This article struck me with the dilemma of being an adolescent with a serious health decision. He is 13 years old, supposedly beginning puberty. At the same time, he's not old enough (18) to be considered an adult. So I think the family should do what's best to preserve his health. They may think that natural healing might work and they themselves may have success with it, but the best guarantee is probably from experts in conventional medicine. 
This also inadvertently touches upon another issue: when the government acts as parents for the people. For example, I listen to an alternative-rock radio station WKLS (96.1) One would assume that curse-words are fine since listeners are (or at least should be) adults or adult enough to handle them. But the FCC has the cuss-words bleeped out on the off-chance that there's a minor who may repeat them and whose parents will find out and have a hissyfit. I feel it's not fair as it takes away from my listening experience. 
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Judge rules family can't refuse chemo for boy



By AMY FORLITI, Associated Press Writer Amy Forliti, Associated Press Writer – Fri May 15, 4:30 pm ET

MINNEAPOLIS – A Minnesota judge ruled Friday that a 13-year-old cancer patient must be evaluated by a doctor to determine if the boy would benefit from restarting chemotherapy over his parents' objections.

In a 58-page ruling, Brown County District Judge John Rodenberg found that Daniel Hauser has been "medically neglected" by his parents, Colleen and Anthony Hauser, and was in need of child protection services.

While he allowed Daniel to stay with his parents, the judge gave the Hausers until Tuesday to get an updated chest X-ray for their son and select an oncologist.

If the evaluation shows the cancer had advanced to a point where chemotherapy and radiation would no longer help, the judge said, he would not order the boy to undergo treatment.

However, he said, if chemotherapy is ordered and the family still refuses, Daniel will be placed in temporary custody.

The judge wrote that Daniel has only a "rudimentary understanding at best of the risks and benefits of chemotherapy. ... he does not believe he is ill currently. The fact is that he is very ill currently."

It was unclear how the medicine would be administered if the boy fights it. Dr. Bruce Bostrom, a pediatric oncologist at Children's Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, said last week he would have a hard time forcing Daniel to take the medicine. Bostrom said Friday his hospital has psychologists, child life specialists and other resources to help ease Daniel's fears. He also said an ethics committee would meet next week to talk about all the scenarios doctors may encounter.

Daniel's court-appointed attorney, Philip Elbert, called the decision unfortunate.

"I feel it's a blow to families," he said. "It marginalizes the decisions that parents face every day in regard to their children's medical care. It really affirms the role that big government is better at making our decisions for us."

Elbert said he hadn't spoken to his client yet. The phone line at the Hauser home in Sleepy Eye in southwestern Minnesota had a busy signal Friday. The parents' attorney had no immediate comment but planned to issue a statement.

Daniel was diagnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma and stopped chemotherapy in February after a single treatment. He and his parents opted instead for "alternative medicines" based on their religious beliefs.

Child protection workers accused Daniel's parents of medical neglect; but in court, his mother insisted the boy wouldn't submit to chemotherapy for religious reasons and she said she wouldn't comply if the court orders it.

Doctors have said Daniel's cancer had up to a 90 percent chance of being cured with chemotherapy and radiation. Without those treatments, doctors said his chances of survival are 5 percent.

Daniel's parents have been supporting what they say is their son's decision to treat the disease with nutritional supplements and other alternative treatments favored by the Nemenhah Band.

The Missouri-based religious group believes in natural healing methods advocated by some American Indians.

After the first chemotherapy treatment, the family said they wanted a second opinion, said Bostrom, a pediatric oncologist who recommended Daniel undergo chemotherapy and radiation.

They later informed him that Daniel would not undergo any more chemotherapy. Bostrom said Daniel's tumor shrunk after the first chemotherapy session, but X-rays show it has grown since he stopped the chemotherapy.

"My son is not in any medical danger at this point," Colleen Hauser testified at a court hearing last week. She also testified that Daniel is a medicine man and elder in the Nemenhah Band. 

The family's attorney, Calvin Johnson, said Daniel made the decision himself to refuse chemotherapy, but Brown County said he did not have an understanding of what it meant to be a medicine man or an elder. 

