Hello everyone,
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Liber AL chII v23: I am alone: there is no God where I am. 

27. There is great danger in me; for who doth not understand these runes shall make a great miss. He shall fall down into the pit called Because, and there he shall perish with the dogs of Reason.
28. Now a curse upon Because and his kin!
29. May Because be accursèd for ever!
30. If Will stops and cries Why, invoking Because, then Will stops & does nought.
31. If Power asks why, then is Power weakness.
32. Also reason is a lie; for there is a factor infinite & unknown; & all their words are skew-wise.
33. Enough of Because! Be he damned for a dog! 


a part of chIII v47 reads:
[...] Then this line drawn is a key: then this circle squared in its failure is a key also. 

from The Comment:
All questions of the Law are to be decided only by appeal to my writings, each for himself. 

Rather that comment on each verse, I am going to offer my interpretation as a whole, so the meaning comes across. 

We are known by our various habits or what we do. People say that to know God we must believe in him, but where is the proof? The argument goes that the watch has a maker, but we are not watches.
And our habits become spontaneous second nature...the feet don't lie and this applies to oneself as well as other people...actions speak louder than words. Listen to your body or gut instinct.

Letting go of assumptions and preconceived notions allows a suspension of belief, which makes one open to action and choosing a path unique to themselves. There is no longer a, what Ryan calls, a "circle of excuses." We must listen for the unexpected, and some things are impossible to fix (no regrets) and even to explain - they just are. With that comes acceptance, trust, and confidence.
And thinking of new possibilities and acting upon them allows for consideration of 'other' whether it's a person or a new, different idea...getting out of self-absorption.
Imagining something can be without words, in silence with inner power or strength.
Hence the saying,"out of sight, out of mind," which is alluding to self-delusion, and jumping to conclusions.
Thinking outside the box can certainly be encouraged, but not taught or forced.
And hence, various interpretations and opinions of subjects are welcome and free...but by the same token, may be (if spoken) open to challenge and discussion, and the proof comes in how well one can act out their principles.
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a bit more:
therefore, the timely analysis of various possibilities leads to resourcefulness...we are not doomed to do things one certain way, but can find alternatives.
however, though we have the right to change our minds as time goes on and our feelings develop, we must not be overly indecisive (flaky) either.
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
This reminds me of Patti Smith's "Sea of Possibilities."
Check out the song Land (of a Thousand Dances) on her first album.
93/93
pj
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1. Had! The manifestation of Nuit. 

The single point of focus directed either outwards or inwards depending on the gender of the soul, (see Liber ABA/Book IV) the innermost self.

    2. The unveiling of the company of heaven.

The revelation alluding to the philosophical quote of Hermes,"As above, so below."

    3. Every man and every woman is a star.

A continuation of verse 2; we are each individuals and divine in our own rights.

    4. Every number is infinite; there is no difference.

Numbers being the units by which we count, we still should not be limited by them. Quality vs. quantity. It is unquestioned (sanely at least) that we do not exist to each other, as we do not have to persuade or prove oneself to others, much less beg for pity or feign a handicap (as if we are somehow less than human, or only human due to something or someone else). We may not be known personally by strangers, but we are 'known' to be individuals by those who are individual...and by our fruits (paraphrase of Biblical quote,"Ye shall know them by their fruits."

    5. Help me, o warrior lord of Thebes, in my unveiling before the             Children of men!

This requires the bravery of a fighter, who is merciless and ever-vigilant for threats to one's self-preservation.

    6. Be thou Hadit, my secret centre, my heart & my tongue!

wow...just wow...

His vocal chords started shooting like (of a horse) mad pituitary glands 
[...]
Go Rimbaud!
93
Cammymeditation  is  one of many ways that leads to finding the focus of one's center.
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thanks! just saw a music video on youtube for it: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxGAoZJzNAI
lyrics here:
http://www.lyricsfreak.com/p/patti+smith/land_20105259.html
i like these especially:
When suddenly johnny gets the feeling he's being surrounded by 
Horses, horses, horses, horses 
Coming in in all directions 
[...]
Got to lose control and then you take control
93
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Hi Cammy,

93

 

You wrote:

lyrics here:
http://www.lyricsfreak.com/p/patti+smith/land_20105259.html
i like these especially:
When suddenly johnny gets the feeling he's being surrounded by 
Horses, horses, horses, horses 
Coming in in all directions 
[...]
Got to lose control and then you take control
A big theme in Patti's work through several albums was first 'losing control' as in a trance on stage and taking chances with spontaneity with the band.  Courage of this sort is discussed in serious Jazz journals today.  And Patti was trying to create a rock and roll religion.
The first album, Horses (with this song) was the abandonment of control as brought to ecstatic frenzy in her second album, Radio Ethiopia with the chant: total abandon, total abandon...
In the third, Easter, the height of this ecstasy is in the song 25th Floor/High on Rebellion.  This coasts to a divine dance in Dancing Barefoot on her fourth album, Wave.  From there, in her married life and raising children, she focused on taking control in her poetry; a strength she would need as she would soon lose her brother, her husband and a few of her closest friends in the coming few years.
All this, in a sense, predicted by this simple theme in a song on her first album.
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Hi Cammy,
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You wrote:
wow...just wow...

His vocal chords started shooting like (of a horse) mad pituitary glands 
[...]
Go Rimbaud!
The pituitary gland became my fascination, which eventually blossomed to several of the documents of the GCL.
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7. Behold! it is revealed by Aiwass the minister of Hoor-paar-kraat. 

Aiwass being that praeter-human intelligence as the medium or messenger (psychopomp) between the divine and the mundane (heaven and earth or gods and humans).

    8. The Khabs is in the Khu, not the Khu in the Khabs.

The soul is in the spirit, as a sword is kept in a sheath.

    9. Worship then the Khabs, and behold my light shed over you!
The Khabs is that soul which has any possibility of immortality.

    10. Let my servants be few & secret: they shall rule the many & the known.

Masters of all, work in silence.

    11. These are fools that men adore; both their Gods & their men are fools.

Like idols, or false spirits...some people worship what is on the outside, a superficial appearance, rather than self-introspection and self-empowerment. See also Motta's Astral Attack & Defense. The whole "God vs. man" hierarchical power dichotomy is moot, rather it is a blend of the two.

