Hi PJ

93

Interesting article. I read it after doing some experimentation with

heliocentric astrology to see what you were getting at.

My results showed other (earlier 30+ years) dates for this event working

on the general rule of the equinox being 21 March and a time of 12-00gmt

with the signs at 30 degrees each and standered Sidereal measurement.

Whilst a few years either side is no big deal in the cosmic scheme of

things, it will give a different figure for the length of the “Aeon of

Horus”. It becomes even more problematic when you consider the Stars of

Aquarius cover around 42 degrees rather than 30 and this will give a

different length to the Aeon and also its start date. As far as I know the

stars of Aquarius are already beginning to sit behind the sun at the

vernal equinox, so in this sense it has already begun.

I would like to know how certain are you of this date? And how you arrived

at it?

I.e. is this measured against the Stars (Right Ascension), if so can you

give me the R.A. that you have used to calculate the Start of Aquarius, or

it is based upon the synthetic convenience of chopping the signs into 30

degrees apiece measured Sidereal?

It could just be my software isn’t accurate and the data that you have

arrived at is from a more reliable source.

As far as the Sun Venus (or more correctly Earth Venus) cycle goes then I

still have much work to do to get an exact figure for the long cycle. The

700 years was a rough guess. There are, at least three cycles contained

within these. One of 8 years (forming the pentagram), the Second the

pentagram forming a full revolution around the Sun, and a third made from

the actual eclipses of Venus and the Sun when viewed from the Earth (we

had one early last summer). Curious thing with the Venus pentagram is that

the energy doesn’t flow around the points like when you trace a pentagram

in ritual, it moves in explosive pulses backwards through the pentagram.

This is due to the distance in degrees being 570 (584 days) between the

conjunctions. The Gematria of 570 in ‘777’ is ShOR (amongst others) which

means pylon, or gateway. It is also the sub number ascribed to Liber 813.

Incidentally Mercury-Earth conjunctions form a cycle as well. This is made

up of 120 conjunctions of Earth and Mercury occurring every 121 (11x11)

degrees. Both of these seem to have been important in the RC myths as well

as a few other systems.

I am not sure if Runar has done any Enochian work regarding these in light

of the Enochian system, I would be interested if there is any further

information on this. My own workings with it suggest that the Earth Venus

Pentagram projected into the Great Tablet form the 5 Princes (20 in total)

that carry the train of the king. These seem to act as a bridge between

the King and the Governors and not anything to do with the rank and file

of the hierarchy. One is the Workers the others seem to be more like the

Royal Family, with each one (sometimes more) ruling and functioning in

several regions. I am experimenting with these and hope to have something

more concrete in the future.

The only other cycle that I have come across in the solar system that

seems to be apparent is the 72-fold that is formed through Earth-Jupiter

conjunctions. There may be more in the outer planets, but custom built

software would likely be needed to work them all out.
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Darren

On 8/16/05, av_156@blueyonder.co.uk <av_156@blueyonder.co.uk> wrote:

> Interesting article. I read it after doing some experimentation with

> heliocentric astrology to see what you were getting at.

> 

Where might one learn heliocentric astrology?  Could you recommend a

book or website?

Thanks,

-Alessandro

Hi Darren,

93

Your error is first, that you chose midnight instead of sunrise.  But more appropriate than sunrise in my view, is when the Earth actually reaches its Vernal Point in the annual orbit.  This seems more appropriate than sunrise as we'd have to ask who's sunrise?...and figure what height the horizon is actually at (are there mountains obscuring a view?).  The VP is commonly agreed upon by all Astronomers.  And it will fall in Aquarius for the first time at the date I specified in my article.

It doesn't matter the size of the constellation for calculating the start of the Aeon; but it is important for calculating the duration.  Note that the VP for Pisces was 69BCE.  With the approximation of aeonic divisions being 2,160 years, the duration of Pisces exceeds this easy division by 666 years!  This is due to the actual size of the constellation; not interpreted in degrees, but in years by means of the VP.

I will be most eager to see your work with Venus develop.  I've not done much with this, but the Venus cycles do interest me.  The 8 year cycle connects with AL (8, 80, 418) and I've calculated this in terms of the Veil of Qesheth.  Cf. my article: http://www.amhr.org/aa/Veil%20of%20Qesheth.html.  Considering the Venus 8 year cycle; connecting Venus/Netzach to the Moon/Yesod, there's a certain balance as my article suggests the Veil being above Yesod (house of the Zelator).  I infer that before one can become a full Zelator, one must pierce the Veil, which is not pierced by traveling from Malkuth to Yesod as most Qabalists in the Western Mystery Tradition have suggested.  Rather, it's more in line with Peh (80).  Considering Venus/Netzach as a lower emanation of Binah, we bring 418 (the Great Work) into the mix as well.

I did not know about the 72-fold Earth-Jupiter conjunctions.  That puts a whole new light on the Shemhamaphoresch for me.  The connections in 777 are fascinating.  Using both lines for Jupiter (4 & 21) we get some interesting insights...

Transcendental Morality: 4) obedience 21) bigotry, hypocrisy, gluttony

Hebrew Saints/Adepts: 4) Abraham

Legendary Orders of Being: 21) Incubi, Nightmares

4 is also the Cross, Pyramid and Jehovah (IHVH).  Yet Jupiter is considered the second Sun; radiating to the outer planets.  It seems to me that this angry Jewish god has really thrown a wrench into the works...eh?
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pj

>>Timeline:

>>Nietzche does proclaim " The reevaluation of all values" before he gets

>>ill. 1880ies.

>>

>>Crowley receives the new Law in 1904 and spends his life on commenting

>> and

>>elaborating. It is clear from his work that people have to work it out

>> for

>>themselves too, even if he offers solutions which is common sense.

>>Therefore we have a fussy massmovement of seekers who not only want to

>>understand it intellectually, but also for real, and with themselves as

>>centers of own world.

>>

>>Kenneth Grant starts the massmovement of the underworld which is seeing

>>"day" in late 70ies. This project is antithetical as much as the

>> underworld

>>is antithetical. The underworld is changed from being a christian

>>underworld to a thelemic underworld, now containing qliphoth kings which

>> is

>>strong in weakness. (ref. The cover of the Rush album Farewell to Kings)

>>The great mission of the underworld is to support earth by being under.

>>   : )

>>

>>And we are now finishing the postmodern age, and the qliphoth period.

>> There

>>will be a turning point where the double current is reinitiated.

>>93 93

>>Runar

>>Hi Runar

>>93

>>Do you have a date for the Double Current reinitiation? Curious if this

>> is

>>December 2012. I have heard this date in connection with such an idea. I

>>know Grant sees similar. I noted when looking into the date that this is

>>also a Sun-Venus conjunction which is something i have been exploring for

>> a

>>while. A pure speculation that I formulated on this was due to a process

>>similar to astrological procession. The SV pentagram is not 100% exact

>> and

>>so oscillates around the sun. I dont know what the exact figures are for

>>this but a rough estimate would be around 700-1000 years. I guess you

>> could

>>see it like a Great Month of some sort in the Astrological calender. It

>>seems to me to be important in regards Thelema and it certainly is

>> effective

>>in practive (and not man made), and maybe we are approaching a New Month

>>within the Aeon.

>>93 93/93

>>Darren

> 93

>

> Yes I think it would be about 2009 - 12.

> If we think back to the time of Golden Dawn and the energy which the

> artist

> were filled with, the Golden Dawn is exactly what it was named. Its great

> mission was ended when the sun rose. And I dont doubt that the great wild

> beast was the sun. So I regard this time like a major spring equinox.

> When considering astrological sources it seems that the outer planets

> determine a lot when it comes to the identity of decades and generations.

> The pluto cycle can be checked out with advantage, while I dont think the

> venus cycle determines these things. WWII was around cancer/leo. The great

> samhain was 78-80 and now we are coming to a greater equinox. Perhaps the

> great Equinox? It will be a yule.

>

> SV pentagram? This is of the English EQ groups stuff?

> 93 93

> Runar

Hi Runar

93

Something that I came across a while ago that might be of interest

regarding the time period you give is something in astrology called the

Black Sun. It’s like a reflection that’s cast off onto the zodiacal rim,

an Anti-Sun at the outside as the Sun is at the centre. It appears from

the little study that I have done with it that it moves with the

processional arc of around 1 degree each 72 years. At present it is

approaching Sirius so I guess it could act like a gate or prism to focus

the rays of Sirius into the Sun and Earth, and so perhaps reunite things

in some way. This would only occur once in every Great Year for perhaps a

3-5 year period and exact for only an instant.

I agree with you regarding the outer planets, my observations have been

similar. The Inner planets seem to be act more like an engine, where as

the outer ones act more like bridges between things coming into and going

out of the solar system. On a world level the Inner cycles tend to move

faster and so are more concerned with initiating events on a small scale.

They tend to be short lasting and often violent, especially with Mercury.

The SV (Sun Venus) pentagram info that I started with did come from the

Stratton-Kents EQ group’s Equinox journal. I don’t buy the EQ side of

things at all so worked the cycles out from scratch. There seems to be

many EQ systems out there, but as yet I have not seen any ‘proof’. I am

beginning to wonder that perhaps numbers are not what is meant in this

regard at all, and that A.O. Spare had glimpses of it with the Sensation

system that he devised. Given that much repressed energies are being

released through the Thelemic current these perhaps don’t find expression

in the same way as words and numbers. Communication advanced to telepathy

and high states of emotional sensation and body language would require a

new form of classification that may perhaps be outside the scope of an

alpha-numerical scale.
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Hi Darren & Runar,

93

On the one hand, Crowley claimed to have solved the EQ puzzle with Liber Trigrammaton, which is a holy book.   But he also said that no workable Qabalah can be derived from it.  Certainly, his phonetic renderings/aspirations lie outside the alpha-numerical scale.  But they would be a part of the symbols that should be attached.

Darren: In my own work towards a possible solution, I rely on the Key to AL, by Frater Achad.  Cf. http://www.amhr.org/aa/Liber%20805.html.  Here, I would be interested in your criticism.  And for that matter, I've worked up an idea on the solution to the riddle, which I would again be interested in receiving your evalution.  CF. http://www.amhr.org/aa/The%20Riddle%20Solved.html.

Runar: Are you grouping SV pentagram in a group of 5 conjunctions to describe the period of time when the Golden Dawn originally existed?...and calling this an Equinox?  Are you connecting Pluto transits with this in some way?
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pj

Hi PJ

93

I found your EQ solution interesting. I will have to read and meditate on

your essay to take it all in as it is quite lengthy.

I am glad you noticed the flaw the NAEQ has in that it only uses the

number values from 1-26. This is the principle reason why I have not taken

much notice of it. I agree with you that the numbers would likely run

similar to Hebrew 1-900, but the flaw therein is that the circle is not

complete and appears that a letter is ‘missing’ to explain the 27th

number. I am not sure if this is the reason why Crowley deemed his results

with Liber 27 in this regards unsatisfactory. I did some years ago jot

down a solution to this that was not perused any further. I simply didn’t

have the inclination or interest to number crunch the whole of the Holy

Books, so shelved it for a rainy day. This came about from following

Achad’s line of enquiry and resulted in a Twin Stream of positive

(descending) and negative (ascending) numbers that could be used to

generate numbers into the + or - Millions and based on the 0=2 formula and

a 6-fold set of permutations. I feel that high numbers would be needed to

cut down on coincidence and so prove, or disprove each suggested system.

