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I thought I would comment on some things I saw in this article
 as all such propaganda as this can be quite insideous.
 

2012 Update - Holy Objects
When we think of traditional teachings we often think of the teacher that imparts the teaching, the teachings themselves, and our fellow students. As mentioned in Kabbalah for Health and Wellness, in Freemasonry and similar esoteric movements, this is seen in the person the Master, the Volume of the Sacred Law, and the Lodge (or members of the body) itself.  
Mark Stavish can be quite the Alchemist on a certain, outer level.  But he is professionally, both a psychologist and a published author.  He has sold his voice (his Logos) as he believes strongly that spirituality should be for sale.  The A.'.A.'. of course, argues with that.  Of course, it's not counter to our ideals that one chooses to publish and can make a career of this.  But even here, if your teachings become modified to enhance your marketability, you're then on shaky ground, spiritually.
 

In Buddhism these ideas are present at the beginning of every practice session when the student takes refuge, or recites the Refuge Prayer, wherein they state, that until they achieve perfect enlightenment, they take shelter in the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha. This of course has several levels of meaning, the most basic being, the enlightened mind as present in the historical person of Shakyamuni, the teachings he presented, and the body of practitioners who follow them. On a deeper level it is also the mind of Illumination as a whole, all teachings, or experiences we have in life that open us up to our inner light, and ‘the community of saints’ or holy beings that aid us in our journey.  Traditionally, these Three Objects of Refuge are regarded as being of primary importance, for without them, our own advancement on the path would be nearly impossible.  In fact, the role of the teacher in particular was seen as being of exceptional importance, for even if the Enlightened Mind exists, even if it took perfect expression in bodily form in the form of Buddha, or even Jesus Christ, even if they gave perfect teachings to those in their immediate environment, all of this would be worthless if it were not for the living teacher that passes on the tools and vibration of an awakened mind. 
From the Thelemic perspective, this is as strong a form of religious and spiritual enslavement that one could drum up in this Aeon of Horus.  First and foremost in being offensive is the sentence I highlighted in red.  Your own advancement is "nearly impossible" if you don't connect with a guru?  Does he really believe that the individual has no power over him or herself?  Or is that the message to get out to keep the gurus in business?
AL III.17:  "Fear not at all; fear neither men nor Fates, nor gods, nor anything.  Money fear not, nor laughter of the folk folly, nor any other power in heaven or upon the earth or under the earth.  Nu is your refuge as Hadit your light; and I am the strength, force, vigour, of your arms."
Liber AL teaches us that "Nu is your refuge..."  In other words, the world is your oyster...sotospeak.  There is nothing to fear in the world, and you should draw inspiration from yourself; Hadit being your light.  Nu and Hadit are not personal gurus or gods, but the the world and each ourselves; respectively.  Ra-Hoor-Khuit is then, the inertia of the Universe.  Every enlightened being is a product of his or her own effort; every guru has not failed in his or her attempt to enslave people because of this.
The Refuge Prayer is made even more subtle by having inner and secret levels, wherein the student recognizes that they are going for protection (from their own confused and obscured thoughts) and guidance in the actual person of the teacher (guru), the meditational deity that represents their ideal (yidam), and the naked force of awakening itself (dakini).  Later this is taken even deeper into the actual psychic channels, energies, and seeds within the physical body of the adept.
There is really no difference here between this prayer and Christian prayer, where one petitions the Lord for boons and perks in this life; "Dear God, please send me three French whores, a new car; shoot my boss and my wife, and I promise I'll burn incense and make sacrifice on your altar."  It's the same peasant crap that has been the "opiate of the masses" for many years.
As an expression of their devotion to these ideals, not only were the Three Objects of Refuge venerated, but additional Holy Objects were created and displayed. Many of these objects are similar to what we find in Western religious practices, and is generally believed that they share a common source in Central Asian and Middle Eastern antiquity. Others of course are unique cultural expressions.  Regardless, the importance of Holy Objects while still maintained in the East has virtually disappeared in the West, and in truth, is completely absent from most forms of contemporary Western esotericism beyond a few expressions seen on private altars or in the wearing of talismans.
Our friend couldn't be more wrong here; holy relics have been created by many Christist lines throughout Christianity's 1500 year reign.  And these symbols have consistently shown that one should seek to suffer pain and torture by persecuting authorities, as the means to attainment.  Then there are the objects of the chalice and patten, which again, for them, commemorate a most horrific torture.  The cross is an ancient symbol of light that has since been perverted and confused in its nature.  And I could go on and on.
A clear demonstration of how this shift in attitude effects other areas of practice is in how we view our teachers in modern society. While this point has been examined several times in this column, we will say for newer readers, in short, that too often we view our spiritual teachers with little more regards than as being ‘an interesting friend’ and not someone who can help us on our Path, and as such, with whom we have a special relationship too as well as debt.  While discrimination is required on the path, and in particular in whom we place our trust as a ‘true friend and guide’ at some point, we must accept assistance from others and the fullness of what that means. 
No! No! No! and thrice more, No!  As Saladin asks the Candidate in Crowley's Minerval initiation for his O.T.O.:
In all cases of difficulty and danger, in whom do you put your trust?
The candidate then answers:
C.: In myself.
There is also the notion of Holy Scripture, or teachings, that is radically absent from many movements. While there are lectures, lessons, monographs, and various teaching tools, the idea of there being a book or books, that are sacred as being a revealed and deeply inspired expression of an enlightened mind is rare. Even when various printed lessons are treated with exceptional reverence, almost superstitious in some instances, explanatory texts are not the same as a root text. A perfect example of this is the often stated fact that of the many Rosicrucian groups that exist, few of them make any extended study or use of the Fama, Confessio or Alchemical Wedding outside of what can be found in academic circles. In many instances, it is from these very external sources that they derived their ‘secret teachings’. Exceptions to this of course are some qabalistic writings, alchemical manuscripts, and even some of the writings of Aleister Crowley. However, note how even these few books or manuscripts are often produced or treated. They are placed on the ground, other books, coffee cups and things are stacked upon them.  They are neither treated as special nor produced in a manner that states their value as indispensable tools for the Work.
On the one hand, I have some affinity for Mark's comments here.  Our holy books and manuscripts should be treated with reverence.  Though most people who would mistreat these books aren't necessarily serious spiritual practitioners, but usually voyeurs pursuing some glamour or curiosity.  Very few people in the world today are really serious about the work; no matter the tradition.  Though there's something more valuable than the revered books; and that's the enlightenment that is independent of books, though it requires both our intelligence and our intuition.  Being 'of the book' does not make one 'of the spirit' and is usually an impediment, ala the 'armchair mage.'
But what I do dislike is the very Roman Catholic notion of not allowing a holy book to touch the ground.  The ground is not the home of Hades, Hell or the Fallen Lucifer.  The Earth is holy (the body of Our Lady) and not the reign of the 'Author of Evil.'  Caring for a book is a marvellous thing, I'm a bit of a bookworm myself.  But when the book takes such a prominence, there's a big taboo that its upholding.
The idea of Holy Objects is not however limited to those things immediately effecting us – the teacher, teachings and fellow practitioners – but also includes representations of the teachings in graphic and three dimensional form.  The most obvious example of this is the temple, both individual and collective, wherein the causes and conditions for individual and collective illumination (on the small scale) are brought together.  The role of the individual temple is clear, but the role of the collective temple, again, is something lost on most practitioners who have grown up believing that not only is group work optional, but why do they need it when everything is delivered right into their mailbox, virtual or real, anyhow? This emphasis on one’s one realization is in many ways the ultimate form of selfishness and an obstacle to the very thing that is sought. Paying our dues, paying the price tag of a book, or seminar fee is minimum that is required, and no one ever got Illumination by doing the minimum. At some point they had to serve, make space for others in their heart, make room for them in their life, and recognize their debt to all who went before them, and make provisions so that there will be someone who comes after them to continue the Work.
What?!  Paying a seminar fee is the "minimum that is required" for ... spiritual growth?  Oh yeah, the guru requires living expenses to make this his full-time career...and you HAVE to pay for it.  OUCH!!!  This is surely enslavement and not liberty at all.  The only libery is in self-reliance; the only refuge is in Nu...the only trust I place is in MYSELF.  You would do well to do the same (but if you decide to trust me, mail me a BIG CHECK)...lol.
In the Orient this was and still is done in part through supporting individual teachers, practitioners, temples and monasteries. It is also done by creating an environment that is constantly reminding oneself and others of the teachings – through places of pilgrimage, writing passages where others will see them, placing images of divinities where they will be seen, and even where they will not be seen, but exhibit a psychic effect on the environment.   
Yes, places like the former Tibet...ultimately ran out of volunteers and began pulling children away from their parents to make monks (the child never getting control over his life) and then, with the violent force of the Dalai Lama's government, taxed the people heavily to support their oligarchy.
Daily life is difficult. A lot of effort and constant attention to our own thoughts is required to be virtuous moment by moment. With the veneration, creation, or sustaining of Holy Objects this however is not the case.  The effort involved is an act of both purification and worship. Our mind becomes calmer, more focused, radiant and the subtle seeds of negativity are gradually reduced as we display in the world before us the inner light and wisdom that exists in the world within us.  We bring into form our highest ideals and in turn, are made whole by them – the wheel is completed. Just by their existence, we are slowly transformed.
Oh, I see...attainment made easy...just purchase this magickal Holy Object.  Guess what Mark's got for sale...come and get 'em...buy, buy, buy; spend, spend, spend; charge it, charge it, charge it.  He's got books and those seminars that you must buy (batteries and plane ticket not included).
Herein lies that task before each of us: as the year comes to a close, we must ask ourselves, what direction are we going in for the upcoming year? How do we view our spiritual teachers, the teachings they have given us, and our fellow students?  What can we do to repair or strengthen our relationship with all three of them? How can we make a meaningful, lasting, and meaningful impact on the health and wellness of modern Western spirituality, and not as a one shot deal, but as a change in attitude, action, and life?  What can we create, build, and sustain in the real World of Action that will act as a beacon to ourselves and others on the Path?
How about instead of worrying about all these outer things, you just focus on the Hermetic Axiom: 'Know thyself'.
As has been said many times in this column, we are transformed by our own efforts, we help others, and are helped by them, but it is by our efforts that the Work is accomplished.  By placing service to others before ourselves and directing our innate need to create and do meaningful work in a manner wherein its effects are expanded beyond our own limited, self Illumination, we accomplish the Great Work for ourselves, and lay a foundation for others to follow for generations to come. 
Buy placing service to others before ourselves, we accomplish the Great Work for ourselves...you mean, we don't have to do the work because we've done so much to help others...oh yes, Christianity: APO PANTOS KAKADAEMONOS!
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Visceral annoyance compels me to jump in here regarding the following: 
 

