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Short essay on Lurianic Kabbalah
Yakov Leib HaKohain
Isaac Luria (1534-1572) -- also known as the "Ari Zaal," or "Divine Rabbi Isaac," -- was, and remains to this day, unarguably the greatest Kabbalist in world history. His doctrines, based entirely on the Old Testament and Zohar, anticipated virtually world-for-word -- or at the very least, concept for concept -- the theory of the "Big Bang" origins of the universe in astrophysics. Thus, the cosmogony of a 16th century Jewish Kabbalist was literally validated by modern science four hundred years later.
The details of Luria's Kabbalah are far too complicated to be discussed here. Suffice it to say that his doctrine of SheviretHaKelim, or "Shattering of the Vessels," was at their core and profoundly influenced all subsequent Kabbalistic theosophy.
Put simply, the doctrine of Sheviret HaKelim states (as does also the 20th century Big-Bang theory) that the Universe (i.e.,the Unity of  God) was shattered at the moment of mundane creation.  From this cataclysm, "Holy Sparks" flew off in all directions, some returning to their Source, others falling into the world of "things" and "beings."  Thus, as the Baal Shem Tov states, "In all that is in the world dwell Holy Sparks, no things is empty of them; in the actions of men also, indeed even in the sins he does, dwell Holy Sparks of God."
Thus, the Kabbalistic notion of Tikkun Olam, or "Repair of the World," is based on the principle that all things and actions in the world, no matter how seemingly trivial, are saturated with Holy Sparks,  yearning to return to the state of premundane unity from which they fell at the creation of the world. Again, modern Chaos Theory in physics states much the same principle when it proposes that all disturbed systems seek to return to their pre-existent state of "quasi-stationary equilibrium."
Sabbatean Kabbalah
One hundred years after Luria, in 1665-66, the Jewish Messiah and avatar, Sabbatai Zevi, began completing the Tikkun Olam through various "strange gestures," including his conversion to Islam. Thousands of his millions of followers followed him into this "Holy Apostasy," as did the followers of Yakov Leib Frank into Christianity another hundred years after that. Today, the DONMEH forum is attempting to complete the great task initiated by Sabbatai Zevi through the powerful medium of the internet.
Rabbi Isaac Luria - the Ari

"Isaac Luria . . . was said by his disciples to have read people's secret sins from their faces and to have prescribed their tiqqun accordingly." -- Prof. Gershom Scholem

Rabbi Issac Luria (1534​1572), called the Ari or "Lion", an acronym of his title and name, was quite possibly the most profound metaphysical thinker to come out of esoteric Judaism.  The central figure of post​expulsion Kabbalah, his teachings revolutionised the entire Kabbalistic tradition. 

Unfortunately, Luria himself never wrote anything down, and for his teachings we have to rely on the conflicting and unreliable accounts preserved by his disciples and their successors, the most important of which was Rabbi Hayyim Vital (1542​1620), a prolific writer.  Even now very little of the voluminous Lurianic material is available in English. 

The Cosmology of Lurianic Kabbalah

[image: image2.png]



the concentric emanation of worlds, according to Lurianic Kabbalah
{from R. I. Krakovsky - Kabbalah, the Light of Redemption)
  

	

	 
	The Five Worlds

Whereas in the Zohar and elsewhere there are only four worlds or universes (planes of existence) the Lurianic system adds a fifth universe, Adam Kadmon, a s ort of manifest Godhead, that mediates between the En Sof and the four lower worlds.


In Lurianic cosmology therefore we have the following strata of reality: 

· En Sof       -  Absolute or Infinite - Beyond all archetpes 
· Adam Kadmon  -  Tetragrammatons or Divine names 
· Atzilut      -  Sefirot or Divine Archetypes and Partzufim or Divine Personas 
· Beriah       -  Archangels and Divine Souls (neshamot) 
· Yetzirah     -  Angels 
· Asiyah       -  Inferior Angels and klippot; Physical world
It is interesting to consider that whereas for other Kabbalists it was the En Sof which was identical to the Deity, for Luria it was the world of Atzilut, or at least its higher aspects.  These aspects of divinity Luria refers to as Partzufim, more on which shortly.  Thus he distinguishes between Atzilut and the three lower worlds [Sholem, pp. 272​3].

