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Reading in Blavatasky's Secret Doctrine this morning, I found the following in her commentary to Stanza 3, Verse 6:

6. THE ROOT OF LIFE WAS INEVERY DROP OF THE OCEAN OF IMMORTALITY (Amrita), ANDTHE OCEAN WAS RADIANT LIHT, WHICH WAS FIRE, AND HEAT, AND MOTION. DARKNESS VANISHED AND WAS NOT MORE; IT DISAPPEARED IN ITS OWN ESSENCE, THE BODY OF FIRE AND WATER, OF FATHER AND MOTHER.

The essence of Darkenss being Absolute Light, Darkness is taken as the appropriate allegorical representation fo the condition of the Universe during Pralya, or the term of Absolute Rest, or Non-Being, as it appears to our finite minds. The "Fire, and Head, and Motion," here spoken of, are, of course, not the fire, heat, and motion of physical science, but the underlying abstractions, the noumena, or the soul, of the essence of these material manifestations--the "things in themselves," which, as modern science confesses, entirely elude the insturments of the laboratory, and which even the mind cannot grasp, although it can equally as little avoid the conclusions the these underlying essences of things must exist. "Fire and Water, or Father and Mother [1]" (See "Kwan-Shi-Yin [2]." The real name fromt he text cannot be given.), union with Spirit obtaining sense, shone with pleasure, and thsu was produced the Protogonos (the first-born Light)," says a fragment of Hermas. Damascius calls it Dis, in Theogany, the "Disposer of all things."
According tothe Rosicrucian tenets, as handled and explained by the profane for once correctly, of only paritally, "Light and Darkness are identical in themselves, being only divisible in the human mind;" and according to Robert Fludd, "Darkness adopted illumination in order to make itself visible." According tothe tenets of Eastern Occultism, DARKNESS is the one true actuality, the basis and the root of Light [3], without which the latter could never manifest itself, or even exist. Light is Matter, and DARKNESS pure Spirit [4]. Darkness, in its radical, metaphuysical basis, is subjective and aboslute Light; while the latter in all its seeming effulgence and glory is merely a mass of shadows, as it can never be eternal, and is simplhy an Illusion, or Maya.
Even in the mind-baffling and science-harassing Genesis, light is created out of darkness-- "and darkness was upon the face of the deep" --and not vice versa. "In him [in darkness] was life; an the life was the light of men (John, i. 4) A day may come when the eyes of men will be opened; and then they may comprehend better than they do now the verse in the Gospel of John that says, "And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehendeth it not." They will see then the word "darkness" does not apply to man's spiritual eye-sight, but indeed to "Darkness," the Absolute, that comprehendeth not (cannot cognoze) transient Light, however transcendent to human eyes. Demon est Deus inversus. The Devil is not called Darkness by the Church, whereas in the Bible, in the Book of Job, his is callled the "Son of God," the bright star of the early morning, Lucifer. There is a whole philosophy of dogmatic craft in the reason why the first Achangel, who sprang from the depths of Chaos, wsa called Lux (Lucifer), the "Luminous Son of the Morning," or Manvantaric Dawn. He has beeen transformed by the Church into Lucifer or Satan, because his is higher and older than Jehovah, and had to be sacrificed to the new dogma.
A few comments on this from the text that I rendered in red:
1. The reference to Mother and Father is consistent with the N.O.X. signs that also include Son and Daughter.
2. Kwan Shi-Yin reminds me of a CF Russell work (attached).  After reading the attachment, Blavatsky's comment to Verse 7 will have an added impact:
"Kwan-Shai-Yin" is identical with, and an equivalent of the Sanskrit Avalokiteshvara, and as such is an androgynous deity like the Tetragrammaton and all the Logoi of antiquity.  It is only by some sects in China that he is anthropomorphized,and represened with female attributes; under his female apsect becming Kwan-Yin, the Goddess of Mercy, called the "Divine Voice."  (The Gnostic Sophia, "Wisdom," who is the"Mother" of the Ogdoad [Aditi, in a certain sense, with her eight sones), is the Holy Gost and the Creator of all, as in the ancient systems.  The "Father" is a far later invention.  The earliest manifested Logos was female everywhere--the mother of the seven planetary powers.

3. Darkness being the root of light seems to parallel modern discoveries of Dark Matter and Dark Energy.
4. Yes, the small part of the Universe that we've known...light and matter...and of course, then Darkness is spirit; a truth of which these ignorant cursed philosophies in AL preach the opposite.  So not only their ego-losing position is abhorent, but also their concept of light.  It seems that Crowley and Blavatsky have figured this out...perhaps even Kenneth Grant.
5. This is part of the clever lie of the Roman church that Crowley discusses in his article on the Devil Atu in the Book of Thoth.  I'll provide a few quotes from that essay:
The card represents Pan Pangenetor
His creative energy is veiled in the symbol of the Wand of the Chief Adept, crowned with the winged globe and the twin serpents of Horus and Osiris.
It is further to be remarked that the trunk of the Tree pierces the heavens; about it is indicated the ring of the body of Nuith. Similarly, the shaft of the Wand goes down indefinitely to the centre of earth. "If I lift up my head, I and my Nuit are one. If I droop down mine head, and shoot forth venom, then is rapture of the earth, and I and the earth are one." (AL. II, 26).
It is important to notice some other correspondences. The three vowel-consonants of the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph, Yod, 'Ayin, these three letters form the sacred name of God, I A O. 

Also, in Crowley's essay on the Universe Atu we find:

It becomes then reasonable to argue from analogy that since the end must beget the beginning, the symbolism will follow; hence, blackness is also attributed to the sun, according to a certain long- hidden tradition. One of the shocks for candidates in the "Mysteries" was the revelation "Osiris is a black god".
As a side-bar, it is interesting that the Christist-affliced Samael Aun Weor group would preach that intellectualism is evil...fearing the "Devil" like most Christist philosophies.

Here's another paragraph from Crowley's essay on the Devil Atu.

On the Tree of Life, Atu XIII and XV are symmetrically placed; they lead from Tiphareth, the human consciousness, to the spheres in which Thought (on the one hand) and Bliss (on the other) are developed. Between them, Atu XIV leads similarly to the sphere which formulates Existence. (See note on Atu X and arrangement.) These three cards may therefore be summed up as a hieroglyph of the processes by which idea manifests as form.
For that matter, check out his essay on the Hanged Man Atu:
This card is beautiful in a strange, immemorial, moribund manner. It is the card of the Dying God; its importance in the present pack is merely that of the Cenotaph. It says: "If ever things get bad like that again, in the new Dark Ages which appear to threaten, this is the way to put things right." But if things have to be put right, it shows that they are very wrong. It should be the chieftest aim of the wise to rid mankind of the insolence of self-sacrifice, of the calamity of chastity; faith must be slain by certainty, and chastity by ecstasy.
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Also reading in Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine this morning, Stanza 3, Verse 5:
5. THE ROOT REMAINS, THE LIGHT REMAINS, THE CURDS REMAIN, AND STILL OEAOHOO IS ONE.
OEAOHOO is rendered "Father-Mother of the Gods" in the Commentaries, or the SIX IN ONE, or the the Septenary Root from whcih all proceeds.  All depends upon the accent given to these sevenb vowels, whicm ay be pronounced ONE< three, or even seven syllables, by andden an "e" after the "o".  This mystic name is gien out, because with a thorough mastery fo the triple pronunciation it remains for ever ineffectual.

The obvious allusion is to IAO, the name of God for the ancient Gnostics.  In her comment to Verse 7, Blavatsky writes:

"Bright Space, Son of Dark Space," correspnds tot he Ray dropped at the first thrill of the new Dawn into the great Cosmic depths, from which it re-emerges differentiated as "Oeaohoo, the Younger" (the "new LIFE"), to become to the end of the LIfe-Cycle the Germ of all things.  He is "the Incorporeal Man who contains inhimself the Divine Idea," the generator of Light and Life, to use an expression of Philo Judaeus.  He is called the "Blazing Dragon of Wisdom," because, first, he is that which the Greek philosophers called the Logos, the Verum of the Thought Divine; and secondly, because in Esoteric Philosophy this first manifestation, begin the synthesis or the aggregate of Universal Wisdom, Oeaohoo, the "Son of the Sun," contains in himself the Seven Creative Hosts (The Sephiroth), and is thus the essence of manifested Wisdom.  "He who bathes in the light of Oeaohoo will never be deceived by the veil of Maya."
Combining these thoughts with the N.O.X. ideas I've presented in my other post this morning, there's something profound in Blavatsky's commentary to Verse 7:

The higher gods of antiquity are all "Sons of the Mother" before they become "Sons of the Father."  The Logoi, like Jupiter or Zeus, son of Kronos-Saturn, "Infinite Time" (Kala), in the origin were represented as male-female.  Zeus is said to be the "beautiful Virgin," and Venus is made bearded.  Apollos was originally bi-sexual, so is Brahma-Vach in Manu and the Puranas.  Osiris in interhcangeable with Isis, and Horus is of both sexes.  Fianlly in St. John's vision in Revelation, the Logos, who is now connected with Jesus, is hermaphroite, for he is described as having female breats.  So also is Tetragrammaton=Jehovah.  But there are to Avalokiteshvaras in Esotericism: the First and the Second Logos.
In Crowley's commentary to AL:I.7 ("Behold! it is revealed by Aiwass the minister of Hoor-paar-kraat.") we find a reference to the Devil Atu per my other post in N.O.X.:
Aiwass is the name given by Ouarda the Seer as that of the Intelligence Communicating.  See note to Title.

Hoor-paar-Kraat or Harpocrates, the "Babe in the Egg of Blue", is not merely the God of Silence in a conventional sense.  He represents the Higher Self, the Holy Guardian Angel.  The connection is with the symbolism of the Dwarf in Mythology.  He contains everything in Himself, but is unmanifested.  See II:8.

He is the First Letter of the Alphabet, Aleph, whose number is One, and his card in the Tarot is The Fool, numbered Zero.  Aleph is attributed to the "Element" (in the old classification of things) of Air. Now as "One" or Aleph he represents the Male Principle, the First Cause, and the free breath of Life, the sound of the vowel A being made with the open throat and mouth.

As Zero he represents the female Principle, the fertile Mother.  (An old name for the card is Mat, from the Italian 'Matto', fool, but earlier also from Maut, the Egyptian Vulture-Mother-Goddess).  Fertile, for the 'Egg of Blue' is the Uterus, and in the Macrocosm the Body of Nuith, and it contains the Unborn Babe, helpless yet protected and nourished against the crocodiles and tigers shown on the card, just as the womb is sealed during gestation.  He sits on a lotus, the yoni. which floats on the 'Nile', the amniotic fluid.

In his absolute innocence and ignorance he is "The Fool"; he is the 'Saviour', being the Son who shall trample on the crocodiles and tigers, and avenge his father Osiris.  Thus we see him as the "Great Fool" of Celtic legend, the "Pure Fool" of Act I of "Parsifal", and, generally  speaking, the insane person whose words have always been taken f
or oracles.

But to be 'Saviour' he must be born and grow to manhood; thus Parsifal acquires the Sacred Lance, emblem of virility.  He usually wears the 'Coat of many colours' like Joseph the 'dreamer'; so he is also now the Green Man of spring festivals.  But his 'folly' is now not innocence but inspiration of wine; he drinks from the Graal, offered to him by the Priestess.

So we see him fully armed as Bacchus Diphues, male and female in one, bearing the Thyrsus-rod, and a cluster of grapes or a wineskin, while a tiger leaps up by his side.  This form is suggested in the Taro card, where 'The fool' is shown with a long wand and carrying a sack; his coat is motley. Tigers and Crocodiles follow him, thus linking this image with that of Harpocrates.
Almost identical symbols are those of the secret God of the Templars, the bi-sexual Baphomet, and of Zeus Arrhenothelus, equally bi-sexual, the Father-Mother of All in One Person.  (He is shown in this full form in the Tarot Trump XV, "the Devil".)  Now Zeus being lord of Air, we are reminded that Aleph is the letter of Air.
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Reading more in the Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, she quotes McGregor Mathers in what she calls an unpublished work.  Obviously she was well-connected:
"The three pronouns, [Hebrew font: Aleph-Vau-Heh, Heh-Tau-Aleph, Yod-Nun-Aleph], Hua, Ateh, Ani--He, Thou, I--are used to symbolize the ideas of Macroporosopus and Microprosopus in teh Hebrew Qabalah, Hua, "He," is applied to the hidden and concealed Macroprosopus; Ateh, "Thou," to Microprosopus; and Ani, "I," to the latter when He is represented as speaking. (See Lesser Holy Assembly, 204 et seq.)  It is to be noted that each of these names consists of three letters, of which the letter Aleph [Hf-Aleph], A, forms the conclusion of the first word Hua, and the commencement of Atah and Ani, as if it were the conneting link between them.  But [Hf-Aleph] is the symbol of the Unity and consequently of the unvarying Idea of the Divine operating through all these.  But behind the [Hf-Aleph] in the name Hua are the letters [Hf-Vau] and [Hf-Heh], the symbosl of the numbers Six and Five, the Male and the Female, the Hexagram and the Pentagram.  And the numbers of these three words, Hua, Ateh, Ani, are 12, 406, and 61, which are resumed in the key numbers of 3, 10, and 7, by the Qabalah of the Nine Chambers which is a form of the exegetical rule of Temura."

What interests me here is the sequence of numbers for these three words, 12, 406 and 61.  Note that 12 and 406 equals 418 (as 61 is the Ain of the Ain Soph Aur) when considering this line from AL:
AL I.46:  "Nothing is a secret key of this law.  Sixty-one the Jews call it; I call it eight, eighty, four hundred & eighteen."
"I" or "Ani" then has the same value as the Ain suggesting the mystery of the Ipsissimus: Not Self is Self.  And is at least part of the half that the Jews have.  And for the sake of this post, we'll ignore the meanings of 8 and 80, which I speculate on in my article on the Veil of Qesheth.  That leaves 418, which Crowley writes extensively on in his essay on the Chariot Atu and denotes as the Great Work.  But in McGregor's abstract, we can also attribute "He" and "Thou" to its meaning.
But of course, the Great Work is getting outside oneself...Not Self (which is Self for the Ipsissimus).  This recalls the NT axiom, he who would save his life will lose it.  He then is not necessarily denoting a gender as much as the "All Father" and of course, but perhaps more specifically as Hadit in Thelemic terms.  And "Thou" or "Not-I" then is obviously Nuit.
Here then, we have the union of Nuit and Hadit or the Great Work expressed Qabalistically.  And with Crowley's commentary to this verse showing 418 as the value of Abrahadabra, we add more of interest to this.
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Again reading in the first volume of Blavatsky's six volume Secret Doctrine, more interesting material pours through almost every page.  The commentary to Verse 3 of Stanza 4 gives us this:
"The Three, the One, the Four, the One, the Five" (in their totality--Twice Seven) represent 31415--the numerical Hierarchy of the Dhyan Chohans of various orders, and the inner or circumscribed world. (The reader may be told an American Kabalist has now discovered the same number for the Elohim.  It came to the Jews from Chadaea.  See "Hebrew Metrology," in The Masonic Review, July, 1885, McMillan Lodge, No. 141.)...this number, when not enlarged by permutation and expansion, is ever 31415, anagrammatically and Kabalistically, being both the number of hte Circle and the mystic Svastika, the "Twice Seven" once more; for whtatever way the two sets of figures are counted, when added separately, one figure after another, whether crossways from right or from left, they will always yield fourteen.  Mathematically they represent the well-known mathematical formula, namely the radius of the diameter of a circle to the circumference...(pi)...And it may be shown that Mr. Ralston Skinner, the author of the Source of measures, reads the Hebrew word Alhim in the same number values--by omitting, as siad, the ciphers, and by permutation--13514; since [aleph] (a) is 1; [lamed] (l) is 3(30); [heh] (h) is 5; [yod] (i) is 1(10); and [mem] (m) is 4(40); and anagrammatically--31415, as explained by him.

Thus, while in the metaphysical world, the Circle with the one central Point in it has no number, and is called Anupadaka--parentless and numberless, for it can fall under no calculation,--in the manifested world, the Mundane Egg or Circle is circumscribed within the groups called the Line, the Triangle, the Pentagram, the second Line and the Square (or13514); and when the Point has generated a Line, and thus becomes a diameter which stands for the androgynous Logos, then the figures becomes 31415, or a triangle, a line, a square, a second line, and a pentagram.  "When the Son separates from the Mother he becomes the Father," the diameter standing for Nature, or the feminine principle.  Therefore it is said: "In the World of Being, the One Point fructifies the Line, the Virgin Matrix of Kosmos [the egg-shaped zero], and the immaculate Mother gives birth to the Form that combines all forms."  Prajapati is called the first procreating male, and "his mother's husband." (We find the same expression in Egypt.  Mout signifies, for one hting, "Mother," and shows the character assigned to her in the triad of the country.  She was no less the mother than the wife of Ammon, one of the principal titles of the god being "the husband of his mother."  The goddess Mout, or Mut, is addressed as "Our Lady," the "Queen of Heaven" and "of the Earth," thus "sharing these titles with the other mother goddesses, Isis, Hathor, etc." [Maspero]).  This gives the key-note to all the later "Divine Sons" from "Immaculate Mothers."

