THE DANGERS OF MYSTICISM

By Aleister Crowley

Affectionately inscribed to Arthur Edward Waite

In its splintering, the original Order of the Golden Dawn had produced several groups turned the group more deeply into a mystical Christianity.  All the bickering the brought on the splintering was brought to a height when Crowley was given an inner order initiation by Mathers and a host of self-righteous members rebuked Mathers for accepting a bi-sexual man amongst their rank.  The work of the lodge itself had devolved into mere pageantry with a group politic that had members buying Grades for prestige.  A.E. Waite was one of the leaders in this revolt; seen by Crowley as the most pompous of the lot, with the possible exception of W.B. Yeats.
A CURIOUS IDEA is being sedulously disseminated, and appears to be gaining ground, that mysticism is the "Safe" Path to the Highest, and magic the dangerous Path to the Lowest.

First off, there is no safe path.  One of the reasons why the Western Mystery Tradition has been so secretive is that its teachings and techniques are not fullproof.  The danger of failing can be worse than not having tried to begin with.  So the 'safe' path is exoteric religion; but of course, there, you'll also find certain failure in attainment.  So is this really safe?  That is, assuming there is some vital need for attainment.  And if there isn't, what value beyond vanity can attainment have?
There are several comments to be made on this assertion.  One may doubt whether anything worth doing at all is free from danger, and one may wonder what danger can threaten the man whose object is his own utter ruin.  One may also smile a little grimly at the integrity of those who try to include all Magic under Black Magic, as is the present trick of the Mystic Militant here on earth.

Do not underestimate the militancy of the Mystic.  This one relies on a sometimes overt and sometimes covert philosophy of intolerant morality.  Either you are in agreement with these ideals and the overall ideology or you are evil or seduced by evil; the charge may also address your intellectual competence.  In comparison, the Magickian's philosophy seems a-moral at best, though a virtuous moral code of ethical behavior is pursued beyond the Mystic's ability to recognize.  Any attempt to overcome the Mystic's cognitive dissonance will usually prove futile.
Now, as one who may claim to a slight acquaintance with the literature of both paths, and to have been honoured by personal exposition from the adepts of both paths, I believe that I may be able to bring them fairly into the balance.

This is the magical theory, that the first departure from the Infinite must be equilibrated and so corrected.  So the "great magician," Mayan, the maker of Illusion, the Creator, must be met in combat.  Then "if Satan be divided against Satan, how shall his kingdom stand?"  Both vanish: the illusion is no more.  Mathematically, 1 + (–1) = 0.  And this path is symbolised in the Taro under the figure of the Magus, the card numbered 1, the first departure from 0, but referred to Beth, 2, Mercury, the god of Wisdom, Magic and Truth.

And this Magus has the twofold aspect of the Magician himself and also of the "Great Magician" described in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, p. 144).1
I have highlighted the important paragraphs in red, with my commentary in blue:
The Cry of the 7th Aethyr, Which is Called DEO
(DEO = <{Virgo}{Libra}. These symbols pertain to Babalon.)

The stone is divided, the left half dark, the right half light, and at the bottom thereof is a certain blackness, of three divergent columns. And it seems as if the black and white halves are the halves of a door, and in the door is a little key-hole, in the shape of the Astrological symbol of Venus. And from the key-hole issue flames, blue and green and violet, but without any touch of yellow or red in them. It seems as if there were a wind beyond the door, that is blowing the flame out.
The stone seems symbolic for the world of duality on the b&w side with the three-fold veil of the negative on the other; an overall allusion to the formula, 2=0.  Note Crowley's assignment of this formula to the Magickian in this essay.  The unlocking (keyhole) of the secret of life (Venus/Ankh) is also symbolized by the three columns (the Jivatman complex, Atman & Paratman).

And a voice comes: "Who is he that hath the key to the gate of the evening star?"
A reference to Venus (cf. Starry Gnosis)

And now an Angel cometh and seeketh to open the door by trying many keys. And they are none of any avail. And the same voice saith: "The five and the six are balanced in the word Abrahadabra, and therein is the mystery disclosed. 
The Soul and Spirit of Man are integrated by the formula Abrahadabra.
But the key unto this gate is the balance of the seven and the four; and of this thou hast not even the first letter. Now there is a word of four letters that containeth in itself all the mystery of the Tetragrammaton (TARO: it conceals all the mysteries of Tetragrammaton through the cards which declare him.), and there is a word of seven letters which it concealeth (This may be Babalon, for Malkuth concealeth Binah. Also 156 = 2 x 78.), and that again concealeth the holy word that is the key of the abyss (This word is N.O.X. = , Babalon conceals this word because She is the Lady of the City of the Pyramids beneath the Night of Pan. These words are probably BABALON, ChAOS, TARO.). And this thou shalt find, revolving it in thy mind.
The seven planets or Dhyan Chohans are the company of demi-gods or demiurges that ultimately manifest as the many elements, symbolized by the four principles (fire, water, air and earth).

Hide therefore thine eyes. And I will set my key in the lock, and open it. Yet still let thine eyes be hidden, for thou canst not bear the glory that is within.

So, therefore, I covered mine eyes with my hands. Yet through my hands could I perceive a little of those bowers of azure flame.

And a voice said: It is kindled into fire that was the blue breast of ocean; because this is the bar of heaven, and the feet of the Most High are set thereon.

Now I behold more fully: Each tongue of flame, each leaf of flame, each flower of flame, is one of the great love-stories of the world, with all its retinue of _mise-en-sc ne_. And now there is a most marvelous rose formed from the flame, and a perpetual rain of lilies and passion-flowers and violets. And there is gathered out of it all, yet identical with it, the form of a woman like the woman in the Apocalypse, but her beauty and her radiance are such that one cannot look thereon, save with sidelong glances. I enter immediately into trance. It seems that it is she of whom it is written, "The fool hath said in his heart 'there is no God.'" But the words are not Ain Elohim, but La (=nay!) and Elohim contracted from 86 to 14, because La is 31, which x 14 is 434, Daleth, Lamed, Tau. This fool is the fool of the Path of Aleph, and sayeth, which is Chokmah, in his heart, which is Tiphereth, that she existeth, in order first that the Wisdom may be joined with the Understanding; and he affirmeth her in Tiphereth that she may be fertile.
14 is also XIV the Art Atu, which is the path that leads from Yesod to Tiphareth.

It is impossible to describe how this vision changeth from glory unto glory, for at each glance the vision is changed. And this is because she transmitteth the Word to the Understanding, and therefore hath she many forms, and each goddess of love is but a letter of the alphabet of love.

Now, there is a mystery in the word Logos, that containeth the three letters whose analogy hath been shown in the lower heavens, Samech, and Lamed, and Gimel, that are 93, which is thrice 31, and in them are set the two eyes of Horus (i.e. the two letters O.O = {Capricorn}, the Eye.). (Ayin means an eye.) For, if it were not so, the arrow could not pierce the rainbow, and there could be no poise in the balance, and the Great Book should never be unsealed. But this is she that poureth the Water of Life upon her head, whence it floweth to fructify the earth (Refers to ATU XVII, "The Star", which shows this figure.). But now the whole Aethyr is the most brilliant peacock blue. It _is_ the Universal Peacock that I behold.

And there is a voice: Is not this bird the bird of Juno, that is an hundred, and thirty, and six ({HEB:Ayin}{HEB:Nun}{HEB:Vau}{HEB:Yod} = 136.)? And therefore is she the mate of Jupiter (The fourth of the mystic numbers of Jupiter is 136.).

And now the peacock's head is again changed into a woman's head sparkling and coruscating with its own light of gems.

But I look upwards, seeing that she is called the footstool of the Holy One, even as Binah is called His throne. And the whole Aethyr is full of the most wonderful bands of light, --- a thousand different curves and whorls, even as it was before, when I spake mysteries of the Holy Qabalah, and so could not describe it.
The Holy One is the Great Magickian (Paratman).  And his feet are below the hells; that is the manifestation on Earth is the Magickian engaged in life and with the world he creates in manifested actuality (not seduced by Maya).

Oh, I see vast plains beneath her feet, enormous deserts studded with great rocks; and I see little lonely souls, running helplessly about, minute black creatures like men (Again the Black Brothers.). And they keep up a very curious howling, that I can compare to nothing that I have ever heard; yet it is strangely human.

And the voice says: These are they that grasped love and clung thereto, praying ever at the knees of the great goddess. These are they that have shut themselves up in fortresses of Love.
These are the mystics, the Shut Ups of cap. 89 of Liber 333.  They have sought love and eschewed its opposite in their manachean moralism.  Their worship of Paratman and the negation of they themselves (ego-losers) have brought them to the lonely towers of the Abyss.  They have cut themselves off from humanity, yet serve it despite their Wills; but as slaves to their do-gooder vanities.  And in these vanities they find righteousness; self-righteousness, the most arrogant and condescending of vices.

Each plume of the peacock is full of eyes, that are at the same time 4 x 7. And for this is the number 28 reflected down into Netzach; and that 28 is Kaph Cheth (Kach), power. For she is Sakti, the eternal energy of the Concealed One. And it is her eternal energy that hath made this eternal change. And this explaineth the call of the Aethyrs, the curse that was pronounced in the beginning being but the creation of Sakti. And this mystery is reflected in the legend of the Creation, where Adam represents the Concealed One, for Adam is Temurah of MAD, the Enochian word for God, and Eve, whom he created for love, is tempted by the snake, Nechesh, who is Messiah her child. And the snake is the magical power, which hath destroyed the primordial equilibrium.

And the garden is the supernal Eden, where is Ayin, 70, the Eye of the Concealed One, and the creative Lingam; and Daleth, love; and Nun the serpent (Eden = {HEB:Nun-final}{HEB:Dalet}{HEB:Ayin} = 124.). And therefore this constitution was implicitly in the nature of Eden (cf. _Liber__ __L_., I., 29, 30), so that the call of the Aethyrs could not have been any other call than that which it is.

But they that are without understanding have interpreted all this askew, because of the Mystery of the Abyss, for there is no Path from Binah unto Chesed; and therefore the course of the Flaming Sword was no more a current, but a spark. And when the Stooping Dragon raised his head unto Dath in the course of that spark, there was, as it were, an explosion, and his head was blasted. And the ashes thereof were dispersed throughout the whole of the 10th Aethyr. And for this, all knowledge is piecemeal, and it is of no value unless it be co-ordinated by Understanding.

And now the form of the Aethyr is the form of a mighty Eagle of ruddy brass. And the plumes are set alight, and are whirled round and round until the whole heaven is blackness with these flying sparks therein.

Now it is all branching streams of golden fire tipped with scarlet at the edges (These visions seem defects of concentration; or rather, necessary rest for the over-strained seer.).

And now She cometh forth again, riding upon a dolphin. Now again I see those wandering souls, that have sought restricted love, and have not understood that "the word of sin is restriction."

It is very curious; they seem to be looking for one another or for something, all the time, constantly hurrying about. But they knock up against one another and yet will not see one another, or cannot see one another, because they are so shut up in their cloaks.

And a voice sounds: It is most terrible for the one that hath shut himself up and made himself fast against the universe. For they that sit encamped upon the sea in the city of the Pyramids are indeed shut up. But they have given their blood, even to the last drop, to fill the cup of BABALON.

These that thou seest are indeed the Black Brothers, for it is written: "He shall laugh at their calamity and mock them when their fear cometh." And therefore hath he exalted them unto the plane of love.

And yet again it is written: He desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should turn from his wickedness. Now, if one of these were to cast off his cloak he should behold the brilliance of the lady of the Aethyr; but they will not.
The Black Brother in his ascetisism denies the beauty of material manifestation and can only see its ugliness.  BABALON is the material life force; the expression of the divine light in the deepest material darkness.

And yet again there is another cause wherefore He hath permitted them to enter thus far within the frontiers of Eden, so that His thought should never swerve from compassion. But do thou behold the brilliance of Love, that casteth forth seven stars upon thine head from her right hand, and crowneth thee with a crown of seven roses. Behold! She is seated upon the throne of turquoise and lapis lazuli, and she is like a flawless emerald,
and upon the pillars that support the canopy of her throne are sculptured the Ram, and the Sparrow, and the Cat, and a strange fish (All sacred to Her, in virtue of certain of Her qualities.). Behold! How she shineth! Behold! How her glances have kindled all these fires that have blown about the heavens! Yet remember that in every one there goeth forth for a witness the justice of the Most High. Is not Libra the House of Venus? And there goeth forth a sickle that shall reap every flower. Is not Saturn exalted in Libra? Daleth, Lamed, Tau (Daleth, {HEB:Dalet}, is spelt {HEB:Taw}{HEB:Lamed}{HEB:Dalet}.).

And therefore was he a fool who uttered her name in his heart, for the root of evil is the root of breath, and the speech in the silence was a lie.

Thus is it seen from below by them that understand not. But from above he rejoiceth, for the joy of dissolution is ten thousand, and the pang of birth but a little (See AL:I.30).
AL I.30:  "This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all."
Crowley's comment:


This verse is written for men who are still in division, and sore about it; the pain is only in their idea of it.  One should compare this thought with the Freudian psychology, which regards all separation from the 'Mother' as heroic but painful.  But has a hero really no compensations?  Besides, separation is itself a relief, just so soon as the strain becomes irksome, as in parturition.


As to "the joy of dissolution" the reference is to Samadhi, the trance in which Subject and Object become one.  In this orgiastic ecstasy is experienced at first; later, the character of the consciousness changes to continuously calm delight, and later still, the delight deepens in a manner wholly indescribable.  The technical terms used by Oriental Initiates to denote these conditions are untranslatable; in any case, they serve rather to darken counsel.


