Hi All,
93
As I've sent commentary from Astroqab's other group, I thought I'd forward some messages in his new group.  I've decided to speak in this one and challenge his ideas.  Though he responded to the first message, it seems I've been placed on moderation and the second hasn't yet posted to the group.  Perhaps this is simply Yahoo's slow system.
93/93
pj
Dear Friends,

To kick off our discussion I would like to point out a very fundamental concept that the Formation of the Tree of Life process is based on...

Father : Hockmah (7 Double letters)
Mother : Binah (12 Simple letters)

The 7 Double letters represent masculine forces and are especially symbolised by the 7 planetary sefirot of the Tree of Life. These are the sefirot from Da'at to Yesod (inclusive).

The 12 Simple letters represent feminine forces and are especially symbolised by the 12 zodiacal pathways in which the 7 planetary sefirot are embedded. (The sefirah Malkut symbolises the unified field of these twelve forces on the physical plane.)

The sefirah Hockmah rules over the 7 planetary sefirot.

The sefirah Binah rules of the 12 zodiacal pathways.

Binah provides a field of influence into which Hockmah can immerse itself. The intricate details of this process of immersion represented (lower down on the Tree) by the marriage between the 7 Double letter sefirot and their 12 interconnecting Simple letter pathways.

The sefirot Binah and Hockmah provide a simple macrocosmic representation of Creation whereas the lower sefirot and pathways give a more detailed microcosmic perspective of the Creation. In other words, the lower sefirot and pathways present a microcosmic 'inside view' of Hockmah and Binah's interaction.

***

The three Mother letters represent three primary evolutionary forces that are strongly effecting the sefirot and pathways.

The Mother letter Shin is associated with the sefirah Binah. Its influence is especially infused into the 12 Simple letter pathways.

The Mother letter Maym is associated with the sefirah Hockmah. Its influence is especially instilled into the 7 Double letter sefirot.

These relationships are reflected by the positioning of the three Mother letter archetypes on the Tree of Life diagram.

The Mother letter Alef is associated with the sefirah Keter, and its mediating influence is the ultimate control mechanism that determines the balance of the interaction between Maym and Shin, and thus also between the 7 Double letter sefirot and the 12 Simple letter pathways (i.e. between the Son and the Daughter principles).

Blessings,
Patrick.

Hi Patrick,
93
I've been reading your messages for some time now.  And I'm curious...how is it that you can attribute letters to the Greater Paths of the Tree, when the Hebrews place them on the Lesser Paths?
93/93
pj
Hi PJ,

Have you read my book? The logical basis of this system will probably not become clear until you have read it. My AstroQab message-board posts on the subject are very disjointed.

When you say 'greater paths' I am assuming you are referring to the sefirot of the Tree of Life, and by 'lesser paths' I guess you mean the twenty-two pathways.

The twenty-two Hebrew letters (or rather, the metaphysical archetypes that they represent) form the basis of ALL. As it is written in the Zohar...

---------------------------------------------
He [the Creator] enfolded Himself in a covering of a supernal radiance of thought and created therefrom a world. He produced from the light of that cedars of the upper world, and placed His chariot on twenty-two graven letters which were carved into ten utterances and infixed there. 

[Soncino Zohar. Vol I, pg. 111. Bereshith 29a.] 
[Bracketed text is my own.]
---------------------------------------------

Notice that in the Zohar the sefirot are called 'utterances'. That is because they symbolise the vocalisation (by the Creator) of the Hebrew letter archetypes. He shapes His divine Breath into audible sounds that are represented by the Hebrew letters and from them He 'carves' the ten sefirot.

***

I think it is fairly well established that the three Hebrew Mother letters are with the three supernal sefirot of the Tree of Life: Keter, Hockmah, and Binah. Their specific correspondences vary however. Some kabbalists associate Shin with Hockmah, and Maym with Binah.

That the seven Double letters are also associated with seven (lower) sefirot is also pretty well established in the kabbalistic tradition. (Of course, this is a logical deduction since the three Mother letters are associated with the three 'supernal' sefirot.) 

You are probably familiar with the planetary attributions that are given to the seven lower sefirot of the Tree of Life. They are based on the seven Double letter astrological attributions of the Sefer Yetzirah. Usually, they are arranged as follows:

1. Binah (3) - Bayt - Saturn
2. Hesed (4) - Gimel - Jupiter
3. Geburah (5) - Dalet - Mars
4. Tifaret (6) - Kaf - Sun
5. Netzah (7) - Peh - Venus
6. Hod (8) - Raysh - Mercury
7. Yesod (9) - Tav - Moon

In my arrangement, the sefirah Da'at receives the Bayt/Saturn attribution, because Binah has the Mother letter Shin associated with it.

Note that the numbering of the sefirot is in line with the alphabetical order of the Hebrew letters associated with them.

Three Mother letters:
(alphabetical order)

1. Alef (Keter)
2. Maym (Hockmah)
3. Shin (Binah)

Seven Double Letters:
(alphabetical order)

(). Bayt (Da'at)
4. Gimel (Hesed)
5. Dalet (Geburah)
6. Kaf (Tifaret)
7. Peh (Netzah)
8. Raysh (Hod)
9. Tav (Yesod)

This alphabetical correspondence adds credence (I think) to the assignment of Maym to Hockmah and Shin to Binah.

Thanks for your question PJ. I hope this brief summary answers it satisfactorily.

Blessings,
Patrick.

Hi Patrick,
93 
 

You:
Have you read my book? The logical basis of this system will probably not become clear until you have read it. My AstroQab message-board posts on the subject are very disjointed.
 

me:
Actually, no...your creativity is interesting, but at this time, I don't yet see the justification for your rationale.