    12. Come forth, o children, under the stars, & take your fill of love! 

The spontaneous creativity and mystical experiences are as an infinite stream-of-consciousness or a sum of all of our thoughts in the astral realm, above, in our train of thoughts . During one such experience, we are able to seemingly randomly pick out certain things and put them together to make something unique and beautiful...and real. At the time, we may no longer feel as if we are entirely conscious of ourselves or self-conscious, but are acting out of necessity...a vital action in order to ensure vitality.

    13. I am above you and in you. My ecstasy is in yours. My joy is to see your joy. 

Considered as equals, we are free to be happy and see and perhaps share in each other's happiness.

    14. Above, the gemmèd azure is
  The naked splendour of Nuit;
She bends in ecstasy to kiss
  The secret ardours of Hadit.
The wingèd globe, the starry blue,
Are mine, O Ankh-af-na-khonsu!

The creative experience is a pleasureable, intensely emotional trance-state of a sort of frenzy...perhaps it is to unveil our own secrets and mysteries?
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You said:
8. The Khabs is in the Khu, not the Khu in the Khabs.
The soul is in the spirit, as a sword is kept in a sheath.
 
You may want to read the commentary to this verse a little more carefully.  As well, I'll refer you to the conversation we had with the Luminist League some time ago on this list.
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Hi Cammy,
93
 

You said:
8. The Khabs is in the Khu, not the Khu in the Khabs.
The soul is in the spirit, as a sword is kept in a sheath.
 
You may want to read the commentary to this verse a little more carefully.  As well, I'll refer you to the conversation we had with the Luminist League some time ago on this list.
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her lyrics are abstract and very surreal, poetic...there is a difference, but hers is both. vivid and extremely powerful.

i am getting heavily into the abstract artists in general, M.I.A. (rather political), Busdriver, lesbians (club dancing) Nickyclick and Jenna Riot, and even a bit of nerdcore (MC Frontalot, though a bit tame for me).

Busdriver is especially talented as someone who's hit the scene fairly recently, he is known as a hyper-literate abstract hip-hop artist (media ranter) that can outdo any auctioneer. i mean real hip-hop, not that rap crap.

also indie punk rockers (MC Frontalot's bassist Brandon Patton aka the raunchy "Blak Lotus") and local bands.
i notice that Busdriver (Regan Farquhar) and as you describe, Patti Smith go into spontaneous thrashing around on stage. when Busdriver gets into freestyle mode, his eyes are not focused - almost rolling back.

it is good to try different things every day, whether it's music, food or whatnot.

 

"It's the resurgence of the happy black rappers
But our African medallions are handicap placards.
[...]
It's the return of the all popular dope rappers
Who retreat to their holes in the sky, climbing up rope-ladders
And I will sell you a silver disc soaked in laughter, 
Cause you've been brainwashed. Out of your ears leaks soap lather
[...] pound my beliefs into the desired shape, and put 'em sound asleep in the fireplace.
Oh my. Sorry I left my acceptance speech in the back of the private car
And I re-wrote the Hollywood ending flux the motion-picture screen
Made it so the black guy doesn't die by the opening scene.
[...]
and you tell me songwriting's like child-bearing! no it's not,
it's self-indulgence,
Elephant culprits watch their egos melt in charcoal pits.
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Hi PJ,
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Thanks for this. I see I made an error. The spirit is in the soul, then; it would make sense as when the soul (essence) leaves the body, it would take the spirit (of life) along with it. This brings to mind so-called near-death experiences.

I would also say that any analysis of Liber AL is opening up a lot of food for thought regarding many concepts, including the soul vs. the spirit. The 2 are mentioned in Bible stories but are not really examined or defined distinctly from one another. 
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Inadvertently, you produce an interesting question.  In Biblical Old Testament (not necessary composed of any authentic Jewish design), there seems to be no interest in any description of an after-life; maybe even a tacit acceptance of a more common concept of an after-life.  For the New Testament, we find edited and abridged versions of Gnostic texts.  And in Gnosticism, we find a general cosmogony of Aeons that seem to map regions of the human psyche.  But there seems to be no distinction made between Soul and Spirit, nor any technical description of these and their function(s).  This is found with the Jewish counterpart in the reception of the ancient Sumerian/Egyptian Gnosis, India and Hindu science.
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I've always been interested in the Jewish notions of an afterlife.  It seems as if there was no notion at all for some aside from references to Sheol, a shadowy place where the soul rests until the resurection.  The fact that Sheol is shadowy makes me think of the lower astral and it seems like a certain phase of unconsciousness that the soul must go through.  Then there seems to be a slight analogy with Hades, but my understanding of the Jewish issue is quite dark here and I have yet to meet Jews who can shed real light on the matter.  (qabalistic pun intended)

There seems to be incredible value placed on 'this world' since there is the belief in the messiah and the physical resurection.  Much more life and ego affirming in contrast to our gnostic and Buddhist brothers out there.  This value of the ego and struggling i.e.the prophets arguing with God and in Israel everyone argues all the time lol..  Immediately it is understandable why Judaism and its two offspring have been fighting ever since.  Yet in Libar Al war and fighting is encouraged.  ChIII paraphrase: 'As brothers, fight ye.'  This may also touch on the mystery of the bloody sacrifice, blood is shed to awaken God as per the Cain legend.  And it is our bloodshed through war and accident that has led us to evolve an earthly existence that is exciting and interesting.  If we wipe ourselves out the DNA will continue to mutate until a new vessel for self consciousness is produced in order that union with the one and the all can be established consciously.  There will always be a pentagram.  I say these things based on the doctrine of the universal soul and the innate drive for perfection that is found in nature.  We also have our recent discoveries of the DNA: it's origin and behavior which suggests the same.  

It is also interesting that traditional rabbis need to collect every fragment of a mutilated body in order to aid the resurection.  I'm not sure what this really means:  a part of me wants to shrug it off as mere egocentric superstition, another part of me senses a great occult truth hidden in this notion.  I think it may go deeper than our common consensus of congealing a soul in the astral light, since it suggests an involvement of the physical body as well.   Of course any illumination on this would be greatly appreciated.. 
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Hi Ryan,
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I've always been interested in the Jewish notions of an afterlife.  It seems as if there was no notion at all for some aside from references to Sheol, a shadowy place where the soul rests until the resurection.  