There is a Qabalistic aphorism concerning the words 'nothing' and 'all'; for this and similar matters see the Appendix.  {NOTE: The Appendix has not yet been recovered}.
And now thou shalt go forth from the Aethyr, for the voice of the Aethyr is hidden and concealed from thee because thou hadst not the key of the door thereof, and thine eyes were not able to bear the splendour of the vision. But thou shalt meditate upon the mysteries thereof, and upon the lady of the Aethyr; and it may be by the wisdom of the Most High that the true voice of the Aethyr, that is continual song, may be heard of thee.

Return therefore instantly unto the earth, and sleep not for a while; but withdraw thyself from this matter. And it shall be enough.

Thus then was I obedient unto the voice, and returned into my body.

W'ain-T-Aissha, Algeria.
December 9, 1909. 8:10-10 p.m.
Now the formula of the mystic is much simpler.  Mathematically, is is 1 – 1 = 0.  He is like a grain of salt cast into the sea; the process of dissolution is obviously easier than the shock of worlds which the magician contemplates.  "Sit down, and feel yourself as dust in the presence of God; nay, as less than dust, as nothing," is the all-sufficient simplicity of his method.  Unfortunately, many people cannot do this.  And when you urge your inability, the mystic is only too likely to shrug his shoulders and be done with you.

Yes, once one violates the applied sanctity of the Mystic's way and fails to recognize its viability for oneself, the Mystic loses respect and either may angrily turn aside, or become condescending towards.  The 1-1=0 formula is the formula of the ego-loser, who seeks to view oneself as infinitessimal ("I am a bug" --The Dalai Lama) and in his or her condescension, pretends that there is no hierarchy of life forms.  For the Mystic, dissolution is desireable and sought after; not so for the Magickian.  For the Magickian, the "shock of worlds" and all the myriad possibilities of manifestation are sacraments and manifestation is seen as the fullest expression of the divine.  It is not to be eschewed, but embraced and adored.
This path is symbolised by the "Fool" of the Tarot, who is alike the Mystic and the Infinite.

But apart from this question, it is by no means certain that the formula is as simple as it seems.  How is the mystic to assure himself that "God" is really "God" and not some demon masquerading in His image?  

How is it that the ego would want to destroy itself or become 'lost'.  The Paratman becomes idolized and anthrompomorphosized, as well as objectified; the Mystic's god has to become everyone's god.  In his or her Bhakti delusion this god becomes the only god, the very description of failure in the Abyss.
We find Gerson sacrificing Huss to his "God"; we find a modern journalist who has done more than dabble in mysticism writing, "This mystic life at its highest is undeniably selfish"; we find another writing like the old lady who ended her criticism of the Universe, "There's only Jock an' me'll be saved; an' I'm no that sure o' Jock"; we find another who at the age of ninety-nine foams at the mouth over an alleged breach of her alleged copyright; we find another so sensitive that the mention of his name by the present writer induces an attack of epileptic mania; if such are really "united with" or "absorbed in" God, what of God?

We are told in Galations that the fruits of the Spirit are peace, love, joy, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperence; and somewhere else, "By their fruits ye shall know them."

Of these evil-doers then we must either think that they are dishonest, and have never attained at all, or that they have united themselves with a devil.

Evil is objectified by the Mystic as it is but the half of the one coin that is their objectified image of God.  Anyone that cannot see what to them is so obvious, must be evil.
Such are "Brethren of the Left Hand Path," described so thoroughly in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, pp. 119 sqq.).2
The Cry of the 3rd Aethyr (The last three Aethyrs are so tremendously sublime that comment is only too likely to mar the effect upon the reader. They must be read as masterpieces of Art, and their full magical import apprehended as such. This remark, indeed applies to the whole series, though not so formidably. The proper way is first to study the book in detail, so as to assimilate perfectly its intellectual content, and then to read it (so to say) ceremonially.), Which is Called ZON (ZON. {Leo}{Libra}{Scorpio} The Sun, the Balance, and the Snake. See text of Aire.)
There is no better way to read a holy book, especially the Holy Books of Thelema; as it is certain (and I can testify from experience) that as one begins to internalize any holy book through memorization and/or constant perusal a corresponding intuitive understanding should begin to grow inside the authenticly inspired Aspirant.  It is in this way that all interpretations of Qabalistic correspondences are brought forth; a sense of sacredness and sublime simplicity as well as beauty should tinge one's approach to the work.

There is an angry light in the stone; now it is become clear.

In the centre is that minute point of light which is the true Sun, and in the circumference is the Emerald Snake. And joining them are the rays
which are the plumes of Maat, and because the distance is infinite, therefore are they parallel from the circumference, although they diverge
from the centre.

In all this is no voice and no motion.

And yet it seems that the great Snake feedeth upon the plumes of Truth as upon itself, so that it contracteth (Cf. the doctrine of the Snake Ananta.). But ever so little as it contracteth, without it gloweth the golden rim, which is that minute point in the centre.

And all this is the sigil of the Aethyr, gold and azure and green.
Yet also these are the Severities.

It is only in the first three Aethyrs that we find the pure essence, for all the other Aethyrs are but as Malkuth to complete these three triads, as hath before been said. And this being the second reflection, therefore is it the palace of two hundred and eighty judgments (The letters of Judgment, those that have a final form, {HEB:Mem} {HEB:Koph}{HEB:Nun} {HEB:Peh}{HEB:Tzaddi}, all add to 280.).

For all these paths ({HEB:Resh}, {HEB:Lamed} and {HEB:Nun} ({Sun}, {Libra} and {Scorpio}), the Sun, the Balance or plumes of Maat, and the Snake. Added they make 280.) are in the course of the Flaming Sword from the side of Severity. And the other two paths are Zayin, which is a sword;
and Shin, which is a tooth. These are then the five severities which are 280.

All this is communicated to the Seer interiorly.

"And the eye of His benignancy is closed. Let it not be opened upon the Aethyr, lest the severities be mitigated, and the house fall. (Note this. If the Seer had seen this vision truly, he should have become a Magus right then. The vision following was really a Guard to the Aethyr.)"
Shall not the house fall, and the Dragon sink? Verily all things have been swallowed up in destruction; and Chaos hath opened his jaws and crushed the Universe as a Bacchanal crusheth a grape between her teeth. Shall not destruction swallow up destruction, and annihilation confound annihilation? Twenty and two are the mansions (Beth, an house.) of the House of my Father, but there cometh an ox (The letter Aleph.) that shall set his forehead against the House, and it shall fall. For all these things are the toys of the Magician (The path of {Mercury}, Beth, which joins and separates Kether and Binah.) and the Maker of Illusions, that barreth the Understanding from the Crown.

O thou that hast beheld the City of the Pyramids, how shouldst thou behold the House of the Juggler (Atu I)? For he is wisdom, and by wisdom hath he made the Worlds, and from that wisdom issue judgements 70 by 4, that are the 4 eyes of the double-headed one; that are the 4 devils, Satan, Lucifer, Leviathan, Belial, that are the great princes of the evil of the world (See the Book of the Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage).

And Satan is worshipped by men under the name of Jesus; and Lucifer is worshipped by men under the name of Brahma; and Leviathan is worshipped by men under the name of Allah; and Belial is worshipped by men under the name of Buddha.

(This is the meaning of the passage in _Liber Legis_, Chap. III.)

Moreover, there is Mary, a blasphemy against BABALON, for she hath shut herself up (She seeks to resist Change, which is Life, she refuses the Formula, "love under will." Yet {GRK:Mu}{GRK:Alpha}{GRK:Rho}{GRK:Iota} {GRK:Epsilon} (Greek) = 156.); and therefore is she the Queen of all those wicked devils that walk upon the earth, those that thou sawest even as little black specks that stained the Heaven of Urania. And all these are the excrement of Choronzon.
One is annihilated in the Abyss; one way or the other (willingly or despite thy will).  It is the place of death that leads to the City of the Pyramids.  For those that die despite their wills, those particles that make up the composite soul are dispersed; digested in the stomach of Choronzon and exreted.  This of course, seen from this side of the Abyss, is but PAN creating the ALL.  These newly assembled particle composites (Souls) have then the opportunity again to congeal the Soul.  If not, they will then be digested in Choronzon.

And for this is BABALON under the power of the Magician, that she hath submitted herself unto the work; and she guardeth the Abyss (She is Binah, ruled by the path of Beth.). And in her is a perfect purity of that which is above; yet she is sent as the Redeemer to them that are below. For there is no other way into the Supernal Mystery but through her, and the Beast on which she rideth; and the Magician is set beyond her to deceive the brothers of blackness, lest they should make unto themselves a crown (Meaning, to construct a true Tree, of which Dath should be the summit. This is in fact the great error of the rationalists --- both in science, like Bchner, and in religion, like Buddha. Knowledge is not, and cannot be, the crown of Consciousness, if only because the Logic beyond the Abyss convicts it of essential self contradiction. Dath, as seen by the Magister Templi, is so far from being the opposite of Ignorance that it is actually a demonstration that the Intellect is incapable of Truth.); for if there were two crowns, then should Ygdrasil, that ancient tree, be cast out into the Abyss, uprooted and cast down into the Outermost Abyss, and the Arcanum which is in the Adytum should be profaned; and the Ark should be touched, and the Lodge spied upon by them that are not masters, and the bread of the Sacrament should be the dung of Choronzon; and the wine of the Sacrament should be the water of Choronzon; and the incense should be dispersion; and the fire upon the Altar should be hate. But lift up thyself; stand, play the man, for behold! there shall be revealed unto thee the Great Terror, the thing of awe that hath no name.

And this is the mystery that I declare unto thee: that from the Crown itself spring the three great delusions; Aleph is madness, and Beth is falsehood, and Gimel is glamour (Aleph is incapacity to apprehend --- the absence of any steady truth. ({HEB:Aleph} = {Air}, the volatile). Beth is the assertion of false relations, even in the illusion of the dyad. ({HEB:Bet} = {Mercury}) And Gimel is the clouding of aspiration by the marsh miasma of desire ({HEB:Gemel} = {Moon}). Such are the evil and averse counterparts of the three highest faculties of the Soul: Aleph, the inspiration of the soul in ecstasy; Beth, the virtue of Truthfulness without care of other issues; and Gimel, the direct link of the human with the divine Consciousness.). And these three be greater than all, for they are beyond the words that I speak unto thee; how much more therefore are they beyond the words that thou transmittest unto men.

Behold! the Veil of the Aethyr sundereth, and is torn, like a sail by the breath of the tempest, and thou shalt see him as from afar off. This is that which is written, "Confound her understanding with darkness," for thou canst not speak this thing (The Seer was being warned all the time that he was seeing only a Guard.).

It is the figure of the Magus of the Taro (Atu I. This is Mayan, the Great Magician, he who has created the Dyad ({HEB:Bet} = 2) and thus made possible the conception of Opposition, and hence of "Evil". He is to be distinguished from Chokma, the creative Mercury who transmits the Essence of Kether as a Logos, that Kether may become intelligible to Himself through Binah. This lower Mercury asserts the Dyad as Reality, and denies alike Kether and the Ain. Hence its issue is in Materialism.); 
The material and the spiritual are two ends of the same coin.  That one should be divided against the other would be utter ruin.  But the manichaean-natured Mystic eschews the material as illusion; a trap that must be overcome that the human being identify only with the spiritual.  Indeed, this is the true and rabit materialist.
and in his right arm the torch of the flames blazing upwards; in his left the cup of poison, a cataract into Hell. And upon his head the evil talisman, blasphemy and blasphemy and blasphemy, in the form of a circle. That is the greatest blasphemy of all (i.e., that the circle should be profaned. The evil circle is of three concentric rings. The circle demands the square (or
Cross) to fulfill it.). On his feet hath he the scythes and swords and sickles; daggers; knives; every sharp thing (Curiously, for his retirement in New Hampshire (An XII) the Seer bought an axe, knife, and a saw for his magical weapons. He had completely forgotten this passage. P.S. ({Sun} in {Leo}, {Moon} in {Cancer}) (An XII) I have just realized (after some days woodcarving) that the use of a knife is to fashion shapeless things into Beauty. This is then the task of a Magus which, in my then Grade, I could not see. Now, O Lord, let me behold the true Vision of the Magus as he is.), --- a millionfold, and all in one. And before him is the Table that is a Table of wickedness, and 42-fold Table. This Table is connected with the 42 Assessors of the Dead, for they are the Accursers, whom the soul must baffle; and with the 42-fold name of God, for this is the Mystery of Iniquity, that there was ever a beginning at all (42 = 2 x 21. 21 = {HEB:Heh}{HEB:Yod}{HEB:Heh}{HEB:Aleph}, God-name of Kether; thus 42 asserts the Dyad as against the Monad, and denies Love. 42 = {HEB:Aleph}{HEB:Mem}{HEB:Aleph}, the Mother unfertilized, the Virgin-on-principle -- the feminine equivalent of the Black Brothers.). And this Magus casteth forth, by the might of his four weapons, veil after veil; a thousand shining colours, ripping and tearing the Aethyr, so that it is like jagged saws, or like broken teeth in the face of a young girl, or like disruption, or madness. There is a horrible grinding sound, maddening. This is the mill in which the Universal Substance, which is ether, was ground down into matter.

