On Thu, Feb 10, 2011 at 9:01 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli <provelli1@nycap.rr.com> wrote:

31. Do not disdain the Lamb, for without him it is not possible to see the door. No one divested will be able to enter unto the King.
32. The Sons of the Celestial Person are more numerous than those of the earthly person. If the sons of Adam are numerous although they invariably die, how many more are the Sons of the Perfect Person!—these who do not die but rather are continually being born.
The celestial paradigm of the ancient Egyptian tradition is most evident in this particular verse.  In the A.’.A.’. it is said that by reaching the City of the Pyramids, one casts one’s star into the heavens, while simultaneously finding one’s essence cast back into the Ruach (astral body within the physical body).  This greater ‘perfection’ of the individual is the Immortality that provides the greater and lesser lights of the night sky.  Terrestrial perfection balances the above with the below; harmonizing the Will with the planet about which the body is orbiting.  The orbit itself is the Love over which the Will operates; it is the spontaneity that is the play of gods doing their Will amongst the living; the art of the Perfecti.[1]
33. The Father creates (a) Son, but it is not possible for the Son himself to create (a) son. For it is impossible for him who is begotten, himself to beget—but rather, the Son begets for himself Brothers, not sons.
 In the ‘Book of Thomas’ (not to be confused with the Gospel of Thomas) a similar theme is extant:
"Now, since it has been said that you are my  twin and true companion, examine yourself, and learn who you are, in what way you exist, and  how you will come to be. Since you will be called my brother, it is not fitting that you be  ignorant  of yourself. And I know that you have understood, because you had already understood that I am the knowledge of the truth. So while you accompany me, although you are uncomprehending, you have (in fact) already come to know, and you will be called 'the one who knows himself. For he who has not known himself has known nothing, but he who has known himself has at the same time already achieved knowledge about the depth of the all. So then, you, my brother Thomas, have beheld what is obscure 20 to men, that is, what they ignorantly stumble against."
The Gospel of Thomas (with our added commentary) echoes this:
3. Yeshua says: If those who lead you say to you: Behold, the Sovereignty is in the sky!, then the birds of the sky will precede you. If they say to you: It is in the sea!, then the fish {of the sea} will precede you. But the Sovereignty {of God} is within you and it is without you. {Whoever recognizes himself shall find it; and when you recognize yourselves} you shall know that you are the Sons of the Living Father. Yet if you do not recognize yourselves, then you are impoverished and you are the impoverishment. 
The Hermetic Axiom:  “Know Thyself.”  The flow of energy, the aethyric current goes through the body and is therefore, both within the body and without it.  The body becomes composed of it as the waves of the current become particles.  From this aethyr, the soul is also formed as a denser form of spirit.  And in this, the soul can survive the body; immortality within the space/time continuum.  The spirit is intimately connected to the Pleroma, it can not be affected by soul nor matter and is already immortal, but impersonal as well; it is a spark of God.
108. Yeshua says: Whoever drinks from my mouth shall become like me. I myself shall become as he is, and the secrets shall be revealed to him. 
This is the formula of the Eucharist, the secret revealed by true intimacy.  Ben Hecht speaks well of this attainment in his tome, A Child of the Century:
“A man’s desire to hear the intimate cry of another’s heart never lessens. When he hears it something more remarkable than peace, honor and solvency appear in his life.  He buds again through love.  He comes into a sort of spectacular existence in another’s need of him.  His humanity fizzes in him because another soul desires him.  Love is the magician that pulls him out of his own hat.”
Cf. verse 70; that that must be brought forth is the rabbit of creation.  The pun here is with the symbol of the rabbit connecting with the creative power of the Universe connected with the divine secret of human sexuality.  The goal is to become fully human; how can we seek to transcend our humanity when we haven’t yet attained that, nor do we know what it is to be human?
 
34. All those who are begotten within the system are begotten physically, and the others are begotten [spiritually]. Those begotten in His heart [call forth] there to humankind, in order to nourish them in the promise [of the goal] which is above. 
The Gospel of Thomas (with our commentary) adds to our understanding of this verse:
70. Yeshua says: When you bring forth that which is within yourselves, this that you have shall save you. If you do not have that within yourselves, this which you do not have within you will kill you. 
All that is within us is beyond the scope of our apprehension; indeed, beyond the scope of our comprehension.  We must bring forth the unconscious elements in ourselves and render them unto our conscious control by connecting with them through discourse.  This has been the work of the modern psychologist, who has sought to diminish its spiritual efficacy.  For the practicing Mage, the work is the process of evocation.
In the ‘calling forth’ we more fully integrate the elements of our psyche; making more functionally whole, our microcosm.  In this way, can it more fully apprehend the cosmic consciousness that is the enlightenment.