The Soul and its Salvation according to Lurianic Kabbalah

 In comparison with the Zohar, Lurianic teachings regarding the soul were far more elaborate.  In one teaching the formation of the soul recapitulates the process of cosmic emanation and contributes towards the cosmic redemption or tikkun.  Explains Scholem: 

"Just as the supernal lights of the partzufim of Atzilut develop through conjunctions and "couplings" (zivvugim) of the parztufim, so are the souls born through a corresponding process.  Within the Sefirah Malkut of each parztuf are...souls in a potential state that ascend...and are actualised as a result of the "unions" of the (higher) Sefirot.  At the outset these souls exist only in the state of "female waters" (mayyim nukbin); that is, they are passive potencies that...lack harmony and form....Only through additional "couplings" of...Ze'er Anpin with its female counterpart or Nukvah do they receieve the actual structure of souls.  With each new arousal of the "female waters" in these parztufim, new opportunities arise for the creation of souls.  Such a process occurs in all four worlds...., the possible variation in modes of souls being practically infinite.  Each of these souls recapitualtes...the structure of the worlds through which it passed (when)...being created, so that when it descends to enter a body in this world it will be able to work towards the latter's tikkun...and, to some extent,...the uplifting of the higher worlds as well."

 [Kabbalah, pp.161-2]

 No mention is made of the doctrine of gilgul or reincarnation in this particular account, although it is important in some other Lurianic and post-Lurianic teachings regarding the soul.  Actually, the problem here is also what is meant by the term "soul"?  Since the Kabbalists speak of a number of different "souls", corresponding to the various worlds or sefirot in the emanation sequence, it may well be that what is being referred to here is something qite different to how the word "soul" is generally understood today: as the essential "I" or self distinct from the body - assuming of course that such a simplistic dualistic definition is even valid at all.  But it seems that what is being referred to in the above doctrine is the origin of the various psychic principles (now that's a better term than "soul") that make up our consciousness.  Rather than being simple dualistic beings, we are made up of a number of different faculties, which existing together in the body make up what we like to call "consciousness".  These faculties, being different in nature (for example, the thinking faculty is not the same as the feeling faculty), would originate from different worlds or planes or spheres of existence, which correspond to or are the cosmic equivelent of those particular individual faculties.  But the basic dynamic behind the formation of each psychic faculty may be the same, even if it occurs on different planes (the old law of correspondence again), and would logically also recapitualte the formation of the cosmos as a whole.  So Anthropogenesis or Psychogenesis (pick whichever big word you prefer) recapitaltes cosmogenesis.  Hence the above Kabbalistic doctrine. 

 Another novel Lurianic idea regarding the soul (that terrible ambiguous word again) is that the neshamah or higher soul proper does not actually enter into the body or the lower worlds at all.  Instead, it radiates a spark of itself downwards to the mode that we call the "soul", but strictly speaking can only be called a soul (neshamah) by analogy only.  The true soul remains above, hovering over the person, whether from near or afar, but maintaining a link with its spark below [Ibid, pp.148, 162]. 

 This interesting idea - that even the individual divine or spiritual principle does not incarnate, but instead sends down an emanation or irridation - was also taught by the Neoplatonist Iamblichus, regarding the Nous or Divine Mind.  Since it is unlikely that Luria was familiar with the teachings of the classical Neoplatonists, this seems to be a realisation independently arrived at.  And this same idea of an overshadowing individual spiritual principle was to reappear in H.P.Blavatsky's doctrine of the Higher Manas or Ego (which inspired later theosophical writers like Alice Bailey), as well as Qabalistic occultists like Aleister Crowley with his doctrine of the Holy Guardian Angel. 

 A third Lurianic teaching on the nature of the soul regards the soul of Adam; that is, the human biblical Adam, as opposed to the Adam Kadmon Godhead.  But even here in Sunday School land things are not as they seem.  For the Lurianic Adam did not contain just a single soul, like the conventional Christian Adam.  Rather, he was also a sort of cosmic figure, containing all the souls of everyone who would be born, in a single mass in the breath (neshamah; as with the Indian Atma and the Latin Spiritus, the individual spiritual principle was originally identified with the breath) God breathed into his nostrils [see e.g. Rabbi Yehuda Ashlag, An Entrance to the Tree of Life, p.115].  As the inimitable Gershom Scholem explains: 

