The Disappearance of Teachings in the Age of Strife

By Mark Stavish

In a recent post it was mentioned that in both the Hermetic and Tibetan literature it is stated that the teachings of spirituality in general, and these unique forms in particular, would eventually all but disappear, save for special locals.  However, the process whereby this loss of traditional and proven methods was not elaborated, as it was not at my disposal at the time of writing the previous post.  Quite by accident I came across the following, and am including to further elaborate on what has already been stated.  In their work, Opening the Wisdom Door of the Outer Tantras: Refining Awareness Through Ascetic Ritual and Purification Practice (Dharma Samudra, 2008) Khenchen Paldren Sherab Rinpoche and his brother, Khenpo Tsewang Dongyal Rinpoche, state that the universe, our world, and all universes and worlds, known and unknown to us go through various stages.  Of the four stages we are currently in the fourth stage, or that of the Kali Yuga.  It is known as the “degenerate age” and is characterized by quarreling, fighting, and contention of all sorts.  Strong emotions and territorial divisions are pervasive.  Everything is very rough and difficult as people see themselves as superior and more important than others.  The authors state that we are in the middle of the age, from which things will get worse, as we have reached the height of negative emotions on the planet. Through the practice of Supreme Yoga Tantra, individual and to some degree collective suffering can be eased. Supreme Yoga Tantra is composed of the highest tantras known as Father, Mother, and Non-Dual, wherein generation of the deity and manipulation of the inner energies, are used to cleanse our mental obscuration and perceptions.  They also involve the use of sexual energies to fuel the path of liberation, as in this time and place, physical contact is so important to people, and is the means whereby they experience satisfaction of the senses.  It is important to note that these teaching are not just for humans, but for other beings as well, many whom we consider non-corporeal.  

According to the teachings of Guru Padmasambhava, who successfully brought Buddhism to Tibet, when the time of degeneration is strongest, the emotions will also be strongest, and this will give the greatest power to the practices of these yogas, or paths of union.  However, Buddha Shakyamuni is said to have stated that these teachings would begin to vanish as the degeneration goes on. The first set of teachings to disappear will be Vinaya, which deal with ethical codes, morality, and monastic conduct. The second set of teaching to vanish would be the Abhidharma teachings, which deal with psychology, cosmology, the various steps on the path to enlightenment, or in summary, wisdom.  The third set of teachings to vanish is Vajrayana, however, they would last until the end of the age. It is the vajrayana teachings that most appropriate for our time, and require the greatest amount of disciple, morality, ethics, and wisdom to practice, thereby in many ways limiting the number of people who could potentially practice them – yet in theory, be of the greatest help to the greatest number.  Then, at the end of the Age of Kali, they too will disappear. 

If we look even superficially at the state of human affairs these days it is easy to see that for many, their emotions run strong, so much so that regardless of their position in life, emotional force dominates their thinking process. Clergy of all types have broken their vows and the trust of their congregations and lineages.  Priests molest young children, celibate swamis have affairs with students, Muslim clerics advocate mass death and destruction and the elimination of entire nations, Buddhist monks buy their degrees, and the list goes on.  Esotericism is no better off, with scandals and infighting; and the New Age Movement is rife with corruption, with pseudo-shamans selling overpriced seminars and retreats. In the end, each has forgotten the most basic tenants of their practice, and failing to rectify their broken vows, they lead others down the path of delusion and destruction. In mundane circles, the discussion of morals and ethics to often is met with the appropriate sneer of being old fashioned, or embraced as a means of pushing a particular political agenda.  

Wisdom is rarely sought or recognized when present.  While many claim to be on a spiritual journey, they are in fact on a sensation finding expedition.  Various phenomena, experiences, and adrenaline rushes of all sorts are sought out, embraced, consumed, and regurgitated but the hard and difficult path of finding and integrating wisdom is rare, even among those who have access to qualified and experienced teachers.

Yet, beneath all of this, there is of course the very energies that can liberate us from our ignorance and delusions, if we act, and act NOW.  Time is short, running out in fact, for no matter what, if the Kali Yuga ends in 2012, or 400 years from now, it does not matter, for there is no guarantee that anyone of us will see tomorrow.  That is the reality of life, therefore, let each of us make the best of it, and not in some sullen and nihilistic fashion, but with the joy that being alive, walking on the Path of Return, and helping other on their journey as well brings.  No matter what the future brings, it brings death, and for each of us, that is the time in which each “worker receives their wages” as Masons say.  What we have made of ourselves, helped others make of themselves, and left behind for those who come after us (as well as give to ourselves in the future if you believe in reincarnation) is all that matters.  Let each of us make the best of what we have that we may make a better tomorrow for ourselves, no matter what the Kali Yuga may bring. 
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This is an interesting article though, there is no 'fresh fever from the skies' here.  Just interesting qausi academic tidbits of information and distortions of eastern mysticism wrapped in a package of trite anecdotes and platitudes.  The whole thing is 'nice': too nice, like one of those Japanese tea sets made in the u.s. and packaged with a pink bow to buy as a mothers day gift.  The word buy... keeps ringing in my ears for some strange reason... 

