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Slingshot Effect? Another Name for Backfire?
Over the last few years occult author Joseph Lisiewski, Ph.D. has become quite the celebrity. His fiction set him on the literary map, but it was his non-fiction, particularly "Ceremonial Magic and the Power of Evocation" (New Falcon Press, 2004) that sky-rocketed him to fame in the occult community. In addition to his Ph.D. in Theoretical and Applied Mathematics, or Physics to the rest of us, Lisiewski brings quite the curricula vita to his writings. He was friend and student of Israel Regardie for seventeen years, a members of several Golden Dawn organizations, including the A.A., and completed the seven year alchemy course under Frater Albertus at Paracelsus College, Salt Lake City, Utah, prior to its closing in the early 1980's. Even more so, Lisiewski's personality as the resident curmudgeon and basher of all things “New Age” as he hoists the banner of “Old System Magic” as he calls it, has made him the kind of fellow you either love or hate – and he likes it that way. Until recently Lisiewski was easily available to his readers via his website www.8thmatrixpress.com . However, an inundation of email has caused the interactive mode to be shut down. Readers can still go to his site and read previous posts, but new articles are only available through his newsletter. 

One of the more interesting points that Lisiewski has raised in his writings that we at that Institute for Hermetic Studies have gotten the most questions about is something he calls “The Slingshot Effect”.

What Lisiewski calls the Slingshot Effect is something that is well known to many ceremonial magicians. While some have stated that they have never experienced this phenomena, it is frequent and powerful enough to cause many to abandon their occult practices for good. 

“In all magical work, but especially in the process of evocation to physical manifestation, there exists the possibility of what I have to to call the slingshot effect. In the main, it is caused by an improper subjective synthesis and the subconscious belief system that flows from such erroneous synthesis.” (p. 107)

In summary, we can look to physics to supply us with the answer to how the Slingshot Effect works. Newton's Second Law states, “For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.” One need only throw a ball against a wall to understand this point. Throw a ball and it will bounce off the wall. If you are standing close by, the ball may hit you. The degree of injury will be in proportion to not only where you were hit, but also how hard, based upon how hard you initially threw the ball. 

Getting hit by the ball is the Slingshot Effect. 

Now, if you are prepared to 'catch' the reciprocal force that you have invoked, just as you should be prepared to catch the ball with a proper glove, then the negative impact of the Slingshot Effect will be minimized. If you are not prepared either physically or psychologically to 'catch' the force you have invoked, then the degree of injury will be more or less greater depending on what you have done.

For Love or Money...
A well known example of the Slingshot effect can be found in “Love Spells” and “Money Spells”. How often isn't it hear of one's self, or an associate who performed a ritual to obtain some additional money only to have their car hit by a deer or some similar unwanted event, and lose the very money they were seeking? Well, if we look at several cases closely and use Lisiewski's definition of why the Slingshot Effect takes place, we will better understand the what to do to avoid or minimize it. In fact, minimizing the Slingshot Effect may be all we can do, to reduce any negative effects to a barely noticeable minimum. We must be prepared to absorb, synthesize, and channel the forces we have invoked, just as an athlete must be prepared to push their physical limits to the utmost. In doing so both will experience some strain and discomfort, but it is part of the process of growing, rather than experiencing an injury from lack of preparation or foolish behaviors.

Let us examine a real example of a money that went awry.

A student of magic performed a ritual of Mercury to obtain additional money. The amount was specified as $1,500. Within several days, less than a week, the student experience a motor vehicle collision as a deer ran into the side of his car creating exactly $1,500 worth of damages. The student received the money and promptly paid it to the auto body repair shop to repair his car. Upon examination of the student's ritual we find out several things.

(1)The student wanted some extra money and picked the number of $1,500 arbitrarily. It was not linked to a specific need or objective.
(2)The student was employed as a house painter, but did not not have any additional means of income open to him, nor was he seeking any. 
(3)The ritual was a ritual of Mercury, the god of magic, but also 'quick money' such as risk, gambling, surprise occurrences, and travel. 

