http://www.starwars.com/databank/character/palpatine/index.html
 

make sure you click on the expanded universe tab to read all
 

No one is quite sure how Palpatine was first introduced to the power of the dark side. He is the most powerful practitioner of the Sith ways in modern times. He studied the ancient ruins on the Sith mausoleum world of Korriban. He unlocked secrets of the Force from a captured Jedi Holocron. The dark side energies flowing through Palpatine's body were so intense, that they ravaged his mortal frame. The very source of Palpatine's strength was killing him.
To counter the dark side's consumption, Palpatine turned to a bizarre combination of technology and Sith magic. Palpatine used Spaarti cloning cylinders to create a store of younger bodies, and employed an ancient Sith technique to transfer his consciousness into a waiting clone. Thus, Palpatine could avoid death indefinitely -- as long as his supply of clones remained intact. He would change his form again and again, prolonging his life. Palpatine constructed a secret throne-world deep within the galaxy's core, on a shadowy world called Byss. Here, he kept his clones safe, protected by a loyal cadre of Dark Side Adepts. 

Although Palpatine called for the extermination of the Jedi and any Force-sensitives who could conceivably challenge him, he did keep a few loyal agents who were trained in the Force. Darth Vader was chief among them, as his primary lieutenant and Sith apprentice. Palpatine also had a string of loyal, deadly agents referred to as his "Hands." Mara Jade was foremost among these dedicated enforcers. 

At the Battle of Endor, Palpatine found himself facing death yet again. Betrayed by Vader, Palpatine's body was destroyed aboard the second Death Star. Separated from his clones, Palpatine was forced to survive in the maddening, bodiless existence of the void. Through sheer will he retained his identity, crossing the gulf of space to again take residence in his clone body. He barely survived Darth Vader's treachery. Palpatine remained sequestered at Byss while he rebuilt his strength, and his Empire.

Palpatine's rule was so absolute that his apparent death at Endor fragmented the Empire. With no obvious heir, opportunistic moffs and warlords set out to carve their own private fiefdoms where they could. Years of infighting worked to the advantage of the fledgling New Republic, who proceeded to reclaim three-fourths of the galaxy. One warlord who succeeded where imitators failed was Grand Admiral Thrawn, the only non-human to hold that rank. His cunning tactics and unerring strategies brought the Empire to the brink of victory five years after the Battle of Endor. Only a last minute betrayal spelled his defeat. 

Spurred on by Thrawn's victories, the remaining Inner Circle of Imperial warlords staged a devastating attack on Coruscant. Whereas Thrawn sought to take the capital world intact, these Imperials attacked without compunction. Much of Imperial City was laid waste by the fighting, and the New Republic was forced to evacuate. Once on the surface, the Imperials splintered yet again, and skirmishes dragged on in amongst the ruined skyscrapers. 

It was then that the resurrected Palpatine struck. Using his dark powers to invoke a Force storm of great magnitude, Palpatine swept Jedi Master Luke Skywalker to Byss. There, he revealed himself to Skywalker, and unveiled the true strength of the dark side. Faced with an immortal enemy, Skywalker did the unthinkable -- in order to defeat the dark side from within, Skywalker knelt before Palpatine, and declared himself his new apprentice. In these dark times, it seemed the Emperor had finally won.

Skywalker was too enmeshed in darkness to successfully rebel against his master. Although he sabotaged some of Palpatine's military ventures -- namely those involving immense war factories called World Devastators -- he still could do not draw himself from the pall of the dark side. It was only his sister, Leia Organa Solo, that gave him the extra strength he needed. With her presence, the two Skywalker twins were able to temporarily repulse Palpatine. 

