Teacher Student Relationships and What They Mean
By Mark Stavish

 

            With some of our recent posts questions arose regarding the relationship that exists between a teacher and student, or to use the classical terminology, the Master and the Disciple.  Herein, the following was most recently said to me, so I though it would be good to pass it along.

            “The relationship between the Master and the Disciple is one of love and trust. The Master expresses love for the disciple, and the Disciple trusts the Master.  In trusting the Master, the Disciple demonstrates trust in their self, in their own decision making process. The Master-Disciple relationship is about communication.  Thinking that there is something we can learn from the Master gives us openness, and enthusiasm to help others.  In place of actualized wisdom we have love and trust, until our own inner wisdom is actualized, brought forth into the daily world.  Trust of the Master’s teachings and practice of them go together, then the master becomes your eyes – your light. You understand the path they are demonstrating because you are actually walking it. However, at its core, pure devotion to spiritual practice and cutting off of attachments to your limited self-image is what the relationship is all about. The Master helps us learn to help ourselves, to become independent and to resist the sirens call of habituated patterns and old ways.  You see, as we dig into our self, there is fear as we are moving towards dissolution, towards the Nothingness, the All. This fear is real, it is the fear of our limited sense of self sensing its demise, or rather its expansion, and fear of that because it is movement towards the unknown.  Relationship with the Master is fundamental because it gives us confidence as we can experience fear of going towards Nothingness.”   

            Coupled with this notion of the teacher student relationship is the topic of Vows, discussed in a recent post.  Often during training, particularly those involving initiations, vows are made by the student.  Unlike the vows of Poverty, Obedience, and Chastity previously covered, and which deal primarily with the student’s relationship to him or herself, the vows stated, and they are verbally stated, during an initiation or as part of a particular method of practice, are between the Master and Disciple, and more importantly, between the Disciple and others. What is often missed in modern esoteric orders, as can easily be seen by how vows are so poorly given, as well as poorly maintained, is that a vow is not simply a means of control over the information or rituals used, but is a magical act. A vow invokes the creative power of the Word, and is an occult seal upon one’s practice.  It strengthens the practice, for it brings with it an obligation. In Masonic terms, we refer to one’s Oath and Obligation, and in this there is not just the words, but the actions that are required to fulfill the meaning of those words.  

To often, in modern occult groups we think of vows, and oaths as simple and often ridiculous oaths of secrecy, a secrecy regarding material that is more often than not pulled from a book easily available. There is of course the secrecy of a groups members, in that, we respect the privacy of others to keep their esoteric interests a private matter if they so chose. And there is the often required secrecy regarding times and locations of meetings and activities. Yet all of these are negative vows, or oaths. They are negative actions, in that they restrict us rather than expand us.  

Herein we must look deeply at the positive vows that we have taken. The vow to help others, such as one Mason’s vow to help another Mason, or even non-Mason whenever possible is a good example. Or the Martinist’s vow to ascend towards a near Messianic zeal in his or her defense of the Holy Sepulcher, for as they are told, “The hope of humanity rests on thee.” Then there is the Rosicrucian vows, so enumerated in the Fama, and those of the Neophyte of the Golden Dawn, to turn their back on darkness and to help a dying world.  

There are also oaths more particular, such as the physician’s oath to first and foremost, “do no harm”.  Herein we see that each practice, be it astrology, magic, alchemy, or various psychic arts and arts of divination have their own vows tied into them. These vows are psychic triggers that remind us of our obligations to use our knowledge wisely and not indiscriminately.  Cause and effect rule our existence, and the Oaths and Obligations connected to our various initiations and practices remind us of that should we stumble along the way.  

And what are we to do if we do stumble?  How can we repair our broken vows, our oaths sworn before God, our Master, our Brethren, and most importantly, our self?  For some, the answer is such cannot be done, however, this is neither realistic nor very forgiving.  In truth, vows are broken for a variety of reasons, many which the violator him or herself does not always understand.  At other times the vow may have been broken from the start, or unrealistic, for reasons to cumbersome to go into at this time.  However, these vows often have to do with one’s relationship to their occult order, and to a far lesser degree, less personal and thereby less strong, and their being maintained or broken often is of negligible consequences in today’s world. The vows that matter most are in how we say we will treat ourself and others as we journey along the path. These vows are the most important as they show who we are.

