http://www.a-m-h-r.org/Liber%20Dux%20Femina%20Facti.doc comments in red:    

1. Absolute Detachment 

"The Priestess. Should be actually Virgo Intacta, or specially dedicated to the service of the Great Order." Crowley’s direction in the Gnostic Mass. 

She is supposed to rule her life by absolute detachment. This is the first and foremost rule in her code of conduct, and is hard won through certain ordeals that the successful woman must face. As a result, any paradigm is feasible for her to play with, because she leaves it where she found it; untouched, as she’s never become attached to it. Therefore, nothing touches her, she remains ‘virgo intacta’ and with a hard heart. We might also attribute the quality of the Fourth Power of the Sphinx to this. 

In Thelemic Sutras you likewise mention that the Scarlet Woman too, is dedicated to her office/position. 

She remains unimpressed by the Men of Earth that screams for eternal Love and believes that weddings and contracts can squeeze the timeless ecstasy of Love into a frame that will uphold it regardless of the rest of the situation. She is faithful to the continuous couple of ‘No-thing’. She is touched by No-thing, and the man of earth is just a chance for her to partake in continuous and eternal flow of divinity. Thereby she stays virgo intacta; touched by No-thing. And she does not confuse Hadit with the flesh of a specific Priest or Man of Earth. 

So as the Priestess is touched by No-thing, the Scarlet Woman is touched by All? 

We then have contrast and distinction between the Priestess and Scarlet Woman who belongs to the little world. The Priestess is the Adept of Knowledge and Da’ath having attained the Power of Silence. The Scarlet Woman is Babalon and is much more a character stirring the lust of the snake and being loud and adulterous. Yet these two are sisters. These two provide viable female role-models for woman to emulate and men to adore. 

In that case, it seems that as the Priestess attained the Power of Silence, the Scarlet Woman attained the Power of the Sphinx "To Dare."  

"Now, therefore, I am known to ye by my name Nuit, and to him by a secret name which I will give him when at last he knoweth me. Since I am Infinite Space, and the Infinite Stars thereof, do ye also thus. Bind nothing! Let there be no difference made among you between any one thing & any other thing; for thereby there cometh hurt." AL I.22 

Your connecting the Priestess and the Power of Silence with this quote in Liber AL you put at the end of this 1st standard is awesome. 

2. No Name 

"If this be not aright; if ye confound the space-marks, saying: They are one; or saying, They are many; if the ritual be not ever unto me: then expect the direful judgments of Ra Hoor Khuit!" AL I.52 

A name limits ultimately to a specific Bud-will. But the Priestess is free to worship and behold any and every Will. Light in extension, Khabs am Pekht is a certain key to her formulary. No name can possibly belong exclusively to the continuous (consider this even a pun on ‘Nemo’) over and above all others. 

Ok, in the above paragraph you talk about the Priestess and below, the Scarlet Woman. I'm a little confused - do both have 'No Name'? And why couldn't they be within and without the A.'.A.'., since after all, Thelema is syncretic and the individual is free - and encouraged - to study several subjects? It's probably the only order that has come as close as possible to having no name. 

This is a difficult part to deal with in this treatise and we have to wait for a proactive Scarlet Woman to come amongst us that can develop this more wholesomely. And we see that this path is probably outside system of A:.A:. in that the Priestess chooses to have no name, but doesn’t fall into the trap of mysticism and make a petty sneak out of him/herself. That shouldn’t be her goal. Instead, there is an golden opportunity to embrace the All as she has no particular Logos, and no natural enemies either. She avoids the pitfall of the Logos-dominated Magickian as she creates a specific path and zone that is hers, ultimately in the end having no specialty or bias to overcome. 

In this case then, how can she attain one specific Power of the Sphinx? 

It may be that she takes on a Logos once for trying the path of a Magickian and says afterwards, "Yes, that was my Logos when I tried out the path of the casual Magickian." The choice is hers to make as for any woman. She will go by the name The Priestess and her name as received by her parents, but all paths are made for her to traverse. 

Wouldn't that also happen if/when she is "Nemo" ("No one" - Adeptus Exemptus)? 

93 

Camille

Hi Cammy,
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winner is me <beepsie@gbronline.com> wrote:

So as the Priestess is touched by No-thing, the Scarlet Woman is touched by All?

pj:  I guess so...and I can't say for certain.  If we consider Babalon as Gaia/Earth-Mother (cf. Liber Reguli and signs of N.O.X.) and we note that Babalon takes all into her womb; every last drop of blood poured into her cup...to dust we shall return...that dust we become when crossing the Abyss...noting that Babalon is Guardian of the Abyss...

hmmm...maybe not so much touched by All, but receptive to All; open to All.

In that case, it seems that as the Priestess attained the Power of Silence, the Scarlet Woman attained the Power of the Sphinx "To Dare." 

pj:  This is quite insightful...it would fit in with the 'loud and adulterous' qualities.

Ok, in the above paragraph you talk about the Priestess and below, the Scarlet Woman. I'm a little confused - do both have 'No Name'? And why couldn't they be within and without the A.'.A.'., since after all, Thelema is syncretic and the individual is free - and encouraged - to study several subjects? It's probably the only order that has come as close as possible to having no name.

pj:  The note was actually Runar's speculation, but a very interesting one.  He didn't say 'outside the A.'.A.'.', he said:  'outside the SYSTEM of the A.'.A.'.'  In other words, even at the level of the College of the Rosy Cross (the work to be done existing in the 3rd State...for Chris and 4th Way enthusiasts) the A.'.A.'. may have not developed in its program, such work as would be properly suited for the nature of a woman and her mystery.

In this case then, how can she attain one specific Power of the Sphinx?

pj:  She can take on anything...as she doesn't hold onto or try to possess it.

Wouldn't that also happen if/when she is "Nemo" ("No one" - Adeptus Exemptus)?

pj:  Nemo pertains to the Grade of Magister Templi (4th State for Chris and 4th Way enthusiasts).
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Yes...in general...for you, the time for imitation is done...time for your own voice. 

I guess it's hard to read documents like these and not try to see where you yourself fit into them.  Here's my problem with this which might just be a personal shortcoming -- I don't feel like I've achieved some total level of detachment like the first point in this article.  Are you proposing in this article that by the time a woman could have an office of Scarlet Woman and/or Priestess that this detachment would be achieved?  And if it's not achieved by the Zelator level then where does the role model really fit?   

But in

 getting back to the general, Thelema as a philosophical system, has carved 

nothing concrete out for its women with everything too inherently patriarchal.  That's why the Gnostic Mass was re-written and even why Grant's ideas on the Kalas were so well received when I first encountered them.  He led me to Dion Fortune and I did my best to incorporate some of her ideas but have been floundering since.

Are there documents only for men and only dealing with what Thelemic men must be like, what Priests should see as their role models?   

This takes me back to the other article I recently read of yours about the Chaste Woman.  My comment was that I was excited about seeing the counterpart article -- to which you replied the mysoginist was covered in the other.

