Hi All,
93
The GCL is pleased to announce that as of today, we're legally incorporated as:
The Gnostic Church of L.V.X., Inc.
I will now begin to work on the 501(c)(3) that will make us a tax deductible, educational charity.
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congrats!!  this is very good nice to see other thelemic groups other than the OTO starting to do this.  to my knowledge the only other non-OTO thelemic group who has done this is TOT/COT.  i was wondering do you or the GCL hold any public events like classes or mass or rituals??  if so thats great and i would love to check it out!

 93s

Gunner

Hi Gunner,
93
Like Ann's church, which will come under the 501(3)(c) when it is finally in place, we have weekly meetings.  At this time, they are ritual workshops.  In September, we will be presenting a weekly, free and public Qabalah lecture series in a local Magick store, here in the Capital District of NY.  Hopefully as early as next year, we will be buying property, once I've established the business plan that would be the next step after getting our tax-exempt status.
Once the lecture series is established, we will be inaugurating a public production of what I am calling the Rosicrucian Mass.  This is intended to attract intelligent, upwardly mobile, middle-class types who have found disaffection with both the Christian, Jewish and Muslim communities as well as finding no virtue in the Buddhist and Hindu communities that also flourish in this area.  I've spoken with enough of these people in this area to see where a niche may be established.
The Rosicrucian Mass will serve as an outer court...sotospeak...for those few that may down the road, become interested in the Gnostic Mass.  But first, obviously, the community that we develop will have to become educated.  I don't want the Gnostic Mass profaned in the way the Caliphate routinely has it set up to become.  And our Gnostic Mass will not be public.
Underneath all of this, we hope to set up an Enochian initiatory body and perhaps even an O.T.O. style setup in alliance with the Albions that could possibly be established this summer.  And we also hope to establish a Twin Mass service for those gay friends of ours that themselves have mystical leanings.
Larger dreams connected with the purchase of property, including the production of Alchemical products and a full-time lab and winery are in place to establish a self-sufficient community in a semi-rural landscape that is the beauty and advantage of the area that I live in.  And especially, to create a meditation retreat to offer the opportunity for those that want to practice the art of the Magickal Retirement.
Ann Kaminski and Paul Thomas serve on the Board of Trustees and their churches will be propped up into more active production with Runar (and his church) hopefully, joining the board shortly; perhaps even one or two of the Albions (particularly Rob).  I am looking now for someone to redesign our websites that we might make a more sophisticated graphic presentation online.
We also are about to begin the planning for the Periodic Meeting that will be taking place in 2009ev.  And hopefully also, the production of a full volume of the Equinox.
So as you can see, we are quite busy.  But we will never be as large as the Caliphate; nor would we want to be.  They are interested in quantity over quality while we are interested in the converse of this.
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Sounds interesting - we'll obviously have a chat when you're over soon! Quality's good - so is quantity if managed properly. I think when any organisation grows the key thing is to keep the core of it all quality - I mean simply "lead by example". Those who haven't reached a particularly advanced stage should not be barred if they show promise - "the Law is for all". An Order "culture" or "ethic" is to be seeded, which flows down from the top to the bottom. Better than any regulations - though these for discipline. If you have like the Caliphate a rotten core of course it doesn't matter what you do! And just because they've only managed 2000 to 2500 members in 30 years (! whatever other figures they tell people) - and that with many resources at their disposal - I see no reason why certain parts of Thelema may not grow substantially; merely bad management on their part in my experience. 

 

But well done again on your Work - speaks so much louder!
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Hi Rob,
93

A few things here...one; if there are those that show promise, then they are already of a certain level of quality.

AL II.58:  "Yea!  deem not of change: ye shall be as ye are, & not other.  Therefore the kings of the earth shall be Kings for ever: the slaves shall serve.  There is none that shall be cast down or lifted up: all is ever as it was.  Yet there are masked ones my servants: it may be that yonder beggar is a King.  A King may choose his garment as he will: there is no certain test: but a beggar cannot hide his poverty."
two; naturally, quality souls are rare enough and few in nature.  Of course, managing a group of slaves is possible...but even rarer still if you want to attract those few rare souls of quality.  My recent experience with the local Wiccan temple was identical to my experience at Tahuti Lodge in my Caliphate days.  When those few good people came in, they were immediately overexposed to a couple of morons that hung like loud wallflowers.  We then never saw these people again.  I would say to the leaders of both these groups; "Why do you allow these idiots the opportunity to get at these incoming people; they but scare them away?"
Kent Finne of the Caliphate always proclaimed "The law is for all."  and Davron of the Wiccan temple called these idiots his slaves; the ones that cleaned the temple offices, kitchen and bathroom and created the funding for the building.  But in both cases, there is no growth, just stagnancy.  And you touch upon this yourself in pointing out that the Caliphate has grown to about nothing in three decades.  Hell, even the Scientologists jumbed exponentially in the same amount of time.
The Scientologists were smart, they bought property.  Davron rents and the Caliphate does nothing but buy copyright protections.  But the Scientologists also appeal to idiots, they just use the money more wisely.  My philosophical approach to this is to buy property; keep it for those few and let it grow slowly that in time, there is the inner strength of self-reliance and a shield against the dark economic times that are about to beset us.
Any largess in this time, necessarily brings on a level of corporate alienation stemming from a centralized control.  And no matter how virtuous I may see myself and my fellow board members at this time, I've also learned how that can abruptly change.  The GCL was once incorporated in NJ and when David Stein took over the board, though he was a most trusted ally of mine for ten years, he immediately moved to reduce my power in a most hideous fashion (in a fascinating complicity with Ray Eales and his wife).  I had to let the incorporation expire (as I controlled the corporate seal); I won't make this mistake again.
This is why the A.M.H.R. model seeks for separate autonomous bodies.  There is no centralized control; the mere adoption of a unified code of rites and feasts for the establishment of identity.  These separate bodies can be brought under the 501(c)(3) umbrella for the sake of tax purposes, but they are free also and encouraged to incorporate separately if they will (and can still benefit from the 501(c)(3) of the GCL).  This allows each bio-region its own unique acculturation, which is naturally alienated when cultural control is implemented from a central governmental structure, such as the Caliphate has.
Each autonomous church can have its Rector sit on the board.  The by-laws will be composed so that board decisions are not binding on the individual bodies with the only stricture being the unification of rites, again, for the purposes of identity.  But even there, those rites need not be practiced by any individual body as that body may be pursuing a line of work that does not include those rites.  Simply, should they pursue that avenue, they do it in accordance with our mutual identification.
Additionally, the collection of rites grows; for example, as soon as Runar developed the Twin Mass, it was included in our canon.  And I hope to alter the Enochian part of the work that we may merge wholesomely with the Albions.  From there, to seek other affiliations and alliances that will lead to a larger collective voice with those few lines of credulity in the A.'.A.'., such as yours and perhaps our Serbian friends as well.
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