35. [Grace comes] forth from him thru the mouth, the place where the Logos came forth; (one) was to be nourished from the mouth and to become perfected. The perfect are conceived thru a kiss and they are born. Therefore we also are motivated to kiss one another—to receive conception from within our mutual grace. 
The spoken word has always been a key to the practice of Magick; the symbolism of the mouth having even an active presence in sexual rites.  That the Spirit (female) is born of the thought of the All-Father (male) and yet the Spirit manifests the All-Father.  This is described in the Apocryphon of John (with our commentary):
5 [How am I to speak] with you about the immeasurable, incomprehen[sible light]? [For] Its [aeon] is indestructible, being tranquil [and] existing in [si​lence, being at rest]. It exists prior [to the All, for] It is the he[a]d of [all] the aeons [and] It gives them strength in Its goodness.
For we do not [understand these ineffable matters, and] none of us knows those [immeasurable] things ex[cept for] the one who appeared from the Father. This is the one who [spoke to us alone].
For (It is) the one who gazes at Itself [alone] in Its light that sur​rounds [It], which is the spring of the living water.
And It provides for [all] the ae[ons].
And in every way It ga[zes upon] Its image, seeing it in the spring of the Spirit, willing in Its light-w[ater which is in the spri]ng of the pure light[-water which] surrounds It.
Taking this but a little further down the line, we actually come to the concept of Kether; the Crown—or—‘God the Father’—the ‘All-Father.’  The cosmogony then unfolds with a Pleroma generating its reflection in Kether; an exact parallel.
And [Its thinking became a] thing. And she who ap[pea]red in Its presence in [the lu]min[escence of] Its light was revealed. She is the first [power who came into] being before them a[ll.. She appeared] from Its thought, [the Pronoia of the All], her light [. . .] light, the [perfect] power, that is, [the image of the perfect invisible vir​ginal Spirit, [the first po]wer, the glory of Barbelo, the glory which is perfect in the aeons, the glory of the revelation.
[She] glorified the virginal Spirit and praised It since she had ap​peared because of It. That one is the first Thought (Protennoia) of Its image. She became a womb for the All because she is prior to them all, the Mother-Father, the first Human, the holy Spirit, the triple male, the triple power, the triple named androgyne, and the eter​nal aeon among the invisible ones, and the first to come forth. 
This “She” (Barbelo) is BABALON in Thelemic parlance; cf. A Token of Babalon & our comments to The Thunder, Perfect Mind.  This first thought is the very desire that causes the Ain Soph Aur to seek to know itself and cast forth its reflection.
6 Barbelo requested the invisible virginal Spirit to give her Fo[re]kn[ow]ledge. And the Spirit stared. When [It stared], Fore​knowledge was revealed [an]d stood with [P]ronoia. She is from] the Thought of the invisible [vir]ginal Spirit. She glorified It a[nd] Its perfect power [Ba]rbelo, fo[r] it was b[eca]use of her that she had come into being.
A[nd again she reque[st]ed (It) to give her In[destr]uct[ibility]. And It stared. And in [Its staring], Indest[ruct]ibility [was revealed. And she stood with Thought and Foreknowledge. She glorified the Invisible one and Barbelo, for they had come into being because of her.
And Barbelo requested (It) to give her Ete[r]nal L[ife]. And the in[v]isible Spirit stared. And in Its staring, Eternal Life was re​vealed. And [they s]to[od]. They glorified the invisible [Spit]it and Barbelo, for they had come into being because of her.
And again she asked (It) to give to her Truth. And the invisible Spirit stared. Truth was revealed. And they stood. They glorified the invisible Spirit who was approving and his Barbelo, for they had come into being because of her.
This is the pentad of the Aeons of the Father, who is the first Human, the image of the invisible Spirit. This is Pronoia, namely: Barbelo, Thought, Foreknowledge, Indestructibility, Eternal Life, and Truth. This is the androgynous pentad of the Aeons which is the decad of Aeons, the Father. 
The parallels with Isis and Maat are obvious; Isis being the mistress of Initiation and the Veiled Key to the Mysteries.  Maat is the Egyptian goddess of truth; Dharma (Hindu).  That Truth is connected with providence (Pronoia) and prophecy (foreknowledge) within the veil of Initiation goes to the heart of the Western Mystery Tradition.
7 And It gazed into Barbelo in the pure light which surrounds the in​visible Spirit and Its luminescence, and she conceived from It. It begot a spark of light in a light resembling blessedness, but it was [not] equal to Its greatness. This one was only-begotten of the Mother‑Father who had appeared. He is his only offspring, the only-begotten of the Father, the pure light.
Then the invisible virginal Spirit rejoiced over the light [which] had come into being, that one who first appeared from the first power of Its Pronoia, which is Barbelo. And It [an]ointed him from Its own goodness/Christhood until he became perfect, not lacking anything of [good]ness/[Christ]hood because It had anointed him in the [goo]d[ndss/[Chri]st[ho]od of the invisible Spirit. And he stood in Its presence while It poured upon him. A[nd] im[medi]ately when he had received from the Sp[irit, he] gl[or]ified the holy Spirit and the perfect Pro[n]oia, for he had been revealed because of her. And he asked to be given a fellow worker, which is Mind. And It stared. And in the invisible Spirit's act of staring, Mind was re​vealed. And he stood with Christ, glorifying him and Barbelo, for all these came into being in silence.
The cosmogony is here presented; all still existing within the silence of the godhead and well beyond the pale of manifestation.  Central to this is that Barbelo then conceives the Holy Spirit, which is the godhead prepared for involution.
And Thought willed to create a work through the Word of the invisible Spirit, and his Will became a work. And he was revealed with Mind and Light, glorifying It. And the Word followed the Will. For because of the Word, Christ the divine Autogenes created the All. Eternal Life with Will, and Mind with Foreknowledge stood. They glorified the invisible Spirit and Barbelo for they had come into being because of her.
And the holy Spirit perfected the divine Autogenes, the son of Itself and Barbelo, so he might stand before the great and invisible virginal Spirit. The divine Autogenes, the Christ, (is) that one who honored It with a mighty voice. He appeared through the Pronoia. And the invisible virginal Spirit placed Autogenes as true god over the All Nand It subjected to him all authority and the truth which dwells in It so that he might know the All. (He is) that one whose name they call by a name which is more exalted than any name. For they will say that name to those who are worthy of it.
The Autogenes then becomes the involuted godhead as the archetypal man; the Adam Kadmon of the Qabalists.  This is also described in the Enochian Holy Table:
This is Ga making the Son of Son of Light; transforming the Prince, the first changing one and making the Sons of Son of Light.  The archetypal man is possessed by the Daughter of Light who also possesses the partakers.  This in the 8 is substantial mourning; except BABALON  with IAO.  The Tablet of Union garlands the 12 holy constellations holy; made by the Daughter of Light into the archetypal man.  Invoke the spirit of the Sun, Ga, Guardian of the subtle body to charge the first inner essence.
As a commentary, Ga is the Enochian Entity claiming to be the conductor of that transformative force that is the Prince or Tiharaeth.  At Tiphareth is the archetype of humanity individualized into the partakers that God transformed into originally as Kether.  This is the ONE become the ALL as outlined in Liber LXV.  The 8 angels of the Lord of Hosts from the 4th Heaven are the theme of the First Leaf translation (the only Liber Loagaeth translation done to date).  Next to these we are introduced to the concept of BABALON with IAO or the beginning.  The statement is unclear and for this and other obvious reasons, it is good to present the translation of the First Leaf:
Rushing from the 4th Heaven[2] and from the Lord of Hosts, 8 fiery angels bring Ave, the Son of Son of Light and foremost of God’s angels; woe, fire pouring down over humanity; Ga,[3] the angel of the Loins of the Daughter of Light; from the holy house,[4] speaks and Semeliel, the angel of the Lord is born; the Lord of Hosts visits Daughter of Light;[5] Ga the Son of the Son of Light awakens the eld with beautiful praises of the Lord for the Daughter of light and the Lord of Darkness Vaa, the angel of the 4 moons.[6]  The Daughter of Light is powerful, making the Lord to Understanding[7] within the 3rd Heaven;[8] being with Vaa in darkness, the 12 lights[9] speaking from there, proclaiming; she who is NOT, pouring down stars from the 3rd Heaven; 3 paths[10] bringing fear with strong fire; the Philosopher’s Stone: Spirit of the Daughter of Light.
The overall ontology shows the creative process that manifests as life; tracing the line of involution that then turns on the nadir and reaches upwards to the heavens and establishes the evolutionary completion of the circuit that is the Tree-of-Life.  It’s perfect expression is found in the Formula of ON.  The “grace” that is passed on mouth-to-mouth is a shakti-pat process within the circuit of the working couple provides for an exchange of energy by which each completes the integral circuitry of the other; producing the magickal childe or mystical marriage (as described in so many Alchemical drawings).


[1] The Cathars of pre-Renaissance France revived the Gnostic current and had a ceremony by which one took one’s oath to join their order.
[2] Atziluth; the Archetypal World
[3] The Logos made manifest
[4] The Starry Heavens
[5] She who wakens the eld of the King
[6] The moon is the astral light, in four phases; new, 1st Qtr., full & 3rd Qtr.
[7] The Daughter of Light is Binah
[8] Briah; the Creative World
[9] The Constellations of the Zodiac
[10] Salt, Sulphur & Mercury
I wonder how Yeheshua (and his other names, YHVH, Adonai, Elohim, Ja, etc) compares to Allah (and HIS 99 names).
It's been said they are the same god, and surely the religions are in the Abrahamic line of so-called monotheism. The Hebrew language and Arabic language are descended from Aramaic (which is rarely spoken nowadays), and certainly the people don't have much genetic difference; hence, why the racism is even sillier, considering this. 
However, the culture or egregore surrounding each religion are somewhat different. Judaism abandoned the barbaric practices a long time ago, whereas Islam still advocates them in Sharia law. 
And Motta wrote that the god of the conquered tribe becomes a demon for the conquering tribe...or in some cases, becomes a god assimilated into the conquering tribe if the culture is more sophisticated. For the Jews, the "Lord of the Flies" (Beezlebub) became a demon, and for the Muslims, the moon-god as a stone idol, Hubal, called al-ilah (the god), crescent symbol and the black stone of the Kaaba were adopted. 
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It seems that to most ancient Gnostics, indeed, even their successors, the Christians, Jesus was not considered to be a god.  Indeed, it wasn’t until 500ev that the Roman church declared him to be god.  With Islam forming more than a century later than that, we can surmise a bit of a return to the sacred for the Muslims.  One of the strong things they established was a return to the idol-less god, which the Christians/Romans couldn’t understand.  Of course, the Jews still understood this, but they were the ones that created this messianic image that the Gnostic Jesus would have such an easy time being fit into.

