Thanks, Paul, for that thoughtful reply.  Since you’ve posted our exchange (which I am happy you did), I’ll post my response to you to all as well.  In doing so, I’ll take the opportunity to introduce myself to the group.

 

First, I know very little about Magick and what I’ve taken to calling Luciferians (although I assume that term is technically wrong and perhaps blasphemous).  I’ve always believed in ESP of various sorts, miracles, psychic powers, etc., but only as a natural extension of the real world that we haven’t been able to measure, tap, extract, etc., rather than as anything supernatural or separate from the real world (broadly conceived).  Most recently, I’ve read Gary Lachman’s Turn Off Your Mind and The Lucifer Principle by Howard Bloom, so I have enough information to be dangerous, at least in my own mind, but no formal direct study or scholarship.  And so I am pleased to realize that this email list is for learning and I appreciate the opportunity to lurk and benefit.

 

I am a social psychologist with an applied research orientation.  My doctoral research was on how to increase adoption and diffusion of innovative research and I’ve worked as a strategic planning executive at AT&T and American Express specializing in emerging technologies, such as artificial intelligence and the Internet, and the way organizations and technologies co-evolve.  

 

Then I started taking psychedelics again.

 

Basically, I could no longer deny my knowledge that regardless of how sexy the job, I was in essence, helping large corporations pick our pockets ever more efficiently and increase their hegemony in our society.  It took a while, but I am now back to the clinical practice I briefly had before starting my research doctorate.

 

Here’s my practice (from a recent ad):

 

Psychospiritual Healing & Developmental Counseling 

• “Neurosis” is the natural unfolding of human maturation. 

• Deep life review, awakening to personal history, and clear, calm life planning. 

• Psychospiritual approach to healing and change, peace of mind and human potential. 

• Helpful with substance abuse, lack of direction and existential and midlife crisis. 

• Author of dozens of popular and scholarly articles and a frequent speaker on 

resistance to change, transpersonal psychology and spiritual emergence. 

 

I attach a recent article on psychedelic psychotherapy for the newsletter of the Assoc. for Spirituality and Psychotherapy.  

 

I have a lovely, more-extensive, PowerPoint presentation on the topic, which I will send to those who request it.

 

By the way, I met Paul through a mutual friend, Rick Miller (physicist and author of the Magical and Ritual Use of Herbs, among other volumes), who will be speaking at my salon “Poetry Science Talks” in NYC in December (all are welcome…).  Poetry Science is about just that: A world view that simultaneously sees both animism and post-modern physics, that sees right through Cartesian dualism, that wakes us up and heals us.  

 

Again, for those interested, I will happily forward our list of back talks and add you to our distribution list.

 

Please excuse the length of this introductory post – mostly I’ll be lurking and learning.  I’m curious to see how my ripples will blend with your frequencies…  

 

Best,

 

-- Neal

Hi Neal,
93
Thanks for the introduction.  I'm glad you've taken the time to introduce yourself to the list.  And I'll look forward to meeting you when Rick gets here next month.  I spoke to Rick last night and he's told me he'll be referencing some of my work in his talk.  I'm amazed by this as his and Iona's work floors me.  Over the last few days, Iona has been sending me some unpublished stuff that will soon see print in a few periodicals (one Oxford publication among them) and their association continues to grow to the benefit of us all.
Personally, besides a decent amount of psycotherapy and experimentation with Rebirthing, I've also experimented with psychedelics...though that is years ago now (ending in the mid-eighties).  A couple of years ago, I took spent some time investigating the study of Entheogens on the web, though unfortunately, the people promoting it are really young and uneducated...really just finding excuses for getting high on glamorous drugs and expanding their own narcissism through such experiments.  So I will read your paper with great enthusiasm and hope to see a real correction to this problem in the Entheogenic community.  Do you have it posted on the web?...that I might create a link from my site to this?
My interest in entheogens has recently been rekindled with my study of Mayan culture.  It seems they came to discover what I have been calling the 'Starry Gnosis' through the ingestion of entheogenic substances.  And they especially learned to develop one such compound through the secretions obtained from frogs and toads.  The corrollary with Crowley's 'Crucifixion of a Frog' is an interesting aside.  But for these ancient sky-watchers to be able to make such an intimate connection with the distant stars overhead through entheogenic ingestion in South America, in a time when this continent was unknown to Europe and the Middle East (circa 69 BC) and their making the same discoveries about the false center of the Universe as the Gnostics were doing in the Meditteranean is astounding.
It has even been hinted that John's 'Revelation' was obtained through psychedelic or entheogenic ingestion...and again, a fascinating prophecy in its region that even seems to transcend the other Gnostic scriptures that the later Roman Church would suppress...keeping the 'Reveleation' in its own canon.
And interestingly enough, this 69BC date is the start of what is termed the Aeon of Pisces and the corresponding Manifestation of Sagittarius.  The galactic center discovered, appears in Sagittarius and forms a cross with the ecliptic, surrounded by two other constellations, formed in the shape of a cross...with one for the Mayans, referring to an Eagle, the central symbol of empire (which even seems to have something to do with my study on Dark Matter...article soon to be completed).  However, the cross of course is the central symbol of the Piscean Aeon, retaining its importance up to this very moment.
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Hi Neal,
93
I would urge you to take a look at some of the articles on the GCL site:
http://www.a-m-h-r.org/members/gcl/mass.html
...particularly those in the breviary; some of which I've sent to you privately.
I used to consider the catechisms of the church in light of the Luciferian Gnosis (pun intended) and had them subtitled as such.  However, it was calling to the ignorance in the spiritual community and being attacked as something Satanic; so I removed it from the masthead.
However, the Promethean myth remains integral to both the nature of Initiation, especially that it ignites the neurotic complex that you so aptly identify as a bi-product of the struggle for maturation.  In Thelema, particularly the A.'.A.'., we identify this as the Aspiration...the intuitive 'knowing' (or as Iona Miller likes to say: Gnoing) that there is a certain something to reach towards making a stronger connection with life and living.  This of course, is the fire of spirit, stolen from the gods and causing great anger amongst the gods (the psychic contents of the mind).
The short of it is:  Show me someone without psychic trouble and in harmony with the social fabric of 'sleepers' and I'll show you someone not trying to wake up to this higher life...but re-enforcing his or her sleep.  There's a wonderful quote from Motta that corroborates this nicely (note that Cammy and I have not completed the translation of this work):
 "Certain people have a greater developed astral body than the norm, either due to deliberate training, genetic inheritance, magnetic influences of where they live or the people with which they enter into contact with.  For example, trained Initiates, are themselves, developed to a high degree, but not of a degree raised enough to have overwhelmed the Ego
[1], possess intensely magnetic, disturbing personalities for sensible people who are not accustomed to the existing presence of psychic force in high tension.  In circumstances in the which Aspirants already of a certain development extend the conscience of the internal vehicles with greater ease, those that are not prepared can  become extremely disturbed by the constant presence of an initiate.  Therefore, advanced occultists that, without having yet reached total balance and destruction of one’s powers, and allow the profane to entered in one’s circle, are being imprudent and until indiscreet.  But they cannot, in all fairness, be accused of abusing their faculties. They emanate force involuntarily, due to its high internal load.  The initiates of higher advancement
[2] always live away from the multitude, they not only need isolation for their work, but know its influence produces a violent psychic reaction in profane."

