Last night I got to think about relationships that are based on power, whether overtly or covertly sadomasochistic or based on stereotypical gender roles as per society. I came to the conclusion that one or both individuals feel powerless (weak) in other areas of their lives and attempt to compensate using the extreme of force, including manipulation. In turn the energy that could go into a normal dynamic and growing relationship stagnates, if there was any chance of it at all. The stronger individual will eventually succuumb simply by remaining in the relationship and becomes codependent. 
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
I think you touch upon something very important here; especially when considering spiritual relationships.  And we have several; the student/teacher relationship, the husband/wife or working couple and the sister/brother or magickal fraternity/lodge relationship.  In all cases, when the power dynamic enters the totality, an alienation becomes an intrinsic part of the new dynamic.  Not only is the power motif a part of the problem after the death of God as Neitzsche put it, but it is also a part of the disease that Neitzsche describes as the Emotional Plague.
No spiritual teacher should out-muscle you.
No spouse should manipulate you.
No lodge is greater than any one of its participants.
93/93
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Too often, especially in relationships between men and women, we find that people are subjecting themselves to a lifestyle for which they have little or no intrinsic desire, but only a psychological phantasm manufactured for them by their parents, society, culture. This explains both extremes: of those people who scramble to conform to the ideals of their culture and those people who put themselves at the mercy of the herd by vehemently assessing their non-conformity... and end up creating a "counter" culture that conforms in any event. In a sense, this is the brilliance of the capitolist superstructure, that it leaves room for anything to become a product on its pop culture assembly line, so that all attempts to undermine it inevitably come to serve it. 

 

A great example: (the "New Age" movement as a whole... but) James Redfield's Celestine Prophecy. In this book, he touches on a lot of valid points about the nature of energy transferral between people, about how people manipulate one another for energy... then one gets to chapter eight, where we find this insinuation that culture will evolve to the point where people will pay one another for"spiritual" help. And by the end of the book, lo and behold, "subscribe to my newsletter, only 30 bucks a year", etc., etc. It was very disapointing for me to see so many of the points which I had myself deduced from many a shipwrecked relationship elucidated so simply, and then dashed to Hell by the undermining intent of the writer. The greatest sorrow of all of this, however, is that these people often fail to observe for themselves their own true motivations.

 

Hence, the importance of "Know Thyself."

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE!

Rommial 

Hi Charles,
93
The focus of one's awareness is usually distracted in those that don't pursue a Gnostic effort; and remain sub-human in the development of their capacities.  They are as sleepers caught in the 'Matrix'.  And the electrical current that you suggested as running through the herd is the dehumanizing factor.  It is the cognitive dissonance holding a rudderless anti-ideology that pours its shadow over their culture.  The 'Lowest Common Denominator' is not any one person at all, but a mythical community that has no idea of the needs of the actual community at-large.  This is the alienation that destroys the integrity of the totality of the community...the city/state.
So it seems almost natural that this 'emotional plague' should also absorb up its spiritual leaders and intefere with their effectiveness.  Communication is destroyed and the thinking minds can't be heard, even if they had the opportunity to be heard.  So as Trigrammaton intimates, the 'Black Brothers' have confused the symbols; dangerous and false prophets make their way onto the stage.
The confusion is the unconsciousness of life; so that the practical work of the Gnostic method is to make a more cognizant connection with the present moment.  It is adjoined by the work of expanding the intellectual acuity and emotional clarity.
And it all has meaning when we realize that the way out of the 'Emotional Plague' is to reach over our heads for something above and beyond who and what we presently are.  This is the new hierarchy (within the self!) to replace the one that Copernicus and Galileo tore down (without the self).  But we have no myth to put it in place; at least the new myths that are arising haven't really been able to yet, take root.  So in the meantime, their is corruption in most relationships.
The interesting question then is, does this represent the natural human tendency.  And are we as Blavatsky suggests, creatures that will eventually devolve in an evolutionary cycle of root races?  Even so, are we really on that part of the arc that this point?  What of the Deluge?  Does our culture really go through this full cycle in such a relatively short time?
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From the signs that I have interpreted, regarding the Age of Aquarius about which so many are so rigourously optimistic, and into which we have actually yet to move, we are now moving out of an Age of Futility, in which we needlessly exhaust our resources. The Futility itself is a result of our succumbing, as a culture, to the shadow self which greedily grasps at power by setting our whole economy along such lines so that the resources upon which it depends are not only exhaustible, but limited. Its the familiar and valid argument about how we have chosen our sources of energy: i.e., petroleum over hemp or ethanol, etc. 

