Hi everyone,
93
Crowley wrote in his Oath of the Abyss,"I will interpret every phenomenon as a particular dealing of God with my soul." 
Well, what is God? What is this concept of divinity? Religionists say that it is something you can come to through "the power of faith and acceptance of the Saviour." Belief is stressed as the all-important one thing we need to achieve pure happiness, a place in the next world and a rejection of this one. 
Yet, we are taught that divinity is something humans cannot know, truly understand or achieve on its own merit or for its own sake, but by dogma. We are also taught above all, to put Jesus on a pedestal of pity as he went through hell and back just for us. Any worth of the stories of humans going through personal hells is minimized and credit is given to God. This is why it is called a "leap of faith," as there is no scientific process going from point A to point B. There is no ladder going from the bottom up.
Faith and belief are now both words that I have beef with, as there is a clear distinction between being religious and being spiritual. Let me explain why and how.
Naturally much of the world we live in has been invented or created by us humans and the power of imagination, our manners of perception and the expansion thereof (like the aperture of a camera lens). Ideas start out in the mind. Below follows the definition:
 im⋅ag⋅i⋅na⋅tion
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Use imagination in a Sentence
See web results for imagination
See images of imagination
–noun 
	1.
	the faculty of imagining, or of forming mental images or concepts of what is not actually present to the senses.


	2.
	the action or process of forming such images or concepts.


	3.
	the faculty of producing ideal creations consistent with reality, as in literature, as distinct from the power of creating illustrative or decorative imagery. Compare fancy (def. 2).


	4.
	the product of imagining; a conception or mental creation, often a baseless or fanciful one.


	5.
	ability to face and resolve difficulties; resourcefulness: a job that requires imagination. 


	6.
	Psychology. the power of reproducing images stored in the memory under the suggestion of associated images (reproductive imagination) or of recombining former experiences in the creation of new images directed at a specific goal or aiding in the solution of problems (creative imagination). 


	7.
	(in Kantian epistemology) synthesis of data from the sensory manifold into objects by means of the categories.


	8.
	Archaic. a plan, scheme, or plot.




Origin: 
1300–50; ME < L imāginātiōn- (s. of imāginātiō) fancy, equiv. to imāgināt(us) ptp. of imāginārī imagine (imāgin-, s. of imāgō image + -ātus -ate 1 ) + -iōn- -ion [image: image7.png]
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Related forms:
i⋅mag⋅i⋅na⋅tion⋅al, adjective 

Synonyms:
3. See fancy. 5. ingenuity, enterprise, thought.

According to the above meanings, God is a concept that lives in the imagination and there is no practice of reality checks. The problem here is the lack of proof, making a proponent of faith a very insecure person indeed. Liber AL chIII v42: " Success is thy proof: argue not; convert not; talk not over much!"

Along with divinity comes with the idea of soul, which is all too often assumed to be a given. By acting purely on faith, one follows irrational patterns of behavior. The individual is controlled by the phantasm which grows due to their desirous fear of any type of death or change to the self-absorbed ego (not wanting to entertain other ideas, or to challenge the strength of one's ideals). It doesn't matter if the chances of, say, one catching AIDS from hamburgers a gay couple made is nil. For that zealot, they are unaware of how to make anything worthwhile tangible and they become self-righteous in their belief (or wish) that their soul is "saved," preconceiving that they have much of a soul to begin with. This weakness is an inability to handle whatever hand life deals them and how to make do with what they have right here and now, and becomes a drain on their energy. And that means they're barely functioning and not contributing to the furtherment of mankind.

For example: let's say I don't want to conclude that 2+2=4, but I say it's 3. The cycle keeps getting more and more into the negative scale, effectively moving backwards or devolving; the going around in circles looks like what it is: zero or no real end result! Like the myth of Sisyphus pushing the boulder up the hill, only to have it come falling down again. 

Divination is a practice innately connected with divinity, by virtue of the inherent word "divine." The common meaning is " godlike character; supreme excellence."
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a few quotes:
"People are so busy looking outward towards everybody else that they stop looking inward at themselves. They forget who they are."

"The person that you ultimately have to answer to is the person you look at in the mirror every day."

"Never attribute to malice that which can be adequately explained by stupidity."
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Hi Cammy,
93
Some comments on your essay...
Yet, we are taught that divinity is something humans cannot know, truly understand or achieve on its own merit or for its own sake, but by dogma. We are also taught above all, to put Jesus on a pedestal of pity as he went through hell and back just for us. Any worth of the stories of humans going through personal hells is minimized and credit is given to God. This is why it is called a "leap of faith," as there is no scientific process going from point A to point B. There is no ladder going from the bottom up.