  I think there's more to be said in that particluar area.   

O 

f course, I had great hopes in my time with Ami...and I was set far back with all that happened.  

And funny enough from what I recall Ami would've been totally against all this scholarship focused on things that she said weren't for books.   

Now Runar has found a few things that I hadn't.  And the fire is rekindled here.  But 

we both agree that without women themselves carving out these possible paths more fully, there's a limitation on what we can do. 

As per the 'No Name' section...what would you do to beef this up? 

Not so much a matter of beefing it up, but that I think I'm finally getting the idea of what this section is saying, that a name would be like putting a fence around Nuit.  Something I read tonight in it made it click. 

I

am also attaching another document that is yet another part of our overall conversation.

Very interesting.  This reminds me that with the all the recent development on Elemental Weapons that I wanted to ask you if there was something coming about the Wand the Neophyte uses for Reguli vs.  THE Wand and that it may actually be a Staff.  It would seem that was already an answer in the works.  How cool is that? 
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-Jen 

93 Hi there

I have put up the essay  The Priestess of the Silver Star, the

Path Gimel and the Office of the High Priestess.  And its found

at:

 http://home.no.net/karl24/DI/gimel.htm

There should now be some additions as I have answered some of the new

questions therein.

 93/93

Runar

Hi Runar, Thanks for your link to "The Priestess of the Silver Star" document you wrote.  Not only does more research need to be done on sexuality, but especially women and this subject/path. I think the reason why there are 2 'role models' presented is because they are general qualities, and also that men have so many models to choose from. Putting some kind of role model as opposed to none, at least gives an idea as to some of the virtues.    93 Camille

Hi Ann and Paul, 

Ann: 

I'm having trouble with this. A brief connection seems so superficial. Maybe it's because my own experience tells me that by staying with one partner, a stronger connection is made, and the joy increases. This paragraph sounds like an endorsement for the poly lifestyle..LOL. 

pj: 

I think Jen said it in the message I forwarded to you...it matters not the brevity of the connection, but the depth of the connection. 

Likewise, it matters not so much the frequency of sexual contact (the chief concern of polyamoury) as the quality of sexual contact (not really that much of concern to polyamoury). 

I thought it was more like promiscuity (multiple lovers, one at a time), as opposed to polyamory which is about having more than one lover at once. 

93 

Camille

From: ann

Message 15 in Discussion

PJ SAID  <Likewise, it matters not so much the frequency of sexual contact (the chief concern of polyamoury) as the quality of sexual contact (not really that much of concern to polyamoury).>>

My experience has been that depth increases with length of contact.  This is not just limited to relationships - the more time I spend doing my Star Ruby or Reguli, for example, the deeper I get into the ritual.   

From: ann

Message 14 in Discussion

PJ SAID:  <<But we are left still with men holding the power and in sole possession of determining doctrine.  Yet Liber AL says that to the Scarlet Woman is all power given.  But men are still holding the power...giving none to the woman.  And is it for the men to give?...or for the women to take? >>

I wish Lynette was still on this list.  From what I can recall from the Pagan Way group she ran several years ago, the belief was that the Priestess held the power in the circle, but that her power was given to her, willingly, by the Priest.  Only the female body, because of its uterus (symbolizing the vessel) could contain the power.  Only the Priestess could cast the circle, being an extension of her own uterus.

From: ann

Message 17 in Discussion

Runar said <<To say that the scarlet woman belongs to the little world or microcosmos gets wrong as She goes as high as possible, but I believe her works and office may start earlier than the path I describe>>

What is the ultimate goal of a Scarlet Circle?  What can each of the participants hope to come away with?

Hi Ann, you wrote: My experience has been that depth increases with length of contact. This is not just limited to relationships - the more time I spend doing my Star Ruby or Reguli, for example, the deeper I get into the ritual.    the Star Ruby works, though. if a relationship has no quality, depth can't be increased no matter how long the contact remains.    93 Camille

Hi Ann, I wrote: if a relationship has no quality   that should include a relationship that has no *more* quality (perhaps there is another, better one to be had).    93 Camille

In a message dated 06/20/2003 12:54:44PM, cazmax@aol.com writes:

<< PJ SAID  <Likewise, it matters not so much the frequency of sexual contact 

(the chief concern of polyamoury) as the quality of sexual contact (not 

really that much of concern to polyamoury).>>

My experience has been that depth increases with length of contact.  This is 

not just limited to relationships - the more time I spend doing my Star Ruby 

or Reguli, for example, the deeper I get into the ritual.   

 >>

 I refrained from saying that its always good to have more than one weapon in 

your arsenal

 Poly ARMOURY however I thought Id mention it in passing

As its somewhat of a double entendre

Regards johnmoon3717@aol.com

Hi Ann, 93 I like your use of the word 'contain'.  Would it be that the woman contains or maybe even constrains power that flows through the Priest?  Then it would be for men to make (finally!) a wholesome and authentic connection with women...rather than the gender wars we have today. 93/93 pj

Hi Ann,

93

Ann:

I'm not understanding all of this, but I will give you what few thoughts I have. Interestingly, as this relates to my own Ordeal, I spoke to Jim today about my need to detach from him, but it is detachment to avoid pain, and I'm not sure that's what you are referring to in your article.

pj:

Is it not?...perhaps on a lower plane? As you are a Neophyte, you are generating a link with Da'ath (especially through the nightside scryings of Liber 231 that you're doing). And that would be where the higher plane is happening. I'm not saying this is so and my questions were not pejorative...rather, sincere questions that I'd like your answers to.

Article:

1. Absolute Detachment

"The Priestess. Should be actually Virgo Intacta, or specially dedicated to the service of the Great Order." Crowley's direction in the Gnostic Mass.

She is supposed to rule her life by absolute detachment. This is the first and foremost rule in her code of conduct, and is hard won through certain ordeals that the successful woman must face. As a result, any paradigm is feasible for her to play with, because she leaves it where she found it; untouched, as she's never become attached to it. Therefore, nothing touches her, she remains 'virgo intacta' and with a hard heart. We might also attribute the quality of the Fourth Power of the Sphinx to this.>>

Ann:

Detachment is a learned behavior that comes about through pain. Most people start out open and vulnerable, believing in the possibility of complete immersion in another. Repeated failure hardens the heart and turns the focus inward instead of outward (Fourth Power of the Sphinx - inner focus) and to ultimate absolute detachment. Personally, I associate detachment with restriction (boundries). 

pj:

Are healthy boundaries restrictive?

Does this hard heart that leads within bring focus to the true heart? And then a possible outpouring of unconditional love?

Should we say unconditional love as well as detachment?

Article:

She remains unimpressed by the Men of Earth that screams for eternal Love and believes that weddings and contracts can squeeze the timeless ecstasy of Love into a frame that will uphold it regardless of the rest of the situation. She 

is faithful to the continuous couple of 'No-thing'. She is touched by No-thing, and the man of earth is just a chance for her to partake in continuous and eternal flow of divinity. Thereby she stays virgo intacta; touched by No-thing. And she does not confuse Hadit with the flesh of a specific Priest or Man of Earth.

