93 PJ

 

<<Thelema is such a syncretic construct that I can't say that syncretism is such a bad thing.  What one has to monitor is the level of intelligence applied by such syncretists in their constructs>>

 

I’ve heard criticism on other lists about how Thelemites like to combine systems that don’t necessarily belong together.  Recently I was scolded for pointing out similarities between Exu and Choronzon – both are gatekeepers, both have the trident as their symbol, Exu’s number is #3, while Choronzon’s is #333, and I could probably find more if I look closer.  Actually, Bertiaux believes that if you go back to the sources of both Qabalah and traditional African religions, you will find a common source.  But yes, this type of analysis does offend the traditionalists.

 

93/93

a    
There's nothing wrong with comparing systems. What I find offensive is when people combine Thelema with another religion, such as Voodoo, Wicca or Buddhism - either traditions which have influenced Thelema or worse yet, which Thelema has influenced! (Wicca, LaVeyan Satanism and Setianism) Thelema already being a syncretic religion, and bringing forth a revised formula for the new aeon and cursing the old, is only missing the addition of individual insight and discovery in order to further develop it as a living philosophy. 

AL chI:

56. Expect him not from the East, nor from the West; for from no expected house cometh that child. Aum! All words are sacred and all prophets true; save only that they understand a little; solve the first half of the equation, leave the second unattacked. But thou hast all in the clear light, and some, though not all, in the dark. 

chII: 5. Behold! the rituals of the old time are black. Let the evil ones be cast away; let the good ones be purged by the prophet! Then shall this Knowledge go aright. 

93

Cammy

This isn't to say that one can't participate in pagan rituals similar to Thelemic ones...as long as they don't want to be initiated into another system while they're a Thelemite.

93

Cammy

I find it distressing when people use systems to promote bigotry, for  

example that A woman is the source of evil and venom and Was not  

baptized by JOhn the Baptist because ( Of their inherent evil ) Or  

some sort of tom foolery) then to embrace a caste system which is  

basically social slavery

Its when Religion has no logic when a system isn't a system but a  

vehicle for discrimination

that it begins to annoy me

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com

93 C,

 

I think you can participate in whatever you want to.  If I wanted to be initiated into Santeria, for example, I don’t see the problem. Whatever happened to “restriction is sin?”
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I have an observation.. Now even in christianity its gotten little bit odd,( Avoiding this group and that) except the entire point of that religion was to go out among the regular folk who were pagan and live a life which was a good life. 

 Nothing much is said about not attending say parties or initiations and such Until quite a bit later

The first real restriction( On a massive scale came with the setting of the feast of the nativity)

at the same time as Saturnalia in Rome

 As a competitive feast to the traditional PAgan Roman holiday.The idea was to set it so that given the choice they would attend the christian holiday and not the pagan and that eventually 

That it would supplant the pagan holiday

  That was the intent the plan,, They did it with full knowledge that there was an existing pagan holiday and then promoted it( The Christian version)and Basically won.

Getting the abbreviated 12 days of Christmas( As a fully christian holiday) because it was completely planned to be that way

I here people say OH christmas is a pagan holiday ...Poof its fully christian and was planned to take over the time slot of the pagan holiday( These guys knew exactly what they were doing)

Set the time and won out.

so its not until this time when there is this idea of NO Pagan participation or traditional participation

Previously the only prohibition was the consumption of meat which was killed by strangling

( Apparently some pagan ritual) which didnt sit right with the jewish origin

But hey in the Gospel account its Jesus that says he is called a wine bibber( Ie drunk)And 

glutton(For eating dinner with all the sinners)

 didnt seem to stop him from being there ?

This entire idea of avoiding people and places and things because they are holier than thou

well.....its not in there that I can see

Apparently he loved to party..

smile

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com
Being an initiate of two different systems doesn't make sense, although one doesn't need to be an initiate to participate in some group rituals. Not only would Thelema conflict with the Christian (Catholic) elements of Santeria, but also the ideas of sacrifice and possession. And how could one handle the ordeals of both Santeria and the A.'.A.'.? I myself was never able to reconcile Islam with Thelema. They are supposed to be complete systems unto themselves, with their own ideologies. 
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Cammy

Hi Ann,
93
The supposed purists can only date their systems back so far; they are the 'ordained' ones that have been taught to apply the rules of the present clerical makeup.  What we in Thelema have come to understand through our study of the Qabalah is that all systems merely represent the same actualities in different symbol sets.  This lies outside the knowledge of clerics and therefore, they will find fault with what we do.  That problem belongs to them and not to us.  So we will simply leave them be.
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Hi Cammy,
93
Your point is strong; but I recommend that you not take "offense" with what other people do.  They have the right to pursue their Will and their spirituality as they see fit.  What we don't have to do is to validate some of their ridiculous constructs.  But really, how can another's religion or spiritual viewpoint offend me?  It can't if I don't choose to let it do that.  And if I choose to; I would still have to ask myself, why waste such energy on being offended?  There's more an egoistic problem in taking offense.  It's alright to criticize stupidity...that at least raises the bar for those that want to develop their intelligence.
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Hi Cammy,
93
Like I saw in Ann's reply, the word of sin is restriction.  So I don't see a problem in choosing other initatory knowledge.  Perhaps one inevitable problem would be working the old and new currents simultaneously.  It's like dividing a house in two; as Lincoln said, the house won't stand.  So one may learn this lesson the hard way, but certainly we shouldn't apply such stricture in our doctrine as that would lead to restriction.  Already in the Thelemic community, there's a strong degree of egocentricity as is found in those clerics of other systems that criticize what Thelemites do (and as Ann has related).  This is a problem that alienates the very idea of Liberty, which we preach as a principle virtue (the 4 L's: Life, Liberty, Love and Light).
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Hi JohnMoon,

93

Of course, I agree with you; I think the very light of the modern Gnosis as especially found in Thelema, shows us the incredible value that woman hold in the mysteries (dating even back to the Renaissance with the Chemical Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz).  And of course, Liberty is a key to the exposition of the soul and its manifestation in this life, that derides the value of any caste system.

But we also must remember, with the onset of the Patriarchal Age and the re-interpretation of so many scriptures all those ages ago, women were denigrated as those interpretations perverted the real meaning of what was going on.  Some of this has been shown quite clearly in the HPB posts I've been sending to the list.

Today, those old-aeonic clerics in their desperation are bringing out all these old prejudices in order to inflame and hopefully, help us to take a step back into the darkness.

But they yet serve us as they bring these old prejudices out from the shadows of our psyche, so we have a clear target to shoot at.
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Hi JohnMoon,
93
The problem with qualifying statements such as this is first in the extreme editing that Constantine and Irenaeus took to these documents.  Jesus contradicts himself all over the place.  On the one hand, he's blessing the peacemakers and on the other he states that he comes with a sword.  On one hand, he's making more wine for a wedding party and on the other, he's saying that he hangs out w/publicans and winebibbers because they are sinners and most in need of his help; not wanting to preach to the converted.
The confusion has allowed so many Christian factions to make of him what feels good to them and no truth, no word of God can credibly be distilled from the New Testament.  Like the Muslim heresy, the Roman heresy is a bastard child of the Jews, that at least carried the ancient knowledge, though their interpreters came to bastardize the interpretations.
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Hi Cammy,
93
And so you see that no one among us tried to stop you from your folly; you must learn for yourself in all that you do.  We are not proseletysers (sp?) nor clerics.  Each must interpret the Law for him or herself.  All we can do, as on this list, is converse and discuss ideas.
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pj
93C,

 

On a personal level, I would have a problem with the blood sacrifices, but if the spirits requires blood as an offering, and you want to work with him, you would get him the blood.  Possession is part of the spirits’ way of interacting with the material world, it is temporary and not harmful. You can actually view it as a sharing of consciousness.  So I still don’t see the conflict, although I am enjoying the discussion. Jude, who is on this list, is a Palo initiate, I believe.  I’d like to hear his view on this.
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93

 

Crowley's innovative approach to evocation, in which a human being is placed in the triangle and used as a 'material basis' for the spirit to manifest sounds like a modified form of possesion in my opinion.  
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Ryan

93 Ryan,

 

I would agree, but why is the triangle even necessary?
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93

 

It seems that in the world of 'magickal thinking' the operative rules of procedure are funcionally valid within their holistic framwork, while the framework of rules itself is largely an arbitrary interpretation.  This is the only way that I can understand why different systems using what appear to be contradictive rules can produce the same or similar results. This of course brings into question exactly how 'scientific' such procedures really are since one main condition of positive science is that a theory must be falsifiable if it is to be considered scientific.  This is why there is so much debate about psycho-analysis, which is considered a psuedo science by positivists since there are a plethora of contradicting methods, that bring about subjective assertions of 'success' from the patients, and lighter wallets.  

 

Yet classical positive science all too often forgets that subjective experience (so often called illusion) is a very real and operative component of the objective world.  Subjective impressions and their effect on objective performance is here to stay.  

 

Now a more direct answer, which is probaly familiar to you: the triangle symbolizes manifestation in general, the three points deal with Binah, being, yet the number 3 in some schools of numerology suggests motion.  Thus: change is stability, the surface of the triangle constitutes the fourth variable, thus the idea of a definite thing coming into expression is there.  The magician determines the rest by the spirit he or she chooses.  

 

The practical explanation is that the triangle is supposed to confine the spirit so it can be controlled by the magician.  Obviously a great degree of control is valued by western society; of which I find ceremonial magick to be an expression.  And the proof is in the pudding.  This collective cultural heritage has succeeded in taking the lead over the rest of the world when it comes to isolating properties, objectifying them and controlling them.  

 

In a harsh but honest obervation the difference between using the triangle and regular possesion is analogous to the difference between North America and South America; Europe and Africa when it comes to being able to manage things in the world of Assiah.  

 

I think there is a real correlation between one's approach to the subjective/transcendent realms and one's ability to function in the 'objective' concensus world.  I think such a study would actually reveal the necessity of the intelligent and conscious engineering of a mythology and practice based on these lines within our otherwise spiritually un-certain post enlightenment culture.  

 

Therefore is sharp contrast to the trends in religious scholarship there is a criteria by which to scientifically measure the value of a religious or magickal system.  How successful is the system at fullfilling one's will?  

 

How efficient is this system when it comes to enabling it's participants to adapt to the 'real' world? 
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Ryan  

93

Hi Ann, I can't remembe if I hit the reply all button on my last resposne to this question, if I didn't...could you please forward it?  If I did, feel free to laugh at my absentminded ness.  

 

As I reflect on my last response I want to add that every system seems to have its negative side effects, magalamania being one common negative effect of western ceremonial magick and anal retentiveness and nervous apprehensions for most western intelligensia.  

