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I am also a Freemason. I have been through the initial 3 degrees of EA, FC, and MM.

I also Took the York Rite, and am a Knights Templar through those apendant bodies.

The Royal Arch degree, includes within it, several other degrees where information is given unto the initiate.

Under the Royal Arch, which is received by invitation only, is the first step upon the ascending ladder of the York Rite. It includes in it: Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and finally, the Royal Arch. This is called the "Chapter", and are the Capitular Degrees.

Next is the Council which consists of Royal Master, Select Master, and finally Super Excellent Master. These are the Cryptic Degrees.

The last part of the York Rite ladder is the Chivalric Orders, which include Order of the Cross (Red cross of Constantine), Order of Malta, and finally Order of the Temple where you are dubbed a Knight, and become a Knights Templar.  This is the "Commandery".

I can say this....That all of the degrees beyond 3rd degree, or that of master mason does impart  a lot of knowledge on the initiate. I can also say this: that the Royal Arch Degree is where Crowley revised the
IV Degree O.T.O. Ritual from, and that is where the "Lost word" in the third degree of Freemasonry
is now found, and explained.

The diagrams shown I believe are taken from a book by Duncan, and simply show the signs and steps of particular degrees.

I encourage anyone, who really wants to experience these things in real life, to go through the degrees.

I Became a Freemason after I joined, and served the c.O.T.O. for 11 years, in which seven of those years where Administrative as a Chartered Initiator for the M.M.M. Degrees, and a local Body Master. I  resigned in 2005e.v. from the c.O.T.O.

The degrees in comparison to the Original Masonic degrees, and the Clandestine masonic Degrees
(O.T.O.) are quite different but the same in the relation that they include a Birth, Life, and Death aspect to them, as well as a resurrection after Death.
The True Masonic Degrees are Beautiful and originated first with the York Rite and the Chivalric Orders. (The 33 Degrees of Scottish Rite Masonry
where put together afterward), The O.T.O. degree's are like a going through, after 3rd degree are all based off of traditional Masonic Degrees, and the Old Testament of the Bible.
The c.O.T.O., as an outer vehicle, at one time, was a great way of learning more of the Esoteric aspects to the traditional masonic degrees. It has now (In my opinion) changed, and not for the better.  

Bottom line is that if you want the True degrees, I suggest Freemasonry. You can obviously learn the Esoteric meanings, Analogy and Allegory of the symbolism, etc. through a thorough study of Esoteric texts. As for the inner vehicle, or outer vehicle of the true inner school, the A.'.A.'. is the way to go from a Thelemic standpoint. There are many Orders...Many paths...And most all are seeking the same common objective in the end. I Affiliate with A.'.A.'. , took with me what I learned and experienced in the c.O.T.O., and am a Freemason as well as an Ordained Gnostic Bishop. Buddhism and Thelema are a great combination for me. This is my path. And,  this is simply my personal opinion.
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Hi James,
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I also am a 3rd degree Freemason (who now refuses to pay dues); I was turned down for the higher initiations (applying for both Scottish and York rites) as they became upset with both my 'religion' and the fact that my politics aren't akin to red-neck, wing-nut mania.  In other words, they began to distrust me as soon as they learned that I didn't hate Hillary Clinton (red-neck New Yorkers consider her a carpet-bagger).
Overall, the Blue Lodge has failed to initiate as it doesn't bring men to greater moral heights.  Worse, since the Morgan Affair, Masonry is not what it was in the time of our Founding Fathers; and that's the Masonry that I find worthwhile.
To get a little taste of this, you might enjoy my article:  The Eagle & the Temple.
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Hello and 93 Paul.

That is unfortunate that you had that experience with your local Lodge.
I agree that masonry has definitely changed from the beginning times.
Some would say that it has changed for the better, and some think for the worse.

It is Old Aeon. I think this is why Crowley, did what he did with the revision of the Rituals, as well as what he did with the A.'.A.'.
Unfortunately, with the A.'.A.'. , he still based the New Aeon teachings that he received with Liber Legis within an old Aeon structure.
(Golden Dawn, RC, and then finally S.S.) All based on the filing system of the Tree of life.

There are, as it states in the B.O.T.L. Three grades. There is no mention of "and they must correspond to the tree of life.)
I think he had the right idea, just didn't fit the newly found Law of Thelema in a new Aeon grade system.
As it also states, "Behold! The rituals of the old time are black. Let the evil ones be cast away; let the good ones be purged by the prophet!
Then shall this knowledge go aright. Ch-II v-5.

The book also states "Abrogate are all rituals, all ordeals, all words and signs. Ch-I V-49

There is a lot to be learned from the Old Aeon structures and teachings. I feel that I have grown from ALL of my experiences with old Aeon structures and teachings. I wouldn't change the experiences at all. I do however wish to evolve and move forward.
I am still dues current with my local Lodge (A.F.&A.M.). This is by choice, and by my experiences that I have had with my local Lodge.
My experience with the Blue Lodge, and further have been great. Unfortunately this is not what everyone else experiences.
It could be with the Jurisdiction as well, and the majority of the individuals political preferences in that particular geographic location.

