Hi All,
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What is Ritual?  Why do we make the gestures and vibrate the holy words?

Here's something to consider:  Prayer doesn't have to be this delusionally sick begging 
for things from the big Santa/Parent in the sky. It can be a way of 
unlocking psychic structures through the use of symbols, that would bring us 
to a greater sense of the presence of holiness in our lives. It's a 
shame what the three desert religions and so many eastern religions did to 
this dance of joy and beauty.

It is also a shame to see that so many who get into Magick and Paganism also carry this error into their rejection of the old world religions.  They are really repeating the same mistake and ultimately, their new religions will become as inept and corrupt as the ones they abandoned.  This is also the problem with my recent criticism of some of Blavatsky's ideas.  And this is what has made works like Liber 231 so very important...but of course, all of Magickal Ritual, when performed with 'love under will' as opposed to the lust of result and the obtainment of sensual delight captures the very essence of being/the 'pure will' into all that we do, in every moment.  As Arthur Rimbaud said:  "We know how to give our whole life every day."
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I doubt that the Pagans really "reject" the desert religions; they (along with Satanists) may say so but their info about Paganism and Magick is directed towards and influenced by Christians, who they somehow want to be friends with. Also note the not too long ago changes in govt laws regarding Wicca in the military and such statements/symbols on tombstones. 

Btw, that quote is beautiful.
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There is a movement in Pagan circles to co-opt with Christist churches.  But that's not why these people initially took to the path.  Their psychology starts with a rejection of the status quo.  The modern movement shows how that was really just sour grapes and not any genuine dissatisfaction.  They were rejected by society first.
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