 

Any ways I'll be curous as to your thoughts about my last resposne, since it was one of those spur of the moment pet theories.  
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Ryan  

93

 

I like this guy, I think every 'sane' occultist should study his clips.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1S5CRcqJQo
Hi Ann & Ryan,
93
I think the qualitative difference between Crowley's use of a material basis and the more common Vodoun forms of possession, is that the operator is not the one being possessed and therefore maintains control over the operation.  When one works to have oneself possessed, one also gives up control and without such a third party as the operator, loses a certain safety mechanism.
Also, another important difference, the operator has a chance to interview the entity possessing the material basis and glean information that in itself was the rationale for the operation.  For more on this, read his diaries; particularly, the Amalantra, Abuldiz and Bartzabel (sp?) workings, easily found on the Net.
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Hi Ryan,
93
Here is yet another by-product of a superstitious culture that looks for signs through supernaturalism (the production of 'miracles').  Jesus is validated because of his miracles and for that matter, so is Moses; as far as I know, only Mohammed isn't given such attributions.  The anthropomorphic god is said to be the author of such phenomena that are beyond natural law and hence these miracle workers are said to be using the god-force.  Of course, many other such miracle workers are said to exist and when they don't proscribe to one's chosen religion, they are then said to be using the devil-force.
But if nature is but the material manifestation of the Godhead, then to defy its law is to go beyond or outside the very spiritual source of the Universe; an impossibility.  Both the material and the spirit are reflected in each other; as above, so below.
A more legitimate miracle would simply be to use those natural laws that are outside the understanding of material science.  But then such would not be a miracle at all; as I said in a previous post, today's miracles are tomorrow's science.  Other seeming miracles are from trickery; not necessarily the kind shown on this video, but the kind that is of a class of hypnotism.  Even masses of people can be simultaneously hypnotized into seeing, hearing, smelling, feeling and tasting things that aren't really there; all produced by an application of force upon the mind, that produces illusion.
For this reason, witnesses to so-called miraculous events cannot and should not be trusted nor given any validation whatsoever.  As a society, we still can't get beyond this Manichean good&evil problem; making some miracles of the Devil and others of God.  Indeed, all these so-called Monotheists can't even see the most obvious evidence before them; that they have two gods (God&Devil), and that they are not practicing Monotheism at all.  With such weak powers of perception, how can we trust any observation they may have?  Yet, indeed so many do and have done for thousands of years.
As a race, are we really that stupid?...Yes!
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Hi Ryan,
93
The fear produced by the lack of control of oneself is as awesome a fear as one can have.  And it is at the heart of Gnosis when one comes to see the Universe as a place where even chance can undo us in a moment.  It is the illusion of control over our affairs that fortifies the ego to strength and the realization, unconsciously for many, that this is indeed an illusion that drives a quiet desperation.  So we see orders like the Caliphate and H.O.O.R. in desperate seeking to control the actions of others.  The cover is today, the copyright wars, amongst other things.  And what we ultimately have is proof that the leaders of these orders have attained nothing but the ability to hypnotize their constituents into believing in them.  The pervasive strength of superstition in our culture goes to the very marrow of our minds.
Mark Stavish referred to this in a most interesting way; and in a quote that I've placed on the A.'.A.'. page:  http://www.astronargon.us/The%20Motta%20System%20of%20Thelema.html
Be sure to click on the links to see the actual letters sent to my web providers:
 



YiJing
   
Dao DeJing


                                In stifling the publication of these spiritual works (Yi Jing, Dao De Jing), the Caliphate shows spiritual impotence and that they are indeed of the Shut-Ups described in Chapter 89 of Crowley's 

                                 Book of Lies (at the bottom of this page).

                                 Note well the statement of the A.M.H.R.:

       Realize that true power is that which you give to others...
        not what you can destroy and take away from others
as the Black Lodge teaches its dupes.
 

              Also note well the statement of Mark Stavish (an Alchemist):
Publishing and personalities dominate over traditions and lineages. And where lineages exist, they seem rooted in inflexible rules and dogma. This has given rise to the need to claim ownership of teachings and symbols. Copyrights have become the rule of the day; and the need to keep perpetual students the norm as traditions fail to generate teachers, and genuine spiritual masters, who can stand the heat of public pressure to demonstrate the power of the teachings.


The Black Lodge Papers 

                                 In stifling the publication of these informative papers, the H.O.O.R. Legal Department shows that H.O.O.R. fits in well with the Shut-Ups described in Chapter 89 of Crowley's Book of Lies.

                                 In actuality, Motta wrote this and H.O.O.R. has no legal copyright to them.  But since Ray Eales is incapable of producing any work of his own, being spiritually impotent and a mere second-hander and not a creator or generator of 'new gnosis' (the only proof of any attainment), he needs to pretend 

to own something.  We simply see no value in engaging this "shut up" (cf. the bottom of this page)  in a fight to release this on this website.

 

89  

ΚΕΦΑΛΗ ΠΘ 

UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT  

I am annoyed about the number 89.  

I shall avenge myself by writing nothing in this chapter.  

That, too, is wise; for since I am annoyed, I could not write even a reasonably decent lie.

COMMENTARY (ΠΘ)  

Frater P. had been annoyed by a scurvy doctor, the number of whose house was 89.  

He shows that his mind was completely poisoned in respect of that number by his allowing himself to be annoyed.  

(But note that a good Qabalist cannot err. —In Him all is right.“ 89 is Body—that which annoys—and the Angel of the Lord of Despair and Cruelty. Also —Silence“ and —Shut Up.“The four meanings completely describe the chapter.) 

From Liber LXXXIX (a private document): 

The fallen: the ‘Shutups;’ the spiritual criminal; those undead and non-living, the zombies and vampires, the ghoul, lichen and so on; these are connected to the qliphoth, and bring the qliphoth into the real world.  

Crowley’s writings on the Black Lodge can be found in Liber CDXVIII, and also several of the chapters in Liber Aleph. A central focus on the "shut-ups" as found in Chapter 89 of Liber CCCXXXIII provides a core principle the formulation of the Black Brother.  People that refuse to face reality or more typically, certain parts of it; recreating and reinterpreting the details they can see of reality in order to conceal the things they can’t or won’t see.  The loop is also a tool to use for those who managed to get to this state by Magick, and that means creating actions and circumstances which will not give a result to grow on, but returning to the point of origin; inexperienced and therefore unchanged.  In other words, the idea that we are simply children of God, having left heaven and seeking only to return to it is a false notion. 

From Ben Hecht's

A Child of the Century
...a wise man will always allow a fool to rob him of ideas without yelling, "Thief."  If he is wise he has not been impoverished.  Nor has the fool been enriched.  The thief flatters us by stealing.  We flatter him by complaining.

To Bill Breeze and Ray Eales for their copyright complaints (not admitting that we stole anything at all):

Thank You!

93 Ryan,

 

But why would the triangle even be necessary if you are calling the spirit into yourself?  Obviously you are not restraining it in any way, which is the whole purpose of the triangle.
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93 Ryan,

 

You did hit the reply all button, my absent minded friend   I’m really amused at the fact that my messages are as small as possible, while you tend to be the opposite…lol.  Maybe it’s because I hyperfocus.
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On Nov 14, 2007, at 7:00 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

only Mohammed isn't given such attributions.  The anthropomorphic god is said to be the author of such phenomena that are beyond natural law and hence these miracle workers are said to be using the god-force.  Of course, many other such miracle workers are said to exist and when they don't proscribe to one's chosen religion, they are then said to be using the devil-force.
But if nature is but the material manifestation of the Godhead, then to defy its law is to go beyond or
Oh and the miraculous journey on his horse which left a hoof print on the rock( Of the dome of the rock) 

into heaven doesn't count as a miracle

I thought the people of Islam considered that the proof and why they erected the Mosque over the place where that happened ( which also happens to be the temple mount)

And the miraculous reception of the Koran, which by miracle is never altered or translated into anything but the original language Islam

regards

johnmo3717@aol.co
From a philosophical standpoint the triangle is the outer manifestation of the structure of the universe 

Pythagorus believed the original GOd founded the world upon it

If you study pythagorus you would find that many things include the triangle as a basis

for example the star is actually two triangles or several so arranged as to have a certain number of points

 Within which is a circle( surrounded by this unbreakable outer form)

Just a thought

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com
Hi Ann,
93
Certainly, we are taught in Magickal Theory that the triangle is necessary.  But then of course, Crowley would say: "Don't take my word for this, investigate it yourself."  So should you decide to try Magickal Evocation, you don't necessarily have to follow the 'rules.'  However, if you came to me, I would tell you first, follow the rules and then when you've mastered them, see which ones are spurious or superfluous.  In other words, before you learn how to improvise on a melody, first, learn how to play the melody.
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Hi JohnMoon,
93
I had discounted the reception of the book as such reception is never really considered miraculous, per se.  But I stand corrected on your other point, as I was unaware of the hoof print.  So even Mohammed is given qualities by a superstitious culture.  Why am I not surprised?
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HM Necessary well? 

If you want to build a house It is first recommended that you draw it out.That is you draw the form and know what its going to look like 

Otherwise if you merely start building without any blueprint at all.. You may indeed get a structure. But its likley to be Lopsided and leak. POssibly fall on its foundation Because first

there was no form to follow

Now a master builder , he might indeed be able to build a house by memory having done so so many times before. or all his life.

But for example myself . I might have difficulty building a house with windows all the same size or in the right places or doors and ceilings

I might build  log cabin a rough thing made with an axe, but a master builder might build a mansion with many floors and luxury

I think it is a good thing t learn form, and then once mastered to go on your own and express your own talents 

But first you learn the architecture so your house will stand and not fall down

( I could be wrong)

But that is my observation

its just my visualization of necessity of forms

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com
Hi JohnMoon,
93
You're right...as a matter of fact, I was just reading about this in Blavatsky this morning and am including some exerpts from Chapter 9 of Vol. II (Isis Unveiled) here:
 

 All systems of religious mysticism are based on numerals. With Pythagoras, the Monas or unity, emanating the duad, and thus forming the trinity, and the quaternary or Arba-il (the mystic four), compose the number seven. The sacredness of numbers begins with the great First -- the ONE, and ends only with the nought or zero -- symbol of the infinite and boundless circle which represents the universe. All the intervening figures, in whatever combination, or however multiplied, represent philosophical ideas, from vague outlines down to a definitely-established scientific axiom, relating either to a moral or a physical fact in nature. They are a key to the ancient views on cosmogony, in its broad sense, including man and beings, and the evolution of the human race, spiritually as well as physically.
 