Unabated, the Emperor continued his scourge. Armed with an incredible new superweapon, the Galaxy Gun, Palpatine forced numerous New Republic worlds to capitulate to Imperial rule. Despite his growing Empire, Palpatine was again growing frail. His clones were failing him. He needed new blood. Palpatine targeted Leia's newborn son, Anakin Solo, as the next receptacle for his dark spirit. During an attempt to possess the child, Han Solo shot the ailing Palpatine in the back. Before his soul could enter Anakin's body, Palpatine was intercepted by a newfound Jedi, Empatojayos Brand. Cut off from a host body, Palpatine's essence dissipated, to be consumed by the madness that is the dark side. After so many years of bloodshed, the Emperor was truly dead. 

Hi PJ,

93,

I saw ROTS again on Friday (couldn't help myself!). One

thing that struck me was how Anakin could still effectively

use the force as he had lost at least 40% of his body mass,

being replaced with various cybernetic appendages. If the

power of a jedi's force abilities is determined by his

midi-chlorian count, then why wasn't Anakin's capacity

diminished? If anything, from the Frankenstein's monster

scene near the end of the film, he seems much stronger.

Also, I think the prophecy of the chosen was fufilled: most

of the jedi were destroyed during the order 66 purge, and

Obi-won and Yoda were dead by ROTJ. Anakin then went on to

kill the emperor, and then died himself, so ultimately both

dualistic factions were destroyed, bringing balance in the

force.

> Although Palpatine called for the extermination of the

> Jedi and any Force-sensitives who could conceivably

> challenge him, he did keep a few loyal agents who were

> trained in the Force. Darth Vader was chief among them, as

> his primary lieutenant and Sith apprentice. Palpatine also

> had a string of loyal, deadly agents referred to as his

> "Hands." Mara Jade was foremost among these dedicated

> enforcers.

Palpatine also used the Force Awaken ability to awaken

dormant force powers in otherwise unremarkable individuals.

93/93,

Neil.

Even at 40% or 60% Anakin is still the strongest. Remember no one has a 

count as high as his per cell something like 20,000 per cell. So at his 

diminished physical status he is still extremely powerful, though Lucas says 

because of the amputations he is 20% weaker than the Emperor.

Balance is not achieved until Luke and his sister destroy the Emperor 

together in the Next three then the true Gray Man exist in Luke.

JHR3

Hi John,

93,

> Even at 40% or 60% Anakin is still the strongest. Remember

> no one has a  count as high as his per cell something like

> 20,000 per cell. So at his  diminished physical status he

> is still extremely powerful, though Lucas says  because of

> the amputations he is 20% weaker than the Emperor.

How do we reconcile this with what Palpatine says to Yoda in

ROTS, that Anakin will become stronger than either Yoda or

himself?

Also, there is a bit of a discrepancy between the films and

EU: Vader (amputations inc.) has a midi. count of 27,700,

while Palpatine has one of 20,500.

93/93,

Neil.

Neil-

> How do we reconcile this with what Palpatine says to Yoda in

> ROTS, that Anakin will become stronger than either Yoda or

> himself?

Anakin would have become stronger than both had Obi-Wan not diced and sliced 

him, the loss of his lower body and arm destroyed all of that.

>

> Also, there is a bit of a discrepancy between the films and

> EU: Vader (amputations inc.) has a midi. count of 27,700,

> while Palpatine has one of 20,500.

Did not see that will have to go back and read more carefully, Knew 

palpatine was strong, but not that strong. Would explain why he was able to 

dis Yoda with "I've ben waiting a long time for this my little green friend" 

then force lightning him, fried frog legs anyone?

Still palpatine has his whole body so this is why vader is only 80% of the 

emperor, he has more per cell, but less cells overall.

JHR3

Hi John,

93,

> 

> Anakin would have become stronger than both had Obi-Wan

> not diced and sliced  him, the loss of his lower body and

> arm destroyed all of that.

Ah, didn't think of that!

> > Also, there is a bit of a discrepancy between the films

> > and EU: Vader (amputations inc.) has a midi. count of

> > 27,700, while Palpatine has one of 20,500.

> 

> Did not see that will have to go back and read more

> carefully, Knew  palpatine was strong, but not that

> strong. Would explain why he was able to  dis Yoda with

Palpatine's 20,500 rating is with the Kyber crystal in his

lightsaber (EU, of course), and as the sword is modelled on

the bushido system, it is an extension of himself. Yoda's

own rating is 17, 700 incidentally.