Neal, I would also be interested in your power-point presentation and any of your other writings.  I have an especial interest in trans-personal psychology.  I had a college professor back in the early eighties of whom I took several courses on mysticism and who published a good bit on this subject.  Have you heard of Dr. Patricia Hunt-Perry?
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Hi Neal-

I read you attached article and found it very interesting. Allow me to point out that the West does indeed have a tradition and practice of using plant and mineral preparations for the purposes of spiritual initiation, growth etc. Indeed when reading your ten points I was reading a template about the use and reasons behind doing spiritual work I am referring to.

The main difference with the preparations used in the "Western Inner Tradition or WIT" is that they do not contain any psychoactive compounds like the plants used by our indigenous brethren (and sisters). Yet they do indeed cause stimulate meditative states and elicit mystical experiences. 

The herbs used are ordinary common herbs such as rosemary, hyssop, yarrow, horsetail etc. These herbs are not commonly associated with eliciting or even remotely supporting an experience that can be compared to being "psychedelic". Yet the reports of all those who have undergone the practice are universal in description of their experiences being extremely mystical in nature that most compare to a mild acid trip.

There are two important factors in being able to achieve these initiations with the use of non-psychedelic herbs. The first is that the person must do the spiritual work as outlined, the second and most important is that they be able to acquire and use authentic plant and or mineral preparations made according to the strict guidelines of alchemy. While the first part of doing the spiritual practice is important, I have given preparations to persons who have not undergone the practice or were even aware of the practice and the mystical experience was still achieved. After a few times of this happening I stopped giving the preparations to people without telling them what they could expect not wanting someone to freak out and press my luck.

The mystical experiences start off as dreams, extremely lucid ones that can cause a person to start to doubt the demarcation between what we call reality and the dream world. Continued practice will cause written and spoken instruction to be received concerning the work being done in the "outer-world". 

JHRIII
Ora Lege et Labora

Hi John,
93
Neal...first off, let me tell you that John is a brilliant Alchemist who has taught me a lot on the subject and I've been under his tutelage for some time now.  I've made the plant preparations that he speaks of and have had the experiences he points to...so it is not speculation...but science in its highest regard.
And John, you point to something quite profound when you talk of giving substances to people not spiritually prepared for them...these substances 'vibrate' on shall we say, an electro-magnetic plane or with electromagnetic force that a physicist would clearly understand in terms of quarks, neutrinos, photons and other micro-atomic particles on one level...and even free radicals on the cellular level...that even this is pure science and not the mystical mumbo-jumbo it was once hailed as.
I append a quote from Liber LXV, which one might read in light of a knowledge of free-radicals at the cellular level (a cause of cancer).  And note that this 'plaque' or virus (in terms of William Burroughs) has an evolutionary tint...cancer is not necessarily or wholly evil...but shows humanity's struggle to make a physical-evolutionary leap:
  

12. Then was there silence. Speech had done with us awhile. There is a light so strenuous that it is not perceived as light. 

13. Wolf's bane is not so sharp as steel; yet it pierceth the body more subtly. 

14. Even as evil kisses corrupt the blood, so do my words devour the spirit of man. 

15. I breathe, and there is infinite dis-ease in the spirit. 

16. As an acid eats into steel, as a cancer that utterly corrupts the body; so am I unto the spirit of man. 

17. I shall not rest until I have dissolved it all. 

18. So also the light that is absorbed. One absorbs little, and is called white and glistening; one absorbs all and is called black. 