You:
When you say 'greater paths' I am assuming you are referring to the sefirot of the Tree of Life, and by 'lesser paths' I guess you mean the twenty-two pathways.
me:
Yes.
 

You:

The twenty-two Hebrew letters (or rather, the metaphysical archetypes that they represent) form the basis of ALL. As it is written in the Zohar...

---------------------------------------------
He [the Creator] enfolded Himself in a covering of a supernal radiance of thought and created therefrom a world. He produced from the light of that cedars of the upper world, and placed His chariot on twenty-two graven letters which were carved into ten utterances and infixed there. 

[Soncino Zohar. Vol I, pg. 111. Bereshith 29a.] 
[Bracketed text is my own.]
---------------------------------------------

Notice that in the Zohar the sefirot are called 'utterances'. That is because they symbolise the vocalisation (by the Creator) of the Hebrew letter archetypes. He shapes His divine Breath into audible sounds that are represented by the Hebrew letters and from them He 'carves' the ten sefirot.

me:
More than likely, the "he" that enfolded himself in a radiance, would be the en-sof with the radiance being the aur or aethyr (in occult terminology).  And as the Sepher Yetzirah puts it, these 22 sounds, being the "Foundation of all things", and shown in chapter 2 of the Sepher Yetzirah, are as follows:
4. These twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all things, He arranged as upon a sphere with two hundred and thirty-one gates, and the sphere may be rotated forward or backward, whether for good or for evil; from the good comes true pleasure, from evil nought but torment. 
Further, verse 6 from this chapter more immediately suggests the dispersal of the 22 letters throughout the Tree, which means they form the Lesser or moving Paths as the body is active:
6. And from the non-existent He made Something; and all forms of speech and everything that has been produced; from the empty void He made the material world, and from the inert earth He brought forth everything that hath life. He hewed, as it were, vast columns out of the intangible air, and by the power of His Name made every creature and everything that is; and the production of all things from the twenty-two letters is the proof that they are all but parts of one living body. 
The Sefirot or Greater Paths are fixed points of consciousness; not moving.  And to quote your highlight from the Zohar: "twenty-two graven letters which were carved into ten utterances and infixed there" these 22 letters then being shown to mediate between the 10 or rather, the 10 are fixed amongst the 22; either way, the one set of paths is not to be confused with the other.  This is the wisdom the Jews inherited from the Chaldeans; the Sepher Yetzirah being more ancient than the Zohar and the Zohar being but a commentary upon it.
 

You:
I think it is fairly well established that the three Hebrew Mother letters are with the three supernal sefirot of the Tree of Life: Keter, Hockmah, and Binah. Their specific correspondences vary however. Some kabbalists associate Shin with Hockmah, and Maym with Binah.
 

Me: 

Of course, we can then quote chapter 3 of the Sepher Yetzirah, which more directly details the Mother letters and shows they do not necessarily belong to the Supernals at all:
Section 1. The Foundation of all the other sounds and letters is provided by the Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin; they resemble a Balance, on the one hand the guilty, on the other hand the purified, and Aleph the Air is like the Tongue of a Balance standing between them.
2. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are a great Mystery, very admirable and most recondite, and sealed as with six rings; and from them proceed Air, Fire, and Water, which divide into active and passive forces. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are the Foundation, from them spring three Fathers, and from these have proceeded all things that are in the world. 
3. The Three Mothers in the world are Aleph, Mem and Shin: the heavens (36) were produced (37) from Fire; the earth from the Water; and the Air from the Spirit is as a reconciler between the Fire and the Water.
4. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are shown in the Year: from the fire came heat, from the waters came cold, and from the air was produced the temperate state, again a mediator between them. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are found in Man: from the fire was formed the head; from the water the belly; and from the air was formed the chest, again placed as a mediator between the others. 
5. These Three Mothers did He produce and design, and combined them; and He sealed them as the three mothers in the Universe, in the Year and in Man--both male and female. He caused the letter Aleph to reign in Air and crowned it, and combining it with the others He sealed it, as Air in the World, as the temperate (climate) of the Year, and as the breath in the chest (the lungs for breathing air) in Man: the male with Aleph, Mem, Shin, the female with Shin, Mem, Aleph. He caused the letter Mem to reign in Water, crowned it, and combining it with the others formed the earth in the world, cold in the year, and the belly in man, male and female, the former with Mem, Aleph, Shin, the latter with Mem, Shin, Aleph. He caused Shin to reign in Fire, and crowned it, and combining it with the others sealed with it the heavens in the universe, heat in the year and the head in man, male and female. 
 

You:
That the seven Double letters are also associated with seven (lower) sefirot is also pretty well established in the kabbalistic tradition. (Of course, this is a logical deduction since the three Mother letters are associated with the three 'supernal' sefirot.) 