> "I've ben waiting a long time for this my little green

> friend"  then force lightning him, fried frog legs anyone?

That was great! Even better was when Yoda upended him over

the desk!

> Still palpatine has his whole body so this is why vader is

> only 80% of the  emperor, he has more per cell, but less

> cells overall.

Maybe we might consider if Vader's suit has any impact on

his force powers? It certainly gives him more brute physical

strength, but in one of the books there is mention of a

force-capable droid, who has midichlorians milling about in

its lubricant. Perhaps some kind of sith technology was

integrated into his suit which allowed him to use the force

with greater ability.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil & John,

93

I say that the Emperor was correct in his prediction.  Because Darth Vader would eventually travel both sides of the Force, he will become stronger than Yoda and the Emperor.  Notice that when Luke burns Vader's armor, Anakin appears in full body; restoring it to the spiritual universe.

93/93

pj

Hi Neil & John,

93

The interesting thing is that the mitochlorians not only represent the mitochondria (again, which science is beginning to suspect, control the DNA), but that this is consciousness itself.  This is the message that Obi-wan gives to Luke in the first film.  The fighting is symbolic of this energy in action; the dance of Shiva.

And as the microcosm is a reflection of the macrocosm, so the drama in Anakin and later, Luke is played out in society at large, with the epic war and both sides of the Force being reduced to two knights.  The moral shortcomings on both sides teach us the error of Manichaeism.
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pj

Hi PJ,

93/

> I say that the Emperor was correct in his prediction. 

> Because Darth Vader would eventually travel both sides of

> the Force, he will become stronger than Yoda and the

> Emperor.  Notice that when Luke burns Vader's armor,

> Anakin appears in full body; restoring it to the spiritual

> universe. 93/93

> pj

Yes, and I think the preservation of the body in the

spiritual world is the hallmark of balance in the Force, not

a peculiar light-side power. If you take Qui-gon's behaviour

towards the jedi council (i.e. taking Anakin on as a

student, against the council's wishes), his holistic

approach to the Force, and his subsequent 'assumption', I

think it shows his freedom from Jedi/Sith dualistic bondage.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil,

93

I tend to agree, but it's interesting that on the Dark Side, the Emporer can translate consciousness and animate physical bodies.  Also, there is some contradiction in that Yoda is at an extreme on the Light Side.
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pj

Hi PJ,

93,

I tend to view the dark-side as materialistic ontologically,

which isn't exactly a awfully bad thing. The Emperor,

jumping from body to body, remains inside the limits of time

and space, and only presumably hears echos of the Force. But

it is interesting that a force 'assumed' character still

maintains his sense of self, and is not enveloped into the

StarWars pleroma. Is there really much of a difference

between the two? Teleologically, both achieve immortality,

but the Emperor has to fight to preserve his, although his

clone bodies allow him a greater degree of interaction with

the material world.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil & John,

93

I think there's even more interesting ground for discussion in all of this.  Who was Joseph Campbell?  Was he a part of any significant lineage that we know nothing of?  How did he come by all this knowledge?  Does Lucas as his student, also keep private students?  What was the nature of Campbell's instruction to Lucas?  How is it that they've come to tap into this mitochondrial knowledge?  This is certainly beyond Campbell's amalgamation of world myths.
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pj

Hi Neil,

93

Yes, very eloquently stated.  And as I stated earlier, this touches on the Hot & Cold Death ideas of Runar.  Yoda acknowledges the way of the things in the material universe as the Emperor refuses to do so.  Upon death, the Emperor is ultimately absorbed into the Force, when he can't find a vehicle in a timely manner.  He was blinded by the Dark Side (as were once the others on the Light Side.  But unfortunately, this idea then restates the Manichaean paradigm.
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pj

Hi PJ,

93,

The only thing I know for sure about Campbell is that you

never, ever want to mention him or his work to a professor

of greek. For them, he belongs to the same category as

Frazer, and Graves. And it's sad, as Campbell really adds to

Frazer's work particularly, that of the hero's journey.