 "The soul of Adam was composed of all the worlds and was destined to uplift and reintigrate all the sparks of holiness...left in the klippot....It had 613 limbs, one for each of the commandments in the Torah.....Each of these limbs formed a complete partzuf in itself known as a "great root" (shoresh gadol), which in turn contained 613, or according to other versions, up to 600,000 "small roots".  Each "small roots", which was also referred to as a "great soul" (neshamah gadolah), concealed within it 600,000 sparks or individual souls.  These sparks too were apt to fission still further, but there remained a special affinity and power of attraction between all the sparks that descended from a common root.  Each of these sparks formed a complete structure or komah in itself." 
 [Gershom Scholem, Kabbalah, p.162]

So, what we have here is a very interesting idea.  Ignore the religious stuff about Adam; that's just the way the revelation appeared, through Isaac Luria who had a particular cultural and religious understanding and naturally interpreted things along those lines.  But we want to understand the essence of things, independent of religious or cultural or personal distortion.  So we have to extract the wheat from the chaff.  So, what is being described here is a sort of psychogenesis - a theory of the origin of the souls.  We have the idea that all the souls originated from a primordial anthropos, to use the Gnostic term.  This Adamic anthropos, being a divine being, was organised in a particular archetypal, mandalic manner, hence the refence to "613 limbs".  Of course, it doesn't have to be 613; it could be any number.  613 is chosen on purely theolotgical grounds (the number of positive and negative observences or precepts (mtzvahs) in Judaism.  The derived divine souls or sparks still retain their connection with kindred souls of the same "root". Hence we have "kindred spirits"; souls bound together by a common purpose, because they originated from the same archetype-aspect of the original anthropos.  Their purpose therefore is the purpose defined by that particular aspect; a particular role to be played in the Divine Plan of cosmic evolution and unfolding.  So perhaps a lot of hastles in this world come from souls with different missions that have been thrown together and are clashing, because of mutual incompatability: he/she/they don't understand me.  People with totally different destinies may be stuck together in mutually frustrating relationships, and they have to work out all that personal karma before they can get on with their true spiritual mission, the mission represented by that particular aspect of the original anthropos from which their divine soul derives. 
The question is, how did all the souls get separated in the first place? 

    Luria relies on his favorite and very dramatic explanation; the Fall.  And here he combines the exoteric biblical doctrine of Adam's fall with his own esoteric gnostic doctrine of the pre-creation fall.  According to him, if Adam, who had the fully developed powers of Adam Kadmon, had fulfilled his mission through contemplative action and deep meditation, the living chain between God and creation would have been completed, and the power of the evil Klippah totally overcome.  But his fall caused the cosmos - already in bad straights after the "breaking of the vessels" - to fall even further.  The world of Asiyah, which had previously stood firmly, was now immersed in the realm of the Klippot.  As a result of this admixture of the world of Asiyah with the klippot, Adam assumed a material body and the unity of his soul was shattered.  The fate of the fragments had either of three possible outcomes, depending on their purity. 

 Those soul-elements of high rank, called the "upper light" (zihara ila'ah) which refused to participate in his sin departed for above, and will not return to the world until the time of redemption.  (Incidentally, there's a parallel here with Basilides, who speaks of the first two "Sonships" ascending to the spiritual world, while the third remains below caught in matter). 

 Other souls remained in Adam even after his statue was reduced from cosmic to mundane dimensions; these were holy souls that did not fall into the clutches of the klippot, including the souls of Cain and Abel.  They entered bodies through directy hereditary transmission rather than transmigration (gilgul). 

 But the majority of souls that were in Adam feel and were subjigated by the klippot; they must achieve their tikkun through the cycle of transmigration.  Here we have a parallel with the Indian doctrine of karma, rebirth, and eventually liberation or enlightenment. 

 It is interesting to compare the above with the Gnostic and Manichaean theory of souls or sparks stuck in matter.  The rather chauvanistic Gnostic cosmology has the origin and circumstances of the trapped sparks as due to the pre-creation sin and/or fall of a female creative divine principle called Sophia; the sparks originating from the light or spiritual principle (pneuma) of Sophia that had become captured by the hostile cosmic powers or archons (rulers), and Sophia engaing in a battle of intrigue and conter-intrigue to trick the archons into giving up the spiritual light.  Eventually, an anthropos-like masculine saviour - either Seth or Jesus - has to descend to give saving gnosis. 