The Second Death is of course, the destruction of the Soul or in Egyptian lore, where it goes to the 'weighing of the heart.'
The fact that Sheol is shadowy makes me think of the lower astral and it seems like a certain phase of unconsciousness that the soul must go through.  

This is where the Nephilim are said to be imprisoned in pseudpegripha lore; the Annunaki, their forbears, being Lucifer's legions of Holy Guardian Angels.
Then there seems to be a slight analogy with Hades, but my understanding of the Jewish issue is quite dark here and I have yet to meet Jews who can shed real light on the matter.  (qabalistic pun intended)

Hades differs as the cosmogony for the ancient Greco-Roman culture literally saw this as underground and making no connecting link as the Egyptians did, between the underground and the Duat (starry sky).

There seems to be incredible value placed on 'this world' since there is the belief in the messiah and the physical resurection.  

I've heard of Messianic Judaism and knew one of its offshoots (Jews for Jesus), but this is not at all mainstream.  In the Roman era, a Messiah was viewed as a general that would lead a revolt against Roman occupation.  This has morphed over time to one that will restore Jerusalem; the concern being yes, of this world.
Much more life and ego affirming in contrast to our gnostic and Buddhist brothers out there.  This value of the ego and struggling i.e.the prophets arguing with God and in Israel everyone argues all the time lol..  Immediately it is understandable why Judaism and its two offspring have been fighting ever since.  Yet in Libar Al war and fighting is encouraged.  ChIII paraphrase: 'As brothers, fight ye.'  This may also touch on the mystery of the bloody sacrifice, blood is shed to awaken God as per the Cain legend.  

The Bloody Sacrifice is the most powerful, yet the most primal Magick.  The primal nature of the AOM's Lunar Exorcism calls to much of this current.
And it is our bloodshed through war and accident that has led us to evolve an earthly existence that is exciting and interesting.  If we wipe ourselves out the DNA will continue to mutate until a new vessel for self consciousness is produced in order that union with the one and the all can be established consciously.  There will always be a pentagram.  I say these things based on the doctrine of the universal soul and the innate drive for perfection that is found in nature.  We also have our recent discoveries of the DNA: it's origin and behavior which suggests the same.

Much of this of course, is discussed in several GCL documents pertaining to the Gnostic Mass.  

It is also interesting that traditional rabbis need to collect every fragment of a mutilated body in order to aid the resurection.  I'm not sure what this really means:  a part of me wants to shrug it off as mere egocentric superstition, another part of me senses a great occult truth hidden in this notion.  I think it may go deeper than our common consensus of congealing a soul in the astral light, since it suggests an involvement of the physical body as well.   Of course any illumination on this would be greatly appreciated.. 

The Egyptians from which the Jewish culture emerged, collected all the body parts; though storing them in canopic jars for the journey of the departed Soul.  This seems to have originated from this.  Yet in the Lunar nature of the Jews, the Earth would be the ending place for the bones, which the Romans adopted as well; preaching the resurrection of the body.
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"The Power of Silence"

As we cry out, we carve more lines 

to follow and to look between.

Read the fine print: 

there are no words

 under all these feelings.

Truth is mute.
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15. Now ye shall know that the chosen priest & apostle of infinite space is the prince-priest the Beast; and in his woman called the Scarlet Woman is all power given. They shall gather my children into their fold: they shall bring the glory of the stars into the hearts of men. 

 

The word "apostle" usually has a Christian connotation, but we may take it in the sense that he (Crowley) is the messenger, or bringing forth (in a sense, giving birth to) in conjunction with the Scarlet Woman, the message. Note like in the Scarlet Letter, scarlet is a color of sexual "scandal" (so-called) or libertine and hedonistic - ahead of the times. Crowley was indeed heretical in his time. 
Also, the word "fold" has definitions (among others) being wings, yielding or giving into, embrace, entwine or crossing, end or closing up...referring not only to love and the spiral of DNA (or even snakes) but also (I may be reading too much into this here) a sacred space which is the heart, the divinity of each star, and Will. 
 

16. For he is ever a sun, and she a moon. But to him is the winged secret flame, and to her the stooping starlight. 

 

In spite of all the stereotypical implication of the moon in most cultures being associated with the feminine and therefore a sort of inferior of the sun, it is equal in that it reflects the light and as Ouspensky writes, has a symbiotic relationship with the earth and its inhabitants just as the earth needs the sun to live. And his statement from Gurdjieff's teaching that it was once the sun is even more profound. 
 

However, the fact that in some myths like the ancient Egyptians having a male moon-god goes to show that attributing actual gender or sex is mostly for illustrative purposes, it's really about the qualities being expressed and the needs of the message or symbolism.
 

We see in Darwinism and evolution that some female animals will become male or hermaphroditic and self-fertilizing...in addition to cloning themselves (which is really a devolutive adaptation much like the amoeba). 
 

Liber ABA mentions the direction the soul takes depending on whether it is masculine or feminine...the masculine directing outwards (& upwards) and the feminine, inwards (or downward). 
 

17. But ye are not so chosen. 

 

To be chosen would be limit possibilities and progress...too much hoopla over the chosen one like with Jesus, Mohammed etc. who didn't create the religions - their followers did. 
This would also imply that we are subject to fate or destiny and impelled by the stars rather than be compelled by them. 
 

18. Burn upon their brows, o splendrous serpent! 

 

The serpent being that which consumes even itself...the Ouroborous...and the brows being a sort of 'seat' of the pineal gland and one of the finer distinguishing features of human consciousness (as opposed to other primates). We use our brows to express subtleties of emotion. 
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Cammy

Liber AL chII:

19. Is a God to live in a dog? No! but the highest are of us. They shall rejoice, our chosen: who sorroweth is not of us. 