 

Well who am I kidding, maybe I'm just grumpy because I didn't get laid last night.  lol 

 

Yet, there is something very subtle and important missing from this article; I suspect it is merely a lack of inspiration.  Personally I think the Kali Yuga is a metaphor and I suspect that stories similar to the Kali Yuga will always be the story of the day, since the begining of time, if that is possible.  While I am sure there are cycles and stages that exceed even the birth and death of our planet or galaxy, I don't think strife is really the problem... the real problem is that we are increasingly spoiled, taking life for granted, developing an entitlement attitude which is now called 'will'.  This entitlement attitude makes us un-able to be in the moment and enjoy anything since it is the mindset of complaining, of not having enough etc.  These complainers could use some more war and disease to clean up their attitude. Joy is so subjective, yet it depends on the absense of pain, which is only meaningful in a context of pain.  To wish for a world without strife is a denial of the 'other', or Nuit as 'not I'.  Anything that we don't like such as war etc. is definitley 'not I'. It is that which is other than the ego.  This is what the NLP and new ager community fails to comprehend, in order to maintain their veiw in which they can have anything by imagining it, they must shut themselves up like the black brothers and live a lonely quasi existence, trapped in their own subjectivity, eventually degrading into a psychic existence that is fractured beyond repair.  Hmm... I'm recalling the 12th Aethyr from Liber 418.    

 

The logic is this I don't like X.  X is happening therefore we are in a cycle of ignorance, the big... drumroll please.... Kali Yuga.  

 

One Tantric practice I learned of revolves around revolting yourself until you have no more revolsion.  This could involve having intercourse with your great aunt, eating food out of a human skull, or sleeping in graveyards etc.  The whole world must be accepted.  For me this is the heart of Tantra and Thelema, yet we can't make much money by teaching this since 98% of the people don't want to hear about it.  Instead they want a scape goat and the promise of pot of gold over the next rainbow, at least these imbeciles are useful, I mean they would give me good money to feed them this crap.  
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Hi Ryan,
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Happy Birthday!
Here's some additional comments on your critique...
This is an interesting article though, there is no 'fresh fever from the skies' here.  Just interesting qausi academic tidbits of information and distortions of eastern mysticism wrapped in a package of trite anecdotes and platitudes.  The whole thing is 'nice': too nice, like one of those Japanese tea sets made in the u.s. and packaged with a pink bow to buy as a mothers day gift.  The word buy... keeps ringing in my ears for some strange reason... 

We have in the past, discussed the general sellout of Occultists and especially Alchemists; exchanging money for spiritual instruction, which of course is completely taboo in the A.'.A.'.  I've made a particular focus on Mark Stavish as I've had a personal dialogue with him on the issue.  And we've seen the compromise to his integrity on this issue; examining it in some depth.  This article, which is quite beneath his level of intelligence is a propagandistic work that not only continues to betray him on this issue, but more importantly, it emphasizes at the very least, the Yellow School of Magick and its nihilistic position on the nature of reality (or un-reality...aka Maya).
 

Well who am I kidding, maybe I'm just grumpy because I didn't get laid last night.  lol 

Though obviously, a joke, it's a common allusion to the idea of how our thoughts and perspectives can be influenced by motives.  So really, this becomes a sardonic reference to the distortion of spirituality and commercial enterprise.
 

Yet, there is something very subtle and important missing from this article; I suspect it is merely a lack of inspiration.  

vide supra
 

Personally I think the Kali Yuga is a metaphor and I suspect that stories similar to the Kali Yuga will always be the story of the day, since the begining of time, if that is possible.  

This is akin to what Patrizia Norelli-Bachelet discusses in her book, The Gnostic Circle, as discussed in my article: Gnostic Cycles.  The 'Maya' and hence, the Kali Yuga becomes not a position in the cycles of time, but a perspective obfuscated by ignorance (agnoticism) and confusion; two things for which Gnosticism proposes a formulated antedote.
 

While I am sure there are cycles and stages that exceed even the birth and death of our planet or galaxy, I don't think strife is really the problem... 