You are probably familiar with the planetary attributions that are given to the seven lower sefirot of the Tree of Life. They are based on the seven Double letter astrological attributions of the Sefer Yetzirah. Usually, they are arranged as follows:

1. Binah (3) - Bayt - Saturn
2. Hesed (4) - Gimel - Jupiter
3. Geburah (5) - Dalet - Mars
4. Tifaret (6) - Kaf - Sun
5. Netzah (7) - Peh - Venus
6. Hod (8) - Raysh - Mercury
7. Yesod (9) - Tav - Moon

me:
With all due respect, I suggest that your interpretation is way too narrow here.  As chapter 4 of the Sepher Yetzirah readily shows, these seven double letters apply to much more than the planets:
Section 1. The Seven double letters, Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Peh, Resh, and Tau have each two sounds associated with them. They are referred to Life, Peace, Wisdom, Riches, Grace, Fertility and Power. The two sounds of each letter are the hard and the soft--the aspirated and the softened. They are called Double, because each letter presents a contrast or permutation; thus Life and Death; Peace and War; Wisdom and Folly; Riches and Poverty; Grace and Indignation; Fertility and Solitude; Power and Servitude. 
2. These Seven Double Letters point out seven localities; Above, Below, East, West, North, South, and the Palace of Holiness in the midst of them sustaining all things. 
3. These Seven Double Letters He designed, produced, and combined, and formed with them the Planets of this World, the Days of the Week, and the Gates of the soul (the orifices of perception) in Man. From these Seven He bath produced the Seven Heavens, the Seven Earths, the Seven Sabbaths: for this cause He has loved and blessed the number Seven more than all things under Heaven (His Throne). 
4. Two Letters produce two houses; three form six; four form twenty-four; five form one hundred and twenty; six form seven hundred and twenty; seven form five thousand and forty; and beyond this their numbers increase so that the mouth can hardly utter them, nor the ear hear the number of them. So now, behold the Stars of our World, the Planets which are Seven; the Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter and Mars. The Seven are also the Seven Days of Creation; and the Seven Gateways of the Soul of Man--the two eyes, the two ears, the mouth and the two nostrils. So with the Seven are formed the seven heavens, the seven earths, and the seven periods of time; and so has He preferred the number Seven above all things under His Heaven. 
 

You:
In my arrangement, the sefirah Da'at receives the Bayt/Saturn attribution, because Binah has the Mother letter Shin associated with it.
 

me:
Again, with all due respect, this seems to show more your Golden Dawn training than it does your Qabalistic insight; per the Sepher Yetzirah:
Ten is the number of the ineffable Sephiroth, ten and not nine, ten and not eleven. Understand this wisdom, and be wise by the perception. Search out concerning it, restore the Word to its creator, and replace Him who formed it upon his throne. 
There is a reason why Da'ath is not considered a Sefirah as it belongs to the Abyss, which is but a veil to the Supernals and not actually of the Tree at all.  There is much to consider regarding Da'ath, but in the place you have put it; justifying its existence as part of the Sefirot is contrary to Qabalistic wisdom; Yetziratic and Zoharic.  Though you have found a clever scheme as shown below and in your posts, it seems to me that you are really inventing your own Qabalah, more based on your wit than on your experience of the Merkabah.
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Hi PJ,

You haven't introduced yourself, but I assume that you are the PJ who belongs to amhr.org and who has commented quite profusely and negatively on my writings in the past.

Reference:
http://www.amhr.org/The Mystery of Da'at.doc

The fact that you haven't bothered to read my book, but are attacking it blindly and emphatically suggests an emotional defensive reaction. (It suggests that your mind is made up, as it were.) Thus, it appears that your intention for being here in the group is destructive rather than constructive.

Even so, I have let your post pass through the door because you do raise a couple of interesting points.

Before I proceed I must admit to the fact that, yes, there is a certain amount of 'creative inspiration' in my work. I believe that's how living traditions and evolve... through 'creative inspiration'.

I like to think that my work builds on the past, but also invigorates it with new life. The ultimate test of any new creative idea though, is how long it endures. The creative life-force sustains the creation at every level, but some forms contain a higher potency than others and therefore survive for a longer period.

Now, to proceed...

------------------
PJ said:

More than likely, the "he" that enfolded himself in a radiance, would be the en-sof with the radiance being the aur or aethyr (in occult terminology).  And as the Sepher Yetzirah puts it, these 22 sounds, being the "Foundation of all things", and shown in chapter 2 of the Sepher Yetzirah, are as follows:

4. These twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all things, He arranged as upon a sphere with two hundred and thirty-one gates, and the sphere may be rotated forward or backward, whether for good or for evil; fr the good comes true pleasure, from evil nought but torment.

Further, verse 6 from this chapter more immediately suggests the dispersal of the 22 letters throughout the Tree, which means they form the Lesser or moving Paths as the body is active:

6. And from the non-existent He made Something; and all forms of speech and everything that has been produced; from the empty void He made the material world, and from the inert earth He brought forth everything that hath life. He hewed, as it were, vast columns out of the intangible air, and by the power of His Name made every creature and everything that is; and the production of all things from the twenty-two letters is the proof that they are all but parts of one living body.

The Sefirot or Greater Paths are fixed points of consciousness; not moving.  And to quote your highlight from the Zohar: "twenty-two graven letters which were carved into ten utterances and infixed there" these 22 letters then being shown to mediate between the 10 or rather, the 10 are fixed amongst the 22; either way, the one set of paths is not to be confused with the other.  This is the wisdom the Jews inherited from the Chaldeans; the Sepher Yetzirah being more ancient than the Zohar and the Zohar being but a commentary upon it.
------------------

The disagreement that you have with my system appears to be because I have associated Hebrew letters with the 10 sefirot. Is that correct? You prefer that numbers only be ascribed to the sefirot?

I agree that the sefirot are numbered, but I believe in the primacy of the 22 Hebrew letters.

From your quotes above, the Sefer Yetzirah states...

"These twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all things..."

...and...

"...the production of all things from the twenty-two letters..."

Notice that it doesn't say... "the production of all things from the twenty-two letters and ten sefirot".

PS. The Zohar is technically a commentary on the Pentateuch, not the Sefer Yetzirah.

------------------
PJ said:

Of course, we can then quote chapter 3 of the Sepher Yetzirah, which more directly details the Mother letters and shows they do not necessarily belong to the Supernals at all:

Section 1. The Foundation of all the other sounds and letters is provided by the Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin; they resemble a Balance, on the one hand the guilty, on the other hand the purified, and Aleph the Air is like the Tongue of a Balance standing between them.

2. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are a great Mystery, very admirable and most recondite, and sealed as with six rings; and from them proceed Air, Fire, and Water, which divide into active and passive forces. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are the Foundation, from them spring three Fathers, and from these have proceeded all things that are in the world.

3. The Three Mothers in the world are Aleph, Mem and Shin: the heavens (36) were produced (37) from Fire; the earth from the Water; and the Air from the Spirit is as a reconciler between the Fire and the Water.

4. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are shown in the Year: from the fire came heat, from the waters came cold, and from the air was produced the temperate state, again a mediator between them. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are found in Man: from the fire was formed the head; from the water the belly; and from the air was formed the chest, again placed as a mediator between the others.

5. These Three Mothers did He produce and design, and combined them; and He sealed them as the three mothers in the Universe, in the Year and in Man--both male and female. He caused the letter Aleph to reign in Air and crowned it, and combining it with the others He sealed it, as Air in the World, as the temperate (climate) of the Year, and as the breath in the chest (the lungs for breathing air) in Man: the male with Aleph, Mem, Shin, the female with Shin, Mem, Aleph. He caused the letter Mem to reign in Water, crowned it, and combining it with the others formed the earth in the world, cold in the year, and the belly in man, male and female, the former with Mem, Aleph, Shin, the latter with Mem, Shin, Aleph. He caused Shin to reign in Fire, and crowned it, and combining it with the others sealed with it the heavens in the universe, heat in the year and the head in man, male and female.
------------------

That's right. They don't necessarily belong to the supernals, but in my opinion they do. In fact, a lot of kabbalists think they do as well.

I'm not trying to convince you that they do. This system either resonates with you, or it doesn't. If it doesn't there are plenty of other systems out there that might.

This is not something that can be proven outright one way or the other. It is a matter of personal choice and personal belief.

If your personal belief system can not accomodate that possibility that's fine.

------------------
PJ said:

With all due respect, I suggest that your interpretation is way too narrow here.  As chapter 4 of the Sepher Yetzirah readily shows, these seven double letters apply to much more than the planets:

Section 1. The Seven double letters, Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Peh, Resh, and Tau have each two sounds associated with them. They are referred to Life, Peace, Wisdom, Riches, Grace, Fertility and Power. The two sounds of each letter are the hard and the soft--the aspirated and the softened. They are called Double, because each letter presents a contrast or permutation; thus Life and Death; Peace and War; Wisdom and Folly; Riches and Poverty; Grace and Indignation; Fertility and Solitude; Power and Servitude.
2. These Seven Double Letters point out seven localities; Above, Below, East, West, North, South, and the Palace of Holiness in the midst of them sustaining all things.
3. These Seven Double Letters He designed, produced, and combined, and formed with them the Planets of this World, the Days of the Week, and the Gates of the soul (the orifices of perception) in Man. From these Seven He bath produced the Seven Heavens, the Seven Earths, the Seven Sabbaths: for this cause He has loved and blessed the number Seven more than all things under Heaven (His Throne).
4. Two Letters produce two houses; three form six; four form twenty-four; five form one hundred and twenty; six form seven hundred and twenty; seven form five thousand and forty; and beyond this their numbers increase so that the mouth can hardly utter them, nor the ear hear the number of them. So now, behold the Stars of our World, the Planets which are Seven; the Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter and Mars. The Seven are also the Seven Days of Creation; and the Seven Gateways of the Soul of Man--the two eyes, the two ears, the mouth and the two nostrils. So with the Seven are formed the seven heavens, the seven earths, and the seven periods of time; and so has He preferred the number Seven above all things under His Heaven.
------------------

Yes, as you say "these seven double letters apply to much more than the planets"... and so do the seven sefirot. All the above correspondences can be applied to the seven sefirot (including the planets).

------------------
Patrick said:
In my arrangement, the sefirah Da'at receives the Bayt/Saturn attribution, because Binah has the Mother letter Shin associated with it.
 
PJ said:
Again, with all due respect, this seems to show more your Golden Dawn training than it does your Qabalistic insight; per the Sepher Yetzirah:

Ten is the number of the ineffable Sephiroth, ten and not nine, ten and not eleven. Understand this wisdom, and be wise by the perception. Search out concerning it, restore the Word to its creator, and replace Him who formed it upon his throne.

There is a reason why Da'ath is not considered a Sefirah as it belongs to the Abyss, which is but a veil to the Supernals and not actually of the Tree at all.  There is much to consider regarding Da'ath, but in the place you have put it; justifying its existence as part of the Sefirot is contrary to Qabalistic wisdom; Yetziratic and Zoharic.  Though you have found a clever scheme as shown below and in your posts, it seems to me that you are really inventing your own Qabalah, more based on your wit than on your experience of the Merkabah.
------------------

"contrary to Qabalistic wisdom"... Interesting! If I knew what "Qabalistic wisdom" was I would endeavour not to be contrary to it. What is it exactly? Does it coincide with your understanding of the Qabalah?

Well, I guess the fact that you haven't read my book makes it difficult for you to judge reasonably (one way or the other) the meaning I associate with the sefirah Da'at, or my justification for including it as a sefirah.

Verse 1:4 of the Sefer Yetzirah (which you have quoted above) contains a hint (I believe) that Da'at is to be included as a sefirah.

Notice the phrase: "Understand this wisdom, and be wise by the perception".