19. Therefore, O my darling, art thou black. 

20. O my beautiful, I have likened thee to a jet Nubian slave, a boy of melancholy eyes. 

21. O the filthy one! the dog! they cry against thee. Because thou art my beloved.

22. Happy are they that praise thee; for they see thee with Mine eyes.

23. Not aloud shall they praise thee; but in the night watch one shall steal close, and grip thee with the secret grip; another shall privily cast a crown of violets over thee; a third shall greatly dare, and press mad lips to thine. 
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Hi All,
93
I also wanted to point to something I'm researching right now and indirectly alluded to in my previous post...is there a corrollary between beta-decay on the atomic level (the emitting of a neutrino in micro-atomic transformation: converting an electron to a proton or vice versa and involving quark movement)...is there a corrollary between this and free radical formation at the cellular level?  And does the heavy neutrino, which seems to come from the realm of Dark Matter or another dimensional universe (in light of String Theory) have a play in the energy misappropriation in the DNA that seems to cause the free-radical situation?  I note that there is not much difference between the phosphorylation (light) that holds the two strands of DNA together and the light (photons) that comprises the pre-atomic strings that create the atom.
This pertains to the articles that I'm writing right now and as an append to Liber Vox Viva Voce vel Video on the GCL site.  I'll be talking to Rick Miller about this today...as I hope to complete my research here so that I can complete my drafts on these two article fragments set before me.
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Paul,

 

Here’s a site with the Ten Lessons of Psychedelic Psychotherapy article:

 

http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/Ten_Lessons_of_Psychedelic_Psychotherapy1.pdf
 

The PowerPoint of the presentation (attached) is to go up at the MAPS (Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies – research and policy – and if you’re unfamiliar with the site and Rick Doblin [Harvard Kennedy School Ph.D.] who runs it, I can’t recommend it highly enough) , but it’s not there yet – MAPS has a volunteer staff…

 

As for toads secretions, it’s from glands on the backs and sides of the neck and it contains bufotenine and 5-MEO-DMT.  The bufotenine is a schedule 1 drug (like heroin and LSD) but is hardly psychoactive; the 5-MEO-DMT was not scheduled at all although it is the chemical responsible for the intense psychedelic experience.  Unlike the popular story, you don’t lick the toads, you milk and scrape the secretion, let it dry into a semi-transparent hard-ish gel and then smoke it like DMT.  Here’s a good site that tells the story:

 

http://members.cox.net/toadvenom/LaLaw.htm
 

Interestingly, “witches” were know to have added toad to their brews, but 5-MEO is not orally active, unless accompanied by an MAO-inhibitor – a chemical that inhibits the stomach enzyme that makes the 5-MEO inactive orally.  Most likely, scholarship has or will show that other components of “witch’s” brew would contain an MAOI – possibly in the form of harmaline.  

 

Lot’s of the other components of “witch’s” “flying ointments” were psychoactive, especially the “hexing herbs”: mandrake root, henbane, and atropa belladonna, all of which contain scopolamine, atropine and tropane alkaloids.  Unlike LSD, psilocybe, DMT, peyote, etc., these alkaloids are considered “true hallucinogens” in that, rather than simple visual distortions found in the classic (pseudo) “hallucinogens,” the hexing herbs actually create a believable visual, real-world impression that, for example, a person (perhaps the devil?) is next to you talking with you.  In addition, these substances are known to cause stimulation of the sexual epithelial tissue and, additionally, a sensation of flying.  This is the explanation given for the experience of flying to a meeting of the coven to have sex with the devil.

 

In addition to the toad-based 5-MEO-DMT, Darnel (or tares), which contains ergot (an LSD-related substance) and/or other fungi, as well as sweet flag rhizomes, are also mentioned in recipes for various brews.

 

Jon Ott describes this, with meticulous scholarship, in his Pharmacotheon (Kennewick, WA: Natural Products Co., 1996), a masterpiece (a word I don’t often use…)

 

As to St. John the Divine being entheogenically (psychedelically) inspired.  Of course.  The origins of religion have psychedelic fingerprints all over it.  Take a look at:

 

Allegro, John.  The Sacred Mushroom & The Cross: A Study of the Nature and Origins of Christianity within the Fertility Cults of the Ancient Near East. (NY: Doubleday, 1970) and

 

Heinrich, Clark.  Strange Fruit: Alchemy and Religion – The Hidden Truth.  (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 1995.)

 

Both books decode the secret origins in psychoactive plant sacraments of our standard religious traditions.

 

Interesting stuff you mentioned about sensing the constellations through expanded states of consciousness…

 

Best,

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
I like your description of the promethean metaphor for gnoing…  Your description of disturbed people reminds me of R.D. Laing and of the transformative impact of a spiritual disruption.  

 

Don’t know Dr. Hunt-Perry…

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
Regarding psychedelics and the origins of religion, forgot to mention:

 

Kramrisch, Stella; Ott, Jonathan; Wasson, R. Gordon.  Persephone's Quest: Entheogens and the Origins of Religion. (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press 1986).