This of course, reminded me of Crowley's essay on the Formula of Alhim:


"ALHIM", (Elohim) is the exoteric word for Gods.<<"Gods" are the Forces of Nature; their "Names" are the Laws of Nature. Thus They are eternal, omnipotent, omnipresent and so on; and thus their "Wills" are immutable and absolute.>> It is the masculine plural of a feminine noun, but its nature is principally feminine.<> It is a perfect hieroglyph of the number 5. This should be studied in "A Note on Genesis" (Equinox I, II).
The Elements are all represented, as in Tetragrammaton, but there is no development from one into the others. They are, as it were, thrown together --- untamed, only sympathising by virtue of their wild and stormy but elastically resistless energy. The Central letter is "He" --- the letter of breath --- and represents Spirit. The first letter "Aleph" is the natural letter of Air, and the Final "Mem" is the natural letter of Water. Together, "Aleph" and "Mem" make "Am" --- the mother within whose womb the Cosmos is conceived. But "Yod" is not the natural letter of Fire. Its juxtaposition with "He" sanctifies that fire to the "Yod" of Tetragrammaton. Similarly we find "Lamed" for Earth, where we should expect Tau --- in order to emphasize the influence of Venus, who rules Libra.
"ALHIM", therefore, represents rather the formula of Consecration than that of a complete ceremony. It is the breath of benediction, yet so potent that it can give life to clay and light to darkness.
In consecrating a weapon, "Aleph" is the whirling force of the thunderbolt, the lightning which flameth out of the East even into the West. This is the gift of the wielding of the thunderbolt of Zeus or Indra, the god of Air. "Lamed" is the Ox-goad, the driving force; and it is also the Balance, representing the truth and love of the Magician. It is the loving care which he bestows upon perfecting his instruments, and the equilibration of that fierce force which initiates the ceremony.
"Yod" is the creative energy-the procreative power: and yet "Yod" is the solitude and silence of the hermitage into which the Magician has shut himself. "Mem" is the letter of water, and it is the Mem final, whose long flat lines suggest the Sea at Peace; not the ordinary (initial and medial) Mem whose hieroglyph is a wave. And then, in the Centre of all, broods Spirit, which combines the mildness of the Lamb with the horns of the Ram, and is the letter of Bacchus or "Christ".
After the magician has created his instrument, and balanced it truly, and filled it with the lightnings of his Will, then is the weapon laid away to rest; and in this Silence, a true Consecration comes.
Together, we have an expansion on this formula connecting Crowley's note that the gods are the creative expression of the laws of nature with the mathematical or geometrical expression of the same in Blavatsky's essay.
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This series of thoughts from Blavatsky's work is very interesting, I'm just too busy at the moment to formulate any worthwhile responses.  Keep ‘em coming though!  right now I am up to my ears in Foucault working on an analysis.  
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Glad you're enjoying this Ryan...hope others are as well.
Somehow, I feel Blavatsky has got to the etymological origin of IAO.  And I can see why the ancient Gnostics appreciated it so much.
As I continue my reading, Stanza 4, Verse 4 presents the following:
4. THIS WAS THE ARMY OF THE VOICE, THE DIVINE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN, THE SPARKS OF THE SEVEN ARE SUBJECT TO, AND THE SERVANTS OF, THE FIRST, THE SECOND, THE THIRD, THE FOURTH, THE FIFTH,THE SIXTH, AND THE SEVENTH OF THE SEVEN.  THESE "SPARKS" ARE CALLED SPHERES, TRIANGLES, CUBES, LINES AND MODELLERS; FOR THUS STAND THE ETERNAL NIDANA--THE OI-HA-HOU--THE PERMUTATION OF OEAOHOO.

Blavatsky's footnote to OEAOHOO: The literal signification of the word is, among the Eastern Occultists of the North, a circular wind, whirlwind; but in this instance, it si a term to denote the ceaseless and eternal Cosmic Motion or rather the Force that moves it, which Force is tacitly accepted as the Deity, but never named.  It is the eternal Karana, the ever-acting Cause.  [See Chhandogya Upanishad, Chap. 1, Section XIII, V. 1-3.  The three verses give, in cryptic language, the complete outline of all that is there summarized in the first paragraph.]
And in Blavatsky's commentary to the second sentence of the verse, she writes:
Next we see Cosmic Matter scattering and forming itself into Elements; grouped itn othe mystic Four within the fifth Element--Ether, the "lining" of Akasha, the Anima Mundi, or Mother of Cosmos.  "Dots, Lines, Triangles, Cubes, Circles" and finally "Sphere"--why or how?  Because, says the Commentary, such is the first law of Nature, and because Nature geometrizes universally in all her manifestations.  There is an inherent law--not only in the primordial, but also in the manifested matter of our phenomenal plane--by which Nature correlates her geometrical forms, and later, also, her compound elements, and in which also there is no place for accident or chance.  It is a fundamental law in Occultism, that there is no rest or cessation of motion in Nature. (It is the knowledge of this law the permits and helps the Arhat to perform his Siddhis, or various phenomena, such as the disintegration of matter, the transport of objects from one place to another, etc.)  That which seems rest is only the change of one form into another, the change of substance going hand in hand with that of form--as we are taught in Occult physics, which thus seem to have anticipated the discover of the "conservation of matter" by a considerable time.  Says the ancient Commenatary (These are ancient Commentaries attached with modern Glossaries to the STANZAS, for the Commentaries in their symbolical language are usually as difficult to understand as the STANZAS themselves.) to STANZA 4:

The Mother is the fiery Fish of Life.  She scatters her spawn and the Breath [Moon] heats and quickens it.  The grains {of spawn} are soon attracted to each other and form the curds in the Ocean [of Space].  The larger lumps coalesce and receive new spawn--in fiery dots, triangles and cubes, which ripen, and at the appointed time some of the lumps detach themselves and assume spheroidal form, a process which tehy effect only when not interfered with by teh others.  After which, Law No. * * * comes into operation.  Mtion [the Breath] becomes the whirlwind and sets them into rotation. (In a polimical scientific work, the Modern Genesis (p. 48), the Rev. W.B. Slaughter, criticizing the position assumed by the astronomers, asks: "It is to be regretted that the advocates of this [nebular] theory have not entered more largely into the discussion of it [the origin of rotary motion].  No one condescends to give us the rational of it.  How does the process of cooling and contracting the mass impart to it a rotatory motion." [Quoted by Winchell, World-Life, p. 94]  The question is amply treated in the Addendum.  It is not materialistic Science that can ever solve it.  "Motion is eternal in the unmanifested and periodical in the manifest," says an Occult teaching.  It is "when heat caused by the descents of Flame into primordial matter causes its particles to move, which motion becomes the Whirlwind."  A drop of liquid assumes a pheroidal form owing to its atoms moving around themselves in their ultimate, unresolvable, and noumenal essence; unresolvable for Physical Science, at any rate.
I can only imagine that from this very ancient text, the pre-Socratics got such ideas as influenced Pythagorus.  And per the "heat caused by descents of Flame into primordial matter," I strongly recommend that you read the Golden Chain of Homer (found on the GCL Curriculum page).
Just as interesting is in the ancient commentary, the "fiery Fish of Life."  It's as if this ancient commentary is commenting on the Piscean formula that would be adopted by the Gnostics at the oneself of the Piscean Age.
I have not read the commentary to the next verse yet.  But it starts off with a bang:
5. [THE OI-HA-HOU,] WHICH IS DARKNESS, THE BOUNDLESS, OR THE NO-NUMBER, ADI-NIDANA SVABHAVAT, THE O (The x, the unknown quantity.):

As per Verse 4, the "OI-HA-HOU" is seemingly phonetically written quite similarly to way we pronounce it in such Thelemic rites as the Star Ruby.
Also here, the "BOUNDLESS, OR THE NO-NUMBER" seems indicative of the NOT in Thelemic Qabalah (per my English Qabalah) and again, seemingly reflective of the N.O.X.  and with the "O" being "x, the unknown quantity," of course, the allusion to AL is uncanny:
AL II.32:  "Also reason is a lie; for there is a factor infinite & unknown; & all their words are skew-wise."
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It seems that she is describing the swastika and the Qabalistic zero contained in Aleph from the footnote that you mentioned.  Very interesting discourse.

Here are some general thoughts relating to my current studies:  

It seems that the danger with any human philosophy is the mistake of believing the symbol or 'rational' language to be the absolute itself.  This leads to the fanaticism expressed by both atheists and superstitious people alike.  They are worshiping

graven images.  They mistake the pointing finger for the ineffable object that it is pointing to.  

Dictators are simply those that cannot realize that '...map is not territory'.  This is where the deconstructionists such as Derrida, Foucault, and Lyotard, also Neitzsche come to the rescue.  They do not offer metaphysics, instead they offer a negative theology, a dialectic of critique, meant to expose the contingent nature of all rational constructs and destroy their claim to metanarrative status and thus their ability to inflict ideological terror on new gnosis.  

These postmodern thinkers are really offering a new Vitriol, that is not a description of reality; rather a way of dissolving those old christist elements, allowing diversity, experiment, and new gnosis.  Yet there still must be standards and the mutants should

be subject to the tests of time.   

I mention this since some theosophists that I have encountered and many neoplatonists, (chicken hawks?)also new agers mistake the term 'universal' as expressed in the Secret doctrine as a reference toward an infallible foundation of knowledge existing in

human thought.  Which is ludicrous.  The universal is that which is naught.  As Lau Tzu writes "Those who know do not tell; those who tell do not know".  Yet the symbols of alchemy and Qabalah do point to realities that can be experienced; yet these maps are so

often taken to be the reality itself, and this of course gives birth to clerics and the end of gnosis.  

The real gnosis is the constant expression of either fresh symbols, new languages, or new interpretations of previous frameworks.  

Just some things on my mind,

pardon the monologue.
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Actually, quite well stated.

The problem is always in the mistake that you mentioned and always leads to the end of Gnosis and the beginning of sectarianism.  That's why Liber Librae says in True Religion there is no sect.
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I'm wondering; in regards to influencing the external world with the Thelemic current, would it be more productive to use a negative dialectic of critique, a form of vitriol so to speak, as opposed to a positive theology/political philosophy? 

 

I'm not fully decided on this issue; but, I think that the two might be able to work together.  

 

Also words like absolute and universal are so easily abused, yet they seem intimitately tied to our language.
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Per influencing the external world, first off, in most Thelemic circles, they speak of the "93 Current," which amongst Motta influenced circles, also extends to the idea of an 'egregore.'  I wholly recommend you read Motta's Letter to a Brazilian Mason for more on this.  But the idea is that Horus as taken the throne of Ra; we then deduce from this that the energy/current/egregore is in the prana/chi.  So the influence then is already there; we can see this in such things as the push for individual rights motif that is sweeping through human society.
In the A.'.A.'., we argue that there is nothing that we can say or do to get past the cognitive dissonance of those individuals held under the spell of the slave-mind paradigms of the 'old aeon.'  And in Motta circles, this is referred to as 'Christism,' with the idea of 'isms' being those distortions or perversions of whatever authentic and originating spiritual current that once provided theurgical inspiration or what I call the 'fresh fever from the skies' per Liber AL.  Therefore, the only thing we as individuals in the A.'.A.'. can do is to succeed at our own attainment and to burn brightly as lamps, shrouded by the darkness.  Those that can, will see our light and of those, some will even be attracted to us.
There's a ruthlessness in this that most do not understand.
So, is this a "negative dialectic of critique"?  Well, in a certain way, that's at least the way this list operates (and why I publish our successful conversations on the A.M.H.R. website).  We've started from the beginning with this idea of 'Dianoesis'; that is of fully testing or critiquing every idea presented in order to hopefully arrive at 'correct opinion.'  And in this way also, we rue and eschew both the Christist mentality in the world as well as in those mindless so-called Thelemic organizations that pretend to propagate the '93 Current.'
The Probationer of Our Order is also given a certain instruction when encountering those clerics that formally represent the dying current of the dying god...creating a psycho/physical antipathy.  And I can see then, that for me personally, I've transcended the opposites (thesis/counter-thesis) and have arrived to some degree at meta-thesis.  I almost want to say synthesis (being the opposite of analysis), reflecting the creative mind of the Theurgist.
And yes, as you've so insightfully observed, words like absolute (we've had discussions in the early days of this list on the dangers of absolutes and absolutism) and universal are so readily abused and indeed have been completely compromised in the so-called spiritual community at-large.  It's one of the reasons why it should be so easy to accept Liber AL's dictate to argue not and convert not.  Only those attracted to the light of our individually burning lamps have any hope of escaping their sleeping mindset, which seems to automatically imply that they already have their own lamp burning...they're already internally, Hermits.  (cf. Crowley's essay on the Hermit Atu).
Immediately they are of "Us" as Liber AL states and immediately then with the onset of Horus upon the throne of Ra, the dialectic is physically in motion.
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I'm starting back with the Secret Doctrine, Vol. IV, Section 3 of my 6 volume set.  This is really five volumes as the sixth is but an index.  For that matter, the fifth volume was taken from notes of Blavatsky's and not really a part of the tome; being then, somewhat controversial.  But as an epilogue to my now completed reading of the Theosophical Zohar, we get the following from HPB:

 

"The Ark, in which are preserved the germs of all living things necessary to repeople the earth, represents the survival of life, and the supremacy of spirit over matter, through the conflict of the opposing powers of nature. In the Astro-Theosophic chart of the Western Rite, the Ark corresponds with the navel, and is placed at the sinister side, the side of the woman (the moon), one of whose symbols is the left pillar of Solomon's temple -- BOAZ. The umbilicus is connected through the placenta with the receptacle in which are fructified the embryos of the race. . . The Ark is the sacred Argha of the Hindus, and thus the relation in which it stands to Noah's ark may be easily inferred when we learn that the Argha was an oblong vessel, used by the high priests as a sacrificial chalice in the worship of Isis, Astarte, and Venus-Aphrodite, all of whom were goddesses of the generative powers of nature, or of matter -- hence representing symbolically the Ark containing the germs of all living things." ("Isis Unveiled," Vol. II., p. 444.) Mistaken is he who accepts the Kabalistic works of to-day, and the interpretations of the Zohar by the Rabbis, for the genuine Kabalistic lore of old!* For no more to-day than in the day of Frederick von Schelling does the Kabala accessible to Europe and America, contain much more than "ruins and fragments, much distorted remnants still of that primitive system which is the key to all religious systems" (See Kabbala, by Prof. Franck, Preface). The oldest system and the Chaldean Kabala were identical. The latest renderings of the Zohar are those of the Synagogue in the early centuries -- i.e., the Thorah, dogmatic and uncompromising. 
 

[[Footnote(s)]] ------------------------------------------------- 

* The author of the "Qabbalah" makes several attempts to prove conclusively the antiquity of the Zohar. Thus he shows that Moses de Leon could not be the author or the forger of the Zoharic works in the XIIIth century, as he is accused of being, since Ibn Gebirol gave out the same philosophical teaching 225 years before the day of Moses de Leon. No true Kabalist or scholar will ever deny the fact. It is certain that Ibn Gebirol based his doctrines upon the oldest Kabalistic sources, namely, the "Chaldean Book of Numbers," as well as some no longer extant Midrashim, the same, no doubt, as those used by Moses de Leon. But it is just the difference between the two ways of treating the same esoteric subjects, which, while proving the enormous antiquity of the esoteric system, points to a decided ring of Talmudistic and even Christian sectarianism in the compilation and glossaries of the Zoharic system by Rabbi Moses. Ibn Gebirol never quoted from the Scriptures to enforce the teachings (vide I. Myer's Qabbalah, p. 7). Moses de Leon has made of the Zohar that which it has remained to this day, "a running commentary on the . . . Books of the Pentateuch" (ibid.), with a few later additions made by Christian hands. One follows the archaic esoteric philosophy; the other, only that portion which was adapted to the lost Books of Moses restored by Ezra. Thus, while the system, or the trunk on which the primitive original Zohar was engrafted, is of an immense antiquity many of the (later) Zoharic offshoots are strongly coloured by the peculiar views held by Christian Gnostics (Syrian and Chaldean), the friends and co-workers of Moses de Leon who, as shown by Munk, accepted their interpretations. 
 

The Zohar, while providing insight into the Qabalah, is still profoundly more for the Jews a propagandistic tool that helps to perpetuate the culture.  But taken as a model for doctrinal and mystical discourse that delves deeper into the philosophical tenets of this ancient wisdom, we get a marvelous frame for positing Thelemic Doctrine and fostering deeper discourse for generations to come.  Through this, we can develop Scientific Illuminism as a living tradition with each generation carrying the Gnosis to a greater depth and breadth.

One thing that does come strong in the Zohar, though within its cultural context, is the feminine creative force; called the Shekinah.  That she is also the Ark and the Arch gives us a deeper insight into the nature of NUIT...