 

The result of our exhausting the resources on which our economy is based will be a full-sale Indolence, in which, not only will the lower classes become destitute, but there will be nothing for the upper classes either. Then it will become a rather gory affair. It is no mere coincidence that I utilize here the titles of the Minor Arcana for the 7 of Swords and the 8 of Cups. If one traces out the Great Years, in correspondence with the Court Cards and and their astrological attributions via the I-Ching, a pattern reveals itself. But these are the substrata, the undercurrent, or undertow, as the case may be. Your aforementioned "Lowest Common Denominator. These are the Dark Ages approaching of the New Aeon. We are still as yet between the Ages of Pisces and Aquarius. The transition will be rough. But is not Trial and Error the way of Science?

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE!

Rommial

Hi Charles,
93
 

From the signs that I have interpreted, regarding the Age of Aquarius about which so many are so rigourously optimistic, and into which we have actually yet to move, we are now moving out of an Age of Futility, in which we needlessly exhaust our resources.  
This is still a by-product of the Piscean Age and a part of its death throw.  The Piscean Age itself is a part of the Spiritual cycle; assuming three cycles: Spiritual, Mundane and Integrated.  In the Spiritual part of the cycle, that which is mundane and of the physical plane is eschewed.  Remember that these cycles have their sub-cycles of shorter term; even as short as a decade.  But overall, in denying the value of the physical, a shadow nature emerges that belongs to what Nietszche called the 'Will to Power.'  This is connected with an a priori nihilism that is its root source.  When the earth is eschewed, survival itself is pointless.
 

The Futility itself is a result of our succumbing, as a culture, to the shadow self which greedily grasps at power by setting our whole economy along such lines so that the resources upon which it depends are not only exhaustible, but limited. Its the familiar and valid argument about how we have chosen our sources of energy: i.e., petroleum over hemp or ethanol, etc.  
Hemp was devalued cleverly by DuPont in order to promote his chemical business.  This is the failure of capitalism; the pointless propaganda in the false manipulation of profit.  Capitalism is then perverted and fails to serve the community.  But of course, as Ayn Rand points out, it requires a statist (or fascist) effort to allow for such a corruption of the market.
But yes, the nihilism sets up an alienation that destroys the totality of our society.  And as the people go, so the Earth also goes; we are of the Earth as much as we are of the Spirit.  So it is only inevitable that there is wholesale disturbances in the natural flow of the Earth's resources as much as there is war and pestilence. 

 

The result of our exhausting the resources on which our economy is based will be a full-sale Indolence, in which, not only will the lower classes become destitute, but there will be nothing for the upper classes either.  
This is the impending class war that I have been waiting for and which seems to me to be inevitable.
 

Then it will become a rather gory affair. It is no mere coincidence that I utilize here the titles of the Minor Arcana for the 7 of Swords and the 8 of Cups.  
It is interesting that the Tower (War) sits between these two Sephiroth.
 

If one traces out the Great Years, in correspondence with the Court Cards and and their astrological attributions via the I-Ching, a pattern reveals itself. But these are the substrata, the undercurrent, or undertow, as the case may be. Your aforementioned "Lowest Common Denominator.  
Would you elaborate a bit more on this?  I'd be interested in examining this Court Card pattern.
 
