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The Gnostic Circle - LIBER LXV, CHAPTER 1
-----------------------------------------------------------

VERSE 1
93 Hi Everyone, Like I said, I was going to get to this eventually, so here we go . . . 

1. I am the Heart; and the Snake is entwined About the invisible core of the mind. 

As I mentioned in an earlier post about this, the heart with the snake entwined reminds me of the Orphic Egg. In ancient Greek mythology the Orphic Egg was the beginning. It is what everything sprang from. In the Book of Thoth under the Hermit Atu, Crowley describes the Orphic Egg as: The Orphic egg, and the spermatozoa both represent fertility and creation. The spermatozoa is symbolic of birth in the outer world; the Orphic egg symbolizes spiritual rebirth. And from the actual myth of the Primordial Egg from an alchemical point of view:


Therefore in the Fourth Dictum of that ancient book of Pythagorean Lore called Turba Philosophorum (The Gathering of Sages) we read that the Egg is the Vessel in which the Alchemical Birth takes place. The Shell (Testa) is Earth and the Membrane (Hymen) is Air; this is the Conjunctio Oppositorum Minor (Lesser Conjunction of Opposites). The White (Album) is Water and the Yellow (Luteum) is Fire; this is the Conjunctio Oppositorum Major (Greater
Conjunction of Opposites), formed in the Abyssal Water and Central Fire of Tartarus. The Chick is the Point of the Sun (Punctus Solis) where all the Opposites unite and the Opus Magnum (Great Work) is accomplished.


Thus for purification we combine, as Husband and Wife, two holy things, first Sulphur, which the Greeks call Theion, which means Holy, and second the Unbroken Egg, for its intact shell protects inside the twofold Mercurial Spirit, for the Ostrich Egg is illumined by the Mother's and Father's gazes, and incubated in its White Ark (Arca Alba) by the Earth and Sun. For this reason the Ovum Orphicum (Orphic Egg) is half light and half dark, for the halves are Heaven [light] and Earth [dark], the aetherial power of the Male and the material power of the Female; though now separated, they always yearn to be reunited. The hot beam of Father Sun seeks to enter the
body of Mother Earth. Thereby the Egg is incubated. But now the fiery god Mars, whose color is red and who wields the force of Eris (Strife), couples with the sea-born goddess Venus, whose color is green and who wields the force of Eros (Love); from their union Harmonia is born. So also Jove, who is called Maius, mates with Maia, who bears him Mercurius, the Twofold God.
And on the serpent . . . . .


Now I will explain why Vergilius confined the snakes beneath the walls near the gate, for this was necessary to complete the protection of the city, just as one's home is protected by the Serpent in the foundations as well as by Fortuna at the hearth. The Egg and the Serpent are as Woman and Man, for the Egg is the feminine principle of Nature, which is one and undivided until the Serpent coils around it (as we see in the Orphic Egg), and breaks it in halves to release
the Life within. But the Life that issues forth is twofold, preserved and rejuvenated by the twofold masculine potency of Genesis and Phthora (Coming-to-be and Passing-away). For the Egg is the material substrate of Life, but the Serpent creates Life in its developed form; the Egg is the bounty of Nature, the Serpent is energy and domination; the Egg is immobile and conserving, the Serpent seeks acquisition, augmentation, and both offensive and defensive activity. Therefore, while the Egg is the Life Source of the city, the Serpent creates its boundaries and protects them. 


Further, the Egg, which is the primordial feminine matter, is called Hieron by the Greeks, which means Holy (Sanctum), for it is untouchable; but the Serpent, which is the masculine transformative power, brings the matter into the realm of light, and makes it Hosion, which means Sacred (Sacrum) in Greek. The Wall is the child of the Earth, rising from the womb when it is awakened (excitare) by the male power. In this way the masculine Wall (Murus), like the Phallus, rises to the Heavens but is rooted in the Earth. (This is why the Phallus is protective and why it is carved on the Wall.)  Therefore the Wall is Sanctum because it arises from holy feminine matter (the Egg), and Sacrum because it is erected by the male potency (the Serpent). It is Sacrum (and therefore protected) by its consecration to the Celestial Gods of Light; it is Sanctum (and therefore inviolable) through no act of mortals, but because it is born from the Womb of Mother Earth. 

Rise, O my snake! It is now is the hour Of the hooded and holy ineffable flower.
The symbol of the snake rising is a kundalini reference. It can also symbolize the snake that goes up the Tree of Life. Which is a form of the lightening effect through the tree which passes back and forth from the masculine - feminine sides of the tree. It is a tantric flow of power and
energy. It is symbolic of perfect union. The ineffable flower I think is the Lotus. This is from the Secret Doctrine concerning the Lotus: The Secret Doctrine by H. P. Blavatsky -- Vol. 1 [[Vol. 1, Page]] 379 LOTUS AND LILY. §§ VIII. THE LOTUS, AS A UNIVERSAL SYMBOL.


THERE are no ancient symbols, without a deep and philosophical meaning attached to them; their importance and significance increasing with their antiquity. Such is the LOTUS. It is the flower sacred to nature and her Gods, and represents the abstract and the Concrete Universes, standing as the emblem of the productive powers of both spiritual and physical nature.
It was held sacred from the remotest antiquity by the Aryan Hindus, the Egyptians, and the Buddhists after them; revered in China and Japan, and adopted as a Christian emblem by the Greek and Latin Churches, who made of it a messenger as the Christians do now, who replace it with the water lily.* It had, and still has, its mystic meaning which is identical with every nation on the earth. We refer the reader to Sir William Jones.** With the Hindus, the lotus is the emblem of the productive power of nature, through the agency of fire and water (spirit and matter). "Eternal!" says a verse in the Bhagavad Gita, "I see Brahm the creator enthroned in thee 

above the lotus!"; and Sir W. Jones shows, as noted in the Stanzas, that the seeds of the lotus contain, even before they germinate, perfectly-formed leaves, the miniature shapes of what one day, as perfected plants, they will become. The lotus, in India, is the symbol of prolific earth, and what is more, of Mount Meru. The four angels or genii of the four quarters of Heaven (the
Maharajahs, see Stanzas) stand each on a lotus. The lotus is the two-fold type of the Divine and human hermaphrodite, being of dual sex, so to say. The spirit of Fire (or Heat), which stirs up, fructifies, and develops into concrete form everything (from its ideal prototype), which is born of 

WATER or primordial Earth, evolved Brahma -- with the Hindus. The lotus flower, represented as growing out of Vishnu's navel -- that God resting on the waters of space and his Serpent of Infinity -- is the most graphic allegory ever made: the Universe evolving from the central Sun, the POINT, the ever-concealed germ. Lakshmi, who is the
[[Footnote(s)]] -------------------------------------------------
* In the Christian religion Gabriel, the Archangel, holding in his hand a spray of water lilies, appears to the Virgin Mary in every picture of the Annunciation. This spray typifying fire and water, or the idea of creation and generation, symbolizes precisely the same idea as the lotus in the hand of the Bodhisat who announces to Maha-Maya, Gautama's mother, the birth of the world's Savior, Buddha. Thus also, Osiris and Horus were represented by the Egyptians constantly in association with the lotus-flower, the two being Sun-gods or Fire (the Holy Ghost being still typified by "tongues of fire"), (Acts).
** See Sir William Jones' "Dissertations Relating to Asia." [[Vol. 1,
Page]] 380 THE SECRET DOCTRINE. female aspect of Vishnu,* and who is also called Padma, the lotus, is likewise shown floating at "Creation," on a lotus flower, and during the
"churning of the ocean" of space, springing from the "sea of milk," like Venus from the froth. ". . . Then seated on a lotus Beauty's bright goddess, peerless Sri, arose Out of the waves . . . "
sings an English Orientalist and poet (Sir Monier Williams). The underlying idea in this symbol is very beautiful, and it shows, furthermore, its identical parentage in all the religious systems. 

Whether in the lotus or water-lily shape it signifies one and the same philosophical idea -- namely, the emanation of the objective from the subjective, divine Ideation passing from the abstract into the concrete or visible form. For, as soon as DARKNESS -- or rather that which is "darkness" for ignorance – has disappeared in its own realm of eternal Light, leaving behind itself
only its divine manifested Ideation, the creative Logoi have their understanding opened, and they see in the ideal world (hitherto concealed in the divine thought) the archetypal forms of all, and proceed to copy and build or fashion upon these models forms evanescent and transcendent.
At this stage of action, the Demiurge** is not yet the Architect. Born in the twilight of action, he has yet to first perceive the plan, to realise the ideal forms which lie buried in the bosom of Eternal Ideation, as the future lotus-leaves, the immaculate petals, are concealed within the seed 

of that plant. . . . . 

In chapter lxxxi. of the Ritual (Book of the Dead), called "Transformation into the Lotus," a head emerging from this flower, the god exclaims: "I am the pure lotus, emerging from the Luminous one. . . . . I carry the messages of Horus. I am the pure lotus which comes from the Solar Fields. . . . ." The lotus-idea may be traced even in the Elohistic chapter, the 1st of Genesis, as stated in Isis.


[[Footnote(s)]] -------------------------------------------------
* Lakshmi is Venus -- Aphrodite, and, like the latter, she sprang from the froth of the ocean with a lotus in her hand. In the Ramayana she is called Padma.


** In Esoteric philosophy the Demiurge or Logos, regarded as the CREATOR, is simply an abstract term, an idea, like "army." As the latter is the all-embracing term for a body of active forces or working units --soldiers -- so is the Demiurge the qualitative compound of a multitude 

of Creators or Builders. Burnouf, the great Orientalist, has seized the idea perfectly when saying that Brahma does not create the earth, any more than the rest of the universe. "Having evolved himself from the soul of the world, once separated from the first cause, he evaporates with, and 

emanates all nature out of himself. He does not stand above it, but is mixed up with it; Brahma and the universe form one Being, each particle of which is in its essence Brahma himself, who proceeded out of himself." I will continue this all in another message. I know I have a space constraint, blah. -Lynette


VERSE 1
Okay, this is try #3, sorry for duplicate emails...last one came up with funky code since I typed this up in word... Relating chapter 1 to the Moon Atu... After doing some research for a better understanding of the Khephra, I learned that Ra, the Sun God was also referred to as the Khephra. The Khephra, you all probably know is the Beetle grasping the Sun. This imagery
is found in the Moon Atu, which I feel has a great deal of relevance when interpreting this passage. Referring to the Book of Thoth, Crowley states: "It is this Beetle that bears the Sun in his Silence through the darkness of Night and the bitterness of winter." It is an interesting 

correlation that the Probationer performs Liber Resh (Sun), which is a solar ritual honoring the birth, death and rebirth cycle of the Sun as an "Enterer" and also using the "Sign of Silence". Not yet ready for the realizations to follow, the Probationer prepares for what they begin to sense is coming. An enterer has not yet made the rite of passage, instead only starts to open the door and get a glimpse of what's beyond. Silence also carries some rather serious implications, as with a lot of creation stories, it is the word, sound or vibration that creates. Basically, it is a point of
potential, unable to take action, preparing and waiting. So I will go out on a limb here and say that the symbolism of the Orphic Egg here is not the actual spiritual rebirth, but the potential for 

rebirth. The bare mountains behind the two black towers in the Atu can also be seen as legs bent in the birthing position and where they meet the Khephra, still enclosed and attached, hides just below the horizon line of the card. From the moon above drips 9 bloody yods, which to me are symbolic of true fertility. One needn't be with child to be fertile. Those images of fruit bearing trees are more the result of fertility more so than actually being fertile. Fertility is an empty, dark, receptive place. The post on Kali fits in pretty well here. I think the hooded and holy ineffable flower can be representative of the female genitalia as well as the Lotus. The snake rising can also be a phallic symbol, again, in preparation to use the fertility of the ineffable flower.


