Series of questions- not posed so much as an attempt at getting " correct" answers so much as seeing points of view- submitted for your perusal.

 

Does the Thelemite have an obligation to pursue Initiatory Work, ie- Liber Collegii Sancti and similar programmes, or should they just content themselves with following religion?
 
Does the Thelemite have an obligation to explore the origins of their tradition- the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries and their development in to Hermetic thought, the true history and development of the Tarot, Vama Marg Tantra and similar streams of ideas, in order to achieve a deeper understanding of them, or should they just accept the tradition as written, dismissing everything that preceded it as "Old Aeon"?
 
Does the Thelemite have an obligation to familiarize themselves with the non-Thelemic ideas of their time- those which have developed after the Equinox of the gods independently of Thelema, or are these to be dismissed as not existing as manifestations of the Current?
 
Does the Thelemite have an obligation to Work to aid the Aeon's manifestation and development, by Working on the World and/or by creating one's own World, or need they simply rest in security that the Aeon will manifest on its own without any Work required at all?
 

                                                                                                     Dua Djehuty,
                                                                                                               Tzeenj
Hi Raph,
93
Thanks for the message, nice to hear from you again as it's been a long time.
I'll do my best to answer your query (in blue...below).
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Does the Thelemite have an obligation to pursue Initiatory Work, ie- Liber Collegii Sancti and similar programmes, or should they just content themselves with following religion?
 

The answers to all these questions can really be easily disposed of with the simple assertion:  Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.  There is a difference between learning and understanding the tenets of Thelema and actually just Do-ing.  Thelema is really about doing as Will manifests through the pure and spontaneous sacrament one makes of the present moment; through one's doing.
And this is the nature of Initiation, which also includes and entails the initiatory work of at least understanding all the factors that bring one to the present moment with a knowledge of the cycles within which this moment rests.  That may be through the use of the official rituals of the A.'.A.'. or by any other device deemed appropriate by the individual.
There is simply no obligation to do anything as thou hast no right but to do thy will.
 

Does the Thelemite have an obligation to explore the origins of their tradition- the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries and their development in to Hermetic thought, the true history and development of the Tarot, Vama Marg Tantra and similar streams of ideas, in order to achieve a deeper understanding of them, or should they just accept the tradition as written, dismissing everything that preceded it as "Old Aeon"?
 

Liber AL while stating that the rituals of the old time are black, does say that they can be purged and brought to a more contemporary expression.  There is at least one denomination of Thelemites that have taken to a specific line of Hindu practices as another denomination I know of really practices Wicca, and I would dare say that both have found paths away from Thelema.  Had they a stronger knowledge of the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries, this would not have happened...at least they would not have called themselves Thelemites.  Thelema represents a continuation and a correction to the Hermetic tradition, which has gone askew and those Thelemites that equivocate the Aeon of Horus with the Age of Aquarius have been unable to see this as it is outside the sophistic paradigm that have built off this error.  Those that alreay understand the cycles of time, know that we remain yet in the Age of Pisces and that the idea of the Aeon of Horus needs a more careful examination.
 

Does the Thelemite have an obligation to familiarize themselves with the non-Thelemic ideas of their time- those which have developed after the Equinox of the gods independently of Thelema, or are these to be dismissed as not existing as manifestations of the Current?
 

Every action has an equal and opposite reaction; so there are those forces that have come about to oppose the libertine adjustments that Thelema brings to the individual and to society; this includes the death throes of those forces that originally corrupted the psychic current and that proliferate in most of the world's present religions.  If one casts a blind eye to these, one has yet a greater opportunity to be vicimtized by these forces as the egregore is strong and supported by billions of superstitious minds for hundreds upon hundreds of years and the Thelemic egregore is but a child and too weak to yet, fully express itself.
There are those who ally themself with Thelema, those such as yourself, and who are working towards the same ends, but along their own paths.  These individuals and groups like Thelema, are syncretic in nature, purging the black rituals and bringing them about to the expression of the Silver Star.  And for that matter, the zeitgeist of the planet is feeling the influence of Horus on the throne of Ra.  Many are standing up for themselves, their rights and their interests and even acting without deference to the enslaving patriarchs, though they have no spiritual or religious interests.
 

Does the Thelemite have an obligation to Work to aid the Aeon's manifestation and development, by Working on the World and/or by creating one's own World, or need they simply rest in security that the Aeon will manifest on its own without any Work required at all?
 

Nothing happens without action and the most vital action is the action of the individual.  However, though the individual raises the bar for the rest of humanity and though the individual opens the psychic gates that makes it possible for others, no man is an island.  Liberty cannot be attained truly and fully by any individual until the community that holds the individual is also elevated; and indeed for that matter, until this world of communities is fully brought about.  Nothing is predestined; we all must act or the current will fail.
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>Hi Raph,
 
Hello there!
 

>Thanks for the message, nice to hear from you again as it's been a long time.
 
It has.  I've been quite busy of late, not a lot of time to spend online.  I've only fairly recently (past few months) begun to re-establish my presence on the Net, and have intentionally limited where I go there, so as to not to waste too much time online..

 

But I got this urge recently to delve more in to current streams of Thelemic thought, so I've composed a few question to send to a few of the more renowned/infamous members of the Thelemic community.

 

>I'll do my best to answer your query (in blue...below).
 
As I'm just gathering perspectives, I'll avoid commentary except on a couple of points.
 
>The answers to all these questions can really be easily disposed of with the simple assertion:  Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.  
 
True, but, let's face it, all too often that gets trotted out as an excuse to avoid giving a meaningful response (out of a lack of desire to share one or, even more sad, a lack of a real perspective of any sort).  ;) 
 
Unfortunate, because learned discourse can aid one in attaining deeper understanding.
 
>>Does the Thelemite have an obligation to explore the origins of their tradition- the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries and their development in to >>Hermetic thought, the true history and development of the Tarot, Vama Marg Tantra and similar streams of ideas, in order to achieve a deeper >>understanding of them, or should they just accept the tradition as written, dismissing everything that preceded it as "Old Aeon"?
 

>  Had they a stronger knowledge of the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries, this would not have happened...at least they would not have called >themselves Thelemites.  Thelema represents a continuation and a correction to the Hermetic tradition, which has gone askew 
 
What many now call "Hermetic" owing more to the GD's synthesis of (nominal) Hermeticism with Rosicrucianism, QBL and Masonry. 

 

A large portion of my Work over the past few years has involved delving more deeply in to the Mysteries, Hermeticism and related ideas.  Making a couple of local friends from the local reconstructionism scene has helped immeasurably.  

 

FTR, my most recent project has involved a delving in to the real history of the Tarot, with an eye towards "lost" Trumps and earlier orderings that diverge from the one so familiar to us now.

 

>>Does the Thelemite have an obligation to familiarize themselves with the non-Thelemic ideas of their time- those which have developed after the >>Equinox of the gods independently of Thelema, or are these to be dismissed as not existing as manifestations of the Current?
 

>Every action has an equal and opposite reaction; so there are those forces that have come about to oppose the libertine adjustments that Thelema >brings to the individual and to society; this includes the death throes of those forces that originally corrupted the psychic current and that proliferate >in most of the world's present religions.  If one casts a blind eye to these, one has yet a greater opportunity to be vicimtized by these forces as the >egregore is strong and supported by billions of superstitious minds for hundreds upon hundreds of years and the Thelemic egregore is but a child >and too weak to yet, fully express itself.
 