 These are the Dark Ages approaching of the New Aeon. We are still as yet between the Ages of Pisces and Aquarius. The transition will be rough. But is not Trial and Error the way of Science? 
I always take great satisfaction when someone comes to see that we have not yet entered the Age of Aquarius; it's really more a Thelemic pipe-dream, popularized by Kenneth Grant.  The Thelemic 'Aeon' in contrast with the 'Age' of Pisces is part of the tertiary cycle I described above.  And it may or may not have an Aquarian influence, but is still to be discriminated in contrast to the nature of an Age.  As I describe in my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Gnostic%20Cycles.html, aeons are really more mundane in nature and pertain to cycles of approximately 500+ (to maybe even 1,000) years; at least in the way the AL implicity prophecies. This also explains why we have seen some Aquarian elements.
But remember also, we have seen the Rosicrucians declare the Age of Aquarius in about 1600ev.  And maybe even we can consider the idea of Aeons more in line with the way the ancient Gnostics saw them.  They can represent a range of psychic capacities and the initiatory states of consciousness, as represented by the god or demi-god anthropomorphosism of these forces in the ancient cosmology.  I don't know if we can then take what to me is a misplaced logical leap into formulating theories on time surfing.
Per Science, before 'trial and error' we need to gather more information on human history and move these knowledge lectures on time from the speculative state they're really in, to something more actual and backed up with archaeological and anthropological evidence and insight.  I'm hoping soon enough in my Blavatsky readings, to gain an understanding of her 'Root Race' theory and it's cycle; and how that's backed up scientifically (if it can be).
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To elaborate on the Minor Arcana and their correspondence with the Great Years. Per the Thoth Deck:there is attributed to each of the numbered cards a Sign of the Zodiac, in sets of 3. Now, taking the realization that the Atrological dominion of each court card begins in the last ten degrees of one sign and ends with the last 20 degrees of the next, we may postulate this very interesting concept: that each one of the Sub-elements has its dominion in a different triad. The Knights would represent 7, 8, 9. The Princes 4, 5, 6. And the Queens 10, 2, 3. This Correlation of the Queens has an interesting connection with general Qabalistic Lore, that Malkuth is in Kether, as the dominion of the Queens extends from Malkuth and then into the Supernal Triad. The only problem that I've really had reconciling is the Princesses. I can only vaguely group them with the Aces.

 

Now, we know that the Great Years move "backwards" through the Zodiac timeline. Hence Pisces moving into Aquarius. But even with the passage of Pisces into Aquarius, we will still be under the influence of the Knight of Cups: the wish-washy,"Emotional Plague", of which you speak. If I  remember how the years count, this will persist for another 700 or so years into the Age of Aquarius. In other words, I don't believe that you or I will see the true "Dawn" of the Age of Aquarius, whence these influences will move into the middle triad.

 

Now: by using the correspondances of the Court Cards with the I-ching, and studying the line-by-line Astrological and Divinatory meanings, I've managed to correspond those line-by-line meanings, in groups of two lines with each court card. But this was done as much with intuition as with logic, and I'm still working on it. I'm in kind of a lull in those facets of my Work, as a matter of fact, due to extenuating life circumstances, and have not approached these concepts in some time. It should be noted, however, that the correspondance with the I-ching revealed to me a not quite linear progression insofar as the influences of each of the minor arcana concepts correlated with different periods of time. 

 

Nonetheless, anyone should be capable of obtaining a general comprehension of my theories if they take four blank diagrams of the tree of life and plug the numbered cards in their proper places in the correct order of the zodiac. In this process, they should be splitting the sub-elemental attributions into four Tetragrammatical "seasons", in which case it should be evident where the Princesses fit in, insofar as a linear progression might be postulated. For instance, beginning with the Knight of Cups:

 

Fire of Water(Knight of Cups)

Water of Fire(Queen of Wands)

Air of Earth(Prince of Disks)

 

This obviously leaves only one option by which the forces may be balanced:

 

Earth of Air(Princess of Swords)

 

Hence will each Tetragrmmatical progresssion contain all four suits. It is to be remembered, however, that the Prncesses are those elemental beings which have no correspondance on the timeline. What this doctrine implies I will not yet necessarily say, though Lord knows I have been involved with enough "Princesses".

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE!

Rommial 

Hi Charles,
93
To elaborate on the Minor Arcana and their correspondence with the Great Years. Per the Thoth Deck:there is attributed to each of the numbered cards a Sign of the Zodiac, in sets of 3.  
Yes, but I'm not sure that these are decans; such would seem to be an arbitrary decision; especially considering for example, the 2 and 3 of Wands are ruled by the planets of the first two decans of Aries, but the third decan doesn't see its ruler appear until the 6 of Wands and there it's not in Aries, but in Leo.  The third Aries card (4 of Wands) finds Venus, when it should have found Jupiter.  In actuality, the cards represent specific planets in these signs and in correspondence, of course, to the Sephiroth.
 