AL I.26:  "Then saith the prophet and slave of the beauteous one: Who am I. and what shall be the sign?  So she answered him, bending down, a lambent flame of blue, all-touching, all penetrant, her lovely hands upon the black earth, & her lithe body arched for love, and her soft feet not hurting the little flowers: Thou knowest!  And the sign shall be my ecstasy, the consciousness of the continuity of existence, the omnipresence of my body."

The mystery of the Adytum or Holy of Holies has a certain connection to the Yoni that is not overlooked by Blavatsky.  Thus the Ark, which is also the Argo (cf. my article: The Eagle & the Temple), carries the starry energy that is the life force.  And the mystery is solar-phallic, but sexual in nature with its central mystery being yonic.

 

This requires no proof. Astoreth was in one sense an impersonal symbol of nature, the ship of Life carrying throughout the boundless Sidereal Ocean the germs of all being. And when she was not identified with Venus, like every other "Queen of Heaven" to whom cakes and buns were offered in sacrifice, Astoreth became the reflection of the Chaldean "Nuah, the Universal Mother" (female Noah, considered as one with the ark), and of the female triad, Ana, Belita and Davikina; called, when blended into one, "Sovereign goddess, lady of the Nether Abyss, Mother of gods, Queen of the Earth, and Queen of fecundity." Later, Belita or Damti (the sea), the Mother of the City of Erech (the great Chaldean Necropolis) became Eve; and now she is Mary the Virgin, in the Latin Church, represented as standing on the crescent-moon, and, at times on the Globe, to vary the programme. The navi, or ship-like form of the crescent, which blends in itself all those common symbols of the ship of life, such as Noah's ark, the Yoni of the Hindus, and the ark of the Covenant, is the female symbol of the Universal "Mothers of the gods," and is now found under its Christian symbol in every Church, as the nave (from navis, the ship).* The navis -- the Sidereal vessel -- is fructified by the Spirit of Life -- the male God; or, as the learned Kenealy (in his Apocalypsis) calls it very appropriately -- the Holy Spirit. In Western religious symbology the Crescent was the male, the full moon, the female aspect of that universal Spirit. "The mystic word Alm, which the prophet Mahomet prefixed to many chapters of the Koran, alludes to her as the Alm, the immaculate Virgin of the heavens. And -- the sublime ever falling into the ridiculous -- it is from this root Alm that we have to derive the word Almeh -- the Egyptian dancing-girls. The latter are "Virgins" of the same type as the Nautchnis in India, and the (female) Kadeshim, the Holy Ones of the Jewish temples (those consecrated to Jehovah, who represented both sexes), whose holy functions in the Israelite fanes were identical with those of the Nautchnis. 
Now Eustathius declares that ([IO]) IO means the moon, in the dialect of the Argians; and it was one of the names of the same in Egypt. Says Jablonski, "[[IO]], Ioh, AEgyptiis LUNAM significat neque habent illi in communi sermonis usu, aliud nomen quo Lunam, designent praeter IO." The pillar and Circle (IO), now constituting the first decimal number, and which with Pythagoras was the perfect number contained in the Tetractis,** became later a pre-eminently phallic Number -- amongst the Jews, foremost of all, with whom it is the male and female Jehovah. 
This is how a scholar explains it: -- 
[[Footnote(s)]] ------------------------------------------------- 
* Timaeus, the Locrian, speaking of Arka, calls her "the Principle of best things." The word arcane, "hidden," or secret, is derived from Arka. "To no one is the Arcane shown except to the most High" (Codex Nazareus), alluding to nature the female, and Spirit, the male Power. All the Sun-Gods were called Archagetos "born from the Arka," the divine Virgin-Mother of the Heavens. 
** Because composed of ten dots arranged triangularly in four rows. It is the Tetragrammaton of the Western Kabalists. 
 

The true God being male and female, set up the polarity that generates the life-force or Shekinah.  This is perfectly exemplified by the two pillars of Solomon's temple...the male and female pillars as the entranceway to the adytum or vessel containing the universe.  This symbolism of the Ark was not lost to the ancient Greeks, who derived much of their knowledge from the Jews as well as Egypt and Sumeria/Chadea.  The Ark becomes the Argo in Greek mythology, and it sails the skies of the Starry Gnosis...the womb of heaven.  (cf. my article: mentioned above)


 

"I find, on the Rosetta stone of Uhlemann, the word mouth, also in Seiffarth, viz., the name of the Moon used as a cycle of Time, hence the lunar month from the hieroglyph [image: image1.png]


with [image: image2.png]


and [image: image3.jpg]


as determinatives given, as the Coptic I O H, or I O H. The Hebrew [image: image4.png]T



may also be used as I O H, for the letter yau, or [image: image5.png]


, was used for o and for u, and for v or w. This, before the Massora, of which the . was used as [image: image6.png]


= o, [image: image7.png]


= u, and [image: image8.png]


= v or w. Now I had worked it out by original search that the great distinctive function of the god-name Jehovah was designative of the influence of the moon as the causative of generation, and as of its exact value as a lunar year in the natural measure of days, as you will fully see, . . . . And here comes this linguistic same word from a source far more ancient; viz., the Coptic, or rather from the old Egyptian in time of the Coptic.". . . . (From a MS.) 
This is the more remarkable when Egyptology compares this with the little which it knows about the Theban triad -- composed of Ammon, Mouth, (or Mout) and their son Khonsoo. This triad was, when united, contained in the moon as their common symbol; and when separated, it was Khonsoo who was the god, LUNUS, being thus confounded with Thot and Phtah. His mother Mout(h) -- the name signifying Mother, by the bye, not the moon, which was only her Symbol -- is called the "Queen of Heaven"; the "Virgin," etc., etc., as she is an aspect of Isis, Hathor, and other mother goddesses. She was less the wife than the mother of Ammon, whose distinct title is "the husband of his Mother." In a statuette at Boulaq, Cairo, this triad is represented (Number 1981 Serapeum, Greek Period) as a mummy-god holding in his hand three different sceptres, and bearing the lunar disc on his head, the characteristic tress of hair showing the design of representing it as that of an infant god, or "the Sun," in the triad. He was the god of Destinies in Thebes, and appears under two aspects (1) as "Khonsoo, the Lunar god, and Lord of Thebes, Nofir-hotpoo -- 'he who is in absolute repose'; and (2) as Khonsoo Iri-sokhroo, or 'Khonsoo, who executes Destiny': the former preparing the events and conceiving them for those born under his generative influence; the latter putting them into action." (See Maspero's Definitions). Under theogonic permutations Ammon becomes Horus, HOR-AMMON, and Mout(h)-Isis is seen suckling him in a statuette of the Saitic period. (Abydos.) In his turn, in this transformed triad, Khonsoo becomes Thot-Lunus, "he who operates salvation." His brow is crowned with the head of an ibis decorated with the lunar disc and the diadem called IO-tef. 
 

I have always though of 'IO' in Crowley's Ode to Pan, as a hailing term; as if saying Hail Pan.  But it seems far more significant now, for him to have used this term.  In effect, he is calling PAN a lunar god, which is consistent with calling PAN one of the guaridans of the Abyss (along with Choronzon and NUIT).  And the paean, IO Pan", in effect, signifies the trinity of gods, expressed throughout many ancient cultures.
 

Now all these symbols are certainly found reflected in (some believe them identical with) the Yave, or Jehovah of the Bible. This will be made plain to any one who reads "The Source of Measures," or "Hebrew Egyptian Mystery," and understands the undeniable, clear, and mathematical proofs that the esoteric foundations, or the system used in the building of the Great Pyramid, and the architectural measurements in the Temple of Solomon (whether the latter be mythical or real), Noah's ark, and the ark of the Covenant, are the same. If anything in the world can settle the dispute that the old, as much as the later, Jews (post-Babylonian), and especially the former, built their theogony and religion on the very same foundation as all Pagans did, it is the work in question. 
And now it may be as well to remind the reader of that which was said of I A O, in our work, "Isis Unveiled." 
"No other deity affords such a variety of etymologies as Jaho, nor is there any name which can be so variously pronounced. It is only by associating it with the Masoretic points that the later Rabbins succeeded in making Jehovah read 'Adonai' -- or Lord, as Philo Byblus spells it in Greek letters [[IEUO]] -- IEVO. Theodoret says that the Samaritans pronounced it Jahe (yahra), and the Jews Yaho; which would make it as we have shown, I -- Ah -- O. Diodorus states that 'among the Jews they relate that Moses called the god Iao.' It is on the authority of the Bible itself, therefore, that we maintain that before his initiation by Jethro, his father-in-law, Moses had never known the word Jaho."* 
The above receives corroboration in a private letter from a very learned Kabalist. In STANZA IV. and elsewhere it is stated that exoterically Brahma (neuter), so flippantly and so often confused by the Orientalists with Brahma -- the male, is sometimes called Kala-hansa (Swan in the eternity), and the esoteric meaning of A-ham-sa, is given. (I -- am -- he, so ham being equal to sah "he," and aham "I" -- a mystic anagram and permutation). It is also the "four-faced" Brahma, the Chatur mukha (the perfect cube) forming itself within, and from the infinite circle; and again the use of the 1, 3, 5, and [image: image9]= 14, as the esoteric hierarchy of the Dhyan Chohans is explained. On this, the said correspondent comments in this way: -- 
"Of the 1, 3, 5, and twice 7, intending and very especially 13,514, which on a circle may be read as 31415 (or [[pi]] value), I think there cannot be a possibility of doubting; and especially when considered with symbol marks on sacr,** 'Chakra,' or Circle of Vishnu. 
"But let me carry your description a step further: -- You say 'The One from 
[[Footnote(s)]] ------------------------------------------------- 
* The student must be aware that Jethro is called the "father-in-law" of Moses; not because Moses was really married to one of his seven daughters. Moses was an Initiate, if he ever existed, and as such an ascetic, a nazar, and could never be married. It is an allegory like everything else. Zipporah (the shining) is one of the personified Occult Sciences given by Revel-Jethro, the Midian priest Initiator, to Moses, his Egyptian pupil. The "well" by which Moses sat down in his flight from the Pharaoh symbolizes the "well of Knowledge." 
** In Hebrew the phallic symbol lingham and Yoni. 
 

IAO is of course, the Gnostic name for God.  Note, these Gnostics, while being very syncretic, were still a development that grew out of Hebrew culture.  And we can see in the above text, overall, that Moses and Noah were qualities of the godhead, expressed in anthropomorphic terms.
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Continuing with my reading of the fourth volume of HPB's Secret Doctrine, Section 3, entitled: The Holy of Holies: It's Degradation...

 

Adam, as the supposed great "Progenitor of the human race," is, as Adam Kadmon, made in the image of God -- a priapic image, therefore. The Hebrew words sacr and n'cabvah are, literally translated, lingham (phallus) and yoni, notwithstanding their translation in the Bible (Genesis i. v. 27.) "male and female." As said there "God creates 'Man in his own image'. . . . . in the image of God created he him, male and female created he them," the androgyne Adam-Kadmon. Now this Kabalistic name is not that of a living man, nor even of a human or divine Being, but of the two sexes or organs of procreation, called in Hebrew with that usual sincerity of language pre-eminently Biblical, sacr and n'cabvah (Jehovah says to Moses "the Summation of my name is Sacr, the carrier of the germ" -- phallus. "It is the vehicle of the annunciation, and the sacr has passed down through ages to the sacr-factum of the Roman priest, and the sacr-fice, and sacrament of the English speaking race." (Source of Measures, p. 236) Thence marriage is a sacrament in the Greek and Roman Churches.); these two being, therefore, the image under which the "Lord God" appeared usually to his chosen people. That this is so, is now undeniably proven by almost all the symbologists and Hebrew scholars as well as by the Kabala. Therefore Adam is in one sense Jehovah. This makes plain another general tradition in the East mentioned in Gregorie's "Notes and Observations upon several passages in Scripture" (1684. Vol. 1 pp. 120-21) and quoted by Hargrave Jennings in his Phallicism: "That Adam was commanded by God that his dead body should be kept above ground till committed to the middle of the earth by a priest of the most High God." Therefore, "Noah daily prayed in the ark before the BODY OF ADAM," or before the Phallus in the ark, or Holy of Holies, again. He who is a Kabalist and accustomed to the incessant permutation of Biblical names, once they are interpreted numerically and symbolically, will understand what is meant. 
 

The "Phallus in the ark" may also  be stated as the lingham in the Yoni.  The sexual act is a prayer and a celebration of all that is holy, of course, when performed by the formula of Love under Will.  In other words, when it is not performed for prurient or commercial ends, which will then cause it to be something entirely different.  That Crowley describes the sacrament as the sperm in the Cup (a symbol for vagina) has disgusted many of his Christist critics in the Yellow Press.  But these are the religions of the Spiritual Cycle, which have no regard for the material plane; as if denying one half of the body of God.  And this is precisely so; they deny the feminine half and create patriarchal culture.  The opposite again is the Material Cycle, which places the woman over the man; but it is only in the Integrative Age that the androgyne emerges as the potent symbol and both men and women seek whole-ness and the integration of the two halves of their being.

 

Jehovah, from the two words of which his name is composed, "makes up the original idea of male-female as birth-originator, for the [image: image10.png]


was the membrum virile and Houak was Eve." So . . . "the perfect one, as originator of measures, takes also the form of birth origin, as hermaphrodite one; hence the phallic use of form." ("Source of Measures," 159). Besides the same author shows and demonstrates numerically and geometrically that (a) Arets, earth, Adam, man, and H'Adam are cognate with each other, and are personified in the Bible under one form, as the Egyptian and Hebrew Mars, god of the generation; and (b) that Jehovah, or Jah, is Noah, or Jehovah is Noah in Hebrew would be [image: image11.png]i



, or literally in English, Inch." 
 

The god of generation in Egyptian culture is of course, Horus; a principle of Thelema.  And the word for inch is pronounced Evoe, Yod-Vau-Heh and is another name for IAO.  What immediately comes to mind is the adorations in Treasure House of Images: The Chapter known as the Hundred and Sixty-Nine Cries of Adoration and teh Unity thereof.  After each of the cries, is the exclamation: "I adore Thee, Evoe! I adore Thee, IAO!

 

The above affords, then, a key to the said traditions. Noah, a divine permutation, the supposed saviour of Humanity, who carries in his ark or argha (the moon), the germs of all living things, worships before the "body of Adam," which body is the image of, and a Creator itself. Hence Adam is called the "Prophet of the Moon," the Argha or "Holy of Holies" of the [image: image12.png]


(Yodh). This also shows the origin of the Jewish popular belief that the face of Moses is in the moon -- i.e., the spots in the Moon. For Moses and Jehovah are once more permutations, as has been shown Kabalistically. Says the author of the "Source of Measures" (p. 271): "There is one fact in regard to Moses and his works too important to be omitted. When he is instructed by the Lord as to his mission, the power name assumed by the Deity is, I am that I am, the Hebrew words being: -- 
[image: image13.png]TITIRTYWR TN




a variety reading of [image: image14.png]bkl



. Now, Moses is [image: image15.png]mea



, and equals 345. Add the values of the new form of the name Jehovah, 21 + 501 + 21 = 543, or, by a reverse reading, 345; thus showing Moses to be a form of Jehovah in this combination. 21 ÷ 2 = 10.5, or, reversed, 501, so that the asher or the that in I am that I am is simply a guide to a use of 21 or 7 x 3; 501 [[squared]] = 251 +, a very valuable pyramid number, etc., etc. 
For a clearer explanation for the benefit of non-Kabalists we put it thus: "I am that I am" is in Hebrew: -- 
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Add the numbers of these separate words and you have: -- 
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(which relates to the process of descending in fire on the mount to make man, etc., etc.), and which is explained to be but a check and use of the numbers of the mountains; for: -- on one side we have 10 + 5 + 6 = 21, down the middle 501, and on the other side 6 + 5 + 10 = 21." (From the same author.) (Vide § XXII., "The Symbolism of the Mystery Name IAO.") 
 

The Gematric process used here is call ThRaShRQ, reversing the order of numbers (or letters) to find equivalence.  And through this we see Moses and God to be reflections of each other.  Again for those that take the Bible as denotative, a large superstition must emerge.  But to read it connotatively, we see Moses as a symbol and not an historical personage.  Adam, Noah and Moses are all the same symbol...a trinity, if you like.
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Completing my reading of Section 3, Vol. IV of HPB's Secret Doctrine:

 

Thus it is maintained, that with regard to the contents of the Bible, one of two hypotheses has to be admitted. Either behind the symbolic substitute -- Jehovah -- there was the unknown, incognizable Diety, the Kabalistic Ain-Soph; or, the Jews have been from the beginning, no better than the dead-letter Lingham-(Their consecrated pillars (unhewn stones) erected by Abraham and Jacob were LINGHI.) worshippers of the India of to-day. We say it was the former; and that, therefore, the secret or esoteric worship of the Jews was the same Pantheism that the Vedantin philosophers are reproached with to-day; Jehovah was a substitute for purposes of an exoteric national faith, and had no importance or reality in the eyes of the erudite priests and philosophers -- the Sadducees, the most refined as the most learned of all the Israelite sects, who stand as a living proof with their contemptuous rejection of every belief, save the LAW. 
 

