Hi All,
93
I thought I'd add some comments to this...
 

Apocalypse Now – Cardinal Cross and the Book of Revelations 

By Mark Stavish
One of the problems we find in monotheism is that it is, well, monotheistic, and thereby tends to see everything from a single perspective. Unfortunately human beings do not, and therefore do not agree on what that singular expression of Divine Truth happens to be, and we end up with fratricidal activities inside the family camp coupled with religious wars of conversion directed towards its neighbors. 
However the view of monotheism is not limited to religious activities but finds its way into nearly every aspect of life, and even influences those philosophies and systems that claim not to be limited to a single point of view.  For example, much of what is being passed around these days as New Age prophesies of a technological Eden after the Time of Cleansing that is required to save Mother Earth and bring humanity into one world harmony, is as John Michael Greer has so eloquently put it, “Nothing more than the Book of Revelations dressed up in techno-drag.”  You see, it is not a new vision at all, only an old one rehashed to make it more palatable to those who rejected, but were deeply shaped, by the old one.  So that brings us to the present, and the Book of Revelations.
This is a marvelous insight on the part of Mark Stavish.  The teaching on Christism by Motta has been mischaracterized by the politically correct within the Thelemic community; the peace-niks seeking somehow to legitimize Thelema as a moral doctrine consistent with so-called Christian values.  There can be no compromise here; tolerance yes, per our civilized and constitutional duty, but Thelema stands in direct contrast to mainstream (and most New Age derivatives) Christianity.
Just as mainstream religious monotheism has trouble with more than one way of seeing things, so does modern, mainstream monotheistic (and quasi-polytheistic) alternative spirituality of the esoteric sort.
If Stavish is talking about monotheistic esotericism as a 'mainstream', this garbled sentence almost looks like a mind control trick.  Certainly, it's propagandistic, which is ok in its own right; provided one sees it for what it is.  However, there is no such thing as a monotheistic-mainstream esoteric movement.  This may exist in the LCD (Lowest Common Denominator) mainstream publishing business.  But it serves a lot of old housewives that are mainstream Christians that just wanna cheat once in a while.  The esoteric community is generally polytheistic, yet having the mainstream Christist value system.  And in my opinion, this includes most Thelemites.
While Fundamentalist Christians insist that the Book of Revelations is a historical document that describes historical events that will take place at some future date, and mainstream theologians tend to suggest that it is instead a document that reflects political conditions in the Roman Empire at the time of its authorship, esoteric interpretations state that is instead a documents of initiation, and a few, the very few, the smart ones, such as the Orthodox Christians, say no one really knows what it is about so leave it alone.
In fact, each of these positions may very well turn out to be accurate, and it is only when we get into the idea that one is right and the others are wrong do we fall into the trap of monotheism – that of one true meaning.  
Stavish is trying to imitate the Hindu system in what he sets up from this point forward; as if all religious and spiritualistic writing has been written and should be read on a mundane, mythological, religious and esoteric levels.  This is not only simply not so in all cases, as we shall see.
 

If we examine the Book of Revelations as containing truth, then that truth must by its nature contain both relative and absolute truth. The relative is in relation to historical time frames, and the absolute in relation to spiritual dimensions. Even here however, we must be careful not to be too simple in our understanding. So, let us say that as a document related to historical events of the early Christian Church we have an Outer Teaching. Within this there are moral and ethical teachings that comprise an Inner Teaching, from which we can derive an initiatic understanding, or a Secret Teaching. There is also an Absolute teaching at work here, and here we shift gears, when we look at the prophetic nature of the book.  Given that it is symbolic, it is possible for the Book of Revelations to contain information that reflects both the causes and conditions at the historical origins of the Christian Church as well as the causes and conditions at its end, or more accurately, the end of the Christian cycle within history.  Thus we have document that reflects the initiatic process on several levels, as the beginning of the Church, the individual unfoldment process, and the collective experience of humanity as viewed though early Christian symbolism.  
This is all well-enough in its generality.
