Power promotes hypocrisy, study finds
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2009 may well be re​mem​bered for its scandal-ridden head​lines, from ad​mis​sions of ex​tra​mar​i​tal af​fairs by gov​er​nors and sen​a​tors, to cor​po​rate ex​ec​u​tives fly​ing pri​vate jets while cut​ting em​ploy​ee ben​e​fits, and most re​cent​ly, to a mys​te​ri​ous early morn​ing car crash in Flor​i​da. The past year has been marked by a se​ries of mor​al trans​gres​sions by pow​er​ful fig​ures in po​lit​i​cal, busi​ness and celebr​ity cir​cles.
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	A new study ex​plores why pow​er​ful peo​ple – many of whom take a mor​al high ground – don’t prac​tice what they preach. Above, a ses​sion of U.S. Con​gress pre​pares to lis​ten to the pre​si​dent's State of the Union Speech in a 2003 White House photo.




A new study ex​plores why pow​er​ful peo​ple – many of whom take a mor​al high ground – don’t prac​tice what they preach.

Re​search​ers sought to de​ter​mine wheth​er pow​er in​spires hy​poc​ri​sy, the ten​den​cy to hold high stan​dards for oth​ers while per​form​ing mor​ally sus​pect be​hav​iors one​self. The re​search found that pow​er makes peo​ple stricter in mor​al judg​ment of oth​ers – while go​ing easier on them​selves.

The re​search was con​ducted by Joris Lam​mers and Diederik A. Stapel of Til​burg Un​ivers​ity in the Neth​er​lands, and by Ad​am Galin​sky of the Kel​logg School of Man​age​ment at North​west​ern Un​ivers​ity in Ev​ans​ton, Ill. The ar​ti​cle is to ap​pear in a forth​com​ing is​sue of Psy​cho​log​i​cal Sci​ence.

“This re​search is es​pe​cially rel​e​vant to the big​gest scan​dals of 2009, as we look back on how pri​vate be​hav​ior of​ten con​tra​dicted the pub​lic stance of par​tic​u​lar in​di​vid​u​als in pow​er,” said Galin​sky. “For in​stance, we saw some politi​cians use pub​lic funds for pri​vate ben​e​fits while call​ing for smaller gov​ern​ment, or have ex​tra​mar​i​tal af​fairs while ad​vo​cat​ing family val​ues. Sim​i​lar​ly, we wit​nessed CEOs of ma​jor fi​nan​cial in​sti​tu​tions ac​cept​ing ex​ec​u​tive bo​nus​es while sim​ul​ta​ne​ously ask​ing for gov​ern​ment bail​out mon​ey.”

“Ac​cord​ing to our re​search, pow​er and in​flu​ence can cause a se​vere dis​con​nect be​tween pub​lic judg​ment and pri​vate be​hav​ior, and as a re​sult, the pow​er​ful are stricter in their judg​ment of oth​ers while be​ing more le​ni​ent to​ward their own ac​tions,” he con​tin​ued.

To sim​u​late an ex​pe​ri​ence of pow​er, the re​search​ers as​signed roles of high-pow​er and low-pow​er po​si​tions to a group of study par​ti​ci​pants. Some were as​signed the role of prime min​is​ter and oth​ers civ​il serv​ant. The par​ti​ci​pants were then pre​sented with mor​al dilem​mas re​lat​ed to break​ing traf​fic rules, de​clar​ing taxes, and re​turn​ing a stol​en bike.

Through a se​ries of five ex​pe​ri​ments, the re​search​ers ex​am​ined the im​pact of pow​er on mor​al hy​poc​ri​sy. For ex​am​ple, in one ex​pe​ri​ment the “pow​er​ful” par​ti​ci​pants con​demned the cheat​ing of oth​ers while cheat​ing more them​selves. High-pow​er par​ti​ci​pants al​so tended to con​demn over-reporting of trav​el ex​penses. But, when giv​en a chance to cheat on a di​ce game to win lot​tery tick​ets (played alone in a pri​vate cu​bi​cle), the pow​er​ful peo​ple re​ported win​ning a high​er amount of lot​tery tick​ets than did low-pow​er par​ti​ci​pants.

