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The Shekhina stands out as the principle teaching of the Zohar; there's no reference to it in the Sefer Yetzirah.  It seems to me that these are the two principle theoretical documents of the Qabalah and it would probably be a good idea to classify the more than several other documents that are connected to this subject.  (For a general listing of these documents, cf. the GCL Curriculum page.)
More than the life-force as I've described in previous posts on the Theosophical Zohar, the Shekinah also seems to be some sort of spiritual zeitgeist.  As such, when a lodge or even a society can put together a holy bond, there's an energy that comes between them and amongst them; not too disimilar from the idea of a shakti-pat, synergy or more accurately an egregore in Thelemic parlance.
 
REMARKS ON THE SCHEKINA.
Said Rabbi Abba: "It is written, 'But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord' (John I. 3). Woe unto him who thinks to hide himself from the Holy One, of whom it is said, 'Can anyone hide himself in secret places, that I shall not see him; do I hot fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord' (Jer. XXIII. 24). Knowing this, how came Jonah to flee and go down to Tarshish thinking he could hide from the All-seeing? The explanation lies in the esoteric meaning of the words, 'My dove (Ionathi) is in the clefts of the rock, in the secret receptacles on the stairs' (Cant. II. 14). 'My dove' here signifies the congregation of Israel; 'in the clefts of the rock' refers to Jerusalem, elevated above all parts of the world as a rock is above the plain; 'in the secret recesses on the stairs' denote that part of the temple called the Holy of Holies, the heart or center of the world; for there is the Schekina concealed from view like a faithful and virtuous wife who never quits the abode of her husband, as it is written, 'Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine in the recesses of thy house' (Ps. CXXVIII. 3) .
The Holy of Holies is of course, the Ark of the Covenant; said by some to be an electric conductor.  But more than a conductor, it becomes a focal point for a magickal society that was the early Hebrews and probably long before they became Jews.  Whoever were these venerable beings, they seemed to know also to protect this powerful talisman from the society at-large, which is why it was stored in the adytum of the temple and available only to those priests that were thoroughly purified before entering.  The symbolism of this Ark being carried through the desert seems also to draw a parallel with the spirit across the Abyss.
It is interesting also that the symbol of the Dove is employed in the text; if only because as a Dove the Holy Spirit (Shekinah) descends upon the Apostles in the New Testament.  And we could also draw a lot from the symbolism of the Dove impregnating the Virgin as well.  Here the life-force of a people is invested in the production of a child and we could speculate on the secret of the Magickal or Golden Childe.
 
"Such was the congregation of Israel when living happy and blessed in the Holy Land with the Schekina in their midst. After her captivity and exile, the Holy Spirit departed and took up its residence amongst other nations and peoples who abound in plenty and peace. Observe, at the time Jonah dwelt in the Holy Land, everything went right, right worship and service prevailed throughout and thus Israel was the only people in the world that could cause the earth to be blessed and fruitful, owing to the divine presence in their midst. For this reason idolatrous nations dared not attack Israel and were unable to gain domination over it as at present, because all the world received through Israel their needful supplies of food and sustenance.
By inference, we can draw out the idea that this life-force as an egregore belongs to a group or congregation (society) and that it is that which sustains life; symbolized by "food and sustenance."  But this egregore cannot be held, should the society or group devolve from its stature, which is why Magickal Integrity is always the first and primary instruction.  This is declared over and over again in the Zohar with its constant admonitions to remain sinless before the Lord.
 