The Dyad represents the manichaean principle of good & evil and fails to see the relativistic nature of the two and they're being one beyond the Abyss.
The Seer prayeth that a cloud may come between him and the sun, so that he may shut out the terror of the vision. And he is afire; he is terribly athirst; and no help can come to him, for the shew-stone blazeth ever with the fury and the torment and the blackness, and the stench of human flesh. The bowels of little children are torn out and thrust into his mouth, and a poison is dropped into his eyes. And Lilith ({HEB:Taw}{HEB:Yod}{HEB:Lamed}{HEB:Yod}{HEB:Lamed} = 480 = {HEB:Taw}{HEB:Yod}{HEB:Ayin} = Malkuth, of the 42-fold name in Yetzirah. Also 480 ={HEB:Taw}{HEB:Vau}{HEB:Ayin}{HEB:Dalet}, Dath, in the Plural. Lilith is etymologically "The Woman of Night"; but is diversely described by different authorities. To one she is, "from the head to the navel, a woman --- from the navel to the feet of her, a man". To another, "lovely shape that concealeth a black monkey, even as a figure that draweth with her hands small images of men down into hell" (Liber Ararita: II.10). She is also the "first wife of Adam" i.e. the succubus who visits in their sleep those boys and men who have not previously purified themselves by Right Coitus. The whole world of demons was in fact created (according to Rabbinical tradition) by the nocturnal pollutions of Adam. This is a true
parable. For every sexual act produces its natural effect on all planes. All forms of spiritual experience may be obtained in this manner, according to the Magical Knowledge and Skill of the Operator. And there is always a Child begotten on some plane or other, as the conditions of the experiment decide. (Note. --- A.C. added the following here in his copy of _Eqx_. I, No. 5. "Doris Gomez who came just before Jeanne Foster. It's
a perfect description of her normal nature. Add Laura Brown for the sake of completeness. What about Alostrael?")), a black monkey crawling with filth, running with open sores, an eye torn out, eaten of worms, her teeth rotten, her nose eaten away, her mouth a putrid mass of green slime, her dugs dropping and cancerous, clings to him, kisses him.

(Kill me! kill me!) (The Seer was physically overwhelmed by the horror of this experience. It may seem surprising that such phenomena should occur above the Abyss. But this Lilith is a positive form created by the Magus; whereas, Choronzon is the breaking-up of all coherence. Here also is a mystery of mysteries. Lilith is truly Babalon, as imagined by this energy of Mayan.)

There is a mocking voice: Thou art become immortal. Thou wouldst look upon the face of the Magician and thou hast not beheld him because of his
Magick veils.

(Don't torture me!)

Thus are all they fallen into the power of Lilith, who have dared to look upon his face.

The shew-stone is all black and corrupt. O filth! filth! filth!

And this is her great blasphemy: that she hath taken the name of the First Aethyr (LIL), and bound it on her brow, and added thereunto the
shameless yod and the tau for the sign of the Cross.

She it is that squatteth upon the Crucifix, for the nastiness of her pleasure. So that they that worship Christ suck up her filth upon their tongues, and therefore their breaths stink (For the Christian, obsessed by Mayan, sees Love in this obscene form. It is all a matter of the point-of-view.).

I was saved from that Horror by a black shining Triangle, with apex upwards (This is the Sigil of Binah in one of Her forms. It instantly destroys
the illusion of Lilith, who now appears in her true shape as an avatar; a corporeal image of BABALON, recalling the maiden of the 9th Aethyr.
(Note. --- in A.C.'s _Eqx_. here to the para. beginning "I have seen some picture" he notes in the margin "Hilarion, Jeanne Robert Foster". --- To the para. beginning "then the disk of the sun", he notes "Alice Ethel Coomaraswamy. She has Libra rising and Sol in Scorpio and she is mad about green." --- To the para. beginning "There is another girl", he notes "Helen Westley? --- or Myriam Deroxe.")), that came upon the face of the sun.

BABALON as Lilith taking the material life force (sperm) from "boys and men who have not previously purified themselves by Right Coitus" has obvious allusory attributions to the idea of one pouring one's "blood, even to the last drop, to fill the cup of BABALON."
And now the shew-stone is all clear and beautiful again.

The pure pale gold of a fair maiden's hair, and the green of her girdle, and the deep soft blue of her eyes.

_Note_. --- In this the gold is Kether, the blue is Chokmah, the green is Binah.

Thus she appeareth in the Aethyr, adorned with flowers and gems. It seems that she hath incarnated herself upon earth, and that she will appear
manifest in a certain office in the Temple.

I have seen some picture like her face; I cannot think what picture. It is a piquant face, with smiling eyes and lips; the ears are small and
pink, the complexion is fair, but not transparent; not as fair as one would expect from the hair and eyes. It is rather an impudent face, rather
small, very pretty; the nose very slightly less than straight, well-proportioned, rather large nostrils. Full of vitality, the whole thing.
Now very tall, rather slim and graceful; a good dancer.

There is another girl behind her, with sparkling eyes, mischievous, a smile showing beautiful white teeth; an ideal Spanish girl, but fair. Very
vivacious. Only her head is visible, and now it is veiled by a black sun, casting forth dull rays of black and gold.

Then the disk of the sun is a pair of balances, held steady; and twined about the central pole of the balance is the little green poisonous
snake, with a long forked tongue rapidly darting (It would be improper in this place to comment upon these prophecies. The student may seek enlightenment in "The Urn".).

And the Angel that hath spoken with me before, saith to me: The eye of His benignancy is opened; therefore veileth he thine eyes from the vision.
Manfully hast thou endured; yet, hast thou been man, thou hadst not endured; and hadst thou been wholly that which thou art, thou shouldst have
been caught up in the full vision that is unspeakable for Horror. And thou shouldst have beheld the face of the Magician that thou hast not been able to behold, --- of him from whom issue forth the severities that are upon Malkuth, and his name is Misericordia Dei.

And because he is the dyad, thou mayest yet understand in two ways. Of first way, the Mercy of God is that Mercy which Jehovah showed to the
Amalekites (An XII. Now I understand. It's the fashioning I missed. All my life I have been cutting to destroy. Now I'll cut to create.); and the second way is utterly beyond thine understanding, for it is the upright, and thou knowest nothing but the averse, --- until Wisdom shall inform thine Understanding, and upon the base of the Ultimate triangle arise the smooth point (All this passage is typical of the supernal Logic.).

Veil therefore thine eyes, for that thou canst not master the Aethyr, unless thy Mystery match Its Mystery. Seal up thy mouth also, for thou canst not master the voice of the Aethyr, save only by Silence.

And thou shalt give the sign of the Mother, for BABALON is thy fortress against the iniquity of the Abyss, for the iniquity of that which bindeth her unto the Crown (The path of Beth.), and barreth her from the Crown; for not until thou art made one with CHAOS (The mystery of CHAOS is beyond the comprehension of any but Masters of the Temple. One can only hint that this is at once the Formula of the Feminine Trinity and of the All-Father.) canst thou begin that last, that most terrible projection, the three-fold Regimen which alone constitutes the Great Work.

For Choronzon is as it were the shell or excrement of these three paths, and therefore is his head raised unto Dath, and therefore have the
Black Brotherhood declared him to be the child of Wisdom and Understanding, who is but the bastard of the Svastika. And this is that which is written in the Holy Qabalah, concerning the Whirlpool and Leviathan, and the Great Stone (The student is advised to study these matters in the original
documents.).

Thus long have I talked with thee in bidding thee depart, that the memory of the Aethyr might be dulled; for hadst thou come back suddenly
into thy mortal frame, thou hadst fallen into madness or death. For the vision is not such that any may endure it.

But now thy sense is dull, and the shew-stone but a stone. Therefore awake, and give secretly and apart the sign of the Mother, and call four
times upon the name of CHAOS ({HEB:Samekh}{HEB:Vau}{HEB:Ayin}{HEB:Koph} = 156.), that is the four-fold word that is equal to her seven-fold word. And then shalt thou purify thyself, and return into the World.

So I did that which was commanded me, and returned.

Biskra.
December 17, 1909. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Of these the most characteristic sign is their exclusiveness.  "We are the men."  "Ours is the only Way."  "All Buddhists are wicked," the insanity of spiritual pride.

In today's society, most of these exotericists conform their rhetoric to their PC mentality; thinking they have risen above this sectarian bigotry.  But really, they have merely sublimated their arrogance in a condescending attitude of self-righteousness.
The Magician is not nearly so liable to fall into this fearful mire of pride as the mystic; he is occupied with things outside himself, and can correct his pride.  Indeed, he is constantly being corrected by Nature.  He, the Great One, cannot run a mile in four minutes!  The mystic is solitary and shut up, lacks wholesom combat.  

The Mystic fails to recognize that love and war are two sides of the same coin.  The Mystic has made a false virtue of peace and a false scapegoat of war.  How can the Mystic understand war when the Mystic has not even been able to understand the nature of human interaction?
We are all schoolboys, and the football field is a perfect prophylactic of swelled head.  When the mystic meets an obstacle, he "makes believe" about it.  He says it is "only illusion."  

This is the ego-loser failing to recognize even one's own humility.  Manifestation will remain an illusion for the Mystic, until he or she holds one's hand in the fire. (pun intended)
He has the morphino-maniac’s feeling of bien-être, the delusions of the general paralytic.  

This "bien-etre' is the do-gooder insulating his or her condescension while dishing out pity for those he or she feels is truly inferior; always afraid to meet life head on and find one's superior.
He loses the power of looking any fact in the face; he feeds himself on his own imagination; he persuades himself of his own attainment.  If contradicted on the subject, he is cross and spiteful and cattish.  If I criticise Mr X, he screams, and tries to injure me behind my back; if I say that Madame Y is not exactly St Teresa, she writes a book to prove that she is.

His scientific proofs are wrapped in poetic distraction and his poetry reads like a scientific formula.
Such persons "swollen with wind, and the rank mist they draw, Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread," as Milton wrote of a less dangerous set of spiritual guides.

For their unhappy followers and imitators, no words of pity suffice.  The whole universe is for them but "the glass of their fool’s face"; only, unlike Sir Palamedes, they admire it.  Moral and spiritual Narcissi, they perish in the waters of illusion.  A friend of mine, a solicitor in Naples, has told me strange tales of where such self-adoration ends.

And the subtlety of the devil is shown particularly in the method by which neophytes are caught by the Black Brothers.  There is an exaggerated awe, a solemnity of diction, a vanity of archaic phrases, a false veil of holiness upon the unclean shrine.  Stilted affectation masquerades as dignity; a rag-bag of mediævalism apes profundity; jargon passes for literature; phylacteries increase about the hem of the perfect prig, prude, and Pharisee.

Corollary to this attitude is the lack of all human virtue.  The greatest magician, when he acts in his human capacity, acts as a man should.  In paraticular, he has learnt kind-heartedness and sympathy.  Unselfishness is very often his long suit.  Just this the mystic lacks.  Trying to absorb the lower planes into the higher, he neglects the lower, a mistake no magician could make.
The Nun Gertrude, when it came to her turn to wash up the dishes, used to explain that she was very sorry, but at that particular moment she was being married, with full choral service, to the Saviour.

Hundreds of mystics shut themselves up completely and for ever.  Not only is their wealth-producing capacity lost to society, but so is their love and good-will, and worst of all, so is their example and precept.  Christ, at the height of his career, found time to wash the feet of his disciples; any Master who does not do this on every plane is a Black Brother.  The Hindus honour no man who becomes "Sannyasi" (nearly our "hermit") until he has faithfuly fulfilled all his duties as a man and a citizen.  Celibacy is immoral, and the celibate shirks one of the greatest difficulties of the Path.

Beware of all those who shirk the lower difficulties: it’s a good bet that they shirk the higher difficulties too.

Of the special dangers of the path there is here no space to write; each student finds at each step temptations reflecting his own special weakness.  I have therefore dealt solely with the dangers inseparable from the path itself, dangers inherent in its nature.  Not for one moment would I ask the weakest to turn back or turn aside from that path, but I would ask even the strongest to apply these correctives: first, the sceptical or scientific attitude, both in outlook and method; second, a healthy life, meaning by that what the athlete and the explorer mean; third, hearty human companionship, and devotion to life, work, and duty.

Let him remember that an ounce of honest pride is better than a ton of false humility, although an ounce of true humility is worth an ounce of honest pride; the man who works has no time to bother with either.  And let him remember Christ’s statement of the Law "to love God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself."

Know that thy neighbor is as much a God as you are and only then can you love him as yourself.


Footnotes
1: The Vision and the Voice, 7th Æthyr.
2: ibid, 3rd Æthyr.