What I have been trying to show through all my Theosophical Commentaries is that the Book of the Law holds the same "LAW" that sits in the deepest recesses of human knowledge through and from primordial times.  This is why Liber AL proclaims that the Jews have the half and my contention has been that the original Torah that was lost and rewritten, reflects a Rabbinical slant that afforded them control of a body politic.  It seems many important elements in the original and more esoteric texts were as HPB alludes, more directly connected with that primordial wisdom of the Vedantin and other Aryan lines.  

 

For how could those who invented the stupendous scheme now known as the Bible, or their successors who knew, as all Kabalists do, that it was so invented for a popular blind -- how could they, we ask, feel reverence for such a phallic symbol and a NUMBER, as Jehovah is shown most undeniably to be in the Kabalistic works? How could anyone worthy of the name of a philosopher, and knowing the real secret meaning of their "pillar of Jacob," their Bethel, oil-anointed phalli, and their "Brazen Serpent," worship such a gross symbol, and minister unto it, seeing in it their "Covenant" -- the Lord Himself! Let the reader turn to Gemara Sanhedrin and judge. As various writers have shown, and as brutally stated in Hargrave Jennings' Phallicism (p. 67) "We know from the Jewish records that the Ark contained a table of stone. . . . that stone was phallic, and yet identical with the sacred name Jehovah . . . which written in unpointed Hebrew with four letters, is J-E-V-E or JHVH (the H being merely an aspirate and the same as E). This process leaves us the two letters I and V (in another form U); then if we place the I in the U we have the 'Holy of Holies'; we also have the Lingha and Yoni and Argha of the Hindus, the Isvara and 'supreme Lord'; and here we have the whole secret of its mystic and arc-celestial import, confirmed in itself by being identical with the Linyoni (?) of the Ark of the Covenant." 
 

The outer or exoteric religions have in this Piscean Age, moved far away from the esoteric truths that they once guarded and concealed.  As they moved away from the Matriarchy of the Material Cycle, like the backlash of a pendulum, they removed the feminine; all but completely from their conceptualization of the God-head.  But the primordial wisdom is the very obvious unity of both genders as part of one complete and whole or integrated God-head.  No matter what may be its tentative balance, the Integrative Age is as at the center of the pendulum; swaying to both sides in a polar matrix.  Polarity becomes the key to this dualistic and evolving Universe.

 

The Biblical Jews of to-day do not date from Moses but from David -- even admitting the identity of the old genuine with the later and remodelled Mosaic scrolls. Before that time their nationality is lost in the mists of prehistoric darkness, the veil from which is now withdrawn as much as we have space to do so. It is only to the days of the Babylonian captivity that the Old Testament may be referred by the most lenient criticism, as the approximately correct views that were current about the days of Moses. Even such fanatical Christians and worshippers of Jehovah as the Rev. Mr. Horne, have to admit the numerous changes and alterations made by the later compilers of the "Book of God," since it was found by Hilkiah (See "Introduction to the Old Testament," and also Bishop Colenso's "Elohistic and Jehovistic writers"); and that "the Pentateuch arose out of the primitive or older documents, by means of a SUPPLEMENTARY One." The Elohistic texts were re-written 500 years after the date of Moses; the Jehovistic 800, on the authority of the Bible chronology itself. Hence, it is maintained that the deity, represented as the organ of generation in his pillar form, and as a symbol of the double-sexed organ in the numeral value of the letters of his name, or [image: image18.png]


the Yodh (phallus), and [image: image19.png]


He (the opening, or the Womb) according to Kabalistic authority -- is of a far later date than the Elohim symbols and is borrowed from the Pagan exoteric rites; and Jehovah is thus on a par with the Lingham and Yoni found on every road-side in India. 
 

In this dualistic Universe, the polarity between man and woman channels spiritual/psycho-physical evolution that is deeply connected with light (L.V.X.), of which the Lightening Flash represents symbolically in the Qabalah.  This light is also in the Phosphorylation that ties the two-strands of human DNA together.  Phosphorylation is a light; phosphor...L.V.X.  The Alchemy gets very rich in working with this organic and quantum matrix; with all the possibilities that have reached human understanding.

 

Just as the IAO of the mysteries was distinct from Jehovah, so was the later Iao and Abraxas of some Gnostic sects identical with the god of the Hebrews, who was the same with the Egyptian Horus. This is undeniably proven on "heathen" as on the Gnostic "Christian" gems. In Matter's collection of such gems there is a "Horus" seated on the lotus, inscribed [[ABRASAXIAO]] (Abraxas Iao) -- an address exactly parallel to the so frequent [[EIS ZETS SARAPI]] (Eis zets sarapi) on the contemporary Heathen gems; and therefore only to be translated by "Abraxas is the One Jehovah" (King's Gnostics, p. 327). But who was Abraxas? As the same author shows -- "the numerical or Kabalistic value of the name Abraxas directly refer to the Persian title of the god 'Mithra,' Ruler of the year, worshipped from the earliest times under the appellation of Iao." Thus, the Sun, in one aspect, the moon or the Lunar genius, in another, that generative deity whom the Gnostics saluted as "Thou that presidest over the Mysteries of the Father and the Son, who shinest in the night-time, holding the second rank, the first Lord of Death." 
It is only in his capacity of the genius of the moon, the latter being credited in the old cosmogony with being the parent of our Earth, that Jehovah could ever be regarded as the creator of our globe and its Heaven, namely, the Firmament. 
 

Abrasax or Abraxas and Horus come from the same dynamic hook-up in Greece, with the Egyptian mystery schools and the influx of the Hellenic Jews.  These are also important parts of the Thelemic cosmogony as it reflects again the primordial teachings, given to us the Secret Chiefs; guiding humanity throughout the millenia.  This whole process, from the concealment of the ancient Law to its restoration is the Universal passion-play and is brought out in my analysis of Liber Trigrammaton.
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Continuing my reading in Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, I came across this term, also included in Liber Cheth and that I've seen no where else before.  In Liber Cheth, it's verse 12: "And behold! if by stealth thou keep unto thyself one thought of thine, then shalt thou be cast out into the abyss for ever; and thou salt be the lonely one, the eater of dung, the afflicted in the Day of Be-with-Us."
In Stanza 5 Verse 6 of the Secret Doctrine, we read:
THE LIPIKA CIRCUMSCRIBE THE TRIANGLE, THE FIRST ONE, THE CUBE, THE SECOND ONE, AND THE PENTACLE WITHIN THE EGG.  IT IS THE RING CALLED "PASS NOT" FOR THOSE WHO DESCEND AND ASCEND; WHO DURING THE KALPA ARE PROGRESSING TOWARDS THE GREAT DAY "BE WITH US". ..THUS WERE FORMED THE ARUPA ND THE RUPA: FROM ONE LIGHT, SEVEN LIGHTS; FROM EACH OF HTE SEVEN, SEVEN TIMES SEVEN LIGHTS.  THE WHEELS WATCH THE RING...
In her commentary, she writes:
Thus in the allegory, the Lipika separate the world (or plane) of pure Spirit from that of Matter.  Thos who "descend and ascend"--the incarnating Monads, and men striving towards purification and "ascending," but still not having quite reach the goal--may cross the Cricle of "Pass Not," only on the Day "Be With Us;" that day when man, feeing himself from the trammels of ignorance, and recognizing fully the non-separateness of the Ego within his personality--erroneously regarded as his own--from the UNIVERSAL EGO (Anima Supra-Mundi), merges thereby into theOne Essense, to becdome not only one "with Us," the manifested universal Lives which are "ONE" LIFE, but that very Life itself.
Those "ascending and descending" would seem to be equivalent to the Secret Chiefs or Blavatsky's "Hidden Mahatmas."  They have lost their ignorance in that they recognize the "non-separateness of the Ego," which I have also equated to some degree with my theory on the nature of the Holy Guardian Angel.  The Angel touches universal being (in contrast with the perfected individualized being, the 'asar un nefer' of the self that appeals to the Angel in the Dominus Liminis Grade) and has a greater source of knowledge.  Crowley wasn't really sure whether or not this angel was an actual being or part of himself.  And this confusion makes perfect sense.  Non-individualized ego is outside the comprehension of the individualized ego; the Angel then taking on some aspects of 'Not-I' or NUIT and having recourse to a knowledge of affairs in the Universe that the individualized ego (HADIT) cannot comprehend.  But Hadit itself must partake of this primordial essence and be the stuff of stars.  And so Hadit has a universalized or un-individualized essence (perhaps by virtue of his coitus with Nuit and the subsequent exchange of energy).  And Crowley's confusion becomes all the more sensible.
And a little later in her commentary, she writes:
The Great Day "Be With Us," then, is an expression, the only merit of which lies in its leteral translation.  Its significance is notso easily revealed to a public, unacquainted with the mystic tenets of Occultism, or rather of Esoteric Wisdom or "Budhism."  It is an expression peculiar to the latter, and as hazy for the profane as that of the Egyptians, who called the same the "Day Come To Us," which is identical with the former--though the word "be," in this sense, might be still better replaced with either of the two terms "remain" or "rest with us," as it refers to that long period of Rest which is called Paranirvana...("The Day of 'Come to us'! It is the day when Osiris says to the Sun: Come, I see him encountering the Sun in Amenti.")...The Sun here stands for the Logos (or Christos, or Horus), as the central Essence synthetically, and as a diffused essense of radiated Entities, different in substance, but not in essence.  As expressed by the Bhafavad Gita lecturer, "it must not be supposed that the Logos is but a single centre of energy which is manifested by Parabrahman.  There are innumberable others.  Their number is almost infinite, in the bosom of Parabrahaman." Hence the expressions, "The Day of Come to Us" and "The Day of BE With Us," etc.  Just as the Square is the Symbolof the Four sacred Forces or Powers--Tetraktys--so the Circle shows theboudary within the Infinity that no man, even in spirit, or Deva or Dhyan Chohan can cross.  The Spirits of those who "descend and ascend," during the course of cyclic evolution, shall cross the "iron-bound world," only on the day of the ir approach to the threshold of Paranirvana.  If they reach it, they will rest in the bosom of Parabrahaman, or the "Unknown Darkness," which shall then become for all of them Light, during the whole period o fMahapralaya, the "Great Night," namely, 311,040,000,000,000 years of absorption in Brahman.  The Day of "Be With Us" is this period of Rest, or Paranirvana.  It corresponds to the Day of the Last Judgment of the Christian, which has been sorely materialized in their religion.
The Christos and Logos is here identified with Horus and not with Osiris.  I can only speculate as to why Blavatsky does this.  And that would be that Horus as the avenging god partakes fully of the resurrected or "ascending" life as Osiris sufferred afliction and is departed to the underworld.  But Horus is that solar essence inherent in each and every human being, the "innumerable others."  Paranirvana then becomes the N.O.X. or Great Night of Pan in Thelemic terms.  This is the place of many forms from which the ALL must emerge.  It is the "Ring Pass-Not" through which the one descends or involves itself into the ALL (Matter or the "iron-bound world," which is itself Martial-iron being attributed to Mars and Mars being identified with Horus).
The day of Judgement then has an entirely different connotation; perhaps a reference to the mystical 'Dark Night of the Soul.'  Herein, the Aspirant takes in his or her shadow to full conscious reality and the great doubt and tribulation occurs until all are united as One as it is beyond the Abyss.  This is then both a self-judgment and a self-annihilation that has little to do with some anthropomorphic god deciding the nature of your eternal destiny in a heaven or hell.
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It might be better said that the two phases, "Light" and "Shadow"(which above the abyss are resolved, or dis-solved into zero) find their backwards reflections at the lowest point in the Tree of Life, respectively in the paths of Shin and Qoph. The former being the glimmering of the Ecstacy of Resolution or At-One-ment, and the latter being the "Dark Night of the Soul". 
 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE
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Hi Charles,
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I don't think we're talking about something so far down on the Tree and especially in the Blavatsky text.  The Fohat that she refers to is beyond even the androgynous godhead, putting it much on a par with Kether or even the Ain Soph.  But "Be With Us" also has a seeming allusion to the Abyss, something that Liber Cheth also deals with (see my commentary when I can finally get my website back up).  And this would be consistent with the Night of Pan as much as the N.O.X., from which all forms emanate.
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Continuing my read on Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine (Stanza 6; Verse 5), she quotes a commentary that she has access to in order to create her commentary:
The Holy Youths [the Gods] refused to multiply and create species after their likeness, after their kind.  "They are not fit forms [rupas] for us.  They have to grow."  They refuse to enter the Chhayas [Shadows or Images] of their inferiors.  Thus had selfish feeling prevailed from the beginning, even among the Gods, and they fell under the eye ofthe Karmic Lipikas.
In her commentary, she writes:
It is a universal tradition that, before the physiological "Fall," propagation of one's kind, whetehr huan or animal, took place through the Will of the Creators, orof their progeny.  This was the Fall of Spirit into generation, not theFall of mortal Man.  It has already been stated that, to become Self-Conscious, Spirit must pass through every cycle of being, culminating in its highest point on earth in Man.  Spirit per se is an unconcious negative ABSTRACTION.  Its purity is inherent, not acquired by merit; hence, as already shown, to become the hghest Dhyan Chohan, it is necessary for each Ego to attain to full self-consciousness as a human, io.e. conscious, Being, which is synthesized for us in Man.
There's a lot here already to digest: Spirit is already perfect, contrary to what the slave religions preach, there is no good deed that will get you to any heaven.  And as the Qabalah clearly shows for those who would read it properly, the descent into matter is by Spirit or the Godhead...there is no fall due to any bad deed.
And here's where things get really interesting:
"There were many Wars," all referring to struggles of adjustment, spiritual, cosmical and astronomical, but chiefly to the mystery of the evolution ofman, as he is now.  The Powers or pure Essences that were "told to create," relate to a mystery explained, as already said, elsewhere.  It is not only one othe most hidden secrets of Nature--that of generation, over whose solution the embryologists have vainly put their heads together--but likewise a divine function which involves that great religious, or rather domatic, mystery, the so-called "Fall" of the Angels.  Satan and his rebellious host, when the meaning ofthe allegory is explained, will thus prove to have refused to create physical man, only to become the direct Saviours and Creators of "divine Man."  The symbolical teaching is more than mystical and religious, it is purely scientific, as will be seen later on.  For, instead of remaining a mere blind functioning medium, impelled and guided by fathomless Law, the "rebellious" Angel claimed and enforced his right of independent judgment and will, his right of free-agency and responsibility, since Man and Angel are alike under Karmic Law.
The 'War in Heaven' that has Satan falling, reveals to us the nature of our divinity, like the fire Prometheus stole from the gods and brought to humanity.  To quote one of our Thelemic holy books (Liber 418):
And that bright light of comfort, and that piercing sword of truth,
and all that power and beauty that they have made of themselves, is cast
from them, as it is written, "I saw Satan like lightning fall from Heaven."
And as a flaming sword is it dropt through the abyss, where the four beasts
keep watch and ward. And it appeareth in the heaven of Jupiter as a morning star, or as an evening star. And the light thereof shineth
even unto the earth, and bringeth hope and help to them that dwell in the
darkness of thought, and drink of the poison of life. Fifty are the
gates of understanding, and one hundred and six are the
seasons thereof. And the name of every season is Death.
The four beasts of course, are the Cherubim; the Watcher angels or Watcher stars (for those familiar with the Starry Gnosis).  But also, Blavatsky teaches that we are in the "Fourth Round, at the middle point of which the perfect equilibrium between Spirit and Matter had to take place."
And She goes on to quote the author of New Aspects of Life:
According to the symbolical teaching, ... spirit, from being simply a functionar agent of God, became volitional in its developed and developing action, and, substituting is own will for the Divine desrie in it regard, so fell.  Hece the kingdom of spirits and spiritual action, whic flow from and are the product of spirit volition, are outside, and contrasted with an in contradiction to the kingdom of soulsn and divine action...
Wen man was created, he was human in constitution, with human affections, human hopes and aspirations.  From this state he fell--into the brute and savage.
Blavatsky argues that Theosophy does not teach evolution; and here we see a description of the involutionary process that the Qabalah also teaches.  But for those of us who have studied Darwinism, we also see the movement upwards of evolution.  And so it seems that in the balance or in the middle, animal evolving upwards, meets spirit involving downwards.  And so Satan would 'fall' from heaven; he would evolve downwards.  And his progeny and the progeny of his peers, those that create offspring in the likeness of the Spirit (new souls) are 'Sons of God' (the Anunaki) meeting in the lower astral, the 'Daughters of Men' (with women being said to hold the Earth-Spirit or that spiritual force that moves upwards.  After all, we know from modern science that matter is spirit and is not be eschewed as 'dirty.'  And so BABALON, our Scarlet Whore, Our Lady, is the Queen of Heaven in her aspect as an Earth deity.  She is the archetypal 'Daughter of Man' and hence the Mother of our race.  (cf. Liber Reguli)  Their offspring is the Nephilim.
Are these the Enochian beings?  I really believe they must be.  This is the process alluded to in the legends of Enoch.  This is the radiant apocalypse of L.V.X. and Gnosis.
Note Blavasky says: "Spirit...is an unconscious negative abstraction."  The allusion here is to the nightside of the Tree-of-Life.  And this would be the lower astral or feminine soul.  And note also the Chaldean legends of the Nephilim being 'trapped' in the lower astral.  It is this strata that Dee&Kelly seem to have tapped into.  And with that, they have tapped into the spiritual part of our heritage (spirit again, is a femine aspect as well).  It is the animal brute (mentioned above) that must be overcome; the animal brute being given a false pre-eminence due to the scourge of the slave religions.
But this brute, this BEAST has its place in our theogony.  Again, all matter is of spiritual essence.  This BEAST is that which BABALON rides, the vehicle that delivers her power.  Dee&Kelly did not understand this and abandoned the work when they came to realize (to their horror) this.  Thus, matter strides towards the spirit.  Out of unconsciousness, emerges consciousness and the Universal Mind apprehends itself through our wholesome sentience.
Note the placement of the Death and Devil Atus on the Tree-of-Life; on each side of Tiphareth and each leading from one of the Sephiroth of the Astral Triad into the lower Sephira of the Ethical Triad.  Death moves upwards as Blavatsky notes:
Thus "SATAN," once he ceases to be viewed in the superstitious, dogmatic, unphiosophical spirit of the Churches, grows into the grandiose image of one who makes of a terrestrial, a divine Man; who gives him, throughout the long cycle of Mahakalpa, the law of theSpirit of Life, and make him free from the Sin of Ignorance, hence of Death.
Moving upwards through the Death Atu, from Netzach (Victory or Venus...note the Liber 418 quote above: Venus is the morning and evening stars) to Tiphareth (the "asar un nefer" or 'myself made perfect').  This energy is carried upwards by the woman in the sexual formula of ON (cf. the GCL Breviary).  The juxtaposition with the Devil Atu and the male bringing the energy down into manifestation (Satan falling from heaven) wherein it resides in the lower astral (Yesod on the Tree-of-Life).  It is here that the Magickal Childe is birthed...the Nephilim of Holy Guardian Angel is formulated in the Lower Astral.
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Continuing my read of Madame Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, Stanza 7 vs. 1:
She writes in her commentary:
"...the Ain Soph, the ABSOLUTE ENDLESS NO-THING, uses also the form of the ONE, the manifested "Heavenly man" (the First Cause), as its Chariot (MERCABAH in Hebrew; Vahan, in Sanskrit) or Vehicle, to desend into and manifest itself in, the pheonomenal world.  But the Kabalists neither make it plain how the ABSOLUTE can use anything, or exercise any attribute whatever, since, as the Absdolute, it is devoid of attributes; nor do they explain that in reality it is the First Cause (Plato's Logos), the original and eternal IDEA, that manifests through Adam Kadmon, the Seond Logos, so to speak.  In the Book of Numbers, it is explained that Ain (En, or Aior) is the only self-existent, whereas its "Depth," the Bythos of the Gnostics, called Propator, is only periodical...It is the Depth, the Source of Light, or Propator, which is the Unmanifested LOGOS, or the abstract Idea, and not Ain Soph, whose Ray uses Adam Kadmon--"male and female"--or the Manfiested Logos, the objective Universe, as a Chariot thorugh which to manifest.  But in the Zohar we read (pj note: I've typed only the English translation of Rosenroth's quote) "The order is hidden and withdrawn, the Microposopus is revealed and not revealed].  This is a fallacy, since Microprosopus, or the Microcosm, can only exist during its manifestations, and is destroyed during the Mahapralayas.  Rosenroth's Kabbala is no guide, but very often a puzzle."
This opens up a whole pandora's box if we look close into her comment.
The Merkabah tradition has more the Chariot going up; no regular (at least!) mention is made of the divine chariot that must descend.  Though there is the debate as to whether the Hebrew Mage must wait for divine grace to make the ascent or whether he can do this of his own volition (a magickal act).  Naturally, we as Thelemites take the latter argument; 418 and the DOzmt being certain proofs.  HPB goes on to note that the Logos as 'First Cause' is 'devoid of attributes' as it is the movement of the Ain Soph to cast a reflection of itself that it might come to know itself; as we have been taught in our study of the Qabalah.  Kether then, being Adam Kadmon is the manifested Logos...it is the biune god (male and female) that was worshipped before the onset of monotheism.
Between that which is hidden and not hidden and that which is revealed and not revealed, we have two quotes from Liber AL:
AL I.56:  "Expect him not from the East, nor from the West; for from no  expected house cometh that child.  Aum!  All words are sacred and all prophets true; save only that they understand a little; solve the first half of the equation, leave the second unattacked.  But thou hast all in the clear light, and some, though not all, in the dark."
AL III.75:  "The ending of the words is the Word Abrahadabra.
                   The Book of the Law is Written
                         and Concealed.
                           Aum.  Ha."
Notice that the word 'Aum' appears in both verses.  Motta's comment on AL:I.56 is significant as I will elaborate on below:

AUM is related to Aleph qabalistically by number—111 in each case.  The termination is in “Death” in the sense of Mystical Sacrifice, the Dying God, the Witness—MN, the Hanged Man.  Since Aum was the Word of Krishna, the most ancient known form of the Dying God (later cynically adopted in the Roman Catholic Pantheon as “Saint Sebastian”), it is a natural connotation of the Magus’s message.  It may be difficult for a minor Hindu initiate to absorb the idea that AU M is, after all, an imperfect hieroglyph.  Krishna has been worshipped in India for ten thousand years, brutish mankind may have gone a little further in its study of the Universe in which we live!  At least some Tantrists of high initiation and a few of the Siva & Kali worshippers perceive why the Spiritual Name of Aleister Crowley in the Hindu Initiatic tradition is MAHATMA GURU SRI PARAMAHANSA SHIVAJI.

‘Little’—30+10+9+30+5=93.  Hoor-paar-kraat is The Fook, and Aiwass His minister.  This throws light onthe function of this Ipsissimus.  He is the Hierophant of the Magi, jst as 666, His pupil, is, at present, the Hierophant of the Masters of the Temple.
But for now, we should mention the Adam Kadmon of the Gnostics, the mythical Jesus.  They needed to replace the original as Jehovah or the North Star was shown not to be the true center of the Universe, rather is was the Pleroma or Black Hole at the center of the Milky Way Galaxy (as I elaborate on in the Starry Gnosis).  I find it interesting that HPB mentions the "Propator," which I can only guess is a synonym.  But more significant, Jesus as Logos, is not Tiphareth as is usually taught, but is rather Kether.  This is also why he becomes the crowned God.
But Jesus is quoted as saying "Only through me can you get to the father."  This is taught as the allusion to Tiphareth.  HPB has something to say about this:
The later Kabalists, however, expecially the Christian mystics, have played sad havoc with this magnificent symbol.  Indeed, the Microposopus--who is philosophically speaking, quite distinct from the unmanifested eternal Logos, "one with the Father"--has finally been brought, by centruies of incessant efforts of sophistry and of oparadoxes, to be considered as one with Jehovah, or the One living God (!), whereas Jehovah is no better than Binah, a female Sephira.
Remember, Jehovah is Saturn and Saturn is the ruler of Binah.  It figures that the patriarchs of Israel would reserve their sacred rights for men only...the women would be practicing lesbianism.  That is assuming that their is no dual nature in this Sephira.  But our study of Da'ath has shown us that here, both Babalon (along with NUIT), the female and Pan, the male are Guardians of the Abyss, where Saturn is situated to form the Hexagram.
Jesus then, as the Adam Kadmon and Dying God as Motta speaks about above, is the message of the Mage; the Fool Atu 111 being its counterpart as both Atus emanate from Kether.  The Death of course is the Initiation at Tiphareth; the Transformation from mundane animal to awake human by giving up the dream of life and succumbing to the reality of life...which seems impossible in this dream.
And so the six-pointed star that is so important to we Thelemites comes into the fore and Blavatsky writes:
The six-pointed star refers to teh six Forces or Powers of Nature, the six planes, principles, etc., etc., all synthesized by the seventh, or thecentral point in the Star.  All htesee, the upper and lower Hierarchies included, emanate from the Heavenly or Clestial Virgin, theGreat Mother in all religions, the Androgyne, the Siphira Adam Kadmon.  Sephira is the Crown, Kether, in the abstract princple only, as a mathemaical x, the unknown quantity.  On the plane of differentiated nature, she is the female counterpart of Adam Kadmon, the first Androgyne.
If we view Da'ath as the immediate reflection of Kether, then the biune nature more easily perceived in Da'ath can be indirectly adjudicated for Kether.  But also here, Liber AL becomes important:
AL III.22:  "The other images group around me to support me: let all be worshipped, for they shall cluster to exalt me.  I am the visible object of worship; the others are secret; for the Beast & his Bride are they: and for the winners of the Ordeal x.  What is this?  Thou shalt know."
In their commentaries, neither Crowley nor Motta seem to have understood this, at least in relation to what Blavatsky is talking about.  The Beast and the Bride then become archetypal or on a higher plane than the mundane as is the error of so many Thelemic groups that use the archetypes as an excuse for prurient sexual acts; veiling their vices with virtuous words.  The Bride and the Beast are Babalon and Pan.  The "Ordeal x" is either then, the initiated point at Tiphareth, or more than likely the ultimate Ipsissimus Initiation at Kether.  And not only does this prophesy Crowley to become an Ipsissimus; but if we accept this, then we must also accept his assertion that Blavatsky was also a Master of the Temple (and of course, a possible Ipsissimus), which Blavatsky's commentary would seem to bear out.
But the six, being Tiphareth, the Sun is about Light, but not the Light that we have assumed from both the Bible and the First Degree O.T.O. Initiation.
The Kabalah teaches that hte words "Fiat Lux" (in Genesis I) referred to the formation and evolution of the Sephiroth, and not to light as opposed to darkness.  Rabbi Simeon says:
O companions, companions, man as an emanation was both man and owman, Adam Kadmon verily, and this is the sense of the words, "Let there be Light, and there was Light."  And this is the two-fold man..
In its Unity, Primoridal Light is the seventh, or highest, princkple, Daiviprakrit, the Light of hte Unmanifested Logos.  But in it differentiation, it becomes Fohat, or the "Seven Sons."  The former is symbolized the central point in the Double Triangle; the latter by the Hexagon itself, or the"Six Limbs" of Microposopus, the Sevnen being Malkuth, the "Bride" of the Christian Kabalists, or our Earth.  Hence the expressions:
The first after the "One" is Divine Fire; the seoncd, Fire and Aether; the third is ocmposed of Fire, Aethyr and Water; the fourth of Fire, Aeither, Water, and Air.  The One is not concered with Man-bearing Globes, but with the inner, invisible Spheres,  The "first-Born" are the LIFE, the Heart and Pulse of hte Universe; the Second are its MIND or Consiousness.
At this point then, I'll leave you with this hint, you'll understand more of the preceding paragraph upon your reading the Golden Chain of Homer to be found in the Curriculum section of gclvx.org.
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Per a previous message relating meaning in the value of Pi, reading Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine; this time, Stanza 7, Verse 3 brings a different attention to idea of the Dhyan Chohans.  First, Blavatsky quotes "a very learned admirer of Jewish Esotericism:"
The Kabbalah says expressly that Elohim is a "general abstraction," what we call in mathematics "a constant co-efficient," or a "general function," entering into all construction, not particular; that is, by the general ratio 1 to 31415, the [Astro-Dhyanic and] Elohistic figures.
Blavatsky goes on to say:
To  our spiritual perceptions, however, and to our inner spiritual eye, the Elohim, or Dhyanis, are no more an abstrction than our soul and spirit are to us.  Reject the one and you reject the other, since that which is the surviving Entity in us, is partly the direct emanation from, and party those celestial Entities themselves.
This sets up the whole idea of the 'Sons of God' from which the themes of the Anunaki and Nephilim and later of course, the Enochiana would gain great credence.  HPB then continues briefly along this line:
...some of their [the Jews] great prophets and seers like Daniel and Ezekiel--Enoch belonging to a far ditant race, as a gerneic charactwer, and ot to any nation but all--they knew little of, nor would they deal with, the real divine Occultism; their nationa character being averse toanything which had no direct bearing upon their own ethnical, tribal and individual benefits--witness their own prophets, and the curses thundered by tem against the "stiff-necked reace."  But even the Kabalah plainly shows the direct relation between the Sephiroth, or Elohim, an men.
This I think brings out more clearly the idea of the Jews having but the half as Liber AL contends.  HPB shows Enoch not to be a Jewish character, as can clearly be deduced from Genesis as can Abraham and so many others; they being alive long before Genesis was written and the Hebrew culture formulated.  Daniel and Ezekiel would write Apocalypses, doing those things that Enoch was also said to have done; riding the chariot to the seven heavens.  But they would not be said to have the purity of Enoch.  Yet, Enoch's visions remain pseudpegripha as Daniel and Ezekiel's remain canon; though often overlooked canon.
But here's where things get interesting as Blavatsky clearly equates the Sephiroth themselves with the Elohim.  And as a side-bar, Crowley calls the Major Arcana of the Tarot, Atus--a word for the gods of the Egyptians (the Jewish forbears):
Therefore, when it is proved to us that the Kabalistic identification of Jehovah with Binah, a female Siphira, ahs still another, a sub-occult, meaning in it, then only will Occultists be ready to apss the palm of perfection to the Kabalist.  Until thien, it is asserted that, as Jehovah, in the abstract sense of a "one living God," is a single number, a metaphyical figment, and a realith onoy when put in hos proper place as an emanation and a Siphira--we have a right to mantaint that the Zohar, as witnessed ty bhe Book of Numers, at any rate, gave our orfiginally, before the Christian Kabalist had disfigured it, and still gives out, the same docrine that we do; that is, it makes Man emanate, not form one Celestial Man, but form a Septenary Group of Clestial Men, or Angels, just as in Pymander, the Thought Divine.
The implications here are astounding.  We are descended from a collection of seven gods; relating an important value in the seven sacred planets...and of course, the number of Sephira in the Ruach.  The relation to the nature of our soul/spirit complex then is given opportunity to be expounded upon.  Note what HPB says above in relation to our spirit/soul complex being an emanation (Sephira) from the Elohim.
But these emanations are merely abstract concepts if we reduce Jehovah to a number and in this case, the number three (Binah).  Perhaps we see more meaning in Liber AL's assertion that all numbers are infinite.
But more importantly, the mistake made by the Qabalists and the Christian Gnostics (and the reason why Blavatsky says that Qabalists haven't risen to the point of prominence as other more 'perfect' occultists) is that they rely on this idea of a primordial being...an archetypal first man (Adam Kadmon for the Jews and Jesus for the Gnostics).  They suppose this to be the source of their monotheism.  Of course, the Christians like the Muslims are polytheistic; having two gods (the other being the Devil).  Only the Jews hold true to the one.  And yet, HPB hails to seven gods, which perhaps give us seven ethnicities on this planet and govern each of seven continents and each of seven seas.
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Again, reading in Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, Stanza 7, Verse 6; in her commentary, she writes:
This sentence, "the Thread between the Silent Watcher and his Shadow [Man] becomes more strong with every Change," is another psychological mystery...For the present, it will suffice to say that the "Watcher" and his "Shadows" --the latter numbering as many as there are reincarnations for the Monad--are one, The Watcher, or the Divine Prototype, is at the upper rung of the Ladder of Being; the Shadow, at the lower.  Withal, the Monad of every living being, unless his moral turpitude breaks the connection, and he runs loose and "astray into the Lunar Path" --to use the Occult expression--is an individual Dhyan Chohan distinct from others, [with] a kind of spiritual Individuality of its own, during one special Manvantara.  It's Primary, the Spirit (Atman), is one, of course, with the One Unviersal Spirit (Paramatama), but the Vehicle (Vahan) it is enshrined in, the Buddhi, is apart and parcelof the Dhyan-Chohanic Essence; and it is in this that lies the mystrery of the ubiquity..."My Father, that is in Heaven, and I--are one," (See John, x, 30) says the Christian Scripture; and in this, at any rate, it is the faithful echo of the Esoteric tenet.
I think first, I'm going to add a quote from Crowley in order to set the context with some bit of greater clarity:
Let me declare this Work under this title: "The obtaining of the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel’", because the theory implied in these words is so patently absurd that only simpletons would waste much time in analysing it. It would be accepted as a convention, and no one would incur the grave danger of building a philosophical system upon it. 
Blavatsky's quote explains any confusion that might be generated by Crowley's quote.  And so upon examining the former, the latter will become apparent.
I have been belaboring in my thoughts for some time on the nature of the 'H.G.A. experience' and that which is the 'Asar un Nefer.'  As I state on the A.'.A.'. page of my website:
The Knowledge & Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel begins with an evocatory practice that takes an inordinate amount of work to prepare for.  It is much more than a mere Gnostic Dialogue.  When the amount of energy necessary to project enough astral effluvium to formulate the Angel is obtained, and after one is fully and successfully trained in the work (becoming 'asar un nefer'), then enough Magickal energy must be invested in order that this being could sustain itself to house the heart of the Angel.  And only then, could any dialogue begin.
But even in the paragraph before this one, a certain set-up is necessary:
...the superstitious tendency to anthropomorphosize the H.G.A. experience, common in the Christist conditioning that shows how the psyche of most Thelemites still resonates with the old-aeonic consciousness, we have an over-riding affirmation that we also need to think beyond the more popular notion of discovering 'one's true will.'  This has led to the most egregious error as it is most commonly mistaken as an excuse to fulfill one's desires (not necessarily a part of the nature of ones orbit; the Pure Will) and has led so many to the veiling of their vices in virtuous words.
But getting back to Blavatsky, the Watcher in essence is the 'higher self' proclaimed in most New Age circles with a weak echo in Thelemic circles; probably due to the fact that these so-called Thelemites are more interested in pursuing their vices than in any sense of virtue.  And there is of course, an echo of those Watchers alluded to in the pseudpegripha and Enochian lines of spirituality as well as in the Starry Gnosis; the four Watcher stars being equivalent to the four Archangels.
In this case, though, this Watcher is declared by Blavatsky to be ubiquitous.  And this is a certain key if we are to connect the Holy Guardian Angel in any way to the 'Gnostic Dialogue' and that dialogue is to have any substantive meaning.  In the holy book, Liber LXV, Crowley's dialogue with his H.G.A. takes on a larger dimension than the personal; but a much more universal perspective.  And this is important as I have theorized that the Angel (as a Watcher) should be connected to the larger fabric of NUIT; the larger body unconsciousness, or as the New Agers often put it, the Universal Mind.
The Shadow then, being of the body; "Man" as Blavatsky puts it, is subject to the Moon, which any Astrologer will tell you rules over the body.  And we know that the body is the source of our emotional consciousness.  And so one has to be careful not to go "astray into the Lunar Path," which is dependent upon one's "moral turpitude."  In other words, one need consider one's vices, lest they lead them to vile behavior or other sensual absorptions and addictions of the flesh.  This is of the shadow nature.  And there is so much that the flesh encounters on the material plane that is not conscious; hence, the psychological shadow described by Jung.
This Angel, or the Watcher part of our consciousness, being in touch with the Universe or conscious on a universal scale, is aptly utilized in the Vedantic process of meditation, which has specific applications in the art and science of Invocation.  If one were to equate the stream-of-consiousness with the self, and then one were to sit quietly in asana and watch those thoughts, the Vedant says that the experience begs the question, "who's doing the watching."  And of course, Thelema answers with the H.G.A.  But this is a 'silent' Watcher.  It has no voice and no form; until it is given one by the invoking mage.  Per the quote from my website, there is a certain amount of energy necessary to be generated to project enough astral effluvium or aethyric substance so as to formulate a body for the Angel to inhabit.
Then this Angel, simultaneously in touch with the Universal Mind, becomes accessible to the consciousness and the Gnostic Dialogue may take place.  Indeed, evidence should be shown in this dialogue revealing both a personal and a universal nature to the subject matter and the teachings or prophecy.  This is a most important key and as we know, the Enochian line of Shamanism in the original Hebrew (the Jews have the half, per AL) and more than likely, pre-Hebrew culture was evolved in this Shamanistic Merkabah (Chariot) riding tradition that took one to the Hekaloth (7 heavens) that in themselves are the seven planetary Sephirah of the Tree-of-Life.
The formulation of the H.G.A. or the body of such a being is then the formation of 'soul;' the Sulphur of the Alchemists.  It touches both the Mercury (Spirit; the unchanging and unchangeable spark or Atman of the One God--involving downwards into matter and becoming the ALL) and the Salt (Body; the reflection of this fabric of stars, being itself a fabric of stars or microbial beings--cf. Libers LH, Vox Viva Voce vel Video, Immortalitas vel Lucifuge--evolving upwards to the ONE); meeting at the center or place of the Sun/Tiphareth.
Without the formation of soul, we are the hapless victims of the unconscious incarnational indulgences of the Atman or spiritual spark that comes from the One God that is itself but a reflection of the Ain Soph.  With the formation of soul, we become conscious beings and can determine the nature of our evolutionary path through conscious reincarnations.  As it is said at the end of the collects of our version of the Gnostic Mass:
Unto them from whose eyes the veil of life hath fallen may there be granted the attainment of Purity of Will for them; whether they will absorption in the Infinite, or to be united with their chosen and preferred,
or to be in contemplation, or to be at peace, or to achieve the labour and heroism of incarnation on this planet or another, or in any Star, or aught else, unto them may there be granted the accomplishment of their wills; yea, the accomplishment of their wills.
The entire process is a necessary process of the excersising of the soul; flexing its muscles in order to develop and strengthen them.  This is the movement of the soul attained through the art and science of Magick.  This is the one true religion that has no sect as it is the religion of the human soul and every religion and prophet is true insofar as it teaches how to utilize this function.  How unfortunate for humanity that the exoteric institutions have devolved to being only shells; having forgotten this.
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Again, reading Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine, in her final chapter to the first volume: "Summing Up" ...