 In Manichaeism, the anthropos-like Archetypal Person, here called Anthropos (what else?), the primordial Soul, voluntarily sacrifices himself (or herself; the gender doesn't matter as "Anthropos" simply means "human being") by allowing himself to be swallowed up by the darkness or Ahriman.  Both principles, Anthropos and Ahriman, are like a poison to each other; while the bulk of Anthropos is rescued by other Divine Powers and returns to his/her spiritual station (like Luria's zihara ila'ah), much of his/her being remains as souls or light trapped in darkness; yet the very presence of these souls work to bring about the eventual downfall of the darkness. 

Luria's Adamic soul-doctrine seems to include elements from both the above teachings - both the foolish Sophia of the Gnostics and the noble Anthropos of the Manichaeans.  As Scholem explains: 

 "...Lurianic Kabbalah went to great lengths to play up the dramatic elements of Adam's sin and its consequences.  The entire history of the Jewish people and the entire world was identified with the recurrent reincarnations through which the heros of the Bible struggled to acheive tikkun.  Among these heros were both "original souls" (neshamot mekoriyyot), which...were capable of great powers of tikkun whereby the whole world stood to benefit, and other, private, individual souls which could achieve a tikkun only for themselves..."

An interesting parallel with Mahayana Buddhism here; the idea of the Bodhisattva who works for the salvation of others, as opposed to the individual realiser of enlightenment or arhat.  Mahayana however stresses that the option is open for anyone on the spiritual path to become a bodhisattva, eventually, if he or she works at it.  The Lurianic position institutes a more elitist teaching, only special, very elevated and so to speak archetypal souls - equivalent perhaps to the Buddhas of Theravada and popular Mahayana, sharply demarcated from the ordinary spiritual aspirant - have the status of neshamot mekoriyyah. 

 And what of the theory of related souls, or multipsychogenesis?  Well, 

 "...Souls descending from a single "root" comprised "families" who had special relations of affinity and were especially able to help each other.  Now and then, though very rarely, some of the upper souls that had not even been contained in the soul of Adam might descend to earth in order to take part in some great mission of tikkun..." 
 [Kabbalah, p.163]

This last sounds suspiciously like the Vaishvanite doctrine of avatars; e.g Lord Krishna as described in the Bhagavad Gita, although in Vaishvanism there is no concept of a movement towards ultimate cosmic restitution (tikkun).  And of course, the Avatar is not a "soul" at all, not even an extremely elevated one

The Lurianic Theory of Creation and Redemption
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Lurianic diagram of the emanation of worlds
The Lurianic and Sabbatian Kabbalah teach about a very dynamic and controversial (even dialectical in almost Schellingian sense of this word) process of self explication and self construction of the Absolute (as well as His liberation from even the shadow of the roots of evil) which as the process of tikkun (Restoration, or Universal Correction) unfolds the unlimited richness of His contents in the system of Personalities, or Hypostases (Partzufim). Therefore, the World of Restoration ('Olam Tikkun) is not equal (but is not different as well) to the world of 'Or En-Sof (Ultimateless Light, or Absolute) of the beginning. Tikkun 'Olam is of the same nature as 'Or En-Sof but it is not simplicity and potentiality but concrete unity of differences and actuality.  And the process of Tikkun is called "the repairing of the God's Face" because it corrects the existential break, or gap in the Absolute Being as such which is also a moment in His unfolding.

The Tzimtzum
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the concentric emanation of worlds, according to Lurianic Kabbalah 
{from R. I. Krakovsky - Kabbalah, the Light of Redemption)
	

	 
	According to Rabbi Luria (as presented by Hayyim Vital in the beginning of his Magnum Opus, Etz Hayyim ("The Tree of Life")), originally there was only the En Sof or Infinite Light.  This veiled or contracted (tzimtzum) its Light, in order to create a "space" (tehiru) for Creation.  Into this spherical Space there emanated successive Worlds, which constitute finite existence. 


These were the Worlds of Atzilut, Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiah. 

Since they were contained in the Tehiru or primordal Space, all these worlds were finite, and thus radically different in nature from the Absolute.  Gershom Scholem suggests that the whole idea of the Tzimtzum in Luria's thought was as a counterpole to any pantheistic tendencies, by emphasising the great gulf between "God" (the En Sof) and Creation.  Be that as it may be, "God" was not the En Sof but the various Persona (partzufim) of the World of Atzilut. 