O heart of my mother, my sister, mine own, Thou art given to the Nile, to the terror Typhon!"
Why Typhon? Typhon was born of Gaia, an enormous, venomous, horrific creature. Crowley and the Moon Atu again: "This is the waning moon, the moon of witchcraft and abominable deeds. She is the poisoned darkness which is the condition of the rebirth of light". The magician is giving up of himself, who he once thought of as in individual, as well as the notions of those before him and those among him, to prepare to connect to the divine again. Interesting, how only the feminine and the magician himself are "given" over, the magician is becoming a receptacle. I believe that the actual start of the unification, or the hatching of the Orphic Egg take place in the next line. 

Ah me! but the glory of the ravening storm Enswathes thee and wraps thee in a frenzy of form.
To raven comes from the Middle French raviner, to rush, take by force, from ravine, rapine (Merriam-Webster); Force, in my eyes, is Chokmah while the frenzy of Form would be Binah. The potential of the previous lines has taken action and shape. Even the universe is bound by the relationship of matter and energy, form and force. Our own births were from the action of
procreative force of the male and the receptive way of the female. The Glory (Hod) is the intellectual, theoretical understanding of the interactions of Binah and Chokmah without yet their experiences. Through this relationship is how the aeons revolve, again, another reference to the
birth/death cycle. 

I await the awaking! The summons on high From the Lord Adonai, from the Lord Adonai!

So the magician awaits the awaking. Well, I remember reading in Ellen Cannon Reed's The Witches Qabala, that the spheres have names of power, and the sphere which has the name "Adonai" is Malkuth. Malkuth's spiritual experience is "The Vision of the Holy Guardian Angel". When I first sent this, I wasn't sure how to sum up, but I think I got it now.


..."O Snake that caresses the crown of my heart!"
Although Malkuth is the bottommost of the tree, it contains the rest of the tree within it, that is, Kether of Malkuth. Experiencing the divine through the manifestation of it. Okay, it's really late now, off to bed....Aspy

 ADVANCE \d 5VERSE 1
****In my Probationer days, I was convinced that LXV was a far more important work than Liber AL. Today, I'd say they are both as important, but on different planes.*****

Agreed. I can't say LXV is more important, but I can say that it speaks to me in a much more personal way than Al does. As a member of the Calphate I had to memorize a chapter of Al just as a Probationer has to memorize a chapter in LXV. From day one of memorizing my chapter from LXV the chapter seemed to embrace me and speak directly to me on a much more personal 

basis that the chapter I memorized from Al. Even to this day. - John


VERSE 1

you are absolutely right, that one part did sound really christist. Transformation is a much better term. Like the butterfly from the cocoon.

As per our conversation on the Heart (female - Adept) and the Snake (Male - HGA) earlier today. In this Liber, it is written in a way to portray a dialogue between two lovers. Each chapter takes its turn as to who is speaking to who. The feminine chapters of Earth (1) and Water (3) is the
Heart speaking to the Snake. And the Masculine Chapters of Air (2) and Fire (4) is the Snake speaking to the Heart. As for the fifth chapter of Spirit.  That is of Ra-Hoor-Kuit. The Child. The chapter itself goes back and forth in dialogue between the Snake and the Heart. It represents the 

attainment.

Now the question is, why the importance of such sensual beauty in the words, why such a deep loving dialogue between the Adept and his Holy Guardian Angel. Well, the relationship between the Adept and his HGA is higher than conscious thought, it cannot be formed in mere words. The closest thing it could consciously be attributed to is the highest thing that our conscious minds can conceive. And that is Divine Love. The love between two lovers that is unconditional, with complete yielding, with the abandonment of fear. Because it is those very things that is necessary to the Magickian within themselves for them to attain. An adept cannot reach attainment and have Knowledge and Conversation with his Holy Guardian Angel unless that adoration and loving devotion is there.  Those are the elements of the psyche that will break down the barriers that
our conscious and subconscious mind puts up. Love is very powerful, it can transform us completely because of its power and purity. Now, for the magickian to be able to reach this within themselves, they have to reach it outside of themselves. They have to be able to experience this unconditional love, this yielding, this abandonment of fear. Because it is
through this transformation that the lower mana can have union with the higher mana. that is why it is so important to always have adorations to Nuit. to show acts of love and kindness, because it will transform the Khu.


If a person is full of venom and hatred, they will never be able to attain. That animosity within them is stemmed from self-hatred and will eat them away and cause more blocks between the conscious and subconscious and make it impossible to form union. The union we experience with our HGA will mirror the union we can experience with a lover.

The study of this Liber will start to change you because of that. It will give you new insights into your own soul. This is part of the "knowledge of the nature and powers of my own being" that is said in the written oath of the probationer. It is part of "Know Thy Self".

I am very interested in a full discussion on this. This is a very important topic and I would like to talk about it further. And I am looking forward to your insights.- Lynette


VERSE 1
Hi Lynette, I rather see this as the psyche moving its "Assemblage Point" from its cultural fixation on the lower mannas by learning to hear, receive (QBL), be "Silent" in order to hear what is flowing in from the higher mannas. I don't see any need to give up or kill the ego at this point. That would be more for the crossing of the Abyss. And then of course, for the lower mannas to develop a passionate love for the higher mannas. - pj

VERSE 1
Hi Lynette: The Hebrew word for 'face of God' PNIAL, makes me think of the Pineal Gland
and its importance in sexual magick...hmmm. - pj
VERSE 1 
Hi Paul, I know!!! Very interesting isn’t it, I had such an AHA moment when I finally looked up the Gematria of it. I was so excited. For everyone's convenience, you can do extensive gematria on

http://www.mysticalinternet.com
 under web gematria. you can look anything up by word or number.  Lynette

VERSE 1
Emily Dickinson (1830-86). Complete Poems. 1924.
Part Four: Time and Eternity

I DIED for beauty, but was scarce Adjusted in the tomb, When one who died for truth was lain In an adjoining room. He questioned softly why I failed? 5 "For beauty," I replied. "And I for truth,-the
two are one; We brethren are," he said. And so, as kinsmen met a night, We talked between the rooms, 10 Until the moss had reached our lips, And covered up our names. - Cammy

VERSE 1
here is the summary of Chapter 1: Verse 1
have fun Paul ;) - Lynette
original verse and commentary:

1. I am the Heart; and the Snake is entwined About the invisible core of the mind. Rise, O my snake! It is now is the hour Of the hooded and holy ineffable flower. Rise, O my snake, into brilliance of bloom On the corpse of Osiris afloat in the tomb! O heart of my mother, my sister, mine own, Thou art given to Nile, to the terror Typhon! Ah me! but the glory of ravening storm Enswathes thee and wraps thee in frenzy of form. Be still, O my soul! that the spell may dissolve As the wands are upraised, and the eons revolve. Behold! in my beauty how joyous Thou art, O Snake that caresses the crown of mine heart! Behold! we are one, and the tempest of years Goes 

down to the dusk, and the Beetle appears. O Beetle! the drone of Thy dolorous note Be ever the trance of this tremulous throat! I await the awaking! The summons on high From the Lord Adonai, from the Lord Adonai!


Invocation of Kundalini.
The adept ``dies'' to the natural world and blooms as a Lotus. He ceases: and enters the midnight silence where he adores Khephra. Then he awaits the coming of his Lord. -Crowley

My commentary:

Liber LXV: Verse 1
Here we start the first chapter. The feminine chapter of Earth and the dialogue of the Heart to the Snake. The Aspirant to his Holy Guardian Angel. Unlike any of the other verses in this Liber, this verse reads more like a prologue because of it's length and how well it sets the stage for what is to ensue in the next five chapters. The verse has 171 words between 20 lines. 171 in Hebrew Gematria is the number of both: NATzL. Which means "emanating from"; and PNIAL. Which means
"The Face of God"; name of an angel. Both I find very fitting for this Liber because it is centered around an Aspirants Holy Guardian Angel and how his HGA emanates from within him. As for 20, in Hebrew Gematria it is the number of: AChVH which means Fraternity; ChZH. Which means a breast, a vision or a prophet to gaze; and FIAT which means I AM. 

The overall verse symbolizes kundalini and the initiatory experience the adept undergoes as he "dies" and then is still within his death and transformation in anticipation for his rebirth. The best way to explain this verse is the break it down, which I have done.


"I am the Heart; and the Snake is entwined"
This is a recognition that this chapter is of the Earth and feminine. The heart speaks in the feminine chapters and the snake speaks in the masculine chapters. The Adeptus Minor is the Heart and his Holy Guardian Angel is the Snake. Liber LXV is written in the most beautiful way. Like a longing dialogue between two lovers. This is to portray the closeness and seriousness of the relationship that the Adept has with his HGA. A relationship that is of divine love. I think that the Heart refers to the Khu. The heart of the self. The true Heart. And the snake of course is the serpent power. The kundalini, the lightening, the phallus, the snake that ascends the tree of life.

Now the heart with the snake entwined is much like the Orphic Egg, it symbolizes Union and Creation. It is perfection. It is whole. It is 2=0.  

"About the invisible core of the mind."
The invisible core of the mind is the higher self. the higher mana. The part of us that the subconscious transcends to. So this represents that the K&C of his HGA occurs in his higher self.

"Rise, O my snake!"
A beckoning from the Adept to his HGA to arise. Like the kundalini.
"It is now is the hour Of the hooded and holy ineffable flower."
This is interesting, because at first I thought of the Lotus or Lily. Both symbols of the white powder in Alchemy. The Cala Lily looks hooded and is a perfect tantric symbol because of the bud in the middle looks like the phallus penetrating the yoni. The bud is usually a dark orange fiery color and the Cala Lily is white. At the top of the Lily it looks like a hood. And when you look down upon it instead of a side view, the flower looks like a heart being pierced in the center. I find that very interesting. Its one of the most beautiful flowers. Interestingly enough, the Wolf's Bane (Aconite) is also hooded. It actually looks like a Monk's Hood which is why that flower also has that name. 