Indeed, strife is its own blessing...the contention of forces is what not only makes us stronger, but also matures and instructs us.  For example, the incredibly narcissistic nature of the infant/young child is interrupted by a 'spanking' as a child cannot be reasoned with.  And at first, the child decides on ethical and moral behavior simply to avoid punishment.  Eventually, the child matures and learns the value of 'enlightened self-interest' acting responsibly of his or her own accord.  Going further back, it is that first 'spanking', the proverbial slap on the ass that the midwife uses to inspire (pun intended) breathing in the newborn infant that has up until that point, relied on the umbilical cord for its oxygen intake.  How often do we find that negative experiences in our own lives wake us up to flaws in our outlook and behavior?
It is both the Yellow and the Black schools that eschew this with their absolutist moral outlook, e.g.; war is bad...period, amen...no other way to look at it.  This intellectual intolerance denies the many benefits that war has brought to culture while over-emphasizing the tragedy and pain, which is of course balanced by victory and glory.  And of course, there are human beings who are martial in their nature and who become the great military men that defend nations against aggressors...who indeed serve to strengthen the nations they rail against.
 

the real problem is that we are increasingly spoiled, taking life for granted, developing an entitlement attitude which is now called 'will'.  This entitlement attitude makes us un-able to be in the moment and enjoy anything since it is the mindset of complaining, of not having enough etc.  These complainers could use some more war and disease to clean up their attitude. 

There is a great wonder to peacetime and peacable culture; being an artist myself, I truly appreciate this.  But I also know that its dark side is as you say, the spoiled nature of entitlement expectations and complacent decadence...indeed, with other forms of opulent decadence eventually overtaking such cultures.  Too much peace is as much a danger as too much war.
 

Joy is so subjective, yet it depends on the absense of pain, which is only meaningful in a context of pain.  To wish for a world without strife is a denial of the 'other', or Nuit as 'not I'.  Anything that we don't like such as war etc. is definitley 'not I'. It is that which is other than the ego.  

Many have reported an intense ecstasy in the midst of agony, which I have even experienced in my own life.  So I'm not sure that I would say that joy necessitates a priori, an absence of pain.  Rather, I would say that joy is transcendent of the duality of pain and pleasure...as love is transcendent of the duality of alienation and integration.
 

This is what the NLP and new ager community fails to comprehend, in order to maintain their veiw in which they can have anything by imagining it, they must shut themselves up like the black brothers and live a lonely quasi existence, trapped in their own subjectivity, eventually degrading into a psychic existence that is fractured beyond repair.  Hmm... I'm recalling the 12th Aethyr from Liber 418.

Yes, solipsism becomes the operative philosophy of the New Ager and others who rely on superstition to inform them of the nature of reality.  But also, there is an intense lonliness for the 'wake up' (cf. my comments to Crowley's fairy tale, The Wake World) person who sits outside the cultural parameters of our superstitious Judeo-Christian society in the Western, post-industrial world.  It is this that in my opinion, probably serves as the weak point for failure in the Abyss.
 

The logic is this I don't like X.  X is happening therefore we are in a cycle of ignorance, the big... drumroll please.... Kali Yuga.

Violence and discord is the result of the dispersion of the One into the Many...and also its virtue.  That is not to imply that this doesn't necessitate the balance with peace and harmony; for indeed in a world of duallity, this must be true.  And so in agreement with what you say here, I can add that those that promote the Kali Yuga as does the Yellow School, are themselves the victims of the Kali Yuga and its Maya-generated perspective.
 

One Tantric practice I learned of revolves around revolting yourself until you have no more revolsion.  This could involve having intercourse with your great aunt, eating food out of a human skull, or sleeping in graveyards etc.  The whole world must be accepted.  For me this is the heart of Tantra and Thelema, yet we can't make much money by teaching this since 98% of the people don't want to hear about it.  Instead they want a scape goat and the promise of pot of gold over the next rainbow, at least these imbeciles are useful, I mean they would give me good money to feed them this crap.

The real problem in true spiritual instruction/initiation, is that the Student will be brought to discover things he or she doesn't like about him or herself.  This in the A.'.A.'., easily dissuades most Probationers; who then fail out of the Order.  If instruction was about getting more client-customers, we'd of course, change our program to make it easy to pass Probation to Our Order.  But indeed, the Probationer is told that he or she can "withdraw" any time one likes.  And the Neophyte instructor is taught to encourage their withdrawal.
The A.'.A.'. want those who are of superior quality in their soul-nature and not the half-hearted and spiritually lazy.  We are neither a business nor a public charity-entitlement organization; but servants of the highest aspirations in the human community.
Most interesting to me is that I like I believe most, come to spiritual practices with the ignorant idea that spiritual attainment will lead to psychic happiness...that I will become happy as a response to the empty aching that induced my spiritual aspiration.  As my development began, I learned that indeed, I also had a voice that I've always heard inside me...that sought the 'truth.'  Now this may not be what others may come to hear in themselves...or have always heard in themselves.  There may be and indeed truly is other motivators that move one to mature spiritual practice.  But the initial impetus must be some sort of spiritual emptiness that moves one to enjoin the spiritual path.  And so it's like there's a trickster who exists to tease us with our carnal desires for satiate happiness, who then turns the tables on us to show us a more noble pursuit...that the spiritually superior soul finds inspiring...like the child who's spanked and comes to understand that nature of virtue, morals and ethics.
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Thanks!  It's been pretty good so far...so I'll continue in red;
Here's some additional comments on your critique...
This is an interesting article though, there is no 'fresh fever from the skies' here.  Just interesting qausi academic tidbits of information and distortions of eastern mysticism wrapped in a package of trite anecdotes and platitudes.  The whole thing is 'nice': too nice, like one of those Japanese tea sets made in the u.s. and packaged with a pink bow to buy as a mothers day gift.  The word buy... keeps ringing in my ears for some strange reason... 