23. I am alone: there is no God where I am. 

it also mentions the "dogs of Reason" (v28). Dogs are "man's best friend" and the symbolism here reminds me of the blind loyalty a dog has towards its master. Yet, we are alone in our quest. We are our own worst enemy...and our ultimate companion. 
I also take "dogs of Reason" to mean that noise and turmoil of the various "Is" or lesser egos, those multiple inner voices that attempt to control and persuade us in a chaotic dispersion.
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15. Now ye shall know that the chosen priest & apostle of infinite space is the prince-priest the Beast; and in his woman called the Scarlet Woman is all power given. They shall gather my children into their fold: they shall bring the glory of the stars into the hearts of men. 

 

The word "apostle" usually has a Christian connotation, but we may take it in the sense that he (Crowley) is the messenger, or bringing forth (in a sense, giving birth to) in conjunction with the Scarlet Woman, the message. Note like in the Scarlet Letter, scarlet is a color of sexual "scandal" (so-called) or libertine and hedonistic - ahead of the times. Crowley was indeed heretical in his time. 
 

This is little discussed in Thelemic circles; except to say that Crowley is the prophet or avatar.  What you suggest here brings up the possibility of what may some profoundly more significant thought.  On the one hand, was the penning of such a statement as this a projection of his own ego through a description of a technical process?  Or was this an admonition on the part of Aiwass to relay a technical process?  And what of the technical process?  Is it to start a new religion and the Scarlet Woman and the Beast are offices of that religion?
In some of Crowley's diaries, we find the magickal process of Crowley's scarlet concubines in ceremonies where they become oracles after being placed in a sexual trance by him.  But what of the gathering of children into the fold of Nuit?  Is this an evangelicism?  Or is it a description of the birthing of stars?
Your suggestion that the apostle is a messenger of infinite space suggests Crowley as a conduit to this process that brings "the glory of the stars into the hearts of men."  The "glory of the stars" is an highly poetic phrase and open to a variety of interpretations.  Perhaps here, the idea of the egregore and/or the current that is the 'Thelemic Current' or '93 Current' is the technical teaching.  Or should we consider a host of stars that are the Auogieades (sp?) or Holy Guardian Angels of the pseudpegriphic and Enochian lore?
These are unsettled overal in terms of viewing Thelema as a religion with a central doctrine; indeed, even to some point using such issues as these to spin off sectarian movements.  And on a personal level, especially for those who espouse Thelemic philosophy and yet don't value any religiosity, it seems to little is focused on the hint of a technical teaching that's in this poetic utterance.  In Crowley's work, this was a spiritualistic practice where the Scarlet Woman became possessed by various possessing intelligences giving prediction and advice.  In modern practice, some men have used sexual stimulation not to perceive utterances from their concubines, but that they themselves supposedly become the oracle and give forth what they claim to be further prophecy.  This I have personally criticized harshly enough in the past; though I've also found profundity in others, such as Runar and Slobodan.  Yet here, in Runar the work was not of a sexual process and the sexual working of Sloboban and his partner was not so much prophecy as an inspired working.
Personally, I take to the Enochian angle and the glory of the stars is the connection with the angelic part of our being.  Though also, the oracular working is also a viable path; these being two different technical workings suggested in this one verse. 

 

Also, the word "fold" has definitions (among others) being wings, yielding or giving into, embrace, entwine or crossing, end or closing up...referring not only to love and the spiral of DNA (or even snakes) but also (I may be reading too much into this here) a sacred space which is the heart, the divinity of each star, and Will. 
 

Your analogy here with the strands of DNA is marvelous; further, the glory of the stars then being the phosphorylation discussed in GCL documents.  This shows me yet a third angle on the technical instruction of this verse that sits in harmony with the other two I mention above.
 

16. For he is ever a sun, and she a moon. But to him is the winged secret flame, and to her the stooping starlight. 

 

In spite of all the stereotypical implication of the moon in most cultures being associated with the feminine and therefore a sort of inferior of the sun, it is equal in that it reflects the light and as Ouspensky writes, has a symbiotic relationship with the earth and its inhabitants just as the earth needs the sun to live. And his statement from Gurdjieff's teaching that it was once the sun is even more profound. 
 

Of course, here, the verse is clearly delineating gender to these two 'greater lights'.  For the Sun, the winged flame suggests the emergent or evolutionary path to becoming (the core of flame in every star; including planet Earth's core and the core of all living planets) as the Moon channels the light of the stars in a descending or involutionary path.  Thus my Hadit, the flame in the core of my heart rises up to meet its angelic/augoeiades (sp?) descendent of the stars.
 

Liber ABA mentions the direction the soul takes depending on whether it is masculine or feminine...the masculine directing outwards (& upwards) and the feminine, inwards (or downward). 
 

17. But ye are not so chosen. 

 

To be chosen would be limit possibilities and progress...too much hoopla over the chosen one like with Jesus, Mohammed etc. who didn't create the religions - their followers did. 
This would also imply that we are subject to fate or destiny and impelled by the stars rather than be compelled by them. 
 

Your interpretation here is very interesting.  Some have used this verse to suggest that this is a prophecy yet to be fulfilled; someone to come forth as the Beast and as the Scarlet Woman.  Crowley spins his interpretation to claim that this verse actually demonstrates that he is chosen in his commentary.  And perhaps in light of your suggestion, we might even rationalize the two ideas.  Crowley is not chosen to this combined office as he must explore yet so many other possibilities.  I have often said that the entirety of Crowley's corpus is but a skeleton with so many paths for us to fill.  Towards these ends, people like Kenneth Grant have taken to one path of exploration as Motta, to another.  And yet, Crowley as an avatar sees all his work having come through the technical performance of his later experiments with his Scarlet Women and even the channeling of AL that came through his then current wife as the carrying out of his Holy Guardian Angel and not the imp that "ye" in the verse actually refers to (according to Crowley's spin).
 

18. Burn upon their brows, o splendrous serpent! 

 

The serpent being that which consumes even itself...the Ouroborous...and the brows being a sort of 'seat' of the pineal gland and one of the finer distinguishing features of human consciousness (as opposed to other primates). We use our brows to express subtleties of emotion. 
 

This is entirely consistent with GCL teaching...I like it.
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Hi PJ,
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Thanks for your comments.

I like what Motta says, (to paraphrase) that the "message" is the
progression or evolution of thought and man-made religion adapting in
order to survive; becoming modern and taking in some principles that
value freedom. However, modernized doesn't necessarily mean civil and
it is a hard struggle - and a lot of bloodshed, literally.