"Rise, O my snake, into brilliance of bloom On the corpse of Osiris afloat in the tomb!"
The rising is that of the kundalini and the bloom is that of the crown when the kundalini rushes upward. As for the corpse of Osiris, I would think that meant death with the hope of transformation. Hence initiation. If he is afloat in the tomb he is descending into the underworld and has yet to ascend from it. So it is in the death stage of initiation. 

"O heart of my mother, my sister, mine own, Thou art given to Nile, to the terror Typhon!"
It is through the women that succession of lineage goes through in Ancient Egypt. The Mother is the Throne of Egypt and the Sister is the Heir to the throne. All Pharoahs undergo an initiation through the women for their power upon the throne. The fact that he has given himself to the
Nile and the terror Typhon shows me that he has faced the ordeals necessary to reach the depths of the underworld and darkness where he will soon ascend from and reach attainment.


"Ah me! but the glory of ravening storm Enswathes thee and wraps thee in frenzy of form."

 The Adept has reached the ecstatic state of kundalini, and has reached the realization of what is to come "Ah me!". 


"Be still, O my soul! that the spell may dissolve"
The Adept must endure. Once he is pushed past the conscious mind, attainment will happen.
As the wands are upraised, and the eons revolve.  The wand is a symbol of the Will. So the upraising of the wand is the realization of True Will. 

"Behold! in my beauty how joyous Thou art, O Snake that caresses the crown of mine heart!"
It is a loving adoration of his Holy Guardian Angel. The Snake caresses the crown of the heart I would think is the highest point. Kether being the Crown. The Heart being the inner spark of the Soul. 
"Behod! we are one, and the tempest of years Goes down to the dusk, and the Beetle appears. O Beetle! the drone of Thy dolorous note Be ever the trance of this tremulous throat!"
Union has formed between the Adept and his Holy Guardian Angel. The tempest of years would be the Sun and the Beetle would be the Genital Chakra Yesod portrayed by the Moon. This forms the link to the throat Chakra of Da'ath. The Beetle being Kephra could also represent the darkest part, the true heart of initiation, the depths of the self. 


"I await the awaking! The summons on high From the Lord Adonai, from the Lord Adonai!"
The Adept has completed the ordeals of initiation and is ready for attainment. Adonai is his Holy Guardian Angel.  


As you can see, this summarizes and sets the stage for all that is to come.
In my opinion it should have been numbered "0". But "1" is just as fitting.  

VERSE 19-21

This speaks to a conversation I'm having with John, which I hope he'll post. So many beginning students expect the teacher to be this inhuman character...that the teacher should not want comfort and joy, that the teacher should not seek to indulge in all things of sense and rapture. And
when they discover that the teacher can say, lust after a beautiful woman walking down the street or seek to enjoy a wee bit o whiskey (as the Irish would say), suddenly they think the teacher is a fraud. This is the Christism inherent in the student and an ordeal that the student then has failed.
After all, the student had a choice, the student could've said..."wow, my teacher is so fully human; he enjoys both that which is sublime and that which is base...all things of sense and rapture."
- pj

VERSES 19-21
Hi Paul and Lynette: Excellent post. I will comment on both of your comments in this post. You
pretty much hit the nail on the head Paul about the student/teacher aspect. In our society, even if the person openly rejects the myth of Jesus, etc, the average person still holds on to that desire of 

perfection, Judeo-Christian morals, etc and expects to see that in their teacher. There is this urban myth that the teacher must be pious in order to be truly enlightened. Look at our forefathers. People somehow think that Jefferson, Franklin, Madison, etc were these pious and perfect little 

gentlemen. Students put their teachers up on this pedestal. The only thing that accomplishes is a huge let down for the student. 

Look at Crowley for example. I have come into contact with many so called New Agers that despise the man and refuse to even go near his books just because he was bi-sexual and used drugs. They have cut themselves off to some of the greatest works know just because the author did not live up to 'their expectations or personal moral codes.' Yet these same haters of Crowley normally admit to being bi, or gay, live in so-called poly relationships and smoke weed.

Personally? I prefer a teacher that does dabble in a little of this or that. Why? Because he or she is not afraid to openly admit that "Hey, I am a fucking human and I have needs and desires like everyone else does." We ALL have those desires and cravings and to be honest? It is not up to me who is or who is not enlightened or an adept and personally I do not think that the Secret Chiefs could really give 2 shakes of a rat's ass less if I or my teacher went and drank a liter of rum.

I think that their only concern would be if my actions caused me to betray the A.'.A.'.

Possibly it is because of christist ideologies many students themselves want to have such a strict set of morals themselves so they in turn expect their teacher to have the same set of standards. In being open and honest, I am a beer drinking, snuff dipping, grit eating southerner. I have my 

perversions and my negative qualities such as being hard headed, stubborn, anal retentive ego-maniac that can be quite vain and self-centered more times than not, but foremost above all I am a Probationer in the A.'.A.'.. As I told Lynette, put me on a pedestal and it will only be a matter of time before I fall off of it.

Well now that I have ended that diatribe, lol I will comment on Lynette's test on Liber LXV.

When I think of black, I also think of Nuit. Yes, as Thelemites we think of the various descriptions such as "Blue Lidded Daughter of Sunset, Queen of Infinite Space, Sky-Goddess, etc" but I want to take it a step further. When I see the sky with the stars within our universe I think more of Isis because our immediate universe is still a part of something that we can
perceive. When I think of Nuit, I think of that vast emptiness and darkness that is beyond our perception. And it is beyond that darkness and blackness that the light is hidden. - JohnVERSE 19-21
this is a very interesting point. and something i havent thought of. Nuit is something that cannot be conceived, so she would be the space beyond space. the darkness that the naked eye and conscious mind cannot see. but what we do see is the reflection of her as Isis. The space with the
stars, because that is part of our conscious mind. And something that we can conceive. This all goes to the Light being the reflection and the Darkness being the ALL. And what is reflected to us is just a small glimpse of the All, it is only what our conscious mind can handle.

I would really like to expand on this conversation, I think we should really delve into the concepts of Light and Darkness and how the Light is just a mere reflection of the ALL and can sometimes be illusory. -  Lynette

VERSE 19-21

YES!!! how did I forget that.  The "light" is the Veil. And the illusion is there as a test. Because if you look at the light too long you will go blind, But if you see the light as a reflection of the ALL (darkness) there is no reason to look at it so intently, so you will not go blind.- Lynette

VERSES 19-21
Hi Lynette: Or the light could be Alchemically transforming them in a blind manner as
justice is blind...both seem plausible as interpretations. -pj


VERSES 19-21
the clairvoyants who see the 'black' as evil are blind in the sense they cannot comprehend its depth (Binah). and sorrow = joy. then there's the "dog" (opposite of "god") mentioned. self-doubt caused by misperception of another is also noteworthy. thanks for all of this :) 93 Cammy

VERSE 19-21
Consider this also from AL: AL II.14: "Now let there be a veiling of this shrine: now let the light devour men and eat them up with blindness!" - pj

VERSES 23-24
23. Not aloud shall they praise thee; but in the night watch one shall steal close, and grip thee with the secret grip; another shall privily cast a crown of violets over thee; a third shall greatly dare, and press mad lips to thine.

24. Yea! the night shall cover all, the night shall cover all.
23-24 They do so in secret ways. - Crowley

The reason for the secrecy is simple. The Inner College of the A.'.A.'. has a much stronger influx from the Supernals than the Outer College, necessarily. Therefore its Magickal Energy is most intense. Yet, for all its sublimity, the Inner College is below the Abyss, and subject to the laws of
Duality and Glamour. The so-called "black Brothers" and their currents are therefore easily attracted by any demonstration of the Inner College's energy, and interference is intense, here more intense than at the lower levels. Silence and secrecy are therefore of the essence. The ancient
so-called "Rosicrucians" had one single solitary rule for the outer world: they were not to be known as "Rosicrucians". Likewise, a prudent Adept will veil his energy and his works with the utmost secrecy. As far as possible he will keep his operations sub rosa if you will pardon the pun. It is not possible to escape interference altogether, since you have crossed that Veil
on one side of which is written 'No Separate Existence' and on the other side of which is written 'No Existence'. The very fact that you are alive, radiating, is enough of a provocation to the "Black Brothers". If, however, you can keep them from identifying the flesh from which your are 

working, and best of all, if you can keep them from perceiving what you are trying to do, you will reduce most of their interference to a negligible level. Thus in A.C.'s novel Moonchild a magickal operation is conducted on two levels at once, but only one level is meant to attract the attention of the opposition and does; therefore the other level accomplishes its purpose without
interference. Normally, magickal operations are not conducted in such a way. Interference with any kind of operation, however, is very common. There are here several factors apparently complex, but ultimately very simple, which hinge on the nature of that great 'devel' Choronzon of which all "Black Brothers" are mere instruments. Crown of violets - the violet is purple, a Thelemically important color, and grows cover of other plants. Much of the symbolism of LXV is homosexual. This perhaps due to the sex of the Writer's body, since the Marriage that takes
place in Tiphereth is that of the soul as a bride to its god. Be that soul incarnated as a male or a female at the time, its formula is feminine in the Operation. Feminine reactions and attitudes are more naturally expressed if the body occupied at the time is female; but for some kinds of
Orgia, in such cases, other difficulties arise. In the case of the Magus of an Aeon, for instance, the work could hardly be done without the possession of the physical image of the Creative Power. - Motta 

Lynette:
I will start off with this, in the Wake World there is the mentioning of Violets, here is that text
and the commentary. I think this will give much light to what the veiled meaning is: Domus IX v. Fundamentum [The 9th House or the Foundation]

In the Queen Scale of color in 777, violet is the attribution for Yesod. A reference can also be made to Nuit as her hair is the 'trees of eternity'; such is the vision of this grade. The flip-side of course, is Choronzon; encountered by the aspirant and is that voice which the aspirant hears for
the first time and which spreads its' own web or trap. Such vocalization will become manifest in many whom the aspiration may encounter as they would have you do such things according to their nature and in spite of your own. They will tell you that they know what's best for you; acting as your consolers. The only way through this is again to keep straight forward and cling with great zeal to the Oath of your aspiration. Stay firm and strong in this abiding by no one thing and no one person other than your inner voice which will manifest itself more strongly each moment as from Yesod, for the first time is Tiphareth clearly seen. Choronzon is way off in the distance and hides within a veil (The Abyss) behind another veil (Paroketh). As such, it can only indirectly influence you by way of outside forces and vehicles such as those people whom Liber AL vel Legis refers to as 'consolers'.