We have in the past, discussed the general sellout of Occultists and especially Alchemists; exchanging money for spiritual instruction, which of course is completely taboo in the A.'.A.'.  I've made a particular focus on Mark Stavish as I've had a personal dialogue with him on the issue.  And we've seen the compromise to his integrity on this issue; examining it in some depth.  This article, which is quite beneath his level of intelligence is a propagandistic work that not only continues to betray him on this issue, but more importantly, it emphasizes at the very least, the Yellow School of Magick and its nihilistic position on the nature of reality (or un-reality...aka Maya).  I still haven't decided if the yellow school is definitly nihilistic, if it is then where would the black school fall?  I always saw the white school as affirming progress and the temporary perks of life.  The black school I've always seen as the nihilists, that consider the world to be an evil creation, which in my opinion falls under the ego losers and maya junkies...  For me the yellow school was in the middle, it may be nihilist in that I see the yellow school as neither denying nor affirming life, they are just there and don't really give a shit. I saw this as being more akin to Taoism and aspects of Buddhism, yet there are aspects or interpretations of Buddhism that would definitly fall under the black school too.  For me the yellow school enjoys this world due to the fact that they don't think about it, they seem to be more about stopping the excessive vacillations of the mind and just being in the moment.  Executing a person or having an orgasm makes no difference to them since they have transcended the duality.  This is very similar to the white school to the point that the white school sees all existence as pure joy as per ch. 2 of Liber Al.  Yet the white school seems to actually care about influencing the course of history as per the tradition of redemption and revelaltion so prevelant in the Sumerian and Judaic Tradition from which our mystery tradition has evolved.  
 

I don't see the yellow school as a real concern in this regard and find that they have masered the concpet of pure will deleivered from the lust of result up to a certain point and remember the A.'. A.'. has incorporated many of the practices that lead one to the conclusions of the so called Yellow school (praphrase from ch1. of Al).
 

I think our real concern is the black school which is truly Nihilistic and ironically egocentric.  It is their egocentricity that generates thier distaste with embodied existence and hence the nihilist conclusions.  The yellow school seems to be the mid point between the white and black. The real problem I see with people of the Yellow school is that they don't do much harm, nor to they do much good, which means they are the enablers as far as those of the white school are concerned.  While governments are burning people alive the Yellow school will just flow along in their quasi Samadhi and remain indifferent.  The mandat of the white school is to get involved and enjoy the folly of having an ego and living in a completely absurd world, yet in that absurd world this ego can facilitate changes and experienc the fullfillment of the will to power.   
 

Well who am I kidding, maybe I'm just grumpy because I didn't get laid last night.  lol 

Though obviously, a joke, it's a common allusion to the idea of how our thoughts and perspectives can be influenced by motives.  So really, this becomes a sardonic reference to the distortion of spirituality and commercial enterprise.  I didn't get laid last night either, this is sure proof that were in the Kali Yuga!  Or the old man is now impotent, so he will preach about the virtues of abstinence.  I'm a bit of an asshole and I know it, so I call myself a Thelemnite.  lol
 

Yet, there is something very subtle and important missing from this article; I suspect it is merely a lack of inspiration.  

vide supra
 

Personally I think the Kali Yuga is a metaphor and I suspect that stories similar to the Kali Yuga will always be the story of the day, since the begining of time, if that is possible.  

This is akin to what Patrizia Norelli-Bachelet discusses in her book, The Gnostic Circle, as discussed in my article: Gnostic Cycles.  The 'Maya' and hence, the Kali Yuga becomes not a position in the cycles of time, but a perspective obfuscated by ignorance (agnoticism) and confusion; two things for which Gnosticism proposes a formulated antedote.  This is exaclty how I see it, but you found a better way to express it here.  The problem with taking the whole notion of a Kali Yuga too seriously is that it starts to sound like the creaking groan of our fellow doomsdayers who have been interptreting the inevitable instability of human culture as something special and unique to their time.  Today more people can read and can see that there is nothing truly unique about our current troubles, just new faces and new toys.  The same problems will always be there.  I think the greek myths really reveal the universal and timeless nature of human decadence, since they have capture the social structure of these dramas and dressed them up in a supernatural context that is out of our normar awareness of time and space.  
 

While I am sure there are cycles and stages that exceed even the birth and death of our planet or galaxy, I don't think strife is really the problem... 