Three ad​di​tion​al ex​pe​ri​ments fur​ther ex​am​ined the de​gree to which pow​er​ful peo​ple ac​cept their own mor​al trans​gres​sions ver​sus those com​mit​ted by oth​ers. In all cases, those as​signed to high-pow​er roles showed sig​nif​i​cant hy​poc​ri​sy by more strictly judg​ing oth​ers for speed​ing, dodg​ing taxes and keep​ing a stol​en bike, while find​ing it more ac​ceptable to en​gage in these be​hav​iors them​selves, the re​search​ers said.

Galin​sky said hy​poc​ri​sy has its great​est im​pact among peo​ple who are le​git​i​mately pow​er​ful. In con​trast, a fifth ex​pe​ri​ment found that peo​ple who don’t feel per​son​ally en​ti​tled to their pow​er are ac​tu​ally harder on them​selves than they are on oth​ers, a phe​nom​e​non the re​search​ers dubbed “hy​per​crisy.” The ten​den​cy to be harder on the self than on oth​ers al​so char​ac​ter​ized the pow​erless in mul​ti​ple stud​ies.

“Ul​ti​mately, pat​terns of hy​poc​ri​sy and hy​per​crisy per​pet​u​ate so​cial in​equal​ity.. The pow​er​ful im​pose rules and re​straints on oth​ers while dis​re​gard​ing these re​straints for them​selves, where​as the pow​erless col​la​bo​rate in re​pro​duc​ing so​cial in​equal​ity be​cause they don’t feel the same en​ti​tle​ment,” Galin​sky con​clud​ed.
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So power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely?

 

I think the proplem is with the definition of 'power'.  The petty power mongers need to project a false morality onto others in order to acquire their 'power'.  The slave morality if you will.  Yet this is false 'power' since the need for power over others reflects a genuine lack of self confidence.  Only those who are ignorant of being an omnipotent and creative being would need such an experience.  

 

Real power does not corrupt since it is always there and rarely used, that is creative power, the power to do, to make.  Not to take away or control others, such as the case of those idiots who preach about morals and the biggers idiots who actually take moral seriously!

 

It seems that political power as we understand it is of this impotent variety.  We need political leaders, not polical power mongers.  Yet I think there is a sliding scale in which real leadership can actually show itself and there is a level of 'foul play' needed to fend off those narcisistic politicians and their smear campaigns.  
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A few comments...
So power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely?
I think the proplem is with the definition of 'power'.  The petty power mongers need to project a false morality onto others in order to acquire their 'power'.  The slave morality if you will.  Yet this is false 'power' since the need for power over others reflects a genuine lack of self confidence.  Only those who are ignorant of being an omnipotent and creative being would need such an experience.  

In its theoretical analysis, you are of course, on point here.  And it's especially relevant to not the nobility of culture is in its arts and humanities.  This is a true spiritual power.  However, at least in current circumstances, the forces of the 'petty power mongers' create real and dangerous hazards for those that would tangle with them.  To circumscribe our necessary relation with these forces is to learn how to use the machine to our own ends; whereas most are victimized and used by the machine.
 

Real power does not corrupt since it is always there and rarely used, that is creative power, the power to do, to make.  Not to take away or control others, such as the case of those idiots who preach about morals and the biggers idiots who actually take moral seriously!

I'm gonna play 'devil's advocate' here (a part you often love to play :-) ... even the rise of great culture, say, such as a time that came to be during the Renaissance.  Did we not see this devolve into great decadence as well?  Of course, this is on a lower plane than the spiritual, but 'as above, so below.'  It seems to me the secret to power is in the integration of all planes of experience.
 

It seems that political power as we understand it is of this impotent variety.  We need political leaders, not polical power mongers.  Yet I think there is a sliding scale in which real leadership can actually show itself and there is a level of 'foul play' needed to fend off those narcisistic politicians and their smear campaigns.  