A good response, and one that I agree with, though not what I'd intended.  I may have phrased my question too vaguely.  
 
I'd wondered more about other, not necessarily destructive streams of thought- for example, I know you have an interest in Castandea and Gurdjieff., but not necessarily just esoteric- philosophy, psychology, cultural movements and similar ideas as well.
 
 

> And for that matter, the zeitgeist of the planet is feeling the influence of Horus on the throne of Ra.  Many are standing up for themselves, their >rights and their interests and even acting without deference to the enslaving patriarchs, though they have no spiritual or religious interests.
 

Exactly.  You may recall I count among my major interests the manifestations of esoteric ideas in popular culture. For example,  I had a recent conversation regarding the movie version of "V For Vendetta". I didn't find myself surprised that the movie cut out all of the Crowley references (tho I seem to recall that V.V.V.V.V. does appear, at least),  but I did find myself impressed at how much of the philosophical content did actually make it in.

 

                                                                               Io Phanes,

                                                                                          Tzeenj
Hi Raph,
93
As I'm just gathering perspectives, I'll avoid commentary except on a couple of points.
I hope you'll share the other perspectives with me...I'd be curious to see how other Thelemites answer these questions.
 

>The answers to all these questions can really be easily disposed of with the simple assertion:  Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.  
True, but, let's face it, all too often that gets trotted out as an excuse to avoid giving a meaningful response (out of a lack of desire to share one or, even more sad, a lack of a real perspective of any sort).  ;) 
Unfortunate, because learned discourse can aid one in attaining deeper understanding.
You are correct, to a point, as some Thelemites can be shall we say, rather less than articulate.  On the other hand, some Thelemites have studied the meaning of this phrase with some depth.  Their only error would be that they may assume the person they're giving the answer to would his or herself, have studied this phrase to the same degree.  Further, my particular answer was far more articulate than the sentence you isolated apart from the original whole.  As I continued in my original response:  
There is a difference between learning and understanding the tenets of Thelema and actually just Do-ing.  Thelema is really about doing as Will manifests through the pure and spontaneous sacrament one makes of the present moment; through one's doing.
And this is the nature of Initiation, which also includes and entails the initiatory work of at least understanding all the factors that bring one to the present moment with a knowledge of the cycles within which this moment rests.  That may be through the use of the official rituals of the A.'.A.'. or by any other device deemed appropriate by the individual.
There is simply no obligation to do anything as thou hast no right but to do thy will.
I could perhaps add to this by saying that obligations would be counter-Thelemic and are more reminiscent of Roman Catholic ideology in matters of religion and one's relation to the God-head.
 

>>Does the Thelemite have an obligation to explore the origins of their tradition- the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries and their development in to >>Hermetic thought, the true history and development of the Tarot, Vama Marg Tantra and similar streams of ideas, in order to achieve a deeper >>understanding of them, or should they just accept the tradition as written, dismissing everything that preceded it as "Old Aeon"?
>  Had they a stronger knowledge of the Kemetic and Hellenic Mysteries, this would not have happened...at least they would not have called >themselves Thelemites.  Thelema represents a continuation and a correction to the Hermetic tradition, which has gone askew 
What many now call "Hermetic" owing more to the GD's synthesis of (nominal) Hermeticism with Rosicrucianism, QBL and Masonry. 

A large portion of my Work over the past few years has involved delving more deeply in to the Mysteries, Hermeticism and related ideas.  Making a couple of local friends from the local reconstructionism scene has helped immeasurably.  

FTR, my most recent project has involved a delving in to the real history of the Tarot, with an eye towards "lost" Trumps and earlier orderings that diverge from the one so familiar to us now.

Some information related to your studies recently came by way of this list.  Look up the Bembine Table of Isis and what Eliphas Levi had to say about it.
 

>>Does the Thelemite have an obligation to familiarize themselves with the non-Thelemic ideas of their time- those which have developed after the >>Equinox of the gods independently of Thelema, or are these to be dismissed as not existing as manifestations of the Current?
>Every action has an equal and opposite reaction; so there are those forces that have come about to oppose the libertine adjustments that Thelema >brings to the individual and to society; this includes the death throes of those forces that originally corrupted the psychic current and that proliferate >in most of the world's present religions.  If one casts a blind eye to these, one has yet a greater opportunity to be vicimtized by these forces as the >egregore is strong and supported by billions of superstitious minds for hundreds upon hundreds of years and the Thelemic egregore is but a child >and too weak to yet, fully express itself.
A good response, and one that I agree with, though not what I'd intended.  I may have phrased my question too vaguely.  
I'd wondered more about other, not necessarily destructive streams of thought- for example, I know you have an interest in Castandea and Gurdjieff., but not necessarily just esoteric- philosophy, psychology, cultural movements and similar ideas as well.
As you should gather from the homepage of the AMHR site, several Gnostic Saints are proposed that are also listed in the Collects of the GCL's version of the Gnostic Mass.  These include HPB, Gudjieff, Castaneda and Fortune...and with good reason, as they also transmitted the Gnosis to us, their heirs.  As I've often said, Crowley really left us a skeleton of the Western Mystery Tradition that yet needs meat for its bones...these additional Gnostic Saints have given us some of that meat (include Sri Aurobindo and the Mother also).
 

> And for that matter, the zeitgeist of the planet is feeling the influence of Horus on the throne of Ra.  Many are standing up for themselves, their >rights and their interests and even acting without deference to the enslaving patriarchs, though they have no spiritual or religious interests.
Exactly.  You may recall I count among my major interests the manifestations of esoteric ideas in popular culture. For example,  I had a recent conversation regarding the movie version of "V For Vendetta". I didn't find myself surprised that the movie cut out all of the Crowley references (tho I seem to recall that V.V.V.V.V. does appear, at least),  but I did find myself impressed at how much of the philosophical content did actually make it in.

Many of today's spiritual groups and magickal lodges that eschew Crowley so vehemently, have also adopted most of his teachings; only to mix it in with their Christist conditioning.  Their schizophrenia is sometimes astounding in this regard.
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PJR sed:

Hi Raph,
 

'ello!

 

93
 

93 backatcha.

 

I hope you'll share the other perspectives with me...I'd be curious to see how other Thelemites answer these questions.
 

I'll ask them if they want their words shared, and I'd like to get your permission to share your words too, if anyone asks.

True, but, let's face it, all too often that gets trotted out as an excuse to avoid giving a meaningful response (out of a lack of desire to share one or, even more sad, a lack of a real perspective of any sort).  ;) 
Unfortunate, because learned discourse can aid one in attaining deeper understanding.
You are correct, to a point, as some Thelemites can be shall we say, rather less than articulate. 
 

sadly, yes, tho I think more in terms of them simply having nothing to say.

 

On the other hand, some Thelemites have studied the meaning of this phrase with some depth.  Their only error would be that they may assume the person they're giving the answer to would his or herself, have studied this phrase to the same degree. 
 

Agreed there too. I tend to make similar errors myself- assuming that people will ask for details if they need them.

Further, my particular answer was far more articulate than the sentence you isolated apart from the original whole. 
 