Traditionally, these Three Objects of Refuge are regarded as being of primary importance, for without them, our own advancement on the path would be nearly impossible.  
 

PJ, I totally agree with your comment: "Does he really believe that the individual has no power over him or herself?  Or is that the message to get out to keep the gurus in business?"
 

I've been down the guru path - or at least,  I've danced along the edge of it. In my experience, it's nonsense at best and often, very dangerous. It saps your will and makes you dependent on questionable people. Years ago, and after I was no longer associated with anything like that, Van Morrison came out with an album entitled "No Guru, No Teacher, No Message" ... those words still speak to me and my hackles still rise whenever I read anything like what has been highlighted here in red and the rest of the paragraph that follows it.
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Per the Founding Fathers of the America, "Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely."  You give a guru this sort of power over your life and you will become their slave.  Indeed, the guru becomes decadent over time with all the adulation and ultimately the culture has given such gurus, oligarchical status.  All of this is counter to any concept of liberty.  And as far as I know, Thelema is the only philosophical system that lists liberty as one of its main tenets.
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Traditionally, these Three Objects of Refuge are regarded as being of primary importance, for without them, our own advancement on the path would be nearly impossible.  In fact, the role of the teacher in particular was seen as being of exceptional importance, for even if the Enlightened Mind exists, even if it took perfect expression in bodily form in the form of Buddha, or even Jesus Christ, even if they gave perfect teachings to those in their immediate environment, all of this would be worthless if it were not for the living teacher that passes on the tools and vibration of an awakened mind. 