I am also reminded that in the womb we all start off as female and it
is only after a few months that the embryo (then a fetus) turns male
(or not). So what really is gender? Is it physical identification
(sex), emotional, or both?
93 93
Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
You make an interesting observation here:

I like what Motta says, (to paraphrase) that the "message" is the
progression or evolution of thought and man-made religion adapting in
order to survive; becoming modern and taking in some principles that
value freedom. However, modernized doesn't necessarily mean civil and
it is a hard struggle - and a lot of bloodshed, literally.

 

The measure of history shows us clearly, the 'battle' of becoming; old forces against new forces with every development in the human condition.  The Earth herself often cries out for human blood as all things are the 'One Thing' under the Sun.  Without pretending that war is some sort of virtue; war is often the practical method for great changes in the human psyche.  Change will always bring an equal and opposite reaction...and change is stability.
In my article, A Summation of War, I write about this from a global perspective:
 

Yet Ra-Hoor-Khuit, this union of Nuit and Hadit, Sky and Earth, calls for this Initiation by way of bloodshed (Cf. Crowley's notes on the formula of Cheth and the Chariot Atu) as ecstatic union, a Eucharist. This war of competing Christist ideologies or WWIII is yet another in a series of wars and bloodshed (as per the Tower Atu) that shows the process of the bloody sacrifice, which pervades this Aeon unto the Aeon of Maat. That is why Liber AL is in a sense 'The Third Testament'. As the second testament of the Gnostics was perverted by Council of Nicea and the Roman Patriarchs...and as the first testament was perverted by the Rabbinical Egyptians. Aiwass comes to reveal it again and in a way suitable for the time in which it is being heard. And he does try to prevent its perversion with the command of changing not so much as the style of a letter. 
"Now let it be first understood that I am a god of War and of Vengeance.  I shall deal hardly with them."  AL III.3
 

The bloody sacrifice has always been the most powerful tool for change in conformity with the will; on a racial scale, being war.  War itself is an act of love and love under will; connected with the formula of AGAPE.  That doesn't mean one should be pro or anti-war; war just is...shit happens.  After all, all wars are an amalgamation of the collective thoughts of the human race.  And whether or not one works for or against the war as they participate in the political process, all acts are important and determine the nature of the course of human society on its path to becoming.
93/93
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Maybe one day we will progress or evolve enough to where we won't need war as much...but as long as there is such a schism between different forms of civilization through time and distance, we must revert back to that age-old declaration of bloodshed when large protests and poltical actions do not suffice. some Native Americans held warriors in very high esteem - although, of course, those that did did fight as a way of life (conquerors). 
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The 'bloody sacrifice' you mention is quite distinct. It was written about by Crowley in Liber ABA in connection with the formula of BABALON. 
from Liber AL chI v41, [...] denotes excerpt:
[...] There is no bond that can unite the divided but love: all else is a curse.[...]

All's fair in love and war. If there is not love, then we must fight so that we can be united by love. A seeming conundrum. Take 'bloody' in the British sense of 'bloody hell' or a synonym of our 'damn,' if you will.

I realize I'm getting a bit out of order here mentioning verses, so that I can reply to comments...but I'll add more as I go along.
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93 Everyone,

      19. O azure-lidded woman, bend upon them! 
With the lids covering the eyes which are called the 'windows to the soul,' there's the connection to our celestial origins and the union of heaven and earth - the descent or 'incarnation' of the soul in the earthly body. And 'window' is Heh in Hebrew...Liber V (5 is Heh). 
      20. The key of the rituals is in the secret word which I have given unto him. 
The key being that which opens the 'door'...door being Daleth in Hebrew, the Empress Atu. 
    21. With the God & the Adorer I am nothing: they do not see me. They are as upon the earth; I am Heaven, and there is no other God than me, and my lord Hadit. 
The sort of blind hierarchy focused on power bestowed by another is eschewed and does not elevate man to his proper nature and powers. Also, maybe a reference to attempting to define and limit 'God' as an image (see Liber Tzaddi and Liber LXV chI). 
We are our own worst enemies and yet our sole companion is ourselves. "What does not kill us makes us stronger." - Nietzsche
      22. Now, therefore, I am known to ye by my name Nuit, and to him by a secret name which I will give him when at last he knoweth me. Since I am Infinite Space, and the Infinite Stars thereof, do ye also thus. Bind nothing! Let there be no difference made among you between any one thing & any other thing; for thereby there cometh hurt. 
Perhaps those who come to know Nuit each have a special name for her? And the last sentence, reminds me of our preconceived assumptions, imaginings, prejudices and emotions we have that cause us to react irrationally. 
      23. But whoso availeth in this, let him be the chief of all! 
He would be among the closest to Nuit, the 'chief position' or principal...the adept.  
Also - and this is a stretch - 'chiefing' when smoking marijuana (a nod to Indian chiefs smoking the peace pipe, LOL) implies that one can still smoke without having to light it again since it is still burning; maybe a reference to the 'lamp' of the adept that burns without oil?
    24. I am Nuit, and my word is six and fifty. 
    25. Divide, add, multiply, and understand. 
One reference might be to the old-fashioned way of saying large numbers, as in Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation that said,"Four score and seven years ago" = 4x20+7=87 years. 
      26. Then saith the prophet and slave of the beauteous one: Who am I, and what shall be the sign? So she answered him, bendingdown, a lambent flame of blue, all-touching, all penetrant, her lovely hands upon the black earth, & her lithe body arched for love, and her soft feet not hurting the little flowers: Thou knowest! And the sign shall be my ecstasy, the consciousness of the continuity of existence, the omnipresence of my body. 
'All-penetrant' is very sexual in nature and evokes the libidinous desire of the female who implodes upon orgasm or climax. One of the definitions of arch = "the curved head of an opening, as a doorway." Also her 'soft feet,' the feet have an arch. 
Sex/love and death/life are primary (and primal) things that we seek. 