So we came at last in the next house of the Palace. It was a great dome of violet, and in the center the moon shone. She was a full moon, and yet she looked like a woman quite, quite young. Yet her hair was silver, and finer than spiders' webs, and it rayed about her, like one can't say what; it 

was all too beautiful. Lynette:
Not aloud shall they praise thee; Not in words but in silence. Words are the reflection of Silence. They are the Light to the Darkness. but in the night watch one shall steal close, and grip thee with the secret grip;


Kenneth Grant is always talking about the word Secret being a root for secretions. This I believe holds true on this statement. To be gripped with a secret grip would imply sex. another shall privily cast a crown of violets over thee; The violets are symbolic of the "veil" that is there to show that there is something concealed. That will affect the subconscious greatly. That is why veils are used in many initiatory myths. a third shall greatly dare, and press mad lips to thine.
A kiss is a symbol of an oath of the highest level. A true oath and not one to be taken lightly. (as if any should be taken lightly). It takes great courage and knowledge of self to make such an oath from the higher mana as I believe this line illustrates.

These four lines remind me of: The Know, To Dare, To Will, To Keep Silent.

Yea! the night shall cover all, the night shall cover all. The night being darkness and the ALL. So, this means the reflection has been lifted and the magickian shall see the Truth within the 

Darkness.- Lynette

VERSE 23-24
Hi Lynette, 93 You broach something here that makes it a bit difficult for me to point out tactfully. And yet it possibly opens another thread. When you say "the" commentary to the Wake World, that could come across as Crowley's commentary, which some would take as official. This is my commentary to the text. The situation in this regard is two-fold. As per the Holy Books of Thelema, Motta came under attack for daring to publish commentary on them as the then, emerging Caliphate called this heresy as only Crowley should be allowed to do such. This is how they rationalized betraying the A.'.A.'. Later, they were confronted with the fact that
Motta's commentaries were in 'Class C' and there was nothing wrong with publishing a study of the verses. But they came back with the absurd notion that one couldn't tell the difference between which lines in Motta's Equinox belonged to Motta and which were Crowley's. (Motta's were in italics and Crowley's were not). So when Motta put out a number of the Equinox with his
and Crowley's commentaries to the Yi Jing, Motta made sure that Crowley's were in bold and his were in plane typeface...with a mocking editorial in that regard. - pj

VERSES 23-24
Paul: As per the Holy Books of Thelema, Motta came under attack for daring to publish commentary on them as the then emerging Caliphate called this heresy as only Crowley should be allowed to do such.
 

Me: Either I lost something somewhere along the line or just plain confused. I thought in Class -A- documents nothing could be changed, but I dot recall anywhere in which it is stated only Crowley could comment on Holy Books. So I am at a loss as to why the Caliphate would even say that. Unless of course I am wrong and only Crowley could comment. It is of my opinion that while Crowley was the priest/prophet of Thelema, he was not the be all/end all. No one is. Crowley was not born in this Aeon and it is my opinion that there would have been some things that he did not understand. Why would another person not be unable to understand something
or at least get a clearer understanding on it. Look at the work of Achad. Crowley never claimed to be perfect so why is he elevated to that level by some? - John

VERSES 23-24

Paul: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law. The study of this Book is forbidden. It is wise to destroy this copy after the first reading. Whosoever disregards this does so at his own risk and peril. These are most dire. Those who discuss the contents of this Book are to be shunned by all, as centers of pestilence. All questions of the Law are to be decided only by appeal to my writings,
each for himself. There is no law beyond Do what thou wilt. Love is the law, love under will. "

John: But I felt that the comment was in reality meaning that a person should "Live" Al and not just study it. I am finding it hard to say exactly what I mean. Humm. Ok, for a person to read Al and spend time studying it and nothing else being wrong, but to live it and be "Al" was what was
expected. More or less, no arm-chair adepts on "Al." 

VERSE 23-24
ooops, sorry. I didn’t realize that it was just your commentary to the Wake World.
So, I stand corrected. As for doing commentary and that being seen as betraying the order, I do not
agree. Growth would not happen if we did not look at things more in depth. And like you said, its Class C. :) - Lynette

VERSES 23-24

Paul: I would agree with you...live AL...and that's a thread I'd like to see...a thread on the cleverness of this comment. But what I wanted you to see was the part about appealing only to Crowley's writings. This is what the emerging Caliphate used to condemn Motta's commentaries.

Me: But in doing what they are doing, are they not doing exactly what Crowley warned against? They are more worried about what the words Crowley "says" and not what he potentially "means." In doing that, the Caliphate is turning Thelema (the OTO) into a dogmatic order that has is basis on the worship of Crowley. Look at Ron. He lost his mind because the Probationer
Robe you asked each Probationer to get did not look exactly like the one Crowley spoke of in "Commentaries of the Holy Books" and said that due to the change, this could not be the real A.'.A.'. - John


VERSE 25
25. Thou wast long seeking Me; thou didst run forward so fast that I was unable to come up with thee. O thou darling fool! what bitterness thou didst crown thy days withal. Perdurabo hindered his own success by over eagerness. - Crowley

A virtue not very common among Adepts, who usually feat the Angel at least as much as they aspire to Him, and therefore dance like crabs along the way.  But Perdurabo has always been an exceptional Star. - Motta

Lynette: This is a warning to not seek attainment with haste. Because if you do so you will only catch the reflection..- Lynette

VERSE 25

Hi Lynette, you pointed out to me in a conversation we had yesterday, that Initiation happen in the unconscious mind. So in order to expand upon your notion that coming up too fast, being too eager for attainment would only have one catch the reflection, you could add the 'grade happiness' of the conscious mind might get one to presume that one's intellectual understanding of attainment is the attainment. Further, one may then read into every event in one's
life as a synchronous experience that confirms this...further aggrandizing one's presumption.- pj


VERSES 26-27

26. Now I am with thee; I will never leave thy being.
27. For I am the soft sinuous one entwined about thee, heart of gold!


Union once made is permanent. - Crowley

Lynette: This is one of my favorite sets of verses. It is very beautiful. it symbolizes 2=0.
It is the true union between aspirant and HGA. One of the things I LOVE about Liber LXV is the dialogue keeps switching from chapter to chapter from HGA to aspirant, but it parallels a dialogue between 2 lovers. . .- Lynette

VERSES 26-27
I would disagree with Crowley on this. This line could be meant for him alone...that his connection will never be severed. But I see a certain truth in noting that one can "fall from grace". As soon as the Warrior rests on his or her laurels, the old enemy gains way into the fortress and snatches victory from an old defeat. - pj


Me: I have to agree with you on your opinion. I can't speak from experience as I have not had K & C with my HGA, but I base my opinion on humanity. In many aspects, we are frail and if we do not keep constant vigilance with the night watch, the enemy can come through the gates. As well, there is also the enemy from within as well. - John

VERSE 28

 I'm trying to get this chapter done so Paul can so nicely edit it all and add it to the commentaries. He will have lots of fun editing because I do tend to ramble. ;)


28. My head is jeweled with twelve stars; My body is white as milk of the stars; it is bright with the blue of the abyss of stars invisible.  The Angel is crowned with the Zodiac. His body is that of Nuit. -Crowley


In this verse it is emphasized that the Spiritual Being mentioned as "Angel" here is in reality above all the so-called Angelic hierarchies in depth of perspective. We are not dealing with a planetary, or even with a starry nature. The Angel cannot be connected with a particular Sign of the Zodiac, as human beings can. No: his nature is cosmic. He is identified with our own Galaxy, the Milky Way; but it is pointed out that his power is somehow connected with our Sun, since the Zodiac exists only from the point of view of Sol, of course. Thus, we are dealing with a Being beyond us, yet of our own kind, in a sense. He is "of us". See AL I.60. - Motta


Lynette: The HGA is above all conscious conception. That is why he is referred to in the manner of "Milky Way". "The blue of the abyss of stars invisible" - corresponds to what John said previously about Nuit being the total blackness of space "the abyss of stars invisible", opposed to

the stars visible which would be the conceivable as "Isis". . . - Lynette
VERSE 28
Paul has to edit them for...?-  Cammy

VERSE 28
In light of your discussion with John on the invisibility or darkness of the light (aura) of the Adept, the comparison you draw makes an interesting point here. But I would tend to disagree with Crowley here. How can the Angel's body be that of Nuit? The Angel is the union of Nuit and Hadit...Ra-Hoor-Khuit. - pj

VERSE 29

Does it mean it is a vessel (cup) for quicksilver or it already has quicksilver in it?? in either case the aspirant is sacrificing all thoughts, word and deed to his HGA. 93 Cammy

VERSE 31

31. (The scribe looketh upwards and crieth) Amen! Thou hast spoken it, Lord God!
The Adept accepts this as a definite promise. - Crowley

In this note we see the essential spiritual humility of Aleister Crowley, to whom the Adept was but the scribe to his Angel. But the verse says scribe, and means scribe: that syndrome linga sharira + sthula sharira+ prana + kama + manas of which we have already spoken. Naturally the scribe
jumps to the occasion and upholds the Angel's decision. The worst mistake that a spiritual nature may do is to despise or neglect "material' and "animalistic" things. Man, the great beast of the fields, is on this planet and at the present time the Crossroads or Creation: the being which unites
angel (do not confuse with the H.G.A.) and beast in one sole nature, the being where the Four Elemental Forces are to be harmonized, under the influence of Akasha, into the pentagram. It is the god suspended on the cross. Should the Initiate neglect and scorn that lower (but is it lower,
from the point of view of the Infinite Abyss of the Void? For then what is up? what is down? what is above? what is below?) part of the sphinx whereon he rides, by that much neglect will be become less well-served by those faculties thereby represented. And since, so far as we now are able to perceive, the purpose of evolution is the spiritualization of blind matter, by that much neglect will he turn against the cosmic tide. "My adepts stand upright, their head above the heavens, their feet below the hells." Liber XC 40. - Crowley

Lynette: this verse goes with the previous, verse 30. That is why it must be the scribe
that is being referred.- Lynette

VERSE 30

30. Thou shalt instruct thy servant in his ways, thou shalt speak often with him. 

Seems an injunction to the Holy Guardian Angel to keep in close touch with the Adept. - Crowley

Not so; it is an injunction to the Adept to keep in close touch with the "scribe"his physical instrument of manifestation. The injunction comes from the Angel. Adepts frequently dislike going down into the filthy mud of matter to instruct that blind creature of slime from which they emerged as butterflies from a cocoon. This kind of attitude, carried too far, makes for "black brotherhood" on the Adept's part. This subject has been treated at great length by many different systems. - Motta

Lynette: I agree with Motta on this, I believe it is an instruction from the HGA to the Adept instead of the other way around.- Lynette


VERSE 30

Hi Lynette,  think they are both possibly correct. The Adept as 'Asar un nefer' or 'Myself made perfect' is the higher, more conscious human. This could be also called the Adeptus Minor (Within). And then there's the Adeptus Minor (Without) that would be the praeter-human or Guardian Angel connection. - pj

VERSE 31 
the scribe is at Malkuth...the HGA is at Tiphareth...and as Choronzon goes beyond to Kether

- Cammy

VERSE 32-40
32. Further Adonai spake unto V.V.V.V.V. and said:
33. Let us take our delight in the multitude of men! Let us shape unto ourselves a boat of mother-of-pearl from them, that we may ride upon the river of Amrit!


