"Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day; teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime; give a man religion and he will die praying for a fish." 

"Religion is regarded by the common people as true, by the wise as false, and by the rulers as useful."
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Hi Cammy 
93

This is a great qoute and I liked your comments.  Of course we have to be clear about how we define religion is.  If it is defined as a system of irrational beliefs based on faith then yes it is false and a very useful falsehood.  It seems the masses will always be masses, that is quasi inert blind bodies moved about by accidental forces (by this I mean a mass moved about generally by blind impulse, seduction, propaganda, etc lacking the independent movement of conscious beings)  

Another problem with this is that even conscious people can have temporary lapses and these mases are defined by the behavior of large bodies of unconscious people, not the persons themselfs.  Certain indivuals may take turns composing this mass just as various electrons and subatomic particles can take turns making up an element undergoing the movements of electrical or nuclear processes.  
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Just some thoughts that your post stirred in this little ruach of mine,

Ryan

Hi Ryan & Cammy,
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From another perspective, religion is of course, that which we do...our everyday habits and toils, as much as the minute-to-moment relationship we have with our lives.  These rely on the construct of each, our personal philosophy as we've developed it through the several existential crises we come through in our maturation and later pscychological development.  That some choose to add to this the weight of doctrine and dogma are simply adding other layers that become either congruous or incongruous with the lifestyles we are developing; hence, the many hipocrites in the many sects of religion.  That is because usually, these doctrines contain impracticle ideals; such as the Virgin Mary setting an impossible standard for women or the perfect Jesus creating a heroism that is far stronger than most men can nor would take on.  This generates psychic dysfunction and alienation that leaves one convinced one is a sinner and "unworthy" of the mysteries.  It is the very nature of the slave consciousness.
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