Now, taking the realization that the Atrological dominion of each court card begins in the last ten degrees of one sign and ends with the last 20 degrees of the next, we may postulate this very interesting concept: that each one of the Sub-elements has its dominion in a different triad. The Knights would represent 7, 8, 9. The Princes 4, 5, 6. And the Queens 10, 2, 3.  
I'm not sure I'm following you here; the Court Cards don't represent even the Cardinal Signs, but the elements themselves.  The Knight of Wands could be said to represent Aries as the Cardinal sign of Fire, with the Queen of Wands to Cancer, et al.  But then the sub-elements, say the Queen of Fire (Water of Fire), the Prince of Wands (Air of Fire) and the Princess of Wands (Earth of Fire) having no direct Astrological correspondence along those lines.  There are not four of any elemental sign in the Zodiac.  These three sub-elements (Water, Air & Earth) of Fire could possibly be assigned to the three triads, but I think that would be a serious mixing of the Planes.
Rather, the sub-elements belong each to their own plane; Water, Air and Earth of Fire still pertain to Atziluth, with the other suits in corresponding fashion.
 

This Correlation of the Queens has an interesting connection with general Qabalistic Lore, that Malkuth is in Kether, as the dominion of the Queens extends from Malkuth and then into the Supernal Triad. The only problem that I've really had reconciling is the Princesses. I can only vaguely group them with the Aces. 
I'll need to understand what you're saying above before I can understand what your concluding and then speculating on here. 

 

Now, we know that the Great Years move "backwards" through the Zodiac timeline. Hence Pisces moving into Aquarius. But even with the passage of Pisces into Aquarius, we will still be under the influence of the Knight of Cups: the wish-washy,"Emotional Plague", of which you speak. If I  remember how the years count, this will persist for another 700 or so years into the Age of Aquarius. In other words, I don't believe that you or I will see the true "Dawn" of the Age of Aquarius, whence these influences will move into the middle triad. 
One really fascinating part of the Astrology here is that because of the oval nature of the Zodiac, the Age of Pisces is unusally long.  It's divergence from the mathematical 2100 years, shows an excess of almost 550 years.  And considering as again, I state in my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Gnostic%20Cycles.html, that an aeon is approximately 500+ years in length (in contrast with the 2100 year Astrological Age); that being an organic unit from which we can also examine movements in human history.
Though I like you're drawing a connection between the Knight of Cups and the Emotional Plague, I still don't understand your rationale for the attributions, as I noted above.  But I will say that Thelema and the revelation that Horus has taken the throne of Ra shows this period of time, this aeon to be a connecting link between Pisces and Aquarius.  As such, Crowley and Motta have both intimated that this aeon is about the correction of Christianity; against the corruption so long held over the mysteries because of the work of the Black Lodge.
Now: by using the correspondances of the Court Cards with the I-ching, and studying the line-by-line Astrological and Divinatory meanings, I've managed to correspond those line-by-line meanings, in groups of two lines with each court card. But this was done as much with intuition as with logic, and I'm still working on it. I'm in kind of a lull in those facets of my Work, as a matter of fact, due to extenuating life circumstances, and have not approached these concepts in some time. It should be noted, however, that the correspondance with the I-ching revealed to me a not quite linear progression insofar as the influences of each of the minor arcana concepts correlated with different periods of time.  
You would enjoy Motta's, Crowley's and even my own comments on the Yi-Jing; I've attached the document.  In it, you'll find that Crowley attributed the 4 of Wands to Spring.  Cf. Hexagram 11 Tai (Peace); it is "Kteis of Phallus; Spring; Free Course".  It would be interesting to see the different choices you've ended up with and the contraset.
 

Nonetheless, anyone should be capable of obtaining a general comprehension of my theories if they take four blank diagrams of the tree of life and plug the numbered cards in their proper places in the correct order of the zodiac. In this process, they should be splitting the sub-elemental attributions into four Tetragrammatical "seasons", in which case it should be evident where the Princesses fit in, insofar as a linear progression might be postulated. For instance, beginning with the Knight of Cups: 
Drawing up such a list, we'd find four cards on each of the seven planetary Sephiroth.  The Court Cards would find the Princes on Malkuth and the third and second Supernals as well as Malkuth would each find themselves double up with Minor Arcana and Court Cards. And so for example, Mars includes the 2 of Wands, 5 of Cups, 9 of Swords and the 3 of Disks.  Using Tiphareth as the Sun, we get on the one Sephirah; the 9 of Wands, 6 of Cups, 10 of Swords and the 8 of Disks, as these cards are each ruled by the Sun in a sign. 
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On 11/25/06, charles butler <bloodybodhisattva@yahoo.com> wrote: 