Kaplan translates it as: "Understand with Wisdom ; Be wise with Understanding".

This phrase combines the two two sefirot: Binah (Understanding) and Hockmah (Wisdom) thereby occultly alluding to the sefirah Da'at (which is the 'child' of Hockmah and Binah).

I believe that technically Malkut is the 'non-sefirah' of the Tree of Life. That is why the Earth element is so little emphasised in the Sefer Yetzirah. Earth does not have a Hebrew letter associated with it--i.e. because there are only three Mother letters and they are associated with Air, Water, and Fire.

I still do however, number Malkut as 10. I don't generally ascribe a number to Da'at because it is hidden in the Abyss. You would need to read my book to understand my precise meaning there.

Malkut represents the beginning of a new Tree of Life on a new lower level of manifestation (or kabbalistic 'world'). Malkut therefore actually represents the first sefirah (Keter) of a new Tree of Life. ("Keter is in Malkut, and Malkut is in Keter.") The number 10 contains a 1 which represents the Keter seed of the new decad. More accurately however, Malkut contains within itself the entirety of the lower Tree. It especially represents the interconnection that exists between the higher and lower Trees of Life.

Thanks for your input!

Blessings,
Patrick.

Hi Patrick,
93
 

You:

You haven't introduced yourself, but I assume that you are the PJ who belongs to amhr.org and who has commented quite profusely and negatively on my writings in the past.

Reference:
http://www.amhr.org/The Mystery of Da'at.doc

me:
First, apologies, allow me to introduce myself: My name is Paul Joseph Rovelli and yes, I am the owner of the website given above.
Second, had you actually read the document from my site, you would have seen both my negative and positive comments on your work.  Certainly more pertains to the critical side than does the complementary; but they are also there.  I wasn't being facetious in my previous message when I used phrases such as: "With all due respect."
Third, I have no desire nor intent to get into an ego war with you; and I congratulate you on having the confidence in yourself to stand up for you work and take on a debate with me (including your benevolence in allowing my message to post).
Fourth, I love to debate as I believe it helps both sides to sharpen their metal; to better arrive at what Plato called 'correct opinion'.  As someone that respects his genius and insight, I agree with him when he says there are actually no facts and the best we can hope for is correct opinion.  I have no need to 'win' any debate; the most it could do would be to serve my own petty ego, which in the end would give me less than nothing.  So winning seems pointless.
 

You:

The fact that you haven't bothered to read my book, but are attacking it blindly and emphatically suggests an emotional defensive reaction. (It suggests that your mind is made up, as it were.) Thus, it appears that your intention for being here in the group is destructive rather than constructive.

 

me:
That would be your presumptions projected into my motives...sorry.  I haven't read your book for the logical leaps you have taken, though I've skimmed it and actually gave a detailed analysis on the website it was based upon (found in the link you posted above...that it seems you may not have read...stopping perhaps, with the first critical statements I made).  And no, I didn't "blindly" attack anything; I took your words at their own value and commented upon them.  If those words don't represent your book well, that is simply not my issue and something I would have no control over.  There, I would have to leave it up to you to better articulate your ideas.

You:
Even so, I have let your post pass through the door because you do raise a couple of interesting points.

 

me:
Again, quite benevolent despite the emotionalism that you've projected onto me.  Perhaps you'll bring yourself to a point of objectivity and take my words at their value and not emotionally project between the lines...sotospeak.  But then if that's too much, feel free to moderate this post to protect your own petty ego.
You:
Before I proceed I must admit to the fact that, yes, there is a certain amount of 'creative inspiration' in my work. I believe that's how living traditions and evolve... through 'creative inspiration'.

I like to think that my work builds on the past, but also invigorates it with new life. The ultimate test of any new creative idea though, is how long it endures. The creative life-force sustains the creation at every level, but some forms contain a higher potency than others and therefore survive for a longer period.

 

me:
Excellent point, and yes, you have been very creative.  And as I've learned first hand, creativity always breeds criticism.  If one puts their ideas out, expect the good and bad in return.  For my own experience, I've made some fast friends, some of high intellectual and spiritual caliber...and I've received my share of death threats and other ignominious protestations, usually from those of a more brutish nature to begin with...something about the heat in the kitchen.
But really, before you proceeded, you needed to try to take a position of power/superiority and paint me as a less than credible character.  So I will be curious as to whether this is to be an honest debate or one where you continue with such ad hominem.  Notice that in all my criticisms, I attacked your ideas and not your person or character.  Are you able to rise to the occassion?  Are you able to separate your ideas from your egoic attachment to them?

You:
Now, to proceed...

------------------
PJ said:

More than likely, the "he" that enfolded himself in a radiance, would be the en-sof with the radiance being the aur or aethyr (in occult terminology).  And as the Sepher Yetzirah puts it, these 22 sounds, being the "Foundation of all things", and shown in chapter 2 of the Sepher Yetzirah, are as follows:

4. These twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all things, He arranged as upon a sphere with two hundred and thirty-one gates, and the sphere may be rotated forward or backward, whether for good or for evil; fr the good comes true pleasure, from evil nought but torment.

Further, verse 6 from this chapter more immediately suggests the dispersal of the 22 letters throughout the Tree, which means they form the Lesser or moving Paths as the body is active:

6. And from the non-existent He made Something; and all forms of speech and everything that has been produced; from the empty void He made the material world, and from the inert earth He brought forth everything that hath life. He hewed, as it were, vast columns out of the intangible air, and by the power of His Name made every creature and everything that is; and the production of all things from the twenty-two letters is the proof that they are all but parts of one living body.