Again, Devil's Advocate: Success shall be your  proof, and I dare say, the political power that you claim to be oh so impotent is actually quite successful.  These guys are living large and the spend their days telling us what  the things we buy will cost and how much money we can make.  Rather than impotent, I would say their power is opposite in nature to its spiritual counterpart.  What matters is the clarity we bring to our apprehension of this symbiotic life form that is the Universal Mind.
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Hi Ryan,
93
A few comments...
So power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely?
I think the proplem is with the definition of 'power'.  The petty power mongers need to project a false morality onto others in order to acquire their 'power'.  The slave morality if you will.  Yet this is false 'power' since the need for power over others reflects a genuine lack of self confidence.  Only those who are ignorant of being an omnipotent and creative being would need such an experience.  

In its theoretical analysis, you are of course, on point here.  And it's especially relevant to not the nobility of culture is in its arts and humanities.  This is a true spiritual power.  However, at least in current circumstances, the forces of the 'petty power mongers' create real and dangerous hazards for those that would tangle with them.  To circumscribe our necessary relation with these forces is to learn how to use the machine to our own ends; whereas most are victimized and used by the machine.
 Yes, indeed, and these power mongers and their machine may be necessary on some level to create the things that we enjoy in this world.  
Real power does not corrupt since it is always there and rarely used, that is creative power, the power to do, to make.  Not to take away or control others, such as the case of those idiots who preach about morals and the biggers idiots who actually take moral seriously!

I'm gonna play 'devil's advocate' here (a part you often love to play :-) ... even the rise of great culture, say, such as a time that came to be during the Renaissance.  Did we not see this devolve into great decadence as well?  Of course, this is on a lower plane than the spiritual, but 'as above, so below.'  It seems to me the secret to power is in the integration of all planes of experience.
I appreciate playing devils advocate and always welcome it since it is the best way to have a balance perspective that is tolerant of diversity.  We cannot live in a world without polarity, we cannot have a utopio in the sense of a life experience that is devioid of suffering and corruption... however I do enjoy writting ridiculously pompous statements about it! lol
 

It seems that political power as we understand it is of this impotent variety.  We need political leaders, not polical power mongers.  Yet I think there is a sliding scale in which real leadership can actually show itself and there is a level of 'foul play' needed to fend off those narcisistic politicians and their smear campaigns.  

Again, Devil's Advocate: Success shall be your  proof, and I dare say, the political power that you claim to be oh so impotent is actually quite successful.  These guys are living large and the spend their days telling us what  the things we buy will cost and how much money we can make.  Rather than impotent, I would say their power is opposite in nature to its spiritual counterpart.  What matters is the clarity we bring to our apprehension of this symbiotic life form that is the Universal Mind.
Yes they are very successful at having a certain level of power over others, yet this too is partially an illusion since people choose to submit to leaders as per Hobbes Leviathan, and while terrible leaders can last for a while, once the people are against them their life or place of power begins to decline.  As per history and its cycles of bad rulers, rebellions and revolutionaries.  The reason the power is illusory is due to the fact that it depends on the ignorance and submission of others.  Just as I can create the illusion of being the best drummer by only filming myself having drum battles with novices in highschool, so politicians and tyrants depend on the consent and ignorance of others to acknowledge their power.  Any mass of people can band totether at any time to overthrow a political organization.  The one's with real power usually (but not always!) don't need to do this since they know how to manipulate the machine to their own ends, they are just concerned with their will.  
 

Now you might add that acquiring this illusory power is one's will.  If this is so and one understands it as such and it becomes real power and real creations may result from this.  We now reach the element of paradox here, there may be some apparant tyrants with real power who make real creations.  I'm not sure if Hitler's autobon falls into this.  It seems there is a fine line that needs to be explored here.  Perhaps you might have some insights into this?
 

On some level my earlier assertions are only partially true since one some level politicians can create a level of social order.  So again we need political leaders and not political 'power mongers' but where do we draw the line?  I think this is where an 'uncerntainty principle' may apply.  lol
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It seems that political power as we understand it is of this impotent variety.  We need political leaders, not polical power mongers.  Yet I think there is a sliding scale in which real leadership can actually show itself and there is a level of 'foul play' needed to fend off those narcisistic politicians and their smear campaigns.  