Too often, especially in relationships between men and women, we find that people are subjecting themselves to a lifestyle for which they have little or no intrinsic desire, but only a psychological phantasm manufactured for them by their parents, society, culture. This explains both extremes: of those people who scramble to conform to the ideals of their culture and those people who put themselves at the mercy of the herd by vehemently assessing their non-conformity... and end up creating a "counter" culture that conforms in any event. In a sense, this is the brilliance of the capitolist superstructure, that it leaves room for anything to become a product on its pop culture assembly line, so that all attempts to undermine it inevitably come to serve it. 

It's a mindset, and an outdated one at that. The spontaneity of living, being, thinking in the moment is gone. Instead, the effort goes into keeping up appearances and using more extreme measures to maintain the minimum of function. One can't force something that's not there and vital, lest they become insane. 

 

Speaking of capitalism and conformity, there was an article I put up recently where the majority of taxi drivers in one state are Muslim. They voluntarily lose business when they discriminate against people who want rides. So if another company opened to compete, they themselves might not have much business to compete with. That wouldn't really work either. 
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
Yes, quite profound, as you say: "using more extreme measures to maintain the minimum of function."  When it is just about power, and there is no Aspiration to something higher than ourselves, ethical and moral integrity become the first to go.  There is then no vitality, but the need to keep appearances in a futile quest for a false sense of empowerment.  As you can see in our society, the greed that has us all reaching for money and gadgets looms over us like a dark shadow trying to force upon us a life that is not real at all.
93/93
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I like the "definition of insanity" where one repeats the same thing over and over and expects a different result.

Where'd you get that from?

93

Cammy

I noticed that when it comes to being social, there's a hierarchy of sorts. If you appear to have low self-esteem or confidence or even if you don't talk at certain moments (I like Paul Thomas' myspace blog entry about the "need" people have to acknowledge each other's presence), people will walk all over you. It's instinctual. I guess it's a kind of social Darwinism. The learning of it has helped me be stronger, but I think the unconsciousness of it is rather stupid, and some situations useless. Another example is how people look down on someone just because of their job. One should feel good about themselves, but at the same time I also agree with feeling better than the common man, of having higher standards from within. 
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Cammy

PJ:

I had taken a much simpler approach with the correspondences than you are intimating here. A numerological approach, which then proceeded to the astrological. I should like to have the time to copy the diagrams and send them to you, as they will most likely make more sense in that vain.

 

Likewise, in regard to the actual Astrological dominion of Pisces extending so far, we come into another interesting concept: Do we simply take the twelve-sign Zodiac as an arbitrary set of categories in which to frame our observations of history, and draw our conclusions thusly, or do we include in our calculations the fact that the sun also passes through the foot of Ophiuchus on its way to the Archer? In which case the entire timeline becomes less symmetrical, though more precisely Astronomical?

 

I will admit, you are obviously much better versed in Astrology than myself, and many of my conclusions are based on a limited field of knowledge. Nonetheless, what has validated for me these observations has been certain experiences which have linked them together. 

 

I hope to get time to read the I-ching you sent me. You'd sent it before, but I couldn't access it due to having a screwed up CPU. I should be able to do so now. Thank you. 

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE!

Rommial 

Hi Charles,
93
I'll look forward to getting the numerological speculations you set up on the Tarot.
Per the Astrology, it seems with some inherent shifting of the constellations that Ophiuchus is now on the ecliptic, with the Sun traversing it for about two weeks of the year.  And this of course, is a sidereal charting.  I'm not sure that that much would change in a tropical zodiac as its purpose is different.  But I can see how this affects the cycles of the Ages or Gnostic Cycles (cf. my article).  It seems that if constellations can shift a bit, there's a more active or living calendar that will be constantly in formation.
This sounds very healthy to me.  I've never liked the idea that somehow the destiny of the Universe (or at least our solar system) is fixed.  I see the Universe in a far more organic fashion.
93/93
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You know what also sucks? The concept of men and women being kept, living off the partner's money. The man would be a gigolo/cabana boy, and the woman as we all know would be a prostitute. Motta wrote about it too, that is, of men being kept. I can't imagine any relationship of depth coming out of it. 
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Cammy