Court filings also indicated Daniel has a learning disability and can't read. 

The Hausers have eight children. Colleen Hauser told the New Ulm Journal newspaper that the family's Catholicism and adherence to the Nemenhah Band are not in conflict, and that she has used natural remedies to treat illness. 

Nemenhah was founded in the 1990s by Philip Cloudpiler Landis, who said Thursday he once served four months in prison in Idaho for fraud related to advocating natural remedies. 

Landis said he founded the faith after facing his diagnosis of a cancer similar to Daniel Hauser. He said he treated it with diet choices, visits to a sweat lodge and other natural remedies. 

...and that it is the parents who should be responsible for the possibility of their children hearing cuss-words (and deal with their subsequent reactions) - take the time to explain etc.
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
You seem to be coming to an idea of what Liberty (one of the four L's of Thelema: Life, Light, Love and Liberty) is all about.  And yes, this is all an assail against Liberty.  Personally, the parents are killing the boy and the boy will most certainly die.  But it is their right to refuse medical health for their son as the son has no rights; being a minor.  He's already been corrupted by the stupidity and superstition of his parents (like Jehovah's Witnesses and Christian Scientists), so from the Thelemic perspective, humanity gains as a few more weaklings are weeded out.  I can only hope that the parents stop reproducing at this point and perhaps even for their suicide; sparing humanity a few more idiots.
Our law is the law of the strong...only the strong can hope to have Liberty.  Weaklings, as we're witnessing with the rise of socialism in our culture and under Obama's far left policies are destroying our dollar and our economy.  And the weaklings that have ruled our society since the implementation of the FED in 1913ev, have already destroyed the Constitution and brought our society to tyranny.  We the strong, owe them a debt of war and vengeance and need to invoke Ra-Hoor-Khuit.
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Hi PJ and Cammy
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It seems that suicide may be a waste of a valuable resource: "The slaves shall serve."  On one hand it seems that we would be weeding out the 'poor and sad', yet our society is a pyramid and the brighter stones on the summit need the dull stones for the foundation.  If everyone is bright, then bright people will be forced to work at the bottom, and they will eventually become either dull, or work their way up. (Lets face it: bright people won't willingly support the system, unless perhaps they are bright and wise and such service is intended as a karmic payment so to speak)  The main point here is that we need to consider what role superstition and stupitity play in the unfolding of greatness.  

 

As far as the A.'. A.'. is concerned, it is about advancing the evolution of the human race.  Yet we must be mindful of the alchemical axiom: '...it takes gold to make gold'.  We cannot make a silk purse out of a sow's ear, but don't kill off the god damn cattle (or the pigs!), or there will be nothing left to fuel the engine of war in which the elite functions of culture depend.  Those that are unfit can die in their misery and this will happen naturally.  Ra-hoor-khuit, per chp. III is simply stating a fact of nature, and as thelemnites we simply refuse to fight a losing battle against nature.  

 

As for the Christist imbeciles concerned here, let them work long and hard hours and chase empty dreams.  Their empty dreams provide the necessary motivation to keep the weels moving so to speak.  If I open a factory I will hire them and they can pray there, when they are old they will die and their imbecile childrem will also keep the wheel moving.  If they don't, they will die... or if they wake up they can change their destiny, but that is none of my spiritual business.  My business is only to aid those who have already begun to stir from their slumber and have decided to sit in the driver's seat of their lives...
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
It seems both our viewpoints are equally as pragmatic.
And interestingly enough, neither contradicts the other.
Although I will say, yours is a bit more articulate and more immediately practicable.
I'm just personally less tolerant of stupidity; so a bit more harsh.
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Hey PJ
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But it also depends on my mood too.  Some day's my lack of patience wins out and I say, 'to hell with them..."  Other days pragmatic greed wins out and I say, 'let the working class hero keep on working....".  But the real danger is when we get humanist idiots that want to let rabbits wear glasses...  When will they ever learn?  Unconditional equality means annihilation, there can be no world of experience without some form of hierarchy, and we all need to take our turn shovelling shit for 5$ an hour.  lol

But the '...slaves shall serve'
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