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hello everyone
im posting this string from GnosticMass group because Bishop poses a very interesting question and it would make a great conversation. 

93/93
-Lynette

bishop wrote: 

I would have to respectfully disagree with some of this concerning the XIo.  And undoubtedly, so would Crowley. Since the XIo predates his involvement with O.T.O., his formulation of the degree into the Order was more of a power trip over Ruess than anything else. His later, almost exclusive, use of the XIo and subsequent realization that it was a more powerful form of magick than the IXo correlates to some of the aspects of the degree formula mapped out on the Tree of Life and the fertilization of the earth rather than of the spirit -- to put it in an oversimplistic manner.
pj: Here's a short essay from my book:  Therionic Gnosticism...
The Eleventh Degree
All that we have extant on this degree of the O.T.O. is two published comments by Crowley.  The first is found in Liber CXCIV:

Of the Eleventh Degree, its powers, privileges, and qualifications, nothing whatever is said in any grade. It has no relation to the general plan of the Order, is inscrutable, and dwells in its own palace.
And the second is found in Liber ABA:

The initiate of the XI Degree O.T.O. will remark that there is a totally different formula of ALIM, complementary with that here discussed.  81 may be regarded as a number of Yesod rather than of Luna.  The actual meaning of the word may be taken as indicating the formula.  Aleph may be referred to Harpocrates, with allusion to the well-known poem of Catullus.  Lamed may imply the exltation of Saturn, and sugegest the Three of Swords in a partcular manner.  Yod will then recall Hermes, and Mem “The Hanged Man.”  We have thus a Tetragrammaton which contain no feminine component.  The initial Force is here the Holy Spirit and its vehicle or weapon the “Sword and Balances.”  Justice is then done upon the Mercurial “Virgin,” with the result that the Man is “Hanged” or extended, and is slain in this manner.  Such an operation makes creation impossible—as in the former case; but here there is no question of rearrangement; the creative force is employed deliberately for destruction, and is entirely absorbed in its own sphere (or cylinder, on Einstein’s equations) of action.  This Work is to be regarded as “Holiness to the Lord.”  The Hebrews, in fact, conferred the title of Qadosh (holy) upon its adepts.  Its effect is to consecrate the Magicians who perform it in a very special way.  We may take note also of the correspondence of Nine the Teth XI, Leo, and the Serpent.  The great merits of this formula are that it avoids contact with the inferior planes, that it is self-sufficient, that it involves no responsibilities, and that it leaves its masters not only stronger in themselves, but wholly free to fulfil their essential Natures.  Its abuse is an abomination.
The Catullus poem that Crowley makes reference to is poem is probably number 102.  This poem speaks of trust to a silent and loyal friend whose silence is reciprocal and thus, the poet is transformed into Harpocrates.  But the point that Crowley is making is in the differentiation between the falsity of the lunar formula of ALIM, which rearranges matter rather than transforming it.  Instead, with ALIM adding up to the lunar number of 81 in the Hebrew Qabalah, the XI Degree is attributed to Yesod for destructive purposes; by inference, being transformative.

Kenneth Grant’s XI Degree is for the Priest and Priestess of the Gnostic Mass and occurs during what he calls the eclipse of the Moon (menstruation).  It is used for works of materialization and reification.  It is essentially based on the idea that the menses is the the product of a failed ovum.  This seems much more consistent with Grant deciding to reformulate the grade structure of the order as materialization and reification are clearly contrary to the idea of destruction.

Marcelo Motta, who was extremely influenced by Grant’s work in general, wavered back and forth on whether or not the XI Degree working is as Grant called it or as others have also suspected, is homosexual in nature.  And among others that have experimented along the lines of homosexuality as the opposite working, Patrick King a.k.a. Frater Meithras has come to the fore with research on this issue.  He felt that the degree goes beyond one’s sexual orientation and that it is a subversive formula that transforms social bonds within the structure of the O.T.O. by first destroying them and then reconstituting them.  He used the Tower Atu as a key to his formula.

The Emblems he assigns to the XI Degree are:

Emblem I:  The Eye of Horus—The Anus

The Eye of Horus of course is also consistent with the imagery of the Tower Atu.  Crowley identifies the Eye of Horus with the Eye of Shiva, which upon opening destroys the universe.  This destruction is consistent with the idea that the ultimate perfection is nothingness; giving us a reference to the Ain Soph Aur or more aptly, the fourth Power of the Sphinx.  With King’s attribution of the anus to this Emblem, he is clearly suggesting the homosexual nature of the XI degree.  But the ‘matter’ of the anus begins the Alchemical process of putrefaction in that the product of the anus is used as a fertilizer and in its decomposition, gives off heat as it destroys the seed; giving way to the bud.

Emblem II:  The Blind Eye that Weeps—The Phallus

As I’ve steered away from King’s implications for his first emblem, I will do the same with his second.  Rather than become involved in the XI Degree as the reverse of the IX degree on the plane of sexual orientation, there is the Tantric concept of semen retention and the internal heat that that creates along with the union of Hadit and Nuit as the Hindus teach that this energy will travel up the spine to the Sahasrara Chakkra.  This seems a more efficacious polarity to the IX Degree in that the O.T.O. is an order that includes women and in a homosexual rite, would basically exclude women; unless you wanted to view the formula as an anal rite.

With this in mind then, the woman in sexual congress is also not brought to orgasm; creating her own internal heat and initiating her own Kundalini experience.  No Magickal Childe is created; but the self is destroyed.  We can then see the XI Degree formula working on an Alchemical level and we have the polarity of inner destruction vs. outer manifestation.  The abomination that Crowley mentions in his footnote, would seem to be chastity, which is a formula of the old aeon by way of the sexual prohibitions of the Roman church.  This was their method of manipulation and control; antithetical to the Thelemic idea of Liberty.

This internal working truly has no relation to the general plan of the O.T.O. as the general plan is about the generation of the Amrita; requiring ejaculation into the vagina and the mixing of sexual and oral fluids.  And notice that Crowley says the formula of the XI Degree “is incrutable, and dwells in its own palace”.  For something to be incrutable, it has to be unfathomable and impenetrable as the internal energy matrix of the sushumna.  An anus is quite penetrable.  He also notes “the creative force is employed deliberately for destruction, and is entirely absorbed in its own sphere (or cylinder, on Einstein’s equations) of action.”

And finally, Crowley says:  “The great merits of this formula are that it avoids contact with the inferior planes, that it is self-sufficient, that it involves no responsibilities, and that it leaves its masters not only stronger in themselves, but wholly free to fulfil their essential Natures.”  There is no Magickal Childe to nurture.  Another efficacious promulgation of this formula is in consideration of the Vama Marg.  It is said of the XI Degree that through destruction it promotes the greater brotherhood of the order.  This is particularly interesting when considering the Scarlet Circles that are Thelema’s version of the Vama Marg.  Physical pregnancy is completely averted with expert practice and the numerous sexual partners involved in any circle are then given the opportunity to increase the power and efficaciousness of the circle without the fear of any break.

bishop:

> However, I don't see the correlation between
> the Gnostic Mass and the Minerval initiation.  And I would love
> to see their relation if you have such an outline.


Despite my openness in some things, I have to honor my oaths in others. I can say that observing the movement of the candidate throughout the *entire* ritual (and the banquet is considered part of the ritual) is of importance when looking at the formula. Then relate that movement to the formula as presented in the Mass. One is a microscopic view. The other is a macroscopic view. But the formula remains the same. As the Light infuses the Dove and descends into the Chalice, so too does this occur in both the Mass and the Minerval ritual.

pj: I'm afraid that I still don't see it.  And it's a loss for me and for us that you can't elaborate on it.  I hope you'll reconsider as the ritual itself has been published so many times that there's no secret left as per it's features.<o:p></o:p>
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bishop:

<<Kenneth Grant and I believe (blushing) myself have made attempts in that regard.  Whether or not they are well-suited and successful is another matter altogether.>>
You will forgive my ignorance of your attempt at such. More oversight than intent. However, I do think that anytime one infuses an initiatory current with science fiction/horror novel material, there is something that should be considered anomalous. I've seen this happen within at least one Wiccan tradition, and while going strong, their initiates are a bit, umm, 'off' in
more than one way.

pj:  I would agree with you...overall, I think Kenneth Grant is a victim of Choronzon.  You can tell from his writings as his thoughts are entirely scattered.  But true to Choronzon's nature, there are snippets of fascinating truths throughout.  And Mr. Grant's Nightside work is compelling.  His Lovecraft/Rimbaud/UFO/Nema/Bertiaux stuff is out to lunch...but I would refer you to the article on the A.'.A.'. page of the A.M.H.R. called 'The Howling of Liber CCXXXI'.  I believe I make a strong case for my original point in this thread within that article.
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pj

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

Okay, this is a little longer than I expected, even considering that I have to run take care of some things this morning, so forgive my "shortness"(?) here. I can continue this thread later with you.

> pj: Here's a short essay from my book: Therionic Gnosticism...
> The Eleventh Degree
>
> All that we have extant on this degree of the O.T.O. is two
> published comments by Crowley.

This too is a misnomer, but time this morning prohibits me from pulling out my own resources. I can say that the material on the XIo is not as limited as is commonly held. BTW, the tower card was not associated with the XIo by Patrick King, but by Crowley himself. And there are more than merely two published comments by Crowley on the XIo as well.

Oh, and most all of Patrick King's work has already been established as
defunct. And I do say this with respect since I am one of few with exclusive rights to all his materials from his widow. There is more than what is found pirated on the web (some from the research team I put together several years back). His Emblems and Modes were designed (for sale) to supplement his heroin addiction. They have no basis in reality of the degree or in the formula itself.

The only papers that are missing from the King archives is one called the "Dragon Papers," another forged document by King for his habit, and I am still hunting the world for this paper.

> The first is found in Liber CXCIV:

This is Crowley's power trip over Ruess. His ability to have *something* that Ruess didn't already have within O.T.O. Since the XIo was already in use prior to Crowley's involvement with O.T.O., we already know that he was experimenting with it as a method of attainment. And unfortunately, I again have to disagree with you. It *is* an exclusively anal method of sex magick, ,though not an exclusively homosexual act -- merely one best performed by
two men of any sexual persuation. There is no manner of puritanical
interpretation that can ignore the references, facts, formulas or records of its use on this subject. Grant is merely out of his mind since the Ixo *already* includes the Lesser Mass for "that time of the month." He has tried to separate the IXo into two degrees to, IMO, ignore the obvious concerning the XIo. Crowley is quite explicit about its use and process in many places.

The formula you quote is, unfortunately, the only published record of the XIo formula. Aside from the snide jest at our expense by Crowley (word play for which he is famous), there is a lot of information in that small paragraph -- especially when the formula is mapped out on the Tree of Life.

Let me try to tie this in with the Minerval conversation that we are dancing with below.

But first, I am personally obligated to give this disclaimer:

01) O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick.
02) I don't know everything.
03) O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick.
04) I don't know everything.
05) O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick.
06) I don't know everything.
07) O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick.


08) I don't know everything.
09) O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick.
10) I don't know everything.

and

11) Everything here could be wrong.

Seriously, however, the work of the Sanctuary is a limited paradigm within the field of sex magick. It is 1) specific, 2) specialized and 3) secure. In dealing with the formulas of the IXo, one can find that despite the claims of misogyny, they are biologically sound -- especially in light of modern research. These formulas, though, *are* limited and focused. They are not to be taken as some kind of total formula encompassing every aspect of sex magick (or even balanced biology).