 

- N
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paul,

 

Here’s a site with the Ten Lessons of Psychedelic Psychotherapy article:

 

http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/Ten_Lessons_of_Psychedelic_Psychotherapy1.pdf
 

The PowerPoint of the presentation (attached) is to go up at the MAPS (Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies – research and policy – and if you’re unfamiliar with the site and Rick Doblin [Harvard Kennedy School Ph.D.] who runs it, I can’t recommend it highly enough) , but it’s not there yet – MAPS has a volunteer staff…

 

As for toads secretions, it’s from glands on the backs and sides of the neck and it contains bufotenine and 5-MEO-DMT.  The bufotenine is a schedule 1 drug (like heroin and LSD) but is hardly psychoactive; the 5-MEO-DMT was not scheduled at all although it is the chemical responsible for the intense psychedelic experience.  Unlike the popular story, you don’t lick the toads, you milk and scrape the secretion, let it dry into a semi-transparent hard-ish gel and then smoke it like DMT.  Here’s a good site that tells the story:

 

http://members.cox.net/toadvenom/LaLaw.htm
 

Interestingly, “witches” were know to have added toad to their brews, but 5-MEO is not orally active, unless accompanied by an MAO-inhibitor – a chemical that inhibits the stomach enzyme that makes the 5-MEO inactive orally.  Most likely, scholarship has or will show that other components of “witch’s” brew would contain an MAOI – possibly in the form of harmaline.  

 

Lot’s of the other components of “witch’s” “flying ointments” were psychoactive, especially the “hexing herbs”: mandrake root, henbane, and atropa belladonna, all of which contain scopolamine, atropine and tropane alkaloids.  Unlike LSD, psilocybe, DMT, peyote, etc., these alkaloids are considered “true hallucinogens” in that, rather than simple visual distortions found in the classic (pseudo) “hallucinogens,” the hexing herbs actually create a believable visual, real-world impression that, for example, a person (perhaps the devil?) is next to you talking with you.  In addition, these substances are known to cause stimulation of the sexual epithelial tissue and, additionally, a sensation of flying.  This is the explanation given for the experience of flying to a meeting of the coven to have sex with the devil.

 

In addition to the toad-based 5-MEO-DMT, Darnel (or tares), which contains ergot (an LSD-related substance) and/or other fungi, as well as sweet flag rhizomes, are also mentioned in recipes for various brews.

 

Jon Ott describes this, with meticulous scholarship, in his Pharmacotheon (Kennewick, WA: Natural Products Co., 1996), a masterpiece (a word I don’t often use…)

 

As to St. John the Divine being entheogenically (psychedelically) inspired.  Of course.  The origins of religion have psychedelic fingerprints all over it.  Take a look at:

 

Allegro, John.  The Sacred Mushroom & The Cross: A Study of the Nature and Origins of Christianity within the Fertility Cults of the Ancient Near East. (NY: Doubleday, 1970) and

 

Heinrich, Clark.  Strange Fruit: Alchemy and Religion – The Hidden Truth.  (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 1995.)

 

Both books decode the secret origins in psychoactive plant sacraments of our standard religious traditions.

 

Interesting stuff you mentioned about sensing the constellations through expanded states of consciousness…

 

Best,

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
Dear JHRIII,

 

I’m fascinated by the way certain non-psychedelic herbs will have dreamtime effects.

 

As you probably know, there are also a range of Western, Old-World psychedelic and psychoactive plants used by animist plant-based religions in Europe.  

 

Lot’s of the components of “witch’s” “flying ointments” were psychoactive, especially the “hexing herbs”: mandrake root, henbane, and atropa belladonna, all of which contain scopolamine, atropine and tropane alkaloids.  Unlike LSD, psilocybe, DMT, peyote, etc., these alkaloids are considered “true hallucinogens” in that, rather than simple visual distortions found in the classic (pseudo) “hallucinogens,” the hexing herbs actually create a believable visual, real-world impression that, for example, a person (perhaps the devil?) is next to you talking with you.  In addition, these substances are known to cause stimulation of the sexual epithelial tissue and, additionally, a sensation of flying.  This is the explanation given for the experience of flying to a meeting of the coven to have sex with the devil.

 

In addition, Darnel (or tares), which contains ergot (an LSD-related substance) and/or other fungi, as well as sweet flag rhizomes, are also mentioned in recipes for various brews.

 

Jon Ott describes this, with meticulous scholarship, in his Pharmacotheon (Kennewick, WA: Natural Products Co., 1996), a masterpiece (a word I don’t often use…)

 

I certainly respect non-psychoactive approaches to understanding and mastering the world, but generally my approach is to use the fastest, strongest method available that can be effectively assimilated.

 

Best,

 

-- Neal

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
I’ve done a lot of research on psychedelic psychotherapy – giving psychedelics to people WITH their consent (I don’t provide psychedelic psychotherapy, by the way) and I’ve thought a lot about the way the client’s “field” from sub to macro, fits into the rest of the Universe, before and then during and after the trip or session.  

 

This is a holistic, “spiritual” perspective, but also a post-modern scientific one.  For me, a world view has to successfully pass through both the spiritual and the scientific filter – a holistic approach that welcomes a broad science and a new science understanding enough to recontextualize and embrace, what we’ve been referring to as the “spiritual.”  Making the science magical and the magic only natural…

 

Of course, to give someone a field-altering substance without their knowledge and consent while interesting and even potentially helpful to them, could be confusing or potentially damaging psychically…  Glad you realized that and moved on.