Indeed so.  I believe I did mention that, as I simply had the gathering of information as my goal,  I only intended to  to areas that seemed pertinent.  I did not intend to imply that that statement applied to you, nor did I intend to imply that I didn't see the rest of your reply as meaningful.  It was its meaningfulness that led to my not commenting, as I didn't see any need to do so.

 

E-mail serves as a rather imperfect medium of communication at times- nuances get lost on occasion.

I could perhaps add to this by saying that obligations would be counter-Thelemic and are more reminiscent of Roman Catholic ideology in matters of religion and one's relation to the God-head. 

 

You could, however, it seems to me that calling one's self "Thelemite" carries implications besides simply choosing a term to define one's self, hence an "obligation" to at the very least conduct one's self in a certain manner.  

 

FTR, my most recent project has involved a delving in to the real history of the Tarot, with an eye towards "lost" Trumps and earlier orderings that diverge from the one so familiar to us now.

Some information related to your studies recently came by way of this list.  Look up the Bembine Table of Isis and what Eliphas Levi had to say about it.
 

Thank you, but I've already delved in to that area, and the later research that showed it to be more a work of art mimicking Egyptian Hierglyphs.

As you should gather from the homepage of the AMHR site, several Gnostic Saints are proposed that are also listed in the Collects of the GCL's version of the Gnostic Mass.  These include HPB, Gudjieff, Castaneda and Fortune...and with good reason, as they also transmitted the Gnosis to us, their heirs.  As I've often said, Crowley really left us a skeleton of the Western Mystery Tradition that yet needs meat for its bones...these additional Gnostic Saints have given us some of that meat (include Sri Aurobindo and the Mother also). 

 

Indeed so, and I'd certainly add those, especially Gurdjieff, Aurobindo and The Mother.  The Current never stopped transmitting, and one can find kindred ideas in even those who don't consciously identify with it.

Many of today's spiritual groups and magickal lodges that eschew Crowley so vehemently, have also adopted most of his teachings; only to mix it in with their Christist conditioning.  Their schizophrenia is sometimes astounding in this regard. 

Indeed so.  Crowley's virtually impossible to get away from in the modern WMT, some adopt his ideas while simultaneously condemning him, and some adopt his ideas from others without recognizing that they came from him.

 

And some would likely perish of fits if they learned where their ideas really came from.

 

                                                    Dua Djehuty,

                                                                 Tzeenj

               

Hi Raph,
93
 

I hope you'll share the other perspectives with me...I'd be curious to see how other Thelemites answer these questions.
I'll ask them if they want their words shared, and I'd like to get your permission to share your words too, if anyone asks.

Thanks, please feel free to share my comments.
I could perhaps add to this by saying that obligations would be counter-Thelemic and are more reminiscent of Roman Catholic ideology in matters of religion and one's relation to the God-head. 

You could, however, it seems to me that calling one's self "Thelemite" carries implications besides simply choosing a term to define one's self, hence an "obligation" to at the very least conduct one's self in a certain manner.  

Well certainly, Do what thou wilt is not a wanton license, but a call to a strict, personal discipline.  Per the Hermetic Axiom: Know Thyself.  Of course, too many so-called Thelemites say to themselves: "I know myself and I want to get over on this young girl; after all, it's my will."  This is but an example of veiling  one's vices in virtuous words and not an act of Will or getting to know oneself at all.  Such Thelemites have merely identified with their desires; making them really no different from the Christists in the culture they believe they've walked away from.
FTR, my most recent project has involved a delving in to the real history of the Tarot, with an eye towards "lost" Trumps and earlier orderings that diverge from the one so familiar to us now.

Some information related to your studies recently came by way of this list.  Look up the Bembine Table of Isis and what Eliphas Levi had to say about it.
Thank you, but I've already delved in to that area, and the later research that showed it to be more a work of art mimicking Egyptian Hierglyphs.

Yes, but these images, as with the images of the Tarot are uniquely different and it seems that from this table, we get the first time these uniquely different images were put into card format; taking on the evolutionary development from that point that would lead to the deck as we know it today.
Many of today's spiritual groups and magickal lodges that eschew Crowley so vehemently, have also adopted most of his teachings; only to mix it in with their Christist conditioning.  Their schizophrenia is sometimes astounding in this regard. 

Indeed so.  Crowley's virtually impossible to get away from in the modern WMT, some adopt his ideas while simultaneously condemning him, and some adopt his ideas from others without recognizing that they came from him.

 

And some would likely perish of fits if they learned where their ideas really came from.

I can tell you an interesting story here; when I first moved to my new home; I started attending lectures given by this so-called Gnostic group that espouses the ideas of that ultimate plagiarist and cult leader: Samael Aun Weor.  I didn't inform them much of my background, but watched their confusing of so many facts and tried to ask questions to get them to see their mistake.  One day, they asked us to read a favorite poem and I read the opening to Liber LXV.  They were stunned and amazed, the piece clearly moved them.  And they told me a wise master obviously wrote this and asked me who he was.  I told them it was Crowley; and immediately, they said: "O, he must have had a rare, lucid moment as he was clearly evil and insane.  Later, they asked me who I was and I turned them  onto my websites.  They looked at it and started telling people that I launched these websites to attract girls for sex.  Cult!!!
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Hello there!
 

Thanks, please feel free to share my comments.
 
Shall.

 

Do what thou wilt is not a wanton license, but a call to a strict, personal discipline.  Per the Hermetic Axiom: Know Thyself.  Of course, too many so-called Thelemites say to themselves: "I know myself and I want to get over on this young girl; after all, it's my will."  This is but an example of veiling  one's vices in virtuous words and not an act of Will or getting to know oneself at all.  Such Thelemites have merely identified with their desires; making them really no different from the Christists in the culture they believe they've walked away from.
 
Precisely.  Spouting slogans they've never even attempted to comprehend, instead of actually thinking.

 

[Bembine Table of Isis]
Yes, but these images, as with the images of the Tarot are uniquely different and it seems that from this table, we get the first time these uniquely different images were put into card format; taking on the evolutionary development from that point that would lead to the deck as we know it today.
 

I still have yet to see anything that has convinced me that was written after Levi, Westcott and Hall. I'm encountering a similar thing with theories about the Pergamon disc's connection with Tarot iconography- I'd *like* to believe it, but don't see convincing evidence. I'll find myself all too glad to change that assessment if presented with solid evidence to the contrary, of course. I'm going the Recon path here and aiming for facts and documentation wherever possible.

 

I can tell you an interesting story here; when I first moved to my new home; I started attending lectures given by this so-called Gnostic group that espouses the ideas of that ultimate plagiarist and cult leader: Samael Aun Weor.  I didn't inform them much of my background, but watched their confusing of so many facts and tried to ask questions to get them to see their mistake.  One day, they asked us to read a favorite poem and I read the opening to Liber LXV
 
Cincti Serpente certainly qualifying as a lovely bit of poetry overall..

 
.  They were stunned and amazed, the piece clearly moved them.  And they told me a wise master obviously wrote this and asked me who he was.  I told them it was Crowley; and immediately, they said: "O, he must have had a rare, lucid moment as he was clearly evil and insane. 
 
Of course.  Let's not bother to re-assess our opinions when new evidence presents itself, after all.