"But let her raise herself in pride! Let her follow me in my way! Let her work the work of wickedness! Let her kill her heart! Let her be loud and adulterous! Let her be covered with jewels, and rich garments, and let her be shameless before all men!" AL III.44

Crowley's use of irony should be apparent in his calling for the Priestess to be "Virgo Intacta" in his version of the Gnostic Mass. With Liber AL vel Legis calling for Mary inviolate to be torn upon the wheels, it's certain that 

chastity in every way holds no virtue in Thelemic doctrine. Rather the Priestess should be self-contained, a complete woman unto herself and though desirous of connecting with a lover, not needing this to prove her own worth. Rather, 

she seeks a sensual connection to life. On might make a study of the writings of Kirkegaard on this matter and even the writings of Anais Nin. But she is known for her style and grace, and through it so many virtues can be shown. 

Her seat on that altar equally shows the discipline in her pose and the style and grace that she brings to the Mass and to the community.

Ann:

So does she connect at all with her lovers on an intimate level or are they simply the means to and end, to make that "connection to life"? How can she connect to life when she remains purposely aloof and isolated? She takes no joy 

in the pleasure of others, but is solely focused on herself.

pj:

I don't think that article is saying that no connection is made...it is just not possessed and held onto...when the connection is done, attachment to it is also over and she is free to move onto the next connection. Nuit tells us that her joy is to see the joy of others.

Article:

"This shall regenerate the world, the little world my sister, my heart & my tongue, unto whom I send this kiss. Also, o scribe and prophet, though thou be 

of the princes, it shall not assuage thee nor absolve thee. But ecstasy be thine and joy of earth: ever To me! To me!" AL I.53

We then have contrast and distinction between the Priestess and Scarlet Woman who belongs to the little world. The Priestess is the Adept of Knowledge and Da'ath having attained the Power of Silence. The Scarlet Woman is Babalon 

and is much more a character stirring the lust of the snake and being loud and adulterous. Yet these two are sisters. These two provide viable female role-models for woman to emulate and men to adore.

Ann:

They are both totally self-absorbed. Where are the raditional female qualities of nurturing and tenderness necessary to give them balance? 

pj:

Good question...I'd like to put this to Runar and Jen and see what they have to say. And I'll get back to you on this.
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pj

Hi Ann,

93

pj (originally):

Are healthy boundaries restrictive? Does this hard heart that leads within bring focus to the true heart? And then a possible outpouring of unconditional love? Should we say unconditional love as well as detachment?

Ann:

In the sense that you are talking about, the boundries are about withdrawing from the world and yes, possibly bringing inner focus. Wouldn't the outpouring of unconditional love require the removal of those boundries to reconnect with the world? Are you saying you must first go deep within (via detachment) in order to love unconditionally? 

pj:

On the one hand, the Gnostic Jesus says to 'know thyself' and that once known, you will know the depth of the ALL. On the other hand, losing oneself to the ALL by the complete removal of boundaries may at first glance, seem to have some mystical virtue. But it's really a suicide pact if you think about it.

pj (originally):

I don't think that article is saying that no connection is made...it is just not possessed and held onto...when the connection is done, attachment to it is also over and she is free to move onto the next connection. Nuit tells us that her joy is to see the joy of others.

Ann:

I'm having trouble with this. A brief connection seems so superficial. Maybe it's because my own experience tells me that by staying with one partner, a stronger connection is made, and the joy increases. This paragraph sounds like an endorsement for the poly lifestyle..LOL.

pj:

I think Jen said it in the message I forwarded to you...it matters not the brevity of the connection, but the depth of the connection.

Likewise, it matters not so much the frequency of sexual contact (the chief concern of polyamoury) as the quality of sexual contact (not really that much of concern to polyamoury).
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I guess it's hard to read documents like these and not try to see where you yourself fit into them.  Here's my problem with this which might just be a personal shortcoming -- I don't feel like I've achieved some total level of detachment like the first point in this article.  Are you proposing in this article that by the time a woman could have an office of Scarlet Woman and/or Priestess that this detachment would be achieved?  And if it's not achieved by the Zelator level then where does the role model really fit?   

[pauljosephrovelli] On the one hand, this is all

 speculative and scholarly, based on the teachings of AL...from me.  Runar has a bit more of an Initiated viewpoint in that some of this is coming directly from his magickal work. By role model, I mean that we are moving away from the 'virgin' model of Mary, mother of Jesus...and yet that doesn't mean the woman becomes the ignoble and also false Mary Magdelene.  Rather, there are forms of power suitable and especial to the woman...but with Thelema being so male oriented up to now...somehow the gate has to be opened to change this.  It really matters not what I am supposing...but what you and other woman ultimately carve out.

Are there documents only for men and only dealing with what Thelemic men must be like, what Priests should see as their role models?   

[pauljosephrovelli] I think in an

 overtly solar-phallic religion like Thelema, Babalon and her mysteries have become too nebulous.  With Crowley ultimately deciding that the 'spermo-gnostic' formula is the creative energy and woman are but nurturing houses for this energy...and even (as per the 11th Degree) an anus may do the same job as a vagina...there's an inherent problem right at the start.  Grant does correct this to some degree.  But we are left still with men holding the power and in sole possession of determining doctrine.  Yet Liber AL says that to the Scarlet Woman is all power given.  But men are still holding the power...giving none to the woman.  And is it for the men to give?...or for the women to take? 

This takes me back to the other article I recently read of yours about the Chaste Woman.  My comment was that I was excited about seeing the counterpart article -- to which you replied the mysoginist was covered in the

 other.  I think there's more to be said in that particluar area.   

[pauljosephrovelli] Yes, I think there is a lot that can be said there also...sniveling, groveling men that will suffer any indignity for the sake of obtaining sex.  They allow themselves to be manipulated and demoralized by woman.  With the Chaste Woman is the Manipulated Man...the misogynist.  And a lot has been said on this.  There's a book on the A.'.A.'. reading list called the Manipulated Man.  It'sout of print and hard to find (my copy was expensive)...so I'm planning on scanning a copy to pass out to people.

And funny enough from what I recall Ami would've been totally against all this scholarship focused on things that she said weren't for

 books.   

[pauljosephrovelli] Recognize the psychology there...all of this would've required work...and her idea of work was taking a nap.  Because sex and sexuality has been so very taboo to bring up in discussion, we have the Christist egregore's strength.  We have to break that by doing just that, discussing and researching...coming to terms with something so long denied our culture...a woman's mysteries. 

Not so much a matter of beefing it up, but that I think I'm finally getting the idea of what this section is saying, that a name would be like putting a fence around Nuit.  Something I read tonight in it made it click. 

[pauljosephrovelli] Great...would you elaborate

 on this? 
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pj:

Are healthy boundaries restrictive?

