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Reading from Stanza 7, Vs. 24 in the third volume of Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, I find a lecture of interest to Thelemites and particularly to the GCL:
 

V. True sexual union: -- 
(Cf. later Third Root-Race.) 
We now come to an important point with regard to the double evolution of the human race. The Sons of Wisdom, or the spiritual Dhyanis, had become "intellectual" through their contact with matter, because they had already reached, during previous cycles of incarnation, that degree of intellect which enabled them to become independent and self-conscious entities, on this plane of matter. They were reborn only by reason of Karmic effects. They entered those who were "ready," and became the Arhats, or sages, alluded to above. This needs explanation. 
The inference we can draw here is that these higher or original emanations from the divine source were/are originally unconscious; gods or Dhyanis not being so mystically 'all-knowing' at all and not incarnating merely for the pleasure of experience.  Rather, the incarnation of Universal Mind into matter, the fall of the Genesis becomes necessary in order to find consciousness; for Universal Mind to come to know itself.
 

It does not mean that Monads entered forms in which other Monads already were. They were "Essences," "Intelligences," and conscious spirits; entities seeking to become still more conscious by uniting with more developed matter. Their essence was too pure to be distinct from the universal essence; but their "Egos," or Manas (since they are called Manasaputra, born of "Mahat," or Brahma) had to pass through earthly human experiences to become all-wise, and be able to start on the returning ascending cycle. The Monads are not discrete principles, limited or conditioned, but rays from that one universal absolute Principle. 
The implication here is that these Dhyanis or Monads had a certain level of consciousness that at first seems to disagree with what I said above.  But this consciousness was not a complete awareness, but a seminal consciousness that would seem to us to be unconscious in comparison with the full conscious experience of incarnation.  We know from our own experience that much is known to our unconscious minds; the intuition being the vehicle that delivers this knowledge or Gnosis to us, and also referred to as psychic impressions.
 

The entrance into a dark room through the same aperture of one ray of sunlight following another will not constitute two rays, but one ray intensified. It is not in the course of natural law that man should become a perfect septenary being, before the seventh race in the seventh Round. Yet he has all these principles latent in him from his birth. Nor is it part of the evolutionary law that the Fifth principle (Manas), should receive its complete development before the Fifth Round. All such prematurely developed intellects (on the spiritual plane) in our Race are abnormal; they are those whom we call the "Fifth-Rounders." Even in the coming seventh Race, at the close of this Fourth Round, while our four lower principles will be fully developed, that of Manas will be only proportionately so. This limitation, however, refers solely to the spiritual development. The intellectual, on the physical plane, was reached during the Fourth Root-Race. Thus, those who were "half ready," who received "but a spark," constitute the average humanity which has to acquire its intellectuality during the present Manvantaric evolution, after which they will be ready in the next for the full reception of the "Sons of Wisdom." While those which "were not ready" at all, the latest Monads, which had hardly evolved from their last transitional and lower animal forms at the close of the Third Round, remained the "narrow-brained" of the Stanza. This explains the otherwise unaccountable degrees of intellectuality among the various races of men -- the savage Bushman and the European -- even now. Those tribes of savages, whose reasoning powers are very little above the level of the animals, are not the unjustly disinherited, or the unfavoured, as some may think -- nothing of the kind. They are simply those latest arrivals among the human Monads, which were not ready: which have to evolve during the present Round, as on the three remaining globes (hence on four different planes of being) so as to arrive at the level of the average class when they reach the Fifth Round. 
In New Age circles we always hear the idea of age in the nature of the soul.  This one or that one is referred to as an 'old soul' because of his or her higher level of spiritual development.  Those that reach a certain height in development become receptive to the communication with what Thelemites call the Secret Chiefs, and in this text, the Sons of Wisdom; these being Holy Guardian Angels with whom we seek knowledge and conversation (communication).
 