I am very sceptical of the use of the Hebrew Qabalah in this regard to

justify an EQ system. Firstly my observation suggests the Greek Gematria

to be far more relevant to Thelema then the Hebrew, and Secondly I don’t

feel that the Hebrew Tree of Life is as relevant now as it was pre 1904.

This is partly due to AC’s comment to the Lust card in the Book of Thoth,

where he states that the circles in the background of the card represent

the Sephiroth as yet undefined, as every New Aeon demands a new system of

classification. In my opinion this has yet to be achieved to a degree of

satisfaction. My own work in this area is based upon a solar system model

of 11 planets (including Sun and trans-Pluto), with each ‘sphere’ having a

path (conjunction) to every other sphere, i.e. 11 paths to and from each

planet. This would end up with a total of 11 ‘Sephira’ and 56 paths, both

of which find reference in the Book of the Law. This is however a work in

progress and little more than a working theory at the present.

I see with some of your references to the ‘powers’ of the letters a

similar idea to what I said previously regarding Spare’s ideas. Though

perhaps the difference is perhaps one is assigning an idea to the letter

that is descriptive, the other is actual in that it bypasses the

intellectual mind completely and works on deeper levels of primal and

atavistic consciousness.

For example the letter P could be said to represent destruction, Anger,

Temper etc whereas what I am saying is that the ‘symbol’ would represent

the actual primal drive behind them, so that when using them, it will

awaken that state directly and be uninfluenced by the mind of the person

in question. The symbols then could be used as a direct system of

communication utilising real and dynamic energy exchange instead of

arbitrary and intellectual assignments. It may perhaps even solve the

language divide as well seeing that we all are capable of many states or

awareness and Gnostic comprehension many of which are formed from the same

basic primeval drives.

I guess much of this applies to the solution to the riddle, re the use of

Hebrew Qabalah. It is an interesting one and has been well though out. I

again agree with your statement that the answer should be simple and

clear. The NAEQ system takes the first line then using the x as

multiplication take the second line and forms a result. This number =

English Alphabet in their system, this then is used as their proof. Whilst

I don’t agree with their system as before said, it is a good example of

how simple the solution should be.

It could be that something very different is meant by the Order + Value.

Maybe Obtain the Order is an instruction to Crowley regarding the Golden

Dawn, which he did Obtain when he established the link to the A.’.A.’.

proper. Value the English Alphabet is perhaps in regards to it becoming

the Global Language and maybe implies that the Greek and Hebrew models

should be cast on the funeral pyre. Just one though astray.
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Hi Darren,

93

D-

I am glad you noticed the flaw the NAEQ has in that it only uses the

number values from 1-26. 

pj-

Runar voiced something quite interesting a while back.  And I was delighted that someone besides me saw it.  The NAEQ people are walking more and more away from Thelema all the time.  On the one hand, the Maatian current is really a combination of Wicca and Christism, glossed over with Thelemic words and the trendy UFOism of Grant.  And on the other hand, they're espousing Hinduism in great detail.

Their system is internally sound in that it produces interesting synchronicities for those that are more adept at it.  But the direction it's taking them is proof that it is not the solution called for by AL.

D-

This is the principle reason why I have not taken much notice of it. I agree with you that the numbers would likely run similar to Hebrew 1-900, but the flaw therein is that the circle is not complete and appears that a letter is ‘missing’ to explain the 27th number. I am not sure if this is the reason why Crowley deemed his results with Liber 27 in this regards unsatisfactory. 

pj-

I recently came across a system based on Trigrammaton that I didn't like so much.  But the guy that put it together made one very interesting point.  Liber AL calls on Crowley to do this and doesn't indicate that someone else should do this.  Of course, we can surmise that Crowley failed and the Secret Chiefs are passing the Gauntlet to another.  Or we could say that Crowley succeeded in starting it and it yet needs another to fully realize what Crowley couldn't.

Liber Trigrammaton is a holy book and I find it to be quite profound.  You might be interested in my commentary on it: http://www.amhr.org/Liber%20Trigrammaton%20Expurgated.doc

But I just don't see it working in any Gematric sense.  Perhaps some permutation is necessary and numbers need to be discarded.

D-

I did some years ago jot down a solution to this that was not perused any further. I simply didn’t have the inclination or interest to number crunch the whole of the Holy Books, so shelved it for a rainy day. 

pj-

Let me know when it rains.  :-)

D-

I am very sceptical of the use of the Hebrew Qabalah in this regard to

justify an EQ system. Firstly my observation suggests the Greek Gematria

to be far more relevant to Thelema then the Hebrew, and 

pj-

As you know, much of AL has been proven using the Hebrew system.  This makes it a natural front runner; especially as AL says that the Jews have the half.  Though I have to admit, I'd like to see more Greek Qabalah; especially considering our two most important words (Thelema and Agape) are Greek.  But I think that for the Greek Qabalah to come to the fore, we'd first have to more carefully examine the ancient Gnostic texts.  Only then would there be a platform to more fully launch a Qabalah.  It is a task I'd like to see someone come up with at some time.

D-

Secondly I don’t feel that the Hebrew Tree of Life is as relevant now as it was pre 1904. This is partly due to AC’s comment to the Lust card in the Book of Thoth, where he states that the circles in the background of the card represent the Sephiroth as yet undefined, as every New Aeon demands a new system of classification. 

pj-

I see the developments in the Tree that have inspired me; particularly Grant's 'Nightside,' echoed in part by Jerry Cornelius.  Bringing Da'ath more formally onto the Tree is important.  Cornelius took a nice lead on this in his exposition of the Formula of ON.  And I echoed it in the document I sent out earlier this afternoon.

More importantly, the Tree is a map of our psyche, developed over thousands of years.  So scrapping it would make no sense at all.  I think more important is what Crowley started; a reconsideration of the nature of the lesser paths.  You might find my article on this to be of some interest: http://www.amhr.org/aa/Recon%20Major%20Atus.html

As our psyche evolves; assuming that the Aeon of Horus helps to get at least some of our race back on track, I can see the Tree developing.  And of course, the Enochian system, so adeptly developed by Runar and others, provides a whole new format that makes an excellent corollary.  But I have not accepted Crowley's idea on what an Aeon is.  Per my article (that you've read) on the Gnostic Cycles and my other work on the Starry Gnosis, this Aeon of Horus won't live long enough to develop something.  We're in an 'in-between' time.  All we can hope to do now, is set up things that will carry their way into Aquarius.

D-

In my opinion this has yet to be achieved to a degree of satisfaction. My own work in this area is based upon a solar system model of 11 planets (including Sun and trans-Pluto), with each ‘sphere’ having a path (conjunction) to every other sphere, i.e. 11 paths to and from each planet. This would end up with a total of 11 ‘Sephira’ and 56 paths, both of which find reference in the Book of the Law. This is however a work in progress and little more than a working theory at the present.

pj-

It's an interesting theory and at least a more subtle development from the present 11-Sephira system of 32 paths.  Certainly  in the present system I see openings, such as connecting Da'ath to both the Supernal and Ethical triads.  There is precedent in our collective experience for this.  It would be a much bigger project to try to find so many other paths as your ambition informs you.  I'd certainly be interested in your scratch notes on this.

D-

I see with some of your references to the ‘powers’ of the letters a

similar idea to what I said previously regarding Spare’s ideas. Though

perhaps the difference is perhaps one is assigning an idea to the letter

that is descriptive, the other is actual in that it bypasses the

intellectual mind completely and works on deeper levels of primal and

atavistic consciousness.

pj-

You make some interesting points in regards to Spare.  My only problem with Spare is the egregore that's now been built around his system.  All these Chaos Magickians have built a wall of pure lunacy.  And I dare say that my symbol system comes from the psyche; just in a different way.

D-

For example the letter P could be said to represent destruction, Anger,

Temper etc whereas what I am saying is that the ‘symbol’ would represent

the actual primal drive behind them, so that when using them, it will

awaken that state directly and be uninfluenced by the mind of the person

in question. The symbols then could be used as a direct system of

communication utilising real and dynamic energy exchange instead of

arbitrary and intellectual assignments. It may perhaps even solve the

language divide as well seeing that we all are capable of many states or

awareness and Gnostic comprehension many of which are formed from the same basic primeval drives.

pj-

I think this is a great idea in and of itself.  But attaching them to the English alphabet would seem to prove quite difficult.

D-

I guess much of this applies to the solution to the riddle, re the use of

Hebrew Qabalah. It is an interesting one and has been well though out. I

again agree with your statement that the answer should be simple and

clear. The NAEQ system takes the first line then using the x as

multiplication take the second line and forms a result. This number =

English Alphabet in their system, this then is used as their proof. Whilst I don’t agree with their system as before said, it is a good example of how simple the solution should be.

pj-

A system that proves itself as Crowley said, would also contain an aesthetic quality; beauty.  To me, there's no beauty in what these people are doing.  They're more like Duchamp, putting a urinal in a museum...lol.

D-

It could be that something very different is meant by the Order + Value.

Maybe Obtain the Order is an instruction to Crowley regarding the Golden

Dawn, which he did Obtain when he established the link to the A.’.A.’.

proper. Value the English Alphabet is perhaps in regards to it becoming

the Global Language and maybe implies that the Greek and Hebrew models

should be cast on the funeral pyre. Just one though astray.

pj-

You just seem to miss the apparent meaning of the verse on this one.  Though I do like the idea of simply re-valuing the English alphabet as an international language, over-riding the standard Latin.
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At 12:22 18.08.2005, Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

>Hi Darren & Runar,

>93

>On the one hand, Crowley claimed to have solved the EQ puzzle with Liber

>Trigrammaton, which is a holy book.   But he also said that no workable

>Qabalah can be derived from it.  Certainly, his phonetic

>renderings/aspirations lie outside the alpha-numerical scale.  But they

>would be a part of the symbols that should be attached.

>Darren: In my own work towards a possible solution, I rely on the Key to AL,

>by Frater Achad.  Cf. http://www.amhr.org/aa/Liber%20805.html.  Here, I

>would be interested in your criticism.  And for that matter, I've worked up

>an idea on the solution to the riddle, which I would again be interested in

>receiving your evalution.  CF.

>http://www.amhr.org/aa/The%20Riddle%20Solved.html.

>Runar: Are you grouping SV pentagram in a group of 5 conjunctions to

>describe the period of time when the Golden Dawn originally existed?...and

>calling this an Equinox?  Are you connecting Pluto transits with this in

>some way?

93

No, I am not mixing venus into it. What I have observed is that there is a 

cycle here affecting our zeitgeist which is previously undescribed and that 

what I see from the ephemerides makes it seem like the work of the outer 

planets.

93 93

Runar

Hi Runar

93

I've just run through the astro charts running from late 1880's through 

to 1910. I think i see what your getting at regarding the outer planets. 

Are you running the cycle (as it applies to the GD period) from the 

Pluto-Neptune conjunction from around 1888-1892, and ending with the 

Pluto-Uranus opposition around 1903? I noticed that there was also a 

Neptune-Uranus opposition a few years after this around 1906. From 

looking at it these dont happen very frequently.
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Darren

Hi PJ
93
Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote: 
Hi Darren,

93

D-

I am glad you noticed the flaw the NAEQ has in that it only uses the

number values from 1-26.

pj-

Runar voiced something quite interesting a while back.  And I was delighted

that someone besides me saw it.  The NAEQ people are walking more and more

away from Thelema all the time.  On the one hand, the Maatian current is

really a combination of Wicca and Christism, glossed over with Thelemic

words and the trendy UFOism of Grant.  And on the other hand, they're

espousing Hinduism in great detail.