But, as they say, 'those that can't, teach'. 

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil,

93

Why would a professor of Greek have a problem with Campbell?  And for that matter, with Frazer (who covered far more than Greek Mythology) and Graves (who was from what I understand of him, more tuned into Celtic Mythology)?
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pj

Hi PJ,

93,

> 

> Hi Neil,

> 93

> Why would a professor of Greek have a problem with

> Campbell?  And for that matter, with Frazer (who covered

> far more than Greek Mythology) and Graves (who was from

> what I understand of him, more tuned into Celtic

> Mythology)? 93/93

> pj

Frazer: Particularly, the notion of Sacred Kingship and a  

primeval matriarchal culture. Both these ideas were a big

issue when we discussed the Oedipus myth and Euripedes'

Medea.  

Graves: 'The White Goddess' deals with Celtic myth, but   he

wrote a two volume work, 'The Greek Myths', in which he

compiles strands of mythos and weaves them into a whole, and

tries to explain the original significance 

of the myth, rather than the later aetiological explanation.

Campbell is guilty by association as he echoes Frazer and

Graves.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil,

93

I'm a bit surprised by this.  Certianly, the matriarchy is implicit in the Oedipus cycle, though I don't recall the same in the Medea portion of this.  Forgot about Graves Greek mythological work.  But all of this falls under that reigns of scholarship and I don't see a blanket disapproval from the Greek discipline.  Rather, it's either your professor or your college in general.
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pj

> 

> Hi Neil,

> 93

> I'm a bit surprised by this.  Certianly, the matriarchy is

> implicit in the Oedipus cycle, though I don't recall the

> same in the Medea portion of this. 

Well, 1. the actions of Medea, 2. the language used to

portray Medea. 

1. She kills her children, but is absolved by the gods of

any wrong doing. Even the acting of infanticide is

significant, 'the sow who eats her young'. She acts in a

very powerful way of actually taking revenge against her

husband, rather than acquiesing to his new marriage as   any

other woman would.

2. is certainly very rich, she is described as the daughter

of Helios, and is variously likened to a bull, a lioness

etc, (solar imagery) which is rather strange for a woman.  

The way Medea is portrayed I think was the new patriarchy's

response to the echoes of matriarchy within Athenian

culture.

 >But all of this falls under that

> reigns of scholarship and I don't see a blanket

> disapproval from the Greek discipline.  

But they aren't considered scholars, you see. Frazer is is

outdated, victorian, and, even worse, an anthropologist,

while Graves is just a poet.

>Rather, it's

> either your professor or your college in general.

Well, these are Oxford & Cambridge educated men. I would

imagine their opinion would mirror that of general academic

thinking on the subject.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi PJ,

93,

I would also like to add that I, in no way, support their

opinions, but I think this reductionism is a very popular

trend, in any field today; from Egyptology to Rabelaisian

Thelema.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil,

93

Yes, I remember the Medea storyline now, thanks.  And I agree with you, it represents a patriarchal response to a matriarchy.

Though these professors are Oxford and Cambridge educated, remember, Oxford is the source for the Episcopal religion.  I'm not trying to diminish their prestige.  They've certainly earned their credentials.  But that doesn't make them correct in this case.

Per Frazer, anthropology makes a fine credential.  But I'll leave the poet (Graves) to his own devices.

93/93

pj

93

There are very many authors "blacklisted " by universities. John; my 

deacon, did study religion history but gave up, as it did hardly contain 

any history at all. The subject had evolved into a meta view upon the 

accepted sources which is known, and then it all happens to be about source 

analysis and critisism. I think its a shame it ended that way, John has a 

fantastic memory and his wide interest in these subjects is so great that I 

tap him every time I see him.