These vows once broken can only be resolved through acts of absolution, contrition, and purification or penance.   Herein we find the importance of the long lost acts of pilgrimage, feast offerings, and even the much abused and maligned act of endowments for the purpose of restoring broken vows and continuing our onward journey of self-discovery, rather than being tangled in the broken path of self-pity and remorse.
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Hi All,
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Here's some comments to the latest Stavish article:
 

            With some of our recent posts questions arose regarding the relationship that exists between a teacher and student, or to use the classical terminology, the Master and the Disciple.  Herein, the following was most recently said to me, so I though it would be good to pass it along.

 

In the A.'.A.'. an instructor who is not an Adept (at least Adeptus Minor) is not considered to be a 'master', nor can the Student be a 'disciple' who is not at least a 'full' Zelator, which is the second stage in one's development in that Grade.  And in actuality, the more intimate as well as formal, master-disciple relationship is engaged in the Order of Thelema.  We may also consider that there's plenty of empirical evidence to support the idea of what Castaneda has referred to as the Tonal and Nagual functions in spiritual instruction with separate instructors for each.  The Tonal instructor informs the intellectual and conscious sheath as the Nagual informs the emotional and subconscious (including the astral).
The function of the Initiation Ceremony in Lodge work is primarily to make an impression on those sheaths that relate to the Nagual.  But as Carl Jung has noted, certain contacts are made with either actual or astral entities and certain other synchronicities are experienced by and through them that can have a profound impact on an Aspirant.  We may view them as the Secret Chiefs, using Thelemic terms, and they may present themselves suprisingly and briefly through chance meetings...as I have experienced.  Or they may present themselves through inner contacts as Ryan well describes in his experiences appendixed to Liber Ged.  And such a Nagual may present him or herself any possibly any number of other ways.
 

            “The relationship between the Master and the Disciple is one of love and trust. The Master expresses love for the disciple, and the Disciple trusts the Master.  In trusting the Master, the Disciple demonstrates trust in their self, in their own decision making process. 

 

In the modern world, we simply know better than the accept this...or at least I do; along with other sensible people.  The relationship Mark Stavish is describing here is even the romance of some Thelemic instructors and sets up what almost always results in abusive situations.  Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.  Yes, the instructor should endeavor to befriend the Student, but also that Tonal instructor needs to discipline the Student and culturallly orientate the Student; that they might speak the same language.  And by discipline, I mean the instructor must learn to command respect...not to reward and punish.  Per Liber AL:
 

AL:III.4  "Choose ye an island!"
The spiritual instructor is no longer your 'refuge' (AL:III.17  "Fear not at all; fear neither men nor Fates, nor gods, nor anything.  Money fear not, nor laughter of the folk folly, nor any other power in heaven or upon the earth or under the earth.  Nu is your refuge as Hadit your light; and I am the strength, force, vigour, of your arms."); we no longer depend on the ancestor worship of the guru that originally generated the lineage and now has withdrawn his or her involvement.  Each lineage starts anew as the Student becomes the Master.  No longer does the beatification of the departed Master serve the Nagual function.  But each Aspirant must find this for him or herself (by the force and vigour generated ... the Magickal Enthusiasm that is called Ra-Hoor-Khuit).
AL:III.5  "Fortify it!"
 

Recognize your own divinity and sing the song of yourself; don't fall to the adoration of your Master.  This is but self-entrapment by the indulgence in your own inferiority complex.  If you find weakness in yourself, respond with those efforts that will bring you to strength.  Do not seek the consolation of the refuge in the arms of your Master...but weild your own arms to accomplish what you need for yourself; independent of the Master and with all the maturity and wisdom you can bring to your approach.
AL:III.6  "Dung it about with enginery of war!"
 

In all spiritual lineages, East and West, Thelemic and non-Thelemic, most gurus and masters become ultimately, little more than spiritual vampires.  Take all instruction with a skeptical eye and confirm and validate through your own experimentation and experience.  It is not necessarily 'hierarchical indiscipline' to disagree with your teacher and work through your own conundrums.
 

The Master-Disciple relationship is about communication.  Thinking that there is something we can learn from the Master gives us openness, and enthusiasm to help others.  

