Hi All,
93
With all this wonderful chatter we've had on the 'Comparing Systems' thread; and it has been marvelous.  This list has been tasting a bit like it once was; several people adding to the discussion...and I thank you as I've am truly grateful.  But as I hinted at in one of my post, what is missing from all of this is the concept of Love.  I inserted this in a complaint about the culture of Thelema; but as I think about it, all the descriptions of these various systems neglect it...and it IS a technical issue.
So it behooves me to set up the next question: What is Love?  So many people might answer this by saying, 'well, there's all kinds of love...romantic love, familial love, et al.'  But that does not in any way approach the definition.  Thelema for the first time, not only presents it formally, as a technical issue; we say, "Love is the law."  This demands a precise definition; though I don't know that I shall succeed in providing this.
What is required here is an articulate philosophical treatise as Ryan implied in his response to a recent post.  So perhaps we may only begin to approach something so large with some preliminary ideas.  Thelemic Doctrine discusses the law of attraction, which brings to bodies (human, planetary, metallic, et al) together.  In some cases, it's romantic love, in others, the force of gravity, which itself hints at consciousness; though it may be a consciousness we humans cannot comprehend.
So perhaps we can say that Love begins with awareness/consciousness.  And though we would then be required to define consciousness, this still would not be enough; as at the very least, we would then need to bring attraction back into the equation.  Attraction as gravity is something that may be defined, but has defied the understanding of material science that we in the West are centered within.  It is one of the four forces of physics: Gravity, Electromagnetism, the Weak Nuclear Force & the Strong Nuclear Force; all of these involving interactions.
As an interaction, the sacramental nature of Love is immediately implied.  This means an energy transference between at least two objects (for want of a better term) is an integral part of this.  For that matter, even hatred, as psychologists will tell you, is a form of Love.  After all, one has to love another before one can legitimately hate that other.  The pain we dish out to our loved ones is also an act of Love; corrupted by our own pain.  And war is the highest form of Love between two familial cultures.  If you're not sure about this, why is it that Christians hate Jews so much more readily than Hindus?  Because there is already an affinity there, which also explains the current situation with the Muslim world.
Communication, interaction, connectivity; these are the sources from which Love manifests.  In other words, the fact that we are ALL ONE, that underlying connectivity that binds humanity together and also together with all life forms, including the Earth herself is the energy of Love.  And so, Love is the Law; it is the very support for Will as we live in an interconnected Universe with a mutual dependence on each other.  The approaching Age of Aquarius shows us the rising espousal individuality through the symbol of Uranus, but also the unique dependency we have on each other through the co-ruling symbol of Saturn.
So if Love is the law, we must then find ways to fortify our community and show that we understand this dynamic; that of course, we have yet to explore more fully.
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What is Love?.....baby don't hurt me, don't hurt me ...no more...."
  

How about devotion....something higher than the self?

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Yes, devotion; reaching for something higher than the self shows our connection to others and to the world around us.  It's the ability to feel that connection and to be of service to our race, our world and the Universe itself.
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Hi Derek,
93
As a second answer, NUIT (Not-I) in Liber AL says that "To love me is better than all things".  Immediately she speaks of Love and shows this as devotion to that which is outside oneself; beyond one's petty interests.  And with Liber AL opening with such ideas, it still astounds me that teachings on Love have not pervaded Thelemic organizations; they remain more obsessed on Will and usually the will to petty power.
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Crippling!

Derek

Hi all.

93

My mind is a bit thin today, so I will be less

articulate.  

For me the first thoughts and impressions about love,

in its widest sense is union.  To love Nuit would be

union with the all or infinity.  This means to embrace

every possible experience with full awareness.  To be

fully in the moment and to identify with change

itself, not the objects that appear as a result of the

change.  

Lower egoism for me is a whole morality and

metaphisical construct that refuses to accept that

which is beyond what one knows and what one is.  It is

the refusal of change and life.  This occurs when we

identify with the apparent form or conceptions of

ourselves, body, personality, ideas habits etc. and

deny the intercourse with not I, (Nuit) infinite

possiblity.  

Ofcourse this is direction that most western systems

of magick and technology have been centered around. 

Sorcery.
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Ryan

93 Ryan,

<<To be fully in the moment and to identify with change itself, not the

objects that appear as a result of the change.>>

This explains how we can cultivate detachment while still embracing the all.
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Nice that you keep your mind thin, do you work out?

Take it to the gym..

Hm...I sang fm about 10:30 yesterday to near 7:15 last night

and Im not thin Im sore It's not just the singing but standing and  

holding all that music

Looks like I am going to be just vegging out today and resting

Performance can be exhausting

( I was over committed)

regards

johnmoon3717@aol.com
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Hi Anne, I agree.  It reconciles those apparent

differences.  
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lol

I can relate, I used to gett pretty tired doing street

perfomances all night with out sleep on buckets etc.

over the weekends in the summer.