Have the seven prismatic colors of the rainbow seen by Noah no other meaning than that of a covenant between God and man to refresh the memory of the former? To the kabalist, at least, they have a significance inseparable from the seven labors of magic, the seven upper spheres, the seven notes of the musical scale, the seven numerals of Pythagoras, the seven wonders of the world, the seven ages, and even the seven steps of the Masons, which lead to the Holy of Holies, after passing the flights of three and five. 
Whence the identity then of these enigmatical, ever-recurring numerals that are found in every page of the Jewish Scriptures, as in every ola and sloka of Buddhistic and Brahmanical books? Whence these numerals that are the soul of the Pythagorean and Platonic thought, and that no unilluminated Orientalist nor biblical student has ever been able to fathom?
 And this is why we say that it is not possible to solve fully the deep problems underlying the Brahmanical and Buddhistic sacred books without having a perfect comprehension of the esoteric meaning of the Pythagorean numerals. The greatest power of this Vach, or Sacred Speech, is developed according to the form which is given to the Mantra by the officiating Hotri, and this form consists wholly in the numbers and syllables of the sacred metre. If pronounced slowly and in a certain rhythm, one effect is produced; if quickly and with another rhythm, there is a different result. "Each metre," says Haug, "is the invisible master of  something visible in this world; it is, as it were, its exponent and ideal. This great significance of the metrical speech is derived from the number of syllables of which it consists, for each thing has (just as in the Pythagorean system) a certain numerical proportion. All these things, metres (chhandas), stomas, and prishthas, are liable to be as eternal and divine as the words themselves they contain. The earliest Hindu divines did not only believe in a primitive revelation of the words of the sacred texts, but even in that of the various forms. These forms, along with their contents, the everlasting Veda-words, are symbols expressive of things of the invisible world, and in several respects comparable to the Platonic ideas."
This testimony from an unwilling witness shows again the identity between the ancient religions as to their secret doctrine. The Gayatri metre, for example, consists of thrice eight syllables, and is considered the most sacred of metres. It is the metre of Agni, the fire-god, and becomes at times the emblem of Brahma himself, the chief creator, and "fashioner of man" in his own image. Now Pythagoras says that "The number eight, or the Octad, is the first cube, that is to say, squared in all senses, as a die, proceeding from its base two, or even number; so is man four-square or perfect." Of course few, except the Pythagoreans and kabalists, can fully comprehend this idea; but the illustration will assist in pointing out the close kinship of the numerals with the Vedic Mantras. The chief problems of every theology lie concealed beneath this imagery of fire and the varying rhythm of its flames. The burning bush of the Bible, the Zoroastrian and other sacred fires, Plato's universal soul, and the Rosicrucian doctrines of both soul and body of man being evolved out of fire, the reasoning and immortal element which permeates all things, and which, according to Herakleitus, Hippocrates, and Parmenides, is God, have all the same meaning.
 One must consult the Pythagoreans and Kabalists to learn the potentiality of this number. Exoterically the seven rays of the solar spectrum are represented concretely in the seven-rayed god Heptaktis. These seven rays epitomized into THREE primary rays, namely, the red, blue, and yellow, form the solar trinity, and typify respectively spirit-matter and spirit-essence. Science has also reduced of late the seven rays to three primary ones, thus corroborating the scientific conception of the ancients of at least one of the visible manifestations of the invisible deity, and the seven divided into a quaternary and a trinity.
 The Pythagoreans called the number seven the vehicle of life, as it contained body and soul. They explained it by saying, that the human body consisted of four principal elements, and that the soul is triple, comprising reason, passion, and desire. The ineffable WORD was considered the Seventh and highest of all, for there are six minor substitutes, each belonging to a degree of initiation. The Jews borrowed their Sabbath from the ancients, who called it Saturn's day and deemed it unlucky, and not the latter from the Israelites when Christianized. The people of India, Arabia, Syria, and Egypt observed weeks of seven days; and the Romans learned the hebdomadal method from these foreign countries when they became subject to the Empire. Still it was not until the fourth century that the Roman kalends, nones, and ides were abandoned, and weeks substituted in their place; and the astronomical names of the days, such as dies Solis (day of the Sun), dies Lunae (day of the Moon), dies Martis (day of Mars); dies Mercurii (day of Mercury), dies Jovis (day of Jupiter), dies Veneris (day of Venus), and dies Saturni (day of Saturn), prove that it was not from the Jews that the week of seven days was adopted. Before we examine this number kabalistically, we propose to analyse it from the standpoint of the Judaico-Christian Sabbath.
 "Thus, the week of six days and the seventh, the Saba or Sapta-day period, is of the highest antiquity. The observance of the lunar festivals in India, shows that that nation held hebdomadal meetings as well. With  every new quarter the moon brings changes in the atmosphere, hence certain changes are also produced throughout the whole of our universe, of which the meteorological ones are the most insignificant. On this day of the seventh and most powerful of the prismatic days, the adepts of the "Secret Science" meet as they met thousands of years ago, to become the agents of the occult powers of nature (emanations of the working God), and commune with the invisible worlds. It is in this observance of the seventh day by the old sages -- not as the resting day of the Deity, but because they had penetrated into its occult power, that lies the profound veneration of all the heathen philosophers for the number seven which they term the "venerable," the sacred number. The Pythagorean Tetraktis, revered by the Platonists, was the square placed below the triangle; the latter, or the Trinity embodying the invisible Monad -- the unity, and deemed too sacred to be pronounced except within the walls of a Sanctuary.
93/93
pj
Yes the miraculous ride into heaven on the back of his horse ( sounds a lot like the ascension of elijah to me) on his fiery chariot except this is on a horse; 

Happened it is said at the place where the Holiest masque in all islam is ( The dome of the rock)

and has caused trouble fora couple of thousand years as Islam and judaism fight over that spot

( The location of the former Temple of Yahweh in Jerusalem)

Hi JohnMoon,
93
Your analogy is simply better than mine; yet, we're saying the same thing.  A proper study should be made before committing to any action.  Otherwise, the action itself is build on ignorance and any possible result would be unpredictable; if not dangerous.
93/93
pj
93 PJ,

 

Actually, my question was – why is the triangle necessary when you’re invoking the spirit into your own body.  In the Crowley example, are you saying that he first constrained the spirit to the triangle, and then transferred the spirit into himself?  If it was a direct invocation, without use of the triangle, then the triangle is unnecessary.

 

93/93

a 

Hi JohnMoon,
93
Slowly, the more I'm learning about Islam, the more I see the Muslims copying Christian and Jewish ideas and acculturating those ideas into their own cultural system.  Such origins seem to be far more spurious than both Christianity and Judaism as at least with those systems, they were built on stronger roots (that of course, they still managed to pervert).
93/93
pj
Hi Ann,
93
No...Crowley never evoked a spirit into his own body; but always used a Scarlet Woman as a material basis.  She was usually brought to an ecstatic state through either/or both the use of drugs and especially, orgasmic energy.  Of course, as Crowley would relate, the power of the orgasm on the female psyche is the most potent magickal force one could conjur.
In Liber Laiad of the GCL, an account of Grant's theory on the varying degrees of feminine potency is discussed in graphic detail.  But again, if you read the three workings of Crowley's that I discussed in my last post, you'll find some profound results.  Less profound are Kenneth Grant's experiments as shown in his last book: The Ninth Arch.
93/93
pj
93 PJ,

 

OK, my bad. I misunderstood what was said.  Regarding the orgasm as a potent magickal force, I had posed the question on a Quimbanda list whether the spirits would accept sexual energy in lieu of a blood offering (or even pure energy balls constructed from the magician’s own energy source).  I was told that even though the sexual energy might be stronger, certain spirits preferred the “flavor” of the blood energy and would not accept a substitute.

 

93/93

a 

Hi Ann,
93
Interestingly enough, in Crowley's chapter on the Bloody Sacrifice in MITP, he states that the bloody sacrifice (the sacrificial killing of animals and people) is still the most potent Magick, though it is wrought with a moral dilemma in these modern times.  As we know, in ancient times, especially with what we know of the ancient South American cultures, this was quite different.  And second to all of this, is the use of sexual energy.  From there, in Grant's ideas on the IXth Degree, the menstrual blood is considered as efficacious as the Bloody Sacrifice.
93/93
pj
Well lets examine what I call a telling point. suposedly Mohamed is sitting under a palm tree, he is uneducated 

Now the angel Gabrial comes along and starts dictating this book...the Koran

pause...but isnt Gabrial a jewish angel? one of Yahwehs  two arch angels?

The same supposed angel that appeared to mary the mother of Jesus? Unto you will be born a child... How can that be ( etc etc)Gabrial

who is somehow flying or transporting himself around persia 600 years later talking to a guy under a palm tree

( which if you go to the story of elijah) Parallel the time he is on the run and he is under a palm tree in the desert starving.. There is an entire mythology built up( Not in the Bible or old testament) About the fact that God sent angels to minister to him in the desert brought elijah food and drink( Via these angels)And eventualy told him to go to this widows house. where as long as he stayed, her food was miraculously renewed each day ( Like mana in the wildeness)

Anyways Here is this guy unlettered suposedly recieving the word of GOd from a Jewish angel

under a palm tree like elijah)except this is a new word of God.( different)

Though There is no god exxcept ALLAH sounds a lot like You shall have no other Gods before me

( !st comandment) more like a restatement

Im just guessing that Maybe Mohammed actually had been moved by the Torah and prophets

and the intercession of angels( Angels were a big part of the current religions in his area)

and he saw many parralels many lessons form the old testament and maybe even the new one ( IN 600CE) but you couldnt get anywhere as a Christain it diddnt fit the geographical region or religions of the people there

But you could found a new religion that Made use of his understanding of the culture based losely on the current 600 ce understanding of the Bible.

shrug

regards

johnmon3717@aol.com
Hi JohnMoon,
93
The initial problem I have here is that supposedly Mohammed was illiterate, yet, he was thoroughly familiar with the Torah.  And of course, he was to become a military general.  The military and the ability to read and write was reserved for the upper classes in the ancient world.  So something seems amiss here.  And if he was illiterate, then of course, should the angel have given him the ability to read and write, we have another supernatural miracle...barring any idea of him contacting the akashic records and learning this from some sub-conscious force.
Though yes, there's much to say for Islam again, as I've said earlier, simply rendering that which is Judeo-Christian into their own cultural context.  This would make these ideas more accessible to the Arab world.  The fact that there is the contradiction regarding Gabriel and Jesus forces them to create Isa in order to explain Jesus.  So I can imagine, that the clerics that re-wrote the Koran after Mohammed's death added an awful lot of stuff.
93/93
pj
You know I have always questioned the blood  matter..But it goes back to prehistoric times 

The first mention of preference of Blood is the cain an able affair

( That I can find) since hats a story of prehistory

God accepts the Able sacrifice( Blood) from his hunting or Herding

He rejects the Grain sacrifice of Cain

which he grew

You can say thats a reflection of the society then maybe

but it certainly shows a preference for the blood sacrifice instead of other ones

(And it carried down for thousands of years ) Until prophets started saying YAhweh was tired of the sacrifice of Bulls and Goats

Some where in Jeremiah where something is said about he accepted them only because the people didnt know better and he really wanted a people with is laws written on their hearts

( Tablets of their hearts)

INternal...not external

But according to this prehistory stuff Each animal that dies calls with its blood out the nature of its death to the deity So that no death goes unnoticed. And a sacrifice to a deity calls with its blood that it was for the deity

just my analysis

But even YAhweh with is prophets tells the people that this was a primitive thing which he really didnt need but was accepted for their sake

( MAns invention as it were)

regards

johnmon3717@aol.com
Hi JohnMoon,
93
An interesting insight; this idea of calling out with one's blood to the deity.  Of course, we have again this anthropomorphic deity that listens to such things.  One level up (sotospeak) would be the installment of the totality of the life force upon the Universal Mind (not dissimilar from Castaneda's Eagle).  But I think HPB gives us a greater insight into the nature of the Bloody Sacrifice per Abel and Cain:
http://www.sacred-texts.com/the/sd/sd2-1-15.htm
It was the Atlanteans, the first progeny of semi-divine man after his separation into sexes -- hence the first-begotten and humanly-born mortals -- who became the first "Sacrificers" to the god of matter. They stand in the far-away dim past, in ages more than prehistoric, as the prototype on which the great symbol of Cain was built, (Cain was the sacrificer, as shown at first in chap. iv. of Genesis, of "the fruit of the ground," of which he was first tiller, while Abel "brought of the firstlings of his flock" to the Lord. Cain is the symbol of the first male, Abel of the first female humanity, Adam and Eve being the types of the third race. (See "The Mystery of Cain and Abel.") The "murdering" is blood-shedding, but not taking life.) as the first anthropomorphists who worshipped form and matter. That worship degenerated very soon into self-worship, thence led to phallicism, or that which reigns supreme to this day in the symbolisms of every exoteric religion of ritual, dogma, and form. Adam and Eve became matter, or furnished the soil, Cain and Abel -- the latter the life-bearing soil, the former "the tiller of that ground or field." 