The fascinating thing for me in this is how close to Hermeticism and the ancient Egyptian Gnosis the Coptic-Gnostic gospels are (Thomas & Philip) in contrast to the non-Coptic gospels.  Really, two diverse strains; one entirely ascetic (Essenic) and the other more in line with the teachings of the ancient mystery schools.

Yet it seems for both schools, and noting that both types of Gnostic writings were found together at Nag Hammadi, that goddess worship or a reaction against the prevailing patriarchy was taking place.  Perhaps this was even reactionary against both the Roman and the Jewish leadership that colluded with the Romans.  Perhaps, spirituality as a practice was already considered effeminate; Jesus being described physically, in effeminate terms.  Indeed, it seems these apostles were sent forth to preach a worship of the Magdalene (as goddess) as the amplification of Jesus’ teachings.  This falls perfectly in accord with the Gnostic Mass in the Thelemic tradition, which is itself a worship of the Goddess (NUIT/Babalon).

Here, I’m including my commentary (below) to verse 36 in order to demonstrate some justification for my opinion.

The Coptic Gnostic gospels more clearly show the importance of the mystery tradition in the culture with strong interchange seeming to happen (with both types of Gnostics) with the Messianic and Apocalyptic traditions also flowering in Judaic culture.  As well, I can see why the Pythagoreans had no respect for the (ascetic) Gnostics.  I’m not sure how aware they were of the Coptic-Gnostics as these again, were more in tune with the teachings of the ancient mystery schools.  Certainly, for some understanding of the similarities and differences between them (Gnosticism and Pythagoreanism), check out both volumes of my Greek Qabalah (along with the Greek Sepher Sephiroth) on the A.’.A.’. page.

As an addenda to my response, I’d also like to point out the value of the Goddess to the growth of Thelemic doctrine.  In my experience, having had some time with the luxury of a Priestess, it was easy to formulate a church and create community.  Without this working partner, such public work is much more difficult.  It seems natural that human communities actually do form around woman; one woman being a conduit for many men…not at all inconsistent with the formula of the Scarlet Woman.  The more I study these Gospels, the more brilliance I find in Crowley’s Gnosticism.  Noting that Crowley created his Gnosticism before even the Nag Hammadi documents were found is quite remarkable in my opinion.
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Aboriginal or indigenous peoples, pagans as they were, in their practice of shamanism chose a spirit-animal to guide them, though I have no doubt that a shaman had a female helper or equivalent. There are many myths and legends about human-animal intermarriage. Supposedly, they (the people) did not start kissing until European colonization.

"Holy kisses" are well-known, but are not reputed to have any sexual or sensual undertones, and in the Abrahamic religions are reserved by followers for major leaders. How much more special are they when given as one magickal partner to another :-D
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One of the things that a study of the Merkabic aspects of the Qabalah reveals to us is that the Hebrews had a well-developed shamanistic tradition; far more sophisticated than that of aboriginal societies and tied in with a well-developed prophetic institution.  And from what I gather, it seems the rabbinical movement was highly critical of such practices as Judea moved into Roman occupation.  So that with the rise of the Rabbis, we see a closing of the canon of spiritual knowledge that basically shuts up the prophetic institution; though the Merkabics and Apocalyptics (as well as the Messianics, Essenes and eventually, the Gnostics) would rebel against this.

Though parthenogenesis was a part of the mythological story line of most pagan cultures throughout Europe, the Hebrews have really never had such in their mythos.  As a matter of fact, the Jews actually went out of their way to differentiate their religion from the cultures that surrounded them.  They’ve always thought of themselves as a superior race; particularly held in the bosom of the one God they began promulgating.  A parallel emerged in the followers of Seth in the Gnostic tradition; they themselves believing to be of a superior race compared to the other descendents of Abraham.

This shutting up of the well of prophecy (fresh fever from the skies) essentially killed off all that was vital in the religion (and indeed, any religion!), which I suspect, created the reactionary movements within the religion; listed above, as a reaction to this cultural suicide.  There was also the issue of the Sanhedrin and its capitulation to Roman leadership; their betrayal of the Jewish people forcing a hardship on the culture.  This added political fervor to the religious debate, and with this, fueled a passion for rebellion on both political and social/religious planes.

We were also entering the astrological Age of Pisces (the fishes) and moving from the Age of Aries (the ram); so the ram or lamb started its status as a rejected form of sacrifice.  Jesus would ultimately become the symbol of sacrifice as the ‘Lamb of God’—fishes not serving as an appropriate symbol for bloodletting (cf. The Bloody Sacrifice in Magick in Theory and Practice).  The reason this comes to be is that in each age, in a world of constant change, our relationship with the divine needs to be redefined; for indeed, even the divine is in a state of constant change.  And indeed, every generation needs its prophets to ignite the fire of the Spirit; so that when a canon is closed, the religion begins its death throes.

This of course, will create new religions; arising like a phoenix, out of the ashes of the old religion.  This process seems an integral part of the human psyche on a  cultural (mass) scale.  Indeed, Thelema has paid a price in closing its canon as the Caliphate has been promoting since the 80s ev, which is why the 80s are abased in Liber AL.  And we’ve seen the problem that was probably equally inherent in ancient Jewish culture; pretenders arising to the office of prophecy that the spiritual system becomes diluted with too many foreign components.  In Thelema now, we have a “Maatian” movement; a host of other prophetic writings that define a Luciferian movement; a Typhonian movement; writers portending to create a 4th chapter to Liber AL (including the Babalon movement connected to Jack Parsons); a Lam movement…and more I’ve probably not listed here.

While such movements can bring life to a theurgic system, they can also corrupt a system (as much detailed in Liber Trigrammaton).  New systems can emerge (like Christianity arising out of the Messianic movement, which then ultimately connected as well, to the apocalyptic movement and merged with the cult of Attys [cf. Motta’s Letter to a Brazilian Mason] in Roman culture—as it was well suited for Essenism) and social upheaval is added into the mix.
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On Sat, Feb 26, 2011 at 7:32 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli <provelli1@nycap.rr.com> wrote:

83. [The saints] are those who pray [always for] Jerusalem [and love] Jerusalem; they [are already in] Jerusalem (and) they see [Jerusalem now.] These are called ‘the saints of the holinesses’. 
Though we’ve discussed more Egyptian ideas than Jewish, and we’ve shown the Egyptian influence to be strong in the Coptic gospels, we can see clearly here, that this gospel essentially represents an attempt at further development of the Jewish religion.  This is of course, consistent with the apocalyptic, messianic and pseudpegriphic movements that were flourishing from about 600 BCE through and well into the beginning of the Christian era.
84. [... The] curtain (of the Temple) was torn [in order to reveal] the Bridal-Chamber, (which) is nothing other than the image [of the ...] place above. [...] Its curtain was torn from the top to the bottom, for it was appropriate for some from below to go above. 
Consistent with both the sexual imagery and the describing of the spirit as feminine, as put forth in this gospel, the Bridal-Chamber is veiled.  This is also consistent with the Egyptian (and during the Renaissance, the Rosicrucian) description of the mysteries; Isis being the veil to the greater Gnosis.  And of course, this may be one reason why women in general society (until more modern times) were supposed to wear a veil; especially in religious services.  Per this particular verse (above), that which is behind the veil is also feminine in qabalistic symbolism as well.  The adytum (the inner chamber of the temple) is the Shekinah (feminine); housing the bride of God. 
85. Those who have been clothed in the Perfect Light—the powers can neither see them nor restrain them. Yet one shall be clothed with light in the Sacrament of the Mating. 
Not only does this summarize the theme of the verses devoted to the Bridal-Chamber, but it sets up an integral dynamic that works on both the physical and aethyric planes.  These comments have been showing how a transformation takes place on the spiritual plane with the human soul mating (as a male principle) mating with spirit.  So also on the physical plane, the male body mates with the female body.  The fact that one becomes “clothed with light in the Sacrament of the Mating” is of course, a strong hint for the practicing Mage; which may also mean (consistent with the behavior of the mystery schools) that there were secret teachings to accompany this gospel that were never written, but only given verbally.  The importance of conveying the ‘word’ (Logos) seems consistently important in these pre-Christian texts.
86. If the female had not separated from the male, she would not afterward have died with the male. Their separation was the inception of death. Therefore the Christ came, so that he might rectify to himself the separation that had obtained from (the) beginning, by his mating the two together. And by his mating them together, he shall give their lives to those who have died in the separation. Yet the woman mates with her husband in the bridal-chamber. Those however who have mated in the Bridal-Chamber will no longer be separated. Because of this, Eve separated from Adam—because she did not mate with him in the Bridal-Chamber.
Eve, though a formal noun (name), is a word that means ‘life.’  We might render the last sentence of the above verse to read: ‘…life separated from the Anthropos (the Adam-Kadmon) because it did not mate…’  However, this can be rendered more efficiently if we consider the necessity of “the fall” from the Garden of Eden.  In the translation of the Adam-Kadmon (the archetypal ONE) to the many human beings (the ALL), we have the structural theory for the involution of the godhead, as discussed in Liber Loagaeth and especially, our discussion of the Holy Table in Enochiana.
It would also be worthwhile to consider the following from Liber AL vel Legis with an expurgated presentation of Crowley’s commentary (including a qabalistic verse from the Book of Lies):
 
AL:I.29  "For I am divided for love's sake, for the chance of union."
AL:I.30  "This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all."                                                                                   
From the Book of Lies (falsely so-called):
 
THE OYSTER
 
The Brothers of A.'.A.'. are one with the Mother of the child.
The Many is as adorable to the One as the One is to the Many.
This is the Love of These: creation-parturition is the Bliss of the One; coition-dissolution is the Bliss of the Many.
The All, thus interwoven of These, is Bliss.
Naught is beyond Bliss.
The Man delights in uniting with the Woman; the Woman in parting from the child
The Brothers of A.'.A.'. are Women; the Aspirants to A.'.A.'. are Men."
 