 
 Later, they asked me who I was and I turned them onto my websites.  They looked at it and started telling people that I launched these websites to attract girls for sex.  Cult!!!
 

Funny, I've seen your sites, and I don't recall anything that seemed designed to attract girls of any sort, but perhaps your Diabolical Enchantments were designed to only affect a certain audience…  ;)

 

                                                                                                                                   Io Phanes,

                                                                                                                                              Tzeenj

Hi Raph,
93
 

[Bembine Table of Isis]
Yes, but these images, as with the images of the Tarot are uniquely different and it seems that from this table, we get the first time these uniquely different images were put into card format; taking on the evolutionary development from that point that would lead to the deck as we know it today.
I still have yet to see anything that has convinced me that was written after Levi, Westcott and Hall. 

I'm not sure what you're saying here (and I'm really making no argument for a connection; it does seem that more information is needed); the tablet itself dates back to the first century ev.  Crowley writes in Thoth:  The origin of this pack of cards is very obscure. Some authorities seek to put it back as far as the ancient Egyptian Mysteries; others try to bring it forward as late as the fifteenth or even the sixteenth century. But the Tarot certainly existed, in what may be called the classical form, as early as the fourteenth century; for packs of that date are extant, and the form has not varied in any notable respect since that time. 
 

I'm encountering a similar thing with theories about the Pergamon disc's connection with Tarot iconography- I'd *like* to believe it, but don't see convincing evidence. I'll find myself all too glad to change that assessment if presented with solid evidence to the contrary, of course. I'm going the Recon path here and aiming for facts and documentation wherever possible.

Pergamon's Disc dates from the third century ev... 
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it is distinctly different from the Bembine Tablet, which at least presents a format that is more readily amenable to producing in a card format...
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you said:

Hi Raph,
 

'ello!

 

93
 

[Bembine Table of Isis]
Yes, but these images, as with the images of the Tarot are uniquely different and it seems that from this table, we get the first time these uniquely different images were put into card format; taking on the evolutionary development from that point that would lead to the deck as we know it today.
I still have yet to see anything that has convinced me that was written after Levi, Westcott and Hall. 

I'm not sure what you're saying here (and I'm really making no argument for a connection; it does seem that more information is needed);
 

Agreed.  I simply meant that I'd like to see an analysis of the images and their relation or lack thereof to the Tarot done by someone who was aware of the Table's inauthenticity as an Egyptian artifact.

 

the tablet itself dates back to the first century ev.  Crowley writes in Thoth:  The origin of this pack of cards is very obscure. Some authorities seek to put it back as far as the ancient Egyptian Mysteries; others try to bring it forward as late as the fifteenth or even the sixteenth century. But the Tarot certainly existed, in what may be called the classical form, as early as the fourteenth century; for packs of that date are extant, and the form has not varied in any notable respect since that time. 
 

So far, I'd put it as no earlier than 14th Century, at least so far as the form of a pack of cards goes.  Inspiration for images predates that, of course, but I've yet to see anything convincing me of the existence of that particular set of images that predates 14th Century Italy.  Even then, after that, orderings varied considerably until a couple centuries later (I've found about twenty orderings so far, plus a good share of variant Trumps).

 

 

Pergamon's Disc dates from the third century ev... 
 

quite aware of that.  I've done some research in to Angrell's theory, which, while I do find it interesting, I remain unconvinced by. The idea behind the Pergamon Disc connection lies more in the arrangement of thematic elements rather than images amenable to card format. 

 

                                                                  Dua Djehuty,

                                                                                  Tzeenj

Hi Raf,
93
 

[Bembine Table of Isis]
I simply meant that I'd like to see an analysis of the images and their relation or lack thereof to the Tarot done by someone who was aware of the Table's inauthenticity as an Egyptian artifact.

I can't say that I have any interest in making an analysis of this table at this time.  But it seems to work well for the likes of Mathers and Levi, as they've derived the proper correspondences from the table.  For that matter, it seems that from this, Levi figured out how to apply the Hebrew letters to the Tarot.  Had he not been Jewish, I wonder that he might not have chosen the Egyptian alphabet (not their hieroglyphs) for this.  Though it may be that some of the imagery connected with the various apocalypses written in and around the Gnostic period may have been derived from at least the same source as the images on this table, with certain deviations so as to conserve a Jewish culture as distinct from their Egyptian origins.
The separation of the Israelites from Egypt into what would become a Judaic culture has added a lot of confusion to the general history of those whom we now call Jews.  Knowing that history was at that time, written in symbolic or connotative form, and that the Jews never were slaves in Egypt, might give us pause to consider that what they meant conntatively by the idea of slavery, was an adherence to the polytheistic culture of the Egyptians as the Israelites wanted to explore monotheism.  Of course, this is on a par with that renegade Pharoah, Akhenaten.  And I find it interesting the both the Hebrew and Egyptian alphabets have this concept of Mother Letters; at least that's what's suggested in the online information I've found on the Bembine Tablet.
 

So far, I'd put it as no earlier than 14th Century, at least so far as the form of a pack of cards goes.  Inspiration for images predates that, of course, but I've yet to see anything convincing me of the existence of that particular set of images that predates 14th Century Italy.  Even then, after that, orderings varied considerably until a couple centuries later (I've found about twenty orderings so far, plus a good share of variant Trumps).

Yes, there's much that seems to start in this period, which is profoundly significant.  It was at this time, that Europe began rediscovering a bit of what was originally lost with the destruction of the Library at Alexandria, inaugurating the Renaissance.  The volumes of Greek literature first, plagiarized and then violently suppressed by the Roman Church were beginning to turn up in what I assume to be private libraries amongst other sources.  This brings me back to the interesting problem that seems to have been created with the founding of Judea as a state.  Greeks, Israelites and Egyptians seem to have been moving towards a common culture that would then be absorbed and distorted into the Roman culture; only to then be confused with the onset of the church and at the hands of Constantine and Irenaeus.
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 I can't say that I have any interest in making an analysis of this table at this time.
 

Wasn't really asking you- just stating a fact. 

  But it seems to work well for the likes of Mathers and Levi, as they've derived the proper correspondences from the table. 
 

But have they really, or did they take an erroneous history for it and add their own projections? . 

 

I'll admit that while they make good resources, I do tend to keep in mind that they lived in the nineteenth century, and that new information may have come to light since (for example, recall that it was believed for some time that hieroglyphs were purely pictogrammatic, rather than phonetic).  I'd simply prefer an analysis that takes in to account the spurious nature of Kircher's translation and the matter of the tablet's artwork not depicting authentic Egyptian imagery.

 

For that matter, it seems that from this, Levi figured out how to apply the Hebrew letters to the Tarot.  
 

Actually, he seems to have gotten that from de Gebelin and de Mellet, and from what I've seen so far, de Mellet seems to have little basis for the connection aside from both consisting of twenty-two elements.

Had he not been Jewish, I wonder that he might not have chosen the Egyptian alphabet (not their hieroglyphs) for this.  
 

which alphabet? Hieratic, Demotic, Coptic?

The separation of the Israelites from Egypt into what would become a Judaic culture has added a lot of confusion to the general history of those whom we now call Jews.  Knowing that history was at that time, written in symbolic or connotative form, and that the Jews never were slaves in Egypt, might give us pause to consider that what they meant conntatively by the idea of slavery, was an adherence to the polytheistic culture of the Egyptians as the Israelites wanted to explore monotheism.  
 