Thus the first Atlantean races, born on the Lemurian Continent, separated from their earliest tribes into the righteous and the unrighteous; into those who worshipped the one unseen Spirit of Nature, the ray of which man feels within himself -- or the Pantheists, and those who offered fanatical worship to the Spirits of the Earth, the dark Cosmic, anthropomorphic Powers, with whom they made alliance. These were the earliest Gibborim, "the mighty men of renown in those  days" (Gen. vi.); who become with the Fifth Race the Kabirim: Kabiri with the Egyptians and the Phoenicians, Titans with the Greeks, and Rakshasas and Daityas with the Indian races.

http://www.theosophical.ca/KabalahKabalists.htm
Thus Cain “slays” his brother Abel, who, esoterically, is a female character and represents the first human woman in the Third Race after the separation of sexes. See also The Source of Measures, pp 253, 283, etc.] And yet Moses is claimed by the Kabalists as chief of the Sodales! Reject the explanation of the Secret Doctrine and the whole Pentateuch becomes the abomination of abominations.
http://www.theosophy.org/Blavatsky/Transactions%20of%20the%20Blavatsky%20Lodge/Transactions.htm
The Tetraktys by which the Pythagoreans swore, was not the Tetragrammaton, but on the contrary, the higher or superior Tetraktys. In the opening chapters of Genesis we have a clue to the discovery of this lower Tetragrammaton. We there find Adam, Eve, and Jehovah who becomes Cain. The further extension of Humanity is symbolized in Abel, as the human conception of the higher. Abel is the daughter and not the son of Eve, and symbolizes the separation of the sexes; while the murder of Abel is symbolical of marriage. The still more human conception is found at the end of the fourth Chapter, when speaking of Seth, to whom was born a son Enos, after which men began—not, as translated in Genesis, to "call upon the Lord"—but to be called Jod-He-Vah, meaning males and females.
93/93
pj
Good point, he couldn't have been entirely unlettered.. And yet thats the story of the miracle of the transmission of the koran. 

And supposedly its miraculous remained unchanged or translated all these years

except in the original language given

Perhaps:? There are giving the LAnguage of arabic angelic origin?( That is arabic given by Gabriel in the koran) replaces the multiple languages in the region becausit came form God

Unknown, But like all good myths, since they enforce it by sword, there are no living survivors to say one way or another that this is the case or Mohammed ( Or perhaps he originally spoke another language(

And so unlettered to the mullahs means miraculous learning of Arabic( A savant in languages maybe)

that would make sense in a way..

On Nov 14, 2007, at 9:32 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

he military and the ability to read and write was reserved for the upper classes in the ancient world.  So something seems amiss here.  And if he was illiterate, then of course, should the angel have given him the ability to read and write, we have another supernatu
JohnMoon

Hi JohnMoon,
93
It remains for me, consistently incredulous within the human condition, that for the want of faith and belief, the most obvious items can defy the reasoning mind; even to the point that men with Masters Degrees and Ph.D.s can't see the obvious.  The next step for humanity seems to be not to work on the intellect (though vital) so much as it is necessary to increase the emotional capacities.
The innate idea of Christianity by its preachers is to remove the fear of death; but really, they install and crystallize it to a strong degree.  This sort of double-speak is at the heart of the Orwellian nightmare and is the main tool of fascists; whether they be Roman priests or governments.
AL II.46:  "Dost thou fail?  Art thou sorry?  Is fear in thine heart?"
Always, these religions teach us to be sorry for our sins as they instill the fear of God.  Should we not be surprised that as spiritual beings we then become such failures?
Our society is sick because of all this superstition.  Amd we are rendered impotent and immobile.  Per Crowley's commentary to this verse:
   This verse brings out what is a fact in psychology, the necessary connection between fear, sorrow, and failure.  To will and to dare are closely linked Powers of the Sphinx, and they are based on -- to know.  If one has a right apprehension of the Universe, if he know himself free, immortal, boundless, infinite force and fire, then may he will and dare.  Fear, sorrow and failure are but phantoms.

93/93
pj
93

Hi PJ,

 

The second class of 'miracles' that you describe are often referred to as 'maya magic' in yogic magic used in India.  According to the book, "Magick and Mysticism in Indian"  This hypnotic ability is actually acquired by practicig dharana.  The production of hypnotic illusions involves isolating passive minds from the crown by using simple auto suggestion gags.  Then the maya magician is said to cause the subject to feel or even see things that are not there by a combination of projecting with dharana, visualized thoughts onto the other persons mind, and the use of auto suggestion.  Many spirit mediums use this, but lets look at spirit evocation!  In my opinion and personal experience, so called physical apparitions are also of this class of phenomena.  

 

p.s.  I think Randi is performing a valuable service for society, by exposing Santa Clause for what he is.

93/93

 

Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
You mean Santa Claus isn't real?!!!  ;-)
Of course, you were referring to the Santa Clause; a contractual arrangement.
Ok...enough Tom Foolery; there's plenty of that in religion already.  :-)
Yes, Randi is showing that observation skills have severe limitations, which I would've thought sicentists learned to accept with all the revelations about the observer and the observed in moden physics.
That you bring spirit evocation into this is quite valuable.  Yes, we can bring our minds to the point that we see what we want to see.  Even in the traditional grimoires, auto-suggestion is used in the very descriptions of the spirits.  And that these spirits are part of existing religious systems, the egregores are already installed into the psyche.
So how can we differentiate between the maya and authentic contact?
Crowley is the only one that expresses any real opinion on this; and a very demanding one at that.  New Gnosis must be the result of any such operation.  And new Gnosis requires validation.
Crowley has taken great pains in his writings to show this.  And I've never seen anyone else in any other system or grimoire make even the remotest mention of this.
A big question here, would be why?
93/93
pj
Hi PJ

93

 

Thus fear is failure!  It seems that North American culture is one of the most terrified cultures on the planet.  This can be seen nature of the media that it consumes.  The News is focused on health scares from one moment to the next.  And our use of technology revolves around a knee jerk and desparate re-arangement of the element in order to give us an un-attainable sense of security.  Non-theless, I do enjoy our technical developments! But an anal retentive control complexes appears to be among one of the driving forces.

 

Worst of all are the talk shows that make mountains out of mole hills:  'she's a stripper she's ruinging her life! We have to force her to change'!  

 

"My son does marijuana, oooo nooo its the end of the world!' Most seem to be secretly invoking Jesus to help maintain their fantasies. 

 

And look how scandalized the American public was when Janet Jackson exposed her breast at a foot ball game.  Who would have thought that a hard on could be such a threat to one of the most militarily powerful nations in the world? Yet those with much have much to lose by the tides of chance and are plagued with the disease of fear.  

 

93/93

 

Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
Fear breeds hate breeds violence...all under the philosophical category of human alienation.  We need to understand the true nature of Love Under Will.  It is the glue that brings us all together as one community and one world; and makes diversity the greatest strength within that unity.  Per the former U.S. motto: e pluribus unum.
It seems so strange to me that in the Thelemic communit after all this time, none have yet come out to talk of Love; but then again, such talk would necessarily dispell the romantic ideations that people have about the concept.  So perhaps there is as large an unconscious problem one could have here; making its way to the surface in the megalomania you mentioned in a previous post.
My thoughts move more and more to love these days; without it there is no chance for Will as Love is under Will; meaning Love is its support.
93/93
pj
93

 

Hi Ann, this is a another good point, but I think PJ's provided the most reasonable answer to that in his response; There is a third party protected behind the magick circle who controls and interviews the spirit and can intervene for the safety of the medium/person used in the triangle.  

 

93/93

 

Ryan

Ye sof course he is real, He just doesn't come here anymore... I mean after my cat that sleep on n top of the door jumped on his head and got tangled up in his beard 

He staggered to the door only to find my husky chasing down his reindeer Face scratched

and reindeers limping I hear him mutter a curse as he drove bleeding off in the night

Merry christmas... OMG Rudolph get me out of here Im bleeding to death

lol...Santa doesn't come here either...after Dad caught Mommy kissing Santa Clause.
:-)
93
I see alot of red men with beards this time of year myself, but I see this mythical figure as a good metaphor for the christist anthropomorphic god .

 

But this one gives cooler presents... lol.  

93

 

Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
Actually, the myth was build on the Nordic legend of Odin.  And the Roman church tried for years to quash the myth.  But like Pan, Santa lives on.
93/93
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There's also menstrual sex, to combine both sexual energy and blood (the left-hand path of tantra meaning to achieve full orgasm): http://www.crescentmoon.org.uk/cresmolawrdurr 
The first time Constance and Affad make love is during her period, a significant time of the month in Tantric sex magic of the Left Hand Path. The allusion to menstrual sex was conscious, evoking the visionary lovemaking that can occur during menstruation, when the woman becomes 'witchy', has the powers of witchcraft.[3] Durrell went for the naturalistic, literary depiction of lovemaking, a tradition developed by Lawrence, James Joyce, Henry Miller and Anaïs Nin:... 
To quote the use of slang we say that someone has his "red wings" if he has no problem doing it at that time.

And the XI degree (the homosexual one) has anal sex used for evocations. It contains sexual energy as well as - let's face it - slime and a bit of blood and feces (material basis?), although the Paris Working also contains the sacrifice of a cock: http://www.hermetic.com/crowley/libers/lib415.html
93

Cammy

93R:

 

Right, he’s speaking of an element of control in the use of the triangle that is not found in the African invocations.

 

93/93

a

Hi Ann,
93
I spoke to Jude on the phone the other evening; talking about some of the conversations you and I have had on orthodoxy in the Vodoun system.  He shared with me, the same reservations regarding this orthodoxy.  That these Carribean and Latin American nations have such pretense to something already bastardized and chritianized...and so far removed from the original African systems is ubsurd in its own regard.
But assuming the African systems also don't use a Western approach, I think it safe then to deduce this approach would be much more tribal or aboriginal in nature.  And then, we must realize for them, there is no such idea as a secular existence; everything is sacred.  In such a paradigm, no protection would seem to be necessary.
93/93
pj
93 All

 

<<And that these spirits are part of existing religious systems, the egregores are already installed into the psyche.>>

 

Many of the Goetic practitioners I’ve spoken to (like Jake Stratton-Kent) are convinced that the African Quimbanda spirits are identical to those spirits listed in the Grimoirium Verum, including similarities in many of the sigils/veves. 

 

93/93

a
Hi Ann,
93
Jake Stratton-Kent at least portends to some subset of the Thelemic system, so he would fall under the main criticism of the Vodoun practitioners in that they eschew the non-orthodox approach Thelemites would take to using their spirits.  But yes, it becomes obvious to the more educated that such spirits are parts and parcels of the human psyche on the one hand; and parts and parcels of nature spirits on the other.  So then it would seem apparent that every culture would give them them its own names and symbols.
93/93
pj
Well I dont think it really matters what its called 

Its taken on a life of its own as the spirit of the season

( And in the spirit of the season..... Cough cough .. Ill believe..:0)

JohnMoon

93

Some of the most interesting and intense astral visions/invocations that I have experienced so far have occurred while working with a menstruating partner.  

Some spontaneous and tested visions usually involve a beast/dragon, of a golden color, with water or fluid flowing out of its mouth, nostrils and eyes.  Personally I connect this imagery with the Lust Atu, which of course shows the mingling of the beast and the great whore, who of course is drunk from the blood of the saints.  

93/93

Ryan 

93

Yes I am aware of this historical connection.  But the christist god seems to be the equivalent of a santa claus.  If you're a good boy he gives you what you want! If you're bad he will send black Peter, (from the dutch tradition) to fuck you up, or give your parents a cane to beat you with.  

Sound familiar?  Jehovah!

93/93

Ryan

Paul Joseph Rovelli <provelli1@nycap.rr.com> wrote: 

lol...Santa doesn't come here either...after Dad caught Mommy kissing Santa Clause.
:-)
93
Maybe he's swimming with the fishes?  Pun intended.  lol.

