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I was speaking with John Reid this morning, about spiritual instruction.  We touched on the idea of spiritual teachers feeling they have a karmic connection with their students.  And I can't tell you how unbelievably dangerous this can be.  It's equivalent to taking on a spouse that you don't really know and marrying your fortune to them.  The teacher then begins to feel as we do with our spouses, that everything the student does is a reflection on them.  This can create the worst, irrational behavior; as if a third party was watching a married couple argue.
The bottom line here is that the spiritual teacher can not make demands; no matter how well meaning they may be.  Remember that it is said: The road to hell is paved with good intentions.  All the teacher can do is to suggest, and allow the student to take his or her own spiritual path at their own pace and in their own winding direction.  When the student is ready for more, the student will signal the teacher.  The student can neither work at the teacher's pace nor come to attainment in the way the teacher did.
This is akin to what the SAW group is doing and they are hurting a lot of people.  They are demanding that there is only one way to attainment and committing the worst fallacies with sometimes, some of their students ending up in insane asylums as we've discussed on this list. All the teacher can do is to make suggestions to the student.  The student must then act with his or her own volition; his or her own fiat.
Remember, we are all God and we must each ourselves say: Fiat Lux!
The teacher cannot do this for you.
This is the danger of the consoler...that a teacher would console; taking on a karmic relationship.  You may become one with your spouse, but a teacher does not marry the student and shouldn't.
93/93
pj
It has come to my attention that experience is the only true teacher. The Master/Pupil relationship is a dynamic which will become outmoded as we move out of the Piscean Age. Indeed, the Master in any case can only relay to the Pupil a particular system of Knowledge as a method by which One can attain Illumination. This idea that the Master is somehow the method or mode of Illumination itself is an Osirian misrepresentation, similar to the misunderstanding of the Universe which supposed the Earth to be flat and the Sun to die every day, and tends to be source of the hubris of some self-supposed masters as well as the snivelling servility of many of their pupils. This is to be expected. At the beginning of any new enterprise, it's not all peaches and cream; how much more then the duration of trials and errors in the Dawn of a New Aeon!
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I don't quite see this, though you do make some very valid points.  Yes, the Master can only relay to the student, as you say, a particular system.  And this is indeed the flaw as what may be good for one will not necessarily and most likely not at all be good for the follower in the next generation; represented by the student.  Indeed, I strongly feel the Master has to hope that the student should exceed him or her and carry the torch yet that much further.
But there is a vital importance in a certain grounding that it doesn't necessarily take a Master to promote.  This of course is the system of the Golden Dawn College of the A.'.A.'.  The program itself is not secret, but conceals a great mystery that can be properly related by a Master and by anyone that has simply gone through any particular stage of that system in a wholesome manner.
What is required here is a thoroughly discriminating Master or teacher that respects the full domain of the student and who recognizes that the student must find his or her own direction, often enough; and that the student brings his or her own unique qualities and experiences to the work.  In other words, the Master can only mid-wife the birth of the up and coming Adept.  He or she must recognize that the past and the future are both alive and functioning in the present.  Therefore, the student is on one plane, already the Master and on another, the Master is but a pretender to the throne.  In other words, the Master should honor the student with the same reverence that the student gives the Master.
Yes, the Hubris you speak of is all too much the temptation for the teacher that is not cautious and becomes authoritarian in a negative way with the student.  The teacher loses sight of such reverence and asserts a corrupted version of the hierarchical relationship.  Such teachers as two now I've separated from in the last year, become demanding; they inject behavioral modification along with a tactical threat of fear and/or humiliation and most certainly, anger.  Ultimatums become their method of enforcement.  And in my career, I've now had three teachers overall, that have attempted this.
Such erroneous behavior sets up for the teacher, an egoic wall; once the usual ultimatum is given that would force submission by the student, the Master puts him or herself in an almost impossible position as one would have to humble oneself in order to get around the error.  This is the karmic identification manifesting in all the most negative ways, spreading through several parts of the relationship of teacher and pupil like a cancer in the body.  And the teacher has now stepped backwards, giving his or her own lower ego, once again, access to the throne.
I ran into this with John Reid last summer.  He still manages to teach me Alchemy, but the formal part of our relationship has been discarded.
And now, I've gone through this with Runar, who after trying to belittle and humiliate, has resorted to cold silence and ego defense when he does speak.
It is interesting in both cases, where the heart of each their personal expertise was needed, they failed in that moment.  They couldn't respond.  And in both cases, it was because they felt responsible for my behavior; they acted like consoler gods, which we know is so loathed by Hadit; my response being immediately disdainful and their surprise bringing to them confusion.  They did not see their egoity in misalignment.
Still, the A.'.A.'. requires a certain karmic connection; the line that maintains a certain and necessary humility in the College of the Rosy Cross.  The Master cannot advance until he or she has fashioned one to take his or her present seat.  The Minor Adept cannot move on to the work of the Major Adept until another Minor Adept is found.  In part because of the dual nature of the Aquarian Age that is yet before us.  Both Saturn and Neptune are its rulers; Saturn expressing the collectivity of our society and Neptune showing a certain spirituality in this.  And both these planets balancing the Sun (the individual and seat of the highest ego) in opposition; ruling its opposite sign, Leo.
But we have yet, the forces of the Pisces/Virgo axis in full bloom.  And so Neptune is there in Pisces and Mercury; the rudiments of Magick and the perfection of this knowledge as is the proclivity of Virgo.  Isis herself is the constellation, and she holds the chaff of wheat containing the star Spica; the seed of nature herself.  Isis is the inducer of Initiation and not the Master nor any Magickal Order.  Her mystery is the expression of Truth in the so-called Maya; the illusion that is a part of the Neptunian nature of Pisces.
Both John and Runar forgot this in moments, and with the false sense of Karma, they thought they were Initiating me.  But they could only be the agents of Isis.  And Isis gives no one the power of attorney.
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