That does seem one of the more likely scenarios, though one could make an argument for class or economic factors as well.  May have stemmed from multiple factors.

.  And I find it interesting the both the Hebrew and Egyptian alphabets have this concept of Mother Letters; at least that's what's suggested in the online information I've found on the Bembine Tablet.
Hm.  No idea about the mother letters thing- I'll run that by my Kemetic Recon associate.

Yes, there's much that seems to start in this period, which is profoundly significant.  It was at this time, that Europe began rediscovering a bit of what was originally lost with the destruction of the Library at Alexandria, inaugurating the Renaissance. 
 

Florentine Academy and all that.

 

The volumes of Greek literature first, plagiarized and then violently suppressed by the Roman Church were beginning to turn up in what I assume to be private libraries amongst other sources.  
 

Lots of Monastics were in to Plato, Aristotle and Neoplatonic thinkers.  

This brings me back to the interesting problem that seems to have been created with the founding of Judea as a state.  Greeks, Israelites and Egyptians seem to have been moving towards a common culture that would then be absorbed and distorted into the Roman culture;
 

the origin of synthesis now known as Hermeticism, among other things.

 

                                                          Kaos, Eros, Gaia,

                                                                                 Tzeenj

Hi Raf,
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Sorry to take so long to respond; I've been a away for the Labor Day weekend.
 

But it seems to work well for the likes of Mathers and Levi, as they've derived the proper correspondences from the table. 
 

But have they really, or did they take an erroneous history for it and add their own projections?

Ultimately, as Crowley stated, the Tarot is a propagandistic tool for a metaphysical system.  So I wouldn't deem it a psychological projection; so much as I would note their creativity in generating the correspondences.
 

I'll admit that while they make good resources, I do tend to keep in mind that they lived in the nineteenth century, and that new information may have come to light since (for example, recall that it was believed for some time that hieroglyphs were purely pictogrammatic, rather than phonetic).  I'd simply prefer an analysis that takes in to account the spurious nature of Kircher's translation and the matter of the tablet's artwork not depicting authentic Egyptian imagery.

I'd be curious to learn more of Kircher's translation; would you forward any material you have on this?
Thanks.
 

For that matter, it seems that from this, Levi figured out how to apply the Hebrew letters to the Tarot.  Actually, he seems to have gotten that from de Gebelin and de Mellet, and from what I've seen so far, de Mellet seems to have little basis for the connection aside from both consisting of twenty-two elements.

Why would you not see this as possibly having some significance?...it certainly seems synchronistic to me.
Had he not been Jewish, I wonder that he might not have chosen the Egyptian alphabet (not their hieroglyphs) for this.  
which alphabet? Hieratic, Demotic, Coptic?

I have no working familiarity with the Egyptian Alphabet(s), so I can't answer this.
The separation of the Israelites from Egypt into what would become a Judaic culture has added a lot of confusion to the general history of those whom we now call Jews.  Knowing that history was at that time, written in symbolic or connotative form, and that the Jews never were slaves in Egypt, might give us pause to consider that what they meant conntatively by the idea of slavery, was an adherence to the polytheistic culture of the Egyptians as the Israelites wanted to explore monotheism.  
That does seem one of the more likely scenarios, though one could make an argument for class or economic factors as well.  May have stemmed from multiple factors.

Obviously, multiple factors would have had to have been contributing to the ultimate splitting of these two peoples.  And any society needs operative myths; giving us the OT story.
.  And I find it interesting the both the Hebrew and Egyptian alphabets have this concept of Mother Letters; at least that's what's suggested in the online information I've found on the Bembine Tablet.
Hm.  No idea about the mother letters thing- I'll run that by my Kemetic Recon associate.

Please let me know what you learn.
Thanks,
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Hi Raf,
93
 

'ello!

 

Sorry to take so long to respond; I've been a away for the Labor Day weekend.
 

 

I can understand that.  Hope you had a good time!

Ultimately, as Crowley stated, the Tarot is a propagandistic tool for a metaphysical system.  
Indeed so.  The most accessable means of conveying a symbol system.

So I wouldn't deem it a psychological projection; so much as I would note their creativity in generating the correspondences.
 

perhaps, and I wouldn't denigrate that or the usefulness of the results, but the purpose of this project is to approach the Tarot in as factual and historically-based a means as possible (I jokingly think of it as "Recon Tarot").  

 

Thing is, Victorian archeological methods left much to be desired-- much of it involved seeing what they wanted to see and, if necessary, changing the facts if the reality differed from their image of what it whould be.  Their whitewashing of the Mayan culture serves as one of the more dramatic examples of this.

 

I'd be curious to learn more of Kircher's translation; would you forward any material you have on this?
 

I have some stuff among my reams of hard copy material- I'll see if I can dig it out.  It was a .pdf but I can't recall which site I got it from. 

For that matter, it seems that from this, Levi figured out how to apply the Hebrew letters to the Tarot.  Actually, he seems to have gotten that from de Gebelin and de Mellet, and from what I've seen so far, de Mellet seems to have little basis for the connection aside from both consisting of twenty-two elements.

Why would you not see this as possibly having some significance?...it certainly seems synchronistic to me.
 

I'm sure lots of other things have twenty-two components, but I would no sooner align them with the Hebrew Alphabet that I would align everything involving five components with the Tattvas, or twenty-four with the Elder Futhark or the Greek alphabet. I'd need something more than a co-incidence of number, and I've yet to see it.  

 

which alphabet? Hieratic, Demotic, Coptic?

I have no working familiarity with the Egyptian Alphabet(s), so I can't answer this.
 

You'd mentioned  an Egyptian alphabet that had Mother Letters, so I'd just wondered to which one(s?) this referred.

Hm.  No idea about the mother letters thing- I'll run that by my Kemetic Recon associate.

Please let me know what you learn.
 

Shall do so.

 

                                                                                   Dua Sekhmet,

                                                                                                   Tzeenj

Hi Raf,
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So I wouldn't deem it a psychological projection; so much as I would note their creativity in generating the correspondences.
perhaps, and I wouldn't denigrate that or the usefulness of the results, but the purpose of this project is to approach the Tarot in as factual and historically-based a means as possible (I jokingly think of it as "Recon Tarot").  

The Tarot was developed by the creativity of people over a long period of time and in a very organic manner.  It doesn't seem that any genuine history really could be extant.
 

Thing is, Victorian archeological methods left much to be desired-- much of it involved seeing what they wanted to see and, if necessary, changing the facts if the reality differed from their image of what it whould be.  Their whitewashing of the Mayan culture serves as one of the more dramatic examples of this.

Yes, some of this emerges from their ignorance; brought on by many years of Roman suppression.  But much of this also is of profoundly creative insight that is as much an attempt at reconnecting with the esoteric current.  And of course, this is something that Crowley ultimately championed after making his own connection and after drawing from the resurrected current that was his inheritance of the Renaissance.
 

I'd be curious to learn more of Kircher's translation; would you forward any material you have on this?
I have some stuff among my reams of hard copy material- I'll see if I can dig it out.  It was a .pdf but I can't recall which site I got it from.

