Hi All,
93
Reading HPB's Addenda, Section 2 of her Secret Doctrine, I find a whole chapter devoted to the study of cellular evolution.  This of course, is an important theme for the GCL as shown in some of its Gnostic Mass documents.  I've reproduced the entire section here:
PLASTIDULAR SOULS, AND CONSCIOUS NERVE-CELLS. 

But one can never see the end of such wonders with Haeckel and his school, whom the Occultists and Theosophists have every right to consider as materialistic tramps trespassing on private metaphysical grounds. Not satisfied with the paternity of Bathybius (Haeckelii), "plastidule souls," (According to Haeckel, there are also cell-souls; "an inorganic molecular soul" without, and a "plastidular soul with[in] (or possessing) memory". What are our esoteric teachings to this? The divine and human soul of the seven principles in man must, of course, pale and give away before such a stupendous revelation! ) and "atom-souls" are now invented by them, on the basis of purely blind mechanical forces of matter. We are informed that "the study of the evolution of soul-life shows that this has worked its way up from the lower stages of the simple cell-soul, through an astonishing series of gradual stages in evolution, up to the soul of man." ("Present Position of Evolution," p. 266.) 
The [in] was added to show a profound disagreement w/Blavatsky.  As audacious as this might seem, we need to consider something; science itself has come to its own metaphysics in quantum physics and we are on the verge of reuniting science and religion...HPBs comments being out-of-date.  Yes, the number 7 is essentially important to understanding the sheaths of the body.  But it seems that HPB is forgetting that these sheaths have their own sub-atomic structures.  Of course, HPB had no knowledge of particle physics as there was no such science during her lifetime.  Being that these sheaths and especially the sheath of the cell that at one point is undifferentiated (stem cells) and later differentiates, there is of course, an initiating intelligence that becomes the first cause for its becoming.  This cause creates the archetype.  But consciousness responds to consciousness and we are not to assume that the fractionated human consciousness is one singular consciousness; but a fabric of lesser consciousnesses.  Remember, the Microcosm has the same structure as the Macrocosm.
 

"Astonishing" -- truly, based as this wild speculation is on the Consciousness of the "nerve cells." For as he tells us, "Little as we are in a position, at the present time, to explain fully the nature of consciousness (A valuable confession, this. Only it makes the attempt to trace the descent of Consciousness in man as well as of his physical body from Bathybius Haeckelii still more humorous and empirical, in the sense of Webster's second definition.), yet the comparative and genetic observation of it clearly shows that it is only a higher and more complex function of the nerve cells." (Ibid, note 22.) 
Mr. Herbert Spencer's song on Consciousness -- is sung, it seems, and may henceforth be safely stored up in the lumber room of obsolete speculations. Where, however, do Haeckel's "complex functions" of his scientific "nerve-cells" land him? Once more right into the Occult and mystic teachings of the Kabala about the descent of souls as conscious and unconscious atoms; among the Pythagorean MONAD and the monads of Leibnitz -- and the "gods, monads, and atoms" of our esoteric teaching (Those who take the opposite view and look upon the existence of the human soul, -- "as a supernatural, a spiritual phenomenon, conditioned by forces altogether different from ordinary physical forces," . . . "mock," he thinks, "in consequence, all explanation that is simply scientific." They have no right it seems, to assert that "psychology is, in part, or in whole, a spiritual science, not a physical one." . . . The new discovery by Haeckel (one taught for thousands of years in all the Eastern religions, however), that the animals have souls, will, and sensation, hence soul-functions, leads him to make of psychology the science of the zoologists. 
But the body is tied to the emotions, which are of the mind and hence the soul.  The intimate correlation between the two is ultimately separable as Alchemy clearly shows in its laboratory experimentation.  But even what remains of the body; it's Salt, still is but spiritual particlulates that are densified in their coagulation.  All is Spirit and Each with its unique differentiation.  This appears quite fractionated until certain symbiotic combinations (not unlike the eukyrotes and prokyrotes discussed in the GCL documents) show harmonic structuring that builds a unifed consciousness; the 'asar un nefer' (myself made perfect).
 