One remark may prove useful, as food for thought to the student in this connection. The MONADS of the lowest specimens of humanity (the "narrow-brained" (The term here means neither the dolicho-cephalic nor the brachyo-cephalic, nor yet skulls of a smaller volume, but simply brains devoid of intellect generally. The theory which would judge of the intellectual capacity of a man according to his cranial capacity, seems absurdly illogical to one who has studied the subject. The skulls of the stone period, as well as those of African Races (Bushmen included) show that the first are above rather than below the average of the brain capacity of the modern man, and the skulls of the last are on the whole (as in the case of Papuans and Polynesians generally) larger by one cubic inch than that of the average Frenchman. Again, the cranial capacity of the Parisian of to-day represents an average of 1437 cubic centimetres compared to 1523 of the Auvergnat.) savage South-Sea Islander, the African, the Australian) had no Karma to work out when first born as men, as their more favoured brethren in intelligence had. The former are spinning out Karma only now; the latter are burdened with past, present, and future Karma. In this respect the poor savage is more fortunate than the greatest genius of civilised countries. 
There is a hierarchy of intelligence as the Eugenicists purport, but it's not to any inferiority inherent in a race; so much as it has to do with the age of the soul.  The older soul then is burdened with more accumulated experience, which holds onto certain 'baggage.'  And the younger soul with a greater naivete then often seems to us more virtuous only because it does not hold the negative experiences that make life so much more complex.  We are not to admire these aboriginal races as is so often done in New Age circles; but should encourage them towards greater complexity and towards a more complete manifestation.
 

Let us pause before giving any more such strange teachings. Let us try and find out how far any ancient Scriptures, and even Science, permit the possibility of, or even distinctly corroborate, such wild notions as are found in our Anthropogenesis. 
Recapitulating that which has been said we find: -- That the Secret Doctrine claims for man, (1) a polygenetic origin. (2) A variety of modes of procreation before humanity fell into the ordinary method of generation. (3) That the evolution of animals -- of the mammalians at any rate -- follows that of man instead of preceding it. And this is diametrically opposed to the now generally accepted theories of evolution and the descent of man from an animal ancestor. 
HPB argues that Occult science offers an intermediate theory between what today is called evolutionism and creationism.  Those promoting the school of Intelligent Design are also trying to find this place.  But they are limited by their ignorance of the true nature of scripture and those real scientific findings that they maintain the holding of a blind eye towards.  The holographic theory expressed in the GCL literature fits in well with what Blavatsky is suggesting.
 

Let us, by giving to Caesar what is Caesar's, examine, first of all, the chances for the polygenetic theory among the men of science. 
Now the majority of the Darwinian evolutionists incline to a polygenetic explanation of the origin of Races. On this particular question, however, scientists are, as in many other cases, at sixes and sevens; they agree to disagree. 
"Does man descend from one single couple or from several groups -- monogenism or polygenism? As far as one can venture to pronounce on what in the absence of witnesses (?) will never be known (?), the second hypothesis is far the most probable."* Abel Hovelacque, in his "Science of Language," comes to a similar conclusion, arguing from the evidence available to a linguistic enquirer. 
In an address delivered before the British Association, Professor W. H. Flower remarked on this question: -- 
"The view which appears best to accord with what is now known of the characters and distribution of the races of man . . . . is a modification of the monogenistic hypothesis (!). Without entering into the difficult question of the method of man's first appearance upon the world, we must assume for it a vast antiquity, at all events as measured by any historical standard. If we had any approach to a complete palaeontological record, the history of Man could be re-constructed, but nothing of the kind is forthcoming." 
Such an admission must be regarded as fatal to the dogmatism of the physical Evolutionists, and as opening a wide margin to occult speculations. The opponents of the Darwinian theory were, and still remain, polygenists. Such "intellectual giants" as John Crawford and James Hunt discussed the problem and favoured polygenesis, and in their day there was a far stronger feeling in favour of than against this theory. It is only in 1864 that Darwinians began to be wedded to the theory of unity, of which Messrs. Huxley and Lubbock became the first coryphai. 
We must deduce from this several human races and several Adam&Eves.  Therefore, each of these races would have their own distinct, originating natures.  Blavatsky has purported in previous writings, that these races number 7; each being of the Dhyanis that belong to one of the seven sacred planets.
 

As regards that other question, of the priority of man to the animals in the order of evolution, the answer is as promptly given. If man is really the Microcosm of the Macrocosm, then the teaching has nothing so very impossible in it, and is but logical. For, man becomes that Macrocosm for the three lower kingdoms under him. Arguing from a physical standpoint, all the lower kingdoms, save the mineral -- which is light itself, crystallised and immetallised -- from plants to the creatures which preceded the first mammalians, all have been consolidated in their physical structures by means of the "cast-off dust" of those minerals, and the refuse of the human matter, whether from living or dead bodies, on which they fed and which gave them their outer bodies. In his turn, man grew more physical, by re-absorbing into his system that which he had given out, and which became transformed in the living animal crucibles through which it had passed, owing to Nature's alchemical transmutations. 
Light becomes crystallized and "immetallised" into the 'stone' of planets, a hint that the Alchemists have made the centerpiece of their work.  The re-absorption of this has added weight to our physical manifestation and is a key to the nature of alchemical transmutation.
 

