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Thanks for this...I was particularly interested in the definition of Apocryphon.  It brings up the question, why did the ancient Gnostics feel a need for secret texts?
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Ah now that's the secret. Some say because otherwise they would have been wiped out like the library of Alexandria.
Or other Jewish Persecutions (such as The HErodian) mentioned in Acts
  I have even heardit said that some from robbers and Marauders.
  If they cannot figure it out they do not know to steal it
  Others might say to keep it from out of the hands of the uninitiated
Even Paul Of Tarsus says something like that In !st Corinthians (I Gave you milk Not Meat)
Regard jsohnmon3717@aol.com
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This opens up a good lead for discussion.  Why or why not?  Should certain 'secrets' be kept by 'initiates' from the 'profane'?  Crowley teaches that mystery is the enemy of truth.  Yet we can see how many things can be easily misinterpreted, ultimately becoming so strongly tagged as to be useless over time.  And even Crowley kept certain private documents in this regard.  He even wrote his IXth Degree formulae in such a difficult language as to be hard work (at least in his time) to decipher.  This seems a real conundrum.
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when the pupil is ready the teacher appears

we have noted that Many of the documents in the Nag Hummadi act as if they have an Internal Teacher (A Shadow teacher as it were) Read one saying and it leads to another
Together they say something else that lead s you to a Third and finally together they make sense to apply to the entire document (In a Way you normally would not) Then possibly the next tractate
changes the way those three are read.( Knowledge is cumulative)
so is it secret or merely that you have to complete it before you accumulate the total knowledge
Regards johnmoon3717@aol.com
Perhaps it has to do with the old notion of throwing pearls to swine?
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Very interesting, this is much like Liber AL, which is also written on several levels simultaneously.  There's a developing myth, a level where a life code is worked out, qabalistic ciphers and philosophical paradigms are also presented...all delicately interwoven throughout a very small volume.  We've talked only a little about this before.  And I've been through several of the texts since then...also still not finding any of the sex-magick references you once pointed out were there.  But more interesting in terms of our present discussion, I had some difficulty in persevering through the texts...where AL resonated so effortlessly for me, right from the start, though I really had no understanding of what I was reading at the time.
So as you say (the famour mystical credo), "When the student is ready..." or more accurately, my path seems similar enough, but is of a different acculturation.  The ancient Gnostic texts, though having a certain timeless and universal appeal, still really are a product of their time and situation...even as much as AL will sure enough, fade from its own height (my guess being at the real start of the Aquarian Aeon...some five hundred years from now).
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