In order to have Motion one must have Change.  In fact, one must have this in order to have anything at all.  Now this Change is what we call Love.  thus "love under will" is the Law of Motion.  The re-entrant character of this Motion is difficult to conceive; but the Aspirant is urged to try to assimilate the idea.  A Hindu might compare the Cosmic process to a churn which out of milk made butter to feed a milk-producing woman, every step in the cycle being a Progress of Joy.
In other words, life is an attempt to realize one's own nature in one's own soul.
He becomes able to experience the truth of the statements in the Book of the Law, the nature of Nuith and Hadith, and of himself as a Star, unique, individual, and eternal, but yet a part of the Body of Nuith, and therefore identical with all other stars in that respect.
He realizes himself as the "bed in working" of Nuith and Hadit, as a particular form assumed by the latter for the sake of Variety in his "play" with the former; and he partakes in this play by his self-realization, which he synthesizes from the "events of his life".  He understands that these events are the resultant of the Universe as applied to him, so that his experience is equally unique and universal, each star being the centre of the cosmos, and the Cosmos applicable as a whole to each star. The experiences of each angle of a triangle are common to all, for one can express any relation as a function of any angle, at will.  Each may be taken as the starting-point of the study of the properties to the triangle.  But each angle is necessary to the triangle, and each is equally important to its existence.  Each is bound to the others, and moreover each is in a sense illusory in respect of the triangle, which is an idea, simple and ideal, whose unity is compelled to express itself and manifest its properties by extension as a plane figure.  For no triangle can express the idea of a triangle.  Any triangle must be either equilateral, isosceles or scalene, either acute, right-angled, or obtuse; and no one triangle can be all these at once; while the idea of a triangle includes all these, and infinite other, possibilities.
In a similar way, Nuith and Hadith include all possible forms of existence; they can only realize Themselves by creating an infinite variety of forms of Themselves, each one real as it is Their image, illusory as it is a partial and divided aspect of Them.  Each such Star is intelligible to Them, as a poem is to its author as a part of this soul mirrored by his mind.  But it is not intelligible to itself, because it has no relation with any other ideas; it only knows itself as the babe of its mother Nuith, to whom it yearns, being stirred by its father Hadith to express that instinctive attachment by inarticulate cries.
To know itself, each such Star, or Soul, must eat of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, by accepting labour and pain as its portion, and death as its doom.  That is, it must reveal its nature to itself by formulating that nature as duality.  It must express itself by a series of symbolic gestures ostensibly external to it, just as a painter reveals one facet of his Delight-Diamond by covering a canvas with colours in such a way that the picture seems at first sight to represent something outside himself.  It must, in fact, repeat for itself the original Magick of Nuith and Hadith which created it.
As They made Themselves visible piecemeal by fashioning particular Souls, expressing the Impersonal and Absolute Homogeneity by means of Personal Relative Heterogeneity, so, not forgetting their true nature as forms of the Infinite, whereby they are one with all, must the stars devise methods of studying themselves.
They must make images of themselves, apparently external, and they must represent their highly complex qualities in a duality involving space and time.  For each Star is of necessity related to every other star, so that no influence is alien to its individuality; it must therefore observer its reaction to every other star.  Just so are most chemical elements possessed of but few qualities directly appreciable by our senses; we must learn their natures by putting them into relation with the other Elements in turn.  (Note well that this knowledge were impossible unless there were a variety of elements; so also the fact of our self-consciousness proves the existence of individual souls; all related, all parts of the One Soul, in one sense, but none the less independent in themselves, eternal entities expressing particular elements of existence).
Each star is in itself immune and innocent; its proper consciousness is monistic; it must therefore employ a body and mind as the instruments for interpreting its relations with other souls, and comparing its nature with theirs.  For the mind perceives the contrast of the Self and the not-Self, and presents its experiences, classified and judged, to the soul as documents for the dossier; and the body reports to the mind the impressions received from its contact with alien forms as the senses receive them.
It is important to understand the necessity of our present Universe.  Perfection could do not otherwise than create Imperfection.  But was there not original Imperfection?  No; for Perfection is hardly more than that original state, since we cannot conceive the total as susceptible of addition.  This is another view of the God going through the combinations, on a larger scale, and shows not only why He does it, but why He must do it.  
87. The soul of Adam came into being by a Spirit, whose mate is the [Christ. The Spirit] bestowed upon (Adam) is his Mother, and was given to him in his soul. [...] (Yet) because he had [not yet] been mated in the Logos, the dominant powers bewitched him. [... Yet those who] mate with the [Sacred] Spirit [...] (in) secret [...] are invited individually [...] to the Bridal-Chamber, in order that [...] they shall be mated. 
88. Yeshua revealed [beside the (River)] Jordan the fullness of the Sovereignty of the Heavens, which existed before the totality. Moreover he was begotten as Son, moreover he was anointed, moreover he was atoned, moreover he atoned. 
This presents the idea of the shakti-pat.  First, the person Yeshua was “atoned” or married to spirit in the Bridal-Chamber; having been the avatar that first pierced the veil to the spiritual life.  Then he became the origin of a magickal or Gnostic current whereby others could attain to the same. That this occurs at the River Jordan suggests (as per canonized scripture) that this happened at the Baptism of Yeshua.  Note then that Jon the Baptist wasn’t necessarily speaking to Yeshua, but the multitude also gathered there when he says (as noted by Motta):
 
All men and women are children of God.  All men and women are capable of realizing upon earth the Kingdom of Heaven, which is within us. We are all members of the Body of God, we are all Temples of the Holy Ghost, and it is enough to cleanse the Temple - which does not mean to castrate oneself physically or psychologically!--for the Presence to manifest Itself. There is no "Jesus, only son of God" to be worshipped; and any people who support such a possibility are either deceiving or being deceived. It is written in the "Gospels": Ye shall know truth, and truth shall make ye free. And it is also written, in the holy originals, blasphemed and betrayed by the Roman Alexandrinians, that Jon looked smilingly upon the multitude, and opening his arms cried: You are the Way, and the Resurrection, and the Life!  For it is eternally true that the Word makes Itself flesh; and at this very moment, indwells us.
 