Give me the name of the material and I'll search the web.
For that matter, it seems that from this, Levi figured out how to apply the Hebrew letters to the Tarot.  
Actually, he seems to have gotten that from de Gebelin and de Mellet, and from what I've seen so far, de Mellet seems to have little basis for the connection aside from both consisting of twenty-two elements.

Why would you not see this as possibly having some significance?...it certainly seems synchronistic to me.
I'm sure lots of other things have twenty-two components, but I would no sooner align them with the Hebrew Alphabet that I would align everything involving five components with the Tattvas, or twenty-four with the Elder Futhark or the Greek alphabet. I'd need something more than a co-incidence of number, and I've yet to see it.

So then there are coincidences?...what about synchronicity in this spirit of reconnecting with the esoteric current?...would not several of these men have amassed the Magickal power to do so?
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you sed:

Hi Raf,
93
 

Hi there!

 

The Tarot was developed by the creativity of people over a long period of time and in a very organic manner.  It doesn't seem that any genuine history really could be extant.
 

there's ample documentation from the 1400's onward, I've been going from the Michelino (which I see as a sort of proto-Trumps) onward.

 

Prior to that, there's little enough evidence to suggest that its existence in that form, or even those symbols assembled together, may not have been.  I see it as key that Agrippa makes no mention, for example. Closest I've found symbol-wise is Petrarch.  The symbolic images abound in various sources, but not all together anywhere prior to the 1400's (the so-called "Charles VI" or Gringonneur pack, beloved of people who want to make a case for an earlier history, was in fact mis-dated) .

 

Yes, some of this emerges from their ignorance; brought on by many years of Roman suppression.  But much of this also is of profoundly creative insight that is as much an attempt at reconnecting with the esoteric current.  

And of course, this is something that Crowley ultimately championed after making his own connection and after drawing from the resurrected current that was his inheritance of the Renaissance.

True, and, as I'd said, I have no issues there if things align more with something authentic, and less with wishful thinking and projection.  This particular project, however, revolves around verifiable facts, documentation and a reconstruction and re-analysis based on that.  I'm exercising a good deal of severity here (and, in all honesty, have busted a couple of my own myths during this process).  

 

But if want to go with period contemporaries, Waite made an argument for a more objective analysis of the Tarot's history, tho he perhaps went a bit too militantly in that direction.  

 I'd be curious to learn more of Kircher's translation; would you forward any material you have on this?
Give me the name of the material and I'll search the web.
 

The actual writing of Kircher's is titled "Œdipus Ægyptiacus"

I'm sure lots of other things have twenty-two components, but I would no sooner align them with the Hebrew Alphabet that I would align everything involving five components with the Tattvas, or twenty-four with the Elder Futhark or the Greek alphabet. I'd need something more than a co-incidence of number, and I've yet to see it.

So then there are coincidences?...what about synchronicity in this spirit of reconnecting with the esoteric current?...would not several of these men have amassed the Magickal power to do so?
 

De Gebelin got his information from de Mellet's essay in a work that de Gebelin himself published.  Levi got his information from the same essay, and he popularized it.  No evidence of any connection between the Hebrew alphabet and the Tarot appears at any point before this, and, as I'd mention, de Mellet only seems to have the co-incidence of numbers as a basis for his ideas.

 

Add to this also that no standard ordering of the Tarot existed before the 19th Century. I've found no less than twenty orderings so far. Only with the creation of a means of mass production did a standardized ordering begin (most of the earliest decks didn't even have numbers on the Trumps- we only have literary resources to tell the ordering- in fact, the earliest recorded ordering differs radically from the one we know of) .  

 

                                                           Dua Djehuty,

                                                                     Tzeenj

Hi Raf,
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The Tarot was developed by the creativity of people over a long period of time and in a very organic manner.  It doesn't seem that any genuine history really could be extant.
there's ample documentation from the 1400's onward, I've been going from the Michelino (which I see as a sort of proto-Trumps) onward.

Prior to that, there's little enough evidence to suggest that its existence in that form, or even those symbols assembled together, may not have been.  I see it as key that Agrippa makes no mention, for example. Closest I've found symbol-wise is Petrarch.  The symbolic images abound in various sources, but not all together anywhere prior to the 1400's (the so-called "Charles VI" or Gringonneur pack, beloved of people who want to make a case for an earlier history, was in fact mis-dated) .

Whether or not the cards developed from the Egyptian cartouche or in whatever other manner cards may have become a gaming convention it seems would be a bit of a mystery.
 

But if want to go with period contemporaries, Waite made an argument for a more objective analysis of the Tarot's history, tho he perhaps went a bit too militantly in that direction.  

 I'd be curious to learn more of Kircher's translation; would you forward any material you have on this?
Give me the name of the material and I'll search the web.
The actual writing of Kircher's is titled "Œdipus Ægyptiacus"

My search on that has provided some interesting fruit; including a scanned Latin copy of the document and something on the origin of the Sigillum Dei Aemeth.  (http://www.esotericarchives.com/juratus/kircher.htm & http://www.billheidrick.com/Orpd/AKir/AKOeAeII.htm).  Also noted in the info on the former, is the importance of this doument to Mathers and Westcott, which means this must exist in translation somewhere.  Are you aware of anything about this?
I'm sure lots of other things have twenty-two components, but I would no sooner align them with the Hebrew Alphabet that I would align everything involving five components with the Tattvas, or twenty-four with the Elder Futhark or the Greek alphabet. I'd need something more than a co-incidence of number, and I've yet to see it.

So then there are coincidences?...what about synchronicity in this spirit of reconnecting with the esoteric current?...would not several of these men have amassed the Magickal power to do so?
De Gebelin got his information from de Mellet's essay in a work that de Gebelin himself published.  Levi got his information from the same essay, and he popularized it.  No evidence of any connection between the Hebrew alphabet and the Tarot appears at any point before this, and, as I'd mention, de Mellet only seems to have the co-incidence of numbers as a basis for his ideas.

Add to this also that no standard ordering of the Tarot existed before the 19th Century. I've found no less than twenty orderings so far. Only with the creation of a means of mass production did a standardized ordering begin (most of the earliest decks didn't even have numbers on the Trumps- we only have literary resources to tell the ordering- in fact, the earliest recorded ordering differs radically from the one we know of) .  

This is precisely the inspired synchronistic creativity that I was referring to.  Several quality Tarot books have made note of Levi and DeGebelin in the history of the Tarot, which you fill in a bit further here.  That this emerged as the Magick of these men; their transmission of the Gnosis through the Renaissance is good enough.  That ultimately, this may prove to have some indirect connection with the Bembine Table would just be more or less some sort of spiritual validation.
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PJ sez:

Hi Raf,
 

Hello there!

 

 

Whether or not the cards developed from the Egyptian cartouche or in whatever other manner cards may have become a gaming convention it seems would be a bit of a mystery.
 

Well, the suit cards developed as gaming cards used by the Mamluks (tho the Queen was an entirely European addition, as was actual images on the court cards).  The Trumps developed entirely independently (the common myth of the Joker being the only remnant of the Trumps is just that, a myth- the Joker was an American invention and didn't appear in packs till the 1800's).  No record of the Trump images all together exists prior to the 1400's- not just no cards, no documentation of any sort... 