From the Thelemic perspective, this is as strong a form of religious and spiritual enslavement that one could drum up in this Aeon of Horus.  First and foremost in being offensive is the sentence I highlighted in red.  Your own advancement is "nearly impossible" if you don't connect with a guru?  Does he really believe that the individual has no power over him or herself?  Or is that the message to get out to keep the gurus in business?

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
Hello,

It is only "seems" but never actually is impossible. No matter how dark things have been in history, or how difficult things are now, for every action their is a reaction and nothing can truly stop the Macrocosmic Will. The only time great teachers arrive is when they are needed. The only time great leaders arrive is when they are needed. If there was no need, then no one would listen, no one would follow. 

A guru doesn't need to be a physical person, the record of teachings (in the form of books) has in fact been for many their "guru", and without which, advancement could neigh seem impossible. (We must be on guard and always vigilant about protecting our freedoms and this literature, we don't want another middle ages.) 

In this post-Crowlean age, while we still have access to his teachings, the burden is squarely on our shoulders. We each of us bear the responsibility for our own advancement, and we have no one else to blame and no one else to congratulate, but our selves. We have finally grown up, we are learning to learn on our own.

Jim
Love is the law, love under will.
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Oh yes, absolutely - and more than that, the person who gives over their power to the guru becomes happy to be a slave. (I speak fomr several years of observation) As you say, this is totally contrary to any concept of liberty - and doesn't do much for the pursuit of real happiness either!
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It is only "seems" but never actually is impossible. No matter how dark things have been in history, or how difficult things are now, for every action their is a reaction and nothing can truly stop the Macrocosmic Will. The only time great teachers arrive is when they are needed. The only time great leaders arrive is when they are needed. If there was no need, then no one would listen, no one would follow. 

Is this actually so?  It seems to me that teachers and leaders are made by circumstances; not necessarily great men who yet, then rise to the occaission as circumstances dictate.
AL I.50:  "There is a word to say about the Hierophantic task.  Behold!  there are three ordeals in one, and it may be given in three ways.  The gross must pass through fire; let the fine be tried in intellect, and the lofty chosen ones in the highest.  Thus ye have star & star, system & system; let not one know well the other!"

A guru doesn't need to be a physical person, the record of teachings (in the form of books) has in fact been for many their "guru", and without which, advancement could neigh seem impossible. (We must be on guard and always vigilant about protecting our freedoms and this literature, we don't want another middle ages.) 

I would say that there's a bit of a blurring of terms here; a book can't be a guru as it can't necessarily respond to the specific needs of any individual...unless you consider bibliomancy to have some potency.  Rather, I would like to differentiate between the guru and the teacher.  A teacher becomes a midwife sotospeak; a facilitator for the individual.  This can make anyone a teacher; an inadvertent meeting with a stranger on a street corner or on a line waiting for a cashier in a supermarket...and then of course, someone who specifically takes on the title to help a student find his or her way into the A.'.A.'. system of Magick.  Such a teacher should affirm to the student that he or she is just a little ways further down the path to self than the other.  And through shared experience, each fights with oneself as they support the struggle of the other.
AL III.59:  "As brothers fight ye!"

In this post-Crowlean age, while we still have access to his teachings, the burden is squarely on our shoulders. We each of us bear the responsibility for our own advancement, and we have no one else to blame and no one else to congratulate, but our selves. We have finally grown up, we are learning to learn on our own.
This last sentence is a gem...for those of US who have come to understand their kingly nature.  Still for many others, they remain slaves.
AL II.58:  "Yea!  deem not of change: ye shall be as ye are, & not other.  Therefore the kings of the earth shall be Kings for ever: the slaves shall serve.  There is none that shall be cast down or lifted up: all is ever as it was.  Yet there are masked ones my servants: it may be that yonder beggar is a King.  A King may choose his garment as he will: there is no certain test: but a beggar cannot hide his poverty."
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Agreed on all points.

Jim
Love is the law, love under will.
� Written by Mark Stavish; his VoxHermes topical newsletter.





