Three Essentials for Success on the Path
By Mark Stavish
Faith, Hope and Charity
The Three Essential for Success on the Path have been defined in previous posts as Faith, Hope and Charity.  Faith or confidence in the instruction you are receiving, the teacher who is providing it, and the source or tradition from which it comes.  This is essential, and without it, success cannot be realized. With it, success is inevitable.

Hope is optimism, or a positive outlook on the future, both in the spiritual sense as it applies to your application of the teachings, but also in the mundane sense, as it is in the physical world that our illumination takes place. In fact, our illumination is a direct result of our experiences in the physical, and without them, illumination would be impossible. The physical world and all that it offers, both desirable and undesirable makes our illumination possible. It is our choice of actions within it however, which make it inevitable, or a process that will be delayed.

Charity is compassion, love in action, an expansiveness of heart that allows our sense of separateness to be dissolved and essential unity realized – this is Illumination. Through giving of our time, talent, treasure, and wisdom we give to others, but ultimately this gift is to ourselves, for the law of Cause and Result states, “As you give, so shall you receive.”  Charity is Faith and Hope in action. Charity makes illumination possible, as it allows us to overcome our sense of limitations, self-pity, selfishness, and all things associated with ‘me-ness’ and fear of loss. Charity projects us into a now, and future now, of increase, wealth, wisdom, love, gratitude, selflessness and peace.

 

Teacher, Teachings, and Companions
 

The above three essentials consist of Inner Essentials, that is attitudes and actions required of us individually for our Illumination.  However, three Outer Essentials are also required, these consist of the Teacher, the Teachings, and our Companions. As mentioned in Kabbalah for Health and Wellness, these can easily be seen in the Three Greater Lights of the Masonic Lodge, wherein there is the Master (Teacher), the Volume of the Sacred Law (Teachings) and the Lodge members (Companions), also know as “the Household of the Faithful”.  In Hermeticism, we see the reference to “adoption” as the entering into a close teacher and student relationship of an intimate nature that mingles the minds similar to the mingling of bloodlines through the adoption process, thereby making one a formal member of the initiatic chain of transmission.

Teacher: Knowledge of the teachings, demonstrated practice, and ability to transmit both the academic and practical aspects clearly and concisely.

Teachings: Valid source, proven efficacy, and intact written and/or verbal transmissions.

Companions:  Those who have gone before, those who go with us, and those who will come after us on the Path of Return.

Our companions are those who are the living links in the chain of the tradition, they include the various practitioners who have experienced the diverse stages of illumination from what we might call, “Vision of the Holy Guardian Angel” associated with Malkuth, up to the total unity of Kether, and all that exists in between.  They are for us in the present, our inspiration and guidance, and compose what can best be described as the Community of Saints, or those who know holiness.  

Our companions in the present are our teachers, as well as, and more importantly, those with whom we enter into the teachings and practices with, regardless of whether those practices are to be performed collectively as in the Outer Practices of communal religious worship, or privately as in the Inner Practices of an esoteric or inititatic nature, or a mix of both, such as in certain lodge activities, be they mystical or magical in nature.  How we learn with, and cooperate with our fellow travelers is a sign of our progress. Only by having others reflect back to us our true image can we overcome our false sense of superiority that keeps us from being loving, kind, patient, and generous.  People help us grow, and we in turn help them.  Herein the notion of solitary practitioner as it is commonly thought in modern spiritual circles is often little more than self-deception. 

Our companions of the future include those living here and now who at some point enter onto the Path of Return, as well as those travelers from the past who are reborn, and ourselves when we are reborn at some future time and place.  It is for this reason that it is important that traditions and lineages that have proven to be effective in leading its adherents step-by-step on the path of Illumination be strongly maintained so that we may successfully complete our journey at some future point, if we have not done so at the time of our death.

It is my sincere desire that the brief outline above will give many of you seeds for your meditation, and in future posts detailed explanations of the various points will be given wherever possible.

 

###
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There is some truth mixed into this sappy article but the whole thing is trite and redundant.  Anyone up for a song of kumba ya around the campfire?