Based on these three points we can see that the student was seeking money for the sake of money, and may deep inside not felt worthy of actually having and keeping it. While sincere in his studies, he made little effort to improve himself, increase his level of employability, and spent a fair amount of his modest laborer's income on smoking and recreational drinking. Habits that essentially cost money, destroy the health, and give nothing in return that is beneficial for the long-run. Any money he received would have been used to further destroy his health or for unplanned recreational activities – amusement for amusement's sake.

The student's employment was limited to a single low-paying profession and he was not actively seeking additional work through the ritual, a better job, career opportunities, or a means of 'sudden luck' such as through purchasing a lottery ticket. He had no significant avenues of acquiring this money nor was he seeking to develop any. Short of finding a bag of cash on the street, he possessed a limited income stream.

The ritual was to a specific type of force or energy – Mercury - for a specifically desired result. Other types of force could have been used as well, Jupiter or the Sun, but they would have required or assisted in developing long range plans, opened opportunities, or stimulated self-enhancement and skill development as a means of obtaining the money. In fact, they may have even delivered the money that would allow those kinds of activities to take place, rather than simply drop $1,500 in our student's lap, simply to do with as he pleased.

How to Minimize or Avoid the Slingshot Effect?
Based on the information we have about the nature (or 'what') and cause (or 'how and why') of the Slingshot Effect we can see that there are two fundamental approaches that can be used to minimize it in our practical occult work.

The first method is to be exceedingly exact in our work. That is, to be so specific in what we want done and how we want it to happen that the margin for error is dramatically reduced. For example, if our student wants to perform a ritual to increase his available reserves of money, then he can go back to the drawing board and decide that since he desires the money sooner rather than later, that a Mercury working is required. Since he is limited in his skill set, and unwilling to spend the time and energy to acquire new skill or that the time frame in which the money is desired does not allow for their development, that the money must come from a 'sudden and unexpected source'. While it is possible that an inheritance may materialize, this is too is unlikely as it involves additional personalities and their will as well as destinies (or karma if you will). So our young magician is faced with the reality that he has few options short of gambling or some form of commerce in which money is exchanged quickly for whatever goods or services he may have to offer. Herein he may either perform a ritual in which he specifically decides that he desires to receive an increase in employment for the amount of $1,500; or, that he he is to win the same amount at a game of chance.

To accomplish his goal, our student decides that he will perform a ritual of Mercury, on a Wednesday morning, at sunrise during a waxing moon. The firmly conceived of purpose of the ritual is for our student to win $1,500 at a specific game of chance on a specific day. To this end, he firmly and unequivocally decides that this will be at the slot machines of a local casino. He even goes so far as to visit the casino in advance to know what its sights, sounds, and smells are like, and states in his ritual invocation the day and hour, and even the machine wherein this winning will take place. In doing this his energy is so utterly focused that success – according to the laws of magic – is one lever pull away.

The sheer degree of confidence drives his subjective mind to eliminate any possible outcome other than winning, and not only winning, but how, where, when, why, and how much. All the variables are accounted for, and in doing so, the students subjective synthesis – or subconscious world view of the universe, his place in it, and relationship to everything and everyone else, is highly refined and focused. In fact, as part of the invocation itself, the entire operation can be reduced to a single affirmative sentence, “I John Doe, invoke the energies of Mercury for the purpose of fulfilling my will, that one Wednesday, May 17th, at 7:40 pm, in the month, day, and hour of Mercury, I win $1,500 from a slot machine at Lucky Jacks Casino. These winnings stay with me for as long as I decide, and will come into my possession for the purpose of being used as I desire, at any time and place, completely, wholly, and in accordance with my will.” 

An examination of the above statement clearly demonstrates that the aspiring magician has clearly defined not only for himself, but also in doing so, for his subconscious – his gateway to the cosmos and filter of all experiences – what it is he want to achieve, how, and why, and what the longterm results are to be. The only area wherein he may decide to be a little less specific in the 'how'. Instead of a specific slot machine, he might state “through the first game of chance that appeals to me”. Herein, it must be clear to the student that he will play one and only one game of chance thereby eliminating doubt or the possibility of delayed success from his subconscious. 