The archaic teaching that the "Soul" (the animal and human souls, or Kama and Manas) "has its developmental history" -- is claimed by Haekel as his own discovery and innovation on an "untrodden (?) path"! He (Haeckel) will work out the comparative evolution of the soul in man and in other animals. . . . "The comparative morphology of the soul-organs, and the comparative physiology of the soul-functions, both founded on Evolution, thus become the psychological (really materialistic) problem of the scientific man." (Cell-souls and Soul-cells, p. 137, "Pedigree of Man.") ); into the dead letter of Occult teachings, left to the amateur Kabalists and professors of ceremonial magic. For this is what he says, while explaining his newly-coined terminology: -- 
"Plastidule-Souls; the plastidules or protoplasmic molecules, the smallest, homogeneous parts of the protoplasm are, on our plastic theory, to be regarded as the active factors of all life-functions. The plastidular soul differs from the inorganic molecular soul in that it possesses memory." ("Pedigree of Man," Note, p. 296.) 
Haekel did come to this on his own as he was not trained in the esoteric wisdom, even the knowledge of its existence being alien to scientists and society at-large.  And with the broken Mystery Tradition in the West, it seems that all Qabalists and Ceremonialists are bootstrapping themselves.  But slowly we as a group are working our way up as at least several new traditional lines have been developed in the West.  They have but to mature and deepen their initiative experience and capacity.
 

This he develops in his mirific lecture on the "Perigenesis of the Plastidule, or the wave-motions of living particles." It is an improvement on Darwin's theory of "Pangenesis," and a further approach, a cautious move towards "magic." The former is a conjecture that certain of the actual and identical atoms which had belonged to ancestral bodies "are thus transmitted through their descendants for generation after generation, so that we are literally 'flesh of the flesh' of the primeval creature who has developed into man in the later . . . period" -- explains the author of "The Modern Zoroastrian" (in "Primitive Polarities," etc.). The latter (Occultism) teaches that -- (a) the life-atoms of our (Prana) life-principle are never entirely lost when a man dies. That the atoms best impregnated with the life-principle (an independent, eternal, conscious factor) are partially transmitted from father to son by heredity, and partially are drawn once more together and become the animating principle of the new body in every new incarnation of the Monads. Because (b), as the individual Soul is ever the same, so are the atoms of the lower principles (body, its astral, or life double, etc.), drawn as they are by affinity and Karmic law always to the same individuality in a series of various bodies, etc., etc. ((See "Transmigration of the Life Atoms," "Five years of Theosophy," p. 533-539). The collective aggregation of these atoms forms thus the Anima Mundi of our Solar system, the soul of our little universe, each atom of which is of course a soul, a monad, a little universe endowed with consciousness, hence with memory (Vol. I., Part III., "Gods, Monads and Atoms.")) 
Now, this is where Crowley, Motta & myself assert that the soul as this amalgam of atoms, will ultimately disperse upon death if there is no egoic force to hold it together.  This is the 'Second Death' of the Egyptians and more than likely, of the ancient Greek Mystery Schools.  The assumption by the several orientalists (ego-losers) that are taking a large place in the newly forming Western lineages, that the soul automatically holds together and reincarnates, is a false assumption.
 

To be just, and, to say the least, logical, our modern Haeckelians ought to pass a resolution that henceforth the "Perigenesis of the Plastidule," and like lectures, should be bound up with those on "Esoteric Buddhism," and "The Seven Principles in Man." Thus the public will have a chance, at any rate, of judging after comparison which of the two teachings is the most or the least ABSURD, even from the standpoint of materialistic and exact Science! 
Now the Occultists, who trace every atom in the universe, whether an aggregate or single, to One Unity, or Universal Life; who do not recognize that anything in Nature can be inorganic; who know of no such thing as dead matter -- the Occultists are consistent with their doctrine of Spirit and Soul when speaking of memory in every atom, of will and sensation. But what can a materialist mean by the qualification? The law of biogenesis, in the sense applied to it by the Haeckelians -- "is the result of the ignorance on the part of the man of science of occult physics." We know and speak of "life-atoms" -- and of "sleeping-atoms" -- because we regard these two forms of energy -- the kinetic and the potential -- as produced by one and the same force or the ONE LIFE, and regard the latter as the source and mover of all. But what is it that furnished with energy, and especially with memory, the "plastidular souls" of Haeckel? The "wave motion of living particles" becomes comprehensible on the theory of a Spiritual ONE LIFE, of a universal Vital principle independent of our matter, and manifesting as atomic energy only on our plane of consciousness. It is that which, individualized in the human cycle, is transmitted from father to son. 
This energy as Castaneda shows and Motta suggests, emantes from the father and represents a loss to him that he needs to take back from the son...that the son might find his own energy and that the father needs to bolster his own spiritual attainment.  This is the loss that having children brings to us; it is racial consciousness and the false assertion that "blood is thicker than water."  The idea of a wave/particle theory as applied to the Universal Mind and all its points of consciousness; Nuits and Hadits, is compelling.  And so we see Quantum theory being applied to Occult science; though HPB could not have known this in her time.  She seems to be anticipating this, though she sees a separation between Waves and Particles that has been shown to be only the result of the intent of the observer in experimentation.  And much like Frater Achad's snowflake anticipated Fractal theory.  Overall, Materialistic Science is becoming Occult Science.
 