Again, Devil's Advocate: Success shall be your  proof, and I dare say, the political power that you claim to be oh so impotent is actually quite successful.  These guys are living large and the spend their days telling us what  the things we buy will cost and how much money we can make.  Rather than impotent, I would say their power is opposite in nature to its spiritual counterpart.  What matters is the clarity we bring to our apprehension of this symbiotic life form that is the Universal Mind.
Yes they are very successful at having a certain level of power over others, yet this too is partially an illusion since people choose to submit to leaders as per Hobbes Leviathan, and while terrible leaders can last for a while, once the people are against them their life or place of power begins to decline.  
I have not read Hobbes...however, I would disagree that people choose to submit to terrible leaders.  The people are always mislead and really never have a choice.  Even in today's democracies and the waning republic of the United States, soundbites designed to activate a mob mentality are entirely manipulative...the people always thinking they're choosing the 'good' path.
As per history and its cycles of bad rulers, rebellions and revolutionaries.  The reason the power is illusory is due to the fact that it depends on the ignorance and submission of others.  Just as I can create the illusion of being the best drummer by only filming myself having drum battles with novices in highschool, so politicians and tyrants depend on the consent and ignorance of others to acknowledge their power.  Any mass of people can band totether at any time to overthrow a political organization.  The one's with real power usually (but not always!) don't need to do this since they know how to manipulate the machine to their own ends, they are just concerned with their will.  
Of course, something similar can be said about 'good' leaders...they incur the wrath of the people also.  Most people really have no idea of what's going on in the world, and the nature of the peasant hasn't changed; despite the rise of the common man.  A good leader often does things that either the people don't recognize or they don't recognize as a true fix to a problem.  He or she is then often elected out of office.  Politicians of course, have learned this lesson and they have learned how to keep problems persistent that they can keep the conditions that got them elected in a fixed state to guarantee their re-election.
 

Now you might add that acquiring this illusory power is one's will.  If this is so and one understands it as such and it becomes real power and real creations may result from this.  We now reach the element of paradox here, there may be some apparant tyrants with real power who make real creations.  I'm not sure if Hitler's autobon falls into this.  It seems there is a fine line that needs to be explored here.  Perhaps you might have some insights into this?
First, I don't see this power as illusory...the word illusion is something that to me, belongs to the Yellow and Black schools of Magick.  I rather assert that the power you're speaking of is temporal and without regard for the higher planes of being.  With the ignorance of the spiritual, the ends of power then go unnaccounted for...and the situation of Hitler and the Third Reich provides an excellent example.  If it wasn't for Nazi Germany, the Jews would probably have never found a 'home'.  So in the long run, Hitler actually did them a lot of good; though his methods were quite horrid.
 

On some level my earlier assertions are only partially true since one some level politicians can create a level of social order.  So again we need political leaders and not political 'power mongers' but where do we draw the line?  I think this is where an 'uncerntainty principle' may apply.  lol
The idea of power mongering is a variant of the methods of Plato's 'philosopher king'...the problem being that so far, all the tyrants the world has seen have not been philosophers.  And indeed, as Plato notes, even if we got such a tyrant, he would only have one lifetime and would only be replaced by a corrupt tyrant on his death.
Actually the only possible record of a philosopher king would be Solomon...and already we see David as following with a more 'sinful' reign.
But after the consideration of the mythological, there remains one truism that unfortunately most if not all Americans have forgotten: Power corrupts...absolute power corrupts absolutely...at least in the temporal.  And it is in the temporal where all the more subtle forms crystallize.
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It seems that political power as we understand it is of this impotent variety.  We need political leaders, not polical power mongers.  Yet I think there is a sliding scale in which real leadership can actually show itself and there is a level of 'foul play' needed to fend off those narcisistic politicians and their smear campaigns.  