Does this hard heart that leads within bring focus to the true heart? And

then a possible outpouring of unconditional love?

Should we say unconditional love as well as detachment?

In the sense that you are talking about, the boundries are about withdrawing 

from the world and yes, possibly bringing inner focus. Wouldn't the 

outpouring of unconditional love require the removal of those boundries to reconnect 

with the world? Are you saying you must first go deep within (via detachment) 

in order to love unconditionally? 

pj:

I don't think that article is saying that no connection is made...it is just

not possessed and held onto...when the connection is done, attachment to it

is also over and she is free to move onto the next connection. Nuit tells

us that her joy is to see the joy of others.

I'm having trouble with this. A brief connection seems so superficial. 

Maybe it's because my own experience tells me that by staying with one partner, a 

stronger connection is made, and the joy increases. This paragraph sounds 

like an endorsement for the poly lifestyle..LOL.

cs

93

Yes...in general...for you, the time for imitation is done...time for your own voice.  But in getting back to the general, Thelema as a philosophical system, has carved nothing concrete out for its women with everything too inherently patriarchal.  That's why the Gnostic Mass was re-written and even why Grant's ideas on the Kalas were so well received when I first encountered them.  He led me to Dion Fortune and I did my best to incorporate some of her ideas but have been floundering since.

Of course, I had great hopes in my time with Ami...and I was set far back with all that happened.  Now Runar has found a few things that I hadn't.  And the fire is rekindled here.  But we both agree that without women themselves carving out these possible paths more fully, there's a limitation on what we can do.

As per the 'No Name' section...what would you do to beef this up?

I am also attaching another document that is yet another part of our overall conversation.
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As you will find in the latest version, a clarification of difference between the Priestess and the Scarlet Woman

This new part is one of the things I've been thinking about since reading it.  Are these two roles as mutually exclusive as they are described? 

93 !

I dont fully know. The office of the Scarlet woman have only been effectuated by the Beast as I know, and it was his personal companions.

He did no distinctions as I am aware of. Otherwise the Office of the Priestess have been effectuated by EGC and then later gnostic Churches.

These finds as I did because of my Priestess showed me that there was indeed difference. To join in both offices must be the test. But how does a woman become a Scarlet Woman today?

 Also there is a note in there about these being "role-models" for women.  Didn't you tell me on my last visit that the time for role models is over as it's time to begin hearing my own voice?  What is the provision for a woman not falling into the two categories listed above?  

To continue to do her will, and to be respected for that.

Or is this document only considering those women who would be Priestesses in the Church and not all of Thelema in general? 

The document is written for those that wants to choose the path of gimel, and then also wants to become a Priestess on a Bishop level.

As seen the document includes the ordeal of daath, and we dont want to push anyone to undergo this. 

Amusingly; there should be other documents presenting the role of the Priest as well, but we have not seen the logic behind his appearance and actions as clear as we now have got this path.

The other thing is the second part about No Name.  I've read through it a few times now and all I get is a light and fluffy impression of what that's all about.  Is there something more you can add to this section? 

I did some lines, hopefully they works.

93 93 

Runar
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As you will find in the latest version, a clarification of difference between the Priestess and the Scarlet Woman

This new part is one of the things I've been thinking about since reading it.  Are these two roles as mutually exclusive as they are described?  Also there is a note in there about these being "role-models" for women.  Didn't you tell me on my last visit that the time for role models is over as it's time to begin hearing my own voice?  What is the provision for a woman not falling into the two categories listed above?  Or is this document only considering those women who would be Priestesses in the Church and not all of Thelema in general? 

The other thing is the

 second part about No Name.  I've read through it a few times now and all I get is a light and fluffy impression of what that's all about.  Is there something more you can add to this section? 

93 93/93 

-Jen 

At 11:09 20.06.2003 -0700, you wrote:

>From: ann

>Message 17 in Discussion

>

>Runar said <<To say that the scarlet woman belongs to the little world or 

>microcosmos gets wrong as She goes as high as possible, but I believe her 

>works and office may start earlier than the path I describe>>

>

>What is the ultimate goal of a Scarlet Circle?  What can each of the 

>participants hope to come away with?

93

Liber L III: 45

"Then I will lift her to the pinnacles of Power: Then I will breed from her 

a child mightier than all Kings of the earth. I will fill her with joy : 

with my force she shall see and strike at the worship of Nu: She shall 

achieve Hadit."

This promise covers most things, the possibility to experience the greatest 

value of the human life and then also being able to pass it further.

And of course the details are up to her, and her companion.

93 93

Runar

Hi Ann, 93 You make a very good point here.  As in ritual and sexual contact...both deepen in their nature and one's experience of them.  In the realm of lovers, the more I take on, the less time I can give to any one of them...the less depth.  And if I make frequency of contact by way of the numbers of lovers, there is no depth at all. Likewise in ritual practices...the beginner tends to want to do as many rituals as possible; believing that this will produce results.  I used to draw up lists of rituals that I could do and lists that I as yet wanted to do...like chasing a carrot.  And I've come to know that even one simple ritual (e.g. Liber Resh) could be all that one might ever need to reach the Heart of the Rose. 93/93 pj

At 10:28 20.06.2003 -0700, you wrote:

>From: ann

>Message 14 in Discussion

>

>PJ SAID:  <<But we are left still with men holding the power and in sole 

>possession of determining doctrine.  Yet Liber AL says that to the Scarlet 

>Woman is all power given.  But men are still holding the power...giving 

>none to the woman.  And is it for the men to give?...or for the women to 

>take? >>

>

>I wish Lynette was still on this list.  From what I can recall from the 

>Pagan Way group she ran several years ago, the belief was that the 

>Priestess held the power in the circle, but that her power was given to 

>her, willingly, by the Priest.  Only the female body, because of its 

>uterus (symbolizing the vessel) could contain the power.  Only the 

>Priestess could cast the circle, being an extension of her own uterus.

93

Wicca is sharper on that point over here, they claim matriarchy without 

giving reasons, which is sane as it creates less discussions and friction. 

The point is then; she have got the last word in the coven, and she rules 

it with or without her Priest.

This could in Thelemite circles be reasoned by the structure of the Book of 

the Law, The first chapter is Nuits and as she starts out with casting the 

circle and thus setting the premises for what shall happen.

?? Must have an uterus to be able to cast a circle?

What magickal theories lies behind such ideas?

That there is no effective spirit, or magick so the physical conditions in 

assiah are is the only way to achieve the results on the spiritual level ?

But personally I think most discussions on Matriarchy vs Patriarchy are in 

vain as it usually will engage personal pride, and the fight for personal 

power lies often hidden below in the discussions on gender issues. And when 

the discussion gets to core it will be like the chicken and the egg- who 

came first? I think the ideal is that the male believes in Patriarchy and 

the female in Matriarchy. And this wont compromise anyones sense for 

responsibility, but make it obvious to all that being in charge is the way. 

