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Hi all, let me know what you think of this attachment.  I am impressed and I am left pondering the nature of this illusion.  
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enjoy.

Ryan

Simple... The cards you are presented with are different from the cards you are left with at the end...that is the suits are different.

Derek

lol...
cf,
93
This is actually an old trick that was floating around the net several years back.
It's still good for a laugh.
;-)
Hopefully, my name's now on your mailing list for what you send to the group.  Derek had pointed out the error to me last night.
He even responded; you didn't get his response?
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Hey PJ,
93
I overlooked Derick's comments.  Here you go.
I feel there is something valuable to learn from studying illusions, especially those that one finds particularly baffling  since  they  remind  not to  take  our everyday experiences for  granted. 
Note: forwarded message attached.
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Ryan

Ryan,
Your comments below is pretty much what came to mind upon your particular take on the illusion of "copperfield"
I felt that while "we" occultists utilize imagery to a high degree, we must not get so far that we fail to use our eyes or senses, here on earth.   No matter how far along the paths we progress we must realize it is here on Malkuth that we must "launch".

Derek
Hi Derek,
93
Of course, relatively few humans ever really make it to Malkuth; though most thing they're there.  From what I've observed in human nature, most still exist in the blind instinctual world of the shells; mere automatons who have no control of their lives nor any knowledge that they can actually learn to understand the true nature of the world around them.  All they can see is maya and their own knee-jerk emotionalism.
The first work of initiation is to get beyond the unconscious emotional controls and into the elemental world.
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pj
OH you mean Sylvia's pronouncements are not real? OH my god..( I must reorder my life) 

Only the truly.. Ok there may be those that are so distraught by a death or have past recriminations

that they want to believe Sylvia Brown... but surely thats merely at this emotional peak that they have

and in that maybe she does a good thing

Like lancing a boil...Someone has all these bad feelings about something she says what she says and they are finally able to put it behind them

Believe something instead of the emptiness which they actually have the doubts and such

So yes shes a charlatan , but maybe she serves a useful psychological function?

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com
Hi Ryan
93
Actually, the whole of what is now Hollywood Illusionism evolves from the ancient Fakirs of the ancient world.  Their idea was to fool people into pursuing the spiritual quest by showing them what appear to be miracles.  This is connected with the Fool Atu.  At first, most of us have the worst of purient reasons for getting into Magick; only to end up discovering what Magick actually means: Wisdom.  Of course, today, Magic (without the k) has devolved in meaning to be defined as illusion and trickery.  Though the remnants of its original meaning are still with us as around this time of year people bring up the myth of the 3 Magi (Wise Men) who visit the Christ Child.
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Hey PJ

93

What's even worse are the frauds, such as Sylvia Brown (I still see her corny books on the shelves at Chapters) which are often given misleading publicity on popular talk shows.  Of course it was charletans of this type that have contributed to the suspicious glances that occultism recieves today from most intelligent minds.  

 

Of course there will always be the good news faith healers to sweeten the pot. lol.
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
Copperfield is not a charlatan at all.  Like many in his field today, he calls himself an illusionist in the entertainment industry.  Sylvia Brown on the other hand, is a charlatan; really no different from the televangelists in Christian society.  She just calls herself 'New Age; a buzzword for Christians that follow the reprehensible morality of the various denominations, but who like to cheat every once in a while, in order to get an edge on life.
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Hi JohnMoon,
93
You tap on something deep in the superstitious but very human psyche...the fear of death and its mystery (at the heart of the Western Mystery Tradition).  But tapping into this mystery with the myth of the Cross and tapping into Buddhism on which to model the emerging Christianity was all to natural; considering where Christianity started.
Death is also a mystery to the East and a part of their mystery tradition.  And despite all the wisdom that comes from the East, they also have succumbed to the fear of death.  Reincarnation did not make its way formally, into Christian doctrine; but it is cleverly suggested by the Transfiguration and Moses and Elijah appearing with Jesus.
The Jews on the otherhand, were not doctinally interested in taking a position on the afterlife.  And the debate within their priesthood was and I believe is still ongoing.  Despite their belief in an anthropomorphosized god that intervenes in human affairs, they at least did not provide a superstition for this mystery.  And perhaps, this is yet another reason why Liber AL says, the Jews have the half.
Religion errs deeply with its obsession on this mystery and its false supposition of heaven and hell...or reincarnation.  All this chatter restricts these religions in teaching means to escape death and bypass life.  They all have something to say about what happens to the soul (failing to differentiate between soul and spirit) after the body dies, restricting this to childish reward and punishment and showing us how deeply this fear moves in the human psyche.  But these religions have nothing to say about the nature and capacity of the soul and what to do with it while one is alive.  These are 'dead' religions (pun intended).
The arts approach the teaching of the exercise and movement of the soul; but shy away from 'soul-ology'.  And it's even more interesting that in cultures where Christianity dominates the society, the arts are eschewed and artists are perceived as 'weirdos'.
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Well, they do have a debate.. 

Followers of Zaddok( Or zadokites) versus Pharisaical which included rabbinical Judaism.

Rabbinical Judaism and Messianic Judaism really only disagree in degree and timing

Rabbinical Judaism still looks for a messiah coming, So count all those Torah passages as future events, messianics as past events fulfilled

Rabbinical Judaism does believe in Angels, Spirits,And a messiah and afterlife( To a degree) Some believe everyone goes to sheol Others divide sheol in to upper and lower

Christians further divide that into Heavens and hell( evpronouncingen lower levels of Hell)

So I think it is merely a matter of degree

I think the problem occurs when the people pronouncing these things...Like fundamentalists saying your gong to hell

( And you say Well yes so are you whats new:?) dont really understand what they are saying or the history of belief systems?

They havent really studied systems so only understand that maybe Hell is bad...( And may not be able to even define why)

So you explain Heaven is actually the upper level of Sheol(In that faith) And they freak out.

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com
On Dec 17, 2007, at 9:33 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

The Jews on the otherhand, were not doctinally interested in taking a position on the afterlife.  And the debate within their priesthood was and I believe is still ongoing.  Despite their belief in an anthropomorphosized god that intervenes in human affairs, they at least did not provide a superstition for this mystery.  And perhaps, this is yet another reason why Liber AL says, the Jews have the half.
Hi JohnMoon,
93
Again your reply strikes at something terribly important.  Priests are not holy men and women; they are clerics trained in the administering and instruction of official ritual and doctrine.  This does not give them any special phone line to any god; it makes them responsible for maintaining practices, traditions and doctrine.  But not only do they have very little to say about doctrine (except to interpret what they are given by the prophets), they are also not prophets and again, they are not holy pe se.
Ordination is simply a formal declaration that all rituals, practices and traditions have been fully studied, comprehended and practices; and that an ordained official can formally speak on behalf of the religion.  So as most all religions splinter, each develops its own breed of priest and/or priestess.  Prophets are those who do rise to special states within the human psyche (Obeah) and record this back down to earth (Wanga).  The clerics then take this information and interpret it for their congregations.
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