 

93/93

 

Ryan

Hi All,
93
As usual, a few comments on the Stavish article:
Faith, Hope and Charity
Mark expounds well on what would be an esoteric teaching that in the exoteric, shows up as an exposition on morality.  Not that morality isn't also important; there's Morals & Magickal Integrity and the first instructions (Yama and Niyama) of Yoga to consider here.
The Three Essential for Success on the Path have been defined in previous posts as Faith, Hope and Charity.  Faith or confidence in the instruction you are receiving, the teacher who is providing it, and the source or tradition from which it comes.  This is essential, and without it, success cannot be realized. With it, success is inevitable.

 

A faith and perhaps often enough, even a blind faith presents itself at the beginning of every path.  We move forward solely on intuition, which the Secret Chiefs examine as an omen to one that might be open to the path of higher knowledge.  The old axiom goes that when the Student is ready, the Master appears.  And certainly the Neophyte places a trust in his or her teacher to be at least one that will take him or herself further down the path.  The Master examines new students, usually during a Probation period for certain portents and auguries.  These are the tests that are said to come to the Student when he or she least expects them.  And they are not necessarily tests inflicted by the instructor; but by nature herself (Isis-who prompts one to spiritual awakening; often in very unusual ways).
Hope is optimism, or a positive outlook on the future, both in the spiritual sense as it applies to your application of the teachings, but also in the mundane sense, as it is in the physical world that our illumination takes place. In fact, our illumination is a direct result of our experiences in the physical, and without them, illumination would be impossible. The physical world and all that it offers, both desirable and undesirable makes our illumination possible. It is our choice of actions within it however, which make it inevitable, or a process that will be delayed.

 

This automatically implies the reality of the phenomenal world.  When Mark normally sounds much more in the camp of the Yellow School of thought, the above quote is actually very much White School.
Charity is compassion, love in action, an expansiveness of heart that allows our sense of separateness to be dissolved and essential unity realized – this is Illumination. Through giving of our time, talent, treasure, and wisdom we give to others, but ultimately this gift is to ourselves, for the law of Cause and Result states, “As you give, so shall you receive.”  Charity is Faith and Hope in action. Charity makes illumination possible, as it allows us to overcome our sense of limitations, self-pity, selfishness, and all things associated with ‘me-ness’ and fear of loss. Charity projects us into a now, and future now, of increase, wealth, wisdom, love, gratitude, selflessness and peace.

 

The dissolving of separateness is the Initiation of Nuit as discussed in my most recent post on Mother's Agenda, Vol. 2.  But this overall idea of 'Christian Charity' that is more the tone of the text here is more condescending and doesn't really follow Nuit's dictim to not make any difference between one thing and other.
 

Teacher, Teachings, and Companions
 

The above three essentials consist of Inner Essentials, that is attitudes and actions required of us individually for our Illumination.  However, three Outer Essentials are also required, these consist of the Teacher, the Teachings, and our Companions. As mentioned in Kabbalah for Health and Wellness, these can easily be seen in the Three Greater Lights of the Masonic Lodge, wherein there is the Master (Teacher), the Volume of the Sacred Law (Teachings) and the Lodge members (Companions), also know as “the Household of the Faithful”.  

 

This is essential in the Magickal Lodge; but today, the Masonic Lodge ignores the light of real Masonic study and is perverted by the Christian religion's usurpation of their ideals.
 

In Hermeticism, we see the reference to “adoption” as the entering into a close teacher and student relationship of an intimate nature that mingles the minds similar to the mingling of bloodlines through the adoption process, thereby making one a formal member of the initiatic chain of transmission.

Teacher: Knowledge of the teachings, demonstrated practice, and ability to transmit both the academic and practical aspects clearly and concisely.

 

Ultimately, a close relationship opens up between Master and Disciple as the lineage comes to be as a forged chain.  It is in this friendship that both grow; even as in the Magickal Lodge, the Master of Lodge changes hands that all share in the covenant of learning.
 

Teachings: Valid source, proven efficacy, and intact written and/or verbal transmissions.

 

The canon of the Lodge is the primary study.
And it is with companions that community is formed.
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