 

(a precedent for playing cards did exist in ancient China, but nothing like what we know of now)

 

But most of the images themselves were fairly common allegorical imagery for the period- witness Petrarch and also the Psychomachiae.  They just never appear all together until the Visconti-Sforza Tarot.  Other, completely different, Trump sets, like the Michelino, do slightly precede this.

 

 

FTR, the use of images on the suit cards, rather than just arrangements of symbols like we see on modern playing cards, originated with the Sola Busca pack, but didn't become commonplace (if it happened at all) until the Rider-Waite (which clearly derived many of its images for the suit cards from the Sola Busca- especially interesting as the Sola Busca uses a completely different set of Trumps)

[Kircher's "Œdipus Ægyptiacus"]

 

 Also noted in the info on the former, is the importance of this doument to Mathers and Westcott, which means this must exist in translation somewhere.  Are you aware of anything about this?
 

I've yet to find a complete hard copy in English.

This is precisely the inspired synchronistic creativity that I was referring to.  Several quality Tarot books have made note of Levi and DeGebelin in the history of the Tarot, which you fill in a bit further here.  That this emerged as the Magick of these men; their transmission of the Gnosis through the Renaissance is good enough.  
 

True enough, to an extent.  Levi derived his idea on the connection from the de Gebelin/ de Mellet writings and popularized it (rather than discovered it himself). The problem is, no evidence of a connection between the Trumps and the Hebrew Alphabet exists *anywhere* prior to de Mellet.  A total lack of any mention, which leads me to believe that none existed.  

 

The Egyptian connection, by all accounts, seems to owe more to the craze for Egyptiana of the time rather than anything else. 

 

>That ultimately, this may prove to have some indirect connection with the >Bembine Table would just be more or less some sort of spiritual validation.
 

But how do you explain thios in light of the Bembine Table's origina as a Roman creation and that the "Hieroglyphs" on it have no basis in anything Egyptian- that they are more just an attempt to emulate the artistic style.  I'd personally say that the Bembine Table was art, no more than that.  Pretty, yes, but the images have no real meaning. 
 

My current working theory is that the Trumps originated as a game among Renaissance intelligentsia.  Not a trivial game, mind you, but one based in Neoplatonic philosophy and hence, a form of mysticism. The images derived from contemporary allegorical imagery of the day.  Some packs, like the (quite beautiful) Mantegna, form a more solid, more overtly emanationist, hierarchy of ascension.  I'd love to find some solid connection to the Florentine Academy, or even, via Petrarch, to the much-overlooked Fedeli D'Amore, but have found no solid evidence.  Same goes for the Pergamon Disc- I'd love to see more evidence proving Angrell's theory, but have yet to see it.  
 

 

                                                   Dua Sekhmet,
                                                                 Tzeenj
Hi Raf,
93
 

Whether or not the cards developed from the Egyptian cartouche or in whatever other manner cards may have become a gaming convention it seems would be a bit of a mystery.
Well, the suit cards developed as gaming cards used by the Mamluks (tho the Queen was an entirely European addition, as was actual images on the court cards).  The Trumps developed entirely independently (the common myth of the Joker being the only remnant of the Trumps is just that, a myth- the Joker was an American invention and didn't appear in packs till the 1800's).  No record of the Trump images all together exists prior to the 1400's- not just no cards, no documentation of any sort... (a precedent for playing cards did exist in ancient China, but nothing like what we know of now)

But most of the images themselves were fairly common allegorical imagery for the period- witness Petrarch and also the Psychomachiae.  They just never appear all together until the Visconti-Sforza Tarot.  Other, completely different, Trump sets, like the Michelino, do slightly precede this.

FTR, the use of images on the suit cards, rather than just arrangements of symbols like we see on modern playing cards, originated with the Sola Busca pack, but didn't become commonplace (if it happened at all) until the Rider-Waite (which clearly derived many of its images for the suit cards from the Sola Busca- especially interesting as the Sola Busca uses a completely different set of Trumps)

Well, you've done quite a thorough investigation so far!  There's much here that I did not know, and I'm most interested in the fact that the Joker was an American contribution to the pack.  Most books in discussing the Joker refer to the idea of the medieval court jester, which is obviously outside the American paradigm.  If from the standard playing card deck, we were to equivocate the Joker with the Fool Atu (Trump), we then find in the Joker, the only connection of the playing deck with the trumps in the Tarot.
In my work on the English Qabalah, I've noted that the English that seems most important is American (in contrast with British, Australian et al) English as it is American English that has become the international language...supported in part, by the former British empire and its onetime influence across the globe.
 

Also noted in the info on the former, is the importance of this doument to Mathers and Westcott, which means this must exist in translation somewhere.  Are you aware of anything about this?
I've yet to find a complete hard copy in English.

I'd appreciate any partial copies that you might have in English.
 

This is precisely the inspired synchronistic creativity that I was referring to.  Several quality Tarot books have made note of Levi and DeGebelin in the history of the Tarot, which you fill in a bit further here.  That this emerged as the Magick of these men; their transmission of the Gnosis through the Renaissance is good enough.  
True enough, to an extent.  Levi derived his idea on the connection from the de Gebelin/ de Mellet writings and popularized it (rather than discovered it himself). The problem is, no evidence of a connection between the Trumps and the Hebrew Alphabet exists *anywhere* prior to de Mellet.  A total lack of any mention, which leads me to believe that none existed.  The Egyptian connection, by all accounts, seems to owe more to the craze for Egyptiana of the time rather than anything else. 

Yes, you've made this point already.  And yes, the popular concern w/Egyptology as induced by the Hermeticists and their discovery of Greek literature (with it's sources going back to the Egyptian mystery schools) aroused a desire to show Egyptian culture as holding some deep and powerful spiritual secrets.
Indeed, I think they have; just not in the Tarot.  Still the romanticism persists in regards to both the Tarot and the NewAgers that profit off its use as a divinatory tool.
 

>That ultimately, this may prove to have some indirect connection with the >Bembine Table would just be more or less some sort of spiritual validation.
But how do you explain this in light of the Bembine Table's origina as a Roman creation and that the "Hieroglyphs" on it have no basis in anything Egyptian- that they are more just an attempt to emulate the artistic style.  I'd personally say that the Bembine Table was art, no more than that.  Pretty, yes, but the images have no real meaning. 

And you may quite possibly be right.  However, the Roman fascination with Greek culture and the Greek connection to Egyptian culture may say more.  Still, the Romans knew how to pervert almost everything they loved in the Greeks.
 

My current working theory is that the Trumps originated as a game among Renaissance intelligentsia.  Not a trivial game, mind you, but one based in Neoplatonic philosophy and hence, a form of mysticism. The images derived from contemporary allegorical imagery of the day.  Some packs, like the (quite beautiful) Mantegna, form a more solid, more overtly emanationist, hierarchy of ascension.  I'd love to find some solid connection to the Florentine Academy, or even, via Petrarch, to the much-overlooked Fedeli D'Amore, but have found no solid evidence.  Same goes for the Pergamon Disc- I'd love to see more evidence proving Angrell's theory, but have yet to see it.  

I am in relative agreement with your working theory, and to add to this, we should note the convention of the 19th century may also have roots in the Renaissance.  And that convention is to take what is modern and state that it originates in antiquity as a way of authenticating its spiritual potency.  The GD and Theosophists (amongst others) did this quite routinely.
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Well, you've done quite a thorough investigation so far!  
 