That all said and resaid enough to make someone's eyes bleed, to continue:

There is a comment that floats around cyberspace every once in a while that says that the IXo is a repeat of the Minerval. Some just don't realize how true this statement is and feel that it is some kind of cop-out of the Order from doing the "real work" or some nonsense. But I will come right out and submit that the Minerval *is* the IXo and that the Order has always handed out the IXo right up front without hesitation. It is up to the ingenuity of the Initiate to "get it" or not. It is only then that the Order starts with the unveiling of the Mystery in the Io and works its way at progressive unveilings in subsequent degrees.

The formula of the IXo is summed up (again, throwing it out in the open to everyone who can see) in the O.T.O. Lamen. The Light infuses the Dove and descends into the Chalice. Yes, it is simplified and there is a lot more to it, but that's the basics. Let's stick with the basics for now.

Within the Mass, I would hope, this is already pretty clear to anyone who has done the research and participated in the enactment of the rite. The Minerval, on the other hand is not so obvious -- maybe for obvious reasons as it is an initiation into a Mystery. ;)

The movement of the Candidate within the Minerval mimics the movement of sperm for impregnation. One of the most important parts of the Mass is the line which states: "Let thy light crystallize itself in our blood, fulfilling us of Resurrection." To "crystallize" is to take definitive form. Without the crystallization of the Light, there is no resurrection. Period. This is important both in working with the IXo formula in the Mass as well as the initiatory experience of the Candidate in the Minerval. This process occurs within the last sequence in the Minerval initiation. In the Minerval ritual, the Candidate 

1) is "captured" and brought within the confines of the Camp (an antechamber to a circular Oasis -- no offense intended, but you do the math), 

2) infused with the Light and 3) that Light is crystallized
fulfilling the Candidate to Resurrection, which, if the crystallization
takes hold and is sustained, results in the Io initiation.

This is a microscopic view of what occurs in the Mass. It is *also*
biologically correct in every way, according to modern discoveries that
Crowley could not have been aware of at the time of writing this initiation ritual. The problem lies with the spermo-centric view that most *perceive* in these rituals that just doesn't exist when properly studied. Well, let me rephrase that. It *is* spermo-centric, but many miss the subtleties that exist within the rituals mainly because so many are ignorant of the subtleties that exist within the conception process itself.

The XIo, on the other hand, diffuses this crystallization into a different process and rather than uniting the Dove with the Chalice, reuinites the Dove with the Earth (Malkuth) by deflection of the Tower.

BTW, remind me to tell you sometime about the barmaid/warrior/seductress abilities of the vagina/vaginal fluids. It's a great story and one that opens up the Mass in tremendous detail when one takes into consideration that many think the Priestess is merely a naked showpiece. LOL!

Be well.

Love is the law, love under will.
bishop
www.kindredx.net
Hi bishop,
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I realize you were in a bit of a rush when you wrote this, so I'm gonna wait for your conclusion in order to get your full thought, before I respond.  I'll leave the message in my inbox.  And here's your reminder about the "barmaid/warrior/seductress
abilities of the vagina/vaginal fluids"
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pj
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ok...I'll give it a go... 

 bishop wrote: 

I can say that the material on the XIo is not as limited as is commonly held. BTW, the tower card was not associated with the XIo by Patrick King, but by Crowley himself. And there are more than merely two
published comments by Crowley on the XIo as well.
pj:  ok...I'll need the references for Crowley associating the Tower card with the XI Degree and the other published comments as well.
bishop:
Oh, and most all of Patrick King's work has already been established as defunct. 
pj:  It seemed pretty obvious to me upon reading his one document that I know about and quoted from.
bishop:
His Emblems and Modes were designed (for sale) to supplement his heroin addiction. They have no basis in reality of the degree or in the formula itself.
pj:  Well, I guess I'm glad to hear this...though many are buying into this paper.
bishop:
The only papers that are missing from the King archives is one called the "Dragon Papers," another forged document by King for his habit, and I am still hunting the world for this paper.
pj:  Interesting, I'll keep an eye out for it.
bishop:

> The first is found in Liber CXCIV:

This is Crowley's power trip over Ruess. His ability to have *something* that Ruess didn't already have within O.T.O. Since the XIo was already in use prior to Crowley's involvement with O.T.O., we already know that he was experimenting with it as a method of attainment. 
pj:  References to support this?
bishop:
And unfortunately, I again have to disagree with you. It *is* an exclusively anal method of sex magick, ,though not an exclusively homosexual act -- merely one best performed by two men of any sexual persuation. There is no manner of puritanical interpretation that can ignore the references, facts, formulas or records of its use on this subject. 
pj:  References to support this?
bishop:
Grant is merely out of his mind since the IXo *already* includes the Lesser Mass for "that time of the month." He has tried to separate the IXo into two degrees to, IMO, ignore the obvious concerning the XIo. Crowley is quite explicit about its use and process in many places.
pj:  I agree with you as per your comments on Grant.  But where is Crowley explicit about the XI Degree?  Where are these many places?
bishop:

The formula you quote is, unfortunately, the only published record of the XIo formula. Aside from the snide jest at our expense by Crowley (word play
for which he is famous), there is a lot of information in that small paragraph -- especially when the formula is mapped out on the Tree of Life.
pj:  How would you map this formula?
bishop:

Seriously, however, the work of the Sanctuary is a limited paradigm within the field of sex magick. It is 1) specific, 2) specialized and 3) secure. In dealing with the formulas of the IXo, one can find that despite the claims of misogyny, they are biologically sound -- especially in light of modern research. These formulas, though, *are* limited and focused. They are not to be taken as some kind of total formula encompassing every aspect of sex magick (or even balanced biology).
pj:  How is the work of the Caliphate sanctuary claimed to be misogynistic?  And how are they biologically sound?
bishop:

There is a comment that floats around cyberspace every once in a while that says that the IXo is a repeat of the Minerval. Some just don't realize how true this statement is and feel that it is some kind of cop-out of the Order from doing the "real work" or some nonsense. But I will come right out and submit that the Minerval *is* the IXo and that the Order has always handed out the IXo right up front without hesitation. It is up to the ingenuity of the Initiate to "get it" or not. It is only then that the Order starts with the unveiling of the Mystery in the Io and works its way at progressive unveilings in subsequent degrees.
pj:  I am inclined to agree with you here from subtle comments I remember getting in my days with the Caliphate.  They said something to the effect that the Minerval is the highest initiation, which I interpreted in a different manner at the time.
bishop:

The formula of the IXo is summed up (again, throwing it out in the open to everyone who can see) in the O.T.O. Lamen. The Light infuses the Dove and descends into the Chalice. Yes, it is simplified and there is a lot more to it, but that's the basics. Let's stick with the basics for now.
pj:  Yes, this should be obvious enough to anyone that's made even a preliminary study of the formula.  Though to Grant's credit, he's the only one that explains the formula in the clear light of day without all the 'mystery' around it.  And I affirm:  "Mystery is the enemy of truth."
bishop:

Within the Mass, I would hope, this is already pretty clear to anyone who has done the research and participated in the enactment of the rite. The Minerval, on the other hand is not so obvious -- maybe for obvious reasons as it is an initiation into a Mystery. ;)
pj:  Is it such a mystery?...or is it made into a riddle?  I really think that latter, especially in light of Grant's exposition.  In other words, at this point, and with the ability to discuss sexuality in a more open manner in our present society, holding this to a mystery at this point is not only pointless, but inimical to the nature of truth and the exposition of truth.  This also goes for the Caliphate enforcing its members to oaths of secrecy when its 'secret' rituals are so widely disseminated that the ubsurdity borders on comedy if it weren't in my view, holding to the shadow of truth.
bishop:

The movement of the Candidate within the Minerval mimics the movement of sperm for impregnation. One of the most important parts of the Mass is the line which states: "Let thy light crystallize itself in our blood, fulfilling us of Resurrection." To "crystallize" is to take definitive form. Without the crystallization of the Light, there is no resurrection. Period.
pj:  So are you saying that the illumination of the candidate is symbolic of that crystallization process?
bishop:
This is important both in working with the IXo formula in the Mass as well as the initiatory experience of the Candidate in the Minerval. This process occurs within the last sequence in the Minerval initiation. In the Minerval ritual, the Candidate 1) is "captured" and brought within the confines of the Camp (an antechamber to a circular Oasis -- no offense intended, but you do the math), 
pj:  My understanding of the science is that the sperm does the work of "piercing" the ova.  Perhaps this can be said to be symbolic of piercing the vale.  Biologically, I don't believe the egg goes out and grabs the sperm, nor do a group of eggs go out and grab the sperm with some other biological musculature, guarding the uterus.  This certainly seems quite incorrect on your part.
bishop:
2) infused with the Light and 3) that Light is crystallized fulfilling the Candidate to Resurrection, which, if the crystallization takes hold and is sustained, results in the Io initiation.
pj: In the ritual, the candidate is given the light as Liber AL itself.  Are you saying that Liber AL itself "fulfills" one to the point of resurrection?  This seems to me the same sophistry as Jesus himself fulfilling one of resurrection.  One is merely replacing a scape-goat man/god (or more importantly, a consoler) with a book (that then becomes the consoler).
bishop:

This is a microscopic view of what occurs in the Mass. It is *also* biologically correct in every way, according to modern discoveries that Crowley could not have been aware of at the time of writing this initiation ritual. 
pj:  In light of my questions and comments, I don't see this at all.
bishop:
It *is* spermo-centric, but many miss the subtleties that exist within the rituals mainly because so many are ignorant of the subtleties that exist within the conception process itself.
pj:  What subtleties in the conception process?  The process is ruthless...many sperm swim ardently upstream, one wins by getting to the egg first, causing the uterus to let go of the other egg and allowing the impregnated egg to cling to the uterine wall.  This is controlled by a series of hormonal secretions that stimulate the corresponding organs to do what they do.  This is the biological science on this.

What becomes fascinating is Grant's theories on 'attuning' those hormonal secretions and the reliance on Tantric science for his information, which is to some degree, accurate...at least from what I can tell from the documents he quotes and Hindu sources on Tantra.  Though it seems his theories have not really been tested and I can't say they are empirical until such experimentation is followed through.
bishop:

The XIo, on the other hand, diffuses this crystallization into a different process and rather than uniting the Dove with the Chalice, reuinites the Dove with the Earth (Malkuth) by deflection of the Tower.
pj:  So rather than impregnating an egg to get a magickal childe, one is somehow emitting the energized semen directly into the bloodstream through the virulently damaged membranes of the anus.  This would make the 'catcher' the magickal childe.  Ok...to some degree, I see some viability in this.  This would make Crowley's hint on promoting the 'brotherhood' of the order an interesting pun, which is not outside the realm of normalcy in Crowley's writing style.  But it also excludes half the order...unless also, the women are allowed to be the 'catchers' and become the magickal childe.  But so far, I haven't seen mention of this in any of the extant discussions on the subject that I've come across.
bishop:

BTW, remind me to tell you sometime about the barmaid/warrior/seductress abilities of the vagina/vaginal fluids. It's a great story and one that opens up the Mass in tremendous detail when one takes into consideration that many think the Priestess is merely a naked showpiece. LOL!
pj:  Please, by all means, be reminded.
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 bishop wrote: 

pj:  ok...I'll need the references for Crowley associating the Tower card with the XI Degree and the other published comments as well.
Response:
Tower Card, Book of Thoth, in my copy, page 108
pj:  Yes, it is there and I missed that one...thanks.

bishop:
This is Crowley's power trip over Ruess. His ability to have *something* that Ruess didn't already have within O.T.O. Since the XIo was already in use prior to Crowley's involvement with O.T.O., we already know that he was experimenting with it as a method of attainment.