This Doctrine teaches that the whole Universe is ruled by intelligent and semi-intelligent Forces and Powers, as stated from the very beginning.  Christian theology admits and even enforces belief in such, but makes an arbitrary division and refers tothem as "Angels" and "Devils." ...yet on the whole the characteristics of the Genii and Gods are those of Eastern teachings, although concerning other things there are passages which differ widely from our doctrines.  As to the Genii, the Hermetic philosophers called Theoi (Gods), Geniie and Daimones, thos Entities whom we call Devas (Gods), Dhyan Chohans, and Chitkala (the Kwan-Yin, of the Buddhists), and various other names.  The Daimones are--inthe Socratic sense, and even in the Oriental and Latin theological sense--the guardian spirits of the human race; "those who dwell in the neighbourhood ofhteimmortals, and thence watch over human affairs," as Hermes has it.  In Esoteric parlance, they are called Chitkala, some of which are those who have furnished man with his fourth and fifth Principles form their own essence, and others the so-called Pitris.  This will be explained when we come to the production of the compete man. The root of the name is Chit, "that by which the consequences of acts and species of knowledge are selected for the use of the soul," or conscience, the inner voice in man.
These Watchers then are what I have always associated with the Nephilim; the Guardian Spirits alluded to in the Star Ruby and referred to in translation as the Holy Guardian Angel.  And as such, we are also developing an approach to them through their various emissaries as delineated in Liber CCXXXI.  In developing this effort, we approach the very goal of the A.'.A.'. and of any true and valid spiritual path; that of becoming fully human.
Chit is consciousness and Kala is time.  ChitKala is then our being then, moving through time; the four-dimensional universe.  And in this universe, we must take our place in the hierarchy of beings; both evolving upwards and involving inwards to our full sense of divinity.  The Star Ruby then connects itself uniquely with 231 and offers us much more than any traditional Golden Dawn banishing ritual of the Pentagram, as it explains the nature of our existence.
It also emphasizes the virtue of making our own contact with the Secret Chiefs or Hidden Mahatmas.  This is why it must be the goal of any Magickal Lodge to make such contact.  All else is mere vanity or even worse.
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The Knowledge & Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel then begins with an evocatory practice that takes an inordinate amount of work to prepare for.  It is much more than a mere Gnostic Dialogue.  When the amount of energy necessary to project enough astral effluvium to formulate the Angel is obtained, and after one is fully and successfully trained in the work (becoming 'asar un nefer'), then enough Magickal energy must be invested in order that this being could sustain itself to house the heart of the Angel.  And only then, could any dialogue begin.
Hermes Trismegistus writes:
This creation of life by the sun is as continuous as his light; nothing arrests or limits it.  Around him, like an army of satellites, are innumerable choirs of Genii.  These dwell in the neighborhood of the Immortals, and thence watch over human things.  They fulfill the will of the Gods [Karma} by means of storms, tempests, transitions of fire and earthquakes; likewise by famines and wares, for the punishment of impiety.
Blavatsky comments on this:
The "Lipika," from the word lipi, "writing," means literally the "Scribes" (These are the four "Immortals," which are mentioned in the Atharva Veda as the "Watchers" or Guardians of the four quarters of the sky).  Mystically, these Divine Beings are connected with Karma, the Law of Retribution, for they are the Recorders, or Annalists, who impress on the (to us) invisible tablets of the Astral Light, "the great picture-gallery of eternity"--a faithful record of every act, and even thought, of man; of all that was, is, or ever will be, in the phenomenal Universe.  As said in Isis Unveiled, this divine and unseen canvas in the BOOK OF LIFE.  as it is the Lipika who project into objectivity from the passive Universal Mind the ideal plan of the universe, upon which the "Builders" reconstruct the Kosmos after every Pralaya, it is they who stand parallel to the Seven Angels of the Presence, whom the Christians recognize in Seven "planetary Spirits," or the "Spirits of the Stars;" and thus it is they who are the direct amanuenses of the Eternal Ideation--or, as Plato calls it, the "Divine Thought." 
Connected as the Lipika are with the destiny of every man, and the birth of every child, whose life is already traced in the Astral Light--not fatalistically, but only because the Future, like the Past, is ever alive in the Present--they may also be said to exercise an influence on the science of horoscopy.
The questions will surely be asked: Do the Occultists believe in all these "Builders," "Lipika," and "Sons of Light," as Entities, or are they merely imagery?  To this the answer is given as plainly: After due allowance for the imagery of personified Powers, we must admit the existence of these Entities, if we would not reject the existence of Spiritual Humanity within physical mankind.  For the hosts of these Sons of Light, the Mind-born Sons of the first manifested Ray of the Unknown All, are the very root of Spiritual Man.
We are then, actuated beings evolving upwards from matter, which itself originates from the ONE and also housing deity, which is involving downwards and planting itself in the human heart.  We are then the unity of spirit and matter with the impress of the spiritual hierarchy being magnetically constrained to formulate the human soul that itself becomes immortal when fully manifested.  This is the true secret of the prophetic tradition; that each their own must weave a personal mythos that exercises this soul into dynamic experience, utilizing the formula of attraction that is 'Love under will.'
The Doctrine teaches that, in order to becomes a divine, fully conscious God--aye, even the highest--the Spiritual Primeval INTELLIGENCES must pass through the human stage.  And when we say human, this does not apply merely to our terrestrial humanity, but to the mortals that inhabit any world, between matter and spirit...Each Entity must have won for itself the right of becoming divine, through self-experience.  Hegel the great German thinker, must have known or sense intuitionally this truth, when he said that the Unconscious evolved the Universe only "in the hope of attaining clear self-consciousness," in other words, of becoming MAN; for this is also the secret meaning of the oft recurring Puranic phrase, of Brahma being constantly "moved by the desire to create."  This explains also the stone, a plant; the plant, an animal; the animal, a man; the man, a spirit; and the spirit, a god."  The Mind-born Sons, the Rishis, the Builders, etc., were all men--of whatever forms and shapes--in other worlds and in preceding Manvataras. 
Hermes Trismegistus writes:
It is the sun who preserves and nourishes all creatures; and, even as the Ideal World, which environs the sensible worlds, fills this last with the plentitude and universal variety of forms, so also the sun, enfolding all in his light, accomplishes everywhere the birth and development of creatures.  Under his orders is the choir of the genii, or rather the choirs, for there are many and diverse, and their number corresponds to that of the stars.  Every star has it genii, good and evil by nature, or rather by their operation, for operation is the essence of the genii.  All these genii preside over mundane affairs; (HPB: And "Gods" or Dhyanis, too, not only the Genii or "guided Forces."), they shake and overthrow the constitution of the States and of individuals; they imprint their likeness on our souls, they are present in our nerves, our marrow, our veins, our arteries, and our very brain-substance.  At the moment when each of us receives life and being, he is taken in charge by the genii [Elementals] who preside over births (HPB: The meaning of this is that as man is composed of all the Great Elements--Fire, Air, Water, Earth and Ether--the ELEMENTALS which respectively belong to these Elements feel attracted to man by reason of the co-essence.  That Element which predominates in a certain constitution will be the ruling Element, the Gnomes will lead him towards assimilating metals--money and wealth, and so on.  "Animal man is the son of the animal elements out of which ihis Soul [life] was born, and animals are the mirrors of man," says Paracelsus.  (De Fundamentao Sapientiae)  Paracelsus was cautious, and wanted the Bible to agree with what he said, and therefore did not say all.), and who are classed beneath the astral powers [superhuman astral Spirits].  Perpetually they change, not always identically, but revolving in circles.  The permeate by the body two parts of the soul, that it may receive from each the impress of his own energy.  But the reasonable part of the soul is not subject to the genii; it is designed for the reception of [the] God who enlightens it with a sunny ray.  Those who are thus illuminated are few in number, and from them the genii abstain: for neither genii nor gods have any  power in the presence of a  single ray of God.  But all other men, both soul and body, are directed by genii, to whom they cleave, and whose operations they affect.  The genii, then have the control of mundane things and our bodies serve them as instruments.
Blavatsky comments on this and inadvertently explains Crowley's point, which we post here before her commentary:
"Let me declare this Work under this title: ‘The obtaining of the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel’", because the theory implied in these words is so patently absurd that only simpletons would waste much time in analyzing it. It would be accepted as a convention, and no one would incur the grave danger of building a philosophical system upon it." 
For whether one calls the Genii of Hermes and his "gods," "Powers of Darkness" and "Angels," as in the Greek and Latin Chruches; or "Spirits of the Dead," as in Spiritualism; or, again, Bhuts and Devas, Shaitan or Djin, as they are still called in India and Mussalman countries--they are all one and the same thing--ILLUSION.  Let not this, however, be misunderstood in the sense into which the great philosophical doctrine of the Vedantists has been lately perverted by Western schools.
All that which is, emanates form the ABSOLUTE, which, by reason of this qualification alone, stands as the One and Only Reality--hence, everything extraneous to this Absolute, the generative and causative Elements, must be an Illusion, most undeniably.  But this is only so from the purely metaphysical view.  A man who regards himself as mentally sane, and is so regarded by his neighbors, calls the visions of an insane brother--hallucinations which make the victim either happy or supremely wretched, as the case may be--likewise illusion and fancies.  But, where is that madman for whom the hideous shadows in his deranged mind, his illusions, are not, for the time being, as actual and as real as the things which his physician or keeper may see?  Everything is relative in this Universe, everything is an Illusion. But the experience on any plane is an actuality for the percipient being, whose consciousness is on that plane, though the said experience, regarded from the purely metaphysical standpoint, may be conceived to have no objective reality. But it is not against metaphysicians, but against physicists and Materialists that Esoteric teaching has to fight; and for these latter Vital Force, Light, Sound, Electricity, even to the objectively pulling force of Magnetism, how no objective being, are said to exist merely as "modes of motion," Sensations and affections of matter."
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Again, reading in Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, 1st chapter, the Nephilim are mentioned; this time in conjunction with the cycles of time:
According to the claims of the Babylonian priests, corroborated by Eupolemus, "the city of Babylon, owes its foundation to those who were saved from teh catastrophe of the deluge; they were the giants and they built the tower which is noticed in history.  (This is in flat contradiction of the Bible narrative, which tells us that the deluge was sent for the special destruction of these giants.  The Babylon priests had no object to invent lies.)  These giants who were great astrologers and had received moveover from their fathers, "the sons of God," every instruction pertaining to secret matters, instructed the priests in their turn, and left in the temples all the records of the periodical cataclysm that they had witnbessed themselves.
It is interesting to note that in the Bible, Moses is said to have waged war against these giants until they were all wiped out.  The story of Davy and Goliath should readily come to mind.  And yet, in the pseudpegripha, these Nephilim and their connection to Enoch is sacred.
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"The Egyptians," says Dunlap, "Distinguish between and older and younger Horus, the former the brother of Osiris, the latter the son of Osiris and Isis."  The first is the Idea of the world remainin in the Demiurgic Mind, "born in darkness before the creation of the world."  The seocnd Horus is this "Idea" going foth from the Logos, becoming clothed ith matter, and assuming an actual existence.
"The mundane God, eternal, boudnless, yong and old, of winding form," say the Chaldean oracles.
This "winding form" is a figure to express the vibratory motion of the Astral Light, with which the ancient priests were perfectly well acquainted, though they may have differed in views of ether, with modern scientists; for in the Aether they placed the Eternal Idea pervading the Universe, or the Will which becomes Force, and creates or organizes matter.
"The will," says Van Helmont, "is the first of all powers.  For through the will of the Creator all things were made and put in motion...The will is the property of all spiritual beings, and displays itself in them the more actively the more they are freed from matter."  And Paracelsus, "the divine," as he was called, adds in the same strain: "Faith must confirm the imagination, for faith establishes the will...Determined will is a beginning of all magical operations...Because men do not perfectly imagine and believe the result, is that the arts are uncertain while they might be perfectly certain."
I'm personally uncomfortable with the idea of faith both confirming the imagination and establishing the will.  Faith confirming the imagination makes a certain degree of sense, and I can see this as a part of the creative process for any artist.  As well, I can see that a certain imaginative energy is important in Magick; for reasons of skrying, invocation, assumption of god-forms, et al.  But I still don't make an a-priori connection between this and the establishment of the Will.
Pure Will shows itself not in our imaginative processes, but by the journey that is the ontological process of our lives walking through time.  However, it is fascinating to see the idea of each and every individual atom containing some element of will or volition in the constitution of the mundane forms of matter.  Though I don't agree that if the atoms of our body have a will, then our soul might be imprisoned in it.  Rather it would seem that such force would be at least in part a co-creative agent for our soul.
Call the phenomena force, energy, electxricity or magnetism, will, or spirit-pwer, it will ever be the partial manifestation of the soul, whether disembodied or imprsoned for a while in its body--of a portion of that intelligent, omnipotent, and individual WILL, pervading all nature, and known, thorugh the insufficiency of human language to express correctly psychological images, as--GOD.
The idea here then being that we, as gods, are the co-creators of manifestation and its matter.  And as the student of Alchemy will learn soon enough, the soul (sulphur) is partially material; or at least of the aethyr (sub-atomic, but material nonetheless; cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Scientific%20Proof%20for%20Levi's%20Aethyr.html)
We know that every exertionof wil results in force, and that, according to the above-named German school, the manifestations of atomic forces are individual actions of will, resulting in the unconscious rushing of atoms into the concrete image already subjectively created by the will.  Democritus taught, after his instructor Leucippus, that the first principles of all things contianed in the unverse were atoms and a vacuum.  In its kabalistic sense, the vacuum means in this instance, the latent Deity, or latent force, which at its first manifestation became WILL, and thus communciated the first impulse to these atoms--whose agglomeration, is matter.
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Continuing my reading of Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, at the end of the 4th chapter, the Nephilim are shown as they appear in the myths of other cultures.  HPB writes:
Compare only this verse of Genesis vi.: "And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose...There were giants in the earth in those days," etc., with this part of the Hindu cosmogony, in the Vedas, which speaks of the descent of the Brahmans.  The first Brahman complains of being alone among all his brethren without a wife.  Notwithstanding that the Eternal advises him to devote his days solely to the study of the Sacred Knowledge (Veda), the first-born of mankind insists.  Provoked at such ingratitude, the eternal gave Brahman a wife of the race of the Daints, or giants, from whom all the Brahmans maternally descend.  Thus the entire Hindu priesthood is descended, on the one hand, from the superior spirits (the sons of God), and from Daintany, a daughter of the earthly giants, the primitive men.  "And they bare children to them; the same became mighty men which were of old; men of renown."
The same is found in the Scandinavian cosmogonical fragment.  in the Edda is given the description of Gangler by Har, one of the three informants (Har, Jafuhar, an Tredi) of the first man, called Bur, "the father of Bor, who took for wife Besla, a daughter of the giant Bolthara, of the race of the primitive giants."  The full and interesting narrative may be found in the Prose Edda, sects. 4-8, in Mallett's Northern Antiquities.
The same groundwork underlies the Grecian fables about the Titans; and may be found in the legend of the Mexicans--the four cussessive races of Popol-Vuh.
Blavatsky also gives a footnote in another paragraph as follows (showing some archaeology that adds that touch of reality that myth so often denotes):
In the "Quarterly Review" of 1859, Graham gives a strange account of many now deserted Oriental cities, in which the stone doors are of enormous dimensions, often seemingly out of proportion with the building themselves, and remarks that dwellings and doors bear all of them the impress of an ancient race of giants.
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Again, reading in Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, Chapter V:
What is the WILL?  Can "exact science" tell?  What is the nature of that intelligent, intangible, and powerful something, which reigns supreme over all inert matter?  The great Universal Idea willed, and the cosmos spring into existence.  Here we have a reference to Genesis and the 'fiat' that said: "Let there be light."  If we are all divine and a spark of that original fiat is within us, then the following seems obvious:  I will, and my limbs obey.  I will, and, my thought traversing space, which does not exist for it, envelops the body of another individual who is not a part of myself, penetrates through his pores, and, superseding his own faculties, if they are weaker, forces him to a predetermined action.  It acts like the fluid of a galvanic battery on the limbs of a corpse. The mysterious effects of attraction and repulsion are the unconscious agents of that will; fascination, such as we see exercised by some animals, by serpents over birds, for instance, is a conscious action of it, and the result of thought.  Attraction, such as that that brings lovers and friends together is the Will in motion; indeed the course of our lives, when examined, reveals the nature of that Will.  So as the Gnostics teach: "Examine yourself."  And I think it was Socrates who said: "The unexamined life is not worth living." Sealing-wax, glass, and amber, when rubbed, i.e., when the latent heat which exists in every substance is awakened, attract light bodies; they exercise unconsciously, will; for inorganic as well as organic matter possesses a particle of the divine essence in itself, however infinitesimally small it may be.  And how could it be otherwise?  Notwithstanding that in the progress of its evolution it may from beginning to end have passed through millions of various forms, it must ever retain its germ-point of the preexistent matter, which is the first manifestation and emanation of the Deity itself.  Kenneth Grant talks about the "bud-Will," which it seems we can differentiate from 'Pure Will.'  Pure Will would be of the essence that HPB talks about (above); that which is divine.  In Alchemical terms, it is Mercury or Spirit.  The bud-Will is in Alchemical terms, Salt or the Soul, which acts more immediately upon matter and upon those people whose potency of consciousness is weaker than the soul acting upon them.  As Blavatsky says, those who work for the greater good are practitioners of Magick and those that work to ignoble ends are practitioners of sorcery.  What is then this inexplicable power of attraction but anatomical portion of that essence that scientists and kabalists equally recognize as the "principle of life" -- the akasa?  Granted that the attraction exercised by such bodies may be blind; but as we ascend higher the scale of the organic beings in nature, we find this principle of life developing attributes and faculties, which become more determined and marked with every rung of the endless ladder.  Man, the most perfect of organized beings on earth, in whom matter and spirit -- i.e., will -- are the most developed and powerful, is alone allowed to give a conscious impulse to that principle which emanates from him; and only he can impart of the magnetic fluid opposite and various impulses without limit as to the direction.  "He wills," says Du Potet, "an organized matter obeys.  It has no poles."
The "principle of life" or the Akasa is that etheric menstruum that both Crowley and Eliphas Levi talk about.  And today, we have a scientific expression of this; originating from Newton (a Rosicrucian) and not contradicted by the post-Einsteinian scientific community.  Cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Scientific%20Proof%20for%20Levi's%20Aethyr.html.  Blavatsky posits the Will between Spirit and matter.  This would be the position of Soul or Salt.  But also, she posits it in Spirit or the Alchemical Mercury.  And of course, posited between Spirit and matter, we have the expression of Grant's "bud-Will."  But wholly of the divine substance, we have Magick and the "pure will" of Liber AL.
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Again, reading in Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, chapter VI:
"Magnetism," [Van Helmont: a disciple of Paracelsus] says, "is an unknown property of a heavenly nature; very much resembling the stars, and not at all impeded by any boundaries of space or time...
In my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Testing%20the%20Night%20of%20Pan.html, I speculate on the physics of light as an electromagnetic construct; originating from another dimension, beyond the four of the space/time continuum.  And it's Shakespeare, the Rosicrucian who said, 'we are such stuff as stars are made of.'
Every created being possesses his own celestial power and is closely allied with heaven.  This magic power of man, which thus can operate externally, lies, as it were, hidden in the inner man.  This magical wisdom and strength thus sleeps, but, by a mere suggestion is roused into activity, and becomes more living, the more the outer man of flesh and the darkness is repressed...
This arousal seems to me, consistent with Carl Jung's theory of 'synchronicity;' that with merely the pursuit of a pure spiritual quest, certain seeming co-incidents occur and people seem to come one's way to enable and forward that quest.  And like the ancient Gnostics teach, 'that which you have within yourself must be brought forth.'  We must look within and bring that out and not focus primarily on the outer man.  Or as LXV:I.64 states:
"Intoxicate the inmost, O my lover, not the outermost!"
and this, I say, the kabalistic art effects; it brings back tothe soul that magical yet natural strength which liek a startled sleep had left it." (De Magnetica Vulner Curatione, pg. 722, 1. c.)
Both Van Helmont and Paracelsus agree as to the great potency of the will in the state of ecstasy; they say that "the spirit is everywhere diffused; and the spirit is the medium of magnetism"; that pure primeval magic does not consist in superstitous practices and vain ceremonies but in the imperial will of man...The theory of the sidereal influence on man was enunciated by all the mediaeval philosophers.  "The stars consist equally of the elements of earthly bodies," says Cornelius Agrippa, "and therefore the ideas attract each other...Influences only go forth thorugh the help of the spirit; but this spriit is diffused through the whole universe and is in full accord with the human spirits.  The magician who would acquire supernatural powers must possess faith, love, and hope... In all things there is a secret power concealed, and thence come the miraculous powers of magic."
The very act and performance of a magickal ritual, whether that be the Star Ruby or a Christist assembly has an effect; otherwise not only are we acting in vain, but we shouldn't consider any problem with the Christist egregore.  More than having an affect, at least in the beginning, it is a practice at the very assertion of Will and the beginning of learning to act in accordance to the 'pure will' spoken of in Liber AL, which in itself, requires a faith beyond vanity, a love of self and the Universe (NUIT and her relation with HADIT) and a hope of the attainment of one's Aspiration.  Indeed, the performance of ritual coagulates and nourishes the Will.
The doctrine of Mesmer was simply a restatement of the doctrines of Paracelsus, Van Helmont, Santanelli, and Maxwell, the Scotchman; and he was even guilty of copying texts from the work of Bertrand, and enunciating htem as his own principles (De Magnetisme Animal, en France, Paris, 1826).  In Professor Stewart's work (The Conservation of Energy, NY 1875), the author regards our universe as compsed of atoms with some sort of medium betwen them as the machine, and the laws of energy as the laws working the machine.
Of course, Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.  But also, cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Scientific%20Proof%20for%20Levi's%20Aethyr.html.
Professor Youmans calls this "a modern doctrine," but we find among the twenty-seven propsitions laed down by Mesmer, in 1775, just one century earlier, in his Letter to a Foreign Physician, the following:
1st. There exists a mutual influence between the heavenly bodies, the earth, and living bodies.
2d. A fluid, universally diffused and continued, so as to admit no vacuum, whose subtility is beyond all comparison, and which, from its nature, is capable of receiving, propagating, and communicating all the impressions of motion, is the medium of this influence.
It would appear from this, that the theory is not so modern after all.  Professor Balfour Stewart says, "We may regard the universe in the light of a vash physical machine."  And Mesmer:
3d. This erciprocal action is subject to mechanical law, unknown up to the present time.
Thelemites often teach that the 'law' of Thelema is a scientific law; akin to the law of gravity.  And it's quite interesting to see that such knowledge was available at the time of the American Revolution.  Is it no wonder that our Founding Fathers invested so much in the dignity of man?
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Reading in chapter VII of Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, this am, I came across the following and quite curious passage:  
...in that wonderfully ingenious mythos of the Dioskuri, or "the sons of heaven:' the twin brohters, spoken of by Schweigger, "who constantly die and return to life together, while it is absolutely necessary that one should die that the other may live."
And immediately a couple of things come to mind; first of course, the 'Sons of God' in the Merkabah mysticism that leads to the creation of the Qabalah and the concern with Enoch and the Nephilim that has inspired my Enochian pursuits.  Coupled with this is the quote from the (Gnostic) Book of Thomas the Contender:
Now, since it has been said that you are my twin and true companion, examine yourself, and learn who you are, in what way you exist, and how you will come to be. Since you will be called my brother, it is not fitting that you be ignorant of yourself. And I know that you have understood, because you had already understood that I am the knowledge of the truth. So while you accompany me, although you are uncomprehending, you have (in fact) already come to know, and you will be called 'the one who knows himself'.
Here, we also have an allusion to the Lovers Atu, which Crowley suggested should be called the "Brothers."  Cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Recon%20Major%20Atus.html.  The brothers are the Dioscuri; Castor and Pollux (from the Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia):
Castor and Pollux (pŏl`əks), in classical mythology, twin heroes called the Dioscuri; Castor was the son of Leda Leda (lē`də) and Tyndareus, Pollux the son of Leda and Zeus. They were brothers to Helen and Clytemnestra. Castor excelled as a horseman and Pollux as a boxer. They were great warriors and were noted for their devotion to each other. In one version of the legend, after Castor was killed by Lynceus, Pollux, in accordance with the classical tradition that one of every set of twins is the son of a god and thus immortal, begged Zeus to allow his brother to share his immortality with him. Zeus arranged for the twins to divide their time evenly between Hades and Heaven, and in their honor he created the constellation Gemini. According to another legend, Castor was killed by Idas. The Dioscuri were widely regarded as patrons of mariners and were responsible for Saint Elmo's fire Saint Elmo's fire, luminous discharge of electricity extending into the atmosphere from some projecting or elevated object.  They were especially honored by the Romans, on whose side they were said to have appeared miraculously during the battle of Lake Regillus.
The Merkabah legend has it that Lucifer as the chief Guardian Angel has assigned one Holy Guardian Angel for every man, woman and child on the Earth; waiting to aid in our Gnosis when we are ready.  And to get ready, as per the Gnostic text, we must examine ourselves as they also write in the Book of Thomas the Contender:
For he who has not known himself has known nothing, but he who has known himself has at the same time already achieved knowledge about the depth of the all. So then, you, my brother Thomas, have beheld what is obscure to men, that is, what they ignorantly stumble against.
And in looking up info on the Dioscuri, I found the reference to Saint Elmo's Fire especially interesting:
Saint Elmo's fire, luminous discharge of electricity extending into the atmosphere from some projecting or elevated object. It is usually observed (often during a snowstorm or a dust storm) as brushlike fiery jets extending from the tips of a ship's mast or spar, a wing, propeller, or other part of an aircraft, a steeple, a mountain top, or even from blades of grass or horns of cattle. Sometimes it plays about the head of a person, causing a tingling sensation. The phenomenon occurs when the atmosphere becomes charged and an electrical potential strong enough to cause a discharge is created between an object and the air around it. The amount of electricity involved is not great enough to be dangerous. The appearance of St. Elmo's fire is regarded as a portent of bad weather. The phenomenon, also known as corposant, was long regarded with superstitious awe.
The Hebrew Qabalists consider the souls of human beings to be 'sparks of the intimate fire.'  That these should be generated by the 'twins,' may perhaps hint at the electromagnetic nature of the Aspirant with his H.G.A.  This seems a particularly valid supposition when considering the fact that the Greek myths were a retelling of the Starry Gnosis, revealed in the Zodiac of Dendarah.  Cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Eagle%20&%20Temple.html.
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Again, reading in Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, Volume 1, Cap. 10, she quotes Apuleius (who's book, The Golden Ass is on the A.'.A.'. reading list, but this is from his book: Du Dieu de Socrate): 
The human soul (the astral body) is a demon that our language may name genius...She is an immortal god, though in a certain sense she is born at the same time as the man in whom she is.  Consquently, we may say that she dies in the same way that she is born.
First, note that in using the term 'demon', he really means 'spirit' as in spirit being and not the higher spirit at that is the Alchemical Mercury (with soul denoting the Alchemical Sulphur)...hence daemon.  Also, it is interesting that he genderizes this as female, which can be viewed as the 'anima mundi' or Babalon in the Thelemic pantheon and that 'anima' in Jungian terminology.  More importantly, this 'soul' is designated as an "immortal god", quite consistent with the Thelemic philosophical idea of every star being omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent.
But what is most profound is that this astral body is said to be "genius."  And here, we should note that Crowley says that we are all Christs; defining Christ as genius.  And this genius is the Augoeiades or Holy Guardian Angel in Thelemic terms.
At least here, we have yet another hint into the nature of the H.G.A. experience.
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Again, reading in Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled, Volume 1, Cap. 10 :
Losing all consciousness, the once bright monad is caught once more into the vortex of our terrestrial evolution, and it repasses the subordinate kingdoms, and again breathes as a living child. To compute the time necessary for the completion of this process would be impossible. Since there is no perception of time in eternity, the attempt would be a mere waste of labor. 
Up to this point, HPB is talking about the nature of purity vs. sin; with sin being a state of deep attachment to the material universe and not recognizing the ideal forms from which they descend.  This whole idea of very Platonic and very classical as she is relying heavily on the literature of the classical period and its cosmogony.
As we have said, but few kabalists believe in it, and this doctrine originated with certain astrologers. While casting up the nativities of certain historical personages renowned for some peculiarities of disposition, they found the conjunction of the planets answering perfectly to remarkable oracles and prophesies about other persons born ages later. Observation, and what would now be termed "remarkable coincidences," added to revelation during the "sacred sleep" of the neophyte, disclosed the dreadful truth. So horrible is the thought that even those who ought to be convinced of it prefer ignoring it, or at least avoid speaking on the subject.  
It is interesting that she gives the 'neophyte' the ability of this "sacred sleep."  She goes on to describe it as a trance-like state that is beyond ego identification.  And it is not all too dissimilar to the prophetic state that is the ideal in the working of 231 for the Neophyte of the A.'.A.'. 
This way of obtaining oracles was practiced in the highest antiquity. In India, this sublime lethargy is called "the sacred sleep of * * *" It is an oblivion into which the subject is thrown by certain magical processes, supplemented by draughts of the juice of the soma. The body of the sleeper remains for several days in a condition resembling death, and by the power of the adept is purified of its earthliness and made fit to become the temporary receptacle of the brightness of the immortal Augoeides. In this state the torpid body is made to reflect the glory of the upper spheres, as a burnished mirror does the rays of the sun. The sleeper takes no note of the lapse of time, but upon awakening, after four or five days of trance, imagines he has slept but a few moments.  
Crowley's O.T.O. refers to this trance-like state as the "Sleep of Siloam" and it is an integral part of the IXth Degree secret.  Of course, for the O.T.O., its induction is sexual in nature.  But for the Hindus, according to HPB, it is induced by the drinking of a certain elixir, which again for the O.T.O. might be composed of sexual fluids.  More likely for the Hindus, it would be some psychotropic concoction, which would be a common practice throughout the world at that time.  Getting beyond the ego is that state of purity and then one should come to meet the Augoeides, who then speaks through the neophyte, who has become an oracle. 
What his lips utter he will never know; but as it is the spirit which directs them they can pronounce nothing but divine truth. For the time being the poor helpless clod is made the shrine of the sacred presence, and converted into an oracle a thousand times more infallible than the asphyxiated Pythoness of Delphi; and, unlike her mantic frenzy, which was exhibited before the multitude, this holy sleep is witnessed only within the sacred precinct by those few of the adepts who are worthy to stand in the presence of the ADONAI.  
The contrast with Delphi is significant.  The oracles that practiced there, breathed the natural gases that filled certain caves; but again, also a psychotropic reaction.  Most significant is that HPB equates the Agoeides with Adonai, the H.G.A. of the Thelemic system, with Adonai being addressed directly in Liber LXV. 
The description which Isaiah gives of the purification necessary for a prophet to undergo before he is worthy to be the mouthpiece of heaven, applies to the case in point. In customary metaphor he says: "Then flew one of the seraphim unto me having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar . . . and he laid it upon my mouth and said, Lo! this hath touched thy lips and thine iniquity is taken away."  
The coal of course, comes from the fire of spirit; at the opposite end of the spectrum in terms of the material universe.  The identification is then with things divine and not that which is mundane. 
The invocation of his own Augoeides, by the purified adept, is described in words of unparalleled beauty by Bulwer-Lytton in Zanoni, and there he gives us to understand that the slightest touch of mortal passion unfits the hierophant to hold communion with his spotless soul. Not only are there few who can successfully perform the ceremony, but even these rarely resort to it except for the instruction of some neophytes, and to obtain knowledge of the most solemn importance.  
Zanoni of course, is on the A.'.A.'. reading list.  But unlike 231, wherein a personal prophecy is sought, this work is to bring Gnosis of universal import.  What we learn from this, though, is that the attainment of one's H.G.A. should bring just such prophetic Gnosis.  In Crowley's experience, all the Holy Books of Thelema came forth.  And it is just this sort of example we should be looking for.
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The ritual drinking of an intoxicating beverage is not unique to Vedic ritual expressed as 'Hinduism'.  Vedic records along with geographic evidence shows that the original substance used for Soma was non-existent in Vedic India, requiring the use of a relatively non-psychotropic substitute.  