Ryan

Hi Ryan,

93

I think you're right; full awareness, which means to be fully human and in complete mastery of all our faculties, is certainly a key to apprehending our direct connection with "infinity".  The lower ego's embrace of objects and ideas can only lead to a morality that at best is imperfect.  But Love as a 'law' must then be perfect in all situations as gravity is perfect in all situations.  And so it is to specific cases that we must look to understand its manifestation.

Any circumstance between any combination of objects, people, animals, plants or planets, et al, must somehow show this law operating.  It is the dynamic that brings movement to the known Universe.  And it may be applied or utilized deliberately as well as haphazardly; even functionally or dysfunctionally (an example of the latter being the violent criminal or the vengeful lover).  But it is always that force that shows connection.

And so if Love is the driving support of the Will, the Will cannot be shown to work in a vacuum; but is itself affected by the dynamic of the Whole or the ALL.  Any isolation of the Will, such as those that say: "It's my Will to shoot my neighbor", is but a dysfunctional application of the connection one has with his or her neighbor.  The Love here is then present; it simply is not the ideated love that we've ignorantly applied to the anthropomorphic constructs of some super-moral god...and it's not the ideated romantic and non-conditional love that we've set up as an impossible standard in our relationships with lovers, families, et al.
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Hi Ann,

93

An interesting point; in identifying with change, we then see the force of movement, consciousness in action, and we come to identify with this force, which in itself emcompasses the ALL.  The detachment is from the temporal specifics that are mis-identified by the lower ego as being non-changing and immortal.

As these objects do change and that change finally is made apparent to the ego, there is a mourning that accompanies the sense of loss.  This of course, also applies to the death of people close to us, which is why death is shown in its true light in Liber AL; to be a 'greater feast' or a larger communion (Love) with the ALL.
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93 PJ,

This corresponds with something I was reading yesterday regarding the

illusion of individual consciousness, where it is actually a reflection of the force or movement of Universal consciousness.  

With detachment, is there a tendency to move away from society and seek

isolation or solitude as one comes closer to awakening? (as do monks,

hermits, mystics, etc.)  As you become more self-contained, your focus will

move inward as well.
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Hi Ann,

93

This reminds me of a quote from Motta that I placed on the Editorial page of the A.M.H.R. site:

"Certain people have a greater developed astral body than the norm, either due to deliberate training, genetic inheritance, magnetic influences of where they live or the people with which they enter into contact with.  For example, trained Initiates, are themselves, developed to a high degree, but not of a degree raised enough to have overwhelmed the Ego, possess intensely magnetic, disturbing personalities for sensible people who are not accustomed to the existing presence of psychic force in high tension.  In circumstances in the which Aspirants already of a certain development extend the conscience of the internal vehicles with greater ease, those that are not prepared can  become extremely disturbed by the constant presence of an initiate.  Therefore, advanced occultists that, without having yet reached total balance and destruction of one’s powers, and allow the profane to enter in one’s circle, are being imprudent and until indiscreet.  But they cannot, in all fairness, be accused of abusing their faculties. They emanate force involuntarily, due to its high internal load.  The initiates of higher advancement always live away from the multitude, they not only need isolation for their work, but know its influence produces a violent psychic reaction in the profane."
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93 PJ

In "Existence, Enlightenment and Suicide", the author, Stephen Batchelor, writes the following about Harold Musson (he is known for translating Julius Evola's books into English.  Evola's "Doctrine of Awakening" had such a tremendous effect on him that he became a Buddhist):

 This radical tendency towards isolation led him in 1954 to leave the Island Hermitage for the physical solitude of his hut in the jungle. "Aren't you lonely?" inquired Maugham. "After a bit," he replied, "you find you simply don't want other people. You've got your centre of gravity within yourself ... You become self-contained." Two years earlier he had confessed: "I am one of those people who think of other people as 'they,' not as 'we.'"  
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Hi Ann,

93

This is fascinating as it seems to describe one of the traps of enlightenment that I think the A.'.A.'. instruction on the Adoration of NUIT effectively guards against.  To begin with, Mr. Musson has the unexamined though known tendency to think of other people as 'they' and not 'we.'  And so with his isolation, he's exacerbated the tendency and rather than gain any comprehension of the ALL, he's found something more akin to the Lonely Towers of the Abyss...to the point that he rather eschews human contact.

At least that's my take on it.  And it may be a bit judgmental.
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93 PJ,

But is this the result of cultivating detachment?