You wrote:
pj:  References to support this?
Response:
Vision and the Voice was the first(? ugh, don't quote me on this right now) record of the use of the XIo. It is speculation, admittedly, based on letters and historical records of the relationship between the two that Crowley would have certainly wanted something to base his claim of bringing the Order into the New Aeon as well as perfecting the magick of the Order.

pj:  Yes, the 'speculation' or rather the deduction is reasonable.  I checked out your reference here and again, had not seen this before...thanks.

bishop:
for which he is famous), there is a lot of information in that small paragraph -- especially when the formula is mapped out on the Tree of Life.
You wrote:
pj:  How would you map this formula?
Response:
In the footnote in _Liber ABA_, Crowley mentions Yesod, this being a word play of 'Ye Sod,' or 'Thou Sodomite.' He also mentions 'Qadosh,' which he eludes in 777 as the name of a "consecrated catamite." A lot of research to support this has already been done and goes as far back as the Summerian Priestesshood.
Crowley also refers to the Tower in the _Book of Thoth_ as a symbol of the XIo degree. The reason is that in the IXo Yesod is the Vulva, and the energy flows upwards towards Tiphireth through the path of Samekh.
In the XIo Yesod is the Anus and the free upward transformation of the energy in Tiphireth through Samekh is naturally blocked. This would be the references to the path of Death rather than Life.
The blocking card is Atu XI. Hence stopping the rise of the current. The Tower is blasted/destroyed and out of it falls little men in the form of Ayin, which is both a reference to the fact that it is the serpents falling out and the fact that their anuses are arched towards the zenith where resides the eye of Hoor. This eye is that of Ra Hoor Khuit, and the penishole.
They fall out of Yesod and into Malkuth through the path of Tau (hence AC using increasingly a downward pointing triangle (Hoor) with XI noted inside of it beside a Tau or the Tau alone to denote the XIo), the Kingdom (Cf. Libri Agape and Aleph and other places where AC refers to this). Therefore we can see it's awesome powers when used for creation since it has a natural connection with the earth.

pj:  Fascinating...it does make sense on a theoretical level.  And it is certainly outside of the qabalistic formula of ON in that the downward manifestation in that formula is by way of no Tau, but the Aeon Atu.

bishop:
pj:  How is the work of the Caliphate sanctuary claimed to be misogynistic?
Response:
Surely you have seen claims that the Gnostic Mass is very misogynic and that the rites are male dominated.

pj:  I thought you were referring to present practices within the sanctuary.  Yes, I know these claims and they are based on ignorance in the mass.  Still, a principal part of my own re-write was to remove the Victorian flavor (for want of a better phrase) in the hopes of addressing the seeming apparency that is used to confirm the claim.

You wrote:
pj:  My understanding of the science is that the sperm does the work of "piercing" the ova.  Perhaps this can be said to be symbolic of piercing the vale.  Biologically, I don't believe the egg goes out and grabs the sperm, nor do a group of eggs go out and grab the sperm with some other biological musculature, guarding the uterus.  This certainly seems quite incorrect on your part.
Response:
Yes, but this is only half of it. There is a LOT more that goes on in the process. Let me locate my notes on the rest of it. I think you will find it fascinating. At the moment, I seem to be having difficulties in searching my own archives. LOL!

pj:  ok...I'll wait for your notes on this.

You wrote:
pj: In the ritual, the candidate is given the light as Liber AL itself.  Are you saying that Liber AL itself "fulfills" one to the point of resurrection?
This seems to me the same sophistry as Jesus himself fulfilling one of resurrection.  One is merely replacing a scape-goat man/god (or more importantly, a consoler) with a book (that then becomes the consoler).
response:
Remember that Ruess considered O.T.O. to be a resurgence of "Gnostic/original Christianity" (not an exact quote, but off the top of my head). It makes sense that the I(esous) X(ristos) is part of the whole paradigm. So, in a sense, yes, _Liber AL_ *does* fullfil one to the point of resurrection within this *particular* paradigm leading to the Io itself under the overall scheme of the Man of Earth cycle. I have said this before:  the O.T.O. paradigm is *not* about sex but about dynasty. I have NOTHING to
back up this hypothesis except reading between the lines in a lot of places, but when one stands back and looks at the whole of the degree scheme it makes sense.<o:p></o:p>

pj:  Well...then this just affirms for me, my admonition against all of these masonic-based and old aeon based orders.  Liber AL does not do anything for us in regards to our evolution, that is the 'work' that we must do for 'ourselves'.  Liber AL is many things, but not a cathartic, 'scape-goat,' dying-god, saviour.  There is no soteriological quality to Liber AL at all.  It's life is in our individual hearts, minds, bodies and spirit...the laboratory where the work gets done.  The book itself is dead without us.  I'm sorry, but your essential teaching here is absolutely abhorrent to me.

And of course dynasty fits into this... this is part of the Christist egregore...to conquer, to convert, to console.  The original OTO may have been the first of the old aeonic orders to recognize Liber AL's significance...this much is true.  But I don't think it was ever because of its kinship with the book; rather, it sought immediately to find a subtle and clever way to destroy its message and import.  This has consistently proven itself apparent to me by the behavior of the controlling hierarchy of the Caliphate...both in factual deed as well as in rumour and ineundo.

Now I see why Crowley and Germer wanted an end put to the order and why it might be that Crowley directed Grant to reformulate the order...perhaps even why Metzger also reformulated the order.  It was only the California group that wanted to stick to the old ways...and still do.

bishop:
This is a microscopic view of what occurs in the Mass. It is *also* biologically correct in every way, according to modern discoveries that Crowley could not have been aware of at the time of writing this initiation ritual.
You wrote:
pj:  In light of my questions and comments, I don't see this at all.
Response:
There has been a lot in the last three/four decades that has illuminated the biological process of impregnation. Since we are dealing with a formula that
at least utilized part of that process, it seems that there are indications (especially within the Mass) that would suggest that Crowley was either very
intuitive or science has merely caught up with magick again. ;)

pj:  How so?

You wrote:
pj:  What subtleties in the conception process?  The process is ruthless...many sperm swim ardently upstream, one wins by getting to the egg first, causing the uterus to let go of the other egg and allowing the impregnated egg to cling to the uterine wall.  This is controlled by a series of hormonal secretions that stimulate the corresponding organs to do what they do.  This is the biological science on this.
Response:
I would respectfully submit, then, that you are not up-to-date on your research. The process is NOT ruthless at all. In fact, quite the opposite with the woman's vaginal fluids being a very vital part of the whole. But then, we knew this already from Crowley's 

implications of the formula. In fact, the vaginal fluids (much like the Priestess in the Mass) has a subtle but very vital part of ensuring that the sperm either survives or not while attempting (sometimes up to three days after ejaculation) to reach the egg.

pj:  Yes, the vaginal fluid maintains survivability of the sperm as the 'atmosphere' of the vagina is such that the sperm would instantly die without such protection.  But there is no study that this vaginal fluid in any way aids the movement of the sperm; it just enshrouds the sperm with a protective environment.  And really, I'm pretty much up to date on all of this.

bishop:
Of course, we are on the same page in understanding that the egg is not part of this formula at all -- either by research of Crowley's own work or even
the original works on which all of this is based. The egg is a vessel and nothing more. Granted, this is only a *single* paradigm and, as I said, very
one sided in outlook. But from that outlook it is still very accurate insofar as modern biology is concerned.

pj:  Again, I would disagree with you here.  First, the ova's nucleus provides one half of the DNA and the mitochondria outside the nucleus is entirely provided to the child by the ova as the mitochondria of the sperm can not pass into the ova.  This is hard science.  If the Caliphate is still promoting this idea, it is further revealing of their misogyny...especially in light of the fact that it is the Priest in the Gnostic Mass who claims to be the vehicle of the light...that which is heavenly, down to manifestation.  It is the Priestess who spiritualizes it by bringing the energy up to Tiphareth.


You wrote:
pj:  Please, by all means, be reminded.
Response:
LOL! I'm looking. I'm looking. I just had my hat change (as I finish this sentence) so I have to run, but I will have that before this conversation is
over.

pj:  Please keep looking...thanks.
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pj

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

There may come a point, sooner than I had thought or hoped, where we might have to agree to disagree. :( There are times when I think you mistake my ability to communicate in a concrete manner for a conviction of personal truth. I merely refuse to overuse the words 'supposedly,' 'allegedly' and other such nonsense.

But I will say that I am enjoying being able to go through a lot of this again. It's been a while since someone made me think about all my past research and I've had to pull out a lot of notes to answer some of this. It's been great and I thank you for that.

So, without prejudice, onward!

pj: Fascinating...it does make sense on a theoretical level. And it is
certainly outside of the qabalistic formula of ON in that the downward
manifestation in that formula is by way of no Tau, but the Aeon Atu.

Response:
Maybe I am missing something here ... can you explain? Maybe I am just
reading this sentence wrong.

pj: I thought you were referring to present practices within the sanctuary. Yes, I know these claims and they are based on ignorance in the mass. Still, a principal part of my own re-write was to remove the Victorian flavor (for want of a better phrase) in the hopes of addressing the seeming apparency that is used to confirm the claim.

Response:
Hey! We agree that such claims are based on ignorance. :)

The problem with most rewrites is that the Mass is more than a nice
'thelemic' ritual enactment for the people, but it is a specific technical performance for a purpose. Until one understands and comprehends that purpose, rewrites are worthless.

pj: Well...then this just affirms for me, my admonition against all of
these masonic-based and old aeon based orders.

Response:
My statement affirms nothing actually. If we wanted to deal with absolutes, we could. But we aren't. We are looking at a specific paradigm with specific rules and constraints that are in place for a reason. If we want to sidestep the purpose and formulas of the Order, we can do that as well, but then this conversation would be pointless. O.T.O. was functioning before _Liber AL_ was received. The Secret of the Sanctuary was in place before _Liber AL_ was received. Crowley merely placed a 'thelemic' bent to the whole without altering the base formula. Nothing more. I have no problem walking out of this paradigm to have a conversation concerning other aspects of it, but if we are going to discuss O.T.O. degree formulas, their purpose, use and
origins, then it would be best to stay within the limits of what is
appropriate without moral or incredulous statements that have no bearing on the discussion. I am not suggesting that the formula is even remotely connected with Thelema (in fact, I would argue that it isn't), but that O.T.O. itself is merely a tool for the promulgation of the Law as a sidenote to its actual purpose of initiation into a specific kind of sex magick. As my disclaimer before: O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick. It is merely one form of a larger field of magick.

You then added:
I'm sorry, but your essential teaching here is absolutely abhorrent to me.

Response:
My teaching? I think you mistake one thing for another here. I was under the impression that this was a conversation, not a lecture. ;)

Then again:
And of course dynasty fits into this... this is part of the Christist
egregore...to conquer, to convert, to console.

Response:
I would suggest a good dictionary then. Dynasty is something of a lineal descent. Hell, *I* have a dynasty just in my two kids here. LOL! But 'dynasty' has no moral connotation to it at all except what one might place on it. In this case, the dynasty is [supposed to be] one of Adepts, not rulers. It is a biological enhancement of evolution. This is seen in the Mass as well as other indications throughout Crowley's writings in his claim to have reconciled the Secret of Masonry.