93/93

Ryan

Paul Joseph Rovelli <provelli1@nycap.rr.com> wrote: 

Hi Ryan,
93
Fear breeds hate breeds violence...all under the philosophical category of human alienation.  We need to understand the true nature of Love Under Will.  It is the glue that brings us all together as one community and one world; and makes diversity the greatest strength within that unity.  Per the former U.S. motto: e pluribus unum.
93

This is something that I think both Neitzche and Schoepenhaur failed to realize.  
(forgive my spelling, I'm too lazy to look up their names.)
93/93

Hi Ryan,
93
I think Maslow talks about it more in passing; though it is on his hierarchy of needs.  Of course, he was a psychologist and not a philosopher.  Now, Neitzsche was a loner and I don't know much about the life of Schopenhauer, though w/Neitzsche, we see love sublimated for an adoration of the Sun in Thus Spoke Zarathustra.  But human love is not something he could have comprehended.  And for that matter, human love is a rare enough phenomena that really is quite the rarity.
Some of the feminist writers, like Betty Friedan, but especially Esther Vilar, address the issue indirectly in their criticisms of feminine love.  Woman are conditioned to seek security and power through men, which is an alienating factor.  And I might add that men are conditioned to find potency through women; using them to define their masculinity (the Big Dick syndrome).  But the breakdown of psychic defense structures that lead to intimacy is something we're not taught by our parents.  Indeed, it's considered taboo for parents to even show their children such intimacy (and I'm not really talking sexual intimacy).
The psychologists address this of course, as I've said; but not the philosophers.  Crowley, a philosopher, does address this indirectly in his description of the Eucharist:
"To us, every phenomenon is an Act of Love, every experience is necessary, is a Sacrament, is a means of Growth. Hence, '...existence is pure joy;...' (AL II, 9) 'A feast every day in your hearts in the joy of my rapture! A feast every night unto Nu, and the pleasure of uttermost delight!' (AL II, 42-43)." 

​-The Master Therion Magick Without Tears, Ch.VIII

A eucharistic sacrament is a complete exchange of energy; for humans (man&woman), it's physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual; I wholeheartedly recommend a thorough study of the GCL document: The Formula of ON.
93/93
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I am a newby on my own personal self initiative path, aside from being a Free Mason.....

 

The way I so far as have come to understand it , is that the blood sacrifice is superstion, which is based on the Fact that the Higher Essences or Divinity, rejoices when soul leaves matter because it " Gains".  Of course we here on earth plane we Mourn.

 

 

AND Divinity Mourns when force becomes manifest. 

Derek

93

 

The nature of the bloody sacrifice is a means to enflame one's self in prayer.  The effect of killing something, and the release of energy thereby effects this in a similar manner to those produced by the release of sexual energy.  

 

Astrology hints at this by attributing both sex and death to the same eigth house, ruled by the scorpion.  Were dealing with primal instincts and drives here.     

 

This would explain why serial killers, who claim an addictive or compulsion toward their crimes are serial killers.  I assume that they get enflamed by the act, and due to lack of mindfulness and variable psychological defects become addicted to the behavior and develop an un-controllable pattern, much in the same way people develop addictive behavioral patterns with sex, drugs, occultism, religion, food, or whatever.  

 

The only difference of course is that murder of a human and sometimes certain animals is considered a serious punishable offence (for obvious reasons of course!).  Thus making such a conditions terribly unfortunate for both the perpetrator and the society in which he or she lives.  

 

93/93

Hi Derek
93
But if we are divinity itself; each of us composed of energy that is impossible to produce and merely has been transformed into matter; in other words the divinity made manifest then certainly there can be no mourning by the divinity as there is no one divinity to do the mourning (meaning there's no anthropomorphic god).  Rather, the ONE is the ALL.  We mourn the "loss" of our loved ones as our lower egos see buy into the maya/illusion that everything as it is in this moment will never change.  But change is happening in each and every moment; only our lower egos again, will not let us see this.
In Thelema, death is referred to as the Greater Feast.
AL II.41 "A feast for fire and a feast for water; a feast for life and a greater feast for death!"
93/93
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Hi Ryan,
93
In killing, we absorb the life force of that which we killed.  There are some marvelous theories on the spiritual virtue of hunting that use the wisdom of aboriginal cultures to describe this; that I've read over the years.  So I suspect in absorbing the life force of one's victims, the serial killer develops his or her taste for killing.  Of course, the serial killer is already mentally deranged; and so before the kill, they usually install some sort of fear in their victims; feeding the deranged nature of his or her own psyche.
93/93
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Again, newbie here,
 

The traditional method of evocation would be to command the spirit summoned into the triangle so as to control It.
 

I guess it is something of an Idea I as yet have had a chance to investigate whereby one would put oneself or another human being in the triangle.
 

PS-- does anyone know why the  letter E in the underlined word above is the way it is?  seriously... I did not do this?????
Hi Derek,
93
Are you asking a grammatical question?
93/93
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Are trying to tell me that the sacred Sandy Claws Ive been beholden to all these 40 + years is really Pan?
Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Yes, Odin is the ALL as is Pan; only in the Nordic culture.
Remember, it is Odin who sits under the Oak Tree.
93/93
pj
93

Hi all,

My comments in red.

 
From: Ryan Higgins [mailto:ry1nn@yahoo.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2007 11:05 PM
To: Ann R. Kaminski; 'Camille Perkins'
Cc: 'Paul Joseph Rovelli'; 'Shannon Ogoamas'; 'Sean Parsons'; 'Rebecca Roach'; 'Paul Thomas'; 'Mike Rodgers'; 'Matthew Vito Georgio'; 'Lincoln Wong'; 'Jude Busalacchi'; 'JohnMoon'; 'Gunner Wright'; 'Derick L. Otten'
Subject: James Randi on Youtube.

 

93

 

I like this guy, I think every 'sane' occultist should study his clips.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1S5CRcqJQo

"Ann R. Kaminski" <akaminski@mkelaw.com> wrote:

93 Ryan,

 

I would agree, but why is the triangle even necessary?

 

93/93

A

 

Fear and the hard ingrained restrictions from the 3 desert religions.

 

 



From: Ryan Higgins [mailto:ry1nn@yahoo.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2007 3:23 PM
To: Ann R. Kaminski; 'Camille Perkins'
Cc: 'Paul Joseph Rovelli'; 'Shannon Ogoamas'; 'Sean Parsons'; 'Ryan Higgins'; 'Rebecca Roach'; 'Paul Thomas'; 'Mike Rodgers'; 'Matthew Vito Georgio'; 'Lincoln Wong'; 'Jude Busalacchi'; 'JohnMoon'; 'Gunner Wright'; 'Derick L. Otten'
Subject: RE: comparing systems
 

93

 

Crowley's innovative approach to evocation, in which a human being is placed in the triangle and used as a 'material basis' for the spirit to manifest sounds like a modified form of possesion in my opinion.  

 

93/93

 

Ryan



"Ann R. Kaminski" <akaminski@mkelaw.com> wrote:

93C,

 

On a personal level, I would have a problem with the blood sacrifices, but if the spirits requires blood as an offering, and you want to work with him, you would get him the blood.  Possession is part of the spirits’ way of interacting with the material world, it is temporary and not harmful. You can actually view it as a sharing of consciousness.  So I still don’t see the conflict, although I am enjoying the discussion. Jude, who is on this list, is a Palo initiate, I believe.  I’d like to hear his view on this.

 

93/93

a

 

I have not been initiated as a priest in Palo as the Cuban system is heavily xtianised  I do not find this christism in kimbanda  at all the cult of Exu has no christist imagery or pretence. Also following your will and no restriction have been very prominent themes within the system.



From: Camille Perkins [mailto:followingthemuse@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2007 11:09 AM
To: Ann R. Kaminski
Cc: Paul Joseph Rovelli; Shannon Ogoamas; Sean Parsons; Ryan Higgins; Rebecca Roach; Paul Thomas; Mike Rodgers; Matthew Vito Georgio; Lincoln Wong; Jude Busalacchi; JohnMoon; Gunner Wright; Derick L. Otten
Subject: Re: comparing systems
 

Being an initiate of two different systems doesn't make sense, although one doesn't need to be an initiate to participate in some group rituals. Not only would Thelema conflict with the Christian (Catholic) elements of Santeria, but also the ideas of sacrifice and possession. And how could one handle the ordeals of both Santeria and the A.'.A.'.? I myself was never able to reconcile Islam with Thelema. They are supposed to be complete systems unto themselves, with their own ideologies. 

93

Cammy
 

On 11/13/07, Ann R. Kaminski <akaminski@mkelaw.com> wrote: 

93 C,
 
I think you can participate in whatever you want to.  If I wanted to be initiated into Santeria, for example, I don't see the problem. Whatever happened to "restriction is sin?" 
 
93/93
a   
 

I agree the AL will prove if the system is valid as long as a system can accept liber AL then it is usable.

 



From: Camille Perkins [mailto: followingthemuse@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2007 10:07 AM 
To: Ann R. Kaminski
Cc: Paul Joseph Rovelli; Shannon Ogoamas; Sean Parsons; Ryan Higgins; Rebecca Roach; Paul Thomas; Mike Rodgers; Matthew Vito Georgio; Lincoln Wong; Jude Busalacchi; JohnMoon; Gunner Wright; Derick L. Otten 
Subject: Re: comparing systems
 

This isn't to say that one can't participate in pagan rituals similar to Thelemic ones...as long as they don't want to be initiated into another system while they're a Thelemite. 

93

Cammy

 

On 11/13/07, Camille Perkins < followingthemuse@gmail.com> wrote: 

There's nothing wrong with comparing systems. What I find offensive is when people combine Thelema with another religion, such as Voodoo, Wicca or Buddhism - either traditions which have influenced Thelema or worse yet, which Thelema has influenced! (Wicca, LaVeyan Satanism and Setianism) Thelema already being a syncretic religion, and bringing forth a revised formula for the new aeon and cursing the old, is only missing the addition of individual insight and discovery in order to further develop it as a living philosophy. 

AL chI:

56. Expect him not from the East, nor from the West; for from no expected house cometh that child. Aum! All words are sacred and all prophets true; save only that they understand a little; solve the first half of the equation, leave the second unattacked. But thou hast all in the clear light, and some, though not all, in the dark. 

chII: 5. Behold! the rituals of the old time are black. Let the evil ones be cast away; let the good ones be purged by the prophet! Then shall this Knowledge go aright. 

93

Cammy
 

I don’t kno but my interpretation of this is in conjunction with Also the mantras and spells; the obeah and the wanga; the work of the wand and the work of the sword; these he shall learn and teach. (AL I:37). 
 

On 11/13/07, Ann R. Kaminski < akaminski@mkelaw.com > wrote: 

93 PJ
 
<<Thelema is such a syncretic construct that I can't say that syncretism is such a bad thing.  What one has to monitor is the level of intelligence applied by such syncretists in their constructs>> 
 
I've heard criticism on other lists about how Thelemites like to combine systems that don't necessarily belong together.  Recently I was scolded for pointing out similarities between Exu and Choronzon – both are gatekeepers, both have the trident as their symbol, Exu's number is #3, while Choronzon's is #333, and I could probably find more if I look closer.  Actually, Bertiaux believes that if you go back to the sources of both Qabalah and traditional African religions, you will find a common source.  But yes, this type of analysis does offend the traditionalists. 
 
93/93
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While I think Bertiux is pretty nutty he does have some theories that are very interesting and seem to be in the right direction, like this one that you speak of. I am thinking along that line at this time.