 

Propaganda always works on a very subtle level; appealing more to the subconscious (for those minds ready and 'open' to a knee-jerk acceptance of ideas that may even seem valid on an intuitive level), which takes them in blindly.  The altruism in the above statement is naive at best.  Why should my spiritual attainment bring the ambition (co-existent with enthusiasm) to "help others"?  Am I not busy enough helping myself?  Does not my own attainment already open the gate for others to find their own attainment?
Yes, we should communicate; it's the craft of the messenger god-Mercury who is the herald of Magick.  In the A.'.A.'. one is taught to speak openly of Our Order; even to the limited understanding that one might have of Us.  But to deliberately intefere in the work of another Star is but an invasion of their godhood and a self-diminishing pomposity.  This is what often precipitates the fall of most gurus.  And most of them do fall from their attainment as they become more interested in the propagation of their message than they do of their work.
 

In place of actualized wisdom we have love and trust, until our own inner wisdom is actualized, brought forth into the daily world.  Trust of the Master’s teachings and practice of them go together, then the master becomes your eyes – your light. 

 

Ouch!...it should be obvious that placing such refuge in such another can only bring the equal and opposite reaction from any true master...it should be met with his or her scorn for such an idiotic student.  Is it no wonder that so many students in the East can spend twenty years sweeping the floors and cleaning the master's toilets before he might even condescend to give the simplest instruction that can be found in a thousand books on Amazon.com?  Though the propaganda here seems so intuitively correct, it is an ideation that simply doesn't even exist in practice.  For those who naively give up their material possessions and join an ashram to take full refuge in the master, they find themselves in a trap.
 

You understand the path they are demonstrating because you are actually walking it. 

 

No...you are now walking the master's path...not your own.
 

However, at its core, pure devotion to spiritual practice and cutting off of attachments to your limited self-image is what the relationship is all about. 

 

This gets to the core of the ego-loser philosophy; there is no importance places on the individualized self (Atman)...the whole intent is focuses on the non-personal self (Paratman).  cf. Congealing the Soul
 

The Master helps us learn to help ourselves, to become independent and to resist the sirens call of habituated patterns and old ways.  You see, as we dig into our self, there is fear as we are moving towards dissolution, towards the Nothingness, the All. This fear is real, it is the fear of our limited sense of self sensing its demise, or rather its expansion, and fear of that because it is movement towards the unknown.  Relationship with the Master is fundamental because it gives us confidence as we can experience fear of going towards Nothingness.”   

 

What god would crave its own destruction?!  The problem with this nihilistic philosophy is that one starts with the belief that one has experienced all that material incarnation has to offer and any more would be pointless...so just return to the AIN and be done with the 'curse' of existence.  But indeed the Universal Mind craves the pasttimes of all life's experiences (sweet and sour) as they are that that makes the infinite to yet expand.  This is the pushing forth of the Universal Mind and the raison d'etre of God.  The cowardly escape to non-existence would result in nothing more than being flung forth again; only to give the Universal Mind yet, another pasttime.  Indeed it is our place for those 'who are of us' to do our will amongst the living.  We should leave these nihilists with the slaves that will perish (suffer the second death, which is the goal of these nihilists...their efforts in this life being but a screen to shield their psyches from living while they strive to accomplish what even the sleepers will accomplish after the first death of the body...that second death).  cf. A Zelator's Aphorisms.
 

            Coupled with this notion of the teacher student relationship is the topic of Vows, discussed in a recent post.  Often during training, particularly those involving initiations, vows are made by the student <snip> between the Master and Disciple, and more importantly, between the Disciple and others. What is often missed in modern esoteric orders, as can easily be seen by how vows are so poorly given, as well as poorly maintained, is that a vow is not simply a means of control over the information or rituals used, but is a magical act. A vow invokes the creative power of the Word, and is an occult seal upon one’s practice.  It strengthens the practice, for it brings with it an obligation. In Masonic terms, we refer to one’s Oath and Obligation, and in this there is not just the words, but the actions that are required to fulfill the meaning of those words.  

 

In the A.'.A.'. the Oaths are designed to foster the Great Work and these are made to oneself; cf. On the Nature of the Oaths.
 