In a message dated 11/28/06 9:27:55 PM, followingthemuse@gmail.com writes:


Motta wrote about it too, that is, of men being kept. I can't imagine any relationship of depth coming out of it.
93
Cammy


Why would there be any more or less one way or the other?
Regards,
johnmoon3717@aol.com
Hi everyone,

93

A very interesting discussion overall.  I definately see a nihilist element here.  Without the higher aspiration i.e. 'god is dead,' there is just a blind sense of ego gratification, a blind will to power as opposed to the directed life affirming variety.  It is really too depressing to think about; but is this not the general direction of our politics?  Even the religious right... or the left... their foot steps betray their 'rightious words'.  For most (not all, some are just naive) 'god, family values, freedom, even anti holocaust/imperialist sentiments' seem to be blinds, or at least rhetorical moves in a much dirtier language game; a game of power over others.  

 

The most biting observation is that everyone thinks that they know the answers of life, the right way etc.  Most people are naturally too willing to preach it (it varies by degrees)  yet upon examining their blind spots...(even great people) there are many questionable problems (usually secret personal one's) that contradict the integritiy of their claims.  

 

Nonetheless my intuition tells me that there is at least the rare possibility of a high degree of sincerity and integrity in ones quest for wisdom which does lend a person's aura a certain luminosity, and despite the in-escapeable flaws of our finitude there does seem to be a way to live and die that is artful (integrity?).  This for me is holiness, which is determined more from the inner conditions... that is a deep sincerity, that seems to reconcile this issue for me.  Though my dagger is alway ready to give certain schmucks their well earned eternal reward....  (I mean people not ideas...so don't lynch me!)
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Ryan 

Hi Ryan,
93
I think that so many people have these hidden agendas as they really want the world ordered to their private predilection.  The mystical truth is that everything about the world is exactly as it is supposed to be.  We have only to consider our relation to it; and if we don't like the world, we have to consider our problem within ourselves.  And so people try to change the world in order to practice this petty power mongering.  They serve nothing but their own whims in order to find their own comfort level.  This is blind power movement; it's motto: My way or the highway.
This on a lower plane has a correspondence on the higher plane wherein the Abyss resides.  Here, the Adeptus Exemptus is tempted to believe that he or she is the only god.  In other words, they want the universe mapped to their own whims as they don't like the universe as it is.  The isolation is supreme at this level as it is a supernal level.  But its lower correspondence in the petty ego should be easy to see.
93/93
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Hi PJ,

This sheds much light on the issue of the black

brother.  The sad thing is that everyone is a

potential black brother.  

The thing that I find most irritating in the

religion/philosophy dept. at school is that the hidden

agenda's are roughly along these lines.  The popular

theories in use are postmodern/critical theory

(marxist influence), and as you know and love lol.

deconstructionism.  But the goal here is to throw out

ontology  and metaphysics in a rhetorical language

game championing hidden ideals of equality, peace,

perhaps secular tolerance for outmoded ideas etc. 

They use the Holocaust as a prime source of

justification for this sophistry, saying that modern

reason etc. made the holocaust possible.  

However they are forgetting that it is a two way

street: ideas and actions are mutually dependent.  It

was humanity's resistance to such modern ideals that

led to the holocaust, not the ideas themselves.  

This sophistry is a sickness... it leads people to an

obligation of servitude, their postures literally

bend, there is an obligation to lower our testosterone

levels, to act harmless and to blindly route for what

the ivory tower priests tell us is just.  One is

taught to follow the will of the herd in the name of

humanity! Is this not what most Nazi's were doing?

These well intentioned pink worshipers don't

understand that such rhetorical tactics are equally

used successfully for destructive ends, i.e. aryan

rhetoric.  The ideas of science and objectivity being

challenged actually provide an opportunity to shut

down such rhetoric.  Ofcourse the scientific community

is also guilty of sophistry, see Michael Cremo's

forbidden archeology, but such is not science.  

There is no point trying to convert such folk, one can

only challenge such card castles and put the cognitive

dissonant one's to work.  The funny thing is they

usually put themselves to work, slaves that they are.
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Ryan 

Hi Ryan,

93

I guess working backwards from your post, we must remember that we need the 'slaves.'  In other words, every rung of society is necessary to some end; even the hooker/druggie class serves as a barometer to our success as a society.  And so hierarchy is as evident as it is necessary in nature as much as in the human community.