The Sefirot or Greater Paths are fixed points of consciousness; not moving.  And to quote your highlight from the Zohar: "twenty-two graven letters which were carved into ten utterances and infixed there" these 22 letters then being shown to mediate between the 10 or rather, the 10 are fixed amongst the 22; either way, the one set of paths is not to be confused with the other.  This is the wisdom the Jews inherited from the Chaldeans; the Sepher Yetzirah being more ancient than the Zohar and the Zohar being but a commentary upon it.
------------------

The disagreement that you have with my system appears to be because I have associated Hebrew letters with the 10 sefirot. Is that correct? You prefer that numbers only be ascribed to the sefirot?

 

me:
Certainly, there is already precedent for placing letters on the Sefirot; the Tetragrammaton begin applied to Chokmah, Binah, Tiphareth and Malkuth.  And I do feel that the Qabalah should be a living document; capable of development and added creative insight.  Indeed, Da'ath is one of the angles upon which my own work has moved and what I've found in common with you work.  However, rather than developing, I have found you contradicting the very thing you portend to be developing.  It's as if you are building a house at the same time that you are tearing up the foundation.

You:
I agree that the sefirot are numbered, but I believe in the primacy of the 22 Hebrew letters.

From your quotes above, the Sefer Yetzirah states...

"These twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all things..."

...and...

"...the production of all things from the twenty-two letters..."

Notice that it doesn't say... "the production of all things from the twenty-two letters and ten sefirot".

 

me:
But again, you are being selective; only taking part of the information that suits your pre-conceived conclusion.  Remember, I quoted your Zoharic highlight: "twenty-two graven letters which were carved into ten utterances and infixed there".  These 22 letters were "carved into", which not only can be readily taken as being put amongst the 10 Sefirot that already existed, but that can be backed up by the mathematical insights of both the Chaldeans from which the Jews took the Book of Numbers that would lead to the Sepher Yetzirah, but is of Pythagorus and his connection with the Egyptian mystery schools.

You:
PS. The Zohar is technically a commentary on the Pentateuch, not the Sefer Yetzirah.

 

me:
And of course, the first book of the Torah, Genesis is the foundation for the Qabalah.  And for that matter, the Zohar is considered one of the books of the Qabalah.

You:
------------------
PJ said:

Of course, we can then quote chapter 3 of the Sepher Yetzirah, which more directly details the Mother letters and shows they do not necessarily belong to the Supernals at all:

Section 1. The Foundation of all the other sounds and letters is provided by the Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin; they resemble a Balance, on the one hand the guilty, on the other hand the purified, and Aleph the Air is like the Tongue of a Balance standing between them.

2. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are a great Mystery, very admirable and most recondite, and sealed as with six rings; and from them proceed Air, Fire, and Water, which divide into active and passive forces. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are the Foundation, from them spring three Fathers, and from these have proceeded all things that are in the world.

3. The Three Mothers in the world are Aleph, Mem and Shin: the heavens were produced from Fire; the earth from the Water; and the Air from the Spirit is as a reconciler between the Fire and the Water.

4. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are shown in the Year: from the fire came heat, from the waters came cold, and from the air was produced the temperate state, again a mediator between them. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are found in Man: from the fire was formed the head; from the water the belly; and from the air was formed the chest, again placed as a mediator between the others.

5. These Three Mothers did He produce and design, and combined them; and He sealed them as the three mothers in the Universe, in the Year and in Man--both male and female. He caused the letter Aleph to reign in Air and crowned it, and combining it with the others He sealed it, as Air in the World, as the temperate (climate) of the Year, and as the breath in the chest (the lungs for breathing air) in Man: the male with Aleph, Mem, Shin, the female with Shin, Mem, Aleph. He caused the letter Mem to reign in Water, crowned it, and combining it with the others formed the earth in the world, cold in the year, and the belly in man, male and female, the former with Mem, Aleph, Shin, the latter with Mem, Shin, Aleph. He caused Shin to reign in Fire, and crowned it, and combining it with the others sealed with it the heavens in the universe, heat in the year and the head in man, male and female.
------------------

That's right. They don't necessarily belong to the supernals, but in my opinion they do. In fact, a lot of kabbalists think they do as well.

 

me:
Even more people believe that Jesus will save your soul and that the study of the Qabalah is a seduction by the Devil.  That others belive this or that bears no merit whatsoever.

You:
I'm not trying to convince you that they do. This system either resonates with you, or it doesn't. If it doesn't there are plenty of other systems out there that might.

This is not something that can be proven outright one way or the other. It is a matter of personal choice and personal belief.

If your personal belief system can not accomodate that possibility that's fine.

 

me:
What you are describing here is a solipsistic philosophy or as the Wiccans say, if it's true for you, that's all that matters.  I simply can't agree with that.  The very idea of 'correct opinion' requires that there is also incorrect opinion.  And solipsism is one incorrect philosophy that has been refuted almost since its inception.  All belief systems are of the nature of superstition; Gnosis is the experience of initiated insight, founded upon critical thought to determine correct opinion...whether such opinion feels good or resonates with one is not of any import.  If it feels good to one to say that Jesus is warning you to get away from the Devil's Qabalah, and that all Jews murder innocent children on the Sabbath, is that 'correct opinion'.  By the measure you have above, you would validate such insights as this and of course, Hitler's 'final solution.'  These are the ends that superstition inevitably lead to.

