Hi All,
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As it has been called:  The Great White Brotherhood.
It has been contradistinct to what has been referred to as the Black Lodge (and not a real lodge at all).
But really, would not the GWB be a Grey Council?
Are we not or is not life a shade of Grey?  We as Thelemites don't subscribe to the Manichaen cosmology of Good vs. Evil.
Any thoughts?
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Jungian psychology has it that the light is conscious truth and darkness is an absence of it, but that one cannot have light without darkness, which absorbs rather than reflects it. The GWB (was it Crowley who named it?) just sounds too formal anyway, and maybe a little arrogant or pretentious. 

Also, what about the yellow school of thought? Is that another philosophy altogether?

93

Cammy

Hi Cammy,
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Crowley did not give the GWB its name.  His adoption of this idea is a part of what he learned in the Golden Dawn.  And it has as much its source, Karl von Eckartshausen (Cloud Upon the Sanctuary) as it does the Theosophists and particularly HPB.
The Yellow School is the Oriental philosophy; Taoism, which has a great affinity with Thelema, but is not the same as Thelema.
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Its actually a very confusing thing that the A:.A:. is called the Great white brotherhood, when we all know the structure of the A:.A:. is based upon the tree of life which of course incorporates the three pillars and the threee schools of magick.
But this is how I understand it to operate. The A:.A:. must incorporate all the wisdom of all schools in ordder to fullfill its ambition of wisdom and also the possibilities of attainment. But the definition of the regular structure and mode of action is the one put up by the White school. This happens at the Magus level in the upper fields of chokhmah. This is the place where the eternal sows the seed of manifestation, and is therefore the anchor of the A:.A:. The cornerstone which allows the GWB to partake in all schools and learn them, wherefore the A:.A:. will have regular waves of the Black and the Yellow, but always returning and summarizing up the experience in the light of the Logos.
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