Hi,

Had a recent experience that makes it all very clear as to why people have become
so interested in the Harry Potter stories. The stories themselves are like dreams, like
some SD experience, but while normally awake.

Having seen a couple of the movies it was very obvious from the first one that 
the writing uses myths to gain the reader/viewers attention. All cultures have their
myths and Harry Potter is full of many of the known ones. I can't recall off -hand
what they are in the story, but you can count a lot of them as the story proceeds. 
Now why are myths interesting?

Has anybody read the Power of Myth by Joseph Campbell. All the answers are in there.
Basically, if you want to get attention from others just create a myth.

Think of the basic premise of Harry Potter. The main character finds himself (wakes up)
a less than desirable living situation at the beginning. Then a miracle occurs, as if in
a dream, and his life is completely changed and he is off on an adventure.

Wow, sounds like what happens in dreams or SD. It also sounds like escapism. But
then why does it appeal to very young children; they certainly cannot have lived that 
long to want a complete upheaval of their lives, in most cases.

Again sounds like the ideas in another book, The Hero with a Thousand Faces by 
Joseph Campbell. Of course his ideas are from lots of research across many areas.
So you can find the same motivations across different cultures, philosophies, and
religions.

If you ask me, this has more to do with the idea of rebirth and liberation than anything
else.

-R

Hi Raymond,
93
I think you're right on here; I have the Joseph Campbell video series and it is as profound a set of teachings one could hope to have. These myths are reflections of the energetic currents in the human psyche. Though the stories may seem different from culture to culture, we all share something that defies even the words used in these stories. As a complement to this, you might enjoy reading: The Origins of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the BiCameral Mind, by Jaynes. The cerebellum is at the root of this nature and aboriginal cultures remain more in tune with this part of the brain than 1st World cultures. For us, dreams and the use of psychotropic substances become necessary tools to adjust our perception and tune us into this essential and primal mode of consciousness.
93/93
pj

Hi PJ,

> I think you're right on here; I have the Joseph Campbell video series and it 
> is as profound a set of teachings one could hope to have. These myths are 
> reflections of the energetic currents in the human psyche. Though the stories 
> may seem different from culture to culture, we all share something that defies 
> even the words used in these stories. As a complement to this, you might 
> enjoy reading: The Origins of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the BiCameral 
> Mind, by Jaynes. The cerebellum is at the root of this nature and aboriginal 
> cultures remain more in tune with this part of the brain than 1st World cultures. 
> For us, dreams and the use of psychotropic substances become necessary tools
> to adjust our perception and tune us into this essential and primal mode of consciousness. 

Thanks for that. I never heard of the BiCameral Mind before. Seems to fit in with
a lot of ideas from different philosophies/psychologies at first glance. I will definitely
do some reading on that.

I should mention that I have had a number of experiences of late within which it
is like others may be trying to contact me. Not entities as others seem to think,
but actual people that I am supposed cross paths with. My first impression is that
they seem to be related to my bliss, which I actually believe at this point is in music.
I suppose it is more of a feeling than anything else because there is never any real
communication that would clue me into their names or any way of making contact
outside of SD.

Another possibly funny occurrence is that today after many years of collecting dust
I pulled out some sides I made for a presentation in a physics class. The majority
of what I wrote was based on the ideas of a scientist named Edwin T. Jaynes. I was 
glad to find them because I had the electronic copies on a hard disk that crashed
a few years ago. I thought the work was completely lost. Now I can post this on my
website (rhythmous.shroom.com). Hope to get some music there soon.

Cheers.

-R

Hi Raymond,
93
You: 
I should mention that I have had a number of experiences of late within which it is like others may be trying to contact me. Not entities as others seem to think, but actual people that I am supposed cross paths with. My first impression is that they seem to be related to my bliss, which I actually believe at this point is in music.
I suppose it is more of a feeling than anything else because there is never any real communication that would clue me into their names or any way of making contact outside of SD. 

me:

Carl Jung writes, and I can personally validate, that when we enter onto a strong spiritual path, that synchronicities (meaninful coincidences) begin to occur. And if you're a musician, there's an inherent spirituality that may even be producing certain unconscious changes within your psyche. As I explain to some of my music students, there's a 'moving of the soul' that starts with the comprehension of the abstract concepts and symbols of music and becomes active when certain mental states are reached whild playing. In your case, SD stimulates the cerebellum where this part of the psyche is physically located. Of course, there's a need to be careful in that the dreaming reality of the cerebellum begins to enter the conscious mind of the corpus collosum; a fine line keeping you from psychosis. As you seem to be a strong reader, it is your intellect that holds up that line.