93 93

Runar

Hi Runar & Neil,

93

Yes, this is the problem inherent in educational institutions.  There is a jealous culture that holds to an ideological conservatism (so much for the Liberal Arts!).  The more intelligent and enlightened undergrad eventually discovered that there's a dues to be paid; regurgitation.  Some leeway is given at the graduate level and there's a slight chance to step outside it all at the Ph.D. level.  But even at such a height, the defense of original insight is difficult.  Institutions are naturally slow to change.  Is it really any wonder that universities often follow a culture, rather than lead it?!
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pj

Hi All,
93
Remember as you go through this outline, imagination is the key to spiritual success.  I hope others will add their insights to this and exand upon the ideas here...
 

I.  The Force = Deism = God is ALL/PAN  (The N.O.X. of PAN is Da'ath, the source of ALL forms).  Thelema takes on the Deist idea, merging it with Qabalism.  The N.O.X. is NOT (Ain Soph Aur), from which everything emerges.  To quote Crowley's 'Star-Sponge Vision,' "nothingness with twinkles."  ALL and NOT are principle themes in Thelema.
 

II. Uniting the Force (creating the Grey Man) destroys the Manichaean Heresy, which destroys Truth by pitting a false good against a false evil.  Good and Evil are 'relative' and any philosophy which says otherwise, creates 'absolutes;' no matter how good its affects.  (This of course is why the Jedi were as 'wrong' as the Sith).
 

III. 'As above, so below;' the epic nature of the film details the macroscopic while what happens internally with Anaking and later, Luke, details the microcosm.  This reflects the idea that 'the king and the land are one' as denoted in the myth of Merlin and Arthur.
 

IV. The Hot & Cold Death(s): Yoda eventually learns the secret of the Hot Death, bringing the physical body into the true dimension; the true physical dimension, reflecting the idea we've discussed of the 'Hot Death.'  Darth Sidious embodies the 'Cold Death' idea; transferring consciousness like a vampire.
 

V. The Midochlorians are Mitochondria; the life force in humanity.
 

VI. Names are puns, detailing another dimension to the information presented in the story.  Darth Sidious is a pun on the word 'insidious; Palpatine a pun on 'palpitate.'
Skywalker, presents the idea of gaining entry into the true physical, the starry realm or Astral.  Cf. Patrizia Norelli-Bachelet's ideas on this subject.  The L.V.X. is the Sun; being a star.  
Qui-Gon Jinn; the Djinn or Genii; discovers extraordinary power.
Anakin becomes a manakin; Luke in the Bible is the patron saint of painters and physicians; he heals the Force.
Queen Amidala; a pun on amygdala, the frontal lobe of the brain.  Padme, a Buddhist word.  Because the Buddhists are so frontal lobe-oriented, life is sorrow to them.
Supreme Chancellor Valorum; like many who are valorous, is overthrown by evil (the Emperor) by trickery.
Geonosis; a planet that creates life (as in Genesis); albeit here, artificial.
Darth Maul, a destructive force that mauls, injures, rapes.
Yoda is Yoga.
The Sith are seething.
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pj
Hi PJ,

93,

Very interesting! - Just two little notes:

I would think Palpatine is more like Palatine, one of the

seven hills on which Rome was built, so it refers to his

senatorial status, politiking etc.

Darth Vader: Dark Father (Father is Vatter in german, and

actually Vader in dutch). Refers to the obvious, and also

Lucas' comments that the SW saga is chiefy about Father/Son

relationships. Also the YHVH formula, the son must

ultimately kill his father to usurp his throne, and cement

his new rule by marrying his mother.

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil,

93

I like your idea on Palpatine, better than mine.

Also, I forgot to put the idea in that Darth Vader could also be 'invader.'  But again, your idea is really good.
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pj

Also on the YHVH theme, Luke's feelings towards Leia in Ep.

V, e.g. kisses her in front of Han Solo, perhaps just to

make Han jealous, but I prefer to read into it so it

supports my idea :)

93/93,

Neil.