Thank you!

 

There's much here that I did not know, 
 

glad to be of service.  :)

 

and I'm most interested in the fact that the Joker was an American contribution to the pack.  Most books in discussing the Joker refer to the idea of the medieval court jester, which is obviously outside the American paradigm.
 

There's a theory that there may have been an artistic connection with the Fool, esp with the Fool's position in the early Tarot games (still played in some areas of Europe to this day, so certainly known to travelers in the 1870's).  No other real connection aside from imagery, however.

 

(oh, for the record, the Sola Busca Trumps were all figures from the Late Roman Republic, except the last two, which were Babylonian Kings- Nimrod and Nebuchadnezzar, in fact.  The Michelino Trumps were all Greek Gods.)

 

In my work on the English Qabalah, I've noted that the English that seems most important is American (in contrast with British, Australian et al) English as it is American English that has become the international language...supported in part, by the former British empire and its onetime influence across the globe.
 

A lingua franca largely owing its status to economic factors.  Amazing how trade brings with it so many cultural influences.

 

 

I'd appreciate any partial copies that you might have in English.
 

I doubt I've found anything you couldn't find online.  My main confirmation for the fallaciousness of the translation came from my Recon buddy, whose initial reaction to the image of the Bembine Table was to nearly squirt a mouthful of coffee out of her nose.

 

  And yes, the popular concern w/Egyptology as induced by the Hermeticists and their discovery of Greek literature (with it's sources going back to the Egyptian mystery schools) aroused a desire to show Egyptian culture as holding some deep and powerful spiritual secrets.
Indeed, I think they have;
 

indeed so.  The Egyptian Mysteries, indeed the Mysteries in general, were a huge influence on the development of Hermeticism and, in turn, Gnosticism. Much of that naturally got romanticized in later times, but that in no way devalues the contribution of the Mysteries to the development of Hermetic thought, it just makes things a bit difficult to sort out from time to time now.

 

just not in the Tarot.  Still the romanticism persists in regards to both the Tarot and the NewAgers that profit off its use as a divinatory tool.
 

of possible interest- Tarot wasn't used widely for Divination prior to the 1780's, one of the first people associated with the practice was none other than Giacomo Casanova, who learned it from a Russian woman he was involved with.  The Ettiella was the first deck designed primarily for cartomancy (a term coined by Ettiella himself, who also wrote the first book designed to go with a deck)- designed some time around 1788.

 

 

But how do you explain this in light of the Bembine Table's origin as a Roman creation and that the "Hieroglyphs" on it have no basis in anything Egyptian- that they are more just an attempt to emulate the artistic style.  I'd personally say that the Bembine Table was art, no more than that.  Pretty, yes, but the images have no real meaning. 

And you may quite possibly be right.  However, the Roman fascination with Greek culture and the Greek connection to Egyptian culture may say more.  Still, the Romans knew how to pervert almost everything they loved in the Greeks.
 

True, and the Romans didn't have much respect for the Egyptian's culture.  It seems a very likely scenario that they would have emulated what they saw as pretty artwork, without concern for content or authenticity.  Goodness knows enough of the goes on now too.  

 

I am in relative agreement with your working theory, and to add to this, we should note the convention of the 19th century may also have roots in the Renaissance.  And that convention is to take what is modern and state that it originates in antiquity as a way of authenticating its spiritual potency.  The GD and Theosophists (amongst others) did this quite routinely.
 

indeed so.  The desire to establish credibility by linking something with a romanticized past age.  (of course, that *never* happens in modern times...  ;)    )


The thing the set me on this whole line of investigation was the search for Prudence, the "missing" Platonic Virtue in the Major Arcana.  Prudence appears in the Mantegna, and in the Minchiate (which also includes cards for the signs of the Zodiac, the Elements and the theological Virtues).  It also appears in the Ettiella, but only due to de Gebelin's misidentification of Prudence with the Hanged Man (he thought the Hanged Man was an iconographical error, and that, turned upside-down, it represented a man stepping over a snake, representing Prudence).  Looking at the placement of the other Platonic Virtues, it seems logical that if one were to add Prudence, it would appear at the position of Atu V, interestingly, one of the Atus most likely to be replaced with another image (the other most likely to be replaced being Atu II).

 

From there I stumbled across theories positing a possible 24 or 25 card Tarot (which would lead to some interesting alphabetical alignments itself).   I've yet to find convincing evidence for any of these as of yet, but, interestingly, however, two of the the theories I've found, completely independanrtly of each other, posit an extra Atu between the Devil and Tower, possibly connected with the thunderbolt and the concept of truth.

 

                                                          Dua Djehuty,

                                                                         Tzeenj

 
Hi Raf,
93
In my work on the English Qabalah, I've noted that the English that seems most important is American (in contrast with British, Australian et al) English as it is American English that has become the international language...supported in part, by the former British empire and its onetime influence across the globe.
A lingua franca largely owing its status to economic factors.  Amazing how trade brings with it so many cultural influences.

More than trade; Latin was the common language of Europe (before the U.S.) so that written works would not have to be translated into so many languages.  So an educated man studied Latin that he could read the work of his fellow Europeans.  Today, English has begun to take over that role; especially with internet...and the business clout or dominance of the U.S. market.
I hope ultimately, you will publish all this research...I for one will be most interested.
93/93
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On Thu, Sep 11, 2008 at 9:18 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli <gcl@amhr.org> wrote:

Hi Raf,
 

hello there!

 

A lingua franca largely owing its status to economic factors.  Amazing how trade brings with it so many cultural influences.

More than trade; Latin was the common language of Europe (before the U.S.) so that written works would not have to be translated into so many languages.  So an educated man studied Latin that he could read the work of his fellow Europeans.  Today, English has begun to take over that role; especially with internet...and the business clout or dominance of the U.S. market.
 

one could say, perhaps, that the internet's role is an extension of American culture, and that a lot of the interest there stems from American products, hence trade again, if perhaps indirectly.  Our media create a market even if such is not the intention.

I hope ultimately, you will publish all this research...I for one will be most interested.
 

I intend to, when I have enough information- I still have a couple of things I'm working on, then I need to review what I have, transcribe my notes and see if any more avenues of inquiry comes from there. 

 

Would you have any interest in seeing the notes on alternate orderings of the Trumps, alternate namings and/or "extra" cards?

 

                                                              Io Babalon,

                                                                         Tzeenj

Hi Raf,
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A lingua franca largely owing its status to economic factors.  Amazing how trade brings with it so many cultural influences.
More than trade; Latin was the common language of Europe (before the U.S.) so that written works would not have to be translated into so many languages.  So an educated man studied Latin that he could read the work of his fellow Europeans.  Today, English has begun to take over that role; especially with internet...and the business clout or dominance of the U.S. market.
 

one could say, perhaps, that the internet's role is an extension of American culture, and that a lot of the interest there stems from American products, hence trade again, if perhaps indirectly.  Our media create a market even if such is not the intention.

 

The comparison with Rome (Latin language) is uncanny; both empires (Rome & U.S.) becoming the source of an international language.  This of course is discussed further in my article: The Eagle and the Temple.
93/93
pj