Proposal to view phenomena from the new standpoint. - Crowley

Lynette: note, here are the comments by Motta on Liber LXV: Ch. 1: verses 39-40.
39. All they understand not that thou and I are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. We will sail down the river of Amrit even to the yew-groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exceedingly. 

40. The joy of men shall be our silver gleam, their woe our blue gleam -- all in the mother-of-pearl.

. . . on the plane where the river of Amrit flows, he and his Angel are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. The boat, besides being a female symbol, is a symbol of the persistence of life through generations. Mother-of-pearl is the substance that gives origin to the pearl, which is
sacred to the Moon and to Binah. Mother-of-pearl indicates therefore She who is the Mother of Binah, that is to say, Nuit. - Motta

Lynette:
I will start with the Pearl and Mother of Pearl . . . .

The Pearl is a very sexual symbol. Remember, it is from the titan Kronos who castrated his father Ouranos, and then cast the severed genitals into the sea. From the foam that gathered around the member, Aphrodite emerged. The pearl is formed within the Mother of Pearl inside of the shell. It is a symbol of the spermatoza (sp?). Of the fertilized egg. Aphrodite is the Pearl, she is the archetypal representation of Divine Love. And being this, the Mother of Pearl is the "vessel". The Vessel for Divine Love.
Here is the other mentions of Pearl within the Holy Books:
Liber Liberi vel Lapidis Lazuli, I:24. From the lightning fall pearls; from the pearls black specks of nothing. Liber Liberi vel Lapidis Lazuli,III:10. Therein is a pearl. Liber Liberi vel Lapidis Lazuli, III:11. O Pearl! thou hast come from the majesty of dread Ammon-Ra. Liber Liberi vel
Lapidis Lazuli, III:12. Then I the priest beheld a steady glitter in the heart of the pearl. Liber Causae, History:11. We must pass over the unhappy juggleries which characterized the next period. It has throughout proved impossible to elucidate the complex facts. We content ourselves,
then, with observing that the death of one of his two colleagues, and the weakness of the other, secured to S.R.M.D. the sole authority. The rituals were elaborated, though scholarly enough, into verbose and pretentious nonsense: the knowledge proved worthless, even where it was correct: for it is in vain that pearls, be they ever so clear and precious, are given to the swine. The ordeals were turned into contempt, it being impossible for any one to fail therein. Unsuitable candidates were admitted for no better reason than that of their worldly prosperity. In short, the Order failed to initiate. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, I:33. Let us take our delight in the multitude of men! Let us shape unto ourselves a boat of mother-of-pearl from them, that we may ride upon the river of Amrit! Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, I:39. All they understand not that thou and I are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. We will sail down the river of Amrit even to the
yew-groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exceedingly. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, I:40. The joy of men shall be our silver gleam, their woe our blue gleam -- all in the mother-of-pearl. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, III:60. I have descended, O my darling, into the black shining waters, and
I have plucked Thee forth as a black pearl of infinite preciousness. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, IV:13. The guests dally upon couches of mother-of-pearl in the garden; the noise of the foo
from them. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, V:1. Ah! my Lord Adonai, that dalliest with the Magister in the Treasure- House of Pearls, let me listen to the echo of your kisses. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, V:27. Thou shalt rejoice in the pools of adorable water; thou shalt bedeck thy damsels with pearls of fecundity; thou shalt light flame like licking tongues of liquor of the Gods between the pools.

Ok, now for the River of Amrit . . . .

Here is Amrit mentioned in the Holy Books . .
Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, I:33. Let us take our delight in the multitude of men! Let us shape unto ourselves a boat of mother-of-pearl from them, that we may ride upon the river of Amrit! Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, I:39. All they understand not that thou and I are fashioning a
boat of mother-of-pearl. We will sail down the river of Amrit even to the yew-groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exceedingly. Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, I:41. (The scribe was wroth thereat. He spake: O Adonai and my master, I have borne the inkhorn and the pen without pay, in order that I might search this river of Amrit, and sail thereon as one of ye. This I demand for my fee, that I partake of the echo of your kisses.) Liber Cordis Cincti Serpente, II:15. The river also became the river of Amrit, and the little boat was the chariot of the flesh, and the sails thereof the blood of the heart that beareth me, that beareth me.

>From Kenneth Grants: Aleister Crowley and the Hidden God:
When the Great Magical Power (Kundalini) is roused to activity, it energizes the chakras in the body of the Scarlet Woman, generating vibrations that influence the chemical composition of her glandular secretions. After appropriating the amrit ("nectar") precipitated at any given chakra, these
vibrations inform the fluids which flow from the genital outlet. 

Amrit (Skt.): In a religious context, " nectar of the gods"; in magical terms, an elixir emanating from the kalas (q.v.). It is the Supreme Kala!

Amrita is the Elixir of Life, the Ambrosia of Immortality. It is the true meaning of the "nectar of the Gods".

>From the Magickal Revival by Kenneth Grant:
The 51 sections of the Goddess Sati: The fifty-one members correspond to the fifty-one letters of the Sanskrit alphabet, each of which represents the mantric or vibratory key to secret zones of the goddess. Their special combination forms the mantras used in the rites of Her worship; they awaken
the subtle centers and control the flow of elemental energy which Her body contains, or, rather, which She attracts from the cosmic spheres and transmutes through Her body into the nectar of immortality; amrit

>From the Book of Thoth: The Star

. . . The left hand, lowered, holds a silver cup, from which also she pours the immortal liquor of her life. (This liquor is the Amrita of the Indian philosophers, the Nepenthe and Ambrosia of the Greeks, the Alkahest and Universal Medicine of the Alchemists, the Blood of the Grail; or, rather,
the nectar which is the mother of that blood. She pours it upon the junction of land and water. This water is the water of the great Sea of Binah; in the manifestation of Nuith on a lower plane, she is the Great Mother. For the Great Sea is upon the shore of the fertile earth, as represented by

the roses in the right hand corner of the picture. But between sea and land is the "Abyss", and this is hidden by the clouds, which whirl as a development of her hair: "my hair the trees of Eternity". (AL. I, 59).

There are numerous mentions of Amrit in the Bhagavad Gita, if anyone is interested in these, I will dig them up and post them also. Ok, I'll post more on this in a bit. Need mental break. lolol
- Lynette

VERSES 32-33

ok, for some more comments about this.
The Boat is a feminine symbol. It stands for woman and endurance. The Mother of Pearl is the essence of Nuit, it is the vessel. and Amrit is the Ambrosia of the Gods, the elixir of life, the supreme kala, the secretions of the scarlet woman. The gateway to attainment.

I believe that these 2 verses is a testament to the Scarlet Woman. 


"Let us shape unto ourselves a woman that is a supreme vessel, that we may be consumed in the elixer of life"
Keep this in mind, because the same symbols will reappear in the next few verses. They are important symbols and exist throughout the Holy Books. - Lynette
VERSES 34-36

34. Thou seest yon petal of amaranth, blown by the wind from the low sweet brows of Hathor?
35. (The Magister saw it and rejoiced in the beauty of it.) Listen!
36. (From a certain world came an infinite wail.) That falling petal seemed to the little ones a wave to engulf their continent.


Two points of view: as a girl's smile involves the death of many cells in her body. - Crowley

Lynette: where do I start . . . . .
I have to admit, I have no clue where Crowley gets that idea from. I'm sure its there, right in front of me, but I don't see it. If the verses are referring to a girl, the only sense that would make is if the girl was a symbol of innocence and the falling petals was the losing of innocence or the gaining of knowledge. This does remind me of Kore as she is being abducted by her Uncle Hades. As Kore she is the young innocent that is attributed to flowers. As she was taken into the Underworld and was transformed into Persephone all that could be heard was a wailing. Her transformation / initiation into Persephone would be symbolized by petals falling because it would be the same as a butterfly emerging from the cocoon.

As for the symbols:
Amaranth:
In the Temple of Solomon the King, Amaranth is a flower used in the devotion of the King.

Amaranth is a small flower that blooms only from August to the first frost. The name is from the Greek meaning "unfading". The Greeks also saw the flower as one of Immortality because of how long it could stay fresh after being picked. They use to spread the flowers over graves. So there is a lot of funerary customs surrounding this flower. It was also used by the Aztecs: Noble child of the sun, amaranth represented the secret of the Aztec people ´s strength. Without 

understanding why and creating many religious myths around this reality, the Aztecs came to venerate this seed and use it in many religious rites, including human sacrifices. They knew that amaranth gave them the strength and extraordinary vigor fundamental to their conquests and the greatness of their empire.

As for Hathor:
She is the Goddess of Joy, Music, Feasting, Beauty and Beer. It was Hathor that was sent out by Ra to destroy humankind, but when Ra saw the error of this judgment he came down as a human and added barley to the rivers of blood which Hathor drank and passed out. Hence the birth of Beer.
here is some more on her myth . . . . read carefully because turquoise makes an appearance ;)
When one talks about the basic personification of creative/regenerative processes in Egyptian religion, one must start at its base with a goddess.  Of the many goddesses which grace the pantheon, Hathor is one of the most easily recognizable, and yet mysterious, of deities - even to the casual observer. So vast is her influence, Hathor existed for the entire history of the ancient Egyptian culture as a powerful and influential deity. Iconographically, the goddess usually is represented as a beautiful woman, swathed in turquoise (her sacred color) or red raiment, wearing a headdress of the sun-disk surmounted between two elongated cow-horns. In Egyptian, she is called Hwt-Hr, which is usually translated as "House of Horus", referring to the elder Horus (Haroeris, or Re-Horakhty). In hieroglyphs, her name is represented as a large enclosure with a Horus falcon within. From this, we surmise that Hathor is to be seen as the great sky itself, holding Horus within her womb, which is poetically referred to as "house". In this form, we can see that Hathor is both a solar sky-goddess with a maternal aspect and a personification of the night-time sky as well. It is likely that these maternal aspects were combined via the cow attributes with her early identification with a much older sky-goddess called MHt wr.t (Mehetweret or Methyer), translated as "Great Flood", and referring to the nocturnal sky-ocean. This goddess, in the full form of a cow, is stated to have risen from the primeval sky-waters and as part of her various acts of creation, gave birth to the sun-god Ra, and after so bearing him, placed him (as a disk) between her horns. That Hathor is identified with MHt wr.t is certain
by references of the two as one in the Book of the Dead (Spell 186) where both are referred to as the wD3t (wadjet, or "Eye of Horus"). However, this ancient cow-goddess appears to have had no independent cult of her own, and was likely a conceptual figure of primeval creation; it is presumed that Hathor absorbed most of her sky attributes as early as the Old Kingdom, as
exhibited by the many references of the two as identical in both the Pyramid and Coffin Texts.