Their system is internally sound in that it produces interesting

synchronicities for those that are more adept at it.  But the direction it's

taking them is proof that it is not the solution called for by AL.

I tend to agree about the direction taken with the NAEQ, they are much more into 'Goddess Worship'  these days, or at least those I've met have been. I can relate to the Eastern connection in regards the Maatian Current. I find alot of similarity between Maat and Shodashi (Goddess 16) as well as Kalika. I do tend to agree though there is alot of curious and haphazaed ideas thrown in as well. This seems to especially apply to Grant's entertaining ideas. Certainly not proof I agree. However, for them it works!


D-

This is the principle reason why I have not taken much notice of it. I agree

with you that the numbers would likely run similar to Hebrew 1-900, but the

flaw therein is that the circle is not complete and appears that a letter is

‘missing’ to explain the 27th number. I am not sure if this is the reason

why Crowley deemed his results with Liber 27 in this regards unsatisfactory.

pj-

I recently came across a system based on Trigrammaton that I didn't like so

much.  But the guy that put it together made one very interesting point.

Liber AL calls on Crowley to do this and doesn't indicate that someone else

should do this.  Of course, we can surmise that Crowley failed and the

Secret Chiefs are passing the Gauntlet to another.  Or we could say that

Crowley succeeded in starting it and it yet needs another to fully realize

what Crowley couldn't.

Liber Trigrammaton is a holy book and I find it to be quite profound.  You

might be interested in my commentary on it:

http://www.amhr.org/Liber%20Trigrammaton%20Expurgated.doc
But I just don't see it working in any Gematric sense.  Perhaps some

permutation is necessary and numbers need to be discarded.

I also find Liber Trigrammaton a very profound holy book. I am not sure numbers would apply to the trigrams, unless Trinary 1 0 * (male-female-neither) as Runar has suggested. It is clear that Binary code is the fastest way to interpret and sort information, and our brains make use of this principle. The * could be reference to a state in which the Code stops, in a sense it could be seen to represent Samadhi as the 0 1 dualisim becomes annhilated. 


D-

I did some years ago jot down a solution to this that was not perused any

further. I simply didn’t have the inclination or interest to number crunch

the whole of the Holy Books, so shelved it for a rainy day.

pj-

Let me know when it rains.  :-)

D-

I am very sceptical of the use of the Hebrew Qabalah in this regard to

justify an EQ system. Firstly my observation suggests the Greek Gematria

to be far more relevant to Thelema then the Hebrew, and

pj-

As you know, much of AL has been proven using the Hebrew system.  This makes

it a natural front runner; especially as AL says that the Jews have the

half.

But then it's not hard to prove anything using the Hebrew Qabalah if you work at it hard enough. Crowley was well schooled enough to cut out  all the background chatter that it can generate, but this does'nt seem to be the case for many of the other solutions that have been presented..


  Though I have to admit, I'd like to see more Greek Qabalah;

especially considering our two most important words (Thelema and Agape) are

Greek.  But I think that for the Greek Qabalah to come to the fore, we'd

first have to more carefully examine the ancient Gnostic texts.  Only then

would there be a platform to more fully launch a Qabalah.  It is a task I'd

like to see someone come up with at some time.

Yes this would be interesting, and I suspect work better with Enochian than the Hebrew model.


D-

Secondly I don’t feel that the Hebrew Tree of Life is as relevant now as it

was pre 1904. This is partly due to AC’s comment to the Lust card in the

Book of Thoth, where he states that the circles in the background of the

card represent the Sephiroth as yet undefined, as every New Aeon demands a

new system of classification.

pj-

I see the developments in the Tree that have inspired me; particularly

Grant's 'Nightside,' echoed in part by Jerry Cornelius.  Bringing Da'ath

more formally onto the Tree is important.  Cornelius took a nice lead on

this in his exposition of the Formula of ON.  And I echoed it in the

document I sent out earlier this afternoon.

More importantly, the Tree is a map of our psyche, developed over thousands

of years.  So scrapping it would make no sense at all.  I think more

important is what Crowley started; a reconsideration of the nature of the

lesser paths.

My studies into the Tree suggest otherwise. It is a relativly modern geocentric idea as we have it today, and in all probabilty, like many other systems, based around astronomical and astrologial lore. The ancients were aware of the 7 classic planets, and through observing the fluctuations in Juipiter and Saturn were able to dedeuce two more planets Uranus and Neptune. Following the lightning flash these should be ascribed to Chokmah (Uranus) and Kether (Neptune). They did not know about Pluto! This of course creates a problem, and I am not sure that the invention of Daath is its solution. By its nature it only exists because one 'thinks' it does, whereas the planets should be entitled to tangible spheres in thier own right.

The placing of Uranus in Daath to accomadate Pluto appears to me a confused attempt to rescue the system due to indoctrination. The myth of the Demiurge Saturn casting his Father (Uranus) into the Abyss, and setting himself up as 'God' in the process springs to mind. Why help the God of Slavery continue with his ill ordered scheme? Perhaps it could be reconsituted, but personally I feel the rots got in and it's had it's day. This is not to say it dosn't work.


  You might find my article on this to be of some interest:

http://www.amhr.org/aa/Recon%20Major%20Atus.html
As our psyche evolves; assuming that the Aeon of Horus helps to get at least

some of our race back on track, I can see the Tree developing.  And of

course, the Enochian system, so adeptly developed by Runar and others,

provides a whole new format that makes an excellent corollary.  But I have

not accepted Crowley's idea on what an Aeon is.  Per my article (that you've

read) on the Gnostic Cycles and my other work on the Starry Gnosis, this

Aeon of Horus won't live long enough to develop something.  We're in an

'in-between' time.  All we can hope to do now, is set up things that will

carry their way into Aquarius.

Most of what i read in your illuminating essay in regards the Gnostic Cycles seems to only be applicable to Planet Earth. In the near future we will have the choice of incarnating (perhaps next time round??) in fleshly bodies on other spheres such as Mars, which will have it's own cycles to be worked out. We will also be able to travel there and so cross over between one set of cycles and another. Things such as the Aeon of Aquarius would not be applicable in these outside cases, however the formula of Thelema would be, making it universal in scope.Crowley may well have misunderstood what the Aeon of Horus (and Maat with its other time stream as AC notes) was in terms of time length. He was largley basing it on the 7 ages of humanity rather than the terrestial time circle and processional shift in my opinion.


D-

In my opinion this has yet to be achieved to a degree of satisfaction. My

own work in this area is based upon a solar system model of 11 planets

(including Sun and trans-Pluto), with each ‘sphere’ having a path

(conjunction) to every other sphere, i.e. 11 paths to and from each planet.

This would end up with a total of 11 ‘Sephira’ and 56 paths, both of which

find reference in the Book of the Law. This is however a work in progress

and little more than a working theory at the present.

pj-

It's an interesting theory and at least a more subtle development from the

present 11-Sephira system of 32 paths.  Certainly  in the present system I

see openings, such as connecting Da'ath to both the Supernal and Ethical

triads.  There is precedent in our collective experience for this.  It would

be a much bigger project to try to find so many other paths as your ambition

informs you.  I'd certainly be interested in your scratch notes on this.

Fortunatly 10 of the Spheres and 45 paths have already been well mapped out by astrology and have been leaving their mark on us since the dawn of time. This makes them very well ingrained indeed. They also have the advantage of being applicable to a magician on any planet in the Solar System and not just Earth which could be important in the future.I am sure other systems will flower as well.


D-

I see with some of your references to the ‘powers’ of the letters a

similar idea to what I said previously regarding Spare’s ideas. Though

perhaps the difference is perhaps one is assigning an idea to the letter

that is descriptive, the other is actual in that it bypasses the

intellectual mind completely and works on deeper levels of primal and

atavistic consciousness.

pj-

You make some interesting points in regards to Spare.  My only problem with

Spare is the egregore that's now been built around his system.  All these

Chaos Magickians have built a wall of pure lunacy.  And I dare say that my

symbol system comes from the psyche; just in a different way.

I have considered similar, but Spare was not a Chaos Magician. There has been plently of Lunacy placed on Thelema as well by the Crowley Worshiping Love Cultists. I dont get any trace of the Egregore you speak of from working along the lines layed down by Spare. But then his system is more akin to the old forms of Witchcraft and Sorcery.


D-

For example the letter P could be said to represent destruction, Anger,

Temper etc whereas what I am saying is that the ‘symbol’ would represent

the actual primal drive behind them, so that when using them, it will

awaken that state directly and be uninfluenced by the mind of the person

in question. The symbols then could be used as a direct system of

communication utilising real and dynamic energy exchange instead of

arbitrary and intellectual assignments. It may perhaps even solve the

language divide as well seeing that we all are capable of many states or

awareness and Gnostic comprehension many of which are formed from the same

basic primeval drives.

pj-

I think this is a great idea in and of itself.  But attaching them to the

English alphabet would seem to prove quite difficult.

I agree it would be difficult to assign them to the Alphabet in such a way, but then considering the channels it would work through it would make the use of a 'written' alphabet or language largely redundent. i.e you would not need the letters RED to communicate the colour Red to another, the awakening within them of the idea would be enough and they would see it for themselves. It would be completly Gnostic in this regard.


D-

I guess much of this applies to the solution to the riddle, re the use of

Hebrew Qabalah. It is an interesting one and has been well though out. I

again agree with your statement that the answer should be simple and

clear. The NAEQ system takes the first line then using the x as

multiplication take the second line and forms a result. This number =

English Alphabet in their system, this then is used as their proof. Whilst I

don’t agree with their system as before said, it is a good example of how

simple the solution should be.

pj-

A system that proves itself as Crowley said, would also contain an aesthetic

quality; beauty.  To me, there's no beauty in what these people are doing.

They're more like Duchamp, putting a urinal in a museum...lol.

D-

It could be that something very different is meant by the Order + Value.

Maybe Obtain the Order is an instruction to Crowley regarding the Golden

Dawn, which he did Obtain when he established the link to the A.’.A.’.

proper. Value the English Alphabet is perhaps in regards to it becoming

the Global Language and maybe implies that the Greek and Hebrew models

should be cast on the funeral pyre. Just one though astray.

pj-

You just seem to miss the apparent meaning of the verse on this one.  Though

I do like the idea of simply re-valuing the English alphabet as an

international language, over-riding the standard Latin.
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Appearances can be deceiving, and sometimes the most obvious meaning is not the only one. It does likely relate to EQ, but maybe not? I am sceptical of translating the 78 (unless i miscount) +'s and x's into & or and. Seeing (I think) that this was also the first number Crowley came up with for Aiwass before 93. I doubt that this would be a coincidence and perhaps have a function that is not yet clear.
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>Hi Runar

>93

>

>I've just run through the astro charts running from late 1880's through to 

>1910. I think i see what your getting at regarding the outer planets. Are 

>you running the cycle (as it applies to the GD period) from the 

>Pluto-Neptune conjunction from around 1888-1892, and ending with the 

>Pluto-Uranus opposition around 1903? I noticed that there was also a 

>Neptune-Uranus opposition a few years after this around 1906. From looking 

>at it these dont happen very frequently.