You see, all are correct, and meet the needs of the individual who is attracted to that particular level of teaching. To say the historical literalism of the Fundamentalist Christian is any less truthful than that of the esoteric Christian, or Hermeticist is false, as it fails to see multiple levels of meaning in a complex teaching. Truth always has relative and absolute levels. Initiatic methods always have individual, societal, and global levels of expression. Only by awakening ourselves to the interior dimensions of the complex symbolism of the Book of Revelations and going through its process of Illumination can we begin to say if, how and when these teachings apply to the current state of humanity. In a brief article by Jean Dubuis, available online as well as in the files sections of VOXHERMES, there are some instructions on how to begin this process. 
Stavish is presenting the idea that Revelation was written as a parable; consistent with the teaching tradition in early Christianity.  But this is simply not so.  It may be that there is a description of the political tradition of the times, but the imitation of the Book of Daniel is either being deliberately overlooked or Stavish may be ignorant of all this.  That being so, the Book of Daniel and Revelation come out of the Merkabah Tradition and was completely misunderstood by the Nicean Council.  They simply wanted something that seemed like magickal prophecy to help prop up the bastadized document that came to be that canon of Roman Christianity.
The outer meaning that the Fundamentalists have given to it is so patently moronic that only a superstitious mind would even entertain the 'Rapture.'  So any wholesome mythological or moral paradigm is completely absent.  What's left is an angry god that's gonna kill a lot of people...except for them, of course!
This is pathological insanity on a par with the Maleus Malificarum and the European and Salem Witch trials.  And this sort of dysfunctionality comes when Christists accept their literature and their false interpretation of the literature.  So beware Mark's PC positioning that he's really disguising, while pretending to rise above it.
And this brings us back to the beginning.  In recent months we have been sent a host of emails regarding various forecasts and predictions about the future. Foremost among these is reference to the upcoming astrological event called the Cardinal Cross that will come fully into manifestation on August 1, 2010. This astrological configuration has been described in the quotes at the beginning of this article as simply something nasty from which nothing good can be seen.  The effects are not know, is it has yet to occur, but its conditions can be understood, and herein we must realize that all life is about what you do with it, do with it RIGHT NOW, as time is short, shorter than most of you think.
Now, to be clear, I am not talking about the end of the world, only trying to get you to realize that humanity as a whole is in a precarious position AND THAT MEANS YOU. I would not be surprised if billions die within the next few years as we explode into a series of wars and conflicts that historically have tainted the beginning of each century.  Jean Dubuis was quite clear about this many years ago, wherein he states that between one-third and one-half of the population would be decimated. We pray daily, “that for the nations of the earth may not even the words war, famine, and disease be heard.” But as a whole, we do not have enough food, water, or resources to keep the industrial ball rolling forever onward, meaning that the level of technological comfort many enjoy may simply be a passing moment in history, and a de-industrialized way of life is in our future, should we live long enough.  
Certainly, a great time of transformation is before us...interesting times, that old curse.  But these times are upon us now and have been for some time.  Yet, all the hysterics are being generated by misinformed people.  Though Mark's axiom echoes Castaneda's...live every moment as if death was standing beside you.  In other words, take your life seriously and responsibly; doing those things that are impeccably important first.
And this brings us to the point of all these predictions, be they Revelations, 2012, computer models and think tank reports, or the Kalachakra Tantra: are you ready to die?  
Real spiritual teaching, teachings that are put into practice, and real initiation puts one in a state wherein they are able to experience death before it comes, and thereby master it when it arrives.  Traditional initiatic practices have always included the notion of death, resurrection, and instatement into a body of cosmic gnosis, wherein one is no longer bound by the forces of duality, and the limits of life and death, even if one should continue to experience them. So let me ask you again:  are you ready to die?
For the Zelator and Practicus in the A.'.A.'., it can not be underestimated, the importance of the practice of Liber HHH.  Indeed, the three pyramid rituals that form the main rites of the A.'.A.'. are about death and transformation.  Sometimes, it almost seems to me that the whole of my life is but to prepare for the moment of my death.