Hi Neil,

93

Note also, Han Solo also is strong in the Force; the Wookie is watching over him quietly...as we see in the new movie, the same Wookie that watched over Yoda and Obi-wan.  Of course Han Solo (Hand solo) when he's not getting Leia (Laid).  :-)
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pj

>  Of course Han Solo (Hand solo) when he's not getting Leia

> (Laid).  :-) 93/93

> pj

That's a nice mental image, thanks for that, PJ! ;p

93/93,

Neil.

Either that, or was making wookie.

:-)

93

Hi All,

93

This has been a wonderful thread and I've enjoyed reading everyone's 

comments on the new Star Wars movie as well as the saga as a whole. I have 

heard people say that they don't like Episodes I-III because they never go 

into detail about any of the characters, and especially Anakin, who is 

introduced late in Episode I. My response to this is that the story itself 

is not centered around Anakin, Luke, or any other of the major characters. 

The story is so rich and the experiences so full that it would be 

impossible, in the relatively short span of each films, to include all the 

details we would like to see. I am very excited as I have just purchased 

about 15 Star Wars novels, spanning from A New Hope past Return of the Jedi 

into the new Jedi series'. I have never read any of the novels before, and 

the experience of the film phenomena has been profound for me, and even 

richer will the experience be having read the novels!

PJ's comment that Yoda = Yoga is hilarious when considering that Yoda never 

really says much, is always in contemplation, and is meditating in asana in 

Episode III. The phrases he does speak are usually observational on-liners; 

very stereotypical of the Hindu swami. I think in Empire Strikes Back Yoda 

give his most enlightening speech when he discusses with Luke the 

confrontation with his father and then dies, disappearing completely into 

the Force.

I am looking forward to reading the novels set after Episode VI, 

particularly Luke's journey to the Dark Side and also the re-establishment 

of the Jedi Counsel. I am eager to see if the saga eventually concretizes 

the clues it has been giving regarding the reconciliation between the Light 

and Dark sides of the Force, and with Luke becoming the Emperor's apprentice 

(at least temporarily) this seems to be happening.

Also, watching an interview with George Lucas, I couldn't help but chuckle 

at the eerie resemblance to our own PJ!!
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Paul David Thomas

rofl...yeah, but I'm prettier.

93

It's a close call, but Yoda's ears are a bit more pointy.....

(OH!! You meant George Lucas!)

:-P
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Paul T

lol...now, all I need is Lucas' credit card number.

With good looks like he and I share, I definitely need the Mazerati.

93

pj

A friend sent this to me from Yahoo news. I like this thought about the Redemption of Vader, Christist as it is- it goes a couple of steps further than that, in my opinion, with Vader failing to cross the Dark Side or abyss and unite the two. Luke, I think, goes on to do this more or less. 
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Paul David Thomas

 

 

How to do the Star Wars trilogy in 58 minutes 

By Stephen Humphries, Staff writer of The Christian Science MonitorWed Jun 1, 4:00 AM ET 

Charles Ross's touring stage show, "The One-Man Star Wars Trilogy," is as audacious as the title suggests.

Without the use of props - or any other actors - Mr. Ross sings John Williams's theme music, mimes the crawling yellow text at the beginning of each episode, replicates the sound effects of whooshing X-Wing Starfighters, and impersonates all the characters, even minor ones such as Admiral Akbar, the tunic-wearing squid-like creature that makes Jabba the Hut look like a pretty boy. Improbable as it may sound, Ross accomplishes the whole thing in 58 minutes.

Demand for Ross's critically acclaimed show is suddenly hotter than the twin suns of Tatooine now that "Episode III: Revenge of the Sith" - which has earned a record $271.2 million in 12 days - has restored balance to the Force by reviving public interest in a waning franchise. Capitalizing on the momentum, Ross's flurry of summer performances across the United States culminates in a three-month engagement at Lamb's Theater in New York.

"It's a homage," says Ross, but he quickly adds that he pokes fun at the space opera, too. "I can sometimes make small commentary or I can simply just do an impression. If you capitalize on somebody's idiosyncrasy and you heighten it - just slightly - it makes for a sort of mockery, but at the same time I like to have a tone of respect."