Using the qualifier that the winnings will stay with him for as long as he decides and to be used as he see fits also eliminates the hidden unconscious possibility of self-sabotage wherein the winnings are lost to some unforeseen event, thereby eliminating the very reason the ritual was performed in the first place.

The alternative to this highly focused approach would be to take a more general view. Herein the energies of Mercury may still be used, however the desired outcome allows for greater opportunity and variety of means whereby the desired result - $1,500 – may materialize for our student.

In this approach, the ritual performed is done in such a manner that he reduces specifics, yet still provided a solid framework for his desired goal to manifest. In this instance, he states that the money is to come to him within a specific period of time (anywhere from three to thirty days), and is to be in the form of “winnings, employment, good fortune, or any other means that is satisfactory to me and to remain in my possession for as long as I decide and to be used as I see fit according to my will.”

As can be seen, the Slingshot Effect is clearly a direct result of each occultist's subconscious mind's deeply hidden views of self and its ability to achieve the desired goal as well as its feelings of worthiness. Deep seated feelings of lack of self-worth, poor self-esteem, guilt, doubt, greed, and a host of psychological knots act as bumpers or filters to any occult practice which must by definition call upon the forces resident within the individual's subconscious. 

In an email Lisiewski describes it in qabalistic terms, “The perfect balance must be struck between Netzach and Hod, which is why the Tarot card of the Major Arcana, The Tower, is so dangerous and demanding. However, when this force is equalized, it can be directed by the path from either Hod or Netzach into Yesod, depending upon the needs of the Operator. So what we have is an inverted triangle, the bottom vertex of which, culminating in Yesod, directs the 'culminated, equalized' force into Malkuth, directly through the Subjective Synthesis which is in Yesod.”

To reduce or eliminate the Slingshot Effect completely requires that the individual's subconscious, its subtle nuances, personal interpretations of words, ideas, and associations, and view of the universe be an open book to the operator. This can only be done through having a completely clear understanding of all of the parts of ritual and how they are understood by the magician. In addition, it is imperative that each student of practical occultism – be it a magical or mystical path – undertake a period of intense self-reflection, or even therapy, that is conducive to occult work. Works such as Israel Regardie's "One Year Manual", or preferably Roberto Assagioli's "Psychosynthesis" and "Act of Will", are ideal for this kind of personal integration as an essential and albeit mandatory preliminary to practical occult work.
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It is interesting that the Tower, connecting Hod and Netzach is mentioned. This is a basic Qabalistic theory that it seems many who experiment with evocatory practices fail to take into account.
The Tower Atu is connected with the Hebrew letter Peh (Mouth) and is of an oracular nature; connected as much with prophecy as it is with the manifestation of daemons.
But what the article fails to take into account is the path of Samekh; or as Crowley says, any Magick performed without the consent of the Holy Guardian Angel (Tiphareth connecting to Yesod) is Black Magick (my paraphrase).
Therefore, it is the energy of Tiphareth that influences Yesod within the Veil of Qesheth; where the Tower manifests. And Tiphareth is unconcerned with prurient purposes as it is not ruled by the lower ego.
Magick is a holy art and science; the purpose of asking for money or love must be to serve this higher ego in its manifestation within the body. In other words, without the practice of the presence of the divine and the development of the permanent presence of holiness in the psyche, this slingshot effect would be inevitable; even if one clearly defines the parameters as the article suggests.
Without this, even if the money or love is obtained, the cost is the diminishing of the soul and the innate power of the Ruach. Initiation then becomes physically (sotospeak) impossible and decadence then ensues; a sort of anti-Initiation that would then prepare one to become a dupe of the Black Lodge.
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I have experienced this slingshot effect before.As far as the tarot stuff i couldnt tell you but you make a good point the HGA tho.Although i think if you need somthing and time is short.Do it all but once was the slingshot effect was quite slight and barely noticable and i think bieng very specific really lessened it.
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