This is from the Sufi book Love and Attachment by Imam al-Ghazali.
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There is a story of Banu-Israil that a pious man did divine service for a pretty long time. One night he dreamt that some one was telling him: Such a woman will be your companion in paradise. He enquired about her conduct and character and stayed with her as her guest for three days to see her divine service. The pious man prayed for the whole night, but the woman slept it. He fasted the day but the woman did not fast. The pious man asked her: Have you got any other good deeds besides what I have seen? The woman said: By God I have got no other good deeds than what you have seen. Being pressed again, the woman said: I have got one nature. I don't wish to return to solvency if once I fall in poverty. I don't want to come round if once I fall ill. I don't want to enjoy shade if I remain in sun. The pious man then placed the hand of the woman upon his head and said: Is this your nature? By God, how good is this nature! This is rarely seen in divine service.

 

Compare with Liber AL chII v58. Yea! deem not of change: ye shall be as ye are, & not other. Therefore the kings of the earth shall be Kings for ever: the slaves shall serve. There is none that shall be cast down or lifted up: all is ever as it was. Yet there are masked ones my servants: it may be that yonder beggar is a King. A King may choose his garment as he will: there is no certain test: but a beggar cannot hide his poverty. 
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I find this allegory quite profound.  For me this seems to expand upon the earlier injunction given by Nuit in ch1: "Let there be no difference made among you between any one thing & any other thing; for thereby there cometh hurt." (Al:Ch. 1. l.22)

It seems that since change, or will to power is the quintessence of our universe we have no choice but to accept this injunction if we are to have the consciousness of our divine nature in every moment.  

What are some of you're thoughts?
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I actually never thought of it that way. I take it to mean that we cannot pretend to be something we're not and if we are hypocrites and have a bad "relationship" with the Earth and think it's a horrible place or life to have, we cannot expect things to go our way. There is a quote I read last month: "If you wasted this life, why wouldn't you waste the afterlife?" Change comes when we need to evolve and accept it. If we can't accept it, we will be forced to on someone else's terms. The thing is that we have certain innate tendencies but we can choose to either control, channel or exaggerate them. 
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Accepting the world on its own terms is perhaps the most difficult thing the mystic/mage can do...I've said this before.  This of course, also means accepting oneself as is in this moment.  We may have goals to accomplish and that to reach for that looms just before us.  After all, we're in a constant state of becoming.  Change is innate in this world of contending forces; it is not something we have to strive for.  More the quest is in how to direct this change; this comes with a greater knowledge of self and the world.
If one spends one's time fretting over the state of one's life or the state of the world, one creates distance and not union; not a sacrament or eucharist.  The true challenge is in learning to take things as they are...already in a state of change in order to develop a spontaneous response that proves itself an act of love under will.
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Yes, it seems that our acceptance of ourselves as we are in that moment allows the energy of the psyche to move more easily and change will occur naturally.  Ironically when we say 'I have to change' everything freezes up since to want change implies that change has been denied on a deeper level, (we only want what we think isn't there)

On another level there is no change since everything is always changing, to deem of change implies the delusion that everything is static, and if that is happening we know that we have lost the awareness of our starry nature.
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Looking into this a bit more deeply, we come to the problem of ethics and morality.  Behavior is both spontaneous as it is 'unconscious' and comes from a 'deep well' in the psyche.  The philosophical polemics of ethical behavior and what constitutes it is nothing more than a controlling meme that can destroy potency in the individual.  The intellectual layers of the psyche are far more shallow than that deep well; demonstrating reason as the lie Liber AL says it is.
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