Jude

Hi Jude,
93
No...in Crowley's account of his evocation, Choronzon engaged him in conversation in an attempt to get Crowley to break the circle.  This resulted in just enough of an opening that indeed Choronzon got in; and Crowley describes that he became consumed in a helluva dogfight to expell Choronzon and re-close the circle.  Crowley was one who liked to break the rules in order to discover whether or not they were superfluous.  And Crowley wholly recommended that the circle and triangle be used.
93/93
pj
93

 
 
From: Ann R. Kaminski [mailto:akaminski@mkelaw.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2007 10:12 AM
To: 'Paul Joseph Rovelli'; 'Ryan Higgins'; 'Camille Perkins'
Cc: 'Shannon Ogoamas'; 'Sean Parsons'; 'Rebecca Roach'; 'Paul Thomas'; 'Mike Rodgers'; 'Matthew Vito Georgio'; 'Lincoln Wong'; 'Jude Busalacchi'; 'JohnMoon'; 'Gunner Wright'; 'Derick L. Otten'
Subject: RE: comparing systems

 

93 PJ,

 

OK, my bad. I misunderstood what was said.  Regarding the orgasm as a potent magickal force, I had posed the question on a Quimbanda list whether the spirits would accept sexual energy in lieu of a blood offering (or even pure energy balls constructed from the magician’s own energy source).  I was told that even though the sexual energy might be stronger, certain spirits preferred the “flavor” of the blood energy and would not accept a substitute.

 

93/93
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The only way to know this would be divination with the spirit. As they accept many things as sacrifice. The blood sacrifice is usually the last one resorted to. As to the flavor lol I dunno but it is generally preferred method. 



From: Paul Joseph Rovelli [mailto:provelli1@nycap.rr.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2007 9:54 AM
To: Ann R. Kaminski; 'Ryan Higgins'; 'Camille Perkins'
Cc: 'Shannon Ogoamas'; 'Sean Parsons'; 'Rebecca Roach'; 'Paul Thomas'; 'Mike Rodgers'; 'Matthew Vito Georgio'; 'Lincoln Wong'; 'Jude Busalacchi'; 'JohnMoon'; 'Gunner Wright'; 'Derick L. Otten'
Subject: RE: comparing systems
 

Hi Ann,
93
No...Crowley never evoked a spirit into his own body; but always used a Scarlet Woman as a material basis.  She was usually brought to an ecstatic state through either/or both the use of drugs and especially, orgasmic energy.  Of course, as Crowley would relate, the power of the orgasm on the female psyche is the most potent magickal force one could conjur.
In Liber Laiad of the GCL, an account of Grant's theory on the varying degrees of feminine potency is discussed in graphic detail.  But again, if you read the three workings of Crowley's that I discussed in my last post, you'll find some profound results.  Less profound are Kenneth Grant's experiments as shown in his last book: The Ninth Arch.
93/93
Pj
 
Didn’t he do this with CHORONZON?

Jude

Hi Jude,
93
No...in Crowley's account of his evocation, Choronzon engaged him in conversation in an attempt to get Crowley to break the circle.  This resulted in just enough of an opening that indeed Choronzon got in; and Crowley describes that he became consumed in a helluva dogfight to expell Choronzon and re-close the circle.  Crowley was one who liked to break the rules in order to discover whether or not they were superfluous.  And Crowley wholly recommended that the circle and triangle be used.
93/93
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Hi Jude,
93
I'm not sure that taking proper precautions should be attributed to the fear and restrictions of the Christist religion.  With experience the triangle may or may not prove unnecessary.  But certainly any "newbie" to the art of evocation would be the wiser to at first take those precautions.  Let me assure you from personal experience (not due to evocatory practices) that psychic trauma is a tough fight once put into the psyche.  You will note in many of the conjurations that the spirits are told to appear in non-malignant forms.
93/93
pj
93

I think in MITP Crowley says that we are trying to rediscover the Sumerian tradition. I think this is a step closer. I think if we listen to our HGA no matter how murky the communication is it will lead to the next step in evolution to clearer communication. In magick Without tears Crowley spoke of testing spirits with the Law of THELEMA and if they accept the law I don’t understand why not to work with them.

93/93

Jude

Aside from spirits - to speak about people in their religions - Motta wrote that those under the old currents are slowly beginning to accept the Law of Thelema, whether consciously or unconsciously. For example, the ordination of gay bishops into the Anglican Church, although the vow of celibacy still applies. But notice that "there is no single Anglican Church with universal juridical authority, since each national or regional church has full autonomy ."
This is a leap from the molestation charges in the Roman Catholic Church, (the Vatican and namely the Pope) which by its followers is considered to be the center of religious authority. Also, it is similar to what is being done with the churches of the GCL. 

"By allowing molestations to occur (by transferring and protecting the priests who committed criminal acts against children), by using legal stonewalls (e.g., claiming the First Amendment places the Church beyond the jurisdiction of the courts) to block criminal investigations and prosecutions of the priests involved, and by using bankruptcy and corporate shell games to prevent just compensation to the victims, the Roman Catholic Church forfeits its right to issue pronouncements on sin, abortion, homosexuality, divorce, or any other moral issue." 
 

These divisions are creating many heated debates over humanity vs. supposed morality. In turn, the electromagnetic charge (a relationship, sotospeak) between the current and the people gets renewed. To quote Motta:

A North American humorist recently published a joke in which someone came to a fat religious man and asked him:
"How many religions exist in the world?"
"A few - replied the fat man."
"Then, why do so many diverse denominations exist?"
"To break the monotony." 
 

I almost spelled it as demoninations, hehe.

I would think that whether spirits are psychic projections of certain parts of the personalities of people in whatever egregore (elementals, so-called angels and demons) or independent manifestations (ghosts of the deceased) in the lower astral plane, the influence of the Law of Thelema is still felt. 
I know a Peruvian who was "blessed" by the late Pope John Paul II. And on our next episode of "Touched by the Biggest Homophobe"...

93

Cammy

Hi Jude,
93
I wholeheartedly agree.
As long as a spirit accepts the way things are since Horus has taken the seat of Ra on the throne of the Sun...then they are efficacious for our work.
93/93
pj
93 All,

 

I just finished reading "Darkness Visible", a book which is based on a workshop given in the UK where the participants live in total darkness for five days.  The results reported are greater clarity of mind, heightened perception, some hallucinations. Interestingly, the mind’s internal chatter stopped by the third day.  This workshop was done for the purpose of psychological healing, but I'm wondering what would happen if it was done in a purely magical/shamanic context.  Meaning including ritual, astral work, fasting, etc. I would suspect that the boundaries between reality and the astral would blur and you would have some pretty intense visualizations doing rituals.  Sounds like an interesting experiment.

 

93/93

a
.

I tried a similar experiment lasting only two hours.  I smoked some hashish, put in some earplugs turned off the lights and kept my eyes blindfolded and went about my business preparing food and relaxing. 

 

The time was too short to really put this to the test, but I noticed that the sensory impairment can evoke fears, and increases one's body and aura sensitivity as an alternate means of navigation.  Of course astral visions were voluptuous and and plentiful due to the eyesight being impaired.  

 

Right now I am on my third day of a cleansing fast, where I only drink juice and water.  I attempted a sparring session at martial arts on the first day which was terrible since I noticed a significant body weakness which obviously impairs any form of combat.  Apparently the body can be so conditioned that such conditions become less of a hinderance.  My instructor was on a seven day fast and was training six days of the week.  Of course he's been doing these things for years.  

 

Back to fasting:  it seems to make it easier to stop the internal dialogue, yet it required more 'mind over matter' when it comes to doing daily activities, work and studying.  As toxins are cleansed from the colon and body fat, there are temporary mood swings, in addition to the sense of hunger.  

 

Occasional vegetable juice seems to keep things from getting too out of hand.  

 

93/93

 

Ryan

93 Ryan

What I’ve read of fasting, you are encouraged to rest as much as your body needs to.  They do make a blindfold now specifically for this type of experiment (called a “Mindfold”), which permits the user to actually keep his eyes open.  I don’t know why there’s a difference between having your eyes open or not.
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93

 

I was also under the impression that Crowley stood in the triangle himself on this occasion.  

 

Either way, I find his descriptions a bit ambiguous in this record.
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
I don't understand why you say this; even in his other evocations, the records are clear with the conversations carefully recorded.
But for Choronzon, read the 10th Aethyr (below).
93/93
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The Tenth Aethyr2 is Called ZAX3.
This Aethyr being accursèd, and the seer forewarned, he taketh these precautions for the scribe. 

First let the scribe be seated in the centre of the circle in the desert sand, and let the circle be fortified by the Holy Names of God --- Tetragrammaton and Shaddai El Chai and Ararita. 

And let the Demon be invoked within a triangle, wherein is inscribed the name of Choronzon, and about it let him write ANAPHAXETON --- ANAPHANETON -- PRIMEUMATON, and in the angles MI-CA-EL4: and at each angle the Seer shall slay a pigeon5, and having done this, let him retire to a secret place, where is neither sight nor hearing, and sit within his black robe, secretly invoking the Aethyr6. And let the Scribe perform the Banishing Rituals of the Pentagram and Hexagram7, and let him call upon the Holy Names of God, and say the Exorcism of Honorius8, and let him beseech protection and help of the Most High. 

And let him be furnished with the Magick Dagger9, and let him strike fearlessly at anything that may seek to break through the circle, were it the appearance of the Seer himself. And if the Demon pass out of the triangle, let him threaten him with the Dagger, and command him to return. And let him beware lest he himself lean beyond the circle. And since he reverenceth the Person of the Seer as his Teacher, let the Seer bind him with a great Oath to do this. 

Now, then, the Seer being entered within the triangle, let him take the Victims and cut their throats, pouring the blood within the Triangle, and being most heedful that not one drop fall without the Triangle; or else Choronzon should be able to manifest in the universe. 

And when the sand hath sucked up the blood of the victims, let him recite the Call of the Aethyr apart secretly as aforesaid. Then will the Vision be revealed, and the Voice heard. 

The Oath 

I, Omnia Vincam, a Probationer of A{.·.} A{.·.}, hereby solemnly promise upon my magical honour, and swear by Adonai the angel that guardeth me, that I will defend this magic circle of Art with thoughts and words and deeds. I promise to threaten with the Dagger and command back into the triangle the spirit incontinent, if he should strive to escape from it; and to strike with a Dagger at anything that may seek to enter this Circle, were it in appearance the body of the Seer himself. And I will be exceeding wary, armed against force and cunning; and I will preserve with my life the inviolability of this Circle, Amen. 

And I summon mine Holy Guardian Angel to witness this mine oath, the which if I break, may I perish, forsaken of Him. Amen and Amen.

The Cry of the 10th Aethyr,
Which is Called ZAX 
There is no being in the outermost Abyss, but constant forms come forth from the nothingness of it10. 

Then the Devil of the Aethyr, that mighty devil Choronzon, crieth aloud, Zazaz11, Zazas, Nasatanada Zasas. 

I am the Master of Form12, and from me all forms proceed.

I am I. I have shut myself up from the spendthrifts, my gold is safe in my treasure-chamber, and I have made every living thing my concubine, and none shall touch them, save only I. And yet I am scorched, even while I shiver in the wind. He hateth me and tormenteth me. He would have stolen me from myself, but I shut myself up and mock at him, even while he plagueth me. From me come leprosy and pox and plague and cancer and cholera and the falling sickness. Ah! I will reach up to the knees of the Most High, and tear his phallus with my teeth, and I will bray his testicles in a mortar, and make poison thereof, to slay the sons of men13. 

(Here the Spirit stimulated the voice of Frater P., which also appeared to come from his station and not from the triangle.) 

I don't think I can get any more; I think that's all there is. 

(The Frater was seated in a secret place covered completely by a black robe14, in the position called the "Thunderbolt". He did not move or speak during the ceremony.) 

Next the Scribe was hallucinated, believing that before him was a beautiful courtesan whom previously he had loved in Paris. Now, she wooed him with soft words and glances, but he knew these things for delusions of the devil, and he would not leave the circle. 

The demon then laughed wildly and loud. 

(Upon the Scribe threatening him, the Demon proceeded, after a short delay.) 