You: 
Another possibly funny occurrence is that today after many years of collecting dust I pulled out some sides I made for a presentation in a physics class. The majority of what I wrote was based on the ideas of a scientist named Edwin T. Jaynes. I was glad to find them because I had the electronic copies on a hard disk that crashed a few years ago. I thought the work was completely lost. Now I can post this on my website (rhythmous.shroom.com). Hope to get some music there soon. 

me:

The author's full name is Julian Jaynes. Though I'll be interested in seeing your photos.
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Le 5 août 07 à 20:37, Raymond Martin a écrit :

> Basically, if you want to get attention from others just create a 
> myth.
>
> If you ask me, this has more to do with the idea of rebirth and 
> liberation than anything else.

I totally agree and would go further from my personal experience: 
sometimes we create myth or storytelling about our own spiritual 
experiences to ultimately feed our ego fearing the outcome of its 
dissolution. This can lead to a known pyschotic situation aka 
lightworker or boddhisatva syndrom due to a kundalini awakening going 
bad.

Albert

Hi Albert,
93
I think you're correct here, but that it needs a bit more clarification.  The beginning stage of any Initiation situation is necessarily narcissistic.  And that is not only NOT a bad thing, but is really a good thing.  It is a looking at oneself in the mirror.  And it will be tainted with the superficial good opinion we each have of ourselves.  The self moves into an identification with the process...quite egoic.  And so we see all these 'neophytes' becoming supersensitive about their philosophies; the narcissism and solipsism carried to a certain extreme.  So that someone comes along to disagree or holds some other philosophical viewpoint, they are perceived as also carrying a personal attack against this neophyte.
So this Magickal Lodge is a war with that Magickal Lodge; the Christians and Muslims hate each other and they hate the Jews.  Or the various sects in each of these religions hold an angry distrust against the other.  The narcissism says, "well hey, I'm sacred and all these others are mundane" and "oh what a good boy am I."  This gives us what you allude to, the lightworker and boddhisatva syndrome.
But I think then, the narcissistic stage gives way to the subsequent Initiate stage.  One begins to separate oneself from the egoic attachment to one's philosophical system or one's spiritual teacher.  A confidence develops in the work itself and that work is approached in a genuine and authentic manner.  One then stops projecting onto the mirror and stops looking for validation outside oneself or with a group or with a teacher and something more wholesome develops within.
So it's not that the Kundalini awakening goes bad; but that it passes through stages; climbing through the chakkras until it eventually reaches the heart chakkra.  Here, one begins to identify with one's humanity and sees both him or herself as an individual and yet also sees the interconnection with have with each other in this human race and the interconnection our race has with nature herself.  This is when the Rosicrucians say, Isis presents herself and invites us to the Chemical Wedding.  Perhaps an SD master would then say, the Salvia ally presents itself.
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Albert:

· I totally agree and would go further from my personal experience: 
> sometimes we create myth or storytelling about our own spiritual 
> experiences to ultimately feed our ego fearing the outcome of its 
> dissolution. This can lead to a known pyschotic situation aka 
> lightworker or boddhisatva syndrom due to a kundalini awakening going 
> bad.

Sure, that is basically what happens when the force rises up and afterwards descends
to the lower unconscious levels. The self-referential aspects of the lower chakras
leads the aspirant into psychological chaos; giving rise to psychotic states
because of the ego. There is a well-known statement about this, which goes
"the yogi swims in the unconscious, whereas the psychotic drowns in it".

This is why I have mentioned a number of times about resting in the heart of 
compassion; corresponding to the heart chakra. Upon descent the aspirant must
hold the majority of the force in the heart chakra. In that way, the seeker is
immune from the noise of the unconscious is becoming a true individual through
spiritual rebirth in the heart (when one is more concerned about the greater
good, than their own person).

-R

Hi Ray,
93
Yes, it's very important to be concerned about the greater good. But there is in my opinion, no difference between the importance of the individual and the importance of the human race at-large. The only affect the individual can really have on the race is to raise the bar by attaining his or her own enlightenment. This is in a sense, enlightened self-interest. Otherwise, the individual devolves into an altruistic state and ultimately becomes a burden to others when he or she has nothing left to give; this is the way the Brahmins traditionally behaved in India. They utlimately gave nothing to society at all, but stood around with their begging bowl; taking without giving. Thus their enlightenment is ultimately quite selfish. Rather than saying "tune in and drop out", we should say: tune in and participate in all that life has to give.
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