The A.'.A.'. clearly teaches the ineffability of the godhead.  As God itself is beyond human comprehension (ineffability), we would do well not to consider God as a personality, nor as a character who acts in the world.  Yet as you point out, the Oath of the Abyss seemingly indicates that God can act directly upon the circumstances of our lives.  But consider this, if God is this meta-archetypal being that 'translates' itself into the archetypal or primoridial man (the Adam Kadmon), then as taught in Thelemic doctrine: "There is no god but man."  And as all of history is but the collective aggregation of human thought, indeed, every moment is that thought floating about the Aethyr; with my thoughts added into it...acting upon it as it acts upon me.
–noun 
	1.
	the faculty of imagining, or of forming mental images or concepts of what is not actually present to the senses.


	2.
	the action or process of forming such images or concepts.


	3.
	the faculty of producing ideal creations consistent with reality, as in literature, as distinct from the power of creating illustrative or decorative imagery. Compare fancy (def. 2).


	4.
	the product of imagining; a conception or mental creation, often a baseless or fanciful one.


	5.
	ability to face and resolve difficulties; resourcefulness: a job that requires imagination. 


	6.
	Psychology. the power of reproducing images stored in the memory under the suggestion of associated images (reproductive imagination) or of recombining former experiences in the creation of new images directed at a specific goal or aiding in the solution of problems (creative imagination). 


	7.
	(in Kantian epistemology) synthesis of data from the sensory manifold into objects by means of the categories.


	8.
	Archaic. a plan, scheme, or plot.


In epistemological terms, Kant describes objects as apprehended by our 'intuition,' which I think is far more different than as appearing in our imagination; the latter of which would presume the world to be illusory.  Where did you get this definition from?
 

Along with divinity comes with the idea of soul, which is all too often assumed to be a given. By acting purely on faith, one follows irrational patterns of behavior. The individual is controlled by the phantasm which grows due to their desirous fear of any type of death or change to the self-absorbed ego (not wanting to entertain other ideas, or to challenge the strength of one's ideals). 
That controlling phantasm is the 'egregore' that Motta wrote about; particularly in his Letter to a Brasilian Mason.  This egregore is empowered by the "self-absorbed ego" in all its inherent narcissism.  The perfection of the soul has to do with getting past that narcissism to see the world around you as it really is; in and of itself.  This is the 'worship' of NUIT in Thelemic doctrine.
 

Divination is a practice innately connected with divinity, by virtue of the inherent word "divine." The common meaning is " godlike character; supreme excellence."
How?  Why?  Really?  ... How about: As that which is divine is beyond that that we can see, so divination looks beyond that that we can see?
93/93
pj
What I was getting at was the important of the senses and the power of reasoning in sorting through the illusions of the imagination. In order to get beyond that one needs to explore all human faculties, not reject them. From the rejection comes words like nonsense. As soon as one attributes all responsibility and credit to "God" it takes away personal power and worth of the human spirit.
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Hi Cammy,
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What you're addressing here is two things, first, the clarity of mind, which precedes the second, self-reliance and responsibility for one's own life.  Of course, when one examines the dictim: Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law, one finds that these two efforts are its support.  In other words, it's not about 'do what you want' or 'do what you like.'  And what it is about is disciplining oneself that one might evolve and become more fully human.
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Basically I respect anyone who has been through hell and managed to find their way back out through their ingenuity...not Jesus!
LOL
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Our mainstream culture has been so-dumbed down that real creativity and talent is almost unheard-of nowadays. It's really sad. I see fat, tired, angry, sick and jaded people worming around wondering where the apple of their eye is. And they get hateful towards anyone working on doing something real. Through my little essay I attempted to reconcile rationale with the power of the imagination...they seem like opposites, but can play well together. Our minds along with our thoughts and emotions can work for or against us...isolate or integrate our lives.
I like what you wrote about our thoughts in the aethyr, like the stream-of-consciousness process. As a child, I used to write and draw in the air. 
93
Cammy

I do think the aethyr, being very elastic or "plastic," reacts to us (being the sum of all human thought) as we react to it...pushes back or gives way, even, depending on what we're doing...so many dimensions and possibilities as life has. We can be either part of the landscape or an explorer of it. Interestingly, the word in Spanish for furniture is "muebles" which really means movable or personal property. "inmuebles" is movable or real (estate) property.
Liber AL chIII: 
10. Get the stele of revealing itself; set it in thy secret temple -- and that temple is already aright disposed -- & it shall be your Kiblah for ever. It shall not fade, but miraculous colour shall come back to it day after day. Close it in locked glass for a proof to the world. 
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