The questions will be; where to begin, and what is to be ruled, and how can 

it be done. Because any leader must understand what its domaine, without 

compromising the ideals like that of strength - (liber OZ)

The fear in this situation or the M. vs P. discussion consists in the 

belief that the supremacy of one of them shall rule out the other and thus 

make them stop working. And its real, its the actual loss of collaboration 

and the mutual reflection that makes the world of the couple to the tyrants 

own state of solipsism.

Happy are those that see the love of the will well enough to start out 

companionship and collaboration, because whether one believes in matriarchy 

or patriarchy, the couple is the one that generates a powersource that 

surpasses them both. I experienced this again and again in the cOTO, when I 

had a working relationship with a Priestess everything went smooth, and to 

new heights.

93 93

Runar

Hi Ann, 93 A simple answer would be synergystic power.  But there is a subtlety in this that would only be obvious to those in the College of the Rosy Cross.  Those many that I have seen practice this in the Outer College have indulged in little more than an orgy. 93/93 pj

Another thing to say about Wicca, unlike Thelemites, they can do things well and with business way.  For such a time now, they've owned all the bookstores and apothecaries.  And even now, there's a couple that has just purchased something like 12 acres of property here in NJ to create a spiritual retreat (and there are several of these about the country)...Thelemites...zilch...too busy harrassing each other.   What about the OTO? As for other Thelemites, meaning those who are not in popular organizations or are not famous authors/have publishing rights from Llewellyn and such, it's even harder.   93 Camille

93

I think that Wicca has become more commercialized and there 

seems to be more of a market for it than for Thelema. Perhaps because of its 

supposed link with Satanism. Though there are individuals and groups of 

'individuals' who are profiting from Thelema, which is fine provided they have 

something worth $19.95, which most of them don't, in my OP. We need to 

continuously initiate and educate ourselves and produce Thelema as what it must 

ultimately become, Truth and Freedom.

93/93

414

Hi Cammy,

93

Unlike the Wiccan organizations, the Caliphate becomes jealous of the success of others whereas these Wiccan groups celebrate each other's successes.  How sad it is for us that there are so many petty power mongers amongst us.  I personally made a mistake years back, thinking by just ignoring them, they'd keep to themselves.  I paid a big price for that.

93/93

pj

Hi Paul,

93

Yes, excellent point.  Thelema is still seen as some Satanic philosophy in league with idiots such as LaVey's people or the Setians.  And yes, the Wiccan philosophy has turned into a business as large or larger than the New Age and selling the same canned lies.  All we can do is to continue to speak out for truth and liberty and hope these other idiots that call themselves Thelemites will come to begin to understand the philosophical system that now but provides an excuse for their cheap whoredom and licentious behaviour and that is a danger to the rest of us.

93/93

pj

Maybe because they started earlier in the move for popularity that, they just hit there groove earlier.

I have no doubt that the Thelemite community will have its hay-day. Just maybe not quite yet.

May the ground swell... from the wave to come.

Chris 

Hi Chris,

93

As we begin our approach to the hundredth anniversary of the writing of Liber AL, we see probably the nastiest community of the spiritual and religious world.  There are actually egroups and several of them, devoted to nothing but flinging insults and lies at each other.  And they see this as noble!  And that's all besides the legal and financial tricks played by hierarchies of the several orders throughout the Thelemic community.

Though I do share your optimism.  A young child can yet grow up.  But I think somehow overall, Thelema's got to learn to be more discriminating.  For whatever reason, Thelema is still attracting some of the more anti-social elements of our society.  And that has to do with the yellow press and what society thinks we are...as much as it is our own public behavior.

93/93

pj

93

I think our jobs are clear. Per Liber AL, our love of Nuit, and the advancement of Thelema, these "Thelemics" need to be stopped. And as "Love is the law, love under will", the only way for the will of Thelema and the will of Nuit to manifest, a war is needed. As in the case of a group of rebels who love their country, but not their corrupt government. Through war and bloodshed, the true society is established. Now I am not recommending violence in any way. Those who are true to Thelema, and who aren't using it for any personaly vendettas or material gain, need to fight back, as PJ has so adamently done. Would not all our magical efforts be well placed to correcting this error in the Community of Thelema? This would not be black magick in the smallest sense. Would not the Therion recommend some form of action? With that said, I cannot think of what really needs to be done, but it is sickening to see these so-called Thelemites, using the name to trash and defile themselves and others in the community. "Not my will, but Thine be done."

93/93

414

I think the CANT messageboard and Paul's egroups page on his website is a strong effort so far as a response against Thelemics. and once people get their stuff together there would not even be a silly excuse for them to be apologists (we're not evil, etc.) or to be grouped with Satanists, the latter which Wiccans have succeeded in (not being classified as Satanic) though by apologetic efforts.   93 Camille

Hi Paul T,  The "war" you are speaking of is already happening. It just needs more people who are actually doing the work and proving everyone else wrong.   93 Camille

Hi Paul,

93

I like the tone of your post here...really goes well with the Sword that the Scarlet Woman wears.  And it really is a matter of each of our Will's.  It may be a lot of arduous work to get a complete comprehension of the nature of one's True Will, but one thing we always know right off the bat, we have the Will to survive and flourish.  With these Thelemics, our health and well-being is directly threatened.  They feed into the stereo-type set up by the Yellow Press, which forces us to take cautions that defy our liberty.  This defies Liber OZ and Liber AL.

93/93

pj

93 Cammy,

I don't see any additions here?

93.93

414

93 PJ,

Precisley, We have the right, or the obligation to 'kill' 

those that would thwart our wills. It is a direct teaching not to interfere with 

another's will, and it is grossly obvious that these certain groups of 'people' 

are in direct violation of the Law. By slander and direct harassment, which 

provoked or not, is a false expression of thier will, which seems to be do 

destroy those that follow the teachings of Thelema and To Mega Therion. The 

third chapter of Liber AL deals directly with this matter, and I think that 

ample thought and meditation on this chapter should yield the proper course of 

action for us all. 

93/93

414

Hi Paul,

93

The one thing that I learned from my experience last year is this...the miscreants that basically are representing the Thelemic community several of its more prevalent orders, don't accept the third chapter of AL.  They find it abhorent and don't mind ignoring it...will even bring their retribution on anyone that accepts it.

93/93

pj

93 PJ,

If this is the case, I think we are mislabeling these rodents, 

they are not Thelemites (or Thelemics) at all. 

93.93

414

Hi Paul,

93

This leads us back to a discussion on the Black Lodge.  But yes, I like the name rhodent as well.  :-)  Still, as this thread is about Dux Femina Facti we can share a special observation.  These men with their crude behavior are also serving to put women out of Thelema.  They are playing a macho game and making Thelema look like a field for machismo.  A woman girt with a sword is not a macho statement, but something else entirely...a woman of strength and genius.

93/93

pj

In a message dated 07/04/2003 5:21:32AM, TheGnosticCircle@groups.msn.com 

writes:

<< A woman girt with a sword is not a macho statement, but something else 

entirely...a woman of strength and genius. >>

 either that or an angry Girl friend that intends on removing important 

equipment

Ala what his name Who was sniped short in his prime while he slept

  On the other hand perhaps that was training for circumcision

Rather severe though

regards johnmoon3717@aol.com

From Thelemic Qabalah 

by Paul Joseph Rovelli 

The Emotional Plague, the Feminine Mystique & the Manipulated Man:<o:p></o:p> 

The Lack of Initiation in Contemporary Culture 

In our culture, we have allowed the difference in male and female physiology to suggest two separate gender classes.  The woman has been confined to the home and alienated from the community while the man has been confined to the community and alientated from the home; each having a totally separate and distinct role in the social fabric of our lives.  Accordingly, both have been conditioned to think differently from the other from the earliest age.  It does not matter that modern feminism has transcended this.  The conditioning remains as long as there is no initiatory model to be consulted and employed to modify this. 

Woman has been denied access to her own intelligence in order to be confined to the more menial chores of housework and child-rearing.  And in order to distract her from any intellectual capacity she may possess, she has been impelled to accept every form of vanity and self-indulgence that a lack of maturity can produce as the very definition of feminity.  This is the kind of narcissism that Liber AL refers to as ‘chaste’.  And it is this level of disempowerment (‘the beauty myth’) that contemporary feminists are now attacking. 

The male has been completely cut off from his masculinity as traditional society has thwarted his bestial nature in its quest for a more supposedly civilized engendering.  The sexual drive has been considered one of the base impulses that make men disgusting to woman.  This is fostered by the prevention of his initiation from boyhood into manhood as there is no understanding of the true nature of this drive.  His resultant self-indulgence is also child-like and also interrupts his maturation process.  Yet here it seems as woman has some advantage as her menstrual cycle is an affirmation of her feminity.  Perhaps this is why masturbation has been an accepted practice only for the male along with other similar double standards. 

The sublimation of the bestial drive produces a desperation for sex in the male that can be easily manipulated by the chaste woman who seeks only to maintain her security and vanity at the expense and labor of the male.  She has perverted her sex drive and essential femininity into a power tool for feeding her vices and preventing any healthy response to his masculinity.  Each gender cut off from their own true natures, eventually loses any healthy engagement in the process of maturing and growing into an healthy union; instead choosing a deadening security as the only reason to stay together. 

The enslaved male will suffer any and every emasculation by the chaste woman in the pursuit of gratifying his sexual appetites.  He will feed her vanity, provide comfort, opulence, and support all her vices in the hope of her rewarding him with sexual congress.  He will worship her as a goddess and carry out every demand she whimsically assails him with as if a contractual payment to an harlot.  And this she sometimes fulfills without any authentic participation or enjoyment as if in a desperate effort to maintain her own level of existence.  This desperation is often mistaken for passion. 

The chaste woman is not interested in anyone or anything but herself.  She has no interest in her own intellectual or spiritual development; but seeks to gain this vicariously through her husband and children.  Her emotional development is arrested at an early age in preparation for her gender-specific role.  She then develops no interest in the emotional needs of not only herself, but of all the others around her; including her husband and children as well as the larger part of her extended family and community.  Her chastidy is the lack of any authentic contact with her own femininity (menstruation is considered a curse) and the resultant lack of wholesome contact with anyone outside herself. 

The manipulated man will betray is own integrity in order to secure sexual congress as he desperately needs to find a way to assert his insecure masculinity.  He cowers and hides form any truth that would inhibit his pursuit for sex.  The ways of war and power lust become substitures for his lack of authentic bestial potency.  And when he is granted sexual congress, his desperation is again mistaken for passion while it is merely the alienated grunting of the pubescent child who has become lost in his years and cares not for the woman in his arms. 

These two problems:  First, the chaste woman as a narcisistic product of the feminine mystique that alienates her from man; and second, the emasculation of the beast by not initiating the boy to manhood; resulting in his being manipulated into enslavement, is the very emotional plague that condemns the old aeon to its very slow and painful demise. 

The Child of the new aeon needs to break the race barrior of devotion to parents and siblings that reinforces this emotional plague and prevents forward motion in emotional maturity.  Initiative and energy are the trademarks of the Scarlet Woman as she weilds her sword of intellect.  And by complement, the Beast is the fulfillment of the male initiation into his true and mature nature. 

The feminine mystique is the false femininity that has been proliferated through all the mediums of our culture.  It prohibits the indiviuation that is so vital to the Scarlet Woman by allowing her true, intimate contact with the beast.  The need for self-realization is then the key to psychic health and is the true work of the Child of Horus.  It requires genuine love as a spontaneous response of delight in one’s true ntaure and the true nature of all others.  It’s method requires both sexes to develop to the limits of their individual capacities and talents.  They need the courage to express these individual star natures in a mature, uninhibited and libertine manner. 

Sex is a human right and not a privilege under any circumstance.  It’s wholesome, inalientated expression is fostered by its energized enthusiasm of ‘love under will’.  Without such enthusiasm, it is a curse.  The light of consensual reason and its subsequent logical behavior is the menstruum that enswathes the union of lovers as well as family and community.  It is the sharing of perspective and the proactive and wholesome engagement of relations.  The very idea of socializaiton and human interraction as mature and civilizing depends upon it. 

But in order to have an opportunity to engage in the new aeon, the last shards of the old must become abrogate.  The trappings of the old must be specifically identified and controlled until they no longer retain any power in our psyche.  This suggests a behavioural approach with a new set of mores. 

The cure for the chaste woman lies in: 

a)     removing of all make-up and refusing to ornament herself with her vanities; 

b)     aggressively dispensing sex to her partner with a lusty passion for his masculinity; 

c)     the recognition that sex is a human right and not a reward or priviledge for her man; 

d)     the constant pursuit to engage all human beings with compassionate and unconditional love. 

The emancipation of the male relies on his: 

a)     refusal to respond to the letchery of all chaste woman despite any celibacy that he may suffer; 

b)     demand that his woman see to her own means of survival and pleasure in order to maintain her own independent security and sense of identity without feeling threatened by this; 

c)     refuse to be impressed and/or manipulated by any woman’s ornamentation and vanity by controlling his response to her visual stimuli; 

d)     seek only those woman who are his intellectual match. 

The traditional lack of discipline in a woman’s emotional development (a woman has the right to change her mind; a woman is always late) is an important part of the feminine mystique.  And a man’s championing of her as a hero and overcoming her in physical strength is a substitue for his lacking of any true initiation into the mystery of his own being.  This together is the true source of the emotional plague that seeks to thwart the growth of the Child Horus.  And this type of dysfuncitonality is the enemy of every Thelemic community; requiring the constant vigilance of each and every one of us in the coopoerative spirit that is the menstruum of our union in maintaining an authentic sense of community. 