If your internal work becomes the focus of your life, the tendency will be to increasingly separate from the external world.  Face it - it's just not that interesting, or relevant, anymore.  And it can certainly become a distraction.  
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Hi Ann,

93

One of the manifestations of Love that I've been contemplating lately is 'Humility'.  It simply doesn't seem to me to be the self-deprecating posturing that it has been made out to be by the Christists.  Rather, it seems to me that the superior human can both note the pride that comes with success in the work, and yet still know that he or she still has the same needs, connection to, and dependency upon the rest of the race for sustenance and survival.

Even the internal work should lead right back out; in other words, the discovery of the microcosm within should connect one to the macrocosm without.  The pain of lonliness comes when we lose that sense of connection.  And we may not be able to find it in describing our mystical experiences to the profane.  But rather in enjoying the time we can have with them.  For example, I really enjoy my piano students; we connect at that level.  I enjoy my friends for the various activities I share with them.  I have fun when the repair man enters my home and whatever we may end up talking about.  Each pasttime is a sacrament in itself.

For me personally, the true lonliness is in those activities that I'd like to share with others and that I can't.  And I see how my spiritual work can be alienating, which gives me pause and reason for concern.  On the one hand, in directing my anger outwards, it's easy for my arrogance to take hold of me, which would undo any real accomplishments I might have made.  And on the other, it forces my lower ego to rebel and redirects this anger towards myself, creating dysfunctionality.

This is a stage along the path; and a necessary one.  The psychic factors increase in strength to an excruciating point until finally, the ego releases its stubborn hold and the Adept is finally born.  But if the arrogance sets in and the profane are dehumanized in the psyche, one would have been better off had they not got involved in spiritual work.  And if one can't overcome the depression of inwardly directed anger, again, one would have been better off never having begun this work.

This fire provides the strength one needs, if it can be directed to the appeal for Knowledge & Conversation with the Angel.  The arrogance/anger coin must in itself became the humbling force; showing oneself one's humanity.  This is the force of Love and during the struggle it can express itself in the most virulent even violent manner.

93/93

pj

93 All:

 

The following is from an article written about Thomas Merton and it relates to what we were talking about last week regarding detachment as separation from the external world.  You can substitute the word “adept” for monk:

 

The more Merton advocated monastic reform in the final decade of his life, the less he came to see the monastery as some separate realm of sanctity and the more it should be liberating for the monks…The monk is to disappear into this form of death in order to be a paradoxical sign of life. Yet the monastery is not to be "a morgue, museum nor an asylum. The monk remains in the world from which he has fled, and he remains a potent, though hidden, force in that world."  Merton saw the contemplative monk as helping rescue the world from a new dark ages: "In the night of our technological barbarism, monks must be as trees which exist silently in the dark and by their vital presence purify the air."
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Hi Ann,
93
This is fascinating and seems to fit in well with both the need to separate from the world per the Motta quote on psychic tension that I posted, and yet the need to be a part of the world.  Last week, I was adding a few notes to the commentary I'm writing on the Gospel of Thomas and I included a parable that I once received from a former teacher.  It would seem interesting to include that here:
Once upon a time there was a Great Wild Beast whose mighty roar could be heard all over a sleepy kingdom.  In this kingdom there were many lovely maidens.  Each maiden lived in a wonderful cottage by a lake or a stream or by the ocean or by an echoing valley.  The children of this kingdom knew no mother or father but rather sought sustenance and comfort in the house of one of the many maidens.  Each maiden gathered about herself all of the beautiful children that the she came in contact with and taught them by the LVX of Her Soul.  Each maiden could hear the roar of the GWB and knew that with each roar new children would come seeking sustenance and shelter and knowledge.  The maidens would leave on porch lights to guide the children to them for the Kingdom was enveloped in eternal darkness save in the presence of Maiden.  If a child learned well they became a Maiden and left the cottage, with a light of their own, to build and light a cottage of their own.  At intervals a GWB would be born and roar for a time.  Each GWB, nearing the time of His passing, would teach a Maiden how to roar like them and instruct them to pass the roar on until they heard another GWB.  Once the GWB died and his roar was not heard in the Kingdom for many a year.  The faithful Maidens kept the porch lights on for the children but some of the maidens could not themselves remember what they should teach the children when they came.  For these had taught only by the sound of the voice of the GWB and had never learned to teach by the LVX of Her Soul.  So when the voice of the GWB could be heard no more in the kingdom these maidens gradually began to age and wither until they became hags full of venom and hate (which is love after another manner).  Still the children came and still the Maidens and the Hags taught.  If the Maidens taught self-reliance, the Hags taught submission.  If the Maidens taught courage the Hags taught deceit.  Thus was the way in the Kingdom for many a year.
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I am curious, what kind of circle is he talking about? Magickal circle? Social circle? And if it the breaking of a magickal circle, I would think that if it is not a rare occurance, then it is an ignorant one.
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
Your Magickal Circle includes all parts of your mind, body and soul; but also, your social circle and other such circles are included in this circle as this is what you've attracted into your mindsphere (soul).
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