"It has been suggested by more than one authority that the simplistic, yet supreme secret of freemasonry is _the Alchemical transmutation of the Initiate_. I can accept this so long as someone will continue to answer the follow-up question of: _to what end?_ Simply to suggest that each could follow his or her own path of transmutation in O.T.O. is a bit like suggesting that a salmon could merely float downstream to mate. Yes, they could do that, but that simply isn't the course of nature of salmon. Neither is it the course of the path of the O.T.O., in my opinion, to simply be the Thelemic social catch all of the New Aeon. But the Gnostic Mass unfolds that Mystery to the participants and includes them in the oldest and largest mythological cycles known to Man. It provides the entire foundation for both the Thelemic cosmogony as well as the necessary components to look back on the previous Aeons with respect and appreciation. It gives the magical and physiological basis on which we are capable of continuing to propagate a line of Initiates into the future with a definitive line from the past in
accordance with the natural Mystery that is contained within the Bosom of the O.T.O. and other initiatory bodies that are carrying the seed of the Supreme Secret."
------
_bishop_. "Introduction." _Of the Mass_. unpublished notes, 2001.

You added:
The original OTO may have been the first of the old aeonic orders to
recognize Liber AL's significance...this much is true. But I don't think it was ever because of its kinship with the book; rather, it sought immediately to find a subtle and clever way to destroy its message and import. This has consistently proven itself apparent to me by the behavior of the controlling hierarchy of the Caliphate...both in factual deed as well as in rumour and ineundo.



Response:
Huh? I think this is not even a logical conclusion as "O.T.O." was not the originator of the Law, but brought the Law by Crowley. So, to suggest that O.T.O. set out to destroy the message when it was Crowley himself that infused the Order with the Law is really more of a Koenig view of history than a factual one.

You added:
Now I see why Crowley and Germer wanted an end put to the order and why it might be that Crowley directed Grant to reformulate the order...perhaps even why Metzger also reformulated the order. It was only the California group that wanted to stick to the old ways...and still do.

Response:
LOL! Sorry, but if we were sticking with the old ways, we still have less than a hundred members. O.T.O. has realized more of the properties and ideals of Crowley than even Crowley during his own lifetime. I don't buy it. Even Crowley's own Will disputes this idea of "reformulating" the Order. But I am willing to entertain evidence to the contrary.

Germer, on the other hand, didn't want to end the Order. He merely had no interest in running it. Why on earth Crowley made him his successor when he didn't even like the man is just beyond me.

I wrote:
fact, the vaginal fluids (much like the Priestess in the Mass) has a subtle but very vital part of ensuring that the sperm either survives or not while attempting (sometimes up to three days after ejaculation) to reach the egg.

pj: Yes, the vaginal fluid maintains survivability of the sperm as the
'atmosphere' of the vagina is such that the sperm would instantly die
without such protection. But there is no study that this vaginal fluid in any way aids the movement of the sperm; it just enshrouds the sperm with a protective environment. And really, I'm pretty much up to date on all of this.

Response:
Reread that carefully now. I said nothing about movement. I said vital to survival or not. And I stand on this. It is the vaginal fluids that act like barmaids and warriors and seductresses to the sperm -- even going so far as to nuture it for days on it's journey through the desert, attack and kill foreign sperm as well as pick out "good" sperm in a multiple partner "mix." Pretty amazing stuff if you ask me. While Crowley might have considered it inert matter to be utilized by the sperm for the process of the formula, it would seem that he "made a mistake" in that he absolutely provided the Priestess of the Mass with this same role of barmaid/warrior/suductress.

I wrote:
Of course, we are on the same page in understanding that the egg is not part of this formula at all -- either by research of Crowley's own work or even the original works on which all of this is based. The egg is a vessel and nothing more. Granted, this is only a *single* paradigm and, as I said, very one sided in outlook. But from that outlook it is still very accurate insofar as modern biology is concerned.

pj: Again, I would disagree with you here. First, the ova's nucleus
provides one half of the DNA and the mitochondria outside the nucleus is entirely provided to the child by the ova as the mitochondria of the sperm can not pass into the ova. This is hard science. If the Caliphate is still promoting this idea, it is further revealing of their misogyny...

Response:
Nah, it more revealing of an ability to misdirect a conversation. We haven't been discussing DNA or mitochondria or anything else on that level. It sounds good. It sounds scientific (especially since it is). But it isn't relevant to such a conversation such as this. It is constantly used as an "irrelevant conclusion" when dealing with the IXo, O.T.O. and modern antagonism against the Order. If I had a dime ...

This is why the Order continues to promote the idea of a gradual unveiling of the Mystery rather that merely handing out the rituals over the Internet and "hoping" that others will "get it" through reading them. One must first understand the foundation before one can move on to rewrite the process. Such responses like this only reaffirms to me that there are still those who prefer to speak out against the "misogyny of O.T.O." without a clear understanding of the Mystery and that the gradual unveiling process is still needed even in this day and age. Even discussing 'ova' in a discussion of the Mass or the IXo is irrelevant when one is familiar with the source material on which the "Supreme Secret" (so-called) is based.

If you remember, I said in an earlier email: "In dealing with the formulas of the IXo, one can find that despite the claims of misogyny, they are biologically sound -- especially in light of modern research. These formulas, though, *are* limited and focused. They are not to be taken as some kind of total formula encompassing every aspect of sex magick (or even balanced biology)."

Allow me to reiterate the point: "These formulas, though, *are* limited and focused. They are not to be taken as some kind of total formula encompassing every aspect of sex magick (or even balanced biology)."

--start tangent--

PJ, I do not think (realistically speaking) that this is some kind of
ultimate "thingy" for the advancement of Mankind into the future. But I have *chosen* to work this paradigm and part of that choice is understanding it from the inside rather than outside, to explain it from that point of view, as initiated research rather than an objective documentary. I am also capable of separating this paradigm from Thelema and seeing how the two, many times, are incompatible.



To draw part of this back to the original email, one cannot study and
understand the XIo without a careful examination of the VIIo, VIIIo, IXo and Xo formulas. They are all complementary and form a cycle in and of themselves that mirror the Man of Earth formulas on a different level. My only concern at the moment is that this newly found "XIIo" (~sigh~ barf) will *suddenly* have a formula of its own that remains unknown due to policies/politics of the Order, and that people such as myself who have dedicated their lives to the study of the formulas (rather than merely degree jumping) will be locked out and our research stiffled. Only time will tell.

--end tangent--

You wrote:
especially in light of the fact that it is the Priest in the Gnostic Mass who claims to be the vehicle of the light...that which is heavenly, down to manifestation. It is the Priestess who spiritualizes it by bringing the energy up to Tiphareth.

Response:
This is absolutely, totally, 100% incorrect and not even in line with the script of _Liber XV_ (or an understanding of the IXo outside of the concept of the energy headed to Tiphareth). Since this is a specific paradigm, I can agree that in other sex magical rituals *based* on _Liber XV_ this would be extremely valid and makes more sense in a lot of ways. But since we are discussing _Liber XV_ (within the O.T.O. paradigm), I have to disagree again and point back to every published document, illicit or not, on the IXo and every book where Crowley even hints at it and suggest that it's just not accurate at all.

pj: Please keep looking...thanks.

Response:
My paraphrase is above. I have requested that the originator of story send it to me since I am obviously incapable of rummaging through my own archives competantly and the original is filled with much more humor. LOL! But the basics are above.

Love is the law, love under will.
bishop
www.kindredx.net
Hi bishop, 
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 bishop wrote: 

There may come a point, sooner than I had thought or hoped, where we might have to agree to disagree. :( 

pj:  Perhaps, perhaps not...I'm already learning a bit from you as you've corrected some of my own mistakes in research.  I tend to not want to agree to disgree...but actively disagree as the latter seems a method to finding a better truth.  It also helps to fine tune one's own knowledge base and better enable one to communicate abstract concepts with greater clarity.
bishop:
There are times when I think you mistake my ability to communicate in a concrete manner for a conviction of personal truth. I merely refuse to overuse the words 'supposedly,' 'allegedly' and other such nonsense.
pj:  I would suggest that those words add to clarity and prevent that mistake.  Otherwise, how could I tell where your convictions do and do not lie?
bishop:

But I will say that I am enjoying being able to go through a lot of this again. It's been a while since someone made me think about all my past research and I've had to pull out a lot of notes to answer some of this. It's been great and I thank you for that.
pj:  Besides that challenge to my own 'notes', I especially enjoy the chance to build friendship through this dialogue.  :-)

pj:  Fascinating...it does make sense on a theoretical level.  And it is certainly outside of the qabalistic formula of ON in that the downward manifestation in that formula is by way of no Tau, but the Aeon Atu.

Response:
Maybe I am missing something here ... can you explain? Maybe I am just reading this sentence wrong.
pj:  In the Formula of ON (as I've learned about this through the writings of Jerry Cornelius), the Tower Atu (I use 'Atu' as a convenience to refer to the path on the Tree) connects the male and female energies.  The female takes the energy up to Tiphareth by way of the Death Atu as the male energy is taken to manifestation in Malkuth by way of the Aeon Atu.  There's a brief explanation of this in my article:  'The Third Covenant' on the A.'.A.'. page of the A.M.H.R. site.
pj:  I thought you were referring to present practices within the sanctuary.  Yes, I know these claims and they are based on ignorance in the mass.  Still, a principal part of my own re-write was to remove the Victorian flavor (for want of a better phrase) in the hopes of addressing the seeming apparency that is used to confirm the claim.
Response:
Hey! We agree that such claims are based on ignorance. 

pj:  ROFL...yes, we do!  My original knowledge of the Mass was given to me by way of Jim Wasserman's tutelage, though he himself hates the mass.  And he is/was quite knowledgeable in this regard (my last contact with him is more than 10 years ago).

bishop:

The problem with most rewrites is that the Mass is more than a nice 'thelemic' ritual enactment for the people, but it is a specific technical performance for a purpose. Until one understands and comprehends that
purpose, rewrites are worthless.

pj:  Again...totally agree...which is why even my rewrite is more superficial.  The one complaint one may be able to validate is that I remove specifically, the Tree-of-Life symbolism.  But in this case it is merely symbolism...but perhaps arguably, necessary when considering the Caliphate initiation rites on conjunction with the mass.<o:p></o:p>

pj:  Well...then this just affirms for me, my admonition against all of these masonic-based and old aeon based orders.

Response:
My statement affirms nothing actually. If we wanted to deal with absolutes, we could. But we aren't. We are looking at a specific paradigm with specific rules and constraints that are in place for a reason. If we want to sidestep the purpose and formulas of the Order, we can do that as well, but then this conversation would be pointless. O.T.O. was functioning before _Liber AL_ was received. The Secret of the Sanctuary was in place before _Liber AL_ was received. Crowley merely placed a 'thelemic' bent to the whole without altering the base formula. Nothing more. I have no problem walking out of this paradigm to have a conversation concerning other aspects of it, but if we are going to discuss O.T.O. degree formulas, their purpose, use and origins, then it would be best to stay within the limits of what is appropriate without moral or incredulous statements that have no bearing on the discussion. I am not suggesting that the formula is even remotely connected with Thelema (in fact, I would argue that it isn't), but that O.T.O. itself is merely a tool for the promulgation of the Law as a sidenote to its actual purpose of initiation into a specific kind of sex magick. As my disclaimer before: O.T.O. work is not the end-all be-all of sex magick. It is merely one form of a larger field of magick.

pj:  Makes sense to me...I'm simply after something more thoroughly 'new aeonic' or I should probably say, more exclusively as thoroughness is not necessarily an issue.  In the end, Magick is Magick is Magick.  And if you read my trilogy of articles of which the one I mention above is the third, the new aeon is really on a lot of levels, but an extension of the old aeon.  Though the old rituals are black, of course, there are those purged by the Prophet.