Indeed, strife is its own blessing...the contention of forces is what not only makes us stronger, but also matures and instructs us.  For example, the incredibly narcissistic nature of the infant/young child is interrupted by a 'spanking' as a child cannot be reasoned with.  And at first, the child decides on ethical and moral behavior simply to avoid punishment.  Eventually, the child matures and learns the value of 'enlightened self-interest' acting responsibly of his or her own accord.  Going further back, it is that first 'spanking', the proverbial slap on the ass that the midwife uses to inspire (pun intended) breathing in the newborn infant that has up until that point, relied on the umbilical cord for its oxygen intake.  How often do we find that negative experiences in our own lives wake us up to flaws in our outlook and behavior?
It is both the Yellow and the Black schools that eschew this with their absolutist moral outlook, e.g.; war is bad...period, amen...no other way to look at it.  This intellectual intolerance denies the many benefits that war has brought to culture while over-emphasizing the tragedy and pain, which is of course balanced by victory and glory.  And of course, there are human beings who are martial in their nature and who become the great military men that defend nations against aggressors...who indeed serve to strengthen the nations they rail against. This stems from the desire to escape the feeling of discomfort which is really the confrontation of I with not I, and a necessary experience for the evolution of the ego... the nihilism stems from a lack of strenth.  The white school sees a responsibility inherent in our possesion of consciousness.  A responsibility to manifest it in service to the creative and sponatneous will to power... responsibility always means accepting failure and pain and yet it also means creating things.  This is where the idea of service really comes into play.  But what are we serving? I would say that we are serving the limitless potential of infinite space, we respond to it's challenge by creating in whatever way we can and we never stop.  This is the oath of those who want to affirm embodied existence and the joy of spiritual existence as an undifferntiated whole.  When one is creating on is tapping into the infinite possibilities of the Ain, thus the creator gets the best of both worlds...
 

The weak can just keep staring at their navels, not making mistakes and not making anything else either...  this is fine... until they band together and try to impose their laws and codes on others.
 

the real problem is that we are increasingly spoiled, taking life for granted, developing an entitlement attitude which is now called 'will'.  This entitlement attitude makes us un-able to be in the moment and enjoy anything since it is the mindset of complaining, of not having enough etc.  These complainers could use some more war and disease to clean up their attitude. 

There is a great wonder to peacetime and peacable culture; being an artist myself, I truly appreciate this.  But I also know that its dark side is as you say, the spoiled nature of entitlement expectations and complacent decadence...indeed, with other forms of opulent decadence eventually overtaking such cultures.  Too much peace is as much a danger as too much war. Look at the collapsing economy in Europe.  The u.s. screwed up by giving too many loans to too many dead beats, while the European nations such as England Sweden and Norway have been giving free money to anyone who is unable to make money from their hobbies... lol  Though I heard that Sweden is starting acknowledge the error in all of this.  This means that there will be less Black Metal bands, many of which are comprised of musicians who are collecting welfare in order to play small fry gigs with music that doesn't sell.  These same people will boast of the artistic integrity, but won't feel too comfortable when you ask them how they afford their appartments...
 

Joy is so subjective, yet it depends on the absense of pain, which is only meaningful in a context of pain.  To wish for a world without strife is a denial of the 'other', or Nuit as 'not I'.  Anything that we don't like such as war etc. is definitley 'not I'. It is that which is other than the ego.  

Many have reported an intense ecstasy in the midst of agony, which I have even experienced in my own life.  So I'm not sure that I would say that joy necessitates a priori, an absence of pain.  Rather, I would say that joy is transcendent of the duality of pain and pleasure...as love is transcendent of the duality of alienation and integration. Yes some of my most intense insights and spiritual expiences occure during hard times.  There is the pleasre when pain is taken away and yet a whole other pleasure when the duality is transcended.  Both experiences require pain and darkness however...
 

This is what the NLP and new ager community fails to comprehend, in order to maintain their veiw in which they can have anything by imagining it, they must shut themselves up like the black brothers and live a lonely quasi existence, trapped in their own subjectivity, eventually degrading into a psychic existence that is fractured beyond repair.  Hmm... I'm recalling the 12th Aethyr from Liber 418.

Yes, solipsism becomes the operative philosophy of the New Ager and others who rely on superstition to inform them of the nature of reality.  But also, there is an intense lonliness for the 'wake up' (cf. my comments to Crowley's fairy tale, The Wake World) person who sits outside the cultural parameters of our superstitious Judeo-Christian society in the Western, post-industrial world.  It is this that in my opinion, probably serves as the weak point for failure in the Abyss.
 

The logic is this I don't like X.  X is happening therefore we are in a cycle of ignorance, the big... drumroll please.... Kali Yuga.