Dale's comments appear below in Fuscia font color.  Crowley's original text is in Black. Additional quoted material is in Navy.
THE DANGERS OF MYSTICISM
By Aleister Crowley
Affectionately inscribed to Arthur Edward Waite
This essay from Equinox I,6 must be understood in the context of Crowley's long literary feud with Waite.
A curious idea is being sedulously disseminated, and appears to be gaining ground, that mysticism is the "Safe" Path to the Highest, and magic the dangerous Path to the Lowest.
There are several comments to be made on this assertion.  One may doubt whether anything worth doing at all is free from danger, and one may wonder what danger can threaten the man whose object is his own utter ruin.  One may also smile a little grimly at the integrity of those who try to include all Magic under Black Magic, as is the present trick of the Mystic Militant here on earth.
Now, as one who may claim to a slight acquaintance with the literature of both paths, and to have been honoured by personal exposition from the adepts of both paths, I believe that I may be able to bring them fairly into the balance.
The preceding paragraphs are prefatory; instruction begins in the next.
This is the magical theory, that the first departure from the Infinite must be equilibrated and so corrected. 
In these few words a detailed cosmogony is implied. The core concept is "the Infinite", and we are told that something has "departed" from it. The first question then is, what is this "Infinite"? And secondly, what does it mean to "depart from" the Infinite? The word "infinite" is an adjective, a modifier that requires a nominal subject; the logical response to this statement is, the infinite *what*? What is it that is or was infinite, and what is it that departed from this infinite something? The key is provided in the word "first" - if there was a "first" departure from the Infinite, this implies that previously nothing had departed from it, and the suggestion is therefore that the Infinite had included all that existed. Then, what is meant by a "departure" from this inifite ALL? To depart from infinity must mean to become finite, to divide and distinguish a particular part out of the infinite ALL, to define boundaries. Before this "departure" the infinite ALL was an undifferentiated amalgam; afterward there was an "other" distinguishable from the totality. The magical theory, then, holds that the original pre-departure state of the ALL "must be" restored - that the individuated particularity "must be" re-united with the amalgamated totality. The word "must" implies absolute necessity, the highest priority that takes precedence over all other considerations. 
The word "corrected" suggests that in some sense the "departure" into particularity was an error.  This idea is also reflected in the phrase "the wrong of the beginning" which occurs in the Holy Books, e.g. Liber LXV, c.IV, v.56 and Liber VII, c.IV, v.59 & c.VII, v.42.  This idea that a primordial error must be corrected provides an opportunity for insight into the underlying reality behind certain mythical images that have become the basis of exoteric religious doctrines.
The word "equilibrated" describes the means that must be used for this correction and re-unification.
So the "great magician," Mayan, the maker of Illusion, the Creator, must be met in combat.
So far there have been two characters in the narrative: (1) the Infinite, and (2) that which departed from IT. Now a third character is introduced: "Mayan", the "great magician" (cf. Liber 418, 3rd Aethyr), a.k.a. the Demiurgos - the agency by which something in particular was separated from the ALL. This figure is defined as both "Creator" and "maker of Illusion". To create is to bring something into existence, and illusion is a misapprehension or misperception of reality. The implication of these terms taken together is that the separation or "departure" from the ALL that caused some particular thing to come into existence (or, as we have been saying, to be manifested in space/time) is in some sense unreal or illusory. This sheds some light on the idea that the original "departure" was an error that must be "corrected". The means of correction, called "equilibration" above, is here referred to as "combat" with the Demiurgos - and the implication is that the form this combat must take somehow involves the restoration of an equilibrium that was disturbed by the original departure or separation. 
Then "if Satan be divided against Satan, how shall his kingdom stand?"  Both vanish: the illusion is no more.  Mathematically, 1 + (–1) = 0.  
The formula of equilibration describes the means of combat by which the illusion created by the Demiurgos may be defeated and the pre-existing reality of the infinite ALL restored to its original state. The formula may be re-stated as:
(+N) + (–N) = 0
On one side of the equation are the opposite terms, (+N) [any positive integer, representing anything having existence and distinguishable from all other things] added to (–N) [the precise opposite or negation of the first term]; on the other side of the equation, 0 represents (∞), infinity, the original fully equilibrated totality. 

And this path is symbolised in the Taro under the figure of the Magus, the card numbered 1, the first departure from 0, but referred to Beth, 2, Mercury, the god of Wisdom, Magic and Truth.
From the discussion of Atu I in "The Book of Thoth", p. 72, we find these words: "In philosophical language one might say: Manifestation implies illusion. This doctrine is found in Hindu philosophy, where the aspect of Tahuti of which we are speaking is called Mayan. This doctrine is also found in the central and typical image of the Mahayana school of Buddhism (really identical with the doctrine of Shiva and Shakti)."
And this Magus has the twofold aspect of the Magician himself and also of the "Great Magician" described in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, p. 144).
The reference here is to the 3rd Aethyr (not the 7th as you suggested) - from p. 144 of the original Equinox edition, the 3rd paragraph:  "It is the figure of the Magus of the Taro..." Crowley's footnote to this sentence in his annotated edition reads: "Atu I. This is Mayan, the Great Magician, he who has created the Dyad (Beth = 2) and thus made possible the conception of Opposition, and hence of 'evil'. He is to be distinguished from Chokmah, the creative Mercury who transmits the essence of Kether as a Logos, that Kether may become intelligible to Himself through Binah. This lower Mercury asserts the Dyad as Reality, and denies alike Kether and the Ain. Hence its issue is in Materialism." 
It would be a great error to confuse this "Great Magician" ( = Mayan) with the Hindu conception of Paramatman as you seem to suggest in your notes. That would indeed be blasphemy - a term that relates specifically to the passage from L. 418 that the author has referred to.
Continuing, from the 3rd Aethyr: "It is the figure of the Magus of the Taro; and in his right arm the torch of the flames blazing upwards; in his left the cup of poison, a  cataract into Hell. And upon his head the evil talisman, blasphemy and  blasphemy and blasphemy, in the form of a circle. That is the greatest  blasphemy of all. On his feet hath he the scythes and swords and  sickles; daggers; knives; every sharp thing,— a millionfold, and all in one. And before him is the Table that is a Table of wickedness, the 42-fold Table. This Table is  connected with the 42 Assessors of the Dead, for they are the Accursers,  whom the soul must baffle; and with the 42-fold name of God, for this is  the Mystery of Iniquity, that there was ever a beginning at all." 
Crowley's footnote at this point says:: "42 = 2 X 21. 21 = Aleph Heh Yod Heh, God-name of Kether; thus 42 asserts the Dyad as against the Monad, and denies Love."
Continuing: "And this Magus casteth forth, by the might of his four weapons, veil after veil; a thousand shining colours, ripping and tearing the Aethyr, so that it is like jagged saws, or like broken teeth in the face of a young girl, or like disruption, or madness. There is a horrible grinding sound, maddening. This is the mill in which the Universal Substance, which is ether, was ground down into matter."
Left unclarified in this essay is the exact nature of the "combat" between the "magician himself" who is working this magical path, and the "Great Magician" identified witth Mayan, the Demiurgos - except that it involves "equilibration".
Now the formula of the mystic is much simpler.  Mathematically, it is 1 – 1 = 0.  
What is the mathematical distinction between these two formulae? 
1 + (–1) = 0
and
1 – 1 = 0
The difference is exceedingly subtle. In the first equation the operation is addition, and in the second it is subtraction - but addition of an integer to its equivalent negative is functionally synonymous with subtraction. Thus, the operation described is exactly the same, but the manner in which it is described is subtly different. The methods being described by these formulae - "magical" and "mystical" - are likewise operationally identical except for one subtle aspect. One might say that the magician attempts to equilibrate the universe one element at a time, while the mystic attempts it all at once. 
He is like a grain of salt cast into the sea; the process of dissolution is obviously easier than the shock of worlds which the magician contemplates.  "Sit down, and feel yourself as dust in the presence of God; nay, as less than dust, as nothing," is the all-sufficient simplicity of his method.  
Please note that the method of the mystic is referred to as "all-sufficient". In other words, it works perfectly.
Unfortunately, many people cannot do this. 
The primary drawback to the method of the mystic is that "many people cannot do this". Despite its simplicity, and even though it is "obviously easier" than the path of magical combat with the Demiurgos, it is still too difficult for many people.
And when you urge your inability, the mystic is only too likely to shrug his shoulders and be done with you.
Another way of saying this might be: Some are more capable of success with the mystic approach than others. The same could be said of football or the game of chess.
This path is symbolised by the "Fool" of the Tarot, who is alike the Mystic and the Infinite.
Again from the 3rd Aethyr of Liber 418: "Twenty and two are the mansions of the House of my Father, but there cometh an ox that shall set his forehead against the House, and it shall fall."
But apart from this question, it is by no means certain that the formula is as simple as it seems.  How is the mystic to assure himself that "God" is really "God" and not some demon masquerading in His image?
A means of confirmation of the authenticity of the results of meditation is needed.
We find Gerson sacrificing Huss to his "God";
In this paragraph the author illustrates the deceptions that are possible to those who suppose they are pursuing the path of the mystic. Jean Charlier de Gerson (1363-1429) and John Huss (1369-1415) were theological opponents during the "great schism" of the Roman church, and Huss was executed for heresy by order of the Council of Constance in 1415.
we find a modern journalist who has done more than dabble in mysticism writing, "This mystic life at its highest is undeniably selfish"; 
This is a reference to Waite's "A Book of Mystery and Vision" which Crowley reviewed in Equinox I,3.
we find another writing like the old lady who ended her criticism of the Universe, "There's only Jock an' me'll be saved; an' I'm no that sure o' Jock"; we find another who at the age of ninety-nine foams at the mouth over an alleged breach of her alleged copyright;  we find another so sensitive that the mention of his name by the present writer induces an attack of epileptic mania; if such are really "united with" or "absorbed in" God, what of God?
These references remain obscure, but the point is clear enough. The mystical method is fraught with the danger of deception.
We are told in Galatians (5:19-23) that the fruits of the Spirit are peace, love, joy, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperence; and somewhere else (Matthew 7:16), "By their fruits ye shall know them." (See also John 15:5.)  Of these evil-doers then we must either think that they are dishonest, and have never attained at all, or that they have united themselves with a devil. Such are "Brethren of the Left Hand Path," described so thoroughly in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, pp. 119 sqq.).
This is the reference to the 7th Aethyr - from p. 119 of the original Equinox edition: "These are they that have shut themselves up in fortresses of love."  Please note that it is not all mystics the author is referring to by this citation, but specifically those whose "fruits" or outward manifestations do not reflect genuine spiritual attainment. 
Of these the most characteristic sign is their exclusiveness.  "We are the men."  "Ours is the only Way."  "All Buddhists are wicked," the insanity of spiritual pride.
An antidote to this tendency to exclusiveness may be found in the approach I have referred to as the syncretic/eclectic method of skeptical analysis. 
The Magician is not nearly so liable to fall into this fearful mire of pride as the mystic; he is occupied with things outside himself, and can correct his pride.  Indeed, he is constantly being corrected by Nature. 
"Being corrected by nature" suggests experiencing karmic effects resulting from one's actions - sometimes referred to as "the school of hard knocks".
He, the Great One, cannot run a mile in four minutes!  The mystic is solitary and shut up, lacks wholesom combat.  We are all schoolboys, and the football field is a perfect prophylactic of swelled head.  When the mystic meets an obstacle, he "makes believe" about it.  He says it is "only illusion."  He has the morphino-maniac’s feeling of bien-être, the delusions of the general paralytic.  He loses the power of looking any fact in the face; he feeds himself on his own imagination; he persuades himself of his own attainment.  If contradicted on the subject, he is cross and spiteful and cattish.  If I criticise Mr X, he screams, and tries to injure me behind my back; if I say that Madame Y is not exactly St Teresa, she writes a book to prove that she is. Such persons "swollen with wind, and the rank mist they draw, Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread," as Milton wrote of a less dangerous set of spiritual guides. For their unhappy followers and imitators, no words of pity suffice.  The whole universe is for them but "the glass of their fool’s face"; only, unlike Sir Palamedes, they admire it.  Moral and spiritual Narcissi, they perish in the waters of illusion.  A friend of mine, a solicitor in Naples, has told me strange tales of where such self-adoration ends. And the subtlety of the devil is shown particularly in the method by which neophytes are caught by the Black Brothers.  There is an exaggerated awe, a solemnity of diction, a vanity of archaic phrases, a false veil of holiness upon the unclean shrine.  Stilted affectation masquerades as dignity; a rag-bag of mediævalism apes profundity; jargon passes for literature; phylacteries increase about the hem of the perfect prig, prude, and Pharisee.
The symptoms of the errors mystics are prone to fall into are described. Much of this vitriolic text involves Crowley's rivalry with Waite which was evidently a primary focus of the article.
Corollary to this attitude is the lack of all human virtue.  The greatest magician, when he acts in his human capacity, acts as a man should.  In paraticular, he has learnt kind-heartedness and sympathy.  Unselfishness is very often his long suit.  Just this the mystic lacks.  Trying to absorb the lower planes into the higher, he neglects the lower, a mistake no magician could make. 
These "human virtues" are the "fruits of the spirit" alluded to above. Whether the "magical" or "mystical" approach produces more "virtue" is an open question - certainly many who profess the former have been known to display less than exemplary traits.
The Nun Gertrude, when it came to her turn to wash up the dishes, used to explain that she was very sorry, but at that particular moment she was being married, with full choral service, to the Saviour. Hundreds of mystics shut themselves up completely and for ever.  Not only is their wealth-producing capacity lost to society, but so is their love and good-will, and worst of all, so is their example and precept. 
It's a good thing there are no "magicians" who are hesitant to take their turn washing the dishes. But the author's point is valid; there is a trade-off for those who choose to pursue mystical attainment as a full-time profession; a renunciation of other activities may be required. This may involve withdrawal from society for some. 
Christ, at the height of his career, found time to wash the feet of his disciples; any Master who does not do this on every plane is a Black Brother.  
This is a very interesting statement. Note the phrase "on every plane". 
The Hindus honour no man who becomes "Sannyasi" (nearly our "hermit") until he has faithfuly fulfilled all his duties as a man and a citizen.  
There is a tradition in Hinduism that one should be a householder (girhasta) first, marrying and raising a family, and then adopt the life of a reninciate (sanyasi) in later years. 
Celibacy is immoral, and the celibate shirks one of the greatest difficulties of the Path.
An excellent point. Each of us is an individual, however, and what is right for one might be wrong for another.
Beware of all those who shirk the lower difficulties: it’s a good bet that they shirk the higher difficulties too.
As Donovan Leitch phrased it, "You've got to pick up every stitch...". This also reflects Castaneda's teaching on the impeccable warrior.
Of the special dangers of the path there is here no space to write; each student finds at each step temptations reflecting his own special weakness.  I have therefore dealt solely with the dangers inseparable from the path itself, dangers inherent in its nature.  Not for one moment would I ask the weakest to turn back or turn aside from that path, but I would ask even the strongest to apply these correctives: first, the sceptical or scientific attitude, both in outlook and method; second, a healthy life, meaning by that what the athlete and the explorer mean; third, hearty human companionship, and devotion to life, work, and duty.
Excellent advice that I heartily endorse.
Let him remember that an ounce of honest pride is better than a ton of false humility, although an ounce of true humility is worth an ounce of honest pride; the man who works has no time to bother with either.  And let him remember Christ’s statement of the Law "to love God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself."
So mote it be....
Dale

Hi Dale,
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Dale's comments appear below in Fuscia font color.  Crowley's original text is in Black. Additional quoted material is in Navy.
I'll add my commentary in Blue.
THE DANGERS OF MYSTICISM
By Aleister Crowley
Affectionately inscribed to Arthur Edward Waite
This essay from Equinox I,6 must be understood in the context of Crowley's long literary feud with Waite.
 