They have called me the God of laughter, and I laugh when I will slay. And they have thought that I could not smile, but I smile upon whom I would seduce. O inviolable one, that canst not not be tempted15. If thou canst command me by the power of the Most High, know that I did indeed tempt thee, and it repenteth me. I bow myself humbly before the great and terrible names whereby thou hast conjured and constrained me. But thy name is mercy, and I cry aloud for pardon. Let me come and put my head beneath thy feet, that I may serve thee. For if thou commandest me to obedience in the Holy names, I cannot swerve therefrom, for their first whispering is greater than the noise of all my temptests. Bid me therefore come unto thee upon my hands and knees that I may adore thee, and partake of thy forgiveness. Is not thy mercy infinite? 

(Here Choronzon attempts to seduce the Scribe by appealing to his pride. 

But the Scribe refused to be tempted, and commanded the demon to continue with the Aethyr. 

There was again a short delay.) 

Choronzon hath no form, because he is the maker of all form; and so rapidly he changeth from one to the other as he may best think fit to seduce those whom he hateth, the servants of the Most High. 

Thus taketh he the form of a beautiful woman, or of a wise and holy man, or of a serpent that writheth upon the earth ready to sting16. 

And, because he is himself, therefore he is no self; the terror of darkness, and the blindness of night, and the deafness of the adder, and the tastelessness of stale and stagnant water, and the black fire of hatred, and the udders of the Cat of slime; not one thing, but many things. Yet, with all that, his torment is eternal. The sun burns him as he writhes naked upon the sands of hell, and the wind cuts him bitterly to the bone, a harsh dry wind, so that he is sore athirst. Give unto me, I pray thee, one drop of water from the pure springs of Paradise, that I may quench my thirst. 

(The Scribe refused.) 

Sprinkle water upon my head. I can hardly go on17. 

(This last was spoken from the triangle in the natural voice of the Frater, which Choronzon again simulated. But he did not succeed in taking the Frater's form --- which was absurd! 

The Scribe resisted the appeal to his pity, and conjured the demon to proceed by the names of the Most High. Choronzon attempted also to seduce the faithfulness of the Scribe. A long colloquy ensued. The Scribe cursed him by the Holy Names of God, and the power of the Pentagram.17) 

I feed upon the names of the Most High. I churn them in my jaws, and I void them from my fundament. I fear not the power of the Pentagram, for I am the Master of the Triangle. My name is three hundred and thirty and three, and that is thrice one18. Be vigilant, therefore, for I warn thee that I am about to deceive thee. I shall say words that thou wilt take to be the cry of the Aethyr, and thou wilt write them down, thinking them to be great secrets of Magick power, and they will be only my jesting with thee. 

(Here the Scribe invoked the Angels, and the Holy Guardian Angel of the Frater P. . . . The demon replied:) 

I know the name of the Angel of thee and thy brother P. . . ., and all thy dealings with him are but a cloak for thy filthy sorceries. 

(Here the Scribe averred that he knew more than the demon, and so feared him not, and ordered the demon to proceed.) 

Thou canst tell me naught that I know not, for in me is all Knowledge: Knowledge is my name. Is not the head of the great Serpent arisen into Knowledge19?

(Here the Scribe again commanded Choronzon to continue with the call.) 

Know thou that there is no Cry in the tenth Aethyr like unto the other Cries, for Choronzon is Dispersion, and cannot fix his mind upon any one thing for any length of time. Thou canst master him in argument, O talkative one; thou wast commanded, wast thou not, to talk to Choronzon? He sought not to enter the circle, or to leave the triangle, yet thou didst prate of all these things. 

(Here the Scribe threatened the demon with anger and pain and hell. The demon replied:) 

Thinkest thou, O fool, that there is any anger and any pain that I am not, or any hell but this my spirit? Images, images, images, all without control, all without reason. The malice of Choronzon is not the malice of a being; it is the quality of malice, because he that boasteth himself "I am I", hath in truth no self, and these are they that are fallen under my power, the slaves of the Blind One that boasted himself to be the Enlightened One. For there is no centre, nay, nothing but Dispersion. 

Woe, woe, woe, threefold to him that is led away by talk, O talkative One. 

O thou that hast written two-and-thirty books of Wisdom, and art more stupid than an owl, by thine own talk is thy vigilance wearied, and by my talk art thou befooled and tricked, O thou that sayest that thou shalt endure. Knowest thou how nigh thou art to destruction? For thou that art the Scribe hast not the understanding20 that alone availeth against Choronzon. And wert thou not protected by the Holy Names of God and the circle, I would rush upon thee and tear thee. For when I made myself like unto a beautiful woman, if thou hadst come to me, I would have rotted thy body with the pox, and thy liver with cancer, and I would have torn off thy testicles with my teeth. And if I had seduced thy pride, and thou hadst bidden me to come into the circle, I would have trampled thee under foot, and for a thousand years shouldst thou have been but one of the tape-worms that is in me. And if I had seduced thy pity, and thou hadst poured one drop of water without the circle, then would I have blasted thee with flame. But I was not able to prevail against thee. 

How beautiful are the shadows of the ripples of the sand! 

Would God that I were dead. 

For know that I am proud and revengeful and lascivious, and I prate even as thou. For even as I walked among the Sons of God, I heard it said that P. . . . could both will and know, and might learn at length to dare, but that to keep silence he should never learn. O thou that art so ready to speak, so slow to watch, thou art delivered over unto my power for this. And now one word was necessary unto me, and I could not speak it. I behold the beauty of the earth in her desolation, and greater far is mine, who sought to be my naked self. Knowest thou that in my soul is utmost fear? And such is my force and my cunning, that a hundred times have I been ready to leap, and for fear have missed. And a thousand times am I baulked by them of the City of the Pyramids, that set snares for my feet. More knowledge have I than the Most High, but my will is broken, and my fierceness is marred by fear, and I must speak, speak, speak, millions of mad voices in my brain. 

With a heart of furious fancies, Whereof I am Commander, With a burning spear And a horse of Air To the wilderness I wander. 

(The idea was to keep the Scribe busy writing, so as to spring upon him. For, while the Scribe talked, Choronzon had thrown sand into the circle, and filled it up. But Choronzon could not think fast and continuously, and so resorted to the device of quotation. 

The Scribe had written two or three words of "Tom o'Bedlam," when Choronzon sprang within the circle (that part of the circumference of which that was nearest to him he had been filling up with sand all this time), and leaped upon the Scribe, throwing him to the earth. The conflict took place within the circle. The Scribe called upon Tetragrammaton, and succeeded in compelling Choronzon to return into his triangle. By dint of anger and of threatening him with the Magick Staff did he accomplish this. He then repaired the circle. The discomfited demon now continued:) 

All is dispersion. These are the qualities of things. 

The tenth Aethyr is the world of adjectives, and there is no substance therein. 

(Now returneth the beautiful woman who had before tempted the Scribe. She prevailed not.) 

I am afraid of sunset, for Tum is more terrible than Ra, and Khephra the Beetle is greater than the Lion Mau. 

I am a-cold. 

(Here Choronzon wanted to leave the triangle to obtain wherewith to cover his nakedness. The Scribe refused the request, threatening the demon. After a while the latter continued:) 

I am commanded, why I know not, by him that speaketh. Were it thou, thou little fool, I would tear thee limb from limb. I would bite off thine ears and nose before I began with thee. I would take thy guts for fiddle- strings at the Black Sabbath. 

Thou didst make a great fight there in the circle; thou art a goodly warrior! 

(Then did the demon laugh loudly. The Scribe said: Thou canst not harm one hair of my head.) 

I will pull out every hair of thy head, every hair of thy body, every hair of thy soul, one by one. (Then said the Scribe: Thou hast no power.)

Yea, verily I have power over thee, for thou hast taken the Oath, and art bound unto the White Brothers, and therefore have I the power to torture thee so long as thou shalt be. 

(Then said the Scribe unto him: Thou liest.) 

Ask of thy brother P. . . ., and he shall tell thee if I lie! 

(This the Scribe refused to do, saying that it was no concern of the demon's.) 

I have prevailed against the Kingdom of the Father, and befouled his beard; and I have prevailed against the Kingdom of the Son, and torn off his Phallus; but against the Kingdom of the Holy Ghost shall I strive and not prevail. The three slain doves are my threefold blasphemy against him; but their blood shall make fertile the sand21, and I writhe in blackness and horror of hate, and prevail not. 

(Then the demon tried to make the Scribe laugh at Magick, and to think that it was all rubbish, that he might deny the names of God that he had invoked to protect him; which, if he had doubted but for an instant, he had leapt upon him, and gnawed through his spine at the neck. 

Choronzon succeed not in his design.) 

In this Aethyr is neither beginning nor end, for it is all hotch- potch, because it is of the wicked on earth and the damned in hell. And so long as it be hotch-potch, it mattereth little what may be written by the sea-green incorruptible Scribe. 

The horror of it will be given in another place and time, and through another Seer, and that Seer shall be slain as a result of his revealing. But the present Seer, who is not P. . . ., seeth not the horror, because he is shut up, and hath no name. 

(Now was there some further parleying betwixt the demon and the Scribe, concerning the departure and the writing of the word, the Scribe not knowing if it were meet that the demon should depart. 

Then the Seer took the Holy Ring, and wrote the name BABALON, that is victory over Choronzon, and he was no more manifest.) 

(This cry was obtained on Dec. 6, 1909, between 2 and 4:15 p.m., in a lonely valley of fine sand, in the desert near Bou-Sada. The Aethyr was edited and revised on the following day.) 

After the conclusion of the Ceremony, a great fire was kindled to purify the place, and the Circle and Triangle were destroyed. 

NOTE BY SCRIBE
Almost from the beginning of the ceremony was the Scribe overshadowed, and he spoke as it were in spite of himself, remembering afterwards scarcely a word of his speeches, some of which were long and seemingly eloquent. 

All the time he had a sense of being protected from Choronzon, and this sense of security prevented his knowing fear. 

Several times did the Scribe threaten to put a curse upon the demon; but ever, before he uttered the words of the curse, did the demon obey him. For himself, he knoweth not the words of the curse. 

Also is it meet to record in this place that the Scribe several times whistled in a Magical manner, which never before had he attempted, and the demon was apparently much discomforted thereat. 

Now knoweth the Scribe that he was wrong in holding much converse with the demon; for Choronzon, in the confusion and chaos of his thought, is much terrified by silence. And by silence can he be brought to obey. 

For cunningly doth he talk of many things, going from subject to subject, and thus he misleadeth the wary into argument with him. And though Choronzon be easily beaten in argument, yet, by disturbing the attention of him who would command him, doth he gain the victory. 

For Choronzon feareth of all things concentration and silence: he therefore who would command him should will in silence: thus is he brought to obey. 

This the Scribe knoweth; for that since the obtaining of the Accursed Tenth Aethyr, he hath held converse with Choronzon. And unexpectedly did he obtain the information he sought after having long refused to answer the demon's speeches. 

Choronzon is dispersion; and such is his fear of concentration that he will obey rather than be subjected to it, or even behold it in another. 

The account of the further dealings of Choronzon with the Scribe will be found in the Record of Omnia Vincam. 



1. Choronzon is described by Sir Edward Kelly as "that mighty devil", as the first and deadliest of all the powers of evil. Rightly so, for although he is not a person, he is the metaphysical contrary of the whole Process of Magick. 

