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I thought it was rather fitting that if you switch the m and the n in hymn you get hymen. And then I found this:

Origin: 
1605–15; < Late Latin hymēn  < Greek hymḗn  skin, membrane, the virginal membrane 

hymn 
c.1000, from O.Fr. ymne  and O.E. ymen,  both from L. hymnus  "song of praise," from Gk. hymnos  "song or ode in praise of gods or heroes," used in Septuagint for various Heb. words meaning "song praising God." Possibly a var. of hymenaios  "wedding song," from Hymen,  Gk. god of marriage (see hymen). Evidence for the silent -n-  dates from at least 1530. 
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My bad, there's no switch at all, just a different spelling and a suffix.
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So then we have a clear correlation between religious devotion (a type of love) and sexuality. This may be why the Romans and Greeks (and Hindus, their language being in the Indo-European branch) were into orgies (for Hindus, that would be tantric circles) and temple prostitutes. Or at least, where the association came from.

If nothing else, we can see that sex and sexuality are not shameful things at all, even when it comes to religion.

Liber AL chI v57: Invoke me under my stars! Love is the law, love under will. Nor let the fools mistake love; for there are love and love. There is the dove, and there is the serpent. Choose ye well! He, my prophet, hath chosen, knowing the law of the fortress, and the great mystery of the House of God. 
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Just as interesting were the Bards of the Renaissance…those men that sang these (sometimes erotic) hymns of passionate love for their maidens.  Deeper inspection of some of the lyrics these wandering minstrels sang would show a mystical code as sophisticated as the alchemical drawings of the era.
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discussion:

Ritchie--

 Christianity can't erase our need for pleasure, nor can it eradicate the various sources of pleasure. What it can do and has been effective in accomplishing is inculcate guilt in connection with pleasure. The pursuit of pleasure when accompanied by guilt becomes a means of perpetuating chronic guilt and this serves to reinforce one's dependence on a God.
Christianity, with some exceptions, has never explicitly advocated human misery. It prefers instead to speak of sacrifices in this life so that benefits may be garnered in a life to come. One invests in this life and collects interest in the next. Fortunately for Christianity, the dead cannot return for a refund.
Through inculcating the notion that sacrifice is a virtue, Christianity has succeeded in convincing many that misery incurred through sacrifice is a mark of virtue. Pain becomes the inignia of morality and conversely, pleasure becomes the insignia of immorality. Christianity, doesn't say, "Go forth and be miserable." Rather, it says, "Go forth and practice the virtue of self-sacrifice." In practical terms, these commands are identical. 
Finding one's own purpose and creating a moral system or process for oneself is more important than trying to attribute objective reality or philosophical validity to what the opportunists of yore managed in order to intimidate the uneducated masses.
If we commit a tresspass, we don't tranfer the responsibility onto a scapegoat who will then forgive us (Yeshua). We take responsibility for it and depending on its degree, give up certain rights by default if we have violated the rights of others.
Orgy sex isn't a free for all do what you like. There are rules. Unless of course it is fed by human trafficking.
One would expect at least for the sake of consistency that given the obsession about sex in the Abrahamic religions, one of the ten commandments would be Thou Shalt Not Commit Rape. Which I'm certain is worse than adultery.
 

me--
  

It is true that suffering is not a virtue. But sometimes it's necessary, as in the saying,"No pain, no gain." So we may even have to decide what the lesser evil is (whatever evil may be in a situation).
However, there are things we have a ch...oice on what we can consciously suffer for. Whether that's emotional pain with getting involved with someone that you know will hurt you, or physical pain of childbirth (we have anaesthesia now). And certainly, our unconscious and repressed urges cause us pain. "The truth will set you free."The number of people all believing in the supposed virtue of something is not how we count (literally and figuratively) ourselves towards humanity...but whether that something we support holds true, or at the very least allows each person to live as they please.
One person 'pleases' another, or we please ourselves, and we say 'please' when asking for mercy...and mercy spelled as merci is "thank you" in French. It's a matter of being thankful of what you have, right here and right now.
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“There is no art in turning a goddess into a witch, a virgin into a whore, but the opposite operation, to give dignity to what has been scorned, to make the degraded disireable, that calls for art or for character.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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And even in the supposedly more enlightened age that we live in, there are still those that preach asceticism is the only possible way to spiritual attainment.  The essential split in the two philosophies seems to hinge upon two separate conceptions of the human soul.  For the modern Christian, he or she has to suffer the deliberate lie put out centuries ago—that there is no difference between one’s soul and one’s spirit.  Christianity didn’t always hold this error to doctrine, as at one time, its philosophers did see a difference.  The Soul/Spirit in Christianity is then seen as being ‘trapped’ in the body with the ‘release’ of death providing escape to a better world—quite nihilistic, of course.

For us as Thelemites (and for others also that understand modern science), the soul is seen as being the product of spirit’s intercourse (pun intended) with the body and its many symbiotic life forms that together create their own unique life force.  These systems then teach a method that results in what is called ‘immortality’—the individuated soul having more fully fused or congealed the life force of the body with the animating force that is of the spirit.

The animating force is easily converted into the symbolic image of the Beast; it creates the lust for life (again, pun) by which the godhead would involve itself into matter.  And it is created by the desire (Babalon) for life that is the creative impulse that seeks expression in the world of forms; having itself come from formlessness.

This creative impulse astride the animating force creates the individuated being, which in Thelemic parlance is Babalon astride the Beast; creating the Magickal Childe.
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There’s nothing inherently wrong with sacrifice; so long as one has done the cost/benefit analysis.  In other words, one has but to determine whether or not the reward is worth the effort.  If I sacrifice (offer) my free time to career development; when others are barbequing in their back yard on a summer holiday, I might be locked in my office putting together details of my new business venture.  I’ve traded in my enjoyment of the day for what I hope to me the enjoyment of many days in the future and I would have then determined that this was worth the investment.

When a religion enforced by a polity promotes sacrifice as a necessary virtue, no matter how benevolent some of its programs may seem, a fascist environment gets set up; that not only inhibits the Will, but prevents us from wholesome interaction with each other—inhibiting our ability to practice love under will.
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This what Crowley is talking about when he writes about the necessity of overcoming the taboos that society conditions into our psyche.

These impulses, yoked by taboo are of the creative impulses that expose us to a wider field of interaction with the world around us.  But in a sense, that also means that on the darker side, we could devolve into having constantly to reinvent the wheel in successive generations.   This is the (shall we say) danger of operating outside the constriction of taboo.  Within it, we hold an a-moral perspective that explains why our holiest Thelemic female archetype is also called a harlot and a whore…as she is held up as the eternal virgin and object of reverence for “Our Lady.”
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