Why?  Is this article simply one of Crowley's several slams against Waite?  No.  As I said in my original commentary:
In its splintering, the original Order of the Golden Dawn had produced several groups turned the group more deeply into a mystical Christianity.  All the bickering the brought on the splintering was brought to a height when Crowley was given an inner order initiation by Mathers and a host of self-righteous members rebuked Mathers for accepting a bi-sexual man amongst their rank.  The work of the lodge itself had devolved into mere pageantry with a group politic that had members buying Grades for prestige.  A.E. Waite was one of the leaders in this revolt; seen by Crowley as the most pompous of the lot, with the possible exception of W.B. Yeats.
A curious idea is being sedulously disseminated, and appears to be gaining ground, that mysticism is the "Safe" Path to the Highest, and magic the dangerous Path to the Lowest.
There are several comments to be made on this assertion.  One may doubt whether anything worth doing at all is free from danger, and one may wonder what danger can threaten the man whose object is his own utter ruin.  One may also smile a little grimly at the integrity of those who try to include all Magic under Black Magic, as is the present trick of the Mystic Militant here on earth.
Now, as one who may claim to a slight acquaintance with the literature of both paths, and to have been honoured by personal exposition from the adepts of both paths, I believe that I may be able to bring them fairly into the balance.
The preceding paragraphs are prefatory; instruction begins in the next.
Is this merely "prefatory"?  I think not, there is an important point being made here.  Many who take the path of Magick, end up completely insane.  The dangers of this path are potent and really should've have been brought out here.  Per my original comment to this:
First off, there is no safe path.  One of the reasons why the Western Mystery Tradition has been so secretive is that its teachings and techniques are not fullproof.  The danger of failing can be worse than not having tried to begin with.  So the 'safe' path is exoteric religion; but of course, there, you'll also find certain failure in attainment.  So is this really safe?  That is, assuming there is some vital need for attainment.  And if there isn't, what value beyond vanity can attainment have?
This is the magical theory, that the first departure from the Infinite must be equilibrated and so corrected. 
In these few words a detailed cosmogony is implied. The core concept is "the Infinite", and we are told that something has "departed" from it. The first question then is, what is this "Infinite"? And secondly, what does it mean to "depart from" the Infinite? The word "infinite" is an adjective, a modifier that requires a nominal subject; the logical response to this statement is, the infinite *what*?
The partial phrase: "the infinite" with its noun marker, clearly shows the word being used here, as a noun (see the red-hilighted part of the definition below).
in·fi·nite–adjective 
	1.
	immeasurably great: an infinite capacity for forgiveness. 


	2.
	indefinitely or exceedingly great: infinite sums of money. 


	3.
	unlimited or unmeasurable in extent of space, duration of time, etc.: the infinite nature of outer space. 


	4.
	unbounded or unlimited; boundless; endless: God's infinite mercy. 


	5.
	Mathematics. 
a.
not finite. 
b.
(of a set) having elements that can be put into one-to-one correspondence with a subset that is not the given set. 



–noun 
	6.
	something that is infinite. 


	7.
	Mathematics. an infinite quantity or magnitude. 


	8.
	the boundless regions of space. 


	9.
	the Infinite or the Infinite Being, God.


What is it that is or was infinite, and what is it that departed from this infinite something? 
There is no reference to an infinite something...the infinite is the noun.  It is not the infinite something...you are not interpreting here, you're leading away from meaning.
The key is provided in the word "first" - if there was a "first" departure from the Infinite, this implies that previously nothing had departed from it, and the suggestion is therefore that the Infinite had included all that existed. Then, what is meant by a "departure" from this inifite ALL? To depart from infinity must mean to become finite, to divide and distinguish a particular part out of the infinite ALL, to define boundaries. Before this "departure" the infinite ALL was an undifferentiated amalgam; afterward there was an "other" distinguishable from the totality. The magical theory, then, holds that the original pre-departure state of the ALL "must be" restored - that the individuated particularity "must be" re-united with the amalgamated totality. The word "must" implies absolute necessity, the highest priority that takes precedence over all other considerations. 
No, the sentence reads, "must be equilibrated" and not 'must be restored; two entirely different concepts.  The equilibration inherently implies a duality that then must be established in order for their to be a balance and a manifestation that can maintain itself outside the infinite.
The word "corrected" suggests that in some sense the "departure" into particularity was an error.  This idea is also reflected in the phrase "the wrong of the beginning" which occurs in the Holy Books, e.g. Liber LXV, c.IV, v.56 and Liber VII, c.IV, v.59 & c.VII, v.42.  This idea that a primordial error must be corrected provides an opportunity for insight into the underlying reality behind certain mythical images that have become the basis of exoteric religious doctrines.
No, the correction refers to the establishment of equilibration (balance).  The "wrong of the beginning" is the movement from perfection, which is NOT.  It is the 'shame of Khem' in Liber LXV.  NOThing is perfect; ALL else is imperfect.  We are not seeking to return to godhead; but to maintain manifestation, which in its duality, requires a fine attuning of that equilibration; known to the Adept of 'asar un nefer' (myself made perfect).
The word "equilibrated" describes the means that must be used for this correction and re-unification.
How can that possibly be so?  cf. the definition of the word:
e·quil·i·brate–verb (used with object) 
	1.
	to balance equally; keep in equipoise or equilibrium. 


	2.
	to be in equilibrium with; counterpoise. 


–verb (used without object) 
	3.
	to be in equilibrium; balance.


So the "great magician," Mayan, the maker of Illusion, the Creator, must be met in combat.
So far there have been two characters in the narrative: (1) the Infinite, and (2) that which departed from IT. Now a third character is introduced: "Mayan", the "great magician" (cf. Liber 418, 3rd Aethyr), a.k.a. the Demiurgos - the agency by which something in particular was separated from the ALL. This figure is defined as both "Creator" and "maker of Illusion". 
The symbolism in all this must be much deeper than you have found.  How if nothing has yet departed from infinity (the ALL), can there be already a pre-existing agent or demiurge to bring that first something from IT?
To create is to bring something into existence, and illusion is a misapprehension or misperception of reality. The implication of these terms taken together is that the separation or "departure" from the ALL that caused some particular thing to come into existence (or, as we have been saying, to be manifested in space/time) is in some sense unreal or illusory. 
I don't follow this at all.  If we take the idea that the manifested Universe has always existed in its fully manifested totality, then this idea that there once was nothing and the first thing that departed from IT has nothing to do with a (Big Bang) time when creation first occurred; but more describes the hierarchical nature of this manifestation within a mythos that utilizes a time-oriented sequence to tell its story.  The "illusion" is the explanation given that covers up the misunderstanding of the mythos.
This sheds some light on the idea that the original "departure" was an error that must be "corrected". The means of correction, called "equilibration" above, is here referred to as "combat" with the Demiurgos - and the implication is that the form this combat must take somehow involves the restoration of an equilibrium that was disturbed by the original departure or separation. 
The 'original departure' is Kether in the Qabalah.  The equilibration is Chokmah and Binah; taking us from one-dimensional reality (the original departure from zero-dimensional reality) to two-dimensional reality and the duality that is the nature of this manifested Universe.  The Abyss then denotes the point where finally the Universe is converted from its dual nature to a tertiary manifestation.  This indeed is a reflection of the tertiary (one-dimension + two-dimension) nature of the Supernals.  The equilibration is not a return to zero, but a movement forward to the crystallized and permanent (eternal, without end) manifestation.
Then "if Satan be divided against Satan, how shall his kingdom stand?"  Both vanish: the illusion is no more.  Mathematically, 1 + (–1) = 0.  
The formula of equilibration describes the means of combat by which the illusion created by the Demiurgos may be defeated and the pre-existing reality of the infinite ALL restored to its original state. The formula may be re-stated as:
(+N) + (–N) = 0
We need to go back to unmanifested existence?!  The error was in non-manifested existence to become existent?!  The unmanifest (IT) becoming existent is an illusion?!  Yes, this is the ego-loser philosophy perfectly expressed.  Per my original comment:
The 1-1=0 formula is the formula of the ego-loser, who seeks to view oneself as infinitessimal ("I am a bug" --The Dalai Lama) and in his or her condescension, pretends that there is no hierarchy of life forms.  For the Mystic, dissolution is desireable and sought after; not so for the Magickian.  For the Magickian, the "shock of worlds" and all the myriad possibilities of manifestation are sacraments and manifestation is seen as the fullest expression of the divine.  It is not to be eschewed, but embraced and adored.
On one side of the equation are the opposite terms, (+N) [any positive integer, representing anything having existence and distinguishable from all other things] added to (–N) [the precise opposite or negation of the first term]; on the other side of the equation, 0 represents (∞), infinity, the original fully equilibrated totality. 
I don't see that Crowley is using the numeral 1 as a variable; your conversion of 1 into a variable is stepping away from the meaning of what has been written and what Crowley was trying to say.  It is the numeral 1 that is to be used; referring to that original departure from the infinite.  And it is not to say, as Crowley clearly wrote, that some may prefer this dissolution.  Indeed, for some, there is no interest in evolution.  So as per the Gnostic Mass, one may Will one's dissolution into the infinite.  The reason why I append the ego-loser connotation is that on a socio-political level, the mentality of the ego-loser is offen arrogant and self-righteous (present company excluded of course; you're a rare bird to be both a subscriber to the ego-loser philosophy and yet you have shown a reasonable level of respect in our dialogue...ego-losers are often quick to call me and others like me, evil). 
And this path is symbolised in the Taro under the figure of the Magus, the card numbered 1, the first departure from 0, but referred to Beth, 2, Mercury, the god of Wisdom, Magic and Truth.
From the discussion of Atu I in "The Book of Thoth", p. 72, we find these words: "In philosophical language one might say: Manifestation implies illusion. This doctrine is found in Hindu philosophy, where the aspect of Tahuti of which we are speaking is called Mayan. This doctrine is also found in the central and typical image of the Mahayana school of Buddhism (really identical with the doctrine of Shiva and Shakti)."
Taking this out of context is obscurant at best.  Let's take a look at what else is said in The Book of Thoth:
He is spirit and matter; he is peace and power; in him is Chaos and Night and Pan; and upon BABALON his concubine, that hath made him drunk upon the blood of the saints that she hath gathered in her golden cup, hath he begotten the virgin that now he doth deflower. And this is that which is written: Malkuth shall be uplifted and set upon the throne of Binah. 
Also...
The following excerpt from Liber Aleph, the Book of Wisdom or Folly, may also help to elucidate the meaning of this card. 
“Tahuti, or Thoth, confirmed the Word of Dionysus by continuing it; for He shewed how by the Mind it was possible to direct the Operations of the Will. By Criticism and by recorded Memory Man avoideth Error, and the Repetition of Error. But the true Word of Tahuti was A M O U N, whereby He made Men to understand their secret Nature, that is, their unity with their True Selves, or, as they then phrased it, with God. And he discovered unto them the Way of this Attainment, and its relation with the Formula of INRI. Also by his Mystery of Number he made plain the Path for His Successor to declare the Nature of the whole Universe in its Form and in its Structure, as it were an Analysis thereof, doing for Matter what the Buddha was decreed to do for Mind.” 
"Spirit and matter" readily implies their equivalence, which means to me that the idea of 'illusion' is not to be taken literally or denotatively.  Rather its connotation refers more to the idea of ignorance; consistent with the philosophy of the Supramental Yoga of the Mother and Sri Aurobindo.  The maya is not the actual nature of the Universe, but our limited apprehension of this Universe.  Per the Supramentalists, when 'the life of the cells' are brought to full consciousness, one can then fully apprehend materiality and they further claim, accidents and injury become impossibilities; implying a certain command over one's physical structure.  This is also a part of the congelation.
Tahuti is then said to have done "for matter what the Buddha has been decreed to do for the mind."  Indeed, Tahuti is the god of truth and illusion; connected with the Trickster archetype, which should tell us to not make such a delimited and simplified doctrine (the ego-loser doctrine) of the maya (as certain sects of Hinduism have done).  We cannot take this literally at all, but must recognize the very subtle nature of this idea.  And I don't know that the idea in its subtle nature is even comprehensible for anyone who has not championed the Abyss.  So for us to make this over-simplified doctrine that all is illusion and the only truth is in annihilation; absorption in the infinite, and that all manifestation is but a deceit is a gross error that with the upholding of such a doctrine, one cannot see the worlds of possibilities and the 'Great Work' of human evolution.  Indeed, work is labor and the effect of desire, which the Buddha and the ego-loser schools should be eschewed.
And this Magus has the twofold aspect of the Magician himself and also of the "Great Magician" described in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, p. 144).
The reference here is to the 3rd Aethyr (not the 7th as you suggested) - from p. 144 of the original Equinox edition, the 3rd paragraph:  
You are correct; my mistake...I should have consulted pg. 144 of No. V rather than trust the footnote at the bottom of the text that said this was No. 7; so I'll have to re-write my commentary.  As a matter of fact, upon checking, I found that both aethyr references were reversed in the footnotes; so much for the Califate (they originally typed the online version) claim that they have to enforce the copyrights as too many mistakes are made by others and they need to insure accuracy in the transmission of these documents!
"It is the figure of the Magus of the Taro..." Crowley's footnote to this sentence in his annotated edition reads: "Atu I. This is Mayan, the Great Magician, he who has created the Dyad (Beth = 2) and thus made possible the conception of Opposition, and hence of 'evil'. He is to be distinguished from Chokmah, the creative Mercury who transmits the essence of Kether as a Logos, that Kether may become intelligible to Himself through Binah. This lower Mercury asserts the Dyad as Reality, and denies alike Kether and the Ain. Hence its issue is in Materialism." 
It would be a great error to confuse this "Great Magician" ( = Mayan) with the Hindu conception of Paramatman as you seem to suggest in your notes. That would indeed be blasphemy - a term that relates specifically to the passage from L. 418 that the author has referred to.
I agree, the 'Great Magician" is a metaphor for each of us, creating our own delusionary worlds wherein we do not see the divinity in ourselves.  This demiurge is for each of us, ourselves.  We are not trapped in our bodies and at any time, we can click our heels three times and say "there's no place like home"...another metaphor.  I don't want this to be confused with the idea of returning to godhead and escaping this world.
Continuing, from the 3rd Aethyr: "It is the figure of the Magus of the Taro; and in his right arm the torch of the flames blazing upwards; in his left the cup of poison, a  cataract into Hell. And upon his head the evil talisman, blasphemy and  blasphemy and blasphemy, in the form of a circle. That is the greatest  blasphemy of all. On his feet hath he the scythes and swords and  sickles; daggers; knives; every sharp thing,— a millionfold, and all in one. And before him is the Table that is a Table of wickedness, the 42-fold Table. This Table is  connected with the 42 Assessors of the Dead, for they are the Accursers,  whom the soul must baffle; and with the 42-fold name of God, for this is  the Mystery of Iniquity, that there was ever a beginning at all." 
Crowley's footnote at this point says:: "42 = 2 X 21. 21 = Aleph Heh Yod Heh, God-name of Kether; thus 42 asserts the Dyad as against the Monad, and denies Love."
Continuing: "And this Magus casteth forth, by the might of his four weapons, veil after veil; a thousand shining colours, ripping and tearing the Aethyr, so that it is like jagged saws, or like broken teeth in the face of a young girl, or like disruption, or madness. There is a horrible grinding sound, maddening. This is the mill in which the Universal Substance, which is ether, was ground down into matter."
Left unclarified in this essay is the exact nature of the "combat" between the "magician himself" who is working this magical path, and the "Great Magician" identified witth Mayan, the Demiurgos - except that it involves "equilibration".
I don't see this...you're saying that the Mage fights the Great Mage and this involves equilibration?
Now the formula of the mystic is much simpler.  Mathematically, it is 1 – 1 = 0.  
What is the mathematical distinction between these two formulae? 
1 + (–1) = 0
and
1 – 1 = 0
The difference is exceedingly subtle. In the first equation the operation is addition, and in the second it is subtraction - but addition of an integer to its equivalent negative is functionally synonymous with subtraction. Thus, the operation described is exactly the same, but the manner in which it is described is subtly different. The methods being described by these formulae - "magical" and "mystical" - are likewise operationally identical except for one subtle aspect. One might say that the magician attempts to equilibrate the universe one element at a time, while the mystic attempts it all at once. 
The equation that involves subtraction is the equation of the ego-loser seeking to lose him or herself to gain dissolution into the infinite.  The second is the equation of the law of attraction; the two ends of the magnetic pole coming together to create a strong structure.  This is seeing manifested life as the sacrament of the divine.  It opens the door to the "sea of possibilities" (to quote my personal goddess and savior <smirk> Patti Smith).  "Spare the child and spoil the rod; I have not sold myself to god."
He is like a grain of salt cast into the sea; the process of dissolution is obviously easier than the shock of worlds which the magician contemplates.  "Sit down, and feel yourself as dust in the presence of God; nay, as less than dust, as nothing," is the all-sufficient simplicity of his method.  
Please note that the method of the mystic is referred to as "all-sufficient". In other words, it works perfectly.
Yes, it works; the ego-loser path is valid.  For those who naturally eschew this world and life in general, the Buddha's instructions are 100% perfect.  For those who see this world as a stepping stone to a greater set of worlds and possibities, the adding equation will do much better.  And really, one must make a choice.  The problem is the ego-loser mentality is what has infected all the exoteric religions and they have become masochistic and enslaving in nature.  They feed today, upon ignorance and superstition; destroying even educated minds.
Unfortunately, many people cannot do this. 
The primary drawback to the method of the mystic is that "many people cannot do this". Despite its simplicity, and even though it is "obviously easier" than the path of magical combat with the Demiurgos, it is still too difficult for many people.
No.  Many people cannot choose the ascetic life of self-denial and abstinence from worldly cares.  There are those few who prefer their solitude and want to remain 'shut-up' (cf. chapter 89; Liber 333)from the world.  They are those who: 'drop out' from life and simply tune into themselves and lose the interconnectivity that is the field of love.  This gets hyped up into being some sort of high virtue that attempts to leave everyone else feeling that they have not virtue for their wordly cares.
But the artist and athlete knows this to be arrogant and misleading.  There is great virtue in reaching for the world and grabbing life with both hands.  The passions lead to the thrill of victory, the agony of defeat and the great works of art and science.  The ascetic cowers from life and hides in ignomy; there is no virtue there.  He or she is just waiting to die to ferment the final death of the ego; having died a thousand times before.
And when you urge your inability, the mystic is only too likely to shrug his shoulders and be done with you.
Another way of saying this might be: Some are more capable of success with the mystic approach than others. The same could be said of football or the game of chess.
No.  This is the self-righteous arrogance of the mystic.  The football or chess player would seek to engage you in the game.  And if you're not up to speed, might even assist you in becoming a better player.
This path is symbolised by the "Fool" of the Tarot, who is alike the Mystic and the Infinite.
Again from the 3rd Aethyr of Liber 418: "Twenty and two are the mansions of the House of my Father, but there cometh an ox that shall set his forehead against the House, and it shall fall."
But apart from this question, it is by no means certain that the formula is as simple as it seems.  How is the mystic to assure himself that "God" is really "God" and not some demon masquerading in His image?
A means of confirmation of the authenticity of the results of meditation is needed.
But even still, all you've found is Paratman...God is NOT.
We find Gerson sacrificing Huss to his "God";
In this paragraph the author illustrates the deceptions that are possible to those who suppose they are pursuing the path of the mystic. Jean Charlier de Gerson (1363-1429) and John Huss (1369-1415) were theological opponents during the "great schism" of the Roman church, and Huss was executed for heresy by order of the Council of Constance in 1415.
Yes, as is human nature and one of the chief dangers of mysticism, they mistake their own individual suns for the Sun that lords over the sky...to quote myself from my prior message to you.  And it seems to me that most mytics do this as its the natural tendency of the art; they mistake Paratman for the "one God" in their monotheistic and Manichaean reflex.
we find a modern journalist who has done more than dabble in mysticism writing, "This mystic life at its highest is undeniably selfish"; 
This is a reference to Waite's "A Book of Mystery and Vision" which Crowley reviewed in Equinox I,3.
Yes, and Crowley quite eloquently reveals the very nature of the superstitious thinking process of the mystic; the inherent cognitive dissonance that allows for contradictory thinking processes...as it's all rather solipsistic.
we find another writing like the old lady who ended her criticism of the Universe, "There's only Jock an' me'll be saved; an' I'm no that sure o' Jock"; we find another who at the age of ninety-nine foams at the mouth over an alleged breach of her alleged copyright;  we find another so sensitive that the mention of his name by the present writer induces an attack of epileptic mania; if such are really "united with" or "absorbed in" God, what of God?
These references remain obscure, but the point is clear enough. The mystical method is fraught with the danger of deception.
And I'll say on the other hand, that mysticism is still a necessary component of Magick.
We are told in Galatians (5:19-23) that the fruits of the Spirit are peace, love, joy, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperence; and somewhere else (Matthew 7:16), "By their fruits ye shall know them." (See also John 15:5.)  Of these evil-doers then we must either think that they are dishonest, and have never attained at all, or that they have united themselves with a devil. Such are "Brethren of the Left Hand Path," described so thoroughly in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, pp. 119 sqq.).
This is the reference to the 7th Aethyr - from p. 119 of the original Equinox edition: "These are they that have shut themselves up in fortresses of love."  Please note that it is not all mystics the author is referring to by this citation, but specifically those whose "fruits" or outward manifestations do not reflect genuine spiritual attainment. 
This is too simplistic; they have shut themselves off from the world as Crowley eloquently relates.  There are those Adepts that Liber LXV quite appropriately shows, who shroud their light with the darkness, but are not cut off from the world; the world is the darkness they shroud themselves with, and why he may be called a "materialist"...indeed he or she loves and honors the world as his or her teacher.
LXV:I.18. So also the light that is absorbed. One absorbs little, and is called white and glistening; one absorbs all and is called black.
LXV:I.19. Therefore, O my darling, art thou black. 
LXV:I.20. O my beautiful, I have likened thee to a jet Nubian slave, a boy of melancholy eyes. 
LXV:I.21. O the filthy one! the dog! they cry against thee. Because thou art my beloved.
Of these the most characteristic sign is their exclusiveness.  "We are the men."  "Ours is the only Way."  "All Buddhists are wicked," the insanity of spiritual pride.
An antidote to this tendency to exclusiveness may be found in the approach I have referred to as the syncretic/eclectic method of skeptical analysis. 
Something no mystical guru will allow in his chelas.
The Magician is not nearly so liable to fall into this fearful mire of pride as the mystic; he is occupied with things outside himself, and can correct his pride.  Indeed, he is constantly being corrected by Nature. 
"Being corrected by nature" suggests experiencing karmic effects resulting from one's actions - sometimes referred to as "the school of hard knocks".
He, the Great One, cannot run a mile in four minutes!  The mystic is solitary and shut up, lacks wholesom combat.  We are all schoolboys, and the football field is a perfect prophylactic of swelled head.  When the mystic meets an obstacle, he "makes believe" about it.  He says it is "only illusion."  He has the morphino-maniac’s feeling of bien-être, the delusions of the general paralytic.  He loses the power of looking any fact in the face; he feeds himself on his own imagination; he persuades himself of his own attainment.  If contradicted on the subject, he is cross and spiteful and cattish.  If I criticise Mr X, he screams, and tries to injure me behind my back; if I say that Madame Y is not exactly St Teresa, she writes a book to prove that she is. Such persons "swollen with wind, and the rank mist they draw, Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread," as Milton wrote of a less dangerous set of spiritual guides. For their unhappy followers and imitators, no words of pity suffice.  The whole universe is for them but "the glass of their fool’s face"; only, unlike Sir Palamedes, they admire it.  Moral and spiritual Narcissi, they perish in the waters of illusion.  A friend of mine, a solicitor in Naples, has told me strange tales of where such self-adoration ends. And the subtlety of the devil is shown particularly in the method by which neophytes are caught by the Black Brothers.  There is an exaggerated awe, a solemnity of diction, a vanity of archaic phrases, a false veil of holiness upon the unclean shrine.  Stilted affectation masquerades as dignity; a rag-bag of mediævalism apes profundity; jargon passes for literature; phylacteries increase about the hem of the perfect prig, prude, and Pharisee.
The symptoms of the errors mystics are prone to fall into are described. Much of this vitriolic text involves Crowley's rivalry with Waite which was evidently a primary focus of the article.
To reduce this to being simply Crowley's disguised ranting against Waite is a mistake.  Crowley is taking what he's learned from Waite and others (his connections with many mystics and mages are many) and writing an articulate and generalized conclusion based on what he has learned.
Corollary to this attitude is the lack of all human virtue.  The greatest magician, when he acts in his human capacity, acts as a man should.  In paraticular, he has learnt kind-heartedness and sympathy.  Unselfishness is very often his long suit.  Just this the mystic lacks.  Trying to absorb the lower planes into the higher, he neglects the lower, a mistake no magician could make. 
These "human virtues" are the "fruits of the spirit" alluded to above. Whether the "magical" or "mystical" approach produces more "virtue" is an open question - certainly many who profess the former have been known to display less than exemplary traits.
And we can say exactly the same for those who profess the latter.  There are idiots in every profession.
The Nun Gertrude, when it came to her turn to wash up the dishes, used to explain that she was very sorry, but at that particular moment she was being married, with full choral service, to the Saviour. Hundreds of mystics shut themselves up completely and for ever.  Not only is their wealth-producing capacity lost to society, but so is their love and good-will, and worst of all, so is their example and precept. 
It's a good thing there are no "magicians" who are hesitant to take their turn washing the dishes. But the author's point is valid; there is a trade-off for those who choose to pursue mystical attainment as a full-time profession; a renunciation of other activities may be required. This may involve withdrawal from society for some. 
The point really is that if you can't live in this world and master this plane; understanding its ways, how can you possibly expect to master the higher planes?
Christ, at the height of his career, found time to wash the feet of his disciples; any Master who does not do this on every plane is a Black Brother.  
This is a very interesting statement. Note the phrase "on every plane". 
There is a difference between servitude (slavery) and servantry (love under will).
The Hindus honour no man who becomes "Sannyasi" (nearly our "hermit") until he has faithfuly fulfilled all his duties as a man and a citizen.  
There is a tradition in Hinduism that one should be a householder (girhasta) first, marrying and raising a family, and then adopt the life of a reninciate (sanyasi) in later years. 
Celibacy is immoral, and the celibate shirks one of the greatest difficulties of the Path.
An excellent point. Each of us is an individual, however, and what is right for one might be wrong for another.
Rather, Crowley is saying that those who shut themselves up from the world, shirk from the greatest difficulty; dealing with others, which requires interconnectivity.  Even on Crowley's 'Magickal Retirements', he would often hold up in a hotel and go downstairs to the cafe for his meals and meet with friends.
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THE DANGERS OF MYSTICISM

By Aleister Crowley
Affectionately inscribed to Arthur Edward Waite

In its splintering, the original Order of the Golden Dawn had produced several groups turned the group more deeply into a mystical Christianity.  All the bickering the brought on the splintering was brought to a height when Crowley was given an inner order initiation by Mathers and a host of self-righteous members rebuked Mathers for accepting a bi-sexual man amongst their rank.  The work of the lodge itself had devolved into mere pageantry with a group politic that had members buying Grades for prestige.  A.E. Waite was one of the leaders in this revolt; seen by Crowley as the most pompous of the lot, with the possible exception of W.B. Yeats.
A CURIOUS IDEA is being sedulously disseminated, and appears to be gaining ground, that mysticism is the "Safe" Path to the Highest, and magic the dangerous Path to the Lowest.