Now Haeckel, modifying Darwin's theory, suggests "most plausibly," as the author of the "Modern Zoroastrian" thinks, "that not the identical atoms, but their peculiar motions and mode of aggregation have been thus transmitted" (by heredity). 
If Haeckel, or any other Scientist, knew more than any of them does of the nature of the atom, he would not have improved the occasion in this way. For he only states, in a more metaphysical language than Darwin, one and the same thing. The life-principle, or life energy, which is omnipresent, eternal, indestructible, is a force and a PRINCIPLE as noumenon, atoms, as phenomenon. It is one and the same thing, and cannot be considered as separate except in materialism. (In "The Transmigration of the Life-Atoms," we say, to explain better a position which is but too often misunderstood: -- "It is omnipresent . . . . though (on this plane of manifestation) often in a dormant state -- as in stone. The definition which states that when this indestructible force is disconnected with one set of atoms (molecules ought to have been said) it becomes immediately attracted by others, does not imply that it entirely abandons the first set (because the atoms themselves would then disappear), but only that it transfers its vis viva, or life power -- the energy of motion, to another set. But because it manifests itself in the next set as what is called Kinetic energy, it does not follow that the first set is deprived of it altogether; for it is still in it, as potential energy or life latent," etc., etc. Now what can Haeckel mean by his "not identical atoms but their peculiar motion and mode of aggregation," if it is not the same Kinetic energy we have been explaining? He must have read Paracelsus and studied "Five Years of Theosophy," without properly digesting the teachings, before evolving such theories.) 
The problem with HPBs understanding of physics is that she did not have the knowledge of Bosons that are a part of today's physics.  These are the carrier particles (some seemingly less actual and more theoretical than others) are quite different from the fermions that we think of as sub-atomic particles in a more actualized manner.  And these carriers themselves, seem to have their own consciousness, linked with a unique ability to move in and out of the time-space continuum; that outside place being what I have called the Fifth Dimension and that a growing number of scientists are calling the lead dimension of a multi-dimensional Universe bound up in their String Theory.  Though HPB again hints at an understanding of the subtle non-differentiation of the wave and the particle in her noumenon/phenomenon principle.
 

Further, Haeckel enunciates concerning the Atom Souls that which, at first sight, appears as occult as a Monad of Leibnitz. "The recent contest as to the nature of atoms, which we must regard as in some form or other the ultimate factors in all physical and chemical processes," he tells us -- "seems to be capable of the easiest settlement, by the conception that these very minute masses possess, as centres of force, a persistent soul, that every atom has sensation and the power of movement." 
Indeed, every atom and every cell has its own center of awareness; its own Atman or Star.  That composite of atoms and cells that makes up the human being, must have the task before it of coagulating all of this into one unifed structure; 'asar un nefer' ... myself made perfect.  This is achieved when all these minute concerns are yoked by one central concern created by and of them.  It is interesting how this as reflected in each of our bodies is also reflected in society at-large.  Note the Fernando Pessoa quote:
To be intensively patriotic is, first, to improve in ourselves the individual we are, and to do our best to make our fellow countrymen improve themselves in the same way. Thus the Nation (which is the living aggregate of the individuals who compose it, and not the pile of dirt that composes ist territory, or the collection of words seperate or linked of which ist language is formed) may be proud of us who, because she created us, are her children; and her parents, because we continously create her." 
Fernando Pessoa, Portuguese poet,
Master of the Temple of the A A 
What we can deduce from this is something of the nature of the approaching Aquarian Age; wherein the needs of the individual and the collective must be carefully harmonized.
 