Violence and discord is the result of the dispersion of the One into the Many...and also its virtue.  That is not to imply that this doesn't necessitate the balance with peace and harmony; for indeed in a world of duallity, this must be true.  And so in agreement with what you say here, I can add that those that promote the Kali Yuga as does the Yellow School, are themselves the victims of the Kali Yuga and its Maya-generated perspective.
 

One Tantric practice I learned of revolves around revolting yourself until you have no more revolsion.  This could involve having intercourse with your great aunt, eating food out of a human skull, or sleeping in graveyards etc.  The whole world must be accepted.  For me this is the heart of Tantra and Thelema, yet we can't make much money by teaching this since 98% of the people don't want to hear about it.  Instead they want a scape goat and the promise of pot of gold over the next rainbow, at least these imbeciles are useful, I mean they would give me good money to feed them this crap.

The real problem in true spiritual instruction/initiation, is that the Student will be brought to discover things he or she doesn't like about him or herself.  This in the A.'.A.'., easily dissuades most Probationers; who then fail out of the Order.  If instruction was about getting more client-customers, we'd of course, change our program to make it easy to pass Probation to Our Order.  But indeed, the Probationer is told that he or she can "withdraw" any time one likes.  And the Neophyte instructor is taught to encourage their withdrawal.
The A.'.A.'. want those who are of superior quality in their soul-nature and not the half-hearted and spiritually lazy.  We are neither a business nor a public charity-entitlement organization; but servants of the highest aspirations in the human community.
Most interesting to me is that I like I believe most, come to spiritual practices with the ignorant idea that spiritual attainment will lead to psychic happiness...that I will become happy as a response to the empty aching that induced my spiritual aspiration.  As my development began, I learned that indeed, I also had a voice that I've always heard inside me...that sought the 'truth.'  Now this may not be what others may come to hear in themselves...or have always heard in themselves.  There may be and indeed truly is other motivators that move one to mature spiritual practice.  But the initial impetus must be some sort of spiritual emptiness that moves one to enjoin the spiritual path.  And so it's like there's a trickster who exists to tease us with our carnal desires for satiate happiness, who then turns the tables on us to show us a more noble pursuit...that the spiritually superior soul finds inspiring...like the child who's spanked and comes to understand that nature of virtue, morals and ethics.
 

This has proven itself true to me again and again after I watch so many so called 'spiritual organizations' become corrupt and then collapse.  The real collapse involves the loss of quality members, though many of these dead beat organizations thrive as hives for psychophants and empty skulls who echo the cliches and prejucises of the 'leaders'. 
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This is an interesting article though, there is no 'fresh fever from the skies' here.  Just interesting qausi academic tidbits of information and distortions of eastern mysticism wrapped in a package of trite anecdotes and platitudes.  The whole thing is 'nice': too nice, like one of those Japanese tea sets made in the u.s. and packaged with a pink bow to buy as a mothers day gift.  The word buy... keeps ringing in my ears for some strange reason... 
We have in the past, discussed the general sellout of Occultists and especially Alchemists; exchanging money for spiritual instruction, which of course is completely taboo in the A.'.A.'.  I've made a particular focus on Mark Stavish as I've had a personal dialogue with him on the issue.  And we've seen the compromise to his integrity on this issue; examining it in some depth.  This article, which is quite beneath his level of intelligence is a propagandistic work that not only continues to betray him on this issue, but more importantly, it emphasizes at the very least, the Yellow School of Magick and its nihilistic position on the nature of reality (or un-reality...aka Maya).  
I still haven't decided if the yellow school is definitly nihilistic, if it is then where would the black school fall?  
The Yellow School is of course that we've referred to as the 'ego-loser' school.  It seeks the destruction of the 'self' in order to attain 'bliss' in the NOT.  It seeks the removal of 'sorrow' by denying any validity or even reality in this life and this world.  Isn't that the very definition of nihilism?  The Yellow School is unconcerned with absolute good and absolute evil...Manicheanism...This is for the Black School (of course, not to be confused with the Black Brothers).
 

I always saw the white school as affirming progress and the temporary perks of life.  
That's an interesting way to phrase it; but I'm not sure what you actually mean here..."temporary perks"?  The White School asserts the evolutionary/involutionary binary nature of reality that it refers to as "pure joy" (if we're to consider Liber AL).  That joy is not transient as is the nature of material reality; but a permanent part of us that dwells at the center or each our individualized being.  Our willing participation in this life becomes the pursuit of joy when we understand the nature of all our interactions is based upon love.  Such interactions are of course, temporal and for that reason, finite or temporary experiences that in and of themselves, must be real.
 