Carl Jung left us some interesting guidelines to further help us in this regard.  He has taught us about the hidden side of the human psyche which reveals itself in our actions.  For men this is referred to as the anima (hidden ephemeral nature), and for woman it is called the animus (hidden machismo).  The following table presents guidelines for recognizing and understanding gender-specific behaviors inherent in our psychology.     

Healthy Anima in Men  

Healthy Animus in Woman   

·        Capacity for love 

·        Sensitivity to nature 

·        Ability to relate to the unconscious mind and its intuitive nature  

·        Spiritual rigor 

·        Inner confidence 

·        Ability to manage creative power with intuitive efficiency 

 <o:p></o:p>   

Unhealthy Anima in Men  

Unhealthy Animus in Woman   

·        Waspish moods 

·        Defeatism 

·        Hypochondria 

·        Sexual compulsions  

·        Intelligence corrupted by emotions 

·        Unyielding opinions on the way the world should be 

·        Defensive with either a dark, cold silence or by creating loud emotional scenes 

This that has been presented is an attempt at developing an emotional qabalah that seems so vital and necessary in this young aeon.  With ideas surfacing in society about emotional intelligence, until now there has been no way of quantifying this.  And this is the very essence of any qabalah.  What remains for the student is to add ideas and experience to those presented above in the hope of bringing these more general assertions into the realm of personal insight.

From Liber Aleph 

DE FEMINA QUADAM.

 On a certain Woman

      Knowest thou for what Cause I am moved to write this unto thee, my Son only-begotten, Child of Magick and of Mystery? It is that I thy Father am also in this Ordeal of Initiation at this Hour.  For the Sun is nigh unto the End of the Sign of the Fishes in the Thirteenth Year of the Aeon, and the New Current of High Magick leapeth forth as a Flood from the Womb of my True Lady B A B A L O N.  And a Word hath come to me by the Mouth of thee Scarlet Woman, whose Name is E V E, or A H I T H A, concerning the Temple of Jupiter that is builded for me.  And therein is a Woman appointed to a certain Office. Now this Woman appeared to me in a Vision when I was in the House of the Juggler by the Lake among the Mountains, the Sun being in Cancer in the Eleventh Year of the Aeon, even in the Week after thy Birth.  And I think this Woman to be Her whom I call W E S --- R U N.  But even while with a pure Heart I did invoke Her, there came unto me another like unto Her, so that I am confused in my Mind and bewildered.  And this other Woman stirreth my true Nature in its Depth, so that I will not call it Love.  For the Voice of Love I know of old; but this other Woman speaketh in a tongue whereof I have no Understanding.

From Liber Aleph 

DE SUA VIRTUTE. 

 On her Virtue

      What then shall I do therein?  For the Scarlet Woman adjureth me by the great Name of God ITHUPHALLOS that I deal with the Other Woman as with any Woman, according to my Will. But this I fear for that she is not as any Woman, and I deem her to be the Vampire of this Ordeal.  Now then?  Shall I fear?  Said I not long since, when I was called of Men Eliphaz Levi Zahed, that the Error of Oedipus was that he should have tamed the Sphinx, and ridden her into Thebes?  Shall I not take this Vampire, if she be such, and master her and turn her to the Great End?  "Am I such a Man as should flee?"  Is not all Fear the Word of Failure?  Shall I distrust my Destiny? Am I that am the Word of the Aeon of so little avail that even the whole Powers of Choronzon can disperse me?  Nay, o my Son, there is Courage of Ignorance and Discretion of Knowledge, and by no less Virtue will I win through unto mine End.  As it is  written: with Courage conquering Fear will I approach thee.

From Liber Aleph 

DE VERITATE QUEM FEMINAE NON DICERE LICET. <o:p></o:p> 

 On Truth, which may not be Told to a Woman<o:p></o:p> 

      My Son, I charge thee, however thou beest provoked thereunto, tell not the Truth to any woman.  For this is that which is written, Cast not thy pearls before swine, lest they turn again and rend thee.  Behold, in the nature of woman is no truth, nor apprehension of truth, nor possibility of truth, only, if thou entrust this jewel unto them, they forthwith use it to thy loss and destruction.  But they are ware of thine own love of truth, and thy respect thereunto, so therefore they tempt thee, flattering with their lips, that thou betray thyself to them.  And they feign falsely, with every wile, and cast about for thy soul, until either in love or in wrath or in some other folly thereof, thou speak truth, profaning thy sanctuary.  So was it ever, and herein I call to my witness Samson of Timmath, that was lost by this error.  Now for any woman, any lie sufficeth; and think not in thine extremity  that truth is mighty, and shall prevail, as it does with any man, for with a woman her whole craft and device is to persuade thee of this, so that thou utter the secret of thy soul, and become her prey.  But so long as thou feed her with her own food of falsity, thou art secure.

From Liber Aleph 

DE NATURA FEMINAE. <o:p></o:p> 

 On the Nature of Woman 

      The nature of woman, o my Son, is as thou hast learned in our most Holy Qabalah; and she is the clothing in sex of man, the magical image of his will to love.  Therefore was it said by thine uncle Wolfgang von Goethe:  Das Ewigweibliche zieht uns hinan.  But therefore also hath she no nature of truth, because she is but the Eidolon of an excitement and a going of thy star, and appertaineth not unto its essence and stability. So then to thee she is but matter and to her thou art but energy, and neither is competent to the formula of the other. Therefore also thy will is itself imperfection, as I have shewed thee aforetime, thou art not in the way of love except thou be dressed in that robe of thine which thou callest woman.  And thou canst not lure her to this action proper to her by thy truth; but thou shalt, as our grammar sayeth, assume the mask of the spirit, that thou mayst evoke it by sympathy.  But thou shalt appear in thy glory only when she is in thy power, and bewildered utterly by ecstasy.  This is a mystery, o my Son, and of old times it was declared in the fable of Scylla and Charybdis, which are the formula of the rock and the whirlpool.  Now then meditate thou strictly upon this most worthy and adorable arcanum, to thy profit and enlightenment.

From Liber Aleph 

DE FEMINA: QUAE EST PROPRIA JOCO. <o:p></o:p> 

 On Woman, who is Fit for a Jest<o:p></o:p> 

      O my Son, hear this Wisdom of Experience, how at thy first Sight, when I put thee into the Arms of Ahitha, thy sweet Stepmother my concubine, such was thy Beauty that she became enamoured of thee, crying aloud; Ay me, an such he the Fruit of thy Magick, o my Master, then let me, me also, even me, give myself utterly to this Holy Art!  Then did I, becoming heavy in Spirit, make Question of her, saying: To what End? And at this was she confounded and brought into Bewilderment; but after a great While, fumbling in her Mind, made Answer, like a Scarecrow in a Field, so was it for Rags and Tatters of Thought.  Thus yet more Atrabilious and Sluggard was this Liver of thy Father, so that I fell into a Gloom night unto Weeping.  Then she beholding me with Amazement cried upon me thus: Art thou not glad in Heart, o my Master?  At this I gave a Sigh even as one night unto Death.  And She: if this be so, then is no need anymore for me to give myself to Magick. Thereat, perceiving yet again the Just Universal of Our Lord Pan, was I swallowed up (like unto Jonah of the Old Fable) in the Belly of the Whale called Laughter, and it seemeth to me at this present Writing that I am like to abide therein for the Time that remaineth to me in this Body.