There were animals in those days of which our modern naturalists have never dreamed; and the stronger became physical material man, the giants of those times, the more powerful were his emanations. Once that Androgyne "humanity" separated into sexes, transformed by Nature into child-bearing engines, it ceased to procreate its like through drops of vital energy oozing out of the body. But while man was still ignorant of his procreative powers on the human plane, (before his Fall, as a believer in Adam would say,) all this vital energy, scattered far and wide from him, was used by Nature for the production of the first mammal-animal forms. Evolution is an eternal cycle of becoming, we are taught; and nature never leaves an atom unused. Moreover, from the beginning of the Round, all in Nature tends to become Man. All the impulses of the dual, centripetal and centrifugal Force are directed towards one point -- MAN. The progress in the succession of beings, says Agassiz, "consists in an increasing similarity of the living fauna, and, among the vertebrates, especially, in the increasing resemblance to man. Man is the end towards which all animal creation has tended from the first appearance of the first palaeozoic fishes."
In the separation of genders, an energy is lost.  This is the central Thelemic secret that then requires a restoration of this energy in order to evolve into a higher spiritual being; sexual Magick being the process that reunites the couple and restores this power.  This Gnosis is inherent in us and explains why the sexual drive is such a strong force in our psyche.
AL I.29:  "For I am divided for love's sake, for the chance of union."

AL I.30:  "This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all."
 