>

>93 93/93

>Darren

After their conjunction in 1880`s Pluto and Nepture got "rather quickly" 

into a sextile aspect which they kept since. This points to a very 

elongated orbit of one of them and as such they have had a very steady 

influence on us this century. And it lasts till 2035. Then Neptune speeds 

up or so it seems.  This sextile aspect is actually very good, since 

Neptune comes 20 years before pluto and imprints certain visions into 

generations so when pluto comes with its mass movements there exists a good 

understanding of whats to come.

Yes these two decides most of whats on the agenda of humanity.

Conscerning a former question from you that I havent answered about 

enochian finds and then on astrological cycles;  - We havent got anyone 

that specific. From the work of Dee and Kelly there are names which 

corresponds to only the 7 major planets. While we have got names for the 

outer too. ( See system of QVYD) So to examine the energies of a cycle I 

would just summon the objects which makes these cycles and then just ask 

them to give me an expo of it. I did one work for the venus cycle which was 

interesting as it explained me the mayan view of Venus as a agent of war. 

But I think I still lack the understanding of the difference between 

superior and inferior conjunction. Can you recall if the Eq circle have 

said anything intelligible on this?
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>> I've just run through the astro charts running from late 1880's 
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>> Darren

>

>

>

> After their conjunction in 1880`s Pluto and Nepture got "rather 

> quickly" into a sextile aspect which they kept since. This points to a 

> very elongated orbit of one of them and as such they have had a very 

> steady influence on us this century. And it lasts till 2035. Then 

> Neptune speeds up or so it seems.  This sextile aspect is actually 

> very good, since Neptune comes 20 years before pluto and imprints 

> certain visions into generations so when pluto comes with its mass 

> movements there exists a good understanding of whats to come.

> Yes these two decides most of whats on the agenda of humanity.

>

Hi Runar

93.

I'd not looked into this side of it at all, but it makes much sense. It 

is an unusal length of time for these planets to remain in aspect with 

each other. The obervation that you make regarding the 20 year time 

difference does seem to be a real factor. The Peace and Love of the late 

60's followed in the late 80's by the fall of the USSR, the ending of 

the Cold War and nuclear disarment being an example. Neptune has always 

been associated with Dreams and Visions and it seems particuarly 

relevant in this case. I've not done so much work with these lesser 

alignments as yet, although I have begun to explore the Grand aspects 

such as Triune alignments between three planets.

As a side issue I looked at the given dates for the reception of AL 

(using 8,9,10 April & I know that this may not be correct). From looking 

at it using geocentric astrology there did'nt seem much at all going on. 

It became slightly more interesting when I approached it on the 

Heliocentric model. There was a Grand Triune formed by Earth, Venus and 

Pluto for these three days. Mercury was also conjunct with Pluto on the 

8th. I am as yet uncertain as to how often this arrangement comes up, or 

when the next one is due, but a hunch says to me that this might be 

worth looking into.

>

> Conscerning a former question from you that I havent answered about 

> enochian finds and then on astrological cycles;  - We havent got 

> anyone that specific. From the work of Dee and Kelly there are names 

> which corresponds to only the 7 major planets. While we have got names 

> for the outer too. ( See system of QVYD) So to examine the energies of 

> a cycle I would just summon the objects which makes these cycles and 

> then just ask them to give me an expo of it. I did one work for the 

> venus cycle which was interesting as it explained me the mayan view of 

> Venus as a agent of war. But I think I still lack the understanding of 

> the difference between superior and inferior conjunction. Can you 

> recall if the Eq circle have said anything intelligible on this?

>

>

> 93 93

> Runar

The EQ things I have looked at have not said much intelligible at all 

regarding this, but I have looked into this a fair amount myself. The 

principle difference between the Superior and Inferior conjunctions is 

Venus' location in regards the Sun. Superior conjunctions are formed 

from Venus being farside of the Sun (Heliocentric Opposition) while the 

Inferior is Nearside (HC. conjunction). This amounts to a great 

variation in the duration of the conjunctions, allowing a small orb. 

This works out several weeks for Superior and a few Days for Inferior 

conjunctions when veiwed from the Earth. My workings suggest that the 

Inferior conjunction is the time of Conception, while Superior is 

charcterised by Birth. These form approx 9 month's apart which happens 

to be the length of the human gestation cycle.

When taken collectively it runs:

Inferior Conunction (Earth + Venus closes together): Conception - 

Pregnancy begins.

9 Months of Gestation

Superior Conjunction (Earth + Venus furthest apart): The Child is Born

9 Months of Breastfeading (Natures Contraceptive!)

Inferior Conjunction - The Child is weaned and the womb becomes 

receptive once more.

and so on.

If you have a copy of Levi's Transcendental Magick to hand Part 2 Chap. 

5 has some interesting ideas regarding this. In my opinion, and it is 

only that, this forms the complement to the Moon in the biological 

repoductive cycle, and over evolution these have reproduced the rythems 

in the Human Organism. It seems evident that this has been widely known 

and used for a long time although largely absent in modern times it 

seems. Perhaps the half the Jew's have in AL is reference to the 

Pentgram of the Microcom and the half to unite it with is the Hexagram?

In Dee's system the pentagram dosn't seem figure much at all except for 

on the Seal of Truth. Perhaps it acts like a focus for things coming 

into our system in this regard? I don't know if this is so or not, but 

it seems to fit. I am fairly convinced that the reference to the 5 

Princes does refer to this in some way, but unfortunately for us when 

Dee asked what they represent he was just told that the knowledge of 

them wouldnt help. I have heard a couple of solutions to this, but 

neither of them seem to fit very well. I don't agree with the use of the 

names drawn from the Black Cross, as these dont give the impression of 

being under or following the Solar Kings. The other was based around 

continuing the whorl of the king outwards to generate the Princes, but 

it dosn't seem convincing enough to me.

My own experiementation tends to find them as made up from the letters 

at the center of the Great and Lesser Crosses. When viewed as 'carying 

the train' One is above the King and the Four others form the base 

angles of a pyramid, which is the pentagram built into 3 dimensions 

symbolic of the Womb, or Tomb. They seem to connect to the Terrestial 

Parts of the Earth rather than the other Angels. If placed in order they 

run:

Name of God

King

Prince

Governor ( Duke or Baron )

This seems to accord with the strucutre of the World known to Dee at the 

time with God Ruling the King. The King then rules the whole Kingdom. 

Each 'country' of the Kingdom is ruled by the Princes. the Governors 

rule over the individual regions in each 'country'. I am still more at 

the beginning of this exploration that then end, and so experimenting 

with them. The 19th Key seems to be the most useful in this regards as I 

am working with them in connection with the Aires.

I note that in connection to the QVYD system that Babalon gives a 

Pentagram. maybe she knows more about this?
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93 PJ,



  

Most of what i read in your illuminating essay in regards the Gnostic Cycles seems to only be applicable to Planet Earth. In the near future we will have the choice of incarnating (perhaps next time round??) in fleshly bodies on other spheres such as Mars, which will have it's own cycles to be worked out. We will also be able to travel there and so cross over between one set of cycles and another. Things such as the Aeon of Aquarius would not be applicable in these outside cases, however the formula of Thelema would be, making it universal in scope.Crowley may well have misunderstood what the Aeon of Horus (and Maat with its other time stream as AC notes) was in terms of time length. He was largley basing it on the 7 ages of humanity rather than the terrestial time circle and processional shift in my opinion. 
From Mars, we will see the same constellations, though we will have a different vantage point on many things.  And by the time we actually inhabit other planets a new consciousness and mythos will reign over our race.  Thelema will be interesting historically at that time.
But would you elaborate on the 7 ages of humanity?  What was Crowley basing his ideas on? 

The 7 Ages are based on Blavatsky's idea  I believe not sure where She got them. These were labeled into Aryan, Atlantean, Lemurian etc. Grant's revision of this into 7 'Aeons' is more lucid and more to the point. You've most likely seen it before, but i paraphrase it below if not

Aeon 0 is of the Void
Aeon 1 is of Chaos (Primeval)
Aeon 2 is of Earth (Star & Earth Cults)
Aeon 3 is Pagan (Mother/Lunar Cults)
Aeon 4 is Paternistic (Father/Solar Cults)
Aeon 5 is Atomic (Thelemic)
Aeon 6 is Reintigration??  (Maatian)

These obviously do not follow into a logical, or processional idea of time. It is possible that they connect with a time circle in some way, but not in any that I have seen directly.. Some of these periods have lasted for many tens of thousands of years and some shorter. It appears that they get closer together as they progress.

As a theory towards progression then perhaps it works as some kind of critical mass derived through reverse imbalance. Each Aeon building up to a point where the shift occurs and the next Aeon begins. In the case of AL, the Solar/Father idea had reached a point where the realization that the Sun was a Fusion Reactor broke through into global awareness and formed another shift. The Tantriks and Gnostics seemed to grasp this idea in some way imo as the formula of bi-polar sexual gnosis forms part of the current Atomic formula. How long this will last, I would not want to hazard a guess in terms of Humanity, but the reflex of this Shift means that the Next Aeon is starting to make signs that it's on route.Naturally the idea of the Demiurges evolves too. 




 
pj-
It's an interesting theory and at least a more subtle development from the
present 11-Sephira system of 32 paths.  Certainly  in the present system I
see openings, such as connecting Da'ath to both the Supernal and Ethical
triads.  There is precedent in our collective experience for this.  It would
be a much bigger project to try to find so many other paths as your ambition
informs you.  I'd certainly be interested in your scratch notes on this.
  

Fortunatly 10 of the Spheres and 45 paths have already been well mapped out by astrology and have been leaving their mark on us since the dawn of time. This makes them very well ingrained indeed.  
Would you elaborate on this?
This is simply based on the Planets and Conjunctions as we understand them. They have been exerting a subtle influence for millions of years. You can extend the framework as far as one would like, each magician establishing connections to further locations and forging the pathways in the process. Earth has a pathway to Mercury, Venus, Mars, Sun ....etc.....etc....... The same so for all the other spheres. These operate on the deeper strata of awareness being much more subtle than things such as the Moon. 