And so we move into a grey area where yes, there should be held no claim against the Caliphate for working these rites as they have seen fit to do so...at least from the manner that you're relating them here.  Of course, I hold you as far more enlightened than what I and others have observed as the general character of its membership.

pj:
I'm sorry, but your essential teaching here is absolutely abhorrent to me.

Response:
My teaching? I think you mistake one thing for another here. I was under the impression that this was a conversation, not a lecture. ;)

pj:  lol...we can start a whole new thread on this alone.  I 'pretend' to be a teacher (reference to my 'Pretenders to Prophecy' on the A.'.A.'. page of the A.M.H.R. site), and in so doing, I feel there is only one way to teach...and that is to be a perennial student.  You are intelligent, insightful and possess a database of knowledge and experience that I don't have (irregardless of what I may or may not already have).  In that sense, I value your instruction and benefit from our intercourse.  Two Stars when well met, modify each other to the extent that their experience of each other adds to their collective and individual pasttimes.

pj:
And of course dynasty fits into this... this is part of the Christist egregore...to conquer, to convert, to console.

Response:
I would suggest a good dictionary then. Dynasty is something of a lineal descent. Hell, *I* have a dynasty just in my two kids here. LOL! But 'dynasty' has no moral connotation to it at all except what one might place on it. In this case, the dynasty is [supposed to be] one of Adepts, not rulers. It is a biological enhancement of evolution. This is seen in the Mass as well as other indications throughout Crowley's writings in his claim to have reconciled the Secret of Masonry.

pj:  I agree with you...the underlying presumption that I did not clearly express is in the nature of how the Caliphate promulgates this dynasty.  I don't believe that there are any Adepts within its pale.  And I do believe they are trying to set themselves up as the sole authority and dispositor or Thelema in general, and its literature in particular.  Years ago, I used to mock them as 'The Order of Oriental Publishers.'  I don't feel the need to be so overtly abrasive towards them these days...as I've really worked out the emotional harm that came my way because of them (going back to the last days of my association with them).  And their interest in publishing has my support in that they are getting the word out...if only they'd let others do this as well and give up their efforts to control everything.  Their 'dynasty' is one of temporal power at this point as I don't feel that Adepts would waste their time and energy in this regard.

Of course, this feeds into my criticisms of the SOTO and UR-OTO; why do they think they need to publish this stuff anyway?  If they're so very much of the new aeon and really initiated practitioners of Magick, they should be able to develop the canon of Thelema with new writings that also gets the word out.  And without meaning to brag, I've at least done this...to some degree.  And I don't feel that I'm all that 'special'...just creative and pioneering...and willing to experiment.
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pj

bishop:
"It has been suggested by more than one authority 

<snip for the sake of brevity>

It gives the magical and physiological basis on which we are capable of continuing to propagate a line of Initiates into the future with a definitive line from the past in accordance with the natural Mystery that is contained within the Bosom of the O.T.O. and other initiatory bodies that are carrying the seed of the
Supreme Secret."
------
_bishop_. "Introduction." _Of the Mass_. unpublished notes, 2001.

You added:
The original OTO may have been the first of the old aeonic orders to recognize Liber AL's significance...this much is true.  But I don't think it was ever because of its kinship with the book; rather, it sought immediately to find a subtle and clever way to destroy its message and import.  This has consistently proven itself apparent to me by the behavior of the controlling hierarchy of the Caliphate...both in factual deed as well as in rumour and ineundo.

Response:
Huh? I think this is not even a logical conclusion as "O.T.O." was not the originator of the Law, but brought the Law by Crowley. So, to suggest that O.T.O. set out to destroy the message when it was Crowley himself that infused the Order with the Law is really more of a Koenig view of history than a factual one.

pj:  I feel that whatever Crowley tried to infuse into the order has been lost.  This seems reasonable in examining the behavior of its leadership; both in their direct dealings with me personally, and generally with the larger community of Thelemites.  Again, there are wonderful individuals within its pale.  But the general egregore of the order is in my opinion, counter-Thelemic and cultic.  And I say the same for the SOTOs, UR-OTO, TGD, et al.

Bishop:

You added:
Now I see why Crowley and Germer wanted an end put to the order and why it might be that Crowley directed Grant to reformulate the order...perhaps even why Metzger also reformulated the order.  It was only the California group that wanted to stick to the old ways...and still do.


Response:
LOL! Sorry, but if we were sticking with the old ways, we still have less than a hundred members. O.T.O. has realized more of the properties and ideals of Crowley than even Crowley during his own lifetime. I don't buy it. Even Crowley's own Will disputes this idea of "reformulating" the Order. But I am willing to entertain evidence to the contrary.

pj:  Well, I guess I could work up to the presentation of evidence.  But I'd rather not.  In my view, the Caliphate has proven its right to exist for better or for worse (it does not matter).  And I am perfectly willing to let them do so.  Even with all the evidence in the universe, it seems to me that both Crowley's lack of clarity and Germer's lack of clarity in determining successorship has brought on the conundrum.  And two sides of this issue would debate ad nauseum with no hope of resolution.  I accept most of Peter Koenigs research as quite valid.  I just don't accept what he finally ended up doing with it.  Ultimately, he joined the UR-OTO and destroyed his own credibility.  And so again, we return to my 'wish list.'

bishop:
Germer, on the other hand, didn't want to end the Order. He merely had no interest in running it. Why on earth Crowley made him his successor when he didn't even like the man is just beyond me.

pj:  It seems to me that Germer wanted to shut down the order as he wouldn't allow new members to become initiated.  But again, this really doesn't matter.  The order exists, holds the ability to enforce copyrights (even pretend to hold other copyrights of public domain material), and has established community.  As Thelemites, we have to recognize that its success is its proof...and the only proof it needs.  So I say to all those inimical to the Caliphate (including myself); "get over it already."

bishop:
fact, the vaginal fluids (much like the Priestess in the Mass) has a subtle but very vital part of ensuring that the sperm either survives or not while attempting (sometimes up to three days after ejaculation) to reach the egg.

pj:  Yes, the vaginal fluid maintains survivability of the sperm as the 'atmosphere' of the vagina is such that the sperm would instantly die without such protection.  But there is no study that this vaginal fluid in any way aids the movement of the sperm; it just enshrouds the sperm with a protective environment.  And really, I'm pretty much up to date on all of this.

Response:
Reread that carefully now. I said nothing about movement. I said vital to survival or not. And I stand on this. It is the vaginal fluids that act like barmaids and warriors and seductresses to the sperm -- even going so far as to nuture it for days on it's journey through the desert, attack and kill foreign sperm as well as pick out "good" sperm in a multiple partner "mix."  Pretty amazing stuff if you ask me. While Crowley might have considered it inert matter to be utilized by the sperm for the process of the formula, it would seem that he "made a mistake" in that he absolutely provided the Priestess of the Mass with this same role of barmaid/warrior/seductress.

pj:  Brilliant analogy and quite educational for me.  So I'm glad that this came up.  But we were originally talking about the correlation between the Gnostic Mass and the Minerval initiation.  The vaginal fluids (and not the ova) may select and coax and discriminate...but these fluids don't conduct.  If they determine any course for the sperm it is passive at best.  The ova (to be differentiated from the vaginal fluids) is another matter in that it is half the equation of the DNA and all of the mitochondrial equation.  The upward movement of the female in the formula of ON can by physically correlated then to the fertilized egg taking to the uterine wall.  And the downward movement of the male can be taken to correlate with the other egg that is released and discharched upon fertilization of the former egg.

We then have a whole other set of Alchemical substances that can be considered as the discharge contains ova and semen as well as vaginal and seminal fluid.  By the working of Liber XXXVI, this is then combined with both the salivary glands of the working couple and into a sort of primordial stew.  And Kenneth Grant adds a whole set of possible affectations for this in how the hypothalmus and pituitary glands can be affected both before and during the initiation of the entire working.  Though his ideas are entirely speculative, they bear enough merit to warrent further investigation and experimentation.

And while I'm at it, the egg that takes to the uterine wall...well, I believe that Crowley was aware of the Hindu prophecy behind the 'Golden Childe' and that Grant also had some hint of this from Crowley.  It's too bad that Grant's thinking is so erratic as to be so easily distracted by Nema, Bertieau, Spare and Rimbaud (amongst others).  This is I feel something behind the eugenic theories that really remain very vague in an overall impression that I interpret; especially connected to the Lam portrait with the ominous loss of material connected to that.  And please note that this is all entirely speculative on my part and that I have absolutely no credible references to back this up...just an intuition, which itself should be deemed as not being entirely credible.



bishop:
Of course, we are on the same page in understanding that the egg is not part of this formula at all -- either by research of Crowley's own work or even the original works on which all of this is based. The egg is a vessel and nothing more. Granted, this is only a *single* paradigm and, as I said, very one sided in outlook. But from that outlook it is still very accurate insofar as modern biology is concerned.
pj:  Again, I would disagree with you here.  First, the ova's nucleus provides one half of the DNA and the mitochondria outside the nucleus is entirely provided to the child by the ova as the mitochondria of the sperm can not pass into the ova.  This is hard science.  If the Caliphate is still promoting this idea, it is further revealing of their misogyny...

Response:
Nah, it more revealing of an ability to misdirect a conversation. We haven't been discussing DNA or mitochondria or anything else on that level. It sounds good. It sounds scientific (especially since it is). But it isn't relevant to such a conversation such as this. It is constantly used as an "irrelevant conclusion" when dealing with the IXo, O.T.O. and modern antagonism against the Order. If I had a dime ...

pj:  ok...we'll leave that one be...I'm a little lost on context here.  So I assume that if there is anything of merit here, we'll find this point either at another point in this thread or in another thread altogether.

bishop:
This is why the Order continues to promote the idea of a gradual unveiling of the Mystery rather that merely handing out the rituals over the Internet and "hoping" that others will "get it" through reading them. One must first understand the foundation before one can move on to rewrite the process.  Such responses like this only reaffirms to me that there are still those who prefer to speak out against the "misogyny of O.T.O." without a clear understanding of the Mystery and that the gradual unveiling process is still needed even in this day and age. Even discussing 'ova' in a discussion of the Mass or the IXo is irrelevant when one is familiar with the source material on which the "Supreme Secret" (so-called) is based.

pj:  Here, my disagreement is in the fact that a little information can be a great danger.  The entire platform needs to be put forth and examined.  Especially considering the dubious morality of the hierarchy, they simply in my view, don't have the authority to do otherwise.  And more to the point, all the 'secrets' of the OTO are not only published within the Thelemic world.  But other traditions are also publishing the same material in a different format.  The only one's being kept from a full up-front perusal of the information it seems, are those that decide to take their career with the Caliphate in the manner that the hierarchy would have them do.  In this regard, they are the only one's being help in darkness and subjected to the 'mystery' (which again, is the enemy of truth).  It is no wonder why so many refer to the general members of the order as 

'Caliphate Drones'.  And by inference, it speaks volumes to the motives of the hierarchy...again, whom simply are not Adepts themselves.  They are perhaps scholarly researchers.  And that is good and necessary work...hats off to them for that.<o:p></o:p>

bishop:
If you remember, I said in an earlier email: "In dealing with the formulas of the IXo, one can find that despite the claims of misogyny, they are biologically sound -- especially in light of modern research. These formulas, though, *are* limited and focused. They are not to be taken as some kind of total formula encompassing every aspect of sex magick (or even balanced biology)." Allow me to reiterate the point: "These formulas, though, *are* limited and focused. They are not to be taken as some kind of total formula encompassing every aspect of sex magick (or even balanced biology)."