Practical Kabbalah ​ Kavanot and Yichudim

       Although most of Luria's writings deal with the theoretical Kabbalah, there is an important practical element as well.  This is known as Kavanah, or "mystical intention".  Although these were discussed by earlier kabbalists, and allusions were found in the Zohar, it was only Luria who was able to mold them into a complete system of meditation, integrating them as well with his theoretical system.  These Kavanot (pl. of Kavanah) are specific meditations relating to virtually every aspect of life, whether secular or religious: e.g. dressing, putting on Tefillin (phylactories), or the various religious holiday practices such as eating Matzah (unleavened bread) on the Passover, etc.  Since each person was constantly involved in these observances, the Kavanot would put him in a meditative state throughout the whole day.  Formal prayer too, where each word has a kabbalistic significance, was the focus of a whole system of meditations. 

       The purpose of the Kavanot is to elevate the practioner to the higher universes, and combinations of Divine Names and much Gematria.  [1] 

       In Lurianic Kabbalah then, the practice of Kavanah is very important.  Man's role consists in the restoration of the original harmony that was destroyed with the breaking of the Vessels; the unification of the name of God.  According to Luria, the Tikkun restores the unity of God's name the reuniting of the letters YH and WH which were torn apart with the Breaking of the Vessels  [2].  This reuiniting was known as Yechidim, "Unifications".  A great many yechidim were taught.  All involve the manipulation of the letters of the various names of God.  Sometimes two or more names were united, something the names were intertwined and various vowel points added.  Since the divine Names reflect spiritual forces, which have their counterparts in the human psyche, the effects of these Yichudim in elevating the consciousness can be dramatic [3].  Here there is an obvious and striking parallel with the Mantras of Indian Tantra and the corresponding but less well​known practices in Gnosticism (c.f. the various seemingly incomprehensible strings of vowels that occur in many of the Nag Hammadi texts). 

 One simple example of mystical ascent through a Yichud can be given here. 

  

	"The lower soul (nefesh) is from the Universe of Asiah, which is associated with the name Adony ("Lord" ​ the divine name associated with the Sefirah Malkhut).  One should therefore meditate on the name Adony (ADNY) binding it to the name YHVH ("Yahweh" ​ associated with the Sefirah Tifaret) in the Universe of Asiah.  He should then bind this to the name Ehyeh (AHYH ​ "I Am" ​ associates with the Sefirah Keter) in the Universe of Asiah. 

He should then meditate on this, elevating the name  Ehyeh of Asiah, and binding it to Adonoy of Yetzirah.  Adonoy of Yetzirah should then be bound to YHVH of Yetzirah. 

(One proceeds in this manner) step by step, until he reaches Ehyeh of Atzilut.  He should then bind Ehyeh of Atzilut to the very highest level, which is the En Sof." 
        [Kaplan, Meditatation and Kabbalah, p.225]


This theme of an step​by​step ascent through successive planes of consciousness is a common one in Kabbalah, as it is in the Gnosticism and Hermeticism of the Hellenistic age, which constituted the milieu from which Kabbalah developed.  But unlike those teachings, which were world-negating and concerned with personal transcendence, Kabbalah has as its aim the restitution of the Cosmos as a whole.

613 is the number of Total Jewish laws including The ten commandments and Midrasnhic laws 
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On Sep 5, 2008, at 7:45 AM, Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

his Adamic anthropos, being a divine being, was organised in a particular archetypal, mandalic manner, hence the refence to "613 limbs".  Of course, it doesn't have to be 613; it could be any number.  613 is chosen on purely theolotgical grounds (the number of positive and negative observences or precepts (mtzvah
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That's a meaningful attribution for obvious reasons, thanks.  This reminds me of the controversy of Revelation's 666 some time back.  What was that number again?...the one that was intended to be the number of Caesar.
93/93
pj
606 often written in revelation as 666 

Apparently a mistranslation that was carried over into the new testament.

LIkely most of the material in revelation had already occurred( Or was currently occurring )

Thus it was an admonition to a church under persecution not really a prophecy ( Per se)
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Hi JohnMoon,
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Thanks for this...
606 often written in revelation as 666

Apparently a mistranslation that was carried over into the new testament.