 

They also have the advantage of being applicable to a magician on any planet in the Solar System and not just Earth which could be important in the future.I am sure other systems will flower as well. 
Why consider this now?  Do you think we'll be inhabiting planets in the near future? 
 93/93
pj 

Its just a byproduct of the system. Besides it will be a sad day indeed when the Magicians are behind the Scientists in terms of human advancement. Several Traditions hold that incarnation is possible on other spheres and planes in a non physical manner. As far as physical people go then not for a while. But it is only a matter of time. NASA is already looking into sending people to Mars, and Richard Branson has plans for a Hotel in Space (how would one do Resh with a sunrise every 93 minutes?!). The real key to this, I believe, will lay in the grasping of the principles of Fusion (not just nuclear). 
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Hi Darren,
93
I've spent the whole morning searching for Blavatsky's comments on the cycles you mention.  Overall, she notes many cycles and cycles within cycles with the largest being many trillions of years.  And I've attached a couple of documents.  But it seems 'Isis Unveiled' is the place to search and I've run out of time this morning.  However, I found this quote so far:
  

It will be observed that this philosophy of cycles, which was allegorized by the Egyptian Hierophants in the "circle of necessity," explains at the same time the allegory of the "Fall of man." According to the Arabian descriptions, each of the seven chambers of the Pyramids -- those grandest of all cosmic symbols -- was known by the name of a planet. The peculiar architecture of the Pyramids shows in itself the drift of the metaphysical thought of their builders. The apex is lost in the clear blue sky of the land of the Pharaohs, and typifies the primordial point lost in the unseen universe from whence started the first race of the spiritual prototypes of man. Each mummy, from the moment that it was embalmed, lost its physical individuality in one sense; it symbolized the human race. Placed in such a way as was best calculated to aid the exit of the "soul," the latter had to pass through the seven planetary chambers before it made its exit through the symbolical apex. Each chamber typified, at the same time, one of the seven spheres, and one of the seven higher types of physico-spiritual humanity alleged to be above our own. Every 3,000 years, the soul, representative of its race, had to return to its primal point of departure before it underwent another evolution into a more perfected spiritual and physical transformation. We must go deep indeed into the abstruse metaphysics of Oriental mysticism before we can realize fully the infinitude of the subjects that were embraced at one sweep by the majestic thought of its exponents. 
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THE THEORY OF CYCLES

IT is now some time since this theory, which was first propounded in the oldest religion of the world, Vedaism, then taught by various Greek philosophers, and afterwards defended by the Theosophists of the Middle Ages, but which came to be flatly denied by the wise men of the West, like everything else, in this world of negation, has been gradually coming into prominence again. This once, contrary to the rule, it is the men of science themselves who take up. Statistics of events of the most varied nature are fast being collected and collated with the seriousness demanded by important scientific questions. Statistics of wars and of the periods (or cycles) of the appearance of great men--at least those as have been recognised as such by their contemporaries and irrespective of later opinions; statistics of the periods of development and progress at large commercial centres; of the rise and fall of arts and sciences; of cataclysms, such as earthquakes, epidemics periods of extraordinary cold and heat; cycles of revolutions, and of the rise and fall of empires, &c.; all these are subjected turn to the analysis of the minutest mathematical calculations. Finally, even the occult significance of numbers in names of persons and names of cities, in events, and like matters, receives unwonted attention. If, on the one hand, a great portion of the educated public is running into atheism and scepticism, on the other hand, we find an evident current of mysticism forcing its way into science. It is the sign of an irrepressible need in humanity to assure itself that there is a Power Paramount over matter; an occult and mysterious law which governs the world, and which we should rather study and closely watch, trying to adapt ourselves to it, than blindly deny, and break our heads against the rock of destiny. ore than one thoughtful mind, while studying the fortunes and verses of nations and great empires, has been deeply struck by one identical feature in their history, namely, the inevitable recurrence of similar historical events reaching in turn every one of them, and after the same lapse of time. This analogy is found between the events to be substantially the same on the whole, though there may be more or less difference as to the outward form of details. Thus, the belief of the ancients in their astrologers, soothsayers and prophets might have been warranted by the verification of many of their most important predictions, without these prognostications of future events implying of necessity anything very miraculous in themselves. The soothsayers and augurs having occupied in days of the old civilizations the very same position now occupied by our historians, astronomers and meteorologists, there was nothing more wonderful in the fact of the former predicting the downfall of an empire or the loss of a battle, than in the latter predicting the return of a comet, a change of temperature, or, perhaps, the final conquest of Afghanistan. The necessity for both these classes being acute, observers apart, there was the study of certain sciences to be pursued then as well as they are now. The science of today will have become an "ancient" science a thousand years hence. Free and open, scientific study now is to all, whereas it was then confined but to the few. Yet, whether ancient or modern, both may be called exact sciences; for, if the astronomer of today draws his observations from mathematical calculations, the astrologer of old also based his prognostication upon no less acute and mathematically correct observations of the ever-recurring cycles. And, because the secret of this science is now being lost, does that give any warrant to say that it never existed, or that, to believe in it, one must be ready to swallow "magic," "miracles" and the like stuff? "If, in view of the eminence to which modern science has reached, the claim to prophesy future events must be regarded as either a child's play or a deliberate deception," says a writer in the Novoyé Vremya, the best daily paper of literature and politics of St. Petersburg, "then we can point at science which, in its turn, has now taken up and placed on record the question, in its relation to past events, whether there is or is not in the constant repetition of events a certain periodicity; in other words, whether these events recur after a fixed and determined period of years with every nation; and if a periodicity there be, whether this periodicity is due to blind chance or depends on the same natural laws, on which are more or less dependent many of the phenomena of human life." Undoubtedly the latter. And the writer has the best mathematical proof of it in the timely appearance of such works as that of Dr. E. Zasse, under review, and of a few others. Several learned works, treating upon this mystical subject, have appeared of late, and of some of these works and calculations we will now treat; the more readily as they are in most cases from the pens of men of eminent learning. Having already in the June number of the THEOSOPHIST noticed an article by Dr. Blohvitz On the significance of the number Seven,1 with every nation and people--a learned paper which appeared lately in the German journal Die Gegenwart--we will now summarize the opinions of the press in general, on a more suggestive work by a well-known German scientist, E. Zasse, with certain reflections of our own. It has just appeared in the Prussian Journal of Statistics, and powerfully corroborates the ancient theory of Cycles. These periods, which bring around ever-recurring events, begin from the infinitesimal small--say of ten years--rotation and reach to cycles which require 250, 500, 700 and 1000 years, to effect their revolutions around themselves, and within one another. All are contained within the Máhá-Yug, the "Great Age" or Cycle of the Manu calculation, which itself revolves between two eternities--the "Pralayas" or Nights of Brahma. As, in the objective world of matter, or the system of effects, the minor constellations and planets gravitate each and all around he sun, so in the world of the subjective, or the system of causes, these innumerable cycles all gravitate between that which the finite intellect of the ordinary mortal regards as eternity, and the till finite, but more profound, intuition of the sage and philosopher views as but an eternity within THE ETERNITY. "As above, so it is below," runs the old Hermetic maxim. As an experiment in his direction, Dr. Zasse selected the statistical investigations of all the wars, the occurrence of which has been recorded in history, as a subject which lends itself more easily to scientific verification than any other. To illustrate his subject in the simplest and most easily comprehensible way, Dr. Zasse represents the periods of war and the periods of peace in the shape of small and large rave-lines running over the area of the old world. The idea is not new one, for, the image was used for similar illustrations by ore than one ancient and mediaeval mystic, whether in words or picture--by Henry Kunrath, for example. But it serves well its purpose and gives us the facts we now want. Before he treats, however, of the cycles of wars, the author brings in the record of the rise and fall of the world's great empires, and shows the degree of activity they have played in the Universal History. He points out the fact that if we divide the map of the Old World into five parts--into Eastern, Central, and Western Asia, Eastern and Western Europe, and Egypt--then we will easily perceive that very 250 years, an enormous wave passes over these areas, bringing into each in its turn the events it has brought to the one next preceding. This wave we may call "the historical wave" of the 250 years' cycle. The reader will please follow this mystical number of years.

The first of these waves began in China, 2,000 years B.C.--the "golden age" of this Empire, the age of philosophy, of discoveries and reforms. "In 1750 B.C., the Mongolians of Central Asia establish a powerful empire. In 1500, Egypt rises from its temporary degradation and carries its sway over many parts of Europe and Asia; and about 1250, the historical wave reaches and crosses over to Eastern Europe, filling it with the spirit of the Argonautic expedition, and dies out in 1000 B.C. at the siege of Troy."

A second historical wave appears about that time in Central Asia. "The Scythians leave her steppes, and inundate towards the year 750 B.C. the adjoining countries, directing themselves towards the South and West; about the year 500 in Western Asia begins an epoch of splendour for ancient Persia; and the wave moves on to the east of Europe, where, about 250 B.C., Greece reaches her highest state of culture and civilization--and further on to the West, where, at the birth of Christ, the Roman Empire finds itself at its apogee of power and greatness."

Again, at this period we find the rising of a third historical wave at the far East. After prolonged revolutions, about this time, China forms once more a powerful empire, and its arts, sciences and commerce flourish again. Then 250 years later, we find the Huns appearing from the depths of Central Asia; in the year 500 A.D. a new and powerful Persian kingdom is formed; in 750--in Eastern Europe--the Byzantine empire; and, in the year 1,000--on its western side--springs up the second Roman Power, the Empire of the Papacy, which soon reaches an extraordinary development of wealth and brilliancy.

At the same time, the fourth wave approaches from the Orient. China is again flourishing; in I 250, the Mongolian wave from Central Asia has overflowed and covered an enormous area of land, including with it Russia. About 1500, in Western Asia, the Ottoman Empire rises in all its might and conquers the Balkan peninsula; but at the same time in Eastern Europe, Russia throws off the Tartar yoke, and about 1750, during the reign of Empress Catherine, rises to an unexpected grandeur and covers itself with I glory. The wave ceaselessly moves further on to the West, and, beginning with the middle of the past century, Europe is living over an epoch of revolutions and reforms, and, according to the author, "if it is permissible to prophetize, then, about the year 2,000, Western Europe will have lived one of those periods of culture and progress so rare in history." The Russian press, taking the cue, believes that "towards those days the Eastern Question will be finally settled, the national dissensions of the European peoples will come to an end, and the dawn of the new millennium will witness the abolishment of armies and an alliance between all the European empires." The signs of regeneration are also fast multiplying in Japan and China, as if pointing to the approach of a new historical wave at the extreme East.

If, from the cycle of two-and-a-half century duration, we descend to those which leave their impress every century, and, grouping together the events of ancient history, will mark the development and rise of empires, then we will assure ourselves that, beginning from the year 700 B.C., the centennial wave pushes forward, bringing into prominence the following nations--each in its turn--the Assyrians, the Medes, the Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, the Carthaginians, the Romans and the Germanians.

The striking periodicity of the wars in Europe is also noticed by Dr. E. Zasse. Beginning with 1700 A.D., every ten years have been signalized by either a war or a revolution. The periods of the strengthening and weakening of the warlike excitement of the European nations represent a wave strikingly regular in its periodicity, flowing incessantly, as if propelled onward by some invisible fixed law. This same mysterious law seems at the same time to make these events coincide with astronomical wave or cycle, which, at every new revolution, is accompanied by the very marked appearance of spots in the sun. The periods, when the European powers have shown the most destructive energy, are marked by a cycle of 50 years' duration. It would be too long and tedious to enumerate them from the beginning of History. We may, therefore, limit our study to the cycle beginning with the year 1712, when all the European nations were fighting at the same time--the Northern, and the Turkish wars, and the war for the throne of Spain. About 1761, the "Seven Years' War"; in 1810 the wars of Napoleon I. Towards 1861, the wave has a little deflected from its regular course, but, as if to compensate for it, or, propelled, perhaps, with unusual forces, the years directly preceding, as well as those which followed it, left in history the records of the most fierce and bloody war--the Crimean war--in the former period, and the American Rebellion in the latter one. The periodicity in the wars between Russia and Turkey appears peculiarly striking and represents a very characteristic wave. At first the intervals between the cycles, returning upon themselves, are of thirty years' duration--17I0, 1740, 1770; then these intervals diminish, and we have a cycle of twenty years--1790, 1810, 1829-30; then the intervals widen again--1853 and 1878. But, if we take note of the whole duration of the in-flowing tide of the warlike cycle, then we will have at the centre of it--from 1768 to 1812--three wars of seven years' duration each, and, at both ends, wars of two years.