Again, Devil's Advocate: Success shall be your  proof, and I dare say, the political power that you claim to be oh so impotent is actually quite successful.  These guys are living large and the spend their days telling us what  the things we buy will cost and how much money we can make.  Rather than impotent, I would say their power is opposite in nature to its spiritual counterpart.  What matters is the clarity we bring to our apprehension of this symbiotic life form that is the Universal Mind.
Yes they are very successful at having a certain level of power over others, yet this too is partially an illusion since people choose to submit to leaders as per Hobbes Leviathan, and while terrible leaders can last for a while, once the people are against them their life or place of power begins to decline.  
I have not read Hobbes...however, I would disagree that people choose to submit to terrible leaders.  The people are always mislead and really never have a choice.  Even in today's democracies and the waning republic of the United States, soundbites designed to activate a mob mentality are entirely manipulative...the people always thinking they're choosing the 'good' path.
As per history and its cycles of bad rulers, rebellions and revolutionaries.  The reason the power is illusory is due to the fact that it depends on the ignorance and submission of others.  Just as I can create the illusion of being the best drummer by only filming myself having drum battles with novices in highschool, so politicians and tyrants depend on the consent and ignorance of others to acknowledge their power.  Any mass of people can band totether at any time to overthrow a political organization.  The one's with real power usually (but not always!) don't need to do this since they know how to manipulate the machine to their own ends, they are just concerned with their will.  
Of course, something similar can be said about 'good' leaders...they incur the wrath of the people also.  Most people really have no idea of what's going on in the world, and the nature of the peasant hasn't changed; despite the rise of the common man.
This is why I say that the masses consent to this mis-use of power on many levels. They want it due to their ignorance.  There is also a lack of ability and confidence when it comes to the self discipline necessary to have a self governing meritocracy.  
  A good leader often does things that either the people don't recognize or they don't recognize as a true fix to a problem.  He or she is then often elected out of office.  Politicians of course, have learned this lesson and they have learned how to keep problems persistent that they can keep the conditions that got them elected in a fixed state to guarantee their re-election.
I often wonder if many 'good' learders dumb themselves down to a degree in order that they can exist at all.  Again the problem is circular.  The slaves reward bad leaders, and the bad leaders reward the slaves.  "The slaves shall serve."
 

Now you might add that acquiring this illusory power is one's will.  If this is so and one understands it as such and it becomes real power and real creations may result from this.  We now reach the element of paradox here, there may be some apparant tyrants with real power who make real creations.  I'm not sure if Hitler's autobon falls into this.  It seems there is a fine line that needs to be explored here.  Perhaps you might have some insights into this?
First, I don't see this power as illusory...the word illusion is something that to me, belongs to the Yellow and Black schools of Magick.  I rather assert that the power you're speaking of is temporal and without regard for the higher planes of being. 
This is also a valid way to describe it.  The power is illusory for those whom are not under its spell and see it as a series of psychological manipulations and choose not to buy into the stories that make our minds open to their psychic control. (by psychic I don't mean anything paranormal, rather control over the psyche of others via the imagination and the emotional body, upon which false intellectual concepts can then be constructed) 
 With the ignorance of the spiritual, the ends of power then go unnaccounted for...and the situation of Hitler and the Third Reich provides an excellent example.  If it wasn't for Nazi Germany, the Jews would probably have never found a 'home'.  So in the long run, Hitler actually did them a lot of good; though his methods were quite horrid.
 