--start tangent--

PJ, I do not think (realistically speaking) that this is some kind of ultimate "thingy" for the advancement of Mankind into the future. But I have *chosen* to work this paradigm and part of that choice is understanding it from the inside rather than outside, to explain it from that point of view, as initiated research rather than an objective documentary. I am also capable of separating this paradigm from Thelema and seeing how the two, many times, are incompatible.

pj:  I'm glad to hear this!

bishop:
To draw part of this back to the original email, one cannot study and understand the XIo without a careful examination of the VIIo, VIIIo, IXo and Xo formulas. They are all complementary and form a cycle in and of themselves that mirror the Man of Earth formulas on a different level. My only concern at the moment is that this newly found "XIIo" (~sigh~ barf) will *suddenly* have a formula of its own that remains unknown due to policies/politics of the Order, and that people such as myself who have dedicated their lives to the study of the formulas (rather than merely degree jumping) will be locked out and our research stiffled. Only time will tell.<o:p></o:p>

pj:  I'm glad that you have clarity on this!  It is a testament to the quality of your private work.
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Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

pj: I would suggest that those words add to clarity and prevent that
mistake. Otherwise, how could I tell where your convictions do and do not lie?

Response:
With respect, my convictions are for more personal venues than elists. My attempt to be objective, yet firm in some areas, is something that I wish to maintain since it does at least give the appearance that I am not merely a "Caliphate drone." ;)

pj: Besides that challenge to my own 'notes', I especially enjoy the chance to build friendship through this dialogue. :-)

Response:
Likewise.

pj: In the Formula of ON (as I've learned about this through the writings of Jerry Cornelius), the Tower Atu (I use 'Atu' as a convenience to refer to the path on the Tree) connects the male and female energies. The female takes the energy up to Tiphareth by way of the Death Atu as the male energy is taken to manifestation in Malkuth by way of the Aeon Atu. There's a brief explanation of this in my article: 'The Third Covenant' on the A.'.A.'. page of the A.M.H.R. site.

Response:
Gotcha! I misread the sentence originally then.

pj: Makes sense to me...I'm simply after something more thoroughly 'new
aeonic' or I should probably say, more exclusively as thoroughness is not necessarily an issue. In the end, Magick is Magick is Magick. And if you read my trilogy of articles of which the one I mention above is the third, the new aeon is really on a lot of levels, but an extension of the old aeon. Though the old rituals are black, of course, there are those purged by the Prophet.

Response:
Understood. It would be nice to see a fully 'new aeonic'
organization/group/whatever. I think I commented on that difficulties, to me, in an earlier email.

You added:
And so we move into a grey area where yes, there should be held no claim against the Caliphate for working these rites as they have seen fit to do so...at least from the manner that you're relating them here. Of course, I hold you as far more enlightened than what I and others have observed as the general character of its membership.

Response:
Aw Shucks, Maynard! I'm just a guy who likes to study and hear the sound of his voice (or fingers typing, at least). ;)

pj: I agree with you...the underlying presumption that I did not clearly express is in the nature of how the Caliphate promulgates this dynasty. I don't believe that there are any Adepts within its pale. And I do believe they are trying to set themselves up as the sole authority and dispositor or Thelema in general, and its literature in particular. 


Response:
There are days that I would agree with this. There are days I wouldn't.

You added:
Their 'dynasty' is one of temporal power at this point as I don't feel that Adepts would waste their time and energy in this regard.

Response:
Of course they are! Was there any doubt? (Cf. _Liber CCC_) This is where the connection is usually erroneously made, IMO, between O.T.O. and Thelema. O.T.O. is *a* temporal bastion for the Law, not the source of the Law. This is especially critical in remembering when one discusses things like we are in this thread. The formulas of the Order are not 'thelemic' _per se_. They not only pre-date the Law, but they are merely glossed with a 'thelemic' coating of scarlet paint.

pj: Brilliant analogy and quite educational for me. So I'm glad that this came up. But we were originally talking about the correlation between the Gnostic Mass and the Minerval initiation. The vaginal fluids (and not the ova) may select and coax and discriminate...but these fluids don't conduct. If they determine any course for the sperm it is passive at best.

Response:
Correct, hence the point. You have nailed it on the head. ;) This is why the source material deals with the sperm and the vaginal fluids and not the egg. Now, granted, it was originally based on bad biology that didn't understand the actual nature of the egg. BUT, again, we are dealing with a specific form of sex magick, not necessarily the biological breakdown of conception. ;) And in those specifics, it is uncannily accurate.

You added:
And please note that this is all entirely speculative on my part and that I have absolutely no credible references to back this up...just an intuition, which itself should be deemed as not being entirely credible.

Response:
It is good to see someone else admit when they have no support for their theories. I have had to do this for years until I was capable of starting to collect materials to support them. Sometimes intuition is all we have to start.

pj: Here, my disagreement is in the fact that a little information can be a great danger. The entire platform needs to be put forth and examined. Especially considering the dubious morality of the hierarchy, they simply in my view, don't have the authority to do otherwise.

[and]

pj: And more to the point, all the 'secrets' of the OTO are not only
published within the Thelemic world. But other traditions are also
publishing the same material in a different format.

Response:
This seem, to me, to be contradictory. If there is little information, but it's all been published already, then ... anyway ... but not all information *has* been published, though it is available to those with the discipline (and travel money or good friends near the Walburg - LOL) to go after it. And the hack copies that the UR-OTO has put out from Koenig are just that. They have little context in which to understand them even for those with a lot of information already. It's just more misdirection and smoke screen to distract from either the pursuit of knowledge or clarity in research.

pj: Ok...I guess this would go in light of your tangeant. It is said that to the Scarlet Woman, all power is given. It is on that that I rely in my point. And if that is not so in relation to your study of Liber XV in relation to the unfolding initiatory rites of the order, then I am inclined to trust your opinion on that as your scholarship there, seems quite erudite.

Response:
Let's make sure that we aren't confusing Thelema with an O.T.O. formula
here. I will submit again that Thelema is merely a gloss to make O.T.O. seem more 'thelemic' in the sense that it is designated (by Crowley) as a temporal power of the Law. It wouldn't make a lot of sense for one of the major players in Occulture to be, say, the Black Panthers while promulgating the Law of Thelema from its ranks. It would be like asking the KKK to hand out flowers in the airport on MLK, Jr. Day. Likewise, the Scarlet Woman may have all power, but that's a Thelemic perspective and we are still dealing with an O.T.O. formula of sex magick.

Okay. The rest of this thread from my side may be a little erratic from here on out. I have two kids today to take care of and they have decided they want to go swimming. As much as I love discussion, debate and have my head stuck up this computer's ass all the time, my child and his friend come first. Tear this one apart ;) and I promise I will get back to all this later this afternoon/evening.

Be well.

Love is the law, love under will.
bishop
www.kindredx.net
From Bishop:

Liber Comfortibilo Spermo

[or The Luxury of Being a Sperm]

(taken and reformatted from the original English)

---

And now for a quick re-cap.... (no pun intended <grin>) on the role of
vaginal fluids in regards to fertilization.

A woman is able to conceive anywhere between 1 and 8 days after intercourse. Ordinarily, a sperm can live for up to 3 days on it's own, but it _can_ live for up to 8 days after a 'deposit' is made. This is due to the lovely barmaids and spermulous attendants found in a woman's vaginal fluids who have been genetically designed to assist with the fertilization process, as if their future depended on it.

Should there be no gateway for the sperm to seek immediately upon entrance to the scene, the alluring barmaids who live in very small caverns in the uterus, will seek out and taunt the handsome sperm asking him up for a night cap; then plea with him to stay for a few days if it is his Will...

Lodging rules are simple: a free stay with all the goodies included, for up to 8 days then... you're out!

These bouncy bosomed barmaids feed the sperm nutrients, like beef stew, and make sure he is healthy, well rested and comfortable, offering him foot rubs and cigars and of course, fluffing his pillows diligently to make sure his stay is as accommodating as possible. All in the name of keeping him healthily satisfied and ready to go should there be a portal in the near future to surf through and continue his journey.

If the magic portal opens during his stay, he may then continue on his quest for demand; that being, the top doggie of the bunch.

---

original text not mine, but I needed something humorous to introduce this with ;)
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 bishop wrote: 

It would be nice to see a fully 'new aeonic'
organization/group/whatever. I think I commented on that difficulties, to me, in an earlier email.
pj:  I don't recall the comment...what would be the difficulties that you would see?
bishop:
Of course they are! Was there any doubt? (Cf. _Liber CCC_) This is where the connection is usually erroneously made, IMO, between O.T.O. and Thelema.
O.T.O. is *a* temporal bastion for the Law, not the source of the Law. This is especially critical in remembering when one discusses things like we are in this thread. The formulas of the Order are not 'thelemic' _per se_. They not only pre-date the Law, but they are merely glossed with a 'thelemic' coating of scarlet paint.
pj:  While it is informative for me to realize that the order does not claim its formulae to be new aeonic or Thelemic per se, the order described by Crowley is said to be under the aegis of the A.'.A.'., which would not hold to an old aeonic situation.  So if the order is stating this as such, it's stating its breaking away from this aegis.  Which was more believable before they started putting out their Equinox that even breaks w/A.'.A.'. tradition in giving the volume a number of 'Silence' and smiting Vol. V by Motta as yet they now suddenly claim they are of Motta lineage...and of course smiting Eales Vol. VII.  All of this is blatantly disrespectful.  Further, in the past, they published Motta's private letters to his teacher, just to defame a brother; again, quite ignoble and disrespectful.  Yet, now they are stating that they even hold onto three lineages of the A.'.A.'. (Cornelius/McMurtry...lol; Seckler/Wolf; and Motta-Wasserman/Breeze/Starr, et al).  They're just trying to have it both ways...kinda like riding two different horses at the same time.
bishop:

It is good to see someone else admit when they have no support for their theories. I have had to do this for years until I was capable of starting to collect materials to support them. Sometimes intuition is all we have to start.
pj:  This is the nature of creative exploration and I daresay, inductive Gnosis.
bishop:

pj:  Here, my disagreement is in the fact that a little information can be a great danger.  The entire platform needs to be put forth and examined.
Especially considering the dubious morality of the hierarchy, they simply in my view, don't have the authority to do otherwise.
[and] 
pj: And more to the point, all the 'secrets' of the OTO are not only published within the Thelemic world.  But other traditions are also publishing the same material in a different format.