There is an important point being made here;  Many who take the path of Magick, end up completely insane as many others who take the path start out that way.  The dangers of this path are potent and really should've have been brought out here.  But more importantly, there really is no safe path.  One of the reasons why the Western Mystery Tradition has been so secretive is that its teachings and techniques are not fullproof.  The danger of failing can be worse than not having tried to begin with.  So the 'safe' path is exoteric religion; but of course, there, you'll also find certain failure in attainment.  So is this really safe?  That is, assuming there is some vital need for attainment.  And if there isn't, what value beyond vanity can attainment have?

There are several comments to be made on this assertion.  One may doubt whether anything worth doing at all is free from danger, and one may wonder what danger can threaten the man whose object is his own utter ruin.  One may also smile a little grimly at the integrity of those who try to include all Magic under Black Magic, as is the present trick of the Mystic Militant here on earth.

Do not underestimate the militancy of the Mystic.  This one relies on a sometimes overt and sometimes covert philosophy of intolerant morality.  Either  you are in agreement with these ideals and their overall ideology or you are evil and/or seduced by evil; the charge may also address your intellectual competence.  In comparison, the Magickian's philosophy seems a-moral at best, though a virtuous moral code of ethical behavior is pursued beyond the Mystic's ability to recognize.  Any attempt to overcome the Mystic's cognitive dissonance will usually prove futile.

Now, as one who may claim to a slight acquaintance with the literature of both paths, and to have been honoured by personal exposition from the adepts of both paths, I believe that I may be able to bring them fairly into the balance.

This is the magical theory, that the first departure from the Infinite must be equilibrated and so corrected.  So the "great magician," Mayan, the maker of Illusion, the Creator, must be met in combat.  Then "if Satan be divided against Satan, how shall his kingdom stand?"  Both vanish: the illusion is no more.  Mathematically, 1 + (–1) = 0.  And this path is symbolised in the Taro under the figure of the Magus, the card numbered 1, the first departure from 0, but referred to Beth, 2, Mercury, the god of Wisdom, Magic and Truth.

The Mystic interprets this “combat” motif in a denotative manner; readily pre-disposed to the exoteric approach to religion.  For him or her, the Demiurge must be defeated and manifestation should be returned to the Infinite.  But really, do we need to go back to unmanifested existence?!  The error was in non-manifested existence to become existent?!  The unmanifest (IT) becoming existent is an illusion?!  Yes, this is the ego-loser philosophy; their literal and fundamentalist interpretation perfectly expressed.

The 1-1=0 formula is the formula of the ego-loser, who seeks to view oneself as infinitessimal ("I am a bug" --The Dalai Lama) and in his or her condescension, pretends that there is no hierarchy of life forms.  For the Mystic, dissolution is desireable and sought after; not so for the Magickian.  For the Magickian, the "shock of worlds" and all the myriad possibilities of manifestation are sacraments and manifestation is seen as the fullest expression of the divine.  It is not to be eschewed, but embraced and adored.
It may be true, as Crowley clearly wrote, that some may prefer this Mystic dissolution.  Indeed, for some, there is no interest in Magick and evolution.  So as per the Gnostic Mass, one may Will one's dissolution into the infinite.  But the equilibration inherently implies a duality that then must be established in order for there to be a balance and a manifestation that can maintain itself outside the infinite in a finite and individualized form.  

The correction should not be seen as a response to error, but as an adjustment to the first emerging imbalance; the momentum pushing forwards in an involutionary direction.  This is presented in the myths of falling angels and guardian angels; Nephilim and the Daughters of Men.  The subtlety of the myths has been compromised by the Manichaean predisposition of the Monotheists, which really in presenting an omnipotent evil, is not really Monotheistic at all.

Let’s consider the following excerpt from Liber Aleph:

“Tahuti, or Thoth, confirmed the Word of Dionysus by continuing it; for He shewed how by the Mind it was possible to direct the Operations of the Will. By Criticism and by recorded Memory Man avoideth Error, and the Repetition of Error. But the true Word of Tahuti was A M O U N, whereby He made Men to understand their secret Nature, that is, their unity with their True Selves, or, as they then phrased it, with God. And he discovered unto them the Way of this Attainment, and its relation with the Formula of INRI. Also by his Mystery of Number he made plain the Path for His Successor to declare the Nature of the whole Universe in its Form and in its Structure, as it were an Analysis thereof, doing for Matter what the Buddha was decreed to do for Mind.” 

"Spirit and matter" readily implies their equivalence, which means to me that the idea of 'illusion' is not to be taken literally or denotatively.  Rather its connotation refers more to the idea of ignorance; consistent with the philosophy of the Supramental Yoga of the Mother and Sri Aurobindo.  The maya is not the actual nature of the Universe, but our limited apprehension of this Universe.  Per the Supramentalists, when 'the life of the cells' are brought to full consciousness, one can then fully apprehend materiality and they further claim, accidents and injury become impossibilities; implying a certain command over one's physical structure.  This is also a part of the congelation of the soul; evolution involves the continual reorganization of complexity in an integral structure.  This means the Soul is an aggregate of individual beings (mitochondria on the physical level) that all connect with the Aethyr; the Logos.

Tahuti is then said to have done "for matter what the Buddha has been decreed to do for the mind."  Indeed, Tahuti is the god of truth and illusion; connected with the Trickster archetype, which should tell us to not make such a delimited and simplified doctrine (the ego-loser doctrine) of the maya (as certain sects of Hinduism have done).  We cannot take this literally at all, but must recognize the very subtle nature of this idea.  And I don't know that the idea in its subtle nature is even comprehensible for anyone who has not championed the Abyss.  So for us to make this over-simplified doctrine that all is illusion and the only truth is in annihilation; absorption in the infinite, and that all manifestation is but a deceit is a gross error that with the upholding of such a doctrine, one cannot see the worlds of possibilities and the 'Great Work' of human evolution.  Indeed, work is labor and the effect of desire, which the Buddha and the ego-loser schools should be eschewed.

And this Magus has the twofold aspect of the Magician himself and also of the "Great Magician" described in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, p. 144).1
The 'Great Magician" is a metaphor for each of us, creating our own delusionary worlds wherein we do not see the divinity in ourselves.  This demiurge is for each of us, ourselves.  We are not trapped in our bodies and at any time, we can click our heels three times and say "there's no place like home"...another metaphor.  I don't want this to be confused with the idea of returning to godhead and escaping this world.  We simply need to bring this aggregate mind, first to unity; a complete perfecting of its integral structure brought on by the rousing to consciousness of every cell in the body, and then to the greater vision of Not-I or (-1) in the formula of the Mage.

Here is the passage from Liber 418:

And this is the mystery that I declare unto thee: that from the Crown itself spring the three great delusions; Aleph is madness, and Beth is falsehood, and Gimel is glamour. (Aleph is incapacity to apprehend --- the absence of any steady truth. A = ∆, the volatile; Beth is the assertion of false relations, even in the illusion of the dyad. B = s; And Gimel is the clouding of aspiration by the marsh miasma of desire G = r. Such are the evil and averse counterparts of the three highest faculties of the Soul: Aleph, the inspiration of the soul in ecstasy; Beth, the virtue of Truthfulness without care of other issues; and Gimel, the direct link of the human with the divine Consciousness.) And these three be greater than all, for they are beyond the words that I speak unto thee; how much more therefore are they beyond the words that thou transmittest unto men. Behold! the Veil of the Æthyr sundereth, and is torn, like a sail by the breath of the tempest, and thou shalt see him as from afar off. This is that which is written, “Confound her understanding with darkness,” for thou canst not speak this thing (The Seer was being warned all the time that he was seeing only a Guard.). It is the figure of the Magus of the Taro (Atu I. This is Mayan, the Great Magician, he who has created the Dyad B = 2 and thus made possible the conception of Opposition, and hence of "Evil". He is to be distinguished from Chokma, the creative Mercury who transmits the Essence of Kether as a Logos, that Kether may become intelligible to Himself through Binah. This lower Mercury asserts the Dyad as Reality, and denies alike Kether and the Ain. Hence its issue is in Materialism.); 

The material and the spiritual are two ends of the same coin.  That one should be divided against the other would be utter ruin.  But the Manichaean-natured Mystic eschews the material as illusion; a trap that must be overcome that the human being identify only with the spiritual.  Indeed, this is the true and rabit materialist.

and in his right arm the torch of the flames blazing upwards; in his left the cup of poison, a cataract into Hell. And upon his head the evil talisman, blasphemy and blasphemy and blasphemy, in the form of a circle. That is the greatest blasphemy of all.* On his feet hath he the scythes and swords and sickles; daggers; knives; every sharp thing,—a millionfold, and all in one. And before him is the Table that is a Table of wickedness, the 42- fold Table. This Table is connected with the 42 Assessors of the Dead, for they are the Accursers, whom the soul must baffle; and with the 42-fold name of God, for this is the Mystery of Iniquity, that there was ever a beginning at all. And this Magus casteth forth, by the might of his four weapons, veil after veil; a thousand shining colours, ripping and tearing the Æthyr, so that it is like jagged saws, or like broken teeth in the face of a young girl, or like disruption, or madness. There is a horrible grinding sound, maddening. This is the mill in which the Universal Substance, which is ether, was ground down into matter.

* I.e., that the circle should be thus profaned. This evil circle is of three concentric rings.

Now the formula of the mystic is much simpler.  Mathematically, is is 1 – 1 = 0.  He is like a grain of salt cast into the sea; the process of dissolution is obviously easier than the shock of worlds which the magician contemplates.  "Sit down, and feel yourself as dust in the presence of God; nay, as less than dust, as nothing," is the all-sufficient simplicity of his method.  Unfortunately, many people cannot do this.  And when you urge your inability, the mystic is only too likely to shrug his shoulders and be done with you.

Yes, once one violates the applied sanctity of the Mystic's way and fails to recognize its viability for oneself, the Mystic loses respect and either may angrily turn aside, or become condescending towards.  The 1-1=0 formula is the formula of the ego-loser, who seeks to view oneself as infinitessimal ("I am a bug" --The Dalai Lama) and in his or her condescension, pretends that there is no hierarchy of life forms.  For the Mystic, dissolution is desirable and sought after; not so for the Magickian.  For the Magickian, the "shock of worlds" and all the myriad possibilities of manifestation are sacraments and manifestation is seen as the fullest expression of the divine.  It is not to be eschewed, but embraced and adored.

The equation that involves subtraction is the equation of the ego-loser seeking to lose him or herself to gain dissolution into the infinite.  The equation of the Magickian is an equation of addition or of the law of attraction; the two ends of the magnetic pole coming together to create a strong structure.  This is seeing manifested life as the sacrament of the divine.  It opens the door to the "sea of possibilities" (to quote my personal goddess and savior <smirk> Patti Smith).  "Spare the child and spoil the rod; I have not sold myself to god."

Crowley notes that the method of the Mystic is “all-sufficient” and it is an effective means for a certain attainment.  For those who naturally eschew this world and life in general, the Buddha's instructions are 100% perfect.  For those who see this world as a stepping stone to a greater set of worlds and possibilities, the adding equation will do much better.  And really, one must make a choice.  

AL: I.57  Invoke me under my stars!  Love is the law, love under will.  Nor let the fools mistake love; for there are love and love.  There is the dove, and there is the serpent.  Choose ye well!  He, my prophet, hath chosen, knowing the law of the fortress, and the great mystery of the House of God.   All these old letters of my Book are aright; but * is not the Star.  This also is secret: my prophet shall reveal it to the wise.
Crowley’s comment on this verse from AL is interesting:

Nuit commands mankind to invoke Her, that is, to fulfill their utmost Selfhood, under Her stars, that is, by the study of all other Points of View beside one’s own.

The method of Magick: Love the mode in which Will operates.

The method of Magick in this – and in all – Work is: “love under will.” The word love (Agaph in Greek) has the value of 93, like that of Qelhma, will. This implies that love and will are in truth one and the same, two phases of one theme. Love is thus shown as the means by which will may be brought to success.

Men are warned against error in this matter of love. There are two main modes of love, the symbol of one being the dove, of the other the serpent. These symbols and their meanings in ethics, with their bearing on “the law of the fortress, and the great mystery of the House of God” are explained by me fully elsewhere.

The problem is the ego-loser mentality is what has infected all the exoteric religions and they have become masochistic and enslaving in nature.  They feed today, upon ignorance and superstition; destroying even educated minds.  Many people cannot choose the ascetic life of self-denial and abstinence from worldly cares.  There are those few who prefer their solitude and want to remain 'shut-up' (cf. chapter 89; Liber 333) from the world.  They are those who: 'drop out' from life and simply tune into themselves and lose the interconnectivity that is the field of love.  This gets hyped up into being some sort of high virtue that attempts to leave everyone else feeling that they have not virtue for their wordly cares.

But the artist and athlete (amongst others) knows this to be arrogant and misleading.  There is great virtue in reaching for the world and grabbing life with both hands.  The passions lead to the thrill of victory, the agony of defeat and the great works of art and science.  The ascetic cowers from life and hides in ignomy; there is no virtue there.  He or she is just waiting to die to ferment the final death of the ego; having died a thousand times before.