      27. Then the priest answered & said unto the Queen of Space, kissing her lovely brows, and the dew of her light bathing his whole body in a sweet-smelling perfume of sweat: O Nuit, continuous one of Heaven, let it be ever thus; that men speak not of Thee as One but as None; and let them speak not of thee at all, since thou art continuous! 
There are certain truths which do not need to be spoken or 'proven' to convince others...that personal experience, though put into words or written, still cannot be understood the same way by another. Gurdjieff said that even the same word can have different meanings for different people depending on their level of understanding (which may not be on par with level of intelligence, but should be). 
      28. None, breathed the light, faint & faery, of the stars, and two. 
Almost a quantum leap of so-called reason to go from none to two, at least by conventional thought...yet, two people cannot be reduced to one; they must maintain their individuality as well as their role in the relationship. 
      29. For I am divided for love's sake, for the chance of union. 
If the most monumental things were too easy, they would be taken for granted. By admitting we are neurotic (fragmented) and really not born with an immortal soul at all, we are that much closer to becoming more awake.
      30. This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all. 
We can only serve ourselves and move on by looking ahead, and each part of the past we leave behind (but not forget) and 'sleeping' parts of ourselves we transform, we will have changed but remained the same...like the artist creating a work of art, begins and ends with the same materials. Alchemy: "to get gold you must have gold." 
Also, by dwelling on negative emotions we create mountains out of molehills...not productive or beneficial at all. In that, the body will remain in a sleepwalking state of habitual motions. 
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I forgot something:

Liber AL chI:

      28. None, breathed the light, faint & faery, of the stars, and two. 
 Faint which means we must have 'ears to hear,' and 'faery,' as in tiny, striving to be a miniature reflection of the cosmos (microcosm) and more fully human....not the thunderous voice of an angry bearded God wagging his finger at his people...nor the benevolent tyrannous queen with her court.
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I'm enjoying my reading of your comments and deeply respect the effort.  Even, I wonder, that after you finished your first draft, you go back and start all over again.  Your perspective is unique and reveals your perception of and relation to the Thelemic current.  And for you as for all of us, your perspective grows and changes over time.  The Caliphate in its early years (and maybe still) disdained any commentary (other than Crowley's) as being 'Black Lodge'; really in their separating attack on Motta as the O.T.O. splintered.  And yet in reading Motta's commentaries, I found things that I found fascinating--along with things that were more ho-hum...but the same could be said for some of Crowley's comments.  And even more interesting is where Motta's able to call Crowley out on some of his own egotism.
I think it would be interesting to see all committed Thelemites to write their own commentary to AL (and even the other holy books).  To stop and deliberate on each verse is a marvelous investigation into one's own philosophical outlook, to understand better our feelings and motivations; bringing all of these forth in a marvelously conscious manner.  And why shouldn't we then comment on one-another's comments?  Who died and made who the be-all and end-all in Thelemic knowledge and wisdom.  Should we try to pretend that it wasn't the Secret Chiefs, but Crowley that 'invented' Thelema?...so then we can ask: WWCD (What would Crowley do?).
I think not...that which we have within us...we should bring out...creativity...creative thinking...critical thinking...feeling, breathing and just being...the work of the Mystic.  And here we create our own sort of Mishna.
That being said...I've a few comments on selected verses...
      19. O azure-lidded woman, bend upon them! 
With the lids covering the eyes which are called the 'windows to the soul,' there's the connection to our celestial origins and the union of heaven and earth - the descent or 'incarnation' of the soul in the earthly body. And 'window' is Heh in Hebrew...Liber V (5 is Heh). 
The Inner Sky
      20. The key of the rituals is in the secret word which I have given unto him. 
The key being that which opens the 'door'...door being Daleth in Hebrew, the Empress Atu. 
The secret word is ABRAHADABRA of course...and Crowley leads us then to a certain technical explanation of this verse.  But here, note this verse being recited by the goddess...you provide a feminine perspective and adding more depth to the meaning of the verse.
    22. Now, therefore, I am known to ye by my name Nuit, and to him by a secret name which I will give him when at last he knoweth me. Since I am Infinite Space, and the Infinite Stars thereof, do ye also thus. Bind nothing! Let there be no difference made among you between any one thing & any other thing; for thereby there cometh hurt. 
Perhaps those who come to know Nuit each have a special name for her? And the last sentence, reminds me of our preconceived assumptions, imaginings, prejudices and emotions we have that cause us to react irrationally. 
The secret name is BABALON.  But I like this idea that each our own perspective will bring its own 'pet name' in our adoration.
      26. Then saith the prophet and slave of the beauteous one: Who am I, and what shall be the sign? So she answered him, bendingdown, a lambent flame of blue, all-touching, all penetrant, her lovely hands upon the black earth, & her lithe body arched for love, and her soft feet not hurting the little flowers: Thou knowest! And the sign shall be my ecstasy, the consciousness of the continuity of existence, the omnipresence of my body. 
'All-penetrant' is very sexual in nature and evokes the libidinous desire of the female who implodes upon orgasm or climax. One of the definitions of arch = "the curved head of an opening, as a doorway." Also her 'soft feet,' the feet have an arch.  Sex/love and death/life are primary (and primal) things that we seek. 
The arch is a classic of archetecture and symbolism; especially in Masonry.  And so the word comes charged even before your viewpoint.  Though you don't seem to have known that Babalon was the secret name that Crowley was to receive, you seem yet to describe characteristics of Babalon.
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Thanks!!
Indeed, any serious Thelemite that values their own perspectives and welcomes those of others should write their own commentaries to Liber AL. WWCD? (What would Crowley - or the Caliphate- do?) Screw that - what would YOU do? 

