Hi All,

93

I'm reading Thus Spake Zarathustra by Friedrich Nietzsche (that's a mouthful, and I'm a pretty good speller), after having read Polarity Magic (Berg & Harris), Dion Fortune's Moon Magic, and The Sea Priestess last year...and my mind is continually blown by how futuristic and Thelemic it is; I can hardly fathom it, especially considering that it was written in the 19th century. Sometimes I have to sit and think about the meanings of the concepts mentioned therein because they can have various subtle shades of meaning, and also because of his writing style which is beautiful (though the syntax can be different). I had heard him briefly mentioned in college philosophy class, in the hodgepodge of names, but have never studied anything of his until now. 

He was definitely divinely inspired...or would that be humanely? That or he was on some really good drugs!
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
I'm glad you're enjoying Nietzsche; Thus Spake Zarathustra is my favorite of his writings.  It was Crowley who said that at one point, people are going to have to choose between Nietzsche and superstition.  BTW: Nietzsche was a 20th century ev writer.
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This is very interesting, since I was referring to Nietszche last week in a paper on Manichaeism.  I was struck by the similarities between the experiences described by Mani and Neitszche, and some of PJ's discussions of the H.G.A.  

 

First of all illumnation, or the "fresh fever from the skies..." seems to involve a response to psychological ordeals.  The work of the A.'. A.'. is our most familiar example.  But lets look at Nietszche and Mani.  Nietszche produced his opus, 'Thus Spake Zarathustra' while retiring in the mountains (occult energy zones of the earth?) as a means of coping with the ordeals of his mental degeneration, (probably the cause of progressed syphillus)  Note that at this point of his life he would go through long perieods of sleep deprivation, followed by long periods of exhaustion.  There is a whole history lection on this; I took my sources from Paul Kriwaczek's book 'In Search of Zarathustra".  

 

Anyways, Neitszche claims to have had the whole book 'shouted at him'.  He describes his revelation with the following:  : ‘“One became two and Zarathustra passed me by”’ (Kriwaczek p. 48).  This paralels Mani's experiece, also the result of years of psychological alienation growing up in a strict cult environment, where suddenly he encounters his 'divine twin' who gives him the revelation of Manichaeism.  

 

This idea of a divine twin, or one becoming two seems to describe the H.G.A.  experience which involves prophetic gnosis.  Nietszches work seems to fit this criteria.  

 

While speaking of his suffering and madness resulting in this great work, I am reminded of a previous e-mail discussion where PJ was eschewing the Buddhist practice of taking on the world's suffering under the premise that sufferig is one's source of power, and to take another's suffering is to take his or her power.  Here is a quote from Nietszche recognizing the value of his ordeals: ‘“My illness has been my greatest boon: it unblocked me, it gave me the courage to be myself.”’ (Kriwaczek p. 47)

 

This is rather striking in a society that considers human comfort the center of the ethical universe.  

 

ps. I have one of thos 'new age Buddhist friends who claims that Nietszche wasn't enlightened because he was mad or used prostitutes.  Lets just  move back in with our parents while were at it! lol.
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Hi Ryan,
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First of all illumnation, or the "fresh fever from the skies..." seems to involve a response to psychological ordeals.  The work of the A.'. A.'. is our most familiar example. 
Actually, this 'fever' is the fever of trance and/or the fever of excitement/exultation.  It's a passion for spiritual experience as much as it is the love of God/Adonai.  It's what drives the creative juices; the poets dreaming dreams and the prophets bringing revelation.  It turns the cultural wheels and foments the body politic.
The ordeals are another matter; these straighten out in us, our imperfections and inadequacies.  They show us where our psychic work needs atunement and they provide for us opportunity to find strength where there now is weakness.    
 

Anyways, Neitszche claims to have had the whole book 'shouted at him'.  He describes his revelation with the following:  : ‘“One became two and Zarathustra passed me by”’ (Kriwaczek p. 48).  This paralels Mani's experiece, also the result of years of psychological alienation growing up in a strict cult environment, where suddenly he encounters his 'divine twin' who gives him the revelation of Manichaeism.   
This 'divine twin' of course, in Thelemic terms is the Holy Guardian Angel.  It is the same 'twin and true companion' that Jesus talks about in the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas.  What you might find interesting is the direct invocation of this as the 'twin' written into Crowley's Liber Samekh.
 

This idea of a divine twin, or one becoming two seems to describe the H.G.A.  experience which involves prophetic gnosis.  Nietszches work seems to fit this criteria.   
Yes, it seems to be the only evidentiary quality of this experience that we can rely on.  Though, there seems also to be other accompanying features that others can witness.  The transfiguration of the New Testament gives us this hint, which is well followed up on in Dr. Maurice Bucke's book, Cosmic Consciousness.  Dr. Bucke was a personal friend of Walt Whitman and was considered along with Whitman, Thoreau, Emerson, James and others as one of the American Transcendalists in this 19th century ev, American literary movement. 

 

While speaking of his suffering and madness resulting in this great work, I am reminded of a previous e-mail discussion where PJ was eschewing the Buddhist practice of taking on the world's suffering under the premise that sufferig is one's source of power, and to take another's suffering is to take his or her power.  Here is a quote from Nietszche recognizing the value of his ordeals: ‘“My illness has been my greatest boon: it unblocked me, it gave me the courage to be myself.”’ (Kriwaczek p. 47) 
I think it's important to understand the difference between compassion (the vice of kings) and pity (the Buddhist idea of compassion), which is condescending and ignoble. 

 

This is rather striking in a society that considers human comfort the center of the ethical universe.   
This is the alienation brought upon us by unchecked capitalism.  Comfort is the only 'spiritual' energy that such materialism is able to consider. 

 

ps. I have one of thos 'new age Buddhist friends who claims that Nietszche wasn't enlightened because he was mad or used prostitutes.  Lets just  move back in with our parents while were at it! lol. 
This is simply applying the false Christist morality within a Buddhist context; a real egotism on the part of your apparently snobbish, Buddhist friend.
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