Anyway, it is an interesting topic. And, again, all of this is just my personal opinion:-)

In L.V.X.
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Hi James,
93
That is unfortunate that you had that experience with your local Lodge.
I agree that masonry has definitely changed from the beginning times.
Some would say that it has changed for the better, and some think for the worse.
The change is actually quite significant; especially in terms of U.S. politics as well as for Western spirituality.  The liberal agenda of Masonry that existed in the 18th century ev grew out of both Renaissance spirituality and Renaissance economic philosophy as I've tried to show with some of the Mises articles that I've recently sent to this list.  This interdisciplinary science that also included Hermetic Magick as affected by Greek and Jewish philosophy as well as Alchemy, which led to modern chemistry and physics was at the center of the charge against the Roman Catholic church in particular, but Christianity in general.  All of this was incorporated into Masonry at was at the center of both the idealism of the Declaration of Independence and the formulation of the Bill of Rights; though in particular, Jefferson was not a Mason.  But Jefferson was greatly influenced by John Locke who came out of the Baconian school of thought that is also connected with such luminaries as Isaac Newton; the last in this line and John Dee at the start of the line and generally considered the likely founder of the Rosicrucian movement.
From this time, oddly enough, and after the Morgan Affair in the 19th century ev and less than fifty years after the formulation of this egalitarian, masonic republic, Christist sects worked their influence upon Masonry bringing a pale of ignorance over their rites that Madame Blavatsky had to come along to correct.  And in this period, the rise of the American Transcendentalist tradition found the seeds it was sewing into our culture to be thwarted by what would be the rise of the Yellow Press in the early 20th century ev, which was also railing against the growing popularlity of Egyptian-based occultism both championed by Crowley and the Art-Deco movement as well as the now well-established Theosophical movement.
And oddly enough, the Masonic empire that was imagined by the likes of Washington, Franklin and Paine is better championed today by the Fundamentalist (Puritan) movement; though its over-arching concern with Israel brings more confusion to their effort (as if their Christism and irrational attitude on science keeps them under the spell of superstitious delusion).

It is Old Aeon. I think this is why Crowley, did what he did with the revision of the Rituals, as well as what he did with the A.'.A.'.
Unfortunately, with the A.'.A.'. , he still based the New Aeon teachings that he received with Liber Legis within an old Aeon structure.
(Golden Dawn, RC, and then finally S.S.) All based on the filing system of the Tree of life.
The cycles of time (the Platonic Year), especially in terms of Aeons, I think has both been confused by Crowley; who, himself, did not really understand this aspect of Astrology as much as its been deliberately distorted by both Kenneth Grant during the Hippie era and the Caliphate as it came to again reinterpret it with an even greater Astrological ignorance in the "abased" 80s ev; culminating in their even more ridiculous dating system.  That we can speak the same language on this issue, I would like to refer you to my article: Gnostic Cycles.  In response to the above, we are still in the Age of Pisces (again, as per my article) and so its formulas suffice to the point that they may be 'purged' in accordance with the teachings of AL.  But in my article, I speculate that really Aeons are but 500 year periods and that because of the unusual length of the Age of Pisces (being 693 years longer than the standard 2150 yr astological age and due to the oval shape of the ecliptic and reflected in the precession of the equinoxes) uniquely fits in to this 'in-between' time as the final preparation (war/Ra-Hoor-Khuit) for the upcoming Age of Aquarius...that again, has not arrived.

There are, as it states in the B.O.T.L. Three grades. There is no mention of "and they must correspond to the tree of life.)
I think he had the right idea, just didn't fit the newly found Law of Thelema in a new Aeon grade system.
As it also states, "Behold! The rituals of the old time are black. Let the evil ones be cast away; let the good ones be purged by the prophet!
Then shall this knowledge go aright. Ch-II v-5.

The book also states "Abrogate are all rituals, all ordeals, all words and signs. Ch-I V-49
But the Tree-of-Life perfectly holds these Grades as delineated by the three Veils upon it; Qesheth, Paroketh & the Abyss/Da'ath).
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The change is actually quite significant; especially in terms of U.S. politics as well as for Western spirituality.  The liberal agenda of Masonry that existed in the 18th century ev grew out of both Renaissance spirituality and Renaissance economic philosophy as I've tried to show with some of the Mises articles that I've recently sent to this list.  This interdisciplinary science that also included Hermetic Magick as affected by Greek and Jewish philosophy as well as Alchemy, which led to modern chemistry and physics was at the center of the charge against the Roman Catholic church in particular, but Christianity in general.  All of this was incorporated into Masonry at was at the center of both the idealism of the Declaration of Independence and the formulation of the Bill of Rights; though in particular, Jefferson was not a Mason.  But Jefferson was greatly influenced by John Locke who came out of the Baconian school of thought that is also connected with such luminaries as Isaac Newton; the last in this line and John Dee at the start of the line and generally considered the likely founder of the Rosicrucian movement.
From this time, oddly enough, and after the Morgan Affair in the 19th century ev and less than fifty years after the formulation of this egalitarian, masonic republic, Christist sects worked their influence upon Masonry bringing a pale of ignorance over their rites that Madame Blavatsky had to come along to correct.  And in this period, the rise of the American Transcendentalist tradition found the seeds it was sewing into our culture to be thwarted by what would be the rise of the Yellow Press in the early 20th century ev, which was also railing against the growing popularlity of Egyptian-based occultism both championed by Crowley and the Art-Deco movement as well as the now well-established Theosophical movement.
And oddly enough, the Masonic empire that was imagined by the likes of Washington, Franklin and Paine is better championed today by the Fundamentalist (Puritan) movement; though its over-arching concern with Israel brings more confusion to their effort (as if their Christism and irrational attitude on science keeps them under the spell of superstitious delusion).