Ok, more on this in a bit,
If anyone has some more info on Hathor, please chime in, My knowledge of Egyptian Myth is limited to basics.  Looking forward to your comments - Lynette

VERSE 34-36
Lynette: Two points of view: as a girl's smile involves the death of many cells in her body. - Crowley

Me: Damn I thought only I felt that way. I have some ideas on that if you give me a little bit to put them in a workable paragraph. - John

VERSE 37

Hi Lynette: Another thing about what Motta's saying is in destroying with the dagger... err...destroying the "old house", we are using the intellect and analytic (divisive) skills to examine "The rituals of the old time..." and taking the mystique out of them. This is a current of energy that can be seen going around the earth, which means the line means more than that this
was Crowley's work to do. I'm thinking of the Roman church changing from a Latin mass to an English mass/mass of the local language in the country a particular church of their resides in. In this example, the mystique is removed from the mass and the mass as well as all of the Roman grimoire can be then, easily analyzed and criticized. From this, its formulas are debunked and a new ritual, such as the Gnostic Mass is build instead. - pj

VERSE 37
the Egyptian god Set, who killed (black or old aeonic) Osiris/Asar and whom Horus took revenge upon. and the HGA, Lord Adonai, is also called serpent Apep. 93 Cammy

VERSES 39-40

keep in mind, some of the symbols within these verses were already discussed in the comments on Verse 33.

39. All they understand not that thou and I are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. We will sail down the river of Amrit even to the yew-groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exceedingly.

40. The joy of men shall be our silver gleam, their woe our blue gleam – all in the mother-of-pearl.

But the whole relation is allusion. In reality the Angel and the Adept are simply arranging to sail through eternity together; the Work of the Adept in redeeming Mankind is only an image seen as he fashions his mother-of-pearl. - Crowley

Well, not quite. The relation is very real: only, on the plane of men the Adept seems to be busy "saving" mankind; on the plane where the river of Amrit flows, he and his Angel are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. The boat, besides being a female symbol, is a symbol of the persistence of life through generations. Mother-of-pearl is the substance that gives origin to the pearl, which is sacred to the Moon and to Binah. Mother-of-pearl indicates therefore She who is the Mother of Binah, that is to say, Nuit.


The supposed process of "salvation" of mankind is therefore a magickal process of immortalization, or perpetuation, of that complex of energies which we call the Adept. To go deeper into this subject at present would be to foster speculation and fantasy in the inexperienced. Suffice it to say that this whole process is quite commonplace. All adepts go through it. We refer serious students to AL II.44. - Motta

Lynette:
this is from my comments on verse 33: The Boat is a feminine symbol. It stands for woman and endurance. The Mother of Pearl is the essence of Nuit, it is the vessel. and Amrit is the Ambrosia of the Gods, the elixir of life, the supreme kala, the secretions of the scarlet woman. The gateway to attainment.

I believe that these 2 verses are a testament to the Scarlet Woman. As for the Yew, that is a tree of death and of the underworld. It can live very long so it has been connected with immortality. It also hives off many other trunks so it has been referred to as a Mother.

As for the Yew groves of Yama, I think it might be referring to the famous Yew Tree on Mt. Kunimi-Yama in Akadama, Ryotsu. It is known to be one of the largest in the world. I might be wrong though. I don't know what else Yama could mean.  Now both silver and blue are attributed to the 13th Path of the High Priestess. The Blue being the King Scale. Silver being the metal. And
mother-of-pearl is symbolic of a "vessel" which a High Priestess is. The HPS is a physical "vessel".

But as for their joy and their woe, i haven’t figured that one out yet. I have to ponder that one
for a bit.
But these two verses and 32-33 keep making me think of the Scarlet Woman. Maybe I'm just reading too much Grant lately lol. Its all the imagery of the Mother-of-Pearl that is doing it. I attribute
that to be a vessel for the pearl, as the Cup of Babalon is a vessel of Nuit, and the Scarlet Woman is the vessel of the Supreme Kalas. - Lynette
VERSES 41-42

ok, my goal today is to finish this chapter so i can do the task of compiling it all for paul to edit.
you should have lots of fun paul i do tend to ramble ;)

41. (The scribe was wroth thereat. He spake: O Adonai and my master, I have borne the inkhorn and the pen without pay, in order that I might search this river of Amrit, and sail thereon as one of ye. This I demand for my fee, that I partake of the echo of your kisses.)
42. (And immediately it was granted unto him.)


41-42 The human mind demands to be relieved of its sorrow by seeing Nature in this light on the ground that it has served the Masters with unselfish devotion. - Crowley

Nonsense! The human mind demands the reward for which it has been willing to bear the inkhorn and the pen without material reward. Its devotion has been entirely selfish, but intelligent. Else the mind would be unsound. It is a lie, this folly against self. We do not serve the Masters because we are slaves who will to serve. We serve them in order to learn their "secrets"
and become Masters ourselves. (They have, in reality, no "secrets". Their only secret is their greater awareness and experience. By serving them, we increase ours.) The scribe in the verses, indignant upon realizing that the Adepts are not really "saving" anybody but themselves, demands the fulfilment of his contract. The accounting is immediately done, for the Masters, unlike "black brothers", pay their debts. - Motta

Lynette: It is a recognition of the next step of initiation. A transcendence point. It is the putting in words of something that is already known by the HGA and the Master. It is the Wanga to the Obeah of the work.- Lynette

VERSE 43
43. (Nay; but not therewith was he content. By an infinite abasement unto shame did he strive. Then a voice:) 

The mind demanded complete relief. - Crowley

 Not so: complete initiation.
It is abased in shame because it realizes how gross and perceptionless it is compared to the Angel and its Master (the Buddha-Consciousness). - Motta

Lynette: The Adept strives and struggles for the complete yielding that is necessary. The letting go of the ego and allowing the attainment.- Lynette


VERSES 44-46

44. Thou strivest ever; even in thy yielding thou strivest to yield -- and lo! thou yieldest not.
45. Go thou unto the outermost places and subdue all things.
46. Subdue thy fear and thy disgust. Then -- yield!


By "everything possible" is meant the "outermost". This refers to the outermost boundaries of consciousness, which of course includes the microcosmic qliphoth. It is a well-known fact that we do not know the external universe, we know only the reaction produced in our consciousness
by the contact of our "ego"the Ahamkara with it. This contact is constantly shifting, and the Ahamkara itself is a living, that is, a dynamic, thing. The Universe includes "demons", elementals, larvae, "shells" of the Qabalists it includes, indeed, all kinds of very nasty things of which we are not usually aware, for we rarely take the trouble of extending consciousness to the
outposts of our being. Yet, intelligence in the sense of efficient communication is one of the priorities in a successful army. Our consciousness is a Legion, but unless this Legion is disciplined and has a General in command, we are victims of some form of insanity or another. 

And if parts of our Legion are under our control, but we are not even aware of the existence of others, it cannot be said that the Commander is truly a General. The General commands all. All this is connected with the legend that the Christ-consciousness the Adept has to go down into hell. The forces which are strong enough, gross enough, insensitive enough and yet sensitive
enough at the same time to sustain our contact with the external Universe partake, of necessity, of the nature of this external Universe. Thus the "pagans" and "godless" and "demons" which inhabit the boundaries of the Circle of the Magician. The circle must expand continuously, and 

control over environment is the aim of the Master. He must subdue all things including his fear and his disgust of the most external things. Only when he is the true Commander of himself the true Master of the Temple is he qualified to yield to the Angel. His expansion of consciousness is always in direct proportion to his extent of self-control. Thus it can be perceived that any Initiate who becomes static is undergoing a psychic state similar to brothers". Usually, however, the Enemy, the external Universe, soon comes to strike his shield and defy him to mortal combat in the eternal Comedy-Tragedy of Pan. If this does not happen and sometimes, in the Play of the Waters, a twig may remain stationary for a season (see Liber Aleph, 166) then the Initiate may temporarily become like a "black brother"indeed. The only difference will be in the telepathic influence if any! - Motta

Lynette: If one strives to yield, they are consciously thinking of yielding. Yielding does not happen in the conscious mind, so thinking of it will keep true yielding. It only occurs once the magickian has let go of his fears and boundaries of his conscious mind. - Lynette

VERSES 47-48
now for my favs in this chapter because they have to do with my favorite myth of Persephone's 

descent into the underworld.

47. There was a maiden that strayed among the corn, and sighed; then grew a new birth, a narcissus, and therein she forgot her sighing and her loneliness.
48. Even instantly rode Hades heavily upon her, and ravished her away. 

47 -- 48 Persephone, the earth-bound soul. Corn = material nourishment; its result is sorrow. Narcissus = the sexual instinct flowering as Beauty. Instantly the soul forgets the ``corn'' and desires the flower, Hades comes and carries her off. Hades is the lord of ``Hell,'' i.e., the dark andsecret but divine Soul within every man and woman. The rape thus means that the desire for Beauty awakes the Unconscious Self who then takes possession of the Soul, and enthrones her, only allowing her return to earth (Knowledge of the material world) at certain seasons, in order to attend to the welfare of mankind. - Crowley

Lynette: Crowley puts this in the best way. The corn is the material world. The conscious mind, the body we are bound to. And the flower is the spark within, the awakening of the self and the door opening for initiation. it is the lifting of the veil. Hades taking her away represents the struggle that the conscious mind will have in letting the darkness of the subconscious to take over. So the magickian will no longer see the reflection in the light but the All in the darkness.
It is a switch of roles. Instead of the conscious mind allowing the self to delve into the darkness at intervals, the Darkness allows the mind to ascend into the light. Both Hades and Persephone are incomplete without the other. Both of them and the myth represent a complete initiation of the soul. They are both forlorn for the other and only complete when together. 

Sidenote: It was Zeus, Hades brother and Persephone's father who arranged the marriage of Persephone and Hades. Zeus representing the highest of the Gods, Kether recognizes the importance of this union and chooses not to inform Persephone or her mother Demeter of this.
It is that shock that causes the biggest impact of the initiation. Like fear, it disrupts the conscious mind and forces it into a different state. Which is necessary in initiation. That is why in many initiation ceremonies the postulant is blindfolded or scared.- Lynette

VERSE 41-42
the HGA is universal...the individual identifies himself with one. as for the Narcissus story, it is in the one about Echo. 93 Cammy

VERSES 49-50

49. (Then the scribe knew the narcissus in his heart; but because it came not to his lips, therefore was he shamed and spake no more.) 