You:
------------------
PJ said:

With all due respect, I suggest that your interpretation is way too narrow here.  As chapter 4 of the Sepher Yetzirah readily shows, these seven double letters apply to much more than the planets:

Section 1. The Seven double letters, Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Peh, Resh, and Tau have each two sounds associated with them. They are referred to Life, Peace, Wisdom, Riches, Grace, Fertility and Power. The two sounds of each letter are the hard and the soft--the aspirated and the softened. They are called Double, because each letter presents a contrast or permutation; thus Life and Death; Peace and War; Wisdom and Folly; Riches and Poverty; Grace and Indignation; Fertility and Solitude; Power and Servitude.
2. These Seven Double Letters point out seven localities; Above, Below, East, West, North, South, and the Palace of Holiness in the midst of them sustaining all things.
3. These Seven Double Letters He designed, produced, and combined, and formed with them the Planets of this World, the Days of the Week, and the Gates of the soul (the orifices of perception) in Man. From these Seven He bath produced the Seven Heavens, the Seven Earths, the Seven Sabbaths: for this cause He has loved and blessed the number Seven more than all things under Heaven (His Throne).
4. Two Letters produce two houses; three form six; four form twenty-four; five form one hundred and twenty; six form seven hundred and twenty; seven form five thousand and forty; and beyond this their numbers increase so that the mouth can hardly utter them, nor the ear hear the number of them. So now, behold the Stars of our World, the Planets which are Seven; the Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter and Mars. The Seven are also the Seven Days of Creation; and the Seven Gateways of the Soul of Man--the two eyes, the two ears, the mouth and the two nostrils. So with the Seven are formed the seven heavens, the seven earths, and the seven periods of time; and so has He preferred the number Seven above all things under His Heaven.
------------------

Yes, as you say "these seven double letters apply to much more than the planets"... and so do the seven sefirot. All the above correspondences can be applied to the seven sefirot (including the planets).

 

me:
Yes, on different planes...but as my criticism of your work has consistently stated, you routinely mix the planes.  This is where I believe your confusion begins; add to that your 'if it feels good' solipsism and your ideas lead away from 'correct opinion.'

You:
------------------
Patrick said:
In my arrangement, the sefirah Da'at receives the Bayt/Saturn attribution, because Binah has the Mother letter Shin associated with it.
 
PJ said:
Again, with all due respect, this seems to show more your Golden Dawn training than it does your Qabalistic insight; per the Sepher Yetzirah:

Ten is the number of the ineffable Sephiroth, ten and not nine, ten and not eleven. Understand this wisdom, and be wise by the perception. Search out concerning it, restore the Word to its creator, and replace Him who formed it upon his throne.

There is a reason why Da'ath is not considered a Sefirah as it belongs to the Abyss, which is but a veil to the Supernals and not actually of the Tree at all.  There is much to consider regarding Da'ath, but in the place you have put it; justifying its existence as part of the Sefirot is contrary to Qabalistic wisdom; Yetziratic and Zoharic.  Though you have found a clever scheme as shown below and in your posts, it seems to me that you are really inventing your own Qabalah, more based on your wit than on your experience of the Merkabah.
------------------

"contrary to Qabalistic wisdom"... Interesting! If I knew what "Qabalistic wisdom" was I would endeavour not to be contrary to it. What is it exactly? Does it coincide with your understanding of the Qabalah?

 

me:
I guess from your point of view, the Sepher Yetzirah would not represent Qabalistic wisdom.  At least, and obviously, that is what I relied on when I preceded my statement with the Yetziratic quote.  Perhaps you might like to read the Sepher Yetzirah and other Qabalistic documents to glean an insight into Qabalistic wisdom.  I promise you that when you do, you won't need to ask: "What is it exactly" and you'll realize that it doesn't "coincide with my understanding" but can formulate something of your own.  Or was this statement meant to be another ad hominem assault on the credulity of my character?

You:
Well, I guess the fact that you haven't read my book makes it difficult for you to judge reasonably (one way or the other) the meaning I associate with the sefirah Da'at, or my justification for including it as a sefirah.

Verse 1:4 of the Sefer Yetzirah (which you have quoted above) contains a hint (I believe) that Da'at is to be included as a sefirah.

Notice the phrase: "Understand this wisdom, and be wise by the perception".

Kaplan translates it as: "Understand with Wisdom ; Be wise with Understanding".

This phrase combines the two two sefirot: Binah (Understanding) and Hockmah (Wisdom) thereby occultly alluding to the sefirah Da'at (which is the 'child' of Hockmah and Binah).

 

me:
Again, I have an interest in Da'ath that has some sympatico with yours and I do see plausibility in describing it as a "child" of Chokmah and Binah.  But of course, as they are above the Abyss, I don't believe they project this child onto the Tree, but behind it; as the serpent that sat behind the Tree-of-Knowledge in Eden (the serpent representing divine Knowledge or Da'ath...Gnosis).

You:
I believe that technically Malkut is the 'non-sefirah' of the Tree of Life. That is why the Earth element is so little emphasised in the Sefer Yetzirah. Earth does not have a Hebrew letter associated with it--i.e. because there are only three Mother letters and they are associated with Air, Water, and Fire.

 

me:
Earth is the Manifestation, Malkuth.  And indeed, it is attributed to this Sephira; just not by way of the Mother Letters, as again, the letters are not intimately interchangeable with the Sefirot.  This is a perfect example of where you destroy the foundation of the Qabalah in your claim to be developing it.

You:
I still do however, number Malkut as 10. I don't generally ascribe a number to Da'at because it is hidden in the Abyss. You would need to read my book to understand my precise meaning there.

 

me:
So which is it?  Malkuth is not a Sephirah and yet can be numbered 10?  This is certainly a sophistry...a real contradiction and flaw in your argumentation.  And of course, one of the reasons why your words lead me away from any desire to read your book.