From Liber Aleph 

DE FORMULA FEMINAE. <o:p></o:p> 

 On the Formula of Woman 

      Now this is the right Power and Property of a Woman, to arrange and to adjust all Things that exist in their proper Sphere, but not to create or to transcend.  Therefore in all practical Matters is she of Might and of Wit to produce an Effect consonant with her Mood.  And her Symbol is Water, that seeketh the Level, whether for Wrath, eating away the Mountains (yet even in this making smooth the Plains)  or for Love, in Fecundity of Earth.  But it is the Fire of Man that hath heaved up those Mountains, in huge Turmoil.  Man them maketh Mischief and Trouble by his Violence, be his Will convenient to His Environment, or antipathetic; but Woman disturbeth by Manipulation, adroit or sinister as her Mood may be of Order or of Disorder.  For any Man to meddle in her Affair is Folly, for he comprehendeth not Quiet; so also for her to emulate him in his Office is Fatuity.  Therefore in Magick though a Woman excel all men in every Quality that is profitable for her for Attainment, yet she is Naught in that Work, even as a Man without Hands in the Shop of a Carpenter; for She hath not the Organism that might make Use of this Opportunity.  Of all this is she aware by her Instinct, for her Nature is to Understand, even without Knowledge; and if thou doubt herin the Wisdom of thy Sire, do thou seek out a Woman (but with Precaution) and affirm these my Words.  So shall she wax woundily wrath, and look grisly upon thee, proclaiming in a shrill Voice her manifold Excellences, which she hath, and concern the Matter not a Whit.

From Liber Aleph 

VERBA MAGISTRI SUI DE FEMINA. <o:p></o:p> 

 His Master's Words on Woman 

Of a Thousand Years it is nigh unto the Fiftieth Part, o my Son, since I obtained Favour in the Light of a great Master of the Truth, whom Men call Allan Bennett, so that he received me for his Disciple in Magick.  And he was instant with me in this Matter, and vehement, adjuring his Gods that this (which I have myself here above declared unto thee) was the Truth concerning the Nature of Woman.  But I being but a Youth, and Headstrong, and being enraptured in Love of Women, and Admiration of Them, and Worship, delighting in them eagerly, and learning constantly from them, nourished by the Milk of their Mystery, as it should be for all true Men, did resist angrily the Doctrine of that most holy Man of God.  And because, (as it was written) he was a vowed Virgin from his Birth, and had no Commerce with any in the Way of Carnality, I disabled his Judgment herein, as if he, being a Fish, had disallowed the Flight of Birds.  But I, o my Son, am not wholly ignorant of Women, save as all Mem must be in the Limitation of their Nature, for the Number of my Concubines is not notably or shamefully exceeded by that of the Phases of the Moon since my Birth.  Many also have been my Disciples in Magick that were Women; and (more also) I do owe, acknowledging the same with open Gladness, the greater Part of mine own Initiation and Advancement to the Operation of Women. Notwithstanding all these Things, I bow humbly before Allan Bennett, and repent mine Insolence, for his Saying was Sooth. 

From Liber Aleph 

DE VIA PROPRIA FEMINIS. <o:p></o:p> 

 On the Proper Path for Woman<o:p></o:p> 

      It is indeed easy for a Woman to obtain the Experience of Magick, in a certain Sort, as Visions, Trances, and the like; yet they take not Hold upon Her, to transform Her, as with Men, but pass only as Images upon a Speculum.  So then a Woman advanceth never in Magick, but remaineth the same, rightly or wrongly ordered according to the Force that moveth Her.  Here therefore is the Limit of Her Aspiration in Magick, to abide joyous and obedient beneath the Man that her Instinct shall divine so that by Habit becoming a Temple well-ordered, comely and consecrated, she may in her next Incarnation attract by her Fitness a Man-soul.  For this Cause hath Man esteemed Constancy and Patience as Qualities preeminent in Good women, because by these she gaineth her Going toward Our Godliness. Her Ordeal therefore is principally to resist Moods, which make Disorder, that is of Choronzon.  Also, let her be content in this Way, for verily she hath a noble and an excellent Portion in Our Holy Banquet, and escapeth many a Peril that is proper to us others.  Only, be she in Awe and Wariness, for in her is no Principle of Resistance to Choronzon, so that if she become disordered in her Moods, as by Lust, or by Drunkenness, or by Idleness, she hath no Standard whereunto she may rally her Forces.  In this see thou her Need of a well-guarded Life, and of a True Man for her God.

From Liber Aleph 

DE HAC RE ALTERA INTELLIGENDA. 

 Further concerning this<

Mark then, o my Son, how in the Ancient Books of Magick it is Man that selleth his Soul unto the Devil, but Woman that maketh Pact with him.  For she hath constantly the Wit and Power to arrange Things at his Bidding, and she payeth this Price of his Alliance.  But a Man hath one Jewel, and, bartering this, he becometh the Mockery of Satanas.  Let then this tutor thee in thine own Art of Magick, that thou employ Women in all Practical Matters, to order them with Cunning, but Men in thy Need of Transfiguration or Transmutation.  In a Trope, let the Woman direct the Chess-Play of Life, but the Man alter the Rules, if he so will.  Lo! in ill Play is Mischief and Disorder, but in a New Law is Earthquake, and Destruction of the Root of Things.  Therefore is Fear of any Man that is in Commerce with his Genius, for none knoweth if his Law shall amend the Game or do it Hurt; and of this the Proof is in Experience, won after the Victory of his Will, when there is no Way of Return; as saith the Poet, Vestigia Nulla Retrorsum.  Nor do thou fear to create: for, even as I have written in "The Book of Lies (falsely so-called)", thou canst create nothing that is not God.  But beware of false Creations wrought by Women in whom is no Function thereof; for they are Phantoms, poisonous Vapours, bred of the Moon in her Witchcraft of Blood. 

Hi All, 93 Several of my female students have asked me about the Qabalistic Cross portion of the Star Ruby in the past.  Their concern was the gesture that denotes the penis and noting that it may be inappropriate for them as they don't have one.  And of course, I told them that they do have a phallus...the clitoris. This morning, in doing my temple work, for whatever reason, this came to mind.  And I thought of the fact that traditionally in spiritual circles, men have been taught the concept of non-attachment...note spirituality has been mostly for men in our patriarchal history. Well, if we think of Jung's 'anima' and 'animus', this non-attachment is not too dissimilar than the attributes we've been giving to the superior woman in this thread...man's anima.  And my thought has been, the Star Ruby and the gesture denoting the penis might also be a similar ideal for the woman's animus. 93/93 pj

