Hi All,
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I want to discuss a few ideas in this message that I sent to you yesterday, from VoxHermes.  In Mark Stavish' article, 2012 Update – The Meaning of History, we read:
 

The notion that history or human experience has purpose is critical in understanding the assumptions that rule many in New Age and contemporary spiritual circles, as it implies or specifically states that there is some kind of hidden purpose, agenda, or goal behind the collective, and by deduction, individual human experience. 
This idea of 'purpose' is most clearly understood when we look at either others or ourselves and ask the questions: What is my purpose? Why am I here? What is my mission? The last of these most clearly underlines the dilemma, as it implies that there is something outside of us that wants us to do a certain action or set of actions and we need to figure it out and accomplish the mission like some kind of cosmic secret agent. 

As Mr. Stavish goes on to assert, "life and history have no meaning or purpose outside of what we as individuals and societies give it."  And to take this yet deeper, life simply IS; we might find some synchronicity in noting that "is," signifying life can be found twice in the name of the Goddess of Life: ISIS (who invites Christian Rosencreutz to the Chemical Wedding; a phrase that might be a pun), who holds the Ankh, which translates as 'life'.  Perhaps some etymologist can correct me if I'm reading too much into this.

To take this to a simpler analogy, life is not in our work alone, but in our leisure and it is precisely our leisure that produces culture; both each our individual cultures, about ourselves and our homes, as well as the larger social culture.  But to catch that "IS", notice that Christian Rosencreutz is sitting and wiling away the time at his kitchen table (isn't life really lived in our kitchens, by the back door on lazy evenings?).  From this our arts and our gaming flourish from that passion that quietly resides in us, both individually and collectively. Is that not when we're most alive; most completely human?

 

To keep this post from being long and philosophical, let's get to the point and say emphatically, life and history have no meaning or purpose outside of what we as individuals and societies give it. There are no secret chiefs or ascended masters handing out assignments that are locked away in our subconscious waiting to be sprung into action like sleeper agents. Life is a summation of causes and results, of karma, and nothing more. What we learn from these experiences is completely up to us as individuals.
If it were any other way, and there were some creator god out there directing things, then we would be faced with the dilemma that some people are special and chosen, while others are not, and that as they say is that. Given the history of those chosen by God to undertake a humanitarian mission on Terra Firma, it is safe to say that it is better to be left out of that pool of candidates. 


In the above passage from Mr. Stavish, I can see some Thelemites and even others, such as Golden Dawn types and Theosophists, balking when Mark asserts: "There are no secret chiefs or ascended masters handing out assignments."  His further assertion that such belief structures produce the erroneously dangerous idea that a certain group of people are especially chosen from amongst the 'elect' in some giant master plan.  This idea can only come about in a superstitious culture where divinity has become anthropomorphosized.

But then, what of our assertion of the Secret Chiefs in Thelemic doctrine?  Jung wrote that one of the major synchronicities along the mystical path is these mysterious contacts and Crowley states that these contacts lead to new Gnosis.  And I wholeheartedly agree; based upon my own experience and not through the lens of some superstitious belief structure.  But then I am unconcerned with the possible or impossible idea of the corporeality of such Secret Chiefs.  Nor do I see anything but a dual cycle of evolutionary and involutionary forces in simultaneous or synchronous motion.

Through such contacts, a greater sophistication manifests in our culture and brought to a consistently greater sublimity.  Whatever those forces in the human psyche and within whatever greater Aethyr these forces are coalesced from, we are possessed of the drive towards exultation and sanctity; amongst the many drives manifest in us.  And through this psychic lens we create the symbol of the Secret Chiefs in the larger mythos that helps us intuit our lives.  These symbols are archetypal meaning we may experience the Secret Chiefs through other peoples whom may serve as conscious or unconscious messengers of these Aethyric forces that may also communicate with us through the conditions and synchronous situations that surround us in our daily lives.

Thelemic doctrine asserts that we create our own destiny; giving us responsibility for our being and requiring of us, self-reliance.  We are not mere pawns through which some superior being manipulates the destiny of our race.  There is no greatness ahead of us, except for that greatness we bring to ourselves.  So we do not share the blind faith in some council of super nice guys as the New Agers that Mr. Stavish is criticizing.  And we should be mindful of this.
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