Finally, the author comes to the conclusion that, in view of facts, it becomes thoroughly impossible to deny the presence of a regular periodicity in the excitement of both mental and physical forces in the nations of the world. He proves that in the history of all the peoples and empires of the Old World, the cycles marking the millenniums, the centennials as well as the minor ones of 50 and 10 years' duration, are the most important, inasmuch as neither of them has ever yet failed to bring in its rear some more or less marked event in the history of the nation swept over by these historical waves.

The history of India is one which, of all histories, is the most vague and least satisfactory. Yet, were its consecutive great events noted down, and its annals well searched, the law of cycles would be found to have asserted itself here as plainly as in every other country in respect of its wars, famines, political exigencies and other matters.

In France, a meteorologist of Paris went to the trouble of compiling the statistics of the coldest seasons, and discovered, at the same time, that those years, which had the figure 9 in them, had been marked by the severest winters. His figures run thus: In 859 A.D., the northern part of the Adriatic sea was frozen and was covered for three months with ice. In 1179, in the most moderate zones, the earth was covered with several feet of snow. In 1209, in France, the depth of snow and the bitter cold caused such a scarcity of fodder that most of the cattle perished in that country In 1249, the Baltic Sea, between Russia, Norway and Sweden remained frozen for many months and communication was held by sleighs. In 1339, there was such a terrific winter in England, that vast numbers of people died of starvation and exposure. In 1409, the river Danube was frozen from its sources to its mouth in the Black Sea. In 1469 all the vineyards and orchards perished in consequence of the frost. In 1609, in France, Switzerland and Upper Italy, people had to thaw their bread and provisions before they could use them. In 1639, the harbour of Marseilles was covered with ice to a great distance. In 1659 all the rivers in Italy were frozen. In 1699 the winter in France and Italy proved the severest and longest of all. The prices for articles of food were so much raised that half of the population died of starvation. In 1709 the winter was no less terrible. The ground was frozen in France, Italy and Switzerland, to the depth of several feet, and the sea, south as well as north, was covered with one compact and thick crust of ice, many feet deep, and for a considerable space of miles, in the usually open sea. Masses of wild beasts, driven out by the cold from their dens in the forests, sought refuge in villages and even cities; and the birds fell dead to the ground by hundreds. In 1729, 1749 and 1769 (cycles of 20 years' duration) all the rivers and streams were ice-bound all over France for many weeks, and all the fruit trees perished. In 1789, France was again visited by a very severe winter. In Paris, the thermometer stood at 19 degrees of frost. But the severest of all winters proved that of 1829. For fifty-four consecutive days, all the roads in France were covered with snow several feet deep, and all the rivers were frozen. Famine and misery reached their climax in the country in that year. In 1839 there was again in France a most terrific and trying cold season. And now the winter of 1879 has asserted its statistical rights and proved true to the fatal influence of the figure 9. The meteorologists of other countries are invited to follow suit and make their investigations likewise, for the subject is certainly one of the most fascinating as well as instructive kind.

Enough has been shown, however, to prove that neither the ideas of Pythagoras on the mysterious influence of numbers, nor the theories of ancient world-religions and philosophies are as shallow and meaningless as some too forward free-thinkers would have had the world to believe.

Theosophist, July, 1880
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'Evolution As the word is used in theosophy it means the "unwrapping," "unfolding," "rolling out" of latent powers and faculties native to and inherent in the entity itself, its own essential characteristics, or more generally speaking, the powers and faculties of its own character: the Sanskrit word for this last conception is svabhâva. Evolution, therefore, does not mean merely that brick is added to brick, or experience merely topped by another experience, or that variation is superadded on other variations -- not at all: for this would make of man and of other entities mere aggregates of incoherent and unwelded parts, without an essential unity or indeed any unifying principle.

'In theosophy evolution means that man has in him (as indeed have all other evolving entities) everything that the cosmos has because he is an inseparable part of it. He is its child; one cannot separate man from the universe. Everything that is in the universe is in him, latent or active, and evolution is the bringing forth of what is within . . .

'There are no limits in any direction where evolution can be said to begin, or where we can conceive of it as ending; for evolution in the theosophical conception is but the process followed by the centers of consciousness or monads as they pass from eternity to eternity, so to say, in a beginningless and endless course of unceasing growth. . . .

'The key to the meaning of evolution, therefore, in theosophy is the following: the core of every organic entity is a divine monad or spirit, expressing its faculties and powers through the ages in various vehicles which change by improving as the ages pass. These vehicles are not physical bodies alone, but also the interior sheaths of consciousness which together form man's entire constitution extending from the divine monad through the intermediate ranges of consciousness to the physical body. The evolving entity can become or show itself to be only what it already essentially is in itself -- therefore evolution is a bringing out or unfolding of what already preexists, active or latent, within.' (OG 48-50) 

'Evolution is not merely an automatic response to external stimuli, but it is first of all action from within, unceasing attempts in self-expression; and each response to the external stimuli, which the natural environment provides, gives opportunity for a larger and fuller measure of self-expression.' (MiE 149) 

'The whole effort of evolution . . . is not merely to bring out that which is within each [divine] seed, but also that each individual monad, and each ego, and each soul, shall gather up from the matter in which it works other less progressed entities which become parts of itself, and shall carry them along with it on the arc of the evolutionary journey upwards.' (FEP 162) 

'The whole course of Evolution is the raising up unto ever higher standards of self-expression, of the spiritual grandeur within, of all the entities and beings which form the hierarchical hosts of the Boundless Universe. Everything helps everything else; nothing and no entity lives unto itself alone; every entity and everything is but a part of another entity still more grand, still more sublime.' (HPBM 148) 

'The urge behind evolution [is] the divine hunger in the Universe to grow greater, to advance, to grow . . . It is innate in the Universe. Why this is so, no one can say. Perhaps the gods do not know. All we men can say is that it is so. Everything grows and yearns to grow greater, to become grander, to rise, to advance, to evolve; and the objective is to become one self-consciously with the Boundless -- something which can never be reached! Therein is infinite beauty, for there is no final ending for growth . . . 

'What we may call a blind striving or struggle for betterment in the atoms, becomes in man a self-conscious yearning to grow, . . . and this same urge becomes in the gods a divine knowledge that they are parts of the Universe and are growing to take a vaster self-conscious part in the Universal Labor.' (SOP 568-9) 

'Evolution takes place on every one of the planes which form the inner constitution of every composite being or entity; and we have, therefore, (a) divine evolution; (b) spiritual evolution; (c) intellectual evolution; (d) the evolution of the psycho-mental human soul; (e) astral evolution; and (f) evolution of the physical body. This is but another way of saying that man is a Microcosm or Little World containing in himself hosts of inferior entities through which he manifests himself, each one of which inferior entities is a learning and evolving being; even as the Macrocosmos or Great World of the Universe contains in itself its own hosts of learning and evolving beings and entities in their almost endless series of hierarchies.

'Moreover, evolution is teleologic, that is to say, it is purposive, working towards a destined end. But this purposiveness in evolution, this inherent urge or drive to betterment, is in the entity itself, and is not imposed upon it from without, either by a god or gods existing outside of and separate and different from the evolving entity, or, on the other hand, by physical nature alone. Nevertheless, all these hierarchies exist each within the vital compass or sphere of a still larger and grander hierarchy, so that the encompassing influences of these larger hierarchies flow constantly through the minor hierarchies which each such larger unit contains. Thus is nature in all her divisions and compartments mysteriously and most wonderfully and inextricably interlinked and interlocked and interworking and interblending. 

'Physical nature furnishes one phase of the environment or fields of possible experience within which the various hosts of monadic essences work; and it is in these physical fields of experience that the various races of physical bodies which biological science calls by various names such as Classes, Orders, Families, Genera, and Species, of physical living beings, exist, and are the means for the continuous self-expression of the evolving hosts of Monads or consciousness-centers.

'It is the realization of this inner focus of energy, inherent as an individual in every evolving unit, which is lacking in the scientific conception of evolution -- an ignorance likewise of the existence of inner and invisible spheres in which the physical world is rooted, and from which the forces which infill this physical universe flow.' (ET 287-8) 

'Involution The reverse process or procedure of evolution. As evolution means the unfolding, the unwrapping, the rolling forth, of what already exists and is latent, so involution means the inwrapping, the infolding, the ingoing of what previously exists or has been unfolded, etc. Involution and evolution . . . are two names for two phases of the same procedure of growth, and are eternally coactive and interactive. As an example, the so-called descent of the monads into matter means an involution or involving or infolding of spiritual potencies into material vehicles which coincidently and contemporaneously, through the compelling urge of the infolding energies, unfold their own latent capacities, unwrap them, roll them forth; and this is the evolution of matter. Thus what is the involution of spirit is contemporaneously and pari passu the evolution of matter. Contrariwise, on the ascending or luminous arc when the involved monadic essences begin to rise towards their primordial spiritual source they begin to unfold or unwrap themselves as previously on the descending arc they had infolded or inwrapped themselves. But this process of unfolding or evolution of the monadic essences is contemporaneous with and pari passu with the infolding and inwrapping, the involution, of the material energies and powers. 

'Human birth and death are outstanding illustrations or examples of the same thing. The child is born, and as it grows to its full efflorescence of power it evolves or rolls forth certain inherent characteristics or energies or faculties, all derived from the human being's svabhâva or ego. Contrariwise, when the decline of human life begins, there is a slow infolding or inwrapping of these same facilities which thus seem gradually to diminish. These facilities and energies thus evolved forth in earth-life are the working of the innate spiritual and intellectual and psychical characteristics impelling and compelling the vehicular or body sides of the human constitution to express themselves as organs becoming more and more perfect as the child grows to maturity.

'After death the process is exactly the reverse. The material or vehicular side of the being grows less and less strong and powerful, more and more involved, and becoming with every step in the process more dormant. But contemporaneously and coincidently the distinctly spiritual and intellectual powers and faculties themselves become released from the vehicles and begin to expand into ever larger efflorescence, attaining their maximum in the devachan.' (OG 71-3) 

'Svabhâva has two general philosophical meanings: first, self-begetting, self-generation, self-becoming, the general idea being that there is no merely mechanical or soulless activity of nature in bringing us into being, for we brought ourselves forth, in and through and by nature, of which we are a part of the conscious forces, and therefore are our own children. The second meaning is that each and every entity that exists is the result of what he actually is spiritually in his own higher nature: he brings forth that which he is in himself interiorly, nothing else. A particular race, for instance, remains and is that race as long as the particular race-svabhâva remains in the racial seed and manifests thus. Likewise is the case with a man, a tree, a star, a god . . . Svabhâva, in short, may be called the essential individuality of any monad, expressing its own characteristics, qualities, and type, by self-urged evolution.' (OG 170) 

'When any entity or being awakens into manifestation, the process commences in every case by the beginning of emanation from within the hitherto "sleeping" divine entity. [Emanation] signifies flowing out from, much as thought flows out from the mind, or a river flows out from its originating spring. Emanation is continuously in process throughout the entire life-term of any manifesting entity, great or small; and indeed every evolutionary advance is a growth achieved because of the emanating or flowing forth of powers, attributes, and faculties from the entity's inner being. 

'We may think of emanation and evolution as being almost if not exactly identical. In fact they are merely two manners of viewing the same process, whether cosmic or infinitesimal. Evolution signifies unfolding and thus releasing what is already pre-existent as unmanifested power and faculty within the entity. When emanation on any planet begins, at the same instant evolution likewise commences. Otherwise stated, once a quality or faculty begins to flow forth from the essence of the monad, from that instant it likewise begins to unfold its swabhâva or characteristic attributes.' (FSO 103) 

'We find nature repeating herself everywhere, although such repetition of course is not merely a running in the same old ruts on each recurrence of the cyclic activity; for each recurrence is of course the expression of a modification, more or less great, of what has preceded. Day succeeds night, winter succeeds summer, the planets circulate around the suns in regular and periodical courses; and these are but familiar examples of cyclical activity.

'Cycles in nature show the time periods of periodic recurrence along and in which any evolving entity or thing expresses the energies and powers which are itself, so that cycles and evolution are like the two sides of a coin . . . ; but back of this apparently double but actually single process always lie profound karmic causes.' (OG 32-3) 

'The Secret Doctrine teaches the progressive development of everything, worlds as well as atoms; and this stupendous development has neither conceivable beginning nor imaginable end. Our "Universe" is only one of an infinite number of Universes, all of them "Sons of Necessity," because links in the great Cosmic chain of Universes, each one standing in the relation of an effect as regards its predecessor, and being a cause as regards its successor. 

'The appearance and disappearance of the Universe are pictured as an outbreathing and inbreathing of "the Great Breath," which is eternal, and which, being Motion, is one of the three aspects of the Absolute -- Abstract Space and Duration being the other two.' (SD 1:43) 


'There are two interacting energy-substance lines in the kosmos, which together comprise the totality of all evolutionary processes: first, the lower, the kosmokratores, or world builders; and second, the higher, the intelligences impelling the former into action and overseeing their evolutionary ways. The second class [comprises] the Hierarchy of Compassion.

'Now these two lines of action, or classes, may also be called (a) the left-hand or matter-side, and (b) the right-hand or spirit-side, i.e., (a) the builders, the kosmokratores, who are in fact (in one sense) the lower principles of (b) the dhyâni-buddhas, who . . . are of the inner kosmos, as the kosmokratores or builders, also called planetary spirits or dhyâni-chohans of a lower grade, are of the outer or material kosmos . . .' (FEP 334)

'The action and interaction of these two lines of energy supply the motive forces behind evolution, behind progress; and the course which evolution takes really arises in, springs out from, and is inaugurated by, the impulses at the opening of the manvantaric cycle given to the dark or matter-side of existence by the dhyâni-chohans, . . . the higher parts or entities of [the] Hierarchy of Compassion. It is the keynotes furnished by them, the primal and original impulses depending of course upon destiny (or karma), which give the originating plan and the driving power behind everything that happens in that manvantara throughout its cycle of evolution until its close . . .' (FEP 321-2) 

'The One is infinite and unconditioned. It cannot create, for It can have no relation to the finite and conditioned. If everything we see, from the glorious suns and planets down to the blades of grass and the specks of dust, had been created by the Absolute Perfection and were the direct work of even the First Energy that proceeded from It, then every such thing would have been perfect, eternal, and unconditioned like its author. The millions upon millions of imperfect works found in Nature testify loudly that they are the products of finite, conditioned beings -- though the latter were and are Dhyâni-Chohans, Archangels, or whatever else they may be named. In short, these imperfect works are the unfinished production of evolution, under the guidance of the imperfect Gods. . . . This imperfection is one of the arguments of the Secret Science in favour of the existence and activity of these "Powers." ' (BCW 14:216-7) 

' "Nature" is imperfect, hence of necessity makes "mistakes," because its action derives from hosts of entities at work -- what we see around us all the time is proof of it. . . . If [nature] had sprung from the "hands of the immutable Deity," . . . it would be a perfect work. It is much to the contrary, as we know, and its imperfections or "mistakes" arise from the fact that the beings existing in and working in and controlling and making nature extend in endless hierarchies from the Inmost of the Inmost, from the Highest of the Highest, downwards for ever, upwards for ever, in all degrees of imperfection and of perfection . . .' (FEP 57) 

'The Universe is worked and guided from within outwards. As above so it is below, as in heaven so on earth; and man -- the microcosm and miniature copy of the macrocosm -- is the living witness to this Universal Law and to the mode of its action. We see that every external motion, act, gesture, whether voluntary or mechanical, organic or mental, is produced and preceded by internal feeling or emotion, will or volition, and thought or mind. As no outward motion or change, when normal, in man's external body can take place unless provoked by an inward impulse, given through one of the three functions named, so with the external or manifested Universe. The whole Kosmos is guided, controlled, and animated by almost endless series of Hierarchies of sentient Beings, each having a mission to perform, and who . . . are the agents of Karmic and Cosmic Laws. They vary infinitely in their respective degrees of consciousness and intelligence . . . For each of these Beings either was or prepares to become, a man, if not in the present, then in a past or a coming cycle (Manvantara).' (SD 1:274-5) 

'The whole order of nature evinces a progressive march towards a higher life. There is design in the action of the seemingly blindest forces. The whole process of evolution with its endless adaptations is a proof of this. The immutable laws that weed out the weak and feeble species, to make room for the strong, and which ensure the "survival of the fittest," though so cruel in their immediate action -- all are working toward the grand end. The very fact that adaptations do occur, that the fittest do survive in the struggle for existence, shows that what is called "unconscious Nature" is in reality an aggregate of forces manipulated by semi-intelligent beings (Elementals) guided by High Planetary Spirits, (Dhyan Chohans), whose collective aggregate forms the manifested verbum of the unmanifested LOGOS, and constitutes at one and the same time the MIND of the Universe and its immutable LAW.' (SD 1:277-8) 

'The Secret Doctrine teaches no Atheism, except in the Hindu sense of the word nastika, or the rejection of idols, including every anthropomorphic god. . . .
'It admits a Logos or a collective "Creator" of the Universe; a Demi-urgos -- in the sense implied when one speaks of an "Architect" as the "Creator" of an edifice, whereas that Architect has never touched one stone of it, but, while furnishing the plan, left all the manual labour to the masons; in our case the plan was furnished by the Ideation of the Universe, and the constructive labour was left to the Hosts of intelligent Powers and Forces. But that Demiurgos is no personal deity, -- i.e., an imperfect extra-cosmic god, -- but only the aggregate of the Dhyan-Chohans and the other forces. . . . 

'The dhyâni-chohans are dual in their character; being composed of (a) the irrational brute energy, inherent in matter, and (b) the intelligent soul or cosmic consciousness which directs and guides that energy, and which is the Dhyan-Chohanic thought reflecting the Ideation of the Universal mind. This results in a perpetual series of physical manifestations and moral effects on Earth, during manvantaric periods, the whole being subservient to Karma. As that process is not always perfect; and since, however many proofs it may exhibit of a guiding intelligence behind the veil, it still shows gaps and flaws, and even results very often in evident failures -- therefore, neither the collective Host (Demiurgos), nor any of the working powers individually, are proper subjects for divine honours or worship. All are entitled to the grateful reverence of Humanity, however, and man ought to be ever striving to help the divine evolution of Ideas, by becoming to the best of his ability a co-worker with nature in the cyclic task.' (SD 1:279-80) 


'Theosophists have nothing whatever against the physical side of the theory of evolution . . . What we object to is the utter unconcern [for] the other side of the theory . . . the evolution of spirit, silently developing and asserting itself more and more with every newly perfected form.' (BCW 2:185) 

'All things had their origin in spirit -- evolution having originally begun from above and proceeded downward, instead of the reverse, as taught in the Darwinian theory.' (SD 2:170/190) 

'The Universe was evolved out of its ideal plan, upheld through Eternity in the unconsciousness of that which the Vedantins call Parabrahm. . . . The active Power, the "Perpetual motion of the great Breath" only awakens Kosmos at the dawn of every new Period, setting it into motion by means of the two contrary [physical and spiritual] Forces, and thus causing it to become objective on the plane of Illusion. In other words, that dual motion transfers Kosmos from the plane of the Eternal Ideal into that of finite manifestation, or from the Noumenal to the phenomenal plane. Everything that is, was, and will be, eternally IS, even the countless forms, which are finite and perishable only in their objective, not in their ideal Form. They existed as Ideas, in the Eternity, and, when they pass away, will exist as reflections. Neither the form of man, nor that of any animal, plant or stone has ever been created, and it is only on this plane of ours that it commenced "becoming," i.e., objectivising into its present materiality, or expanding from within outwards, from the most sublimated and supersensuous essence into its grossest appearance. Therefore our human forms have existed in the Eternity as astral or ethereal prototypes; according to which models, the Spiritual Beings (or Gods) whose duty it was to bring them into objective being and terrestrial Life, evolved the protoplasmic forms of the future Egos from their own essence. After which, when this human Upadhi, or basic mould was ready, the natural terrestrial Forces began to work on those supersensuous moulds . . .' (SD 1:281-2) 

'There can be no objective form on Earth (nor in the Universe either), without its astral prototype being first formed in Space. From Phidias down to the humblest workman in the ceramic art -- a sculptor has had to create first of all a model in his mind, then sketch it in one and two dimensional lines, and then only can he reproduce it in a three dimensional or objective figure. And if human mind is a living demonstration of such successive stages in the process of evolution -- how can it be otherwise when NATURE'S MIND and creative powers are concerned?' (SD 2:660fn) 

'Of itself, natural selection can produce nothing, and only operates on the rough material presented to "it." The real question at issue is: what CAUSE -- combined with other secondary causes -- produces the "variations" in the organisms themselves. . . . Mere variability of type, apart from the supervisory presence of a quasi-intelligent impulse, is powerless to account for the stupendous complexities and marvels of the human body for instance. . . . It is an abuse of the reader's intelligence to write, as does Haeckel, of blind indifferent cells, "arranging themselves into organs." . . .

'Those purely secondary causes of differentiation, grouped under the head of sexual selection, natural selection, climate, isolation, etc., etc., . . . only come into operation after the physicalization of the primeval animal root-types out of the astral. Darwinism only meets Evolution at its midway point -- that is to say when astral evolution has given place to the play of the ordinary physical forces with which our present senses acquaint us. But even here the Darwinian Theory . . . is inadequate to meet the facts of the case. The underlying physiological variation in species -- one to which all other laws are subordinate and secondary -- is a sub-conscious intelligence pervading matter, ultimately traceable to a REFLECTION of the Divine and Dhyan-Chohanic wisdom.' (SD 2:648-9) 

'The difference between Darwinism and the theosophical teaching of evolution] is the contrast between evolving spirits building themselves bodies in the material worlds through which they express themselves, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the materialistic teaching that matter unaided and mistakenly supposed to be insensate or dead produces from its own inherent capacities spirituality, the noble powers of the intellect, the delicacy of the psychological nature, and the wonder and to science deeply mysterious adaptations which physical bodies exemplify and display in such profusion.' (ET 299fn) 

'A beast no more develops mechanically into a man than do pieces of ivory, cupfuls of polish, and pieces of wood and rolls of wire, naturally fall together and take proper form and "transform" themselves into a piano. Impossible! What makes a piano is the architect of it, the man, the thinker; so evolution is the working upon and in matter of the spiritual entity which takes and forms and urges onwards the material vehicles in which it is.' (FEP 336) 

'Mutations are caused by the fact that the evolving entity had accumulated . . . a habit or set of habits which remain latent for periods more or less indefinite. . . . When the environmental circumstances are appropriate for their manifestation, as in all other cases of suddenly appearing variations, out they come, and to all appearances a new species has started its evolutionary course.' (MiE 134) 

'The ladder of life is obviously discontinuous; none of the steps of this ladder melts into the next . . . Biologists [found] that each of [the] great groups below man -- the backboneless animals or invertebrates, and the vertebrates or backboned animals such as the fishes, amphibians, reptiles, birds and the mammals -- did not graduate into each other. Between these various groups there were vast hiatuses without known connecting links; and researchers hunted long and vainly for "missing links" . . .

'The problem is cleared up when we remember that evolution is continuous for each stock along its own particular pathway. Instead of there being one ladder of life, leading up to man who is the crown of that ladder, as it were, there are many such ladders of life, each such being composed of one of the great groups of animate entities.' (MiE 73, 77) 

'Research has shown that instead of its being the highest of any subphylum passing to the lowest of any higher subphylum, it is almost invariably the lowest representative in each phylum which are most alike in primitive features . . . This is because, springing from one common source, they naturally approximate both in type and character the farther back we can trace them. . . . What is this common point of departure? It is the human stock.' (MiE 75-6) 

'Man retains more of the basal mammalian features or characters in his body, that is, in his muscles, and in his skeleton, than any other animal now living on earth does; . . . the apes and monkeys have wandered far afield in that respect, far more so than man has wandered from the primitive mammalian stock, which was early man himself. . . .

'All developments of the beast stocks away from the primitive human strain may be said to be specializations, as they diverged more and more widely from the main trunk, each following its own genealogical branching. Their opportunity, indeed their capacity, to forge ahead along psychological lines was limited, though there were infinite possibilities in the way of physiological variations for them to pursue.

'Meanwhile the human race, most primitive of all, retained its comparative simplicity of bodily structure and function, because it was not solely concerned with mere experimentation and adaptation along physical lines. Once it had built for itself a suitable vehicle, it abandoned that line of evolution as a distinct line of evolution for its own sake, in order to bring into outer expression the far more important inner psychological, intellectual, and indeed spiritual factors locked within it.' (MiE 93, 132) 

'The human type is the repertory of all potential organic forms, and the central point from which these latter radiate.' (SD 2:683)

'Just as we are children of the gods, so are the beasts, the higher beasts, the mammalians especially, our off-throwings or offsprings . . . [I]t was man who threw off at various periods during his long past aeonic evolution the root-types which later specialized into the Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms. Indeed, the same thing is true of the Mineral Kingdom, but in the First Round . . .' (ET 332-3)

'When the word "Man" is used in this way it does not mean Man as he now is, but that particular stream of astral Monadic Essences who inform "Man" even at the present time.' (Dia 2:198)

'Man . . . holds within himself the history of all inferior types. . . . Every inferior or subordinate stock was originated as the vital off-throwings of man, these off-throwings being composed of cells of man's [former ethereal, ovoid] body. . . . It was these buds . . . which originated all the stocks below the mammalia in the preceding globe-round or great tidal wave of life, hundreds of millions of years ago. . . .

'The mammalia, however, were the off-throwings from man in the present great globe-round or great tidal wave of life, and had their origin from prehuman man in the very early part of the Mesozoic, and very probably in the last part of the preceding or Paleozoic era . . . They were originally buds or offspring from [the early] mindless and imperfect human stock; . . . the human spiritual entity was not yet then dominant in the human bodies of that time, and could not fully hold in abeyance the vital potencies of the cells which composed those buds . . . 

'The apes and the monkeys sprang from man likewise, but in another manner. The monkeys were born from the mindless human race which . . . in many cases allied themselves with animal beings who also originally had sprung from the human stock . . . 
This occurred during the Mesozoic or Secondary era . . . At a later date, toward the end of the great fourth stock-race, during the Miocene epoch, . . . some of [the] degenerate Atlantean or fourth-race men repeated "the sin of the mindless" with the lower simian stock then existing; and this second and still more shameful union originated the anthropoid apes. Hence it is small wonder that they resemble man, their half-parent, in so many particulars . . .' (MiE 140-1, 151-2) 


'Humanity is an emanation from divinity on its return path thereto.' (Key 217) 

'Nature is destitute of goodness or malice; she follows only immutable laws when she either gives life and joy, or sends suffering [and] death, and destroys what she has created. Nature has an antidote for every poison and her laws a reward for every suffering. The butterfly devoured by a bird becomes that bird, and the little bird killed by an animal goes into a higher form. It is the blind law of necessity and the eternal fitness of things, and hence cannot be called Evil in Nature. The real evil proceeds from human intelligence and its origin rests entirely with reasoning man who dissociates himself from Nature. . . . The origin of every evil whether small or great is in human action, in man whose intelligence makes him the one free agent in Nature.' (ML2 56-7; MLC 273-4) 

'The work of evolution begins on the descending arc and works its way upwards through the ascending arc. From this it follows that the force directed towards spirit is the one which must, though not without hard struggle, ultimately prevail. This is the great directing energy of Nature . . . If an individual attempts to move in a direction other than that in which Nature is moving, that individual is sure to be crushed, sooner or later, by the enormous pressure of the opposing force. We need not say that such a result would be the very reverse of pleasurable. The only way therefore, in which happiness might be attained, is by merging one's nature in great Mother Nature, and following the direction in which she herself is moving: this again, can only be accomplished by assimilating man's individual conduct with the triumphant force of Nature, the other force being always overcome with terrific catastrophes. The effort to assimilate the individual with the universal law is properly known as the practice of morality. Obedience to this universal law, after ascertaining it, is true religion, which has been defined by Lord Buddha "as the realization of the True." ' (BCW 5:340-1) 

'The universe manifests periodically, for purposes of the collective progress of the countless lives, the outbreathings of the One Life; in order that through the Ever-Becoming, every cosmic atom in this infinite Universe, passing from the formless and the intangible, through the mixed natures of the semi-terrestrial, down to matter in full generation, and then back again, reascending at each new period higher and nearer the final goal; that each atom, we say, may reach through individual merits and efforts that plane where it re-becomes the one unconditioned ALL. But between the Alpha and the Omega there is the weary "Road" hedged in by thorns, that "goes down first, then --
Winds up hill all the way 
Yes, to the very end. . . . ."

'Starting upon the long journey immaculate; descending more and more into sinful matter, and having connected himself with every atom in manifested Space -- the Pilgrim, having struggled through and suffered in every form of life and being, is only at the bottom of the valley of matter, and half through his cycle, when he has identified himself with collective Humanity. This, he has made in his own image. In order to progress upwards and homewards, the "God" has now to ascend the weary uphill path of the Golgotha of Life. It is the martyrdom of self-conscious existence. [H]e has to sacrifice himself to himself in order to redeem all creatures, to resurrect from the many into the One Life. Then he ascends into heaven indeed; where, plunged into the incomprehensible absolute Being and Bliss of Paranirvana, he reigns unconditionally, and whence he will re-descend again at the next "coming" . . .' (SD 1:268) 

'Personal virtue could claim no merit, unless it had passed through the furnace of temptation. Nothing is eternal and unchangeable, save the concealed Deity. Nothing that is finite -- whether because it had a beginning, or must have an end -- can remain stationary. It must either progress or recede; and a soul which thirsts after a reunion with its spirit, which alone confers upon it immortality, must purify itself through cyclic transmigrations onward toward the only land of bliss and eternal rest, called . . . by the Buddhists, "Nirvana."' (Key 112) 

There are ten kingdoms, or classes of monads: three elemental kingdoms, the mineral, vegetable, animal, and human kingdoms, and three dhyâni-chohanic or spiritual kingdoms. (See SOP 161, 184)

1. First elemental kingdom: unindividualized monadic corpuscles, highly fluidic in character.
2. Second elemental kingdom: separation into droplets of quasi-particularized entities.
3. Third elemental kingdom: more highly particularized beings, still bound together by a common vital organic existence. 
4. Mineral kingdom: quasi-individualized corpuscles, functioning in organic unity. 
5. Vegetable kingdom: pressure towards individualization increases. 
6. Beast kingdom: dawning of distinct individualized units.
7. Human kingdom: efflorescence of individuality, dawning of a general consciousness.
8. The Great Ones: full-grown individuality, self-conscious realization of a unifying general consciousness. 
9. Quasi-divine beings or lower gods: perfected individuality merging into a general consciousness, dawning of cosmic consciousness. 
10. Gods: emergence into conscious realization of cosmic consciousness, without loss of a perfected impersonal individuality. (See ET 940; HPBM 64-5) 

'The Kabalists say correctly that "MAN becomes a stone, a plant, an animal, a man, a Spirit, and finally God. Thus accomplishing his cycle or circuit and returning to the point from which he had started as the heavenly MAN." But by "Man" the divine Monad is meant, and not the thinking Entity, much less his physical body.' (SD 2:186; see MiE 57-8) 

'Every monadic essence, every monad, no matter where or in what period of time, is a learning entity, always advancing from the less to the more perfect. In any one cosmic manvantara it begins its evolutionary journey as an unself-conscious god-spark, passing through all the phases and experiences which that particular manvantara contains, and finishes as a fully perfected god.' (FSO 293) 

'The individuals of the kingdoms of the ascending arc are becoming with every important time period more fully self-conscious divine or spiritual egos, and thus their subservience to their hierarch is a gladly willing one; whereas the individuals of the kingdoms of the downward arc are blindly and unconsciously submissive to their respective kingdom-hierarchs because they have not sufficient egoity within themselves to become intellectual rebels as men so often are. This shows how the monad evolves from unself-consciousness into what is often assertive self-consciousness and, as it slowly ascends in evolution, the monad now become man changes his "rebellious" self-consciousness into divine and buddha-like self-forgetful subservience to the divine will of the Silent Watcher of our hierarchy.' (FSO 619) 

'The planes, or hierarchical system, of our Universe comprise seven manifested and three unmanifest planes. As each planetary chain in its new imbodiment takes place on the next higher or cosmic plane, in order to raise an un-self-conscious god-spark to self-conscious divinity there must therefore be seven reimbodiments of any planetary chain in the solar manvantara.' (Dia 2:306) 

'First an unself-conscious god-spark; then, after many revolvings through the lower kingdoms of nature, its inner faculties and powers manifest themselves in the human stage, the spark becoming a man, later on a divinity; and a glorious sun with its attendant family of planets, its own trailing and now partly grown monads; then a galaxy; and then a cluster of galaxies -- and where may we place a limiting end to the fundamental monad's unending growth? There is never an ending, nor, indeed, was there ever a beginning. . . . 

'The spirit-soul of man, the heart of the heart of him, is essentially one with Infinitude. Being co-extensive with boundless Space, born of its essence, life of its life, consciousness of its consciousness, it is timeless and deathless, for neither time nor death have sway over Infinitude.' (FSO 640-1) 

'When the Monadic Essence of a man enters, after leaving our own hierarchy of lives, into the more sublime realms of Cosmic Being, he enters them as an embryo entity, therein beginning his next upward climb on the first round of that new Ladder of Life until in the course of the revolving ages he shall have climbed higher and higher to the highest rung of that Ladder, when again he shall meet face to face with a new and still more sublime mystery, a hierarchy of ineffable experience. And thus it goes onwards forever.' (ITT 103) 