True, I did not mention Babalon...though I could otherwise figure this from the section of the verse "the little world my sister," (chI v53) Liber Reguli and the writing of Jack Parsons. Actually, this commentary is almost as if it's the first time I've read Liber AL, just because I'm going through it piecemeal...though I've read it many, many times. 
Holy books are made up of meaningful words even moreso than poetry, as it is the meanings of words themselves that are so profound, so often, with a universal appeal.
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Two could also stand for the dichotomy we have between our minds (justified reactions that follow naturally) and our bodies (emotional reactions which were latent regardless of the situation)....that struggle which we have to become a 'whole' human being.
Faint, that is, a dim spark which is the light of gradual enlightenment (pun intended). 
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     31. For these fools of men and their woes care not thou at all! They feel little; what is, is balanced by weak joys; but ye are my chosen ones. 
The "lesser man" controlled and consumed by his completely emotional reactions, each in turn or overwhelmingly at once, is not aware of them nor of true happiness; the "higher man" sees the purpose of and rises beyond the emotions to gain a more expansive viewpoint and aim towards his goal, balancing each to his ability simultaneously. True joy is not just in imagining, but creating - bringing that creativity to fruition. 
And those who are blind cannot see beyond their own emotions and understand the subtleties of various situations and other people...they project onto others. 
      32. Obey my prophet! follow out the ordeals of my knowledge! seek me only! Then the joys of my love will redeem ye from all pain. This is so: I swear it by the vault of my body; by my sacred heart and tongue; by all I can give, by all I desire of ye all. 
The only way to grow is to venture out into the darkness...then eventually, one sees a very dim light. "It's not the world that's messed up, but our relationship to it."
      33. Then the priest fell into a deep trance or swoon, & said unto the Queen of Heaven; Write unto us the ordeals; write unto us the rituals; write unto us the law! 
What's ironic about this verse to me is that in our everyday lives we can sometimes be very good at hiding our true inner emotions and motivations...that trance state described above is different from that sleepwalking trance of the 'fools of men,' yet a trance all the same...that which shows truth that seems not to come from us individually but from a wider range. And which can be revealed when observed by others, or something productive has come out of it (like writing). 
      34. But she said: the ordeals I write not: the rituals shall be half known and half concealed: the Law is for all. 
One cannot write about the ordeals of others....what they'll actually go through, how long the process will take etc. Why need a map, when what one is seeking is right in front of them...although we cannot always see the obvious, and should we look for it (project) in others we'll never find it. 
      35. This that thou writest is the threefold book of Law. 
In creating, we have the vision and the visionary, then there is a third element which is the product of foresight, or revolution if you will...the transformation. Hence, the chapters of Nuit, Hadit and Ra-Hoor-Khuit (magickal childe). 
    36. My scribe Ankh-af-na-khonsu, the priest of the princes, shall not in one letter change this book; but lest there be folly, he shall comment thereupon by the wisdom of Ra-Hoor-Khuit. 

Writing one's own commentary is a great way to provide one's own perspective without changing the original text in any form...so many adherents of other religions have passed on their stories so much so that it becomes mere hearsay (so far from the firsthand account), thereby distorting it. It is better to have the actual object of the perspective itself, upon which to meditate...this clears the mind of other influences and what would then come forth is the individual's own opinion. 
      37. Also the mantras and spells; the obeah and the wanga; the work of the wand and the work of the sword; these he shall learn and teach. 

It is always better to learn and make at least part, if not all, of one's magickal weapons...they do not have to be perfect, but they are one's very own, made with hard work and effort. 
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To better clarify: we cannot be truly aware of what happiness is when it simply comes as an automatic or blind emotional reaction...like a baby being coddled or someone seeking something in particular...only when it comes as a natural response to a course of events, not preceding or in anticipation (expecting) of them. 
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     38. He must teach; but he may make severe the ordeals.

For though guided, the student passes unknowingly into their ordeals...sudden shocks, if you will. 
      39. The word of the Law is THELEMA. 

We are bound to this Law by that word the meaning of which is clear and taken to heart by its adherents. It is an invocation of Will. 
      40. Who calls us Thelemites will do no wrong, if he look but close into the word. For there are therein Three Grades, the Hermit, and the Lover, and the man of Earth. Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law. 

I see this as three phases that man goes through or three possibilities that he could be. Perhaps three types of men per the meanings of the gematria in the word. 
      41. The word of Sin is Restriction. O man! refuse not thy wife, if she will! O lover, if thou wilt, depart! There is no bond that can unite the divided but love: all else is a curse. Accursed! Accursed be it to the aeons! Hell. 

There is no point (literally-that inner self) if we stay with someone we no longer truly love, just to pity or console, avoid pain and emotional growth and processing. 
As I mentioned previously, all is fair in love and war. We struggle or fight so that we can be united by love. Yet, war is either seen as a virtue or a curse, rather than as something that just comes as a matter-of-course....as long as we need to resort to that action, however often. 
      42. Let it be that state of manyhood bound and loathing. So with thy all; thou hast no right but to do thy will. 

One must be consistent in affections, habits and actions each and every day...this lends truth and sincerity that is regardless of temperamental changes. 
      43. Do that, and no other shall say nay. 

Silence is key. Truth is mute, and confidence (in oneself, not others) will make it so that others will respect one's boundaries seeing as they are being kept private, and therefore cannot say anything against it (not given the opportunity). 
      44. For pure will, unassuaged of purpose, delivered from the lust of result, is every way perfect. 

We cannot go into something and be successful by wanting only the vision and that vision only or at a certain time; our plans may change, we may put more ideas into it, and we must be patient and enjoy the work that goes into the end result. We must see the value of the process itself and the needs it fulfills. "Lust of result" causes one to worry or think too much on the little details rather than the big picture, or perhaps on the wrong or insignificant details. 
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45. The Perfect and the Perfect are one Perfect and not two; nay, are none! 

What else would they be? There is the vision and the visionary. I suppose the image would be the positive and the work the negative (frustrating, difficult, at times discouraging and with failure). The end result of completion is the neutralizing state of temporary inaction. A cycle of nature, creation and destruction.
"Nothing's like you expect it. Between the idea and the reality, between the motion and the action, lies the shadow." - Dr Who
Look before you leap, don't sit there and imagine and assume - just jump.
      46. Nothing is a secret key of this law. Sixty-one the Jews call it; I call it eight, eighty, four hundred & eighteen. 

No matter. Subtleties. No guesses or fear. No absolutism . "What is absolute in life? Nothing." This reminds me of the finality of death.
Definition of "matter":

1.the substance or substances of which any physical object consists or is composed: the matter of which the earth is made. 

2. physical or corporeal substance in general, whether solid, liquid, or gaseous, esp. as distinguished from incorporeal substance, as spirit or mind, or from qualities, actions, and thelike. 

3.something that occupies space. 

4.a particular kind of substance: coloring matter. 

5.a situation, state, affair, or business: a trivial matter. 

6.an amount or extent reckoned approximately: a matter of 10 miles. 