The false ideal, unstated and anti-ideological (sotospeak), is democracy.  But note, though it can be evaluated in terms of hidden agendas, it can also be evaluated in terms of the human shadow.  It becomes a by-product of our alienation as it also amplifies that alienation.  Even America's Founding Fathers new this and subtly sewed in an oligarchy underneath the framework of our constitution.

The successful, the kings of our society, understand the hierarchy and know how to take the Universe on its own terms.  This is a very sober involvement that works outside of vanity and fear along with the rest of the cognitive dissonance.  Such cognitive dissonance is the piper's flute for the slaves.  But even we as kings have our trance.  It is simply a different trance; albeit more sophisticated and enlightened.

When we think of sophisticated and enlightened as betting 'better' than the slave trance, we capitulate to our vanity.  This will produce an egoic current in the psyche, and it will take on its own force.  The striving must always be to see the godhead in everyone; lest that momentum grab hold of you in the Abyss.  But that is not an advocation of democracy.  Rather, its a thread, connecting us in a polyphonic harmony; each our own place in the hierarchical chord.

93/93
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The simple way to keep in mind that Illumination does not make us better than our fellows is to remember that we can only be as much as we can do, and we can only do as much they will allow us. Hence, the efficiency of discretion and subversion when dealing with the mob. It's the lesson of the Man of Valour: Discretion is the better part of Valour. The focal problem that people often meet when violating this rule is that they have some insecurity which makes them feel they need to be public or openly validated for their Work. Yet they might find, if they relaxed and kept to themselves, that the Work validates itself, and the mob parts to make clear the Way. 
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Rommial 

Hi Charles,
93
I like what you're saying, and of course, you're right.  But I can't help feeling that society also needs those that push the boundaries.  They're not seeking public validation; just trying to push the envelope.  Such characters are our shamans.  And this is what leadership is made of.
Do they suffer at the hands of the mob?  Yes, but such are heroes and not fools; though there are those pretenders who are merely fools.
93/93
pj
Indeed: "Ye are against the people, O my chosen!" - AL

II, 25

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE!

Rommial

Hi Charles,
93
Indeed: "Those who discuss the contents of this Book are to be shunned by all, as centres of pestilence."
From the Class A comment to Liber AL.
Which reminds me of the beginnings or Rourke's speech in Ayn Rand's Fountainhead:
Thousands of years ago, the first man discovered how to make fire. He was probably burned at the stake he had taught his brothers to light. He was considered an evildoer who had dealt with a demon mankind dreaded. But thereafter men had fire to keep them warm, to cook their food, to light their caves. He had left them a gift they had not conceived and he had lifted darkness off the earth. Centuries later, the first man invented the wheel. He was probably torn on the rack he had taught his brothers to build. He was considered a transgressor who ventured into forbidden territory. But thereafter, men could travel past any horizon. He had left them a gift they had not conceived and he had opened the roads of the world.
93
pj
It looks like not only bigotry, but jealousy plays a part as well. Motta wrote that jealousy is a form of insecurity. The context was concerned with attractiveness, but we can think of it in terms of creative power too. The mob was pissed off because someone else was braver, smarter than them. Using social Darwinism (also tied into eugenics - selective breeding), only the strong survive and adapt. Death comes for the rest. 

93

Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
We could think more in terms of the law of dynamics, which says that every action has an equal and opposite reaction.  Humans in many ways and despite the civilizing force of the city/state remain victims of nature.  Or as Gurdjieff puts it, victims of the Moon.  So that when someone comes along with a strong life-affirming Gnosis, he or she will meet their opposition.
93/93
pj
It is interesting that you mention Gurdjieff. All throughout my contemplations on this thread I had thought and continually forgotten to mention, that in regards to One's relation to One's own perception, I found that P.D. Ouspensky(a contemporary of Gurdjieff) did an excellent job of expressing, in different terminology, much of what is stated in the Works of Crowley. I've only read Tertium Organum, though, so I can't say as to how he builds on the Foundation of his Work. But I would highly recommend that book!

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE!

Rommial

Hi Charles,
93
Yes, I especially recommend to my Zelators that they read P.D. Ouspensky's In Search of the Miraculous.  And certainly for everyone's benefit, I'll attach some of Ouspensky's Psychology of Man's Possible Evolution.
93/93
pj