I was seized by the impulse to adore Beauty, and felt ashamed at my inability to write a poem on the spot which should be worthy of the theme. - Crowley

Nevertheless, this is exactly what he was doing then, writing LXV! But of course, it was not the scribe who was writing it. Or so the scribe thought. This kind of seesaw effect is characteristic of the operation of the Ahamkara, or Ego-making faculty, and must be carefully studied. See and
compare LXV I.23-26. - Motta

Lynette: It is the realization by the Adept that there are no words to describe this divine love and adoration he has with his HGA. The writing of Liber LXV was the closest that words can get. A complete poetic devotion on the sacredness of this love. That could only be expressed as from the hearts of two lovers. - Lynette

50. Adonai spake yet again with V.V.V.V.V. and said: The earth is ripe for vintage; let us eat of her grapes, and be drunken thereon.
50-58 An elaborate Parable in dialogue. 

The Angel bids the Adept rejoice in certain events which are about to occur on earth. - Crowley

Lynette: The grapes are symbolic of the wine they create. That is why grapes are sacred to both Dionysus and Pan. The Grape and the Wine represent the Blood of the Divine on Earth. Drinking of it symbolizes union with the Divine. To be drunken upon it is symbolic of the yielding of the conscious mind and the transcendence that occurs in attainment. - Lynette
VERSE 49
Hi Lynette: Though I think Motta has an excellent point in his comment...it's from a purely intellectual or technical analysis of the verse that he reflects upon. Crowley expresses his more passionate relationship with the memory of the experience he had at this point. Though his comment is not clear. It doesn't have the emotional tone of the languor he felt when his experience
transcended his words and his rapture was careening. Yes, your insight into this language of love is quite profound. - pj

VERSE 51
51. And V.V.V.V.V. answered and said: O my lord, my dove, my excellent one, how shall this word seem unto the children of men? 

The Adept doubts whether his doctrine will be understood rightly by mankind. - Crowley

Lynette: The Adept is worried that the aspirants that read his words won’t feel what he feels. Because these words are just a mere reflection of the experience that cannot be expressed in words.- Lynette

VERSE 51-52
it was the same thing with Crowley's founding of the A.'.A.'. and naming it. he wanted it to be universal. - Cammy

VERSES 51-52
Hi Cammy,***in Genesis a dove brings Moses an olive branch when it is safe to come out from the ark and onto land.***
Actually it was Noah that was in the ark. Moses was the one that led the Israelites from Egypt. - 

John

VERSE 52

ok, this is the real 52, the last one was 51. (it’s 1am, what do you people want from me ;)

52. And He answered him: Not as thou canst see. It is certain that every letter of this cipher hath some value; but who shall determine the value? For it varieth ever, according to the subtlety of Him that made it. 

The Angel agrees; but is more skeptical still, suggesting that any event may be taken as meaning anything one chooses. - Crowley

Not exactly this: The Angel rather intimates that messages produced from certain levels of consciousness are universal in character, and can be translated by the listener into terms related to his or her own from a of reference without thereby diminishing their basic meaning or import. Such is the case with all A.'.A.'. publications in Class A. - Motta

Lynette: The Liber speaks in symbolism from the subconscious and collective unconsciousness. They lie deep within us. It is through this yielding that the meaning of these symbols flow easily to the aspirant.- Lynette
VERSE 53

53. And He answered Him: Have I not the key thereof? I am clothed with the body of flesh; I am one with the Eternal and Omnipotent God. 

The Adept claims to be able to interpret phenomena rightly; that there is one special relation which is true, and all others false. He reminds the Angel that he realizes Himself (as an unique Being always identical with Itself) alike in the lowest matter and the highest spirit. - Crowley

As we can see, Masters (note the use of the capital H in both pronouns and compare with 52) are not any more immune to the symptoms of the Ahamkara than any other kind of human being. It is as if Picasso, indignant, protested that his pictures had only one legitimate meaning: the meaning
that he himself found in them. Of course, the Angel soon puts his client right. - Motta 

Lynette: The Magickian is equipped with his knowledge, but does not see the all. He still struggles to find reason and meaning in things that cannot be explained because they simply Are. The following verses will play more into this. - Lynette

VERSE 54

54. Then said Adonai: Thou hast the Head of the Hawk, and thy Phallus is the Phallus of Asar. Thou knowest the white, and thou knowest the black, and thou knowest that these are one. But why seekest thou the knowledge of their equivalence?


The Angel asks why one who possesses absolute Sight and Lordship and power to soar (the Head of the Hawk) who has creative energy able to fertilize Nature, his mother, sister, and wife (The Phallus of Asar) one who knows the pairs of opposites, and the fact of their identity, should trouble to calculate the equations which express the relations between the illusory symbols of diversity. - Crowley

Lynette: The Angel is giving the Magickian insight in this verse. The opposites do not really exist. They only appear opposite in the Conscious mind so they could be understood. The realization that there is no division, that the divisions we see are so we can better understand them as what they truly are. A whole. The division is just part of the illusions in the reflection that our conscious mind portrays. It is in the darker parts of our self, the hidden parts of our subconscious that the truth is, but it must be divided so it could be understood by the conscious mind. Remember that the ALL is within the darkness and the Reflection is in the Light.- Lynette

VERSE 55

55. And he said: That my Work may be right. The Adept replies that he must understand the laws of illusion in order to work in the world of illusion. - Crowley

Not exactly: please note the lower-case h of the pronoun. Here it is no longer the Adept consciousness, the Master consciousness, speaking: it is the mere initiated man, ego hurting, who wants to keep his cake at the same time that he eats it. His explanation is a mere rationalization of his frustration at the fact that apparently he has no control over his own work. - Motta

Lynette: I don't agree with Motta here. What I think Crowley was trying to get across is that the Work done is done in the Conscious mind. How it calculates and pulls together in the subconscious mind we do not see. We can only send symbols consciously. The true knowing of them is most of the time never seen because that lies in the subconscious. That is why when a person
does the same ritual over and over again things will occur because the ritual has taken on a life of its own and transcended mere symbols. - Lynette

VERSE 55

..and ritual will start to manifest results consciously as well. - Cammy

VERSE 56
56. And Adonai said: The strong brown reaper swept his swathe and rejoiced. The wise man counted his muscles, and pondered, and understood not, and was sad. Reap thou, and rejoice!

The Angel replies that such calculations lead one to believe in the reality of the illusions, to become confused by their complex falsities, and ultimately, mistrusting one's own powers, to fail to act for fear of making mistakes; whereas it does not really matter what one does, since one set of
illusions is just as good as another. The business of the Adept is to do his Work manfully and joyously, without lust of result or fear of accident. He should exercise his faculties to the full; the free fulfilment of their functions is sufficient justification. To become conscious of any organ is
evidence that it is out of order. - Crowley

Actually, the point made is: Do what thou wilt. The scribe is merely sulking, he is not really interested in the equations, as another star might be. Her serves a Magician, not an Accountant. - 

Motta

Lynette: Once again, I don't think Motta really looked into this verse. The work of every Magickian is different because our psyches are all different. We are all different people, and how certain symbols relate to our higher self will vary from person to person. The key here is to open up the dialogue consciously or unconsciously with our higher self. That can only be done through the gateways of the subconscious which only works in symbols. So the work of the Magickian will be different than another's. It all comes down to, every door has a different key. - Lynette

VERSE 56
Not only that but developing any weak areas in the psyche...if one is primarily intellectual (conscious) and that is how they get inspired, then their emotional ego (subconscious) needs work. 93 Cammy 
VERSE 56

Hi Cammy - The emotional ego is part of the conscious mind, because it can be recognized. The subconscious is the gateway to the higher self, the higher mana. The part of us where we communicate with our HGA. The subconscious is a communication between the two. It only recognizes symbols, sounds, scents, colors, etc. That is why symbolism is so important, it is how we communicate with our higher self. That is why the study of the Holy Books will have a profound effect on us because the prose strings together certain symbols that create relationships in our subconscious mind and forms a strong gateway and communication to our Higher Self. It also works the other way around, it is through our subconscious that our Higher Self talks to our conscious mind. Hence intense meditation or deep dreams.- Lynette
VERSE 57
57. Then was the Adept glad, and lifted his arm. Lo! an earthquake, and plague, and terror on the earth! A casting down of them that sate in high places; a famine upon the multitude!


The Adept takes this advice, and puts forth his energy. The apparent result of his Work is disaster. - Crowley

Not so: this is the preliminary razing of the old house ere the new one can be built. The last two world wars are but preliminary to the establishment of the Law of Thelema upon the earth. - Motta

Lynette: I think this verse is suppose to illustrate the point in a Magickians work when he realizes the falsehood of the illusions. It is a breaking down. The realization that everything he knows is false because all thoughts are false if they can be thought. And all he knew was just a glimpse of the ALL that cannot be explained in words or rationalized. But merely reflected.- Lynette

VERSE 57
the Tower Atu also. 93 Cammy
VERSE 57
Hi Cammy - Hon, I'm good, but I'm not that good. I don't remember everything I write, I write way to much lololol and I answer all of these via my email. So you have to include the previous message or something. The Tower also could mean anything LOLOLOL but i am real happy someone is reading my commentaries makes me feel all warm and fuzzy inside :)- Lynette

VERSE 57
ok, where Paul said: " think that also, you can tie this verse in with the Alchemical dissolution talked about in earlier verses. First there is the putrefaction or destruction...the earthquakes and plagues...then there is the dissolution into that which will become the new form."

i came in and said,"and the Tower Atu also."sorry - Cammy
VERSE 57

I think that also, you can tie this verse in with the Alchemical dissolution talked about in earlier verses. First there is the putrefaction or destruction...the earthquakes and plagues...then there is the dissolution into that which will become the new form. - pj

VERSE 59

59. Stained is the purple of thy mouth, O brilliant one, with the white glory of the lips of Adonai.


Every act of the Adept is really the kiss of his Angel. - Crowley

Not exactly what is meant here; for the purple of the grape juice on the Adept's lips is stained with the white glory of the lips of the Angel. Better say that every magickally creative act of the Adept is energized or guided or aided by the spiritual energy of his Angel. See LXV III.13-17 and
the comments thereon - Motta

Lynette: I agree with Motta on this one. This also goes into the Obeah and Wanga theory of how everything on one plane has its equivalence and needed connection on another. The purple of thy mouth is the reflection of the white lips of Adonai. The grapes and stain of them is the physical representation of the Kiss of the HGA. This also goes into what I have previously stated on the

symbolism of grapes.- Lynette

VERSE 59
Purple was the most expensive color of silk as it was the hardest to get...and silk was practically currency in ancient times. Forgot where I read that, but remember the fact. - pj


VERSE 59
Purple (or violet) is the highest color on the spectrum. White reflects all colors. Purple is also a color of death...as is white...or white may result from freezing (snow). - Cammy

VERSE 59
Hi Cammy, I forgot about Violet being the highest color on the spectrum, that is very interesting.