To often, in modern occult groups we think of vows, and oaths as simple and often ridiculous oaths of secrecy, a secrecy regarding material that is more often than not pulled from a book easily available. There is of course the secrecy of a groups members, in that, we respect the privacy of others to keep their esoteric interests a private matter if they so chose. And there is the often required secrecy regarding times and locations of meetings and activities. Yet all of these are negative vows, or oaths. They are negative actions, in that they restrict us rather than expand us.  

 

Worse, these are the Oaths of the 'herd'...they exist as the sanctity of the group is become more important than that of the individual.  As they are restrictions and can force us to shut our mouths just when we need to speak, they should not be taken; not in a Thelemic lodge nor any lesser lodge.  Remember: AL:I.41  “The word of Sin is Restriction.  O man! Refuse not thy wife, if she will!  O lover, if thou wilt, depart!  There is no bond that can unite the divided but love:  all else is a curse.  Accursed!  Accursed be it to the aeons!  Hell.”
 

Herein we must look deeply at the positive vows that we have taken. The vow to help others, such as one Mason’s vow to help another Mason, or even non-Mason whenever possible is a good example. Or the Martinist’s vow to ascend towards a near Messianic zeal in his or her defense of the Holy Sepulcher, for as they are told, “The hope of humanity rests on thee.” Then there is the Rosicrucian vows, so enumerated in the Fama, and those of the Neophyte of the Golden Dawn, to turn their back on darkness and to help a dying world.  

 

Such oaths are fantasies to build up the myth of the lodge...the hop of humanity doesn't rest on you...nor is this world dying...it's very much alive and existing exactly as it ought to be.  If you find a problem with the world, it is but a problem in yourself.  As I like to say to people that push this propaganda: Grow up and get over it.
 

There are also oaths more particular, such as the physician’s oath to first and foremost, “do no harm”.  Herein we see that each practice, be it astrology, magic, alchemy, or various psychic arts and arts of divination have their own vows tied into them. These vows are psychic triggers that remind us of our obligations to use our knowledge wisely and not indiscriminately.  Cause and effect rule our existence, and the Oaths and Obligations connected to our various initiations and practices remind us of that should we stumble along the way.  

 

Ah...the myth of original sin again rears its ugly head.  Wisdom is gained by experience; not the blindly followed instructions of the pompous, who would even pretend that there's such power in these practices that could destroy others.  It would not be by these powers, but by other powers, such as those employed by the con-artist and the sadistic narcissist.  Such tools as Magick and divination may or may not be employed in the activities of these miscreants.
 

And what are we to do if we do stumble?  How can we repair our broken vows, our oaths sworn before God, our Master, our Brethren, and most importantly, our self?  For some, the answer is such cannot be done, however, this is neither realistic nor very forgiving.  In truth, vows are broken for a variety of reasons, many which the violator him or herself does not always understand.  At other times the vow may have been broken from the start, or unrealistic, for reasons to cumbersome to go into at this time.  However, these vows often have to do with one’s relationship to their occult order, and to a far lesser degree, less personal and thereby less strong, and their being maintained or broken often is of negligible consequences in today’s world. The vows that matter most are in how we say we will treat ourself and others as we journey along the path. These vows are the most important as they show who we are.

These vows once broken can only be resolved through acts of absolution, contrition, and purification or penance.   Herein we find the importance of the long lost acts of pilgrimage, feast offerings, and even the much abused and maligned act of endowments for the purpose of restoring broken vows and continuing our onward journey of self-discovery, rather than being tangled in the broken path of self-pity and remorse.


The ugliness of the Christist egregore openly displays itself here.  No act of contrition can mitigate the betrayal of a vow to yourself.  The effect of the broken vow recoils upon oneself and its backlash will be consistent with the weight of the vow.  If I take a magickal oath to come to understand the nature of my being and then I brake that vow, I am deluged with ignorance.  And I will suffer this until I again take to the fulfillment of my vow.  Praying to God will bring no mitigation to this self-betrayal; and should indeed but raise the ire of any god.  Vows to lodges that place the lodge in greater importance to oneself also bring harm to the self...this is a vow to brake.  Any upholding of secrecy should be by mutual agreement...or else the lodge is in a position to abuse its relationship to the individual...and indeed, it will.  Mutual agreement requires respect; a vow forced upon an initiate mid-ceremony and without his or her prior consent is a dangerous condescension.
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