The black school I've always seen as the nihilists, that consider the world to be an evil creation, which in my opinion falls under the ego losers and maya junkies...  
Like the Yellow School, the Black School is nihilist and derides any value in this world.  For the Yellow School, it is an escape into the NOT by the elimination of selfhood (really, a herd mentality) through an affirmation of the illusory nature of this world.  For the Black School, it is an escape into a better world; whether that be the 'true' world of the classical Gnostics that see this world as real, but the dysfunctional and skewed creation of an 'evil' creator that one must extricate oneself from by coming to the Gnosis of the true creator (Pleroma) in a soteriological exercise that funnels into moder Christism as 'redemption'.  And modern Christianity also affirms the reality of this world; one under the contention of the two absolutes in war with each other.  And of course, the good guys will win in the end...the 'Rapture.'
 

For me the yellow school was in the middle, it may be nihilist in that I see the yellow school as neither denying nor affirming life, they are just there and don't really give a shit. I saw this as being more akin to Taoism and aspects of Buddhism, yet there are aspects or interpretations of Buddhism that would definitly fall under the black school too.
The Yellow School understands life itself as the first cause of sorrow.  The 'lust for life' is built upon desire, which is an existential state of wanting and hence, loathing; championed quite well in Buddhist philosophy.  I don't find this in Taoism, which to me seems to affirm a more sophisticated praxis for the experience of incarnation in the present moment, which it affirms as having validity; akin to the White School.  For that matter, it seems more that Buddhism is entirely in the Yellow School with greater diversity in philosophical outlook belonging to its parent; Hinduism.  I don't see anything in Buddhism that echoes the Black School Manichaeanism that is concerned with such anthropomorphic gods as the "author of evil" and the "author of love"...supernatural beings using us as pawns in their war against each other.  In the Black School, this affirms our reality as indivdualized beings drawn by inference due to the fact that they find such importance in us that they would fight for our loyalty.  The Yellow School posits no importance in our individuality; rather it is that individuality that is the source of our sorrow and should be tossed off for the sake of the undifferentiated part of our nature to rest in the 'sanctuary' of the Buddha, which of course, is the NOT.
 

For me the yellow school enjoys this world due to the fact that they don't think about it, they seem to be more about stopping the excessive vacillations of the mind and just being in the moment.  Executing a person or having an orgasm makes no difference to them since they have transcended the duality.  
As you say, "stopping the excessive vacillations of the mind" is but the first work in the attainment of nirvana; the release from sorrow and the chain of life and death (sorrowful reincarnation).  But the Yellow School goes so much further.  In order to escape the cycle of reincarnation, one must give up one's ego; that very pragmatic psychic component that informs us of our individuality.  And they deride the ego as the snare of life.  The assumption here is that the ego is inherently strong that it survives death  Yet, we have no natural evidence of this.  People are born, even as 'old souls' and yet, no memory of past lives and the ego that should have been run through them.   And in part, they explain this as a loss of memory due to the fact that the memory of all the sorrow would be overwhelming.  And yet it seems to me that such memories would facilitate the objective of their philosphical praxis.
Transcendence is for the Yellow School, an escape from the entrapment of incarnation; not just to become a disincarnate and hence, evolved being (a being that exists without or beyond the need of a physical body and hence, in a higher state of being), but to have had one's existence completely annihilated.  The mere fact of one's existence is directly connected to the snare of the Draconis and the cycle of reincarnation.  The White School sees that Draconis is also the evolutionary point that can take the Abyss experience (itself, sounding very much like the ego-loser praxis; requiring further explanation that would make for interesting dialogue!) and use this to perfect the individual that it evolves to its starry nature.  Cf. The Starry Gnosis and Golden Dawn Skies.
 

This is very similar to the white school to the point that the white school sees all existence as pure joy as per ch. 2 of Liber Al.  Yet the white school seems to actually care about influencing the course of history as per the tradition of redemption and revelaltion so prevelant in the Sumerian and Judaic Tradition from which our mystery tradition has evolved.
This is interesting...but I'm not sure you're confusing politics with cosmogony.  The two disciplines have often been deeply entwined throughout history; all theocracies including the ancient Egyptian being built on them.  In Motta's First Grade Initiation of his S.O.T.O., there is a dramatic 'renewal' of the 'current' that an esoteric interpretation would suggest the lineal nature of the Western Mystery Tradition.  And we might say that the redemption represents the regeneration of the ancient Gnosis in the body politic; this flowing through revelation that is itself the open practice of theurgy.
And indeed, we have the concept of the 'Secret Chiefs' or 'Hidden Mahatmas' that do seem to have some concern with the flow of history.  But I would say, rather, their concern probably focuses more on boundries and parameter, such as is suggested in Hinduism as the preservation of Dharma.  In this, the evolutionary and involutionary forces maintain a certain polarity that is dynamic.  The specific events of human history would be more the concern of the Black Lodge in its accounting of the war of good and evil.  And for those that have assumed that the Secret Chiefs would somehow have in interest in the trivialities of the human maturation process, they show more the Yellow School influence in the Western Mystery Tradition.
So indeed, the Western Mystery Tradition is a weave of these three schools.  And we should be careful neither to view the three schools in egalitarian parameters nor as affiliates of the White School, should we deride the other two schools as unacceptable for those that are inclined to these paths.  We can postulate the rationale we use in our preference for the White School, and for us, it is the superior choice.  But this is akin with the nature of those who are of "us."
 

I don't see the yellow school as a real concern in this regard and find that they have masered the concpet of pure will deleivered from the lust of result up to a certain point and remember the A.'. A.'. has incorporated many of the practices that lead one to the conclusions of the so called Yellow school (praphrase from ch1. of Al).
More specifically, the Buddhists have mastered a thorough explanation of the states of the mind and states of consciousness.  This science is of great value independent of philosophical perspective.  But Buddhism is an Eastern philosophy that more directly informs classical Gnosticism and the early Christian movement in the West.
 

I think our real concern is the black school which is truly Nihilistic and ironically egocentric.  It is their egocentricity that generates thier distaste with embodied existence and hence the nihilist conclusions.  
Your seeming confusion of politics with spiritual practices is a bit more obvious here.  The egocentricity (herd consciousness) is more a socio-economic effect, shall we say, in the real world.  Yes, their nihilism is obvious in that they postulate a better world than this one.  But they still do affirm reality in this world; unlike the Yellow School that posits the Maya...and not as a perspective, but as an absolute on the material plane.
 

The yellow school seems to be the mid point between the white and black. 
Per above, I see three strands not necessarily on some larger scale that defines terms of the three as one in some angular relationship.  I don't see an egalitarian relationship nor do I see a hierarchical relationship between the three schools.
 

The real problem I see with people of the Yellow school is that they don't do much harm, nor to they do much good, which means they are the enablers as far as those of the white school are concerned.  While governments are burning people alive the Yellow school will just flow along in their quasi Samadhi and remain indifferent.  The mandat of the white school is to get involved and enjoy the folly of having an ego and living in a completely absurd world, yet in that absurd world this ego can facilitate changes and experienc the fullfillment of the will to power.
Passive indifference is as you suggest, the normative actualization of the Yellow School in the affairs of humanity.  This also seems to be a part of the Black School's actualization as the soteriology forces them to seek the proverbial scapegoat or messiah.  And the Black School's affirmation of the reality of the material plane also has them taking sides in the war of good and evil and so they can also be proactive in human affairs.
Yet the White School posits its own war...the war against the forces of tyranny and superstition.  But this is far more complex.  In the turning of the wheel from one age to the next, the old forces must begin to wane as the new forces begin to wax.  The clash in-between is of the nature of love, which is an existential position.  These are not absolutes nor even finite forms of good and evil...but, to venture an Eastern term, the way of the Tao.  And we are at the time in-between the Age of Pisces and the Age of Aquarius...the Aeon of Horus.
 

While I am sure there are cycles and stages that exceed even the birth and death of our planet or galaxy, I don't think strife is really the problem... 
Indeed, strife is its own blessing...the contention of forces is what not only makes us stronger, but also matures and instructs us.  For example, the incredibly narcissistic nature of the infant/young child is interrupted by a 'spanking' as a child cannot be reasoned with.  And at first, the child decides on ethical and moral behavior simply to avoid punishment.  Eventually, the child matures and learns the value of 'enlightened self-interest' acting responsibly of his or her own accord.  Going further back, it is that first 'spanking', the proverbial slap on the ass that the midwife uses to inspire (pun intended) breathing in the newborn infant that has up until that point, relied on the umbilical cord for its oxygen intake.  How often do we find that negative experiences in our own lives wake us up to flaws in our outlook and behavior?
It is both the Yellow and the Black schools that eschew this with their absolutist moral outlook, e.g.; war is bad...period, amen...no other way to look at it.  This intellectual intolerance denies the many benefits that war has brought to culture while over-emphasizing the tragedy and pain, which is of course balanced by victory and glory.  And of course, there are human beings who are martial in their nature and who become the great military men that defend nations against aggressors...who indeed serve to strengthen the nations they rail against. 
This stems from the desire to escape the feeling of discomfort which is really the confrontation of I with not I, and a necessary experience for the evolution of the ego... the nihilism stems from a lack of strenth.  The white school sees a responsibility inherent in our possesion of consciousness.  A responsibility to manifest it in service to the creative and sponatneous will to power... responsibility always means accepting failure and pain and yet it also means creating things.  This is where the idea of service really comes into play.  But what are we serving? I would say that we are serving the limitless potential of infinite space, we respond to it's challenge by creating in whatever way we can and we never stop.  This is the oath of those who want to affirm embodied existence and the joy of spiritual existence as an undifferntiated whole.  When one is creating on is tapping into the infinite possibilities of the Ain, thus the creator gets the best of both worlds...
Wonderfully said...I'm reminded of Patti Smith's "Sea of Possibilities".
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