7.something of consequence: matter for serious thought. 

8.importance or significance: decisions of little matter. 

9.difficulty; trouble (usually prec. by the ): There is something the matter. 

10.ground, reason, or cause: a matter for complaint. 

11.the material or substance of a discourse, book, etc., often as distinguished from its form. 

12.things put down in words, esp. printed: reading matter. 

13.things sent by mail: postal matter. 

14.a substance discharged by a living body, esp. pus. 

15.Philosophy . 

a.that which by integrative organization forms chemical substances and living things. 

b.Aristotelianism . that which relates to form as potentiality does to actuality. 

      47. But they have the half: unite by thine art so that all disappear. 

The Jews are masters at scientific analysis - considering all possible visible variables of the equation -and Thelemites then, strive to syncretize together into a simple whole. 
    48. My prophet is a fool with his one, one, one; are not they the Ox, and none by the Book? 

1 = Aleph, the fool. 111=Ain Soph Aur
      49. Abrogate are all rituals, all ordeals, all words and signs. Ra-Hoor-Khuit hath taken his seat in the East at the Equinox of the Gods; and let Asar be with Isa, who also are one. But they are not of me. Let Asar be the adorant, Isa the sufferer; Hoor in his secret name and splendour is the Lord initiating. 

The mysteries are now above that outer power hierarchy.
      50. There is a word to say about the Hierophantic task. Behold! there are three ordeals in one, and it may be given in three ways. The gross must pass through fire; let the fine be tried in intellect, and the lofty chosen ones in the highest. Thus ye have star & star, system & system; let not one know well the other! 

One can only gain the value in the ordeals suited for them. 
      51. There are four gates to one palace; the floor of that palace is of silver and gold; lapis lazuli & jasper are there; and all rare scents; jasmine & rose, and the emblems of death. Let him enter in turn or at once the four gates; let him stand on the floor of the palace. Will he not sink? Amn. Ho! warrior, if thy servant sink? But there are means and means. Be goodly therefore: dress ye all in fine apparel; eat rich foods and drink sweet wines and wines that foam! Also, take your fill and will of love as ye will, when, where and with whom ye will! But always unto me. 

"In Search of the Miraculous" mentions something very similar to this, a great parellel. Men seek to get inside the fourth room by various means, sometimes prematurely and without going through the other rooms. Grace, taste, aesthetics. 
      52. If this be not aright; if ye confound the space-marks, saying: They are one; or saying, They are many; if the ritual be not ever unto me: then expect the direful judgments of Ra Hoor Khuit! 

That would take away from the wonder that is life.
      53. This shall regenerate the world, the little world my sister, my heart & my tongue, unto whom I send this kiss. Also, o scribe and prophet, though thou be of the princes, it shall not assuage thee nor absolve thee. But ecstasy be thine and joy of earth: ever To me! To me! 

His position as prince doesn't change or relieve him of his work. 
      54. Change not as much as the style of a letter; for behold! thou, o prophet, shalt not behold all these mysteries hidden therein. 

The study of handwriting can reveal many things.
      55. The child of thy bowels, he shall behold them. 

      56. Expect him not from the East, nor from the West; for from no expected house cometh that child. Aum! All words are sacred and all prophets true; save only that they understand a little; solve the first half of the equation, leave the second unattacked. But thou hast all in the clear light, and some, though not all, in the dark. 

So it is that every teacher comes to expound upon various parts of the equation; "different religions break the monotony." (Motta) Light to see and clarify (clear vision=clairvoyance).
      57. Invoke me under my stars! Love is the law, love under will. Nor let the fools mistake love; for there are love and love. There is the dove, and there is the serpent. Choose ye well! He, my prophet, hath chosen, knowing the law of the fortress, and the great mystery of the House of God. 

All these old letters of my Book are aright; but [Tzaddi] is not the Star. This also is secret: my prophet shall reveal it to the wise. 

      58. I give unimaginable joys on earth: certainty, not faith, while in life, upon death; peace unutterable, rest, ecstasy; nor do I demand aught in sacrifice. 

      59. My incense is of resinous woods & gums; and there is no blood therein: because of my hair the trees of Eternity. 

Funny thing that many statues are made of resin cast.  "used in medicine and in the making of varnishes and plastics." 

      60. My number is 11, as all their numbers who are of us. The Five Pointed Star, with a Circle in the Middle, & the circle is Red. My colour is black to the blind, but the blue & gold are seen of the seeing. Also I have a secret glory for them that love me. 

11 is also -1+1=2=0. 
      61. But to love me is better than all things: if under the night stars in the desert thou presently burnest mine incense before me, invoking me with a pure heart, and the Serpent flame therein, thou shalt come a little to lie in my bosom. For one kiss wilt thou then be willing to give all; but whoso gives one particle of dust shall lose all in that hour. Ye shall gather goods and store of women and spices; ye shall wear rich jewels; ye shall exceed the nations of the earth in spendour & pride; but always in the love of me, and so shall ye come to my joy. I charge you earnestly to come before me in a single robe, and covered with a rich headdress. I love you! I yearn to you! Pale or purple, veiled or voluptuous, I who am all pleasure and purple, and drunkenness of the innermost sense, desire you. Put on the wings, and arouse the coiled splendour within you: come unto me! 

The Apocalyse chapter of the Bible mentions the above hedonism as being the end of the world. Perhaps to usher in a new era?
      62. At all my meetings with you shall the priestess say -- and her eyes shall burn with desire as she stands bare and rejoicing in my secret temple -- To me! To me! calling forth the flame of the hearts of all in her love-chant. 

Wiccans called worshipping naked as "sky-clad."
      63. Sing the rapturous love-song unto me! Burn to me perfumes! Wear to me jewels! Drink to me, for I love you! I love you! 

Jewels are ador-nments. Also, to be drunk, maybe in the sense of Jimi Hendrix saying,"Are you experienced? Have YOU ever been experienced?"
      64. I am the blue-lidded daughter of Sunset; I am the naked brilliance of the voluptuous night-sky.VOL

      65. To me! To me! 

Seeking oneself and beyond without stopping.
      66. The Manifestation of Nuit is at an end. 

Incarnation or incantation upon the earth. Enchant.
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