Hi All,
93
Sitting, watching TV, I thought: What if the '12 Days of Christmas' started with the Yule on the 21st and continued through Saturnalia on the 25th and culminating with New Year's Day.
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Those Correlian Wiccans are growing on you! LOL.

But really - I don't see why Thelemites or anyone else couldn't do it. With the 3 major holidays being the 21st, the 25th and Jan. 1st, it would make sense to just party the whole way through and get the ya-ya's out. I think it's stupid to avoid the holiday celebration and spirit of giving that is Christmas just because it's called Christmas, whether one is pagan or Jewish, politically correct or whatever. It doesn't make a bit o' difference, me laddies.
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Cammy

On second thought, this has a lot to do with astrology. In Sidereal astrology the zodiac starts with Leo (not Aries) and ends with Cancer (not Pisces) and the luminaries (sun and moon) only rule those two signs respectively. But in that 12 days of Christmas it would begin with the winter solstice (sun over the tropic of Capricorn...opposite sign of Cancer) and end with the first day of the solar new year. 

If you wanted one that would fit in with the Cancer beginning, though still backwards, try Christmas in July (really June 21). 
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Hi Cammy,
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Of course, as Thelemites we recognize the importance of the Christ that we each are.  So I have no problem with keeping the Christ in Christmas...just get Jesus out of it.  And of course, as Thelemites we value Liber AL when it says:
AL II.36:  "There are rituals of the elements and feasts of the times."
 

THE OLD COMMENT
 

A crescendo of ecstasy in the mere thought of performing these rituals; which are in preparation under the great guidance of V.V.V.V.V.
 

THE NEW COMMENT
 

   Each element -- fire, earth, air, water, and Spirit -- possesses its own Nature, Will, and Magical Formula.  Each one may then have its appropriate ritual.  Many such in crude form are described in The Golden Bough of Dr. J.G. Frazer, the Glory of Trinity!
   In particular the entry of the Sun into the cardinal signs of the elements at the Equinoxes and Solstices are suitable for festivals.
   The difference between 'rituals' and 'feasts' is this: by the one a particular form of energy is generated, while there is a general discharge of one's superfluous force in the other.  Yet a feast implies periodical nourishment.
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In a message dated 12/20/05 9:35:08 PM, provelli1@nycap.rr.com writes:
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Sitting, watching TV, I thought: What if the '12 Days of Christmas' started with the Yule on the 21st and continued through Saturnalia on the 25th and culminating with New Year's Day.
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Actually It was pope Leo I believe that set the Feast of the nativity. There existed Saturnalia to begin with and it was very popular. Christians would celebrate Holy day s and Saturnalia....probably much like we accept Holloween and trick or treat..even th ough technically its not even a holiday.
So the Pope Decided to set this feast of the nativity in direct competition with Saturnalia
so that Either they celebrated The holy feast.....of Christianity or Saturnalia, and not both.
This pope and others were military Popes and led armies... he set out to destroy Saturnalia as a Pagan holiday and replace it with a Christian holiday. 
  The results speak for themselves.
  In the Christmas carols The last vestiges of Pagan practice are taken over by the SUN of righteousness, the conquering Christian faith...Just as they set out to do.
  The actual day they were unsure of....It may have been closer to Spring, but Christmas
is set to destroy pagan and replace it with a Totally Christian n h oliday one that is celebrated
and cannot be combined with another celebration
  It would appear that this plan was very successful.
  Often people say it is a pagan holiday without knowing the history..Historically its pure Christian
intentionally set to destroy the Pagan.
  And as for that Argument every day of the calendar at some time in the past was dedicated to some pagan  deity?( shrug)
There are no exceptions
Regards,
johnmoon3717@aol.com