"If it be objected that kings ruled and dominated Israel up to the destruction of the first temple, note that during its existence and as long as Israel polluted not the Holy Land, other nations had no power over it. When, however, by their sins and idolatrous practices, they drove away the Schekina, thus compelling it to seek another residence, they lost their protection and shield against foreign nations who were thus able to conquer and subdue them, through their foolish offering and burning of incense to other strange gods. 
The idolatrous practices seems to me to be the anthropomorphication of the Godhead, which is why the Jews still have not regained the Shekinah; though they don't see the nature of their error.  By reading the constant references to remain sinless before the Lord in its denotative sense, the Lord becomes reduced to this androdyne that it is not.  But in the connotative interpretation, the symbolism speaks with greater strength.  Motta made similar comments, but in his usual turgent and controversial manner; coming off more as an anti-semite and failing to communicate the real meaning of his message (cf. Ever Speaks).
 
Whilst Israel dwelt in the Holy Land and was faithful and true in its worship of the Holy One, the Schekina as a virtuous woman, in her own house remained with them and never left them and was the great inspirer of all the distinguished prophets who lived during the existence of the first temple. Jonah fled out of the Holy Land because he had not become endowed with the gift of prophecy and therefore was unwilling to become a servant and messenger of the Holy One. If it be said that the Schekina manifested itself to Israel when in Babylon, which is far away from the Holy Land, our reply is, the Scripture states, 'The word of the Lord came expressly (hayo, haya) with Ezeckiel the priest, son of Ruzi in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar' (Ez. I. 3). By the repetition here of the word haya (was) is indicated that from the time that the temple was erected in Jerusalem, the word of the Lord or the Schekina did not manifest itself elsewhere save in the Holy of Holies. 'By the river Chebar,' it is intended to convey that it had previously appeared in that locality before the building of the temple, as it is written, 'And a river went out of Eden to water the garden and from thence it was parted and became into four heads, one of which was the river Chebar,' by which the Schekina occasionally appeared there, but only in times of Israel's need and distress. Therefore it was that Jonah fled out of the Holy Land to avoid its manifestation to himself; and the sailors, we are informed, knew this, for he had told them.
In connecting with this egregore, true prophecy (that which concerns humanity as a whole) becomes feasible.  This is why the prophets must be composed of holy integrity and not the materialistic schemers we see today (Ramtha, et al).  And it is why a society such as the A.'.A.'. must work completely outside the materialistic schematic that uses money for its life-blood.  The idea of employing the Shekinah in any way that involves money is corruptive and idolotrous.
 
"Observe that as the Schekina appears only at a time when it is needed, and in a suitable place, so it manifests itself only to persons qualified by some special or peculiar gift to receive its communications. From the moment the desire arose in the heart of Lot to return to his former worldly state of living, the Holy Spirit departed from Abraham, but immediately returned to him when Lot had separated and betaken himself from his intercourse with Abraham, and thus it is written, 'The Lord said unto Abraham after Lot had separated from him . . ." Observe when Abraham learned of Lot's apostasy in the faith and worship of the Holy One, he greatly feared, and said to himself, is it because of my intercourse and relation with Lot that the divine life and light within me has become bedimmed and obscured? After the separation of the two kinsmen had occurred it is stated, 'God said to Abraham: Lift up now thine eyes and look for the place where thou now art.' These words meaning that by separation from Lot he had returned to his former state of spiritual illumination and inward assurance of the actuality and certainty of the divine presence with him, and therefore the Lord further added, 'Northward and southward, eastward and westward,' referring to his previous journeyings, and then gave him to understand that he would be a shield unto him and that his presence henceforth should always abide with him, and added further, 'All the land that thou seest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed forever.' The words, 'which thou seest,' in their esoteric meaning, refer to the higher degrees of the divine life that had been manifested unto him, when, as it is stated, 'He built an altar unto the Lord who appeared unto him.' This degree includes and is the synthesis of all other degrees and therefore it was said unto him, 'all the land which thou seest.'
Interestingly enough, Crowley showed all the talents and dispositions that allowed the Shekinah to speak through him; hence the amazing prophecies that are the Holy Books of Thelema.  Though in this modern era, the Yellow Press has also focused on and distorted his humanity for their own propagandistic ends.  But then are not these Christists quite idolotrous?
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