 

Are you familiar with Salvia Divinorum (active ingredient, salvinorum), a newly-isolated trance-like psychedelic-like substance?  Called Ska Pastora (also, our lady of the valley, I believe) in Mexico.  One of the five sacred plants in old Mexico (along with peyotl, psilocybe, tobacco and morning glory [like ergot, a lysergide])

 

-- Neal

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
Neal-

 

Of course, to give someone a field-altering substance without their knowledge and consent while interesting and even potentially helpful to them, could be confusing or potentially damaging psychically…  Glad you realized that and moved on.
 

Well actually at the time I was doing this I had no idea that the preparations would have an effect on people not engaged in spiritual practice. I had thought that in order to induce the experience certain meditations were crucial. I had shared the preparation with them as a medicine -to help relieve exhaustion-, much to my surprise they came back the next morning and reported their experiences. The first two times this happened I said coincidence, the third time proved to me that the effects were independent of the meditations.

 Are you familiar with Salvia Divinorum (active ingredient, salvinorum), a newly-isolated trance-like psychedelic-like substance?  Called Ska Pastora (also, our lady of the valley, I believe) in Mexico.  One of the five sacred plants in old Mexico (along with peyotl, psilocybe, tobacco and morning glory [like ergot, a lysergide])

 

I have heard of Salvia Divinorum but have never tried it, some friends of mine have and all really like the effect it has. 
 

JHRIII
Ora Lege et Labora
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Whats fascinating with Salvia divinorum and Dmt is that they are greatly connected with guiding spirits and are seen as teacher plants.
How come these substances have such articulate company while others have not ?
I think it all points to the option of dedicating and consecrating its use to something. The two substances mentioned here have just recently begun to be known to the western world, but have been in frequent use by the indian cultures which have maintained its use as part of religious service. The churches of the ayahuasca culture provides still maintenance for this connection, while if cocain ever have been connected with something holy, its consequent abuse the last century must have connected it with the ill ghost of King Elvis; corrupted by armies of impersonaters on their everlasting trip of badtaste feelgood.

Holy substances are desecrated by being used by secularized societies.
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At 21:48 16.11.2003 -0500, Cazmax@aol.com wrote:


In a message dated 11/16/2003 9:28:09 PM Eastern Standard Time, neal@inch.com writes:
<<Are you familiar with Salvia Divinorum (active ingredient, salvinorum), a newly-isolated trance-like psychedelic-like substance?  Called Ska Pastora (also, our lady of the valley, I believe) in Mexico.  One of the five sacred plants in old Mexico (along with peyotl, psilocybe, tobacco and morning glory [like ergot, a lysergide])>


Which, I've just recently discovered is perfectly legal and easily obtained through the internet.  A friend of mine has started experimenting with Salvia Divinorum and has sent me descriptions of some of his experiences.
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Hi Neal,
93
Thanks for the links.  I was quite aware of the witchcraft connection with ancient psychedelics.  But I'm glad you brought this out for the benefit of the group.  Of course, your articulation brings up a lot more than I could have, especially as I've not really made a study of this.  And I really enjoyed the toad website.  Particularly the paintings.  My experience with psychedelics had the psychological scope that I would later come to read about in my own study of psychology.  But there was a visual scope that affected my imagination in the most inspiring way.  I began to write poetry and song-lyrics that described visual scenes.  An old buddy of mine and I used to particularly admire the paintings of Van Gogh and even had one session where we dropped some mushrooms and spent hours staring at a painting (I of course, chose Starry Night).  But Van Gogh's a lot more Surreal than his Impressionist assignment seems to lead people to be.  And as I've told others in the past, Surrealism in college for me, was an intense study (it's paintings and its literature...Cf. surrealist manifestos of Andre Breton) in Western Mysticism...I thought it was the active Yoga of the West in contrast with the passive Yoga of the East, which I had no love for.  (Of course, now I love both). But those paintings on the toad site reminded me so much of Van Gogh...my favorite painter.
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pj
Hi Neal,
93
Laing seems so very much my kinda guy...lol.  At least I can certainly say that he's next on my list to study.  I've made my study of Jung and Reich (particularly enamored by Reich)...and now you've made me more inspired to continue to Laing.
Thanks,
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Salvia is some weird stuff.  My experience confirmed its reputation as a 'teacher plant' or 'guiding spirit'.  Like a visitation.  I was convinced that the spirit of the plant was decidedly feminine and was communicating with me, although the message is long gone.

Ashcroft is trying to put salvia on the illegal drugs schedule I believe.  Timothy Leary's 'The Psychedelic Experience' based on the Tibetan Book of the Dead is instructive in using psychedelics in a sacred context.  For those of us who are secularized.
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Hi Andy,

93

I have some liquid salvia that I've taken a few times with no effect whatsoever...though I've not taken it before meditation (and will eventually).  But either (and likely) I'm more dense than the average person or salvia's a pretty weak substance.  Perhaps I've just done too many heavier substances and am as dense as I suspect...lol.  Haven't thought of Leary's book in a long time...know it's on the shelf somewhere.  Thanks for the memory...lol.
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Salvia is funny. My experiences with it tend to be nothing at all, or

unexpectedly intense. The intense experiences generally involve the bending of dimensions in a way which is really hard to describe... and on a few occasions these "salvia beings" who seemed in some way connected to the dimension-shifting. Both experiences are corraborated by many other explorers I know- otherwise I'd pass them off entirely.