On some level my earlier assertions are only partially true since one some level politicians can create a level of social order.  So again we need political leaders and not political 'power mongers' but where do we draw the line?  I think this is where an 'uncerntainty principle' may apply.  lol
The idea of power mongering is a variant of the methods of Plato's 'philosopher king'...the problem being that so far, all the tyrants the world has seen have not been philosophers. 
This is a fine line and depends your criteria for deifning a 'philosopher'.  There are philosophies that are quite destructive and if carried out could lead to such tyranny.  Stalin was a studying to be a preist which means having a strong a acquaintance with both theology and scholastic philosophy.  We then have Hitler's Mein Kamph... which if you read it you can see that he was well read, though it is a stretch to call him a philosopher.  Most people view philosophers as these sterile, frail, effeminate creatures that are morally self righteous, through the intellect of the philosopher is capeable of great cruelty, since it can detach from the emotional center and base actions purely on mechanical calculations.  This is not my idea of a 'real' philosopher, though that is just my philosophical opinion.  Look at the Nihilists... and just imagine the consequences... now I would argue that such is an incomplete philosophy, yet these are ideas coming from men calling themselves philosophers.  Look at the horror of Marxism... Then we have the political philosophy of Machiaveli...  who I respect for his spirit of objectivity, yet he was considered a philosoher and I am curious what kind of a leader he would be?  Hitler and stalin followed much of his advice to the letter. 
 And indeed, as Plato notes, even if we got such a tyrant (you mean philosopher king?), he would only have one lifetime and would only be replaced by a corrupt tyrant on his death.
 

This is inevitable and part of nature as it currently manifests the real philosoher kind will not be seen and will always rule to a certain degree, yet his rule is subtle undetectable, he does his will and the blindness of the power monger's inflated ego makes hime a perfect slave to carry out these biddings.  All the problems we see with the visible leaders are but frictions between their vain displays and the will of the mob.  
Yes this is why these power mongerers really are slaves, part of the machine to be operated by those that see through the lies and know how to operate the mechanism.  Look at all the work and responsibility that these politicians take for us!  All for a 'feeling of power'  encourage them, let them have it, yet while they sleep I wisper my wishes in their ears like a wife and watch as they slowley but surely succumb to the influence.  "The slaves shall serve."  "Oh leader you are so strong and powerful, I will fullfill your every command, yet your commands slowley and surely reflect my very wishes sublimiminaly communicated to you, blindly accepted as your ego is inflated by our apparent submission!  Keep working hard oh hero!  Oh working class hero, you will go to heaven, run on that divine treadmill if you will.  May they all find their 'eternal rewards'.  lol  Enjoy all of your money too!  Money you cannot enjoy becuae you are too busy maintianing it, defending it...
Actually the only possible record of a philosopher king would be Solomon...and already we see David as following with a more 'sinful' reign.
Yes the tales of Solomon make some inspiration, yet we need to remember that one man's philosoher king is another's enemy which is usually percieved as a tyrrant of some sort.  
But after the consideration of the mythological, there remains one truism that unfortunately most if not all Americans have forgotten: Power corrupts...absolute power corrupts absolutely...at least in the temporal.  And it is in the temporal where all the more subtle forms crystallize.
Again abslolute power is either an illusion or a temporary imbalance in affaires.  If there was absolute power no leader would ever lose their 'power'. Everything is conditioned by everyother thing, the kind as much as the peasant, the wind, or the disease.  Thus real power is circular, it flows through everything, what we need to strive for is knowledge and awarness of this power and the skill necessary to use it consciously. 
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A good leader often does things that either the people don't recognize or they don't recognize as a true fix to a problem.  He or she is then often elected out of office.  Politicians of course, have learned this lesson and they have learned how to keep problems persistent that they can keep the conditions that got them elected in a fixed state to guarantee their re-election.
I often wonder if many 'good' learders dumb themselves down to a degree in order that they can exist at all.  Again the problem is circular.  The slaves reward bad leaders, and the bad leaders reward the slaves.  "The slaves shall serve."
The bad leaders are as much slaves as the mob that they rule over.  Saying that they are dumbed down is appropriate enough.  Indeed, they are as if "house niggers"...those slaves that are given the luxury of living in and running the master's home and therefore, keep the other slaves in line.  And of course, anyone that would hold slaves is as much enslaved in that one slip-up can even get one killed.
We could draw as a sidebar, the fact that leaders are required to be "church going" and "god fearing."  In other words, in our modern world, you must remain attached to the slave religion.
 

Now you might add that acquiring this illusory power is one's will.  If this is so and one understands it as such and it becomes real power and real creations may result from this.  We now reach the element of paradox here, there may be some apparant tyrants with real power who make real creations.  I'm not sure if Hitler's autobon falls into this.  It seems there is a fine line that needs to be explored here.  Perhaps you might have some insights into this?
First, I don't see this power as illusory...the word illusion is something that to me, belongs to the Yellow and Black schools of Magick.  I rather assert that the power you're speaking of is temporal and without regard for the higher planes of being. 
This is also a valid way to describe it.  The power is illusory for those whom are not under its spell and see it as a series of psychological manipulations and choose not to buy into the stories that make our minds open to their psychic control. (by psychic I don't mean anything paranormal, rather control over the psyche of others via the imagination and the emotional body, upon which false intellectual concepts can then be constructed) 
The persuasion of the mob and the herd mentality that is so easily manipulated usually but takes a barking dog to push all the animals to one end of the range.  As the dogs bark, the cows start to cling to each other and move away from the frightening sound.  Fear is their agent of action and the darkness of ignorance gives them their rationale upon which to act.  Of course, the dog in actuality, cannot harm the cow, but the cow is ignorant of this.  The deception is entirely manipulative.  To say that this deception is then illusory is more a matter of semantics.  Certainly deception requires the art of illusion...or a cleverly constructed lie that paints a picture.
 

The idea of power mongering is a variant of the methods of Plato's 'philosopher king'...the problem being that so far, all the tyrants the world has seen have not been philosophers. 
This is a fine line and depends your criteria for deifning a 'philosopher'.  There are philosophies that are quite destructive and if carried out could lead to such tyranny.  Stalin was a studying to be a preist which means having a strong a acquaintance with both theology and scholastic philosophy.  
I would rather say there are sophistries (non-philosophical ideations) that are destructive.  Philosophy is a pursuit after truth.  And certainly, there's not much of a leap from the slave religion that Stalin favored to his later tyanny he embraced.  How many have killed and died in the name of Jesus?
 

We then have Hitler's Mein Kamph... which if you read it you can see that he was well read, though it is a stretch to call him a philosopher.  
Yes, his practice wasn't philosophical, but semantical and rhetorical; employing the techniques of sophistry.  It is interesting to note that in my Greek Qabalah, I talk of the Pythagoreans who disrespected the emerging Gnostics for all their sophistry.  Reading through the cosmological speculations of the Gnostics, it became apparent to me that the generative aeons were psychological structures, though they were not depticted in that way; rather being touted as an evolutionary ontology.  This made the whole of ancient Gnosticism little more than a solipsistic sophistry.  And the learned Pythagorean school easily saw through this.
 

Most people view philosophers as these sterile, frail, effeminate creatures that are morally self righteous, through the intellect of the philosopher is capeable of great cruelty, since it can detach from the emotional center and base actions purely on mechanical calculations.  This is not my idea of a 'real' philosopher, though that is just my philosophical opinion.  
I don't know that most people see philosophers in this way.  Rather, they see them as 'brainy', which of course induces fear and mistrust of the philosopher.  We could say that some of that fear comes by way of the self-repudiation of Christian morality, which then may lead to seeing the philosopher, as you say, as being "morally self-righteous."  But to me, self-righteousness is a part of the "house nigger" mentality.  "I'm right before the Lord and you're damned; you evil person!"
 

Look at the Nihilists... and just imagine the consequences... now I would argue that such is an incomplete philosophy, yet these are ideas coming from men calling themselves philosophers.  Look at the horror of Marxism... Then we have the political philosophy of Machiaveli...  who I respect for his spirit of objectivity, yet he was considered a philosoher and I am curious what kind of a leader he would be?  Hitler and stalin followed much of his advice to the letter. 
 And indeed, as Plato notes, even if we got such a tyrant (you mean philosopher king?--the philosopher king is just a 'nice' tyrant), he would only have one lifetime and would only be replaced by a corrupt tyrant on his death.
It is quite interesting that Stalin is still loved in Eastern Europe.  But I would argue that Machiavelli was a pragmatist who constructed an operative plan of action, not a philosophical inquiry into the nature of truth.  And for that matter, the contemporaries, Marx and Adam Smith, created operative financial models based on the work of philosophers.  But they weren't themselves philosophers.  As I am more familiar with Smith than with Marx, I can tell you that Adam Smith based his economic model on the philosophy of Locke; who was also of great appeal the America's Founding Fathers. 
 

This is inevitable and part of nature as it currently manifests the real philosoher kind will not be seen and will always rule to a certain degree, yet his rule is subtle undetectable, he does his will and the blindness of the power monger's inflated ego makes hime a perfect slave to carry out these biddings.  All the problems we see with the visible leaders are but frictions between their vain displays and the will of the mob.  
Yes this is why these power mongerers really are slaves, part of the machine to be operated by those that see through the lies and know how to operate the mechanism.  Look at all the work and responsibility that these politicians take for us!  All for a 'feeling of power'  encourage them, let them have it, yet while they sleep I wisper my wishes in their ears like a wife and watch as they slowley but surely succumb to the influence.  "The slaves shall serve."  "Oh leader you are so strong and powerful, I will fullfill your every command, yet your commands slowley and surely reflect my very wishes sublimiminaly communicated to you, blindly accepted as your ego is inflated by our apparent submission!  Keep working hard oh hero!  Oh working class hero, you will go to heaven, run on that divine treadmill if you will.  May they all find their 'eternal rewards'.  lol  Enjoy all of your money too!  Money you cannot enjoy becuae you are too busy maintianing it, defending it...
This reminds me of John Lennon's song: Working Class Hero.
 

As soon as you're born, they make you feel small
By giving you no time instead of it all
till the pain is so big you feel nothing at all
 

A working class hero is something to be
 

They hurt you at home and they hit you at school
They hate you if you're clever and despise a fool
Till you're so fucking scared you can't follow their rules
 

A working class hero is something to be
 

When they tortured and hurt you for twenty odd years
Then they expect you to choose a career
But you can't really function, You're so full of fear
 

A working class hero is something to be
 

They keep you doped with religion, sex and tv
Till you think your so clever and classless and free
But you're still fucking peasants As far as I can see
 

A working class hero is something to be
There’s room at the top, they are telling you still

But first you must learn how to smile as you kill

If you want to be like the folks on the hill

A working class hero is something to be
 

Actually the only possible record of a philosopher king would be Solomon...and already we see David as following with a more 'sinful' reign.
Yes the tales of Solomon make some inspiration, yet we need to remember that one man's philosoher king is another's enemy which is usually percieved as a tyrrant of some sort.  
Per my note above, the philosopher king is yet, a tryant...just a 'nice' one.  Even the ultimate anthropomorphic rulership of "God" is a tyranny.  "He" still uses the force of weaponry to deliver pain (Hell) if you don't follow "his" law.
 

But after the consideration of the mythological, there remains one truism that unfortunately most if not all Americans have forgotten: Power corrupts...absolute power corrupts absolutely...at least in the temporal.  And it is in the temporal where all the more subtle forms crystallize.
Again abslolute power is either an illusion or a temporary imbalance in affaires.  If there was absolute power no leader would ever lose their 'power'. Everything is conditioned by everyother thing, the kind as much as the peasant, the wind, or the disease.  Thus real power is circular, it flows through everything, what we need to strive for is knowledge and awarness of this power and the skill necessary to use it consciously. 
The axiom which states that "...absolute power corrupts absolutely" is just that, an axiom.  I don't think we should be interested here, in the meaning and/or possibility of 'absolute power.'  Yes, there are no absolutes; rather, the axiom is simply setting up, shall we say, a mathematical scale.
The first and most immediate power in the modern world is in the hands of the police.  And with them, the corruption starts immediately.  I don't know how things are for you in Canada, but here, if you're the friend of a cop, or a member of their immediate family, you can get little goodies, such as a PBA Card or a Spousal Badge.  That two friends of mine are cops, I've gotten out of two speeding tickets.
We can then move up to the municipal authority that reigns over the cops and then of course to the county, state and federal authority.  And we all know of governmental corruption.
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