Last week, Ross was invited to talk and perform on The Late, Late Show on CBS. He's been interviewed for forthcoming issues of Esquire and Spin magazines and his off-Broadway debut in August has been heralded in a full-page ad in The New York Times. But his CliffsNotes version of "Star Wars" hasn't been an overnight success.

Ross spent three years - longer than Han Solo was frozen in carbonite - touring fringe festivals and small towns and cities such as Dubuque, Iowa. When Ross reached Chicago in 2003, he performed his high-energy shtick on a stage the size of a kitchen table, much to the amazement of audience member Kathy van Beuningen. "He runs around the stage, he rolls around the stage, he jumps around the stage," says van Beuningen, who has now seen the show 35 times. "He's always moving."

Word eventually reached the offices of "Star Wars" creator George Lucas. That led to an invitation from Lucasfilm to appear at the 2004 San Diego Comic-Con, the mecca of science-fiction conventions.

When Ross finished performing, his elbow- and kneepads thoroughly scuffed and black clothes drenched in sweat, the 3,000 sci-fi fans in the audience stood up and cheered like braying Wookiees.

Ross hasn't looked back since.

Inspiration for the show began a long time ago, in a living room far, far away. Ross, a native of Victoria, British Columbia, frittered away his childhood by watching a videotape of "Star Wars" more than 400 times.

"By the time I was 11 or 12, I had watched it that many times," he says, "but I've definitely tried to make something positive out of it."

The repeat viewings (current tally: 474) paid off. Ross, a professional actor who had spent years working with theater groups across Canada, knew how to mimic all the voices in "Star Wars" - as well as the fluorescent hum of a lightsaber - when he set about adapting the trilogy for stage. Ross and director T.J. Dawe then devised ways to physically represent each character so that the audience knows who they're watching at any moment. At times, Ross seems to fully embody the roles he's playing; at other times, he relies on a simple gesture as a shorthand. Leia's infamous bun hairstyle, for example, is represented by hands cupped around the ears. The actor isn't afraid to editorialize, either - Obi Wan's nose does a Pinocchio every time he talks about how Luke's father died.

"The closer you sit the better, " writes Joshua Griffin co-owner of TheForce.net, a popular "Star Wars" fan site, in an e-mail. "All fans will appreciate it, and those most dedicated to the saga will note every nuance he manages to capture onstage."

Ross believes he has also succeeded in distilling "Star Wars" to its essence: the fall and rise of Darth Vader.

"The redemption [of Vader] is interesting because it comes in the form of these children, a new generation that take the mistakes of their father and teach their father the way," he says. "They have long-term faith that he will do the right thing, and he does, in the end."

At some point in the future, Ross will embark on a stage production of the recent "Star Wars" prequels. For now he's busy enough with a sideline production of - you'd better believe it - "The One-Man Lord of the Rings," a 60-minute show that has elicited accolades from "Rings" actor Ian McKellen.

Ross claims that he's not on a crusade to establish a new stage genre but he does relish the opportunity to use the medium of theater to put a different spin on familiar tales. "It's neat to be able to try to bring something new to the stage," he says. "It is an absolute thrill to take my love of something like this and commune with other fans."

• See www.onemanstarwars.com for information on tour dates.

Neil-

thougt leia kissed him

JHR3

Paul-

I'll bet we will see that Han is a distant cousin to luke just as I bet 

Padame and Anakins mother are related somehow

JHR3

Indeed, but like any thelemite I will warp the facts to

prove my point :)
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Neil.

Hi John,
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This also ties things in with "reality" (whatever that might be).  Note the Egyptian throne was dependent upon a matrilineal bloodline, giving us the bloodline theory of the Da Vinci Code amongst other conspiracy theories.  This Egyptian line (and even the Hebrew line) would hence, be mitochondrial.  The corrollary is fascinating with the idea that Han(dsome) Solo(wanker) <snicker> would eventually be found to be in the same bloodline (would that make a chorus of solists...lol).
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