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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-K6n1PlTKQQ&feature=related
- This is a clip from the movie "The Godmakers" showing accurate reproductions of some of the temple rituals from before the first presidency made the "endowment" less intense. It's still like that but without those specific movements related to killing oneself. This is material that the church would consider defamatory but take away the eerie music the black backgrounds and it's pretty much like that. I'm open for more discussions about the ceremonies, wanting to find out myself what is actually happening. 

 

What amazes me the most about this is that the very ordinary people who are members of the church (that often have a lot of fear for the occult) go through these rituals like it's the most natural thing. On the other hand, your whole life in the church is considered to be a preparation for the temple-endowment, and the members get "prepared" from a very early age.

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-WFX6ZXMLg&feature=related 
- This is a photo-tour of the inside of a Mormon temple.

 

http://www.pbs.org/mormons/view/ 
- This is a very well-produced and long documentary about the Mormon chruch made by PBS. I think it's very accurate and interesting, showing different sides and perspectives.. I recommend it to all who wants to know more about the church. For the ones without the time to spare, the beginning/first 20 minutes will suffice for a summary of the hermetic origins of the church.
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I watched the first 20+ minutes of this with some interest as I am interested in circumstances around Joseph Smith in terms of a study of Shamanism and evocation.  And you’re right, the first 20 minutes of this was really worth watching.  That this ultimately merged with Masonic tradition in the nature of their rituals…and of a Protestant/Christian-Masonic juxtaposed against the Jewish-Rosicrucian-Hermetic nature of early American Masonry…as shown in the links to the rites that you sent in your other email.  And both types of Masonry rely on at least a reference to Egypt, which is interesting in itself.

Though the latter, Mormonism is a product of 19th rather than 18th century ev Masonry of the American Revolution.  And in this 18th century ev and also on the soil of New England both Theosophy and American Transcendentalism thrive as strong movements.  This is referenced near the beginning of the 20 minute segment, but the woman making the reference is indirect; indicating the rich soil that these movements had in this place and time.  It is this New England culture that captured my imagination as a teenager.

Today, I see this same wealth in Liber Loagaeth from the work of John Dee and Edward Kelly; a revelation that has yet to be unlocked and with a ‘great work’ of skrying these tablets for ‘translation’—to borrow from the possible method used by Joseph Smith to translate his golden tablets.  This story is interesting in itself as the idea of Jesus appearing in America during his 3 day absence after crucifixion contradicts the mythology of Jesus descending into hell to free the shackles of all the old souls, including the prophets, and then to return to the Earth.

Joseph Smith used a skrying stone and as an unlettered farmer, concocted an amazing and inspiring mythos that created a movