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I would like to discuss the idea of 'New Gnosis'.  What is it? and What is its import?
First, it is important to note that the superior officer of any Magickal Order or Magickal Lodge must have contact with the Secret Chiefs and function as a link between them and the order or lodge.  Otherwise, the order or lodge is as Crowley complained of the Golden Dawn when he discovered Mathers failure, rudderless.
And as a sidebar to this, it is a complaint that would be yet a fair assessment of every lodge, order and lineage in Thelema (including our own).
The only proof of such a contact is the production of 'New Gnosis' as the Wanga (the contact itself would be the Obeah).  This must be so or the claim to contact would be one that anyone could make.  And indeed, in the modern 'New Age' culture, it seems that many seem to have spiritual contacts and yet continue to spew the same old drivel.
So, what is New Gnosis?  It can manifest in more than several forms, but it details the on-going relationship that humanity has with its own evolutionary impulse and the evolutionary impulse of the Universe.  No truth can be static in a Universe where 'Change=Stability".  And in the Gnostic Cycles of our development, we reach new cusps where new spiritual forces are inaugurated; this being followed with the on-going development of these forces and our relationship to them.
Mathers and the original triumvirate that included Westcott and Woodward, developed the Magickal Lodge and synthesized a system of Initiation as well as establishing the work of the lodge, which was set to the quest for new information (Gnosis) by skrying the Enochian Squares.  Ancient documents were translated and made accessible and the Enochian system itself was developed in an innovative manner; uniquely different from what Dee & Kelly had produced.
The schism in the GD had two causes; first, Mathers did not seek to re-establish the triumvirate after the departure of Westcott and Woodward.  And so the order would become subject to his strengths and his weaknesses.  The second was that Mathers then came to rest on his laurels and he could not see the etheric change that was coming to our world.  In other words, he stopped producing and developing.
The Black Lodge is not one of actual people or evil spirits.  It is simply the blind force amongst the forces of the Universe.  People and spiritual beings may become swayed by this (dupes of the Black Lodge), but that doesn't make them evil either.  One can think of the Black Lodge as the autonomic reflex that formulates from the psychic habits of humanity and spiritual beings.  And so, it provides a certain strength, though it is formed from the shadow of the light of spirit.  Therefore, it is not something that needs to be destroyed or overcome; so much as it is something to be properly utilized.
Crowley saw the psychic change that was coming and ended up channeling a great deal of this Obeah into the Wanga that we call the Holy Books of Thelema and a host of other rituals, et al.  Blavatsky saw the rending of the veil that concealed the ancient wisdom that humanity might return to the pool for a fresh drink of water.  And I think one day, soon enough, materialist science will find great benefit in her work.  These two and others in diverse ways, have brought this 'fresh fever from the skies' that is called New Gnosis.
One preliminary to being able to function at such a level as to be able to produce New Gnosis, is in the creative exercise of ideas, inventions, art, et al.  And these may later prove to be sources in themselves for New Gnosis, but they are not and will not be in themselves, necessarily, New Gnosis.  But certainly we know, a large percentage of people that get involved with Ceremonial Magick, are artists and research-oriented (creative) scientists...inventors.
And so the first function of any Lodge, Order or Lineage is to show its connection to the Secret Chiefs.  In a lineage such as ours, we are yet forging that link and will require some time yet to accomplish this.  Without this, we cannot proceed in any specifically determined manner and our only rudder is to work towards this goal; that we eventually produce three who have this contact.
We then must bring those who are with us to at least the creative level; in other words, we must initiate them truly and fully that they also can perceive the subtle on-going adjustments to the psychic tides that are about us.  And from this, we will have our function and being fully directed by the Secret Chiefs.
The lodge, order or lineage then has its raison d'etre in that it then serves humanity as it has always done.  In the past, great works such as the Vedas and Upanishads, the Gnostic Gospels, the writings of Confucius and Lao Tse...and on and on.  All these are the Wanga from that fresh fever that is the Obeah.  And unto each age and each generation, these works were developed, appended and served.
The reflexive movement of the Black Lodge already has the Holy Books of Thelema being canonized, which is successful would kill them.  They must remain inspirational and we must append them with commentaries and dialogues and we must append to them with more holy books.
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Are you saying that contact with the Secret Chiefs will always result in “New Gnosis”?  And conversely, one cannot produce New Gnosis without this contact?  I can imagine the difficulties in trying to prove such contact.

 

93/93

a

Hi Ann,
93
Yes, I am saying that contact with the Secret Chiefs will always result in New Gnosis.  The Universe is dynamic as are each of us, individually.  This constant change makes each moment new and unique.  The Jazz artist, especially during improvisation, comes to see this quite readily.  As a matter of fact, writers on Jazz often quote mystics in describing improvisation and the moment of improvisation; as no two moments can ever be alike.  So that we see, though the lower ego tends to look at things as permanent, the improvisor easily gets past this maya; at least during the moments of improvisation.
New Gnosis is the proof of contact with the Secret Chiefs; though I don't want to come outright and say that without such contact, New Gnosis isn't possible.  I suspect this to be the case, but I can't speak authoritatively on this.  If there is room to argue against this, one could say that high stages of inspiration may (as in the Class AB writings, comprising most of the Thelemic canon) produce this.  Yet even in Crowley's case, he was already in contact with the Secret Chiefs and had already transmitted Liber AL.
Proof of such contact can be readily assessed in some cases, as "success is thy proof" --AL:III.42, and may need more argumentation in others, as in the detailed arguments and analysis that Crowley offers for Liber AL.  This is why the Zelator of the A.'.A.'. is directed to study Liber AL thoroughly; it's not some vanity play that Crowley set up, as his detractors claim.  Per my original message in this thread, the genius that lay behind the original organization of the Golden Dawn advanced the practice of Magick and opened it up, ultimately, to the new millenium and set up the stage for Crowley to approach and complete his task.  The schism that later befell the organization and the fact that the organization has not developed since then, shows that any connection with the Secret Chiefs has been withdrawn.
Despite the attempts at annihilation, the Gnostic Gospels and the Gnostic current itself has spanned a long course of time.  This shows how ultimately powerful this connection must have been in its time; for some.  Even that such 'fever' may have inspired many less credulous writings that might be amongst its canon; and though a good part of its message may not be appropriate in our time, certain writings, such as the Gospel of Thomas show qualities that defy even the limitations of time and show how deeply inspired (at least!) if not initiated its author was.
I am slowly making a study of Blavatsky's Mahatma Letters to see if these are also of this nature.  But certainly the Book of Dzyan is an amazing channeled Wanga; comprable and on a par with our own Liber Trigrammaton.  But though I find such things as the American Transcendalist, Dr. Bucke's Cosmic Consciousness to be revelatory, I would not claim that this brilliant man had such contact.  Much of my GCL work would be equivalent to his; if I dare say so.  And I will claim to have had one interesting contact that may have been with a Secret Chief, I have had none since and no regularization of this.  Though I am producing a great deal of creativity and hope that through my service, I may yet, one day have this honor.  But just as easily, I may be a pawn in a strategy that will bring another more deserving and because of my input.
Time will eventually tell.
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