Hi All,
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A new affilliate of the A.M.H.R., the B.O.T.O. has some graphic artists; one of which created a most interesting of the sigil of BABALON:
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I'd be curious if others find it as interesting as I do.
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I love it. I recognized those as being the 7 supposedly "deadly sins" (by Catholic standards) but in Latin. So awesome, especially in reference to Liber AL as well as Runar's e-mail on the list (from looong ago) about Sin being a Sumerian moon god (or goddess) and the word Zina (sound-alike) meaning fornication in Arabic. So Babalon is the Goddess OF Sin in all its forms. And Latin was used in times past for liturgy and prayer; we Thelemites may use it for names and mottos. "Inflame thyself in prayer" and "Invoke often" are 2 phrases from Crowley's writings on magick that come to mind (don't remember exactly which ones).

My friend Rob has this computer program to make graphics big enough to print out poster-size...unfortunately I have to ask him again for the name and don't own a printer but I would totally want this on my wall. Along with a couple of posters from Spencer's...like 2 girls kissing and one with the graphics of the chemical makeup and description of drugs. 
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Excerpt from the odious but ubiquitous wikipedia.org, along with my thoughts:

Lust (luxuria) - luxury or riches?

Gluttony (gula)

Greed (avaritia) - to be stingy or selfish, wanting everything

Sloth (acedia) - laziness, idleness, not doing anything

Wrath (ira) - anger

Envy (invidia) - jealous, desiring something one cannot or does not have (and therefore thinks s/he needs in order to be happy)

Pride (superbia) - to think oneself superb?

 

"Beginning in the early 14th century, the popularity of the seven deadly sins as a theme among European artists of the time eventually helped to ingrain them in many areas of Christian culture and Christian consciousness in general throughout the world. One means of such ingraining was the creation of the mnemonic "SALIGIA" based on the first letters in Latin of the seven deadly sins: superbia, avaritia, luxuria, invidia, gula, ira, acedia."
 

Picture is Heronymus Bosch's The Seven Deadly Sins and the Four Last Things.
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AL III.44:  "But let her raise herself in pride!  Let her follow me in my way!  Let her work the work of wickedness!  Let her kill her heart!  Let her be loud and adulterous!  Let her be covered with jewels, and rich garments, and let her be shameless before all men!"

Hi Cammy,
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I’m glad you’ve enjoyed this; I like the richness you’ve found in this.  Of course, before printing this out, be kind and ask the artist for permission.

In addition to what you’ve found, you might want to look at Liber Dux Femina Facti of the Breviary of the GCL, especially where it says:

Babalon, concubine of the Beast, makes him drunk upon the blood of the saints that she has gathered in the Cup of her fornication.  She is Malka (the Daughter) and is uplifted, set upon the Throne of Binah, creating the ‘Elixir of Life’ that is the ‘Red Powder’ obtained from the ground bones of Choronzon.  This is at least, a veiled description of this path.

In the Call of 2nd Aethyr, it is said: 

“Behold the face of your God, the beginning of comfort, whose eyes are the brightness of the heavens which provided you for the government of the earth, and her unspeakable variety, furnishing you with a power of understanding, that ye might dispose all things according to the foresight of Him that sitteth on the Holy Throne, and rose up in the beginning, saying, The earth, let her be governed by her parts (this is the prostitution of BABALON to Pan), and let there be division in her (the formation of the Many from the One), that her glory 

may be always ecstasy and the irritation of orgasm. Her course let it round with the heavens (that is, let her way be always harmonious with heaven), and as an handmaid let her serve them (that is, the Virgin of Eternity climbing into the bed of CHAOS.”

I’d be curious to see what you discover.
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If we become aware of our vices (by Christian standards, "cardinal" or "deadly sins") then we can hope to attain virtue. We understand and distinguish something by way of its opposite, and we can care about other people when we care about ourselves first. Therefore, we can attain divinity when we ourselves find the divine in everything and ourselves. The mention of Babalon drinking the blood of saints reminds me of virtue, because saints are those who are thought to have perfected virtue. They gave their life to her, to knowledge. They have not given in to fear, but faced it and the chaos of things they cannot control. 

I just read Liber Dux Femina Facti. With the Moon symbolizing the woman's body (and emotions) and that "every man's body is his temple," it is a place to cultivate the art of virtue. Fornication is a virtue too, once it is shameless and free and done out of love or sincere attraction. And once the attraction ends, so should the couple go separate ways. The Scarlet Woman's heart is hard and does not become attached, that is why she is considered virgin (untouched as well as devoted) at the same time she is prostituted (the act of sex can be degraded), although she loves all (therefore the whore).

 

Liber AL chI 41. The word of Sin is Restriction. O man! refuse not thy wife, if she will! O lover, if thou wilt, depart! There is no bond that can unite the divided but love: all else is a curse. Accursed! Accursed be it to the aeons! Hell.
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Wanted to add:

virtue can also be control of the chaos of emotions...control and channelling of vices.
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