If you want a sure hit though I'd recommend 5meo or DMT. Salvia is usually miss. (I have also been totally unable to pinpoint what variables are involved with "success," a process which is usually incredibly easy with most entheogens...)

ov
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Hi James,

93

Thanks for the validation on my experiences (or really, lack thereof) with Salvia.  I feel a little less dense.  :-0
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I’ve always seen surrealism as representing the dream world.  Perhaps, in the psychedelic sense, this is the aboriginal “dream time” before time and the substratum of the broader (physics) field – the ground of our being and the place where we can touch the infinite and the “ether” that enables distant subatomic particles to react simultaneously…

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
You are so right.  Our competitive, mechanistic system leads to an extractive approach to these substances and rites.  Now that we are waking up, we can re-integrate the full context of these resonant attractors…

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
One of the things that Laing and Leary had in common was the conviction that the doctor-patient split was too hierarchical and power-based.  As such, as a therapist, Laing lived with their patients and Leary took acid with his psychological research subjects.  Laing also eschewed the Thorazine and tried to see how in a crazy world, the sane thing to do is to be crazy.  Laing validated insanity as a strategy and tried to rebirth and regrow regressive patients into healthy, new adults using the then-new milieu therapy.

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
5-MEO-DMT or regular DMT are vastly different drugs than salvia.  DMT

and related compounds (including psilocybin and even LSD) are more your

classic trips (differing in length and some details, but chemically and

experientially similar).  Salvia is a new class of drug with a very

different chemical structure than the DMT-like molecules - and from

reports I've read, a very different experiential profile.  

I just saw some new research (summarized below) showing that unlike the

classic psychedelics that work primarily on the serotonin system, salvia works on serotonin AND opioid receptors (similar to Ketamine), which likely accounts for the sedative/dreamy effect not found with DMT-like chemicals.

Even so, I understand your analogy, as both Salvia and DMT users report

a strong sense of the presence of "The Other" (as described by Anne

Shulgin).

Best,

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.

Hi Neal,
93
You touch on a few interesting things.  First off, Surrealism is about a dreamscape...somewhat...perhaps really a semi-dreamscape or a dreamlike-scape.  And of course, this has implications for the psychoanalytic process.  On a Magickal level, we can take this a little deeper as we consider the cerebellum, that part of the brain that is really employed in such processes and I believe is said by biologists to be more ancient than the cerebral cortex.  In Jaynes 'Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind', there's an interesting anthropological argument for the idea that this was where human thoughts originally were centered and only as we began to develop the intellect, did the cerebral cortex even come into use.  So in that light, the visualization practices of the Neophyte become very important as they teach us something about ourselves that is shall we say, pre-thinking...pre-unconscious/subconscious.  And I mean to bring this out for those particularly interested in the 4th Way processes as this process goes deeper than the articulations of the mind that we normally use (cerebral cortex).
This is an argument that Kenneth Grant (a major Thelemic thinker) makes and I do refer to it a bit in my work called:  Liber Laiad as well as my article on the A.'.A.'. page:  The Ophidian Current.  Part of the discussion in this area centers on the connection between this part of the brain and several important endocrine glands.  Grant even maps this a bit in what he calls the Nightside of the Tree-of-Life and I discuss this in my A.'.A.'. page article:  Howling of Liber CCXXXI.
Andre Breton was repeatedly asked if Surrealism was a Western form of Mysticism.  And he repeatedly insisted that this was not so and that no Mysticism was involved in Surrealism.  But if you read his two manifestos, they read in more than several places like a mystical philosophy.  Certainly, those that understand Magick as both an Art and a Science, understand the process.  But oddly enough, Surrealism started out as literature, before it ever became a visual art.  And I don't believe that Breton ever considered the cerebellum, nor that he had any knowledge of its function in dreams.  This would belong more to late 20th Century science, which was long after his time.
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Hi Runar,
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You hit on something profound here, though I don't think your original post made the whole list...looks like you forgot to his the 'reply all' button.  So I'll ask everyone to read the whole message below.
But yes, I've always thought that drugs belonged only to spiritual people and artists.  The secularization of drugs has as you say, led to abuse.  But I also would counter with the fact that for some secular types, drugs, though originally taken in an abusive format, have served to awaken dormant spiritual centers...perhaps the cerebellum that I spoke of in my other reply.
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Hi Neal,
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There's a couple of inspiring ideas here.  I very much like the idea that perhaps in this crazy world, the only sanity we might find is in those that are deemed crazy.  Wilhelm Reich wrote that he found an extraodinary clarity in psychotic individuals as they could see certain truths, impossible to see for those who are not psychotic.  And certainly, the practice of Magick opens one up to a certain schizophrenic psychosis that is a stage that must be passed through...and after a certain narcissism that is a prior stage for the Neophyte.
I remember seeing a film made by a psychological innovator, a film of a session with one of his patients...he was a bald man with glasses but I can't remember his name.  His theory was of developing empathy for the patient, rather than the objective distance that was the standard mode of psychoanalysis.  He cried with his patient on this film...such a rapport did he develop.  And as it was an old film (I think made in the late 50s/early 60s ev), I can only imagine that Laing might have been influenced by him.
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Hi Neal,
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This presence of the 'other' found through this drug is very similar to the idea of the Holy Guardian Angel in Thelema...perhaps tieing Thelema into South American shamanism.  What I found especially interesting in my study of the ancient Mayans was how they came to better map the skies and understand the astronomical process of precession, specifically due to the use of psycho-tropic substances.  Perhaps this again, awakens a certain eld found in the cerebellum as I suggested in my other posts.
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In a message dated 11/19/2003 07:02:35 PM, rovelli@optonline.net writes:


Hi Neal,

93

There's a couple of inspiring ideas here.  I very much like the idea that perhaps in this crazy world, the only sanity we might find is in those that are deemed crazy. 


YOU KNOW I HAVE OBSERVED IF THERE WERE STILL PROPHETS (OF THE Kind mentioned bythe Old testament? We would have committed them to Asylum (Consider John the Baptist)
Wore Camel hair, Lived in the desert ate wild honey and Locust? Obviously an Anti social
personality threatening the authorities in that way  eh?
regard jsohnmoon3717@aol.com
Unity vs. the frontal lobes

 

It was a devil’s bargain.  Thought, ideation, intent, objectification, ego, the finger-eye-frontal lobe complex.  A devil’s bargain, but supremely adaptive, as we dominate nature and occupy every corner of the globe.  Of course, it’s an old story by now that the very traits, brain functions, neurochemicals, adaptations that enabled us to excel thus far, are now proving counter-adaptive in the form of pollution, extinctions, cancer, obesity, overcrowding, competition, mechanization, social alienation, etc.  

 

And the devil’s bargain was the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  The first division, like light and darkness, soul vs. body, humans vs. nature, christ-ians vs. animists.

 

So how do we heal that rift?  Transcend the duality?  Not by sliding back down the spiral, as Kaczynski and bin Laden would have it, but by powering through today’s modern alienation from nature, all the way up and around to an integral, post modern world view.  Co-existent with the animist tradition, but full-circle and “one level up” on the spiral.  A world view that accommodates counterintuitive physics and magic into one natural science, a Poetry Science, we call it in my discussion group.

 

But first you have to know where you want to go, and then you have to get a vehicle to get there.  Many folks have noticed that there is one vision or world view that visionaries see and report back: unitive, transcendent, accepting, transphysical, indescribable, infinite, whole.  And that there are many ways to get there: psychedelics, spontaneous religious experience, fasting and other mortification of the flesh, ritual, trance, focusing incantations and spells or directed logos, etc., etc.

 

The idea is to see the unitary brain, get back to it, fully experience and incorporate it, but to do so with one’s eyes open, fully conscious, Buddhist-style, for a post modern integration of animism and awareness.

 

Best,

 

Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D.
--- "Neal Goldsmith" <neal@inch.com> wrote:

Unity vs. the frontal lobes

*snip* 

But first you have to know where you want to go, and then you have to

get a vehicle to get there.  Many folks have noticed that there is one

vision or world view that visionaries see and report back: unitive,

transcendent, accepting, transphysical, indescribable, infinite, whole.

And that there are many ways to get there: psychedelics, spontaneous

religious experience, fasting and other mortification of the flesh,

ritual, trance, focusing incantations and spells or directed logos,

etc., etc. *snip*

Hi Neal,

What you wrote above was particularly poignant. I am reminded in Liber LXV chI v39: All they understand not that thou and I are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. We will sail down the river of Amrit even to the yew-groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exceedingly. 
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Camille

Hi Neal,
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Unity vs. the frontal lobes

 

It was a devil’s bargain.  Thought, ideation, intent, objectification, ego, the finger-eye-frontal lobe complex.  A devil’s bargain, but supremely adaptive, as we dominate nature and occupy every corner of the globe.  Of course, it’s an old story by now that the very traits, brain functions, neurochemicals, adaptations that enabled us to excel thus far, are now proving counter-adaptive in the form of pollution, extinctions, cancer, obesity, overcrowding, competition, mechanization, social alienation, etc.
[pauljosephrovelli]  Wow!  There's so much inside of this for the Thelemite.  As you've pointed to in an earlier post...there's something to Luciferianism.  The studious Thelemite knows about the ancient god Shaitan (from whom has been derived the bastardized and denounced Satan), who was according to Kenneth Grant:  "The Chaldean form of Set...The god of the Yezidi whoise stellar vehicle--Sothis--was the Star of Annunciation; the star that announced the rising of the Nile that broght relief to a sun-stricken land.  Shait therefore represents the Star that announces the redeeming or creative deluge of waters.  Shaitan therefore symbolized a magical formula involving the use of the Ophidian Current in its feminine form."
And I'm moved to print Charles Baudelaire's poem (translated from the French from 'Les Fleurs du Mal'):
 

Litany to Satan
 

O grandest of the Angels, and most wise,
O fallen god, fate-driven from the skies,
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

O first of exiles who endurest wrong,
Yet frowest, in thy hatred, still more strong,
Satan, at last take pity on our pain!
 