You:
Malkut represents the beginning of a new Tree of Life on a new lower level of manifestation (or kabbalistic 'world'). Malkut therefore actually represents the first sefirah (Keter) of a new Tree of Life. ("Keter is in Malkut, and Malkut is in Keter.") The number 10 contains a 1 which represents the Keter seed of the new decad. More accurately however, Malkut contains within itself the entirety of the lower Tree. It especially represents the interconnection that exists between the higher and lower Trees of Life.

 

me:
A lower tree of manifestation?  Hades?  Hell?
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AND PATRICK’S REPLY:

Message not approved: [Formation of the Tree of Life] RE: Tree of Life : Fundame

Maybe you should find a group that you resonate more positively with.

Word-games can be fun, but I haven't the time.

Hi Paul,

He has a book to sell and he is not going to jeopardize his invested time and money to perhaps take the chance to be proven wrong.  His petty ego as you call it, as we all have, has grown to a larger aspect.  It is too bad that he is the one who turned away. RE: his last response to your post.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Yes, it's too bad he backed down.  As he was already threatened by my criticisms, he only ended up making things worse for himself...the full dialogue being placed on my website.
This dialogue will turn up easily with a search engine and people will see him for what he is: a coward.  Our petty egos are almost always the source of our undoing...few have the courage, really, to face this.

AL III.57:  "Despise also all cowards; professional soldiers who dare not fight, but play; all fools despise!"
THE NEW COMMENT

   To fight is the right and duty of every male, as of every woman to rejoice in his strength and to honour and perpetuate it by her love.  My primary objection to Christianity is 'gentle Jesus, meek and mild,' the pacifist, the conscientious objector, the Tolstoyan, the 'passive resister.'  When the Kaiser fled, and the Germans surrendered their fleet, they abandoned Nietzshe for Jesus.  Rodjestvensky and Gervera took their fleets out to certain destruction.  The Irish Revolutionists of Easter Week, 1916, fought and died like men; and they have established a tradition.
   'Jesus' himself, in the legend, 'set his face as a flint to go to Jerusalem,' with the foreknowledge of his fate.  But Christians have not emphasized that heroism since the Crusades.  The sloppy sentimental Jesus of the Sunday-school is the only survivor; and the War killed him, thank Ares!
   When the Nonconformist Christian churches, especially in America, found the doctrine of Eternal Punishment no longer tenable, they knocked the bottom out of their religion.  There was nothing to fight for.  So they degenerated into tame social Centres, so that Theosophy with its Black Brothers, Mrs. Eddy with her Mental Arsenic Experts, the T.K. with his Hypnotists and Jesuits, and Billy Sunday with his Hell Fire { NOTE: variation: "...Experts, and the Evangelical Revivalists with their Hell Fine..."}, made people's flesh creep once more, and got both credit and cash.
   The Book of the Law flings forth no theological fulminations; but we have quarrels enough on our hands.  We have to fight for Freedom against oppressors, religious, social, or industrial; and we are utterly opposed to compromise.  Every fight is to be a fight to the finish; each one of us for himself, to do his own will; and all of us for all, to establish the Law of Liberty.
   We do not want "professional soldiers," hired bravos sworn to have no souls of their own.  They "dare not fight;" for how should a man dare to fight unless his cause be a love mightier than his love of life?  Therefore they "play;" they have sold themselves; their Will is no more theirs; life is no longer a serious thing to them; therefore they wander wastrel in clubs and boudoirs and greenrooms; bridge, billiards, polo, pettie coats puff out their emptiness; scratched for the Great Race of Life, they watch the Derby instead.
   Brave such may be; they may well be (in a sense) classed with the rat; but brainless and idle they must be, who have no goal beyond the grave, where, at the best, chance flings fast-withering flowers of false and garish glory.  They serve to defend things vital to their country; they are the skull that keeps the brain from harm?  Oh foolish brain!  Wet thou not wiser to defend thyself, rather than trust to brittle bone that hinders thee from growth?
   Let every man bear arms, swift to resent oppression, generous and ardent to draw sword in any cause, if justice or freedom summon him!
   "All fools despise."  In this last phrase the word "fools" is evidently not to be taken in its deeper mystical sense, the context plainly bearing reference to ordinary life.
   But the "fool" is still as described in the Tarot Trump.  He is an epicene creature, soft and sottish, with an imbecile laugh and a pretty taste in fancy waistcoats.  He lacks virility, like the ox which is the meaning of the letter Aleph which describes the Trump, and his value is Zero, its number.  He is air, formless and incapable of resistance, carrier of sounds which mean nothing to it, swept up into destructive rages of senseless violence from its idleness, incalculably moved by every pressure or pull.  One-fifth is the fuel of fire, the corruption of rust; the rest is inert, the soul of explosives, with a trace of that stifling and suffocating gas which is yet food for vegetable, as it is poison to animal, life.
   We have here a picture of the average man, of a fool;  he has no will of his own, is all things to all men, is void, a repeater of words of whose sense he knows nought, a drifter, both idle and violent, compact partly of fierce passions that burn up both himself and the other, but mostly of inert and characterless nonentity, with a little heaviness, dullness, and stupefaction for his only positive qualities.
   Such are the 'fools' whom we despise.  The man of Thelema is vertebrate, organized, purposeful, steady, self-controlled, virile; he uses the air as the food of his blood; so also, were he deprived of fools he could no live.  We need our atmosphere, after all; it is only when the fools become violent madmen that we need our cloak of silence to wrap us, and our staff to stay us as we ascend our mountain-ridge; and it is only if we go down into the darkness of mines to dig us treasure of earth that we need fear to choke on their poisonous breath.
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