He does not say a word concerning the fact that this is Leibnitz's theory, and one pre-eminently occult. Nor does he understand the term "Soul" as we do; for, with Haeckel it is simply, along with consciousness, the production of the grey matter of the brain, a thing which, as the "cell-soul, is as indissolubly bound up with the protoplasmic body as is the human soul with the brain and spinal cord." (Ibid.) He rejects the conclusions of Kant, Herbert Spencer, of du Bois-Reymond and Tyndall. The latter expresses the opinion of all the great men of science, as of the greatest thinkers of this and the past ages, in saying that "the passage from the physics of the brain to the corresponding facts of Consciousness is unthinkable. Were our minds and senses so . . . illuminated as to enable us to see and feel the very molecules of the brain; were we capable of following all their motions, all their groupings . . . electric discharges . . . we should be as far as ever from the solution of the problem . . . The chasm between the two classes of Phenomena would still remain intellectually impassable." But the complex function of the nerve-cells of the great German EMPIRIC, or, in other words, his Consciousness, will not permit him to follow the conclusions of the greatest thinkers of our globe. He is greater than they. He asserts this, and protests against all. "No one has the right to hold that in the future we (Haeckel) shall not be able to pass beyond those limits of our knowledge that to day seem impassable"; and he quotes from Darwin's introduction to the "Descent of Man" these words, which he modestly applies to his scientific opponents and himself: "It is always those who know little, and not those who know much, that positively affirm that this or that problem will never be solved by Science." 
Almost as a hint for what is to come, the "electric discharges" of the brain have shown in modern physics as sub-atomic particle discharges that are becoming more and more, a measureable component for the seat of consciousness.  And so we see today, that because of this, the "passage from the physics of the brain to the corresponding facts of Consciousness" is more than thinkable; but on the verge of being apprehended by materialistic science.  This will then must bring on a transformational age in human society; that the fractured worlds of science and religion will have been repaired.
 

The world may rest satisfied. That day is not far off when the "thrice great" Haeckel will have shown (to his own satisfaction) that the consciousness of Sir I. Newton was, physiologically speaking, but the reflex action (or minus consciousness) caused by the peri-genesis of the plastidules of our common ancestor and old friend, the Moneron Haeckelii. The fact that the said "Bathybius" has been found out and exposed as a pretender simulating the organic substance it was not; and since, among the children of men, Lot's wife alone (and even this, only after her disagreeable metamorphosis into a salt pillar) could claim the pinch of salt it is, as her forefather -- will not dismay him at all. He will go on asserting, as coolly as he has always done, that it was no more than the peculiar mode and motion of the ghost of the long-vanished atoms of our "Father Bathybius," which, transmitted across aeons of time into the cell-tissue of the grey matter of the brains of every great man, caused Sophocles and AEschylus, as well as Shakespeare, to write their tragedies, Newton, his "Principia," Humboldt, his "Cosmos," etc. etc. It prompted Haeckel to invent Graeco-Latin names three inches long, pretending to mean a good deal, and meaning -- nothing. 
Of course we are quite aware that the true, honest evolutionist agrees with us; and that he is the first to say that not only is the geological record imperfect, but that there are enormous gaps in the series of hitherto discovered fossils, which can never be filled. He will tell us, moreover, that "no evolutionist assumes that man is descended from any existing ape or any extinct ape either," but that man and apes originated probably aeons back, in some common root stock. Still, as de Quatrefages points out, he will claim as an evidence corroborating his (the evolutionist's) claim, even this wealth of absent proofs, saying that "all living forms have not been preserved in the fossil series, the chances of preservation being few and far between," even primitive man "burying or burning his dead" (A. Wilson). This is just what we ourselves claim. It is just as possible that future should have in store for us the discovery of the giant skeleton of an Atlantean, 30ft. high, as the fossil of a pithecoid "missing link": only the former is more probable. 

It is interesting that earlier in this work, HPB seems to show that two opposite directions of creative forces; involutionary and evolutionary.  But here, she can't seem to apply this.  Why couldn't the Ape being evolved of those evolutionary forces, be set upon (involutionarily) with the soul of humanity, whose hologram then alters its structure to make us as we are today...with disappearing hair, et al?
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