 
The Soma drinking practice along with the fire rituals and mythology in Vedic tradition can be traced back to Indo-Iranian culture and (argued by most scholars) the reconstruction of Proto Indo European culture, manifesting in the Ukrain and Western Khazakhstan.  The early Iranian records speak of an intoxicating drink called Hoama, also considered a diety, used by the priests to enhance their communion with the gods usually for the purposes of cattle raids since these earlier peoples had little to subsist on.  

 
It is interesting to note also that comparative linguistics and mythology yeilds a connection between Celtic, Gemanic, Iranian, Vedic, and many East European/ Middle Eastern cultures.  Also many of their religious notions found in Zoroastrianism have demonstrable influence in Manicheasm, Gnosticism, and Judaism, even Mahayana Buddhism, not to mention some of the mesopotamian exchanges that occured through the rule of Cyrus.  Much of this general info can be gleaned in the introductin of Richard Foltz's book, Spirituality in the Land of the Noble.  

 
Here is a quote dealing with the Soma issue:

 
"The substance itself, which was ritually processed into a drink, has been the subject of much speculation, since it has apparently not been available as such since PIE times. (Proto Indo European) What is clear is that it was a powerful hallucinogen.  Some scholars have guessed a beverage concocted from hallucinogenic mush-rooms, others from a plant, such as ephedra. (Considerable scientific effeort has been expended trying to replicate this marvelous drug!)  Presumably we are dealing with a source organism endemic to western Eurasia, since in ancient India and Iran alike priests were unable to make it and had to use inocuous substances." p. 9

 
Other scholars, I have read claim that the fly Algaric mushroom is a likely candidate for this drink since it is one of the few know psychotropic mushrooms in Europe.  

 
Since the drink is described as a milk, I wonder if it could have been a marijuana milkshake that you see some Indians drinking at weddings, such as shown on David Suzuki's documentary on marijuana.  Most scholars say no to this suggestion, the reasoning for this negation is not clear to me.  

 
I wonder it the milk may be a mix of semen with the plant.  This could open new possiblities for the IX degree working.  Interesting enough I find consumation of the elixer produced by sex magick at times produces effects similar to a mild psychotropic drug, depending on the nature of the ritual and the energies involved.  

I hope this contribution is of some interest to you.
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Thanks for this.  Yes, this is a fascinating post.  There's a video (I sent the link to this list several weeks back) that goes into some detail on the Amanita Muscaria, it's appearance and the robing of Roman Catholic priests as well as the formation of the Santa Clause myth.  The most marvelous tie-in with the Starry Gnosis at the outset of the lecture was a great surprise for me.  I hope more and more people come to see importance of understanding the stars in an interdisciplinary fashion that well factors in the importance of the use of psychedelics (and the cerebellum) in ancient culture.
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Reading Volume 4, Section 11 of HPB's Secret Doctrine, 

 

WE must not close this Part on the Symbolism of Archaic History, without an attempt to explain the perpetual recurrence of this truly mystic number in every scripture known to the Orientalists. As every religion, from the oldest to the latest, claims its presence, and explains it on its own grounds agreeably with its own special dogmas, this is no easy task. We can, therefore, do no better or more explanatory work than to give a bird's-eye view of all. These sacred numbers (3, 4, 7) are the sacred numbers of Light, Life, and Union -- especially in this present manvantara, our Life-cycle; of which number seven is the special representative, or the Factor number. This has now to be demonstrated. 
 

Light, Life, Love & Liberty are the central tenets of Thelemic philosophy.  Though we should include also the concept of Union (even as a formula) in its science and doctrine.  Nuit addresses this directly in AL:I.29  --

"For I am divided for love's sake, for the chance of union."
As the numbers are listed above, and taking them in their respective order, the number 7 is that which is attributed to the idea of Union.  Light & Life are the formulary ingredients for this union; Light representing the divine and Life representing the Material, in much the same way that the phosphorylation holds into the cells of our bodies and the DNA structure within them.  It might even be said that the Light (L.V.X.) is the blood that is poured into the Cup of Babalon -- the Earth or material existence.

 

If one happened to ask a Brahmin learned in the Upanishads -- so full of the secret wisdom of old, why "he, of whom seven forefathers have drunk the juice of the moon-plant, is trisuparna," as Bopaveda is credited with saying; and why the Somapa Pitris should be worshipped by the Brahmin trisuparna -- very few could answer the question; or, if they knew, they would still less satisfy one's curiosity. Let us, then, hold to what the old Esoteric doctrine teaches. 
"When the first 'Seven' appeared on earth, they threw the seed of everything that grows on the land into the soil. First came three, and four were added to these as soon as stone was transformed into plant. Then came the second 'Seven,' who, guiding the Jivas of the plants, produced the middle (intermediate) natures between plant and moving living animal. The third 'Seven' evolved their Chhayas. . . . The fifth 'Seven' imprisoned their ESSENCE. . . . Thus man became a Saptaparna." (Commentary.) 
 

The shamanistic and visionary qualities are given through the Moon; also of Babalon; who then is intimately connected with Yesod as she is a Guardian of the Abyss.  This adds yet particular importance to the study of the Nightside of the Tree.

AL I.16:  "For he is ever a sun, and she a moon.  But to him is the winged secret flame, and to her the stooping starlight."

 

------- 
A.
SAPTAPARNA.
Such is the name given in Occult phraseology to man. It means as shown elsewhere, a seven-leaved plant, and the name has a great significance in the Buddhist legends. So it had, also, under disguise, in the Greek "myths." The T, or [image: image20](tau), formed from the figure 7, and the Greek letter G (gamma), was (see § "Cross and Circle") the symbol of life, and of life eternal: of earthly life, because G (gamma) is the symbol of the Earth (gaia) (Hence the Initiates in Greece called the Tau I, son of gaia, "sprung from earth," like Tityos in Odyssey 7, 324.); and of "life eternal," because the figure 7 is the symbol of the same life linked with divine life, the double glyph expressed in geometrical figures being: -- 
 

[image: image21]
a triangle and a quaternary, the symbol of septenary MAN. 

 

The 'big secret' of the Alchemists was/is precisely this; the Union of the Spiritual and Material; the matrix to hold both is the Ruach.  This is the nature of the key to immortality.  But what is just as fascinating is the Tau; of great importance to the A.'.A.'. as the Probationer is taught, is that it is a combined glyph of 7 (Babalon) and Eternal Life (Gamma/Gaia), which is itself expressed in material terms.

 

Now, the number six has been regarded in the ancient mysteries as an emblem of physical nature. For six is the representation of the six dimensions of all bodies: the six lines which compose their form, namely, the four lines extending to the four cardinal points, North, South, East, and West, and the two lines of height and thickness that answer to the Zenith and the Nadir. Therefore, while the senary was applied by the sages to physical man, the septenary was for them the symbol of that man plus his immortal soul. 
Ragon gives in his Maconnerie Occulte a very good illustration of the "hieroglyphical senary," as he calls our double equilateral triangle, [image: image22]. He shows it as the symbol of the commingling of the "philosophical three fires and the three waters, whence results the procreation of the elements of all things. The same idea is found in the Indian equilateral double triangle. For, though it is called in that country the sign of Vishnu, yet in truth it is the symbol of the Triad (or the Trimurti). For, even in the exoteric rendering, the lower triangle [image: image23]with the apex downward, is the symbol of Vishnu, the god of the moist principle and water ("Nara-yana," or the moving Principle in Nara, water; Cf. the Mahabharata, e.g., III., 189, 3, where Vishnu says, "I called the name of water nara in ancient times, and am hence called Narayana, for that was always the abode I moved in" (Ayana). It is into the water (or chaos, the "moist principle" of the Greeks and Hermes), that the first seed of the Universe is thrown. "The 'Spirit of God' moves on the dark waters of Space"; hence Thales makes of it the primordial element and prior to Fire, which was yet latent in that Spirit.) while the triangle, with its apex upward, [image: image24]is Siva, the Principle of Fire, symbolized by the triple flame in his hand. (See the bronze statue of Tripurantika Siva, "Mahadeva destroying Tripurasura," at the museum of the India House). It is these two interlaced triangles -- wrongly called "Solomon's seal," which also form the emblem of our Society -- that produce the Septenary and the Triad at one and the same time, and are the Decad, whatever way this sign [image: image25]is examined, as all the ten numbers are contained therein. 
 

Thelemic doctrine reverses this, as taught in the A.'.A.'.; the ascending triad is Water and the descending triad is Fire.  Fire is the divine and creative energies raining down on us within the lower waters; overall, or a symbol of the light descending into the darkness of matter.  Crowley's Book of Lies also addresses this:

69

   {Kappa-Epsilon-Phi-Alpha-Lambda-Eta Xi-Theta}

       THE WAY TO SUCCEED-AND THE WAY TO

    SUCK EGGS!

    This is the Holy Hexagram.

    Plunge from the height, O God, and interlock with

      Man!

    Plunge from the height, O Man, and interlock with

      Beast!

    The Red Triangle is the descending tongue of grace;

      the Blue Triangle is the ascending tongue of

      prayer

    This Interchange, the Double Gift of Tongues, the

      Word of Double Power-ABRAHADABRA!-is

      the sign of the GREAT WORK, for the GREAT

      WORK is accomplished in Silence.  And behold is

      not that Word equal to Cheth, that is Cancer.

      whose Sigil is {Cancer}?

    This Work also eats up itself, accomplishes its own

      end, nourishes the worker, leaves no seed, is per-

      fect in itself.

    Little children, love one another!

 

 

Crowley's commentary provides greater insight into this:

 

The chapter alludes to Levi's drawing of the Hexagram, and is a criticism of, or improvement upon, it. In the ordinary Hexagram, the Hexagram of nature, the red triangle is upwards, like fire, and the blue triangle downwards, like water.  In the magical hexagram this is revered; the descending red triangle is that of Horus, a sign specially revealed by him personally, at the Equinox of the Gods.  (It is the flame desending upon the altar, and licking up the burnt offering.)  The blue triangle represents the aspiration, since blue is the colour of devotion, and the triangle, kinetically considered, is the symbol of directed force.
In the first three paragraphs this formation of the hexagram is explained; it is a symbol of the mutual separation of the Holy Guardian Angel and his client.
In the interlocking is indicated the completion of the work.
Paragraph 4 explains in slightly different language what we have said above, and the scriptural image of

    tongues is introduced.

In paragraph 5 the symbolism of tongues is further developed.  Abrahadabra is our primal example of an interlocked word.  We assume that the reader has thoroughly studied that word in Liber D., etc.  The sigil of Cancer links up this symbolism with the number of the chapter.

 
 

For with a point in the middle or centre, thus [image: image26]it is a sevenfold sign; its triangles denote number 3; the two triangles show the presence of the binary; the triangles with the central point common to both yield the quaternary; the six points are the senary; and the central point, the unit; the quinary being traced by combination, as a compound of two triangles, the even number, and of three sides in each triangle, the first odd number. This is the reason why Pythagoras and the ancients made the number six sacred to Venus, since "the union of the two sexes, and the spagyrisation of matter by triads are necessary to develop the generative force, that prolific virtue and tendency to reproduction which is inherent in all bodies." (The "Potency of the Pythagorean Triangles" (Ragon).) 
 

The Thelemic Hexagram expresses this far more efficiently: [image: image27]
 

Belief in "Creators," or the personified Powers of Nature, is in truth no polytheism, but a philosophical necessity. Like all the other planets of our system, the Earth has seven Logoi -- the emanating rays of the one "Father-Ray" -- the PROTOGONOS, or the manifested "Logos" -- he who sacrifices his Esse (or flesh, the Universe) that the world may live and every creature therein have conscious being. 
Numbers 3 and 4 are respectively male and female, Spirit and Matter, and their union is the emblem of life eternal in spirit on its ascending arc, and in matter as the ever resurrecting element -- by procreation and reproduction. The spiritual male line is vertical [image: image28]; the differentiated matter-line is horizontal; the two forming the cross or [image: image29]. The former (the 3), is invisible; the latter (the 4), is on the plane of objective perception. This is why all the matter of the Universe, when analyzed by science to its ultimates, can be reduced to four elements only -- carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, and hydrogen: and why the three primaries, the noumenoi of the four, or graduated Spirit or Force, have remained a terra incognita and mere speculations, names, to exact Science. Her servants must believe in and study first the primary causes, before they can hope to fathom the nature and acquaint themselves with the potentialities of the effects. Thus, while the men of Western learning had, and still have, the four, or matter to toy with, the Eastern Occultists and their disciples, the great alchemists the world over, have the whole septenate to study from.(There are learned Brahmins who have protested against our septenary division. They are right from their own standpoint, as we are right from ours. Leaving the three aspects, or adjunct principles out of calculation, they accept only four Upadhis (bases) including the Ego -- the reflected image of the Logos in the "Karana Sarira" -- and even "strictly speaking . . . . only three Upadhis." For purely theoretical metaphysical philosophy, or purposes of meditation, these three may be sufficient, as shown by the Taraka Yoga system; but for practical occult teaching our septenary division is the best and easiest. It is, however, a matter of school and choice.) As those Alchemists have it: -- "When the Three and the Four kiss each other, the Quaternary joins its middle nature with that of the Triangle," (or Triad, i.e., the face of one of its plane surfaces becoming the middle face of the other), "and becomes a cube; then only does it (the cube unfolded) become the vehicle and the number of LIFE, the Father-Mother SEVEN." 
 

The symbol of life and immortality teaches us that it is not as the ego-losers would have it; their Eastern teachings are just as obfuscated as the exoteric religions of the West.  The integration of the higher and the lower validates the material universse, not as something to be rejected, but something to be brought up in the same way that Spirit is to descend.  This is the teaching of the Integral Age as opposed to the Spiritual Age, which again, rejects materialism.
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