LIkely most of the material in revelation had already occurred( Or was currently occurring )

Thus it was an admonition to a church under persecution not really a prophecy ( Per se)


It doesn't seem that you really take such a reductionist view on the whole book...do you?
In the nature of the work is the Merkabah Tradition that turned up several apocalyptic books; both Pseudpegripha and Apocrypha.  Prophecy was about producing symbols of the astral universe or the Seven Heavens.  That the Council of Nicea would have both edited and included this book into its canon doesn't seem to correspond with anything that modern day 'Rapturists' have derived from reading this book.
93/93
pj
Well, you cant really tell how much is and isn't so its very unreliable. If 606 is referring to Caligua or Nero( Both possibilities) when the Revelation was written  

MOst of the things in there are likely already in progress

What is likely going on, Is that some event( is first recounted in revelation) Then the result( Or prophecy part is added) at the end. Then the conclusion which shows a moral lesson( Like christ Triumphant or That God will wipe away all tears.

So its rather difficult to determine at this late date how much of what is said Has already occurred, was in the process of occurring and what they thought was going to occur

It is possible to figure out Some of it. However its been considered a prophecy only for so long ) Say from 300 ad to Maybe the German/Dutch  revisionists

that started actually reading  and separating things out.

By assuming it was all prophecy and not like the other letters( called circular letters) A lot of information and analysis probably was lost which could have been preserved.

Yet at the very beginning of the book it details that its to 7 specific churches.( Obviously meant for those Churches) Just like corinthians was sent to Corinth

Ephesians to Ephesus.

Etc etc

People seem to ignore this( Or just gloss over it)

By 300s it had been re read as a TO  ALL the church( And spiritual and mystical) which onty those spiritual enough could understand AS was Gospel of JOhn.

Then again the same thing was done to letters of Paul... they were redefined as to all the churches( Rather tot he specific churches and events, and problems for  which a letter was written . Most were never intended to be circulated to a world wide church.( Per se) Certain problems like in corinth

 would not have occurred anywhere else.( And were related to the Temple

The temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love, stood atop the Acrocorinth.
 IN any case  the agora of Corinth was larger than Romes in the 1st century
Only going to say that the problems of Corinth were not say the problems of Jerusalem( Or most anywhere else for that matter) 
It's an interesting de lima.... Read it as prophecy though and you run the danger or reading in your own beliefs.( which is exactly what the church did)Catholic.
Shrug
However I would suggest you note that it was written to "certain churches ) Only... and it would appear that the prophecy ( If there is a large amount) Uses a form of story telling which begins with events already known..( PAst) then,present events, Then possibly future
It depends on the audience who received it to understand what part is what because it was intentionally hidden( Or coded ) To protect the author and or reader.
Shrug
regards
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Hi JohnMoon,
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Well, you cant really tell how much is and isn't so its very unreliable. If 606 is referring to Caligua or Nero( Both possibilities) when the Revelation was written 

MOst of the things in there are likely already in progress

Perhaps so, and I don't doubt that some of these events were being written into the book; or at least the book was being interpreted along these lines at that time.  But 'that time' would be a time long before the Nicean Council would have added the book into their canon.  And so, it was edited and included to show what they wanted to have understood by those they would be imposing the religion over, which would have nothing to do with denouncing any Caesar; no less Constantine.
With that in mind, the exact correlations between John's Revelation, the Book of Enoch and the cononical book of Daniel in the OT, are a measure of the strength of the apocalyptic tradition.  This again, was more about prophecy as a prophessing of the 'secrets of Heaven' or a revealing of what's behind the veil of the Spirit and had nothing to do with predicting the future.  The idea that prophecy had anything to do with predicting the future belonged more to the peasantry.  Those 'in the know'...initiates...it seems to me, differentiated between prophecy and divination.  Prophecy was oracular only in that it was professed orally, which might look a bit like some divinitory methods.  But the aims are quite different between the two, as clearly shown in even the Gnostic apocalypses, written during this period.
What is likely going on, Is that some event( is first recounted in revelation) Then the result( Or prophecy part is added) at the end. Then the conclusion which shows a moral lesson( Like christ Triumphant or That God will wipe away all tears.