Response:
This seem, to me, to be contradictory. If there is little information, but it's all been published already, then ... anyway ... but not all information *has* been published, though it is available to those with the discipline (and travel money or good friends near the Walburg - LOL) to go after it.  And the hack copies that the UR-OTO has put out from Koenig are just that.  They have little context in which to understand them even for those with a lot of information already. It's just more misdirection and smoke screen to distract from either the pursuit of knowledge or clarity in research.
pj:  ok...you seem to misunderstand me here...other writers on sexual tantra have published everything (with perhaps the XI degree instructions) that is covered in the OTO IX (Donald Tyson comes to mind as one such author...not to mention plenty of tantric websites, et al).  Other magickal orders have stuff floating around the net and being openly discussed on elists (as we're doing here).  The OTO rituals themselves and along with all the instructions and accompanying documents are published constantly on the net with Heidrick in a wild goose-chase to try and stop it.  These are all distributed privately as well; word of mouth being pretty potent...and the UR-OTO especially is all too happy to oblige.
Yet, if you join the order as a newbie to Magick in general, they'll tell you it's all a mystery and big secret.  They'll induce you to not read your initiations in advance and stick to the game plan.  The net result is that a teenager interested in combing the net and learning about Crowley can end up knowing more than someone taking one or a few initiations in the Caliphate.  (And of course, they put out this bull that if anyone tells you they're in the A.'.A.'., they're really not as a real A.'.A.'. person wouldn't admit to such...despite what's published in the Oaths).
This is altogether part of the shall we say, 'drone-ism'.  They hold their membership in darkness, generally if they can.  And they deliberately mislead when they can.  Further, they are not in the least, following their constitution, purchasing these 'Profess Houses' and otherwise justifying the paying of dues by the general membership...Breeze is getting a real nice salary though.  And I wonder how many others (besides their copyright lawyers) are well paid?  There's a stench to all of this...so worse than being old aeonic (which in light of what the Chistist egregore actually is), we may actually have forces at work that are even more insidious than that.
bishop:

Okay. The rest of this thread from my side may be a little erratic from here on out. I have two kids today to take care of and they have decided they want to go swimming. As much as I love discussion, debate and have my head stuck up this computer's ass all the time, my child and his friend come first. Tear this one apart ;) and I promise I will get back to all this later this afternoon/evening.
pj:  Great, I'll look forward to it.
93/93
pj
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
Real fast as we are on our way out the door.

I didn't say that the Order endorsed my views. I express them because I think they are just self-evident from reading Crowley's materials on the Order structure. I dare say that it's not my fault the Order can't read. LOL! But, respectfully to the Order at least, they are trying to implement a lot under today's legal structure that requires a little creative reading of some things in order to stay legal. Not that I would do that either, but I'm not in charge.

I did misunderstand you, but I understand now and I agree with you. But I do play by the majority of the rules. I bend some to my own interpretation which allows for conversations such as we are having now. Again, I appreciate the frankness of this all.

Otherwise, I really don't have much issue with anything you have said here except for the obvious that we've already covered and I doubt we will see eye to eye on. But that's cool. Two Thelemites agreeing on everything? Absurd!! LOL! ;)

Love is the law, love under will.
bishop
www.kindredx.net 

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
> It was a great dialogue!  I hope we have many more!!!

Let me add a little more to all this. As we were at the pool, I reviewed some of my notes for the Book of Thoth and looked them up to see the original copy. Humor me, please, to post some sections here that I think are relevant to the conversation concerning the presentation of the IXº, Liber XV and the Minerval initiation ritual (though more subtlely in this last one). I am doing the copy & paste method from the online version of the Book of Thoth, so I apologize for not giving page numbers here. For those who are getting plain text, you are missing my bold type emphasis. My apologies in advance. 

From The Lovers:

The symbolism of male and female is carried on still further by the weapons of the King and Queen; he bears the Sacred Lance, and she the Holy Grail; their other hands are joined, as consenting to the Marriage. Their weapons are supported by twin children, whose positions are counterchanged; for the white child not only holds the Cup, but carries roses, while the black child, holding his father's Lance, carries also the club, an equivalent symbol. At the bottom of the whole is the result of the Marriage in primitive and pantomorphic form; it is the winged Orphic egg. This egg represents the essence of all that life which comes under this formula of male and female. It carries on the symbolism of the Serpents with which the King's robe is embroidered, and of the Bees which adorn the mantle of the Queen. The egg is grey, mingling white and black; thus it signifies the co-operation of the three Supernals of the Tree of Life.

From the Hermit:

The letter Yod is the first letter of the name Tetragrammaton, and this symbolizes the Father, who is Wisdom; he is the highest form of Mercury, and the Logos, the Creator of all worlds. Accordingly, his representative in physical life is the spermatozoon; this is why the card is called The Hermit.
The figure of the Hermit himself recalls the shape of the letter Yod, and the colour of his cloak is the colour of Binah, in whom he gestates. In his hand he holds a Lamp whose centre is the Sun, portrayed in the likeness of the Sigil of the great King of Fire (Yod is the secret Fire). It seems that he is contemplating---in a certain sense, adoring---the Orphic egg (greenish in colour) because it is conterminous with the Universe, while the snake which surrounds it is many-coloured to signify the iridescence of Mercury. For he is not only creative, but is the fluidic essence of Light, which is the life of the Universe.
This card recalls the Legend of Persephone, and herein is a dogma. Concealed within Mercury is a light which pervades all parts of the Universe equally; one of his titles is Psychopompos, the guide of the soul through the lower regions. These symbols are indicated by his Serpent Wand, which is actually growing out of the Abyss, and is the spermatozoon developed as a poison, and manifesting the foetus. Following him is Cerberus, the three-headed Hound of Hell whom he has tamed. In this Trump is shewn the entire mystery of Life in its most secret workings. Yod [triple horizontal line] Phallus [triple horizontal line] Spermatozoon [triple horizontal line] Hand [triple horizontal line] Logos [triple horizontal line] Virgin. There is perfect Identity, not merely Equivalence, of the Extremes, the Manifestation, and the Method.

From The Hanged Man:

The Atu represents the sacrifice of "a male child of perfect innocence and high intelligence"-these words were chosen with the utmost care. The meaning of his attitude has already been described, and of the fact that he is hanged from an Ankh, an equivalent of the Rosy Cross; in some early cards the gallows is a Pylon, or the branch of a Tree, by shape suggesting the letter Daleth, Venus, Love.

Yet the card in itself is essentially a glyph of Water; Mem is one of the three great Mother Letters, and its value is 40, the might of Tetragrammaton fully developed by Malkuth, the symbol of the Universe under the Demiourgos. Moreover, Water is peculiarly the Mother Letter, for both Shin and Aleph (the other two) represent masculine ideas; and, in Nature, Homo Sapiens is a marine mammal, and our intra-uterine existence is passed in the Amniotic Fluid. The legend of Noah, the Ark and the Flood, is no more than a hieratic presentation of the facts of life. It is then to Water that the Adepts have always looked for the continuation (in some sense or other) and to the prolongation and perhaps renovation of life.

The legend of the Gospels, dealing with the Greater Mysteries of the Lance and the Cup (those of the god Iacchus Iao) as superior to the Lesser Mysteries (those of the God Ion=Noah, and the N-gods in general) in which the Sword slays the god that his head may be offered on a Plate, or Disk, says: And a soldier with a spear pierced his side; and thereforth there came out blood and water. This Wine, collected by the Beloved Disciple and the Virgin-Mother, waiting beneath the Cross or Tree for that purpose, in a Cup or Chalice; this is the Holy Grail or Sangreal (Sangraal) of Monsalvat, the Mountain of Salvation. [Grail (gréal) actually means a dish: O.F. graal, greal, grasal, probably corrupted from late Latin gradale, itself a corrupt form of crater, a bowl.] This Sacrament is exalted in the Zenith in Cancer; see Atu VII.

From Art:

This card represents the Consummation of the Royal Marriage which took place in Atu VI. The black and white personages are now united in a single androgyne figure. Even the Bees and the Serpents on their robes have made an alliance. The Red Lion has become white, and increased in size and importance, while the White Eagle, similarly expanded, has become red. He has exchanged his red blood for her white gluten. (It is impossible to explain these terms to any but advanced students of alchemy.)
There is a particular interpretation of this card which is only to be understood by Initiates of the Ninth Degree of the O.T.O; for it contains a practical magical formula of such importance as to make it impossible to communicate it openly.

To sum up, the whole of this card represents the hidden content of the Egg described in Atu VI. It is the same formula, but in a more advanced stage. The original duality has been completely compensated; but after birth comes growth; after growth, puberty; and after puberty, purification.

Love is the law, love under will.
bishop
www.kindredx.net  

Hi Bishop
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Thanks for these...also in Crowley's diaries (the Amalantra working), there's the other side of the coin that I had talked about in the thread...this involves his confusion over the egg.  I have a dialogue from that in my 'Third Covenant' article...but will also post it below. 

I then asked again for a message and saw an egg in which were many many tiny convolutions of some flesh-like substance which would form something. The egg was placed in an oblong as in a picture. Around it were clouds, trees, mountains and water, called the `four elements'. A camel appeared in front of the whole picture. I next tried to find out who the king was. He looked more like Prof. Shotwell than any one else. That is, he was `simple, democratic' and very learned and fine. He was certainly not a king belonging to any kingdom limited by a country's borders, but was a king of men, or a king of the world. I asked his name and the word `Ham' appeared between the egg in the oblong and the soldiers around the king.<<i.e. King of Egypt?>> 
The king went out to one side and a wizard linked his arm in the king's as they disappeared. The wizard looked at me significantly as they left. It was a sort of look as if one would almost wink.

The wizard was standing and still held one or two sticks in his hand. He smiled and said, ``Child.'' I then saw a most beautiful naked boy 5 or 6 years old dancing and playing in the woods in front of us. T. asked how he would look dressed and when I saw him in conventional clothes he looked very uncomfortable and repressed. He looked as if he should be dressed in skins such as tigers'. To one side near the place where I made the fire was a large turtle standing up as a penguin stands. 


The wizard was very happy and satisfied looking. He sat down and reached out his hand to me and had me sit down beside him. As we watched the boy he put his left arm around me tenderly and placed my head on the left side of his chest near the shoulder. 
He said, ``It's all in the egg.'' 

Wizard looks far away from me spiritually. On shelf (Pylon) where egg is a flaming lamp appears. Over the lamp is a peculiar light. In this light there is a peculiar large-headed, particularly large-eyed small bird. Also there is some strange kind of material like drapery in folds. It is somewhat like metal made into decorative objects like ornamented mirrors etc. etc. and finally like convolutions in the egg.

I see the egg on the pylon. I ask who the egg belongs to. The wizard shows me a hen laying an egg and says ``Whose egg is this?'' I ask him what his opinion is of us. He respects T., but pays little attention to me. This part about little attention to me is false in me. I have to readjust myself back to a true attitude towards the wizard. He now shows me a mirror. I have on a travelling hat. T. in a robe in a hotel room. This means something about a home. We are to go to Egypt for the key. The key might be in center of egg when it is broken. It is a small golden key.

I see the wizard standing up. The egg is there; the child is sitting under a tree with the roots showing where the rain has washed the dirt away. The lion, the turtle and the mountain path are all there. Also the remains of the charred fire sticks where I built the first fire with the wizard. I greet the wizard. Salam Aleikum. He lifts his left hand and drops pearls or jewels from his fingers. He says ``Amaranthus.'' 
Q: ``What is the connection with Amaranthus?'' 
A: I see a ship going South, loaded with Oriental things -- teak wood . . . I see a gold-fish washed upon the shore of the sea. Amaranthus seems to mean something holy -- Holy Light. I see something about a lotus. 
Q: ``Is T. going to do any great work at the altar we are going to set up in Egypt whence we are going to find that egg?'' 
A: The wizard's function with me is to get the truth. He knows the truth for me and is a guide to me. He expects me to go to Egypt to get the egg. He expects T. to go. 
T.'s work is some great work. 

Q: ``Is it expedient to start to find the egg and when should we start?'' 
A: The egg is a work which must be done -- the great work. By doing the work we get to the key. 
Q: ``Is it the same vision as in the Virakam vision?'' 
A: ``The work must go on and there must be an altar, created in Egypt -- starting in Egypt.'' I see the Arab, the one that was at the well some time ago. He will be at one of the corners of the altar. The king is there. 
Q: ``Who is the king?'' 