89. If it is appropriate to tell a mystery, the Father of the totality mated with the Virgin who had come down—and a fire shone for him on that day. He revealed the power of the Bridal-Chamber. Thus his body came into being on that day. He came forth in the Bridal-Chamber as one who has issued from the Bridegroom with the Bride. This is how Yeshua established the totality for himself in his heart. And thru these, it is appropriate for each one of the Disciples to enter into his repose. 
90. Adam came into being from two virgins—from the Spirit and from the virgin earth. Therefore Christ was begotten from a virgin, so that the stumbling which occurred in the beginning shall be rectified to him. 
As suggested above, Virgin cannot mean ‘virgo intacta’ and has little; if nothing at all to do with the presence of a hymen in any woman.  Rather, the allusion is to parthenogenesis; the Logos becoming incarnate in matter.
91. There were two trees in paradise—the one produces beasts, the other produces humans. Adam ate from the tree that produced beasts, (and) becoming bestial he begot beasts. Because of this, (the beasts) came to be worshiped. [... Humans] begot humans [and then] worshiped humans. [...] 
Qabalistically, the two trees are the Tree-of-Knowledge that creates ‘the fall’ (as discussed above) and the Tree-of-Life (the secret to immortality of primary concern to the qabalist).  That the Tree-of-Knowledge (or Tree-of-Gnosis!) produces beasts may at first seem like political propaganda (scattered throughout much of the ancient Gnostic library), but esoterically here, seems more clearly to allude to again, the Logos becoming incarnate in matter.  Matter is the realm of the Beast of the apocalyptic literature of the pre-Christian period (cf. Babalon & the Beast).  Even we might surmise a hint on the evolutionary process; beasts turning into humans.
92. God created mankind, and mankind created gods. This is how it is in the world—men create gods and they worship their creations. It would have been (more) appropriate for the gods to worship the men! 
An ancient theory presents angels as blind forces and elevates the human being above them as humanity has the power of volition (Will).  However, it may be true that ‘God created mankind’, but perhaps more accurately it should be said that God recreated ‘It-self’ as mankind or translated itself into humanity (per above).
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What stuck out at me was your comment regarding v84 and the religious symbolism regarding the feminine and the veil. Though it doesn't explain the shame/modesty of being a 'shut up' associated with it as a 'virtue', it was also a sign of high social class as well as devotion to one's husband as a married woman. The Egyptian parallel as being 'royalty' was of course, the headdress or nemyss.

It was said that Mohammed's wives spoke from behind a screen or curtain/veil.

So also is there a veil in the Gnostic Mass. But here the Priestess unveils the altar with her sword held up, and the light of her wisdom, blessing the Priest. And the spiritual reflects upon the physical plane.

These gospels are quite fascinating; Judeo-Christian texts are more rich than we think as is currently promoted and sold. I wish there was a collection of such apocryphal works regarding the Quran. Perhaps the closest would be Sufi texts and the poems of Rumi.
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I think the concept of the Veil developed from the classical period through to the Renaissance; the symbol by then being obviously reinterpreted with the new emerging understanding of human nature and our relationship to the world around us.  This would be quite a proper thing to do in a Gnostic perspective.  And I find those modern sects simply trying to relate these texts back to their canonical counterparts to be a hollow effort.  Gnosticism then and as it should be now, is all about theurgy.  Motta had said that religion was the death of theurgy; but I say that theurgy should be the central function of clerics in a living religion.  This is why also, I’ve been so engaged in translating the Enochian material.

We can see in the ancient Gnostic texts overall, different approaches and disagreements about a host of essential elements in doctrine.  In other words, we’re seeing the diary effort of theurgists as they were invoking the divine and bring that ‘fresh fever from the skies’ (Gnosis) to illuminate the minds of their communities.  Each community sought its own truth and approached Gnosis from its own perspective.  It didn’t matter per se, that one disagreed with the other.  Rather, play through the diversity to a greater Gnosis and keep evolving…keep invoking the divine.

In dead religions, the clerics simply uphold canon and doctrine.  They are authoritarian and uninspired.  More important, the people of the community themselves are discouraged from rumination on the sacred texts (an important part of the mystical process!) and are given and even allowed only the ‘official’ interpretation of the canon.

Rather, the Gnostic process was connected to the ‘Dialogue of the Savior’, by which one would take a line of text from a holy book and deliberate on it.  These ruminations connect with the mystical and magickal practices that bring about Gnosis experientially.  Indeed, Liber LXV of the holy books of Thelema is Crowley’s dialogue with his Holy Guardian Angel; the Gnostic Augoeiades or Savior.
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