It's quite possible that some of this may have been encoded into this by using some colloquial memes to make the suggestion to those reading it at the time it was written.  Yet again, by the time we get to Irenaeus and Constantine, those memes have faded away and the intent of the book was certainly altered as best an ignorant set of clerics would do to create their emergent religion...that being at least a century or two after the initial composition.
So its rather difficult to determine at this late date how much of what is said Has already occurred, was in the process of occurring and what they thought was going to occur

It is possible to figure out Some of it. However its been considered a prophecy only for so long ) Say from 300 ad to Maybe the German/Dutch  revisionists

that started actually reading  and separating things out.

I think it is possible that even these politicians could see the alchemical symbolism involved in some process of purifying the Soul, which would have even been worthwhile in their view.  They simply would have to tweak this to move their constituents to the desired morality that they seek to condition into society, and with all the ruthless force they ultimately would use to do this.
By assuming it was all prophecy and not like the other letters( called circular letters) A lot of information and analysis probably was lost which could have been preserved.

Yes, it seems so; and I would add to that by suggesting also, that the symbolism used in interpreting some of this and the initiated knowledge that would have been required to unlock some of these symbols was also ultimately lost to the emerging clergy...or maybe some of this still sits in the Vatican library.
Yet at the very beginning of the book it details that its to 7 specific churches.( Obviously meant for those Churches) Just like corinthians was sent to Corinth

Ephesians to Ephesus.

Etc etc

People seem to ignore this( Or just gloss over it)

In the GCL document, Liber Congregus Restituo, we provide some insight over the nature of these churches as symbols of the chakkras, showing some of the initated interpretation of the document; for example:
Church of Ephesus
Revelation 2:1 – To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who hold the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.’
Revelation 2:11 – He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To him who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.
Kundalini is the primordial energy enclosed within the Church of Ephesus. This Church is located two finger widths above the anus, and two finger widths below the genital organs. The Divine Serpent of Fire sleeps within its Church, coiled three and a half times. When the Solar and Lunar atoms make contact in the tribeni near the coccyx, Kundalini the Fire Serpent awakens. As the Serpent rises through the medullar channel it puts into activity each one of the seven chakkras.
By 300s it had been re read as a TO  ALL the church( And spiritual and mystical) which onty those spiritual enough could understand AS was Gospel of JOhn.

Then again the same thing was done to letters of Paul... they were redefined as to all the churches( Rather tot he specific churches and events, and problems for  which a letter was written . Most were never intended to be circulated to a world wide church.( Per se) Certain problems like in corinth would not have occurred anywhere else.(And were related to the Temple

It seems more like propaganda about the books of the NT, given to a non-reading public, subsequent to the official decree that the general congregation was forbidden to read the Bible, was installed into the doctrine of the Roman church.  Contradicting anything in these books would not have been a problem at this level; even so that once finally, the lay congregation was allowed to read the Bible, it came with the Pope's commentary in an 'authorized' version.  So it really doesn't matter what view anyone could have had individually, as that would have been heresy.  Only the official interpretation was worth discussing and without direct reference to the NT.
The temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love, stood atop the Acrocorinth.
 IN any case  the agora of Corinth was larger than Romes in the 1st century
Only going to say that the problems of Corinth were not say the problems of Jerusalem( Or most anywhere else for that matter) 
It's an interesting de lima.... Read it as prophecy though and you run the danger or reading in your own beliefs.( which is exactly what the church did)Catholic.
Though these churches were addressed in Revelation, this was more an exoteric facade for an esoteric document; as were all the esoteric documents of the Gnostics.  These were presented as secret teachings of which the church was suspicious and found a threat in undermining their own operation.  Clearly the initiation into any of these Gnostic sects would in part, provide the tools for unlocking the interpreted meaning of the prophecy (professing the nature of the Soul and the Universe).
 

However I would suggest you note that it was written to "certain churches ) Only... and it would appear that the prophecy ( If there is a large amount) Uses a form of story telling which begins with events already known..( PAst) then,present events, Then possibly future
I reassert here that there was (and is!) a difference between prophecy and divination; prophecy really being distincly different.  Remember, a superstitious people seek a sign or a miracle.  That so much of this was written into the NT shows that the clerical aristrocracy, which was itself the ruling faction of Rome, were really targeting their peasantry with their construction of the canon and their interpretive doctrine.
It depends on the audience who received it to understand what part is what because it was intentionally hidden( Or coded ) To protect the author and or reader.
Or to continue their secretive mystery tradition as inherited from the Egyptian and later, Greek mystery schools.
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