You have but this life. There is no guarantee of any other, even if you believe in reincarnation, belief does not make it fact, nor does the possibility of past life memories as they may belong to the collective consciousness of which we are a part, and not special to us alone.  Even if rebirth is a fact, there must be conditions to bring that about, as well as teachings to make use of our time once incarnate again. There is no guarantee that teachings will be available, the ability to understand or practice them, or a teacher to explain the subtle points.  If one is born in the hellish environment wherein in survival is the main concern, then even if all of the above exist, simply breathing and eating will dominate daily concerns.
Even if all these predictions are wrong, and we do get the Techno-Eden dreamed of by New Age One Worlders, it does not change the fact that you may not be around to enjoy it, in the end you have but this one life to make any difference with. 
Your very existence has its influence upon the Universe.  It is propagandistic to imply that one must 'make a difference.'  Leadership, the making of a difference, comes with a cost that should be considered before taking such a social position.  And this is not for all; but for those whose love and will drives them in this direction.  The inadvertent Christist guilt that Mark's idea produces is resultant for those who take his propaganda seriously.  There are those to serve, both of their love and will and against their will (due to a lack of love)...and there are those to be slaves, mindless, new souls starting out on the journey in learning how to be fully human.
The past is gone and the future is not here.  The opportunity to achieve illumination and the state of immorality of awakened consciousness is running out, be it from astrological doomsayers or simply because you will die, and maybe even today. Make the very best of yourself, your time, talent, and resources for the benefit of all – both those in the visible and the invisible, human and non-human, as you will stand before the Judge of Souls in the Hall of Truth, and there, with your heart in the balance, answer to yourself for your actions. This is what the Book of Revelations is all about.
This is an altruistic philosophy with the same old reward-and-punishment theme that composes all the Christist faith-based systems.  Considering all the deriding of this at the beginning of Stavish' article, the contradiction here seems either quite mindless...or again, propagandistic...trying to coerce us towards his ends; rather than admonishing us each to move towards our ends.
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Thanks, pj, for responding to this in a rational manner. I read it yesterday and wanted to comment, but I was literally speechless...anger, mostly...This Mark-person seems to really be making hay on all the apocalyptic, psuedo-Nostradamus-related hype that's out there now, and it seems to me (in my quasi-unifnformed state) that he often mixes "apples and oranges" to make things fit his preconceived agenda. Your later posting (Jessica Murray - The Cardina Cross Years) made much more sense - at least, to me.
 

And interestingly enough, this idea that Stavish expounds (with a heavy fear-focus) about  how the "end times" are upon us is, as you point out, an echo of Castaneda's gentler and more positive injunction to "live every moment as if death was standing beside you". It's also, btw, exactly what St. Benedict said way back when and what Buddhists practise. So "truth is truth", but we're not going to find it in hysteria (again, as you point out).
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Mark Stavish has pushed hard for a change in Alchemical tradition...he insists the teacher should charge money for instruction and that the entire field of spirituality should be made into a business.  He found publication for himself and has since, been reviewing second-rate authors for his publisher...and playing the game.  In the process, he has leant credulity to these second-rate peddlers and has whored the tradition of Alchemy in the same way New Age authors have traditionally done.
I've offerred to debate him on this as he's convinced a once-noble friend down this path...he of course, refused.  And it seems to me, the A.'.A.'. (with the exception of Caliphate and College&Temple of Thelema lineages) is the last bastion to hold out against this corruption.  Everyone is succumbing to the consumerist fascism and with great self-applause.  As the Princess Amadalla (sp?) said in Star Wars: "So this is how democracy ends...with great applause."
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Thanks for confirming my gut reaction to Stavish. You wrote: "...Princess Amadalla (sp?) said in Star Wars: "So this is how democracy ends...with great applause."...or as T.S. Eliot said years ago" This is the way the world ends/not with a bang but a whimper"...I still hope we can prove them both wrong!
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I see a period of great tyranny ahead of us...seemingly an evolutionary step before coming through it and into the greater enlightenment that the Aquarian Age will bring to us...yet 600 years hence.  Whether this is a short or a long stage in human progress...or what the U.S. might bring about in its assumption of empire as the Roman influence finally wanes is another matter.
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