A: I see growing grain and a fox among it. There are baskets of corn, an eagle, and an egg on the ground near the corn. The eagle watches the egg. 
Q: ``Who is the eagle?'' 
A: I see the path and something forming out of indefinite material like in the egg of the first vision. The eagle is in the sky on the other side of the w. I see the crock again. 21. 

Now I am wandering up the mountain path with the w. We are a little way up. He looks like an Arab, has on a white turban. I have on a brown cotton crepe dress. He is stopped and is standing in the main path while I am to one side on the beginning of a large level place on the mountain side. Some distance away and further out on the level space is a dark haired young man. Both the young man's head and my back are turned this way. The w. is almost facing this way. I see a confused sculptural group or figure on top of which there is a brilliant red four petalled flower. The ends of the petals droop down which gives it a cross-like appearance. The w. looks at me with a kind of admiration and sympathy or friendliness. An animal like a fox (really a chamois, I believe) comes from around the mountain towards me. There is a small snake at my feet. Now the place where I am standing is isolated with 20 -- 25 feet between us and the rest of the mountain. A sort of crevice is all around me. I ask the w. what it means and see ripe corn. Now I see myself with green corn in my lap preparing it for cooking. This means that I am at Nepta. A. admired me because I was climbing up seeking truth. This stopping on the way is a sort of being side tracked in what Nepta would be. That is I would stop and bask in the sunlight of sensual pleasures or emotional enjoyment of such a life. (I do not like this thought. It makes me think of what it would mean in sacrificing real work.) As I keep looking at myself on this isolated spot, I am sometimes all alone as at first, and then there are many people and many confused things all around me. A. explains that my going to E[gypt] in face of objections and obstacles is represented by my being alone. It is then that he admires me. The confused mass of things and the people around me are the remnants of illusions etc., etc., I have not yet broken clear of. I ask A. if he has a message for T. We come down from the mountain to the woods. I see a fruit packing house, a bin for tomatoes, some straw in the bin and an egg in the straw. ``T. must work for the egg.'' 

T: ``Does Egypt mean the (geographical country or the mystic expression?)'' (Asked without words.) 
A: Utter darkness appears. A man with a beast's head, something like a dog with a bird's beak for a nose. It is a hawk's head. I see a snake or scorpion. A nebula. Now there are many tiny chains at the feet of 729, coming from this nebula. Now an open door in a hut. A white cloth hangs on it. By this a tall palm, but its top is like a fir tree. A slender animal, somewhat like a calf is near A. In the air A. holds a small doll rather Japanese in appearance. This suggests Rodin's `Hand of God'. The doll has a cap on as if ready to go out. I see the egg and the eagle. The back of A.'s chair is shaped as a triangle, rather queer; almost as if the triangle were a solid. 
T. is very enraged and expresses his anger which completely destroys all communications. Later we try to ask more questions but it all seems to be of no use. 

A: Water -- bottom of water nest with eggs -- beautiful bird flies down from sky and into water and sits on eggs. Tall snow capped mountain and trains climbing around winding track to top. Fine! Fields of very fine ripe tomatoes growing . . . A horse killed . . . rushing torrents of water . . . Beautiful summer cottages -- some empty, some full . . . Beautiful water in the distance with ducks on it. A boat and hunters in it. 
A: ``I think it was magnificent. Blue bird for happiness.'' 
A[chitha] says Wizard let loose blue bird for happiness -- Bull for strength and virility. 
T: What does horse being killed mean? 
A: Sex being killed. Water = enlarged sexuality. Ducks, 
I don't know . . . Cottages -- home. 
T: Give a single pure number to symbolise the whole vision. 
A: 83. ( = The chief thing is consecration = 7 of Pantacles.) 2 of Pantacles. (Harmonised change.) 
T: Get two words, one to be a picture of doing the thing; one to be a picture of not doing it. 
A: 1. Elbaroth. (Aleph-Lamed-Beth-Resh-Ayin-Taw Tree of knowledge.) 
A: 2. Alestone. (Aleph-Lamed-Samekh-Taw-Ayin-Nun-Ayin Fear of the Lord of the Law.) 
T: Now get Tarot card for doing it and another for not doing it. 
A: 1. 7 of Cups. (Illusionary [sic] success.) 
A: 2. 8 of Pantacles. (Skill, prudence, cunning.) 
T: How does he seem about this? Does he seem insistent? 
A: ``Do with all thy might and let no man turn thee aside.'' 
T: Do what? 
A: ``What thy hand findeth to do. Work to fill the store house. Accomplish thy will.'' 
T: Get picture of store house. 
A: A busy factory. 
T: What sort of factory? 
A: Machines for printing. 
T: For printing what? 
A: Illuminated words and everyday words. 
T: Shall we all move outside limits of city to reside? 
A: 74. (Apparently means yes but Arcteon does not think so.) 
A: 7 of Wands. (Lord of valour, means not a bad plan, but very hard to manage it.) 
T: Hebrew letter. 
A: Daleth. 

A: ``Geburah.'' 
T: ``Geburah applied to what?'' 
A: ``The egg. The egg is resting on the point of mountain tops, very sharp. Water around, lotus flowers on it.'' 
T: ``Egg is symbol of some new knowledge, isn't it?'' 
A: `` Gimel. Lamed. '' ( = spring, fountain.) 
T: ``What does that mean?'' 
A: ``I don't know; followed symbol of mountain and lotus flower.'' 
T: ``How are we to break open the egg?'' 
A: ``In plain language it means Thou art to go this Way.'' 
T: ``That isn't plain language. How are we to get this new knowledge?'' 
A: ``Don't ask questions too fast. Sow the wild oats; go into the ( . . . ) into the Mother . . . (T[herion]: You bet, you bet.) (A[rcteon]: I think you're both getting off the trolly.) . . . to be born again.'' 
T: ``What about the Mass of the Holy Ghost?'' 
A: ``That hasn't anything to do with it. You've shattered everything. I'll have to establish connection all over again. Going into the Mother to be born again, you get a New Life and then the Earth is covered with wonderful flowers, and bees come to the flowers to get honey to store, and the honey is stored elixir. I see a hill very steep. (I think ( . . . ) is played out.) Mother standing ( . . . ) down washing child. I don't know if she's to save it or go after it or what. Lotus flower on water again.'' 
Arcteon: ``How does this apply to breaking open the egg?'' 
A: ``No . . . the egg is in the lotus flower. Daleth. Resh. Gimel.'' (207 = the open clear light of day = walled, fenced.) 
T: ``What is the allusion? With what object should we next perform the Rite of the Mass of the H[oly] G[host]?'' 
A: ( . . . ) (Interpreted by T. as `A fullness of Love'.) (No he says. No.) 
T: ``Ask for another interpretation of that object.'' 

What has not survived from the record of the Amalantra Working is the portions that deal with another Nephilitic contact known as Lam.  Kenneth Grant remarks in Cults of the Shadow that Lam may be either a god or an extra-terrestrial intelligence.  He goes on further to say about the portrait of Lam (which is the only surviving part of the record dealing with Lam):

It may be a portrait of Aiwass in one of the several guises in which he appeared to Crowley, or it may be a portrayal of the elemental dwarf-soul typified by the Phallus; or the head of the spermatozoon which, in the symbolism of Thelema, is identified with Hadit, the inner light of every man and the instrument of his True Will.

Kenneth Grant's successor Michael Staley also attributes Lam to the 'Bornless One' and goes on to further elucidate this in his article Lam; the Gateway:

The Egg of Silence is typified by Lam; to embark on the Cult of Lam is therefore to evoke the Hidden God, the Holy Guarian Angel.  This is Initiation, the journey inwards which is simultaneously the journey outwards, for the microcosm and the macrocosm are not two but one.  Lam is the Gateway to Outside--those tranches of consciousness which lie beyond the bounds of what we consider to be ourselves.

Lam is the Voice of Silence, the Silence which is the extra-terrestrial continuum of consciousness of which manifestation is a facet.

And he goes on to show that while Lam is equal to 71, so also does the Hebrew word ALM; which means silent.  Silence of course, is Hoor-paar-kraat; the 'Babe in the Egg.  Note that Amalantra frequently indicates a young boy in the Egg vision.

And so finally we should ask, do we have a Third Testament?  Or have we embarked on a speculative folly; being victimized by Choronzon?  Choronzon is the Guardian of the Abyss and the epitome of disharmony and confusion.  The Abyss itself is filled with all possible forms and aggregates; each coalescing chaotically to briefly establish their own temporal individuality.  This sounds like the creative process.  And by creating, we act like the Gods that we are.

"And he said:  Behold Adam is become as one of us, knowing good and evil:  now, therefore, lest perhaps he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever.  And the Lord God sent him out of the paradise of pleasure, to till the earth from which he was taken.  And he cast out Adam; and placed before this paradise of pleasure Cherubims, and a flaming sword, turning every way, to keep the way of the tree of life."  Genesis III.22-24
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Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

From what is quoted, and I will reread it tomorrow when I have more time to do more than speed read this, I don't see that this is the "other side of the coin." Actually, I see that it continues the same thinking by which Crowley was influenced throughout his career and especially in his interpretations of the upper degrees of O.T.O. It is to be realized that 'egg,' to Crowley, was not the ova. Knight Payne (one of the major influences on this paradigm) has a lot to say about this, but I am unfortunate enough to not have any of his books and rely on what is sent to me for his work. While I would agree with your statement about Crowley's confusion, I think that his confusion was more a matter of paradigm than reality. He subscribed wholely to this paradigm and felt that it worked. But I also think he understood basic biology, which had already understood the reality of conception, and was merely overlooking it in favor of the paradigm. Just because we can see a larger picture 1) doesn't invalidate the magick of the paradigm and 2) only shows that we are capable of moving past Crowley to a more enlightened sexual magick. But these two are not mutually exclusive. We work limited paradigmatic magick all the time without a second thought. I don't see that this will change anything in the future. There is something to be said about working with a limited paradigm at times, or switching paradigms based on circumstances. 

Love is the law, love under will.
bishop
www.kindredx.net  

Hi Bishop
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I see a variety of things in here that I think Crowley was yet trying to understand.  For example, the Eagle is both a constellation in the sky and an Alchemical symbol.  As well, it is the principal symbol of three great empires (Egypt, Rome and the U.S.).  This speaks volumes in considering the Starry Gnosis, which Crowley hints at quite eloquently in his 'Book of Thoth'.  But I feel that he was yet having difficulty in comprehending it all...perhaps because he didn't devote the time to it. 

The Golden Dawn seemed to put some time into this as they were fascinated by the Zodiac of Denderah (sp?).  In this, the sky itself was the egg.  This seems to hold a fascinating key for the serious study of Alchemical symbolism.  And in such study, one learns of the multi-faceted nature of symbols that I think you're alluding to when you say that there's something to be said for using different paradigms in different situations. 

And yes, we do need to take our present understanding of biology and use that to further the development of our Scientific Illuminism.  Indeed, all of our sciences, from particle physics to astronomy contribute greatly towards the furthering of our insight into the 

skeletal frame that Crowley set up.  We need to understand that Crowley merely touched the surface of a great many things and only a few have come along so far to develop some of the individual bones (sotospeak). 

This idea that Crowley was/is the 'be all and end all' of Thelemic research is an absolutist position that defies common sense.  Motta, Grant, Fortune, Achad and Russell have each provided more pieces of the puzzle.  Their insights where appropriate, should be integrated and we should yet be exploring new territory beyond their work. 
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