Just so; but "the palaeozoic fishes" being at the lower curve of the arc of the evolution of forms, this Round began with astral man, the reflection of the Dhyan Chohans, called the "Builders." Man is the alpha and the omega of objective creation. As said in "Isis Unveiled," "all things had their origin in spirit -- evolution having originally begun from above and proceeding downwards, instead of the reverse, as taught in the Darwinian theory." Therefore, the tendency spoken of by the eminent naturalist above quoted, is one inherent in every atom. Only, were one to apply it to both sides of the evolution, the observations made would greatly interfere with the modern theory, which has now almost become (Darwinian) law. 
But in citing the passage from Agassiz' work with approval, it must not be understood that the occultists are making any concession to the theory, which derives man from the animal kingdom. The fact that in this Round he preceded the mammalia is obviously not impugned by the consideration that the latter (mammalia) follow in the wake of man. 
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Reading from  HPB's essay, EDENS, SERPENTS, AND DRAGONS, we continue with the idea of Spiritual Evolution:
So little have the first Christians (who despoiled the Jews of their Bible) understood the first four chapters of Genesis in their esoteric meaning, that they never perceived that not only was no sin intended in this disobedience, but that actually the "Serpent" was "the Lord God" himself, who, as the Ophis, the Logos, or the bearer of divine creative wisdom, taught mankind to become creators in their turn. (Let the reader be reminded that in the Zohar, and also in all the Kabalistic works, it is maintained that "Metatron united to Shekinah" (or Shekinah as the veil (grace) of Ain-Soph), representing the Logos, is that very Tree of Knowledge; while Shamael -- the dark aspect of the Logos -- occupies only the rind of that tree, and has the knowledge of EVIL alone. As Lacour, who saw in the scene of the Fall (chap. iii., Genesis) an incident pertaining to Egyptian Initiation, says: -- "The Tree of the Divination, or of the Knowledge of Good and Evil . . . . is the science of Tzyphon, the genius of doubt, Tzy to teach, and phon, doubt. Tzyphon is one of the Aleim; we shall see him presently under the name of Nach, the tempter" (Les OEloim, Vol. II., p. 218). He is now known to the symbologists under the name JEHOVAH.) 
Earlier in this essay, HPB asserts that the Aleim were priests that lived in the Mesopotamic region that is the geographical location of Eden; that Eden was not a metaphorical garden, nor a 'heavenly' garden.  This adds some confusion when considering the Elohim that existed in the metaphorical garden of Genesis.  Of course, myths as metaphors are usually based on some actuality.
The "genius of doubt" alludes to scholastic skepticism, which is a key to knowledge.  The Greek term for this is dianoesis; the pointing out of flaws or errors in an argumentative line of thought.  This is why scholars are compelled to support their arguments with footnote citations, et al.  Thus the 'temptor' of the garden demands knowledge (Gnosis) and not blind faith.
Also, earlier in this essay, HPB says:
The Egyptians had in their theology only "four sons of God," whereas in Pymander seven are given -- thus avoiding any mention of the evil nature of man; though when Seth from a god sank into Set-Typhon, he began to be called "the seventh son." Whence probably arose the belief that "the seventh son of the seventh son" is always a natural-born magician, though, at first, only a sorcerer was meant. APAP, the serpent symbolizing evil, is slain by Aker, Set's serpent;* therefore Set-Typhon could not be that evil.
Consider then, the analysis of the Key Word (INRI) in the GD Hexagram ritual.  We are led from the innocence of Isis (the Matriarchal or Golden Age), through this skepticism of Apophis (Typhon) to the Logos or Knowledge of Osiris.  Thus the Gnostics worshipped their god under the name IAO; also revered by Thelemites.
They never realised that the Cross was an evolution from the "tree and the serpent," and thus became the salvation of mankind. By this it would become the very first fundamental symbol of Creative cause, applying to geometry, to numbers, to astronomy, to measure and to animal reproduction. According to the Kabala the curse on man came with the formation of woman. (This is the view taken and adopted by all the Church Fathers, but it is not the real esoteric teaching. The curse did not begin with the formation of either man or woman, for their separation was a natural sequence of evolution, but for breaking the law (See supra).) The circle was separated from its diameter line. "From the possession of the double principle in one, that is the Androgyne condition, the separation of the dual principle was made, presenting two opposites, whose destiny it was, for ever after, to seek reunion into the original one condition. The curse was this, viz.: that nature, impelling the search, evaded the desired result by the production of a new being, distinct from that reunion or oneness desired, by which the natural longing to recover a lost state was and is for ever being cheated. It is by this tantalizing process of a continued curse that Nature lives." ("By which (human) nature lives," not even the animal -- but the misguided, sensual and vicious nature, which men, not nature, created. ) (Vide "Cross and Circle," Part II.) 
HPB is brilliant, but not perfect; referring to an earlier set of posts, I referred to the Christist ideals that she still espoused.  The sensual is neither misguided (unless it negate the value of spirit) nor vicious (evil); this being a core Thelemic teaching conjunct the mystery of PAN and the BEAST.
It becomes worthwhile to insert part of HPB's prior essay on numbers:
Ten, or the Decade, brings all these digits back to unity, and ends the Pythagorean table. Hence this figure -- 
If we now give our attention to the Egyptian cross, or the Tau, we may discover this letter, so exalted by Egyptians, Greeks, and Jews, to be mysteriously connected with the Decade. The tau is the Alpha and the Omega of secret divine Wisdom, which is symbolized by the initial and the final letter of Thot (Hermes). Thot was the inventor of the Egyptian alphabet, and the letter tau closed the alphabets of the Jews and the Samaritans, who called this character the "end" or "perfection," "culmination" and "security." Thence -- Ragon tells us -- the words terminus (end), and tectum (roof), are symbols of shelter and security, which is rather a prosaic definition. But such is the usual destiny of ideas and things in this world of spiritual decadence, if also of physical progress. PAN was at one time absolute nature, the one and GREAT-ALL; but when history catches a first glimpse of him, Pan has already tumbled down into a godling of the fields, a rural god; and history will not recognize him, while theology makes of him the devil. Yet his seven-piped flute, the emblem of the seven forces of nature, of the seven planets, the seven musical notes, of all the septenary harmony, in short, shows well his primordial character. So with the Cross. Far earlier than the Jews had devised their golden candlestick of the temple with three sockets on one side and four on the other, and made of number 7 a feminine number of generation, (Reflecting on the Cross, the author of the "Source of Measures" shows that this candlestick in the temple "was so composed that counting on either side there were four candle-sockets; while at the apex, there being one in common to both sides, there were in fact three to be counted on the one side and four on the other, making in all number 7 upon the self-same idea of one in common with the cross display. Take a line of one unit in breadth by three units long, and place it on an incline; take another of four units long, and lean it upon this one, from an opposite incline, making the top unit of the four in length the corner or apex of a triangle. This is the display of the candlestick. Now take away the line of three units in length and cross it on the one of four units in length, and the cross form results. The same idea is conveyed in the six days of the week in Genesis, crowned by the seventh, which was used by itself as a base of circular measure" (p. 51).) thus introducing the phallic element into religion, the more spiritually-minded nations had made of the cross (as 3, 4 = 7), their most sacred divine symbol. In fact, Circle, Cross, and Seven -- the latter being made a base of circular measurement -- are the first primordial symbols. Pythagoras, who brought his wisdom from India, left to posterity a glimpse into this truth. His school regarded number 7 as a compound of numbers 3 and 4, which they explained in a dual manner. On the plane of the noumenal world, the triangle was, as the first conception of the manifested Deity, its image: "Father-Mother-Son"; and the Quaternary, the perfect number, was the noumenal, ideal root of all numbers and things on the physical plane. Some students, in view of the sacredness of Tetraktis and the Tetragrammaton, mistake the mystic meaning of the Quaternary. The latter was with the ancients only a secondary "perfection," so to speak, because it related only to the manifested planes. Whereas it is the Triangle, the Greek delta, [image: image1.jpg]