AL:III.57  Despise also all cowards; professional soldiers who dare not fight, but play; all fools despise!
Crowley’s comment on this verse from AL is interesting:

We do not want "professional soldiers," hired bravos sworn to have no souls of their own.  They "dare not fight;" for how should a man dare to fight unless his cause be a love mightier than his love of life?  Therefore they "play;" they have sold themselves; their Will is no more theirs; life is no longer a serious thing to them; therefore they wander wastrel in clubs and boudoirs and greenrooms; bridge, billiards, polo, pettie coats puff out their emptiness; scratched for the Great Race of Life, they watch the Derby instead.

Brave such may be; they may well be (in a sense) classed with the rat; but brainless and idle they must be, who have no goal beyond the grave, where, at the best, chance flings fast-withering flowers of false and garish glory.  They serve to defend things vital to their country; they are the skull that keeps the brain from harm?  Oh foolish brain!  Wet thou not wiser to defend thyself, rather than trust to brittle bone that hinders thee from growth?

Let every man bear arms, swift to resent oppression, generous and ardent to draw sword in any cause, if justice or freedom summon him!

"All fools despise."  In this last phrase the word "fools" is evidently not to be taken in its deeper mystical sense, the context plainly bearing reference to ordinary life.

But the "fool" is still as described in the Tarot Trump.  He is an epicene creature, soft and sottish, with an imbecile laugh and a pretty taste in fancy waistcoats.  He lacks virility, like the ox which is the meaning of the letter Aleph which describes the Trump, and his value is Zero, its number.  He is air, formless and incapable of resistance, carrier of sounds which mean nothing to it, swept up into destructive rages of senseless violence from its idleness, incalculably moved by every pressure or pull.  One-fifth is the fuel of fire, the corruption of rust; the rest is inert, the soul of explosives, with a trace of that stifling and suffocating gas which is yet food for vegetable, as it is poison to animal, life.

We have here a picture of the average man, of a fool;  he has no will of his own, is all things to all men, is void, a repeater of words of whose sense he knows nought, a drifter, both idle and violent, compact partly of fierce passions that burn up both himself and the other, but mostly of inert and characterless nonentity, with a little heaviness, dullness, and stupefaction for his only positive qualities.

Such are the 'fools' whom we despise.  The man of Thelema is vertebrate, organized, purposeful, steady, self-controlled, virile; he uses the air as the food of his blood; so also, were he deprived of fools he could no live.  We need our atmosphere, after all; it is only when the fools become violent madmen that we need our cloak of silence to wrap us, and our staff to stay us as we ascend our mountain-ridge; and it is only if we go down into the darkness of mines to dig us treasure of earth that we need fear to choke on their poisonous breath.

This path is symbolised by the "Fool" of the Tarot, who is alike the Mystic and the Infinite.

But apart from this question, it is by no means certain that the formula is as simple as it seems.  How is the mystic to assure himself that "God" is really "God" and not some demon masquerading in His image?  

How is it that the ego would want to destroy itself or become 'lost'.  The Paratman becomes idolized and anthrompomorphosized, as well as objectified; the Mystic's god has to become everyone's god.  In his or her Bhakti delusion this god becomes the only god, the very description of failure in the Abyss.

We find Gerson sacrificing Huss to his "God"; we find a modern journalist who has done more than dabble in mysticism writing, "This mystic life at its highest is undeniably selfish"; we find another writing like the old lady who ended her criticism of the Universe, "There's only Jock an' me'll be saved; an' I'm no that sure o' Jock"; we find another who at the age of ninety-nine foams at the mouth over an alleged breach of her alleged copyright; we find another so sensitive that the mention of his name by the present writer induces an attack of epileptic mania; if such are really "united with" or "absorbed in" God, what of God?

Though the mystical method is clearly dangerous and deceiving, we should note that on the other hand, mysticism is still a necessary component of Magick.  However, we know from history that Jean Charlier de Gerson and John Huss were theological opponents during the "great schism" of the Roman church, and Huss was executed for heresy by order of the Council of Constance in 1415.  Upon reading the history of this schism, we see human nature at work and in this case, showing through one of the chief dangers of mysticism, they mistook their own individual suns for the Sun that lords over the sky.  And it seems to me that most mytics do this as its the natural tendency of the art; they mistake Paratman for the "one God" in their monotheistic and Manichaean reflex.

There is also a reference to A.E. Waite’s A Book of Mystery and Vision, which was reviewed by Crowley in the Equinox.  In this, Crowley quite eloquently reveals the very nature of the superstitious thinking process of the mystic; the inherent cognitive dissonance that allows for contradictory thinking processes...as it's all rather solipsistic.

 We are told in Galations that the fruits of the Spirit are peace, love, joy, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperence; and somewhere else, "By their fruits ye shall know them."

Of these evil-doers then we must either think that they are dishonest, and have never attained at all, or that they have united themselves with a devil.

Evil is objectified by the Mystic as it is but the half of the one coin that is their objectified image of God.  Anyone that cannot see what to them is so obvious, must be evil.

Such are "Brethren of the Left Hand Path," described so thoroughly in Liber 418 (Equinox, No. V., Special Supplement, pp. 119 sqq.).2
The notated excerpt from Liber 418 is as follows:

And now the peacock's head is again changed into a woman's head sparkling and coruscating with its own light of gems.

But I look upwards, seeing that she is called the footstool of the Holy One, even as Binah is called His throne. And the whole Æthyr is full of the most wonderful bands of light,—a thousand different curves and whorls, even as it was before, when I spake mysteries of the Holy Qabalah, and so could not describe it.

The Holy One is the Great Magickian (Paratman).  And his feet are below the hells; that is the manifestation on Earth is the Magickian engaged in life and with the world he creates in manifested actuality (not seduced by Maya).
Oh, I see vast plains beneath her feet, enormous deserts studded with great rocks; and I see little lonely souls, running helplessly about, minute black creatures like men  (Again the Black Brothers.).  And they keep up a very curious howling, that I can compare to nothing that I have ever heard; yet it is strangely human.

And the voice says: These are they that grasped love and clung thereto, praying ever at the knees of the great goddess.

These are they that have shut themselves up in fortresses of Love.

Each plume of the peacock is full of eyes, that are at the same time 4 7. And for this is the number 28 reflected down into Netzach; and that 28 is Kaph Cheth (Kach), power.

For she is Sakti, the eternal energy of the Concealed One.

And it is her eternal energy that hath made this eternal change. And this explaineth the call of the Æthyrs, the curse that was pronounced in the beginning being but the creation of Sakti. And this mystery is reflected in the legend of the Creation, where Adam represents the Concealed One, for Adam is Temurah of MAD, the Enochian word for God, and Eve, whom he created for love, is tempted by the snake, Nechesh, who is Messiah her child. And the snake is the magical power, which hath destroyed the primordial equilibrium.

* The fourth of the mystic numbers of Jupiter is 136.

The Mystic will take exception from the Black Brothers, not recognizing himself in them.  He is too well consoled by the love of his own vision in the mirror.  These are the mystics, the Shut Ups of cap. 89 of Liber 333.  They have sought love and eschewed its opposite in their Manichean moralization.  Their worship of Paratman and the negation of they themselves (ego-losers) have brought them to the lonely towers of the Abyss.  They have cut themselves off from humanity, yet serve it despite their Wills; but as slaves to their do-gooder vanities.  And in these vanities they find righteousness; self-righteousness, the most arrogant and condescending of vices.

The Mystic mistakes the lack of outward manifestation of spirit in the Mage as an indicator of evil in his Manichaean heresy.  But this is too simplistic; there are those Adepts that Liber LXV quite appropriately shows, who shroud their light with the darkness, but are not cut off from the world; the world is the darkness they shroud themselves with, and why he may be called a "materialist"...indeed he or she loves and honors the world as his or her teacher.
LXV:I.18. So also the light that is absorbed. One absorbs little, and is called white and glistening; one absorbs all and is called black.
LXV:I.19. Therefore, O my darling, art thou black. 
LXV:I.20. O my beautiful, I have likened thee to a jet Nubian slave, a boy of melancholy eyes. 
LXV:I.21. O the filthy one! the dog! they cry against thee. Because thou art my beloved.

Of these the most characteristic sign is their exclusiveness.  "We are the men."  "Ours is the only Way."  "All Buddhists are wicked," the insanity of spiritual pride.

In today's society, most of these exotericists conform their rhetoric to their PC mentality; thinking they have risen above this sectarian bigotry.  But really, they have merely sublimated their arrogance in a condescending attitude of self-righteousness.

The Magician is not nearly so liable to fall into this fearful mire of pride as the mystic; he is occupied with things outside himself, and can correct his pride.  Indeed, he is constantly being corrected by Nature.  He, the Great One, cannot run a mile in four minutes!  The mystic is solitary and shut up, lacks wholesome combat.  

The Mystic fails to recognize that love and war are two sides of the same coin.  The Mystic has made a false virtue of peace and a false scapegoat of war.  How can the Mystic understand war when the Mystic has not even been able to understand the nature of human interaction?

We are all schoolboys, and the football field is a perfect prophylactic of swelled head.  When the mystic meets an obstacle, he "makes believe" about it.  He says it is "only illusion."  

This is the ego-loser failing to recognize even one's own humility.  Manifestation will remain an illusion for the Mystic, until he or she holds one's hand in the fire. (pun intended)

He has the morphino-maniac’s feeling of bien-être, the delusions of the general paralytic.  

This "bien-etre' is the do-gooder insulating his or her condescension while dishing out pity for those he or she feels is truly inferior; always afraid to meet life head on and find one's superior.

He loses the power of looking any fact in the face; he feeds himself on his own imagination; he persuades himself of his own attainment.  If contradicted on the subject, he is cross and spiteful and cattish.  If I criticise Mr X, he screams, and tries to injure me behind my back; if I say that Madame Y is not exactly St Teresa, she writes a book to prove that she is.

His scientific proofs are wrapped in poetic distraction and his poetry reads like a scientific formula.

Such persons "swollen with wind, and the rank mist they draw, Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread," as Milton wrote of a less dangerous set of spiritual guides.

For their unhappy followers and imitators, no words of pity suffice.  The whole universe is for them but "the glass of their fool’s face"; only, unlike Sir Palamedes, they admire it.  Moral and spiritual Narcissi, they perish in the waters of illusion.  A friend of mine, a solicitor in Naples, has told me strange tales of where such self-adoration ends.

And the subtlety of the devil is shown particularly in the method by which neophytes are caught by the Black Brothers.  There is an exaggerated awe, a solemnity of diction, a vanity of archaic phrases, a false veil of holiness upon the unclean shrine.  Stilted affectation masquerades as dignity; a rag-bag of mediævalism apes profundity; jargon passes for literature; phylacteries increase about the hem of the perfect prig, prude, and Pharisee.

Some may proclaim that this essay was written to do nothing more than exacerbate Crowley’s rivalry with Waite.  But to reduce this to being simply Crowley's disguised ranting against Waite is a mistake.  Crowley is taking what he's learned from Waite and others (his connections with many mystics and mages are many) and writing an articulate and generalized conclusion based on what he has learned.

Corollary to this attitude is the lack of all human virtue.  The greatest magician, when he acts in his human capacity, acts as a man should.  In paraticular, he has learnt kind-heartedness and sympathy.  Unselfishness is very often his long suit.  Just this the mystic lacks.  Trying to absorb the lower planes into the higher, he neglects the lower, a mistake no magician could make.
The Mystic is quite competent at speaking of virtue, but rarely do his feet go where his mouth would have you believe.  He or she may call these virtues, “fruits of the spirit” with a self-righteous demeanor, but his or her separation from the world takes one away from the conflicts where such virtues would actually be brought into practice.  No virtue is ever manifested.

The Nun Gertrude, when it came to her turn to wash up the dishes, used to explain that she was very sorry, but at that particular moment she was being married, with full choral service, to the Saviour.

Hundreds of mystics shut themselves up completely and for ever.  Not only is their wealth-producing capacity lost to society, but so is their love and good-will, and worst of all, so is their example and precept.  Christ, at the height of his career, found time to wash the feet of his disciples; any Master who does not do this on every plane is a Black Brother.  The Hindus honour no man who becomes "Sannyasi" (nearly our "hermit") until he has faithfuly fulfilled all his duties as a man and a citizen.  Celibacy is immoral, and the celibate shirks one of the greatest difficulties of the Path.

The point really is that if you can't live in this world of contending forces and master this plane; understanding its ways, how can you possibly expect to master the higher planes?  There is a difference between servitude (slavery) and servantry (love under will).  Some say though, that what is right for one may not be so for another; but this lends itself very readily to a solipsistic paradigm.  Rather, Crowley is saying that those who shut themselves up from the world, shirk from the greatest difficulty; dealing with others, which requires interconnectivity.  Even on Crowley's 'Magickal Retirements', he would often hold up in a hotel and go downstairs to the cafe for his meals and meet with friends.

Beware of all those who shirk the lower difficulties: it’s a good bet that they shirk the higher difficulties too.

Of the special dangers of the path there is here no space to write; each student finds at each step temptations reflecting his own special weakness.  I have therefore dealt solely with the dangers inseparable from the path itself, dangers inherent in its nature.  Not for one moment would I ask the weakest to turn back or turn aside from that path, but I would ask even the strongest to apply these correctives: first, the sceptical or scientific attitude, both in outlook and method; second, a healthy life, meaning by that what the athlete and the explorer mean; third, hearty human companionship, and devotion to life, work, and duty.

Let him remember that an ounce of honest pride is better than a ton of false humility, although an ounce of true humility is worth an ounce of honest pride; the man who works has no time to bother with either.  And let him remember Christ’s statement of the Law "to love God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself."

Know that thy neighbor is as much a God as you are and only then can you love him as yourself.