O subterranean King, omniscient,
Healer of man's immortal discontent,
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

To lepers and to outcasts thou dost show
That Passion is the Paradise below.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thou, by thy mistress Death, hast given to man
Hope, the imperishable courtesan.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thou givest to the Guilty their calm mien
Which damns the crowd around the guillotine.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thou knowest the corners of the jealous Earth
Where God has hidden jewels of gret worth.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thou stretchest forth a saving hand to keep
Such men as roam upon the roofs in sleep.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thy power can make the halting Drunkard's feet
Avoid the peril of the surgin street.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thou, to console our helplessness, didst plot
The cunning use of poweder and of shot.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Thy awful name is written as with pitch
On the unrelenting foreheads of the rich.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

In strange an dhidden places thou dost move
Where women cry for turture in their love.
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Father of those whom God's tempestuopus ire
Has flung from Paradise with sword and fire,
Satan, at last take pity on our pain.
 

Prayer
 

Satan, to thee be praise upon the Height
Where thoiu wast king of old, and in the night
Of Hell, where thou dost dream on silently.
Grant that one day beneath the Knowledge-tree,
When it shoots for the grace thy royal brow,
My soul may sit, that cries upon thee now.
 

==========
This is why Crowley tells us that Jesus was a "black god" and I discuss this a bit in my article:  Reign of the Demiurge.  We have denounced the night (Nuit) and all her stars and from which the Starry Gnosis is born...and of which is perhaps, the Nightside of the Tree...and for the "light" of a grander superstition that envelopes us in the worst darkness.  Sitting through my Mother's funeral mass this morning was godawful!  All they did was hold the congregants to their blind destruction by validating their living sleep...their walking death.  And I know there is no 'salvation' for my Mother.  She has died the death and is no more...how I cursed the church this morning!  And how they consoled my extended family...consolation being so eschewed by Liber AL.  But I here, lament...not just for my Mom...but for all the herd, the sheep of this ugly shepherd...humanity.  And how this 'black sheep', yours truly, has tasted light...alone, again...naturally.
 

 

And the devil’s bargain was the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  The first division, like light and darkness, soul vs. body, humans vs. nature, christ-ians vs. animists.
[pauljosephrovelli] It is the division that starts the Alchemical process that tends to the certain evolution of nature.  The 'devil', Lucifer, knew what was right...again, refer to my article:  Reign of the Demiurge.  But see also, my article:  The Third Covenant.  (Both on the A.'.A.'. page)  And I would especially refer you to a unique writing by Stephan A. Hoeller, Ph.D., called:  Freedom:  Alchemy for a Voluntary Society. 

 

So how do we heal that rift?  Transcend the duality?  Not by sliding back down the spiral, as Kaczynski and bin Laden would have it, but by powering through today’s modern alienation from nature, all the way up and around to an integral, post modern world view.  Co-existent with the animist tradition, but full-circle and “one level up” on the spiral.  A world view that accommodates counterintuitive physics and magic into one natural science, a Poetry Science, we call it in my discussion group.
[pauljosephrovelli] This is where I find the art and science of Magick particularly valuable.  It is the Alchemy that doesn't so much heal the rift as to find a transcendental coagulation that moves us, both humanity and the Earth, to a higher shall we say, vibration (using a pseudo-physics here, but forgive my indulgence).  But I am inspired by this Poetry Science as you and your group call it...and I look forward to meeting with you and Rick Miller next month.  Rick knows that this meeing will occur on my birthday...and it will be the perfect present just to see his talk...but I'm making sure as many as possible will buy me a drink as well...lol. 

 

But first you have to know where you want to go, and then you have to get a vehicle to get there.  Many folks have noticed that there is one vision or world view that visionaries see and report back: unitive, transcendent, accepting, transphysical, indescribable, infinite, whole.  And that there are many ways to get there: psychedelics, spontaneous religious experience, fasting and other mortification of the flesh, ritual, trance, focusing incantations and spells or directed logos, etc., etc.
[pauljosephrovelli] Yes, there are many paths to the top of the mountain.  But few see or are even aware of such a peak, being so moved by the superstitions the pervade the modern world.  True action requires that those of the L.V.X. burn brightly and endure that which Shaitan has endured (as per the poem above)...but not to the martyrdom that the church has made a sacrament and that enforces this superstition.  We must in our own strivings, every day, make that adoration unto Nuit, that is the night, so feared by the superstitious and their demagogues.  There is a battle against superstition and tyranny as Crowley wrote into his Minerval initiation ritual...and these forces have a cunning that has led the various OTOs that now exist, to become but a mockery of this. Yet it is not the Manichean myth that creates this ridiculous war and promulgates a self-righteousness in its adherents that does nothing but enforce the sleep...the great sleep that leads to a very real death.
 

The idea is to see the unitary brain, get back to it, fully experience and incorporate it, but to do so with one’s eyes open, fully conscious, Buddhist-style, for a post modern integration of animism and awareness.
[pauljosephrovelli] For that, I am delighted to say that the program of the A.'.A.'. offers a certain technical method to accomplish this.  And there may be other programs that I am not aware of...these too lead one to the Round Table of Adepts in the College of the Rosy Cross.
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Hi Cammy,
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Yes, the superstitious can not see...Satan, have pity on our pain.
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�[1] An apparent paradox of the invocation work is that we start by strenghtening them and developing them to the highest possible degree, and then finish by destroying the fortified castles that we erected.