But I do have a question, I want to know more about Purple being the color of death. I'm sure it is, I just want to know why. I know it has long been attributed to Sex and sensuality. And Sex and Death are the same in many aspects. What makes that interesting is that for a long time, Purple was a color only royalty could wear. No one else was permitted to wear it.

As for white, the reason white is attributed to death is because of all the myths of the afterlife "going towards a light". In Asia, they wear white instead of black during mourning for that reason. To help guide the soul to the light. - Lynette
VERSE 59
Purple was also one of the colors of Death in the Egyptian mythology, due to fact that a corpse turns more or less purple in time. As far as I know this colorful stage of death enters after Rigor Mortis.  - preben

VERSE 59
I said purple represents Death in one aspect such as in bruises - well injury moreso ;) and the White - in the first stage of frostbite the skin turns white. in the last stage it turns black and hard. and then in Japan they wear white instead of black for mourning. also, purple was a favorite
color in the Bible days and very expensive - only royalty as you said, as well as rich people, could afford it. sorry for the erratic rambling 93 Cammy
VERSE 60
60. The foam of the grape is like the storm upon the sea; the ships tremble and shudder; the shipmaster is afraid.
The ecstasy of the relation between the Adept and his Angel disperses ``normal'' thoughts; the Ego fears to lose control of the course of the mind. This (of course) occurs in a less real sphere, that of normal consciousness. The Ego is justly apprehensive, for this ecstasy will lead to a situation when its annihilation will be decreed so that the Adept may cross the Abyss and become a Master of the Temple. Remember that the Ego is not really the center and crown of the individual; indeed the whole trouble arises from its false claim to be so. - Crowley

Lynette: This represents that fear that occurs during intense changes within ourselves. It is this fear that is necessary because it will tap into the core of our being. That is why during many ritualistic initiations, the postulant is brought in blindfolded or scared in some way. it is that fear
that goes past the conscious mind.

In this verse, the foam of the grape becomes a metaphor of a metaphor with the storm upon the sea which symbolized the ecstatic state of being, the subconscious communicating freely with the conscious. The ships represent the conscious mind, and the shipmaster is the self or ego.- Lynette

VERSE 60
The ego doesn't know the higher consciousness so it makes sense it thinks it is the crown of the individual, esp. since it had never been challenged before. aside from water there is seawater which has salt...salt is also in the earth element. 93 Cammy

VERSE 61

61. That is thy drunkenness, O holy one, and the winds whirl away the soul of the scribe into the happy haven. The ecstasy of the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel
brings peace to ``the soul of the scribe'' (his conscious mind) by impressing such energy on his thoughts that their normal conflict (which causes sorrow) becomes negligible, just as the personal antagonisms in a cavalry regiment are forgotten in the excitement of a charge. - Crowley

Lynette: "the winds whirl away the soul"
The wind is the breath of the planet. it is the macrocosm to the breath in our body which is the true extension of our soul. It is the first path from kether to chockmah. So the wind would be the extension to the completeness of everything. Of all elements, of all emotions, of light and dark.
The soul is no longer bound to the realm of Malkuth. - Lynette

VERSE 61

yeah, there are 4 main winds i have heard of them being named after angels too - Cammy

VERSE 62

62. O Lord God! let the haven be cast down by the fury of the storm! Let the foam of the grape tincture my soul with Thy light! But the mind, knowing that the old quarrels will revive when the ecstasy has passed, asks that this anesthesia may be removed. It aspires to enter into the rapture with every element of its being, no matter of the pain. It knows that it can never be truly content until each separate fibre thrill harmoniously to that supreme enchantment. - Crowley

Lynette: The Adept is about to yield to himself, to let go of hidden fears and apprehensions he may have with his relationship with his HGA. The pain is only an illusion and belongs in the conscious mind, divine love there is no pain because it exists higher than us, within us. The two are becoming closer to union. - Lynette
VERSE 62
There have been cases of people in surgical operations under anesthesia who were not given enough and who were simply paralyzed (same or a similar chemical to the one that paralyzes our bodies when we sleep...unless we sleepwalk) and could feel all the pain - Cammy

VERSE 63
63. Bacchus grew old, and was Silenus; Pan was ever Pan for ever and ever more throughout the 

eons. 

 It knows that the lower types of intoxication were excitements, and in stupor and senility. It demands the Madness of Pan, the building up of every particle of its being into a single symbol to include All. This symbol is to combine the intelligence (omniscience) of Man with the omnipotence typified by horns, and the creative rapture of the leaping Goat. This Pan is not
intoxicated, but wholly insane, being beyond distinction (knowledge) as including all in itself; he is also immune to time, since whatever happens can only be within himself; that is, all events are equally the exercise of his functions, and therefore accompanied by rapture, since He has included
all possibilities in His unity so that any change is part of His life, an act of love under will. - Crowley

Lynette: This verse brings up an important relationship between Bacchus and Pan. Their relationship to each other will easily fall into the ideas of Light and Dark and the Obeah and the 

Wanga. Pan is the ALL and cannot be completely conceived by thought, so he is reflected in Bacchus. Bacchus also represents the conscious mind and Pan the subconscious. Pan will never change and always be there, like the HGA, that is why he is seen also as Nuit. But Bacchus is but a reflection of Pan. And will change. This is a total metaphor for the Adept and his HGA. -  Lynette

VERSE 63
Pan is the darkness and the forest and Bacchus is the grapevines in the vineyard outside of it. grapes need sun (or heat) to ferment into wine. Liber VII mentions Pan with a characteristic of being cold. 93 Cammy 
VERSE 63
Hi Cammy, yes, Pan is the Darkness. The All. That is why he is in connection to Nuit. He is constant whereas Bacchus is not. But being a huge fan of Greek myths, I have never held much to the Bacchus myth because I always viewed it as the Roman's poor rendition of the Greek Myth. But I have seen him pop up in some of the Greek stories.

But you are right about the sun being needed to ferment the grapes into wine. That is a very important aspect. It makes the wine not only a representation of divinity but makes it something that is "between Heaven and Earth" which has always been seen as an initiatory space. - Lynette

VERSE 64
64. Intoxicate the inmost, O my lover, not the outermost! 

This is presumable once more the voice of the Angel. He bids the Adept pay less attention in the future to the transmutation of gross impressions into the raptures of union. The greater work is to cause the Unconscious to interpenetrate with the Angel. For such is the ultimate Sacrament is only too liable to be contented with the conscious joy of causing just those thoughts which have always been the source of error to glow with purity and splendour at the touch of the Angel. But it is far more important to renounce those rewards, ineffably holy and delightful though they be in order to perfect the Inmost Self, to purge it of personality and unite it with the Universe, though such Attainment lie too deep for direct conscious apprehension. - Crowley
In short, go to the outermost places and subdue all things, then yield and intoxicate the inmost.

- Motta

Lynette: This verse also coincides with what I discussed in a previous verse about the yielding of the self and allowing yourself to truly love and that will open up the necessary doors within us to allow attainment, because that is the natural course. The Adept and the HGA always long for the 

other. Union is natural for them, it is the separation that is painful and the long journey to be united.
- Lynette
VERSE 64
Nuit is beyond but connects with the inner self (Hadit)...so the adept doesn't have to search or pay attention outside himself to commune with his HGA. 93 Cammy
VERSE 64
Hi Cammy, I see your point, but I disagree, I'll explain.

How our conscious mind deals with things and sees things is an indication on how our subconscious will process it. It is important that we can "yield" outside of ourselves so it will open up the gateway between our lower and higher mana (or conscious and subconscious self). This holds true to any thing we do outwardly. As above, so below. Everything is a mirror and always
has the other side. So, for us, as magickians, to be able to reach a certain level within us, we have to work on the psyche and conscious part of ourselves which is portrayed outwardly. I discussed this in detail throughout my commentaries.

Yes, Nuit is outside of ourselves. But remember, it is the union of Nuit and Hadit that creates the child Ra-Hoor-Kuit. Which is a representation of our HGA. - Lynette

VERSE 65

wooohoooo.  COMPLETION!!! well of this chapter anyway ;) now the real fun starts and i have to organize all of the stuff i said for each verse.

65. So was it -- ever the same! I have aimed at the peeled wand of my God, and I have hit; yea, I have hit. 

In a secret code the Adept affirms that he is of the same vox; (so to speak) as his Angel. It is not a union of opposites to produce a Tertium quid, but a realization of identity, like the return to consciousness from delirium, whose ecstasy bears no fruit involving new responsibilities, new
possibilities of sorrow, but is all-sufficient to itself, with neither past nor future. The ``peeled wand'' is the creative Energy of the Angel, stripped of all veils, pointing to the Zenith, ready and eager to act. The Adept exclaims with joy that he has aspired to unite himself with this Idea,
and has attained. Thus concludes the description of the relations of the Adept and his Angel so far as the element of Earth, the concrete and manifest aspect of Nature, is concerned. The whole illusion has been destroyed; the bread has become the body of God. Yet this is but the lowest
form of existence; in the next chapter we shall understand how the mind – as distinct from the matter of thought is concentrated and sanctified by the Magick of the Adept. - Crowley
In short, by induction, spiritual puberty was achieved. The Angel is bi-sexual, or better, omni-sexual. He is a cosmic, or if you prefer, macrocosmic being. In it highest sense, of course, Pan is Nuit. Thus concludes the description of the relations of the Adept and his Angel so far as the element of Earth, the concrete and manifest aspect of Nature, is concerned. The whole illusion has been destroyed; the bread has become the body of God. Yet this is but the lowest form of existence; in the next chapter we shall understand how the mind as distance from the matter of
thought is concentrated and sanctified by the Magick of the Adept. - Motta

Lynette: The Adept realized the initiation that has taken place and has transformed him forever

thereafter.


I have hit, yea I have hit. Union has taken place.


The Adept realizes that there was never a separation, that the separation is just an illusion that the conscious mind creates. The Union therefore is the diminishing of this illusion.

This chapter is the Earth/Feminine chapter and lies in the physical realm, the conscious realm.
The next chapter will be of Air/Masculine. When the Snake will talk to the Heart. When the HGA communicates with the Adept. - Lynette

VERSE 65
The "peeled wand" of god...the extended phallus (solar/phallic) with it's foreskin pulled back...(with circumcision, a mutilation as it's been called, done to a man long before he would even come to learn about it)...the arrow splitting the arrow...Sag/Art Atu. - pj

VERSE 65
on a shamanistic note, Native Americans carve into their weapons the totem animals with whom they identify. 93 Cammy


VERSE  65
Hi Cammy, yes, I always did find that interesting. It seems in many native cultures, both American and African especially, they always have a tie to an animal that exists on the astral. It has a very Obeah and Wanga significance to it. Serious shamanism is a very important study. It's just a shame that all these pseudo-pagans have totally fluffed it up. - Lynette ADVANCE \d 5

 ADVANCE \d 5