I still have to say, that Freemasonry has done me no wrong. As I stated before, it is unfortunate that others experience things differently.
To me Change is Stability. This is also why Masons don't speak of Politics, or Religion. It makes for a lot of individuals personal feelings, and that is not what Masonry is about. (Speculative and Spiritual Freemasonry.)


The cycles of time (the Platonic Year), especially in terms of Aeons, I think has both been confused by Crowley; who, himself, did not really understand this aspect of Astrology as much as its been deliberately distorted by both Kenneth Grant during the Hippie era and the Caliphate as it came to again reinterpret it with an even greater Astrological ignorance in the "abased" 80s ev; culminating in their even more ridiculous dating system.  That we can speak the same language on this issue, I would like to refer you to my article: Gnostic Cycles.  In response to the above, we are still in the Age of Pisces (again, as per my article) and so its formulas suffice to the point that they may be 'purged' in accordance with the teachings of AL.  But in my article, I speculate that really Aeons are but 500 year periods and that because of the unusual length of the Age of Pisces (being 693 years longer than the standard 2150 yr astological age and due to the oval shape of the ecliptic and reflected in the precession of the equinoxes) uniquely fits in to this 'in-between' time as the final preparation (war/Ra-Hoor-Khuit) for the upcoming Age of Aquarius...that again, has not arrived.

I am simply referring to "Old Aeon) being out dated. As you know, we have shifted through the Matriarchal, Patriarchal and now are in the Aeon of the Childe. Ra-Hoor-Kuit. By Old Aeon in this thread, I am referring to Masonry being All male at the time of its formation. Not God, Goddess and Childe Oriented.  Your research is still interesting though.
But the Tree-of-Life perfectly holds these Grades as delineated by the three Veils upon it; Qesheth, Paroketh & the Abyss/Da'ath).
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I agree. As I said, it is like a filing cabinet. One that virtually EVERYTHING can be placed in. 
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Hi James,
93
I still have to say, that Freemasonry has done me no wrong. As I stated before, it is unfortunate that others experience things differently.
To me Change is Stability. This is also why Masons don't speak of Politics, or Religion. It makes for a lot of individuals personal feelings, and that is not what Masonry is about. (Speculative and Spiritual Freemasonry.)
The deepest pinnings of Masonry are of course, consistent with the most ancient truths of the Western Mystery Tradition.  And the Blue Lodge is really the perfect preparation for any candidate in that it teaches virtue, which precedes purity of mind and is the beginning of the spiritual journey.  And Masonry reminds us the the truth is speculative or imaginative in that it operates in the 9th or Astral house, where the candidate must learn to separate truth from falsehood.

I am simply referring to "Old Aeon) being out dated. As you know, we have shifted through the Matriarchal, Patriarchal and now are in the Aeon of the Childe. Ra-Hoor-Kuit. By Old Aeon in this thread, I am referring to Masonry being All male at the time of its formation. Not God, Goddess and Childe Oriented.  Your research is still interesting though.
But this is where I say Crowley got it a bit skewed.  Yes, a patriarchal age followed from a matriarchal age...but these weren't the Astrological Ages that formulate the Platonic Year.  Nor do they conform to any theory of the Hindu Yugas.  This idea that 2000 years ago, the Aeon of Osiris began and for 2000 years before this beginning,  we were in the Aeon of Isis is incorrect.  The sets of 2150 (approx.) correspond to Pisces and Aries respectively and an Age of Aries would not be a matriarchal or Isisian Age.  Indeed, for the latter, it would be more the Age of Taurus before that; indicating that the patriarchal Age spans at least two astrological ages.
The Aeon of Horus more than likely will terminate with the onset of the Age of Aquarius (in about 600 years) and so will probably last only about 700 years in total.  I have approximated Aeons to 500 years...and the scheme of Isis, Osiris & Horus can only work in the matriarchal/patriarchal/integrated paradigm if we extend Aeons out to at least two astrological ages.  The Aeon of Horus became confused with the Aquarian Age by the Grant people (as the Caliphate didn't exist) during the Hippie era.  Its many inaccuracies have been incorporated into Caliphate lore...and Crowley himself was weak in his research in this area, which you can easily determine for yourself with a little research of your own.
Remember, Crowley didn't have the advantage of the Internet in his day.
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