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Here's a quote from a student in a world religions class.  One can easily see how schizoid our culture has really become in regard to the common opinions relating to science and religion. 

Please note my response to the student.  
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Ryan

quote:



Originally posted by: pdsouza I was brought up in a very Catholic environment. My family and I used to go to church every Sunday, in the evening we used to say prayer together and I was sent to an all girl's private Catholic school. My father got sick when I was 14 and my family and I believed there would be a miracle to save him. This was not the case. He still passed away regardless of the amount of praying and church-going we did (we truly believed that we would be saved) even though we believed that God would take precedence over biology. Modernity does have a negative effect on religion because as soon as people do not receive that they want from God they believe that biology, chemistry and basic sense in our world has the upper hand. Religion and modernity will never be able to work together in the world of medicine. Its either one or the other. A rare few do experience miracles in medicine, but the others that did not would question religion "why did they get what they wanted and I didn't?, what did they do and I didn't?" Some would consider it to be (bad) luck rather than a miracle. This is my understanding of what happened to my Dad, it was no longer in "God's hands" but it was his bad luck, and there was nothing anyone could do to to change it. 



Hi pdsouzal, Your example touches on some real problems existing in Western religion. I agree with your point about the scientific paradigm playing a role in a persons rejection of God after one's prayers not being answered. However, I don't think the problem is science or modernity. The problem is that people confuse what they want with God. The term 'God' often functions as a metaphor for what a person wants and likes. This cannot not be 'God' as defined by philosophy (i.e. An all powerful, omnipotent, omniscient, and benevolent 'God') The German philosopher Gottfriend Liebniz noted that such a God would implies that the world is the best of all possible worlds, or else such a God would not be all powerful. In the wake of the Protestant reformation, science was seen as a way to get closer to God, since one could understand the will of God as it manifests itself in nature. If we accept the above premises we would have to admit that the belief in a God that gives as what we want must be a false God since what we want isn't always reflected in reality. I think that people need to start re-examining their conceptions of God if they want to be able to live in the modern world as it is. I don't see why science and religion need to be separate. The scientist and doctor perform miracles all the time and they constantly sacrifice themselves to 'know' reality. Is this process not similar to conversing with God and having one's prayer answered? Just some thoughts. 

Hi Ryan,
93
I found your response to your student's vignette to be quite astute; you demonstrated the unconscious assumptions of the original thought-process and introduced a sound, historical concept that attempts to clarify the student's assertions and conclusion.  What would be most interesting, is to see the student's response to your assertions.  And I would be most curious to what (if any) level of cognitive dissonance the student produces.  Is there more in this dialogue?
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Hi PJ
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This is taken from an online discussion board.  It is an open discussion about religion and modernity in today's society.  There are other postings from several sources.  This is just the beginning of my dialogue with this student.  

I should exercise some caution in sharing discussion board posts on this e-group since it is published and I don't think my employers would appreciated me publishing other student dialogues.  I thought this one was too interesting to pass up and thought it would make good food for thought on this list.  

This posting shows the real schizophrenia of our culture, which has literally divided its conception of reality into two opposing forces.  This goes back to segments of biblical literature in which God is said to be above nature.  This has been misinterpreted. I think nature meant the way things presently are, change is the essence of phenomenon which means that reality does supercede any patterns and trends we observe.  The problem occurs when we associate the patterns of nature with absolute reality.  Then the split begins since the reality of the moment is always changing and contradicting our previous experiences.  A miracle or anomaly is nothing more than reality behaving in a way that surpasses our preconceptions, which means miracles and anomalies are entirely subjective being in complete dependence on the level of intelligence and knowledge of the persons in question. 
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