2. The three Governors of this Aethyr, Lexarp, Comanan, and Tabiton, are drawn from the "little Black Tablet" of Spirit, which united the four watchtowers of the elements. (See Equinox I, No. VII, Plate III; facing p. 234). The one extra letter, L, is the eighth of the reversed letters beneath the bars of the Calvary Crosses in the watch-towers to form trilateral names which designate malignant forces. These letters are thus impurities introduced into the perfection of the Elementary Schema. (That they should be attributed to the element of spirit, which harmonizes and sanctifies the four, is a sublime mystery. The arcanum is declared --- as far as may be --- in this book 418 itself). The other 7 letters form the name PARAOAN, which is the central governor of the 22nd Aire; but here is a correspondence with I, the center letter of LIN; this Aire discloses the glory of the Table 7 x 7, which is pure spirit, the rose which is the heart of Babalon. 

3. ZAX = {Caput Draconis}{Taurus}{Spirit}. Z is the Sun in His southern declination, i.e. at his weakest effect on an hemisphere. Follows the Bull, the type of the "Dying Gods", and the element of Earth. This letter X occurs only in this, the 15th and 30th Aires. In the 15th, water is the prima materia which is treated by being placed between the pillars of judgement. In the 30th, it represents the reduction to mere matter of the false structure of the Aeon of the false formula. Here X is the basis, without constructive possibilities, of the universe; thus the whole formula represents the weakening of the energy of the Sun, and the falling into incoherent elements of all that is organized. 
4. For this arrangement see the Geotia of Lemegeton of Solomon the Kin 

5. Concerning the bloody sacrifice, see Book 4, part 3, cap. 12. For the pigeons see the text. 

6. The greatest precautions were taken at the time, and have since been yet further fortified, to keep silence concerning the rite of evocation. The Major Adept is warned most seriously against attempting to emulate this operation, which is (in any case) improper for him to perform. To call forth Choronzon, unless one be wholly above the Abyss, is to ensure the most appalling and immediate catastrophe. 

7. These are given in the Equinox Vol. I, No. 2. 

8. Given in the French translation by Eliphaz Levi: and in the English by Aleister Crowley in "The Winged Beetle." ("The Magician" is the title of that poem, see p. 228.) 

9. See Book 4, part 2, caps. 4 and 8. 
10. It is very difficult to give a good metaphysical interpretation of this statement. But to one who is given this perception, the words will appear to be the natural and inevitable expression of the facts. 

11. These words are from some vision of old time: by them Adam was said to have opened the gates of Hell. These are the traditional words which open the Abyss. 

12. This (and many following assertions) must not be taken as true. Choronzon is in no sense the master of anything. It is the personification of a moral idea in a much more far-fetched way than that in which we say "Venus is the Lady of Love". For one can imagine Venus as a living individual being, while Choronzon is essentially not any sort of person. 
13. Various elements had been bound up into a "bundle" by the energy of the Call, and thus constituted a momentary unity capable of sensation and of expression. The obsessing idea of any such being, conscious that it is not a true organism, and threatened with immediate dissolution, which in its rudimentary psychology it is bound to dread, is of necessity, fear; and fear breeds pain, malice, and envy. Above all there is an insane hatred for the supposed creator because the supposed blessing of creation has been withheld from the "bundle". 

14. That of modesty, none less. 

15. Here the assumed character of this courtesan who was a marvelous mistress of irony as of fascination, intrudes upon that of the demon proper. 

16. He actually assumed these forms at the time. 

17. In this Aethyr are certain silences maintained. 
18. {HEB:Nun- final}{HEB:Vau}{HEB:Zain}{HEB:Nun}{HEB:Vau}{HEB:Resh} {HEB:Vau}{HEB:Chet} = 333 = 3 x 111, and 111 = {HEB:Peh- final} {HEB:Lamed}{HEB:Aleph} = {HEB:Aleph} = 1. 333 also is {GRK:alpha} {GRK:kappa} {GRK:rho} {GRK:alpha} {GRK:sigma} {GRK:iota} {GRK:alpha}, impotence, lack of control; and {GRK:alpha}{GRK:kappa} {GRK:omicron}{GRK:lambda}{GRK:alpha}{GRK:sigma}{GRK:io ta}{GRK:alpha}, dispersion. The seer had no idea of these correspondences: nor had Dr. Dee and Sir Edward Kelly, from whom we have the name. 

19. Dath. The doctrine of the "Fall" and the "Stooping Dragon" must be studied carefully. Equinox Vol. I, Nos. 2 and 3, have much information, with diagrams, in the "Temple of Solomon the King". See also Liber 777. This question of the Abyss must be thoroughly understood. The entire system of initiation of the A{.·.} A{.·.} depend on these theorems. (See "One Star in Sight"). 
20. Originally, for "understanding" was written "power". Choronzon was always using some word that did not represent his thought, because there is no proper link between his thought and speech. Note that he never seems able to distinguish between the Frater and the Scribe, and addresses first one, then the other, in the same sentence. 
21. This actually happened. On returning to Bou-Sada on another journey this spot had begun to show signs of vegetation. 
I stood in a triangle once , But there was little room as it's a small  

percussion instrument, perhaps a tympani would be easier

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com

The serial killer has a pattern in their killing style and who they kill, and tries to fulfill some sick fantasy. But the killing of other people is only really necessary in times of war and for self-defense, and even then post-traumatic stress disorder is common as it is such a shock to the psyche. 

However, we don't even hunt animals anymore except out of sportsmanship, and not all hunters eat their kill. They camoflauge themselves and use guns and certain scents, which is too advantageous for the human IMO - rather than learning some skill in studying the animal and stalking them. 

This is in sharp contrast to Native Americans/aboriginal cultures in that when they hunt animals, they honor and respect the lives of those which they kill. They provide a quick death, so as to consume it as soon as possible, eating almost all of it. They even honor the killing of their enemies. And being used to death, they accept it as a part of life. Here we have embalming and wakes where the deceased is dressed up and looking even better than they did when alive (Christians are the only one of the 3 desert religions to have embalming as they believe it to be the reunion of the body and spirit, i.e. akin to resurrection).

Perhaps if we weren't so closed off from the reality of death and consumed by guilt from killing out of necessity, there would be less PTSD. 

93

Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
The general spiritual idea about killing, particularly in the hunting of animals is that an animal is not considered a complete microcosm.  So that when a human kills an animal and absorbs its energy, both are benefitted.  The human's microcosm is strengthened and the animal gets to become a part of a complete microcosm.  This has been examined by spiritual scholars in totemistic-oriented, aboriginal cultures, where the power of the animals are then added to the totem.  Also, American Indian ceremonies regarding the Buffalo are quite profound in this regard; the dancing with the mask of the Buffalo, et al.  You would enjoy watching the Joseph Campbell videos for a bit more on this.  Also, on the theory of the hunt, you'll find something intersting in old back-issues of Gnosis Magazine and Parabola Magazine.
As I don't believe any books have been written specifically dealing with this subject, you may be a bit more hard-pressed in this format.  But perhaps a search on the Net will provide some more information.
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My mistake.  I read this a couple years ago along with the other evocations, such as the bartzabel working.  My memory of reading this seems to have been distorted by Donald Michael Craig in "Modern Magick" who claimed that Crowley had invoked Choronzon.  

 

I'll have to re-read this aether several times since its themes will also touch on my current work with the knife.  Its ironic that my memory of A.C's dealing with Choronzon should be fuzzy, feeble, and distorted at this time.  
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Ryan
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This is a response to Cammy's last post about hunting:  My comments will be in red.  

 

I suspect that the angst and so called alienation of our urbanized and commodified culture has led us to have some naive and un-fair views about 'white' hunters and romantic views about native people's, particularly those remote cultures from the past.  
 

The serial killer has a pattern in their killing style and who they kill, and tries to fulfill some sick fantasy. But the killing of other people is only really necessary in times of war and for self-defense, and even then post-traumatic stress disorder is common as it is such a shock to the psyche.

Yes I agree with this point.  
 However, we don't even hunt animals anymore except out of sportsmanship, and not all hunters eat their kill.

I personally believe it is a dis-respect of the laws of nature not to eat or at least use one's kill.  I say this being a former small game hunter myself.  
 They camoflauge themselves and use guns and certain scents, which is too advantageous for the human IMO - rather than learning some skill in studying the animal and stalking them.

I think this is a dangerous over generalization.  Even natives used camofluage!  While rifles may be more precise than bows and spears, it takes equal practice to learn how to use them effectively.  Try shooting a moving target to see what I mean, and a camofluaged target at that!
 

Every form of hunting regular hunting in these areas involves an intimate knowledge of the animals habits and patterns.  Deer hunters will spend all summer tracking and learning the patterns of local deer.  When hunting season starts in the fall they wait in the cold often on foot or in tree stands for days. Sometimes they miss, etc.  
 

Indigenous peoples all over the world have used scents and sounds to trick their quarry.  
 

And for waste many animals are killed just for certain magickal body parts in certain indigenous cultures.  Not too different from fur trading if you ask me.  Both of these practices are stupid. 
 This is in sharp contrast to Native Americans/aboriginal cultures in that when they hunt animals, they honor and respect the lives of those which they kill.

In Ontario Canada in the late 90's there was a famine, many deer were starving to death in large numbers and the population was seriously affected, guess who was feeding the deer even though hunting season was long over?  Thats right the hunters.  Can you think anybetter way than to honor and respect the lives of the hunted?  
 

Most hunters I know eat their game, which is usually quite delicious.  
 

They provide a quick death, so as to consume it as soon as possible, eating almost all of it. 

Actually bows and arrows provide a slower death than high powered rifles.  Many times knives and spears would be used. I know this because bow hunting is still practiced today.  (I wanted to be a bow hunter as a kid)  If you actually hit the deer with your arrow you have to follow a blood trail anywhere from 1-3 days!  You are obliged by rules and regulations to actually find the dying animal to make sure it dies and prevent spoiling.  
 

Hunters are required to take riqorous courses on both fire arms and ethics, and they are tested on the knowledge of the animals.  
 

In western canada many of the buffalo were already near extinction when settlers first arrived. The natives were scarring many buffalo off of cliffs in large numbers.  
 

It should also be mentioned that the Europeans were just as cruel and ethically stupid as many of the warring tribes that were here, the only difference is they were more technologically advanced.  
 

I think it is very dangerous to over-generalize about foreign cultures and their past.  Many things foreign and remote act as a magickal mirror by which we can collectively project our romantic fanasies, fantasies which are usually the result of our present disatisfactions.  
 

Of course we can always find instances of respect and dis-respect in killing from all cultures and times.  
 

They even honor the killing of their enemies. And being used to death, they accept it as a part of life. Here we have embalming and wakes where the deceased is dressed up and looking even better than they did when alive (Christians are the only one of the 3 desert religions to have embalming as they believe it to be the reunion of the body and spirit, i.e. akin to resurrection).

I think our alienation from our food and products in our curren consumer society has led many urban dwelling people to harbour distorted views about hunters, who in my opinion are much more humane and respectful towards animals than some the factory farms the supply our grocery stores. 
 

I do agree with you that many of the early European settlers were idiots who's culture lacked the ideological structure necessary to inform their hunting behavior, hence the extinction of many species a hundred years ago, but most hunters today are reasonable people who are very interested in looking after the animals that they are interested in, since they will be the first one's to be affected by the losses. 
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Ryan
Being a former Hunter myself I agree with all you have said here.
 

I recall having to defend my position about hunting using the arguments you have stated and also to state that those who were critical,  I would have to remind them how their meat was gotten Via slaughter house....bringing to their attention that their method of kill, although once removed by the dollar bill, was less humane than my method of confronting my needs.
Derek

Hi Ryan,
93
Donald Michael Craig like some of these other uneducated, non-practicing authors (Martin Starr, Don Milo Duquette), create such a distortion of the facts in order to further their own lecture careers.  They really don't want you to go to the source, buth rather want to develop their own circle of psychophants.  Such men can only proliferate when the Western Mystery Tradition is so void of truly spiritual teachers; who would show them up with a single word against their large tomes.
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