, which was the "vehicle of the unknown Deity." A good proof of it lies with the name of the Deity beginning with Delta. Zeus was written [[Deus]], by the Boeotians, thence the Deus of the Latins. This, in relation to the metaphysical conception, with regard to the meaning of the Septenary in the phenomenal world, but for purposes of profane or exoteric interpretation, the symbolism changed. Three became the ideograph of the three material elements -- air, water, earth; and four became the principle of all that which is neither corporeal nor perceptible. But this has never been accepted by the real Pythagoreans. Viewed as a compound of 6 and 1, the senary and the unity, number seven was the invisible centre, the spirit of everything (see further the explanation of 6), as there exists no body with six lines constituting its form without a seventh being found as the central point in it (see crystals and snow-flakes in so-called inanimate nature). Moreover, number seven, they said, has all the perfection of the UNIT -- the number of numbers. For as absolute unity is uncreated, and impartite (hence number-less) and no number can produce it, so is the seven: no digit contained within the decade can beget or produce it. And it is 4, which affords an arithmetical division between unity and seven, as it surpasses the former by the same number (three), as it is itself surpassed by the seven, since four is by as many numbers above one, as seven is above four. (From a MS. supposed to be by "St. Germain.") 
Patti Smith asserts that the cross is "the true shape of a tortured woman;" well supported by the highlighted red text shown above.  It is the female of our species that is given to be symbolic of our sensual nature.  And for that, she has been derided by the Patriarchal Age; a correcting of this error has been incorporated into Thelemic doctrine.  Note the symbol of the A.'.A.'. bearing the number 7 given 7 times (49 being the number of BABALON).  As HPB asserts it is a number of generation and the most sacred of numbers.
 

Continuing with and concluding the segment of the essay in the Secret Doctrine: EDENS, SERPENTS, AND DRAGONS...
The allegory of Adam being driven away from the "Tree of Life" means, esoterically, that the newly separated Race abused and dragged the mystery of Life down into the region of animalism and bestiality. For, as the Zohar shows, that Matronethah (Shekinah, the wife of Metatron symbolically) "is the way to the great Tree of Life, the Mighty Tree," and Shekinah is divine grace. As explained: This Tree reaches the heavenly vale and is hidden between three mountains (the upper triad of principles, in man). From these three mountains, the Tree ascends above (the adept's knowledge aspires heavenward) and then redescends below (into the adept's Ego on Earth). This Tree is revealed in the day time and is hidden during the night, i.e., revealed to an enlightened mind and hidden to Ignorance, which is night. (See Zohar I., 172, a and b.) "The Tree of the Knowledge of the Good and the Evil grows from the roots of the Tree of Life." (Comm.) But then also: "In the Kabala it is plainly to be found that "the 'Tree of Life' was the ansated cross in its sexual aspect, and that the 'Tree of Knowledge' was the separation and the coming together again to fulfil the fatal condition. To display this in numbers the values of the letters composing the word Otz ( [image: image2.png]


), tree, are 7 and 9, the seven being the holy feminine number and the nine the number of the phallic or male energy. This ansated cross is the symbol of the Egyptian female-male, Isis-Osiris, the germinal principle in all forms, based on the primal manifestation applicable in all directions and in all senses." ("The Source of Measures.") 
Implied in the above is the nature of Union or the re-Union of the male and female; the central core of Thelemic doctrine in the mystery of the riding of BABALON upon the BEAST.  In a prior essay, Blavatsky asserts that the 'fall' was necessary and natural (of the course of nature in the mavantara; the creation of the ALL from NOT).  So that Blavatsky contradicts herself when she claims that the mystery of life was abused when dragged down into the material manifestation.  For all her Occult wisdom, she remained still emotionally affected by her Christism.  This is a strong example to support Motta's claim that though some may intellectually rise above their Christist conditioning, it may yet remain in the emotional fabric.
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