Excerpt from the Vagina Monologues.
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I come from the "down there" generation. That is, those were the words-spoken rarely and in a hushed voice-that the women in my family used to refer to all female genitalia, internal or external. 

It wasn't that they were ignorant of terms like vagina, labia, vulva, or clitoris. On the contrary, they were trained to be teachers and probably had more access to information than most. 

It wasn't even that they were unliberated, or "straitlaced," as they would have put it. One grandmother earned money from her strict Protestant church by ghostwriting sermons-of which she didn't believe a word-and then earned more by betting it on horse races. The other was a suffragist, educator, and even an early political candidate, all to the alarm of many in her Jewish community. As for my own mother, she had been a pioneer newspaper reporter years before I was born, and continued to take pride in bringing up her two daughters in a more enlightened way than she had been raised. I don't remember her using any of the slang words that made the female body seem dirty or shameful, and I'm grateful for that. As you'll see in these pages, many daughters grew up with a greater burden. 

Nonetheless, I didn't hear words that were accurate, much less prideful. For example, I never once heard the word clitoris. It would be years before I learned that females possessed the only organ in the human body with no function other than to feel pleasure. (If such an organ were unique to the male body, can you imagine how much we would hear about it-and what it would be used to justify?) Thus, whether I was learning to talk, to spell, or to take care of my own body; I was told the name of each of its amazing parts except in one unmentionable area. This left me unprotected against the shaming words and dirty jokes of the school yard and, later, against the popular belief that men, whether as lovers or physicians, knew more about women's bodies than women did. 

I first glimpsed the spirit of self-knowledge and freedom that you will find in these pages when I lived in India for a couple of years after college. In Hindu temples and shrines I saw the lingam, an abstract male genital symbol, but I also saw the yoni, a female genital symbol, for the first time: a flowerlike shape, triangle, or double-pointed oval. I was told that thousands of years ago, this symbol had been worshiped as more powerful than its male counterpart, a belief that carried over into Tantrism, whose central tenet is man's inability to reach spiritual fulfillment except through sexual and emotional union with woman's superior spiritual energy. It was a belief so deep and wide that even some of the woman-excluding, monotheistic religions that came later retained it in their traditions, although such beliefs were (and still are) marginalized or denied as heresies by mainstream religious leaders. 

For example: Gnostic Christians worshiped Sophia as the female Holy Spirit and considered Mary Magdalene the wisest of Christ's disciples; Tantric Buddhism still teaches that Buddhahood resides in the vulva; the Sufi mystics of Islam believe that fana, or rapture, can be reached only through Fravahi, the female spirit; the Shekina of Jewish mysticism is a version of Shakti, the female soul of God; and even the Catholic church included forms of Mary worship that focused more on the Mother than on the Son. In many countries of Asia, Africa, and other parts of the world where gods are still depicted in female as well as in male forms, altars feature the Jewel in the Lotus and other representations of the Lingam-in-the-yoni. In India, the Hindu goddesses Durga and Kali are embodiments of the yoni powers of birth and death, creation and destruction. 
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Hindu science lies at the heart of the Western Mystery Tradition.  If you refer to my article, http://www.astronargon.us/Gnostic%20Cycles.html, I show how India has a spiritual link to the U.S. as Greece had to Rome and Chaldea had to Egypt.  These are the three eagles; the three temples.  And reading through Nostradamus prophecies, I can see how he predicted the U.S. as holding the destiny of the planet into the Aquarian Age; even this in-between time called the Aeon of Horus, as I speak about in the same article and in my articles, http://www.astronargon.us/the_third_covenant.html & http://www.astronargon.us/Eagle%20&%20Temple.html.  I have been suggesting for a long time, that America holds this destiny, even in my article, , and in my EQ work, http://www.astronargon.us/Liber%20805.html; where I focus on American symbols for the letters of the English alphabet.
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It makes even more sense when one considers that Sanskrit, the ancient language of India, is the ancestor (root) of the Indo-European family of languages.
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Archaeologists Dig Up Prehistoric Couple 

The Associated Press 

By ARIEL DAVID 

February 13, 2007
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Removing the turf in one piece will preserve the position and allow us to collect more data on the burial. 

Archaeologists working on the eve of Valentine's Day carefully began digging up the bones of a prehistoric couple on Tuesday, hoping to keep their 5,000-year-old embrace undisturbed forever. 

The skeletons unearthed last week were being scooped out of the earth to undergo tests before going on display in the northern Italian city of Mantua, archaeologists said. 

The pair, buried between 5,000 and 6,000 years ago in the late Neolithic period, are believed to be a man and a woman who died young, because their teeth were found intact. Archaeologists have hailed the find, saying that double burials from that period are rare and none have been found in such a touching pose. 

'We will work to keep them together,' said Elena Menotti, the archaeologist who led the dig. 'Removing the turf in one piece will preserve the position and allow us to collect more data on the burial.' 

The burial was unearthed on the outskirts of Mantua during construction work. The site is 25 miles south of Verona, the city where Shakespeare set the story of 'Romeo and Juliet,' and the discovery fueled musings in the media about prehistoric love. 

Menotti also has said there is little doubt the couple's pose was born of a deep love, but warned it could be impossible to determine the exact nature of their relationship and how they died.

Mantua's archaeological office said in a statement Tuesday that, in some cases of the period, the wife would be sacrificed when her husband died and buried with him. However, the statement said that 'at the current stage of research' there was no evidence that this was what happened to Mantua pair. 

Alongside the couple, archaeologists found flint tools, including an arrowhead and a knife. Experts plan to analyze the tools along with the earth the couple was buried in to see if there are remains of flowers or plants that might have decorated the bodies, Menotti said. 

They will also look at the skeletons to verify their sex and search for signs of illness or other possible causes of death, she said.

After undergoing lab tests, the couple are to be displayed at Mantua's Archaeological Museum.

The discovery was made in a region rich in Neolithic treasures, including some 30 burial sites, all single, as well as the remains of prosperous villages filled with artifacts made of flint, pottery and animal horns.
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This brings to mind an interesting thought.  In the work of Sexual Gnosis, the couple is to ultimately become one on the astral plane; the union of Nuit and Hadit to create the Magickal Childe (Ra-Hoor-Khuit).  With the astral body at the point of death, still connected to the physical, this couple must have had an amazing after-death experience that theoretically, could have merged to one highly evolved soul.  Perhaps we are looking at two amazing Magickians and a Magick that still today, leaves their bones tied together.  This archeological find hints to the very heart of Thelemic Alchemy.
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Union in death? That would be so awesome, and definitely a new concept. I wonder what they could have died from, though. So far no other skeletons have been found locked together in an embrace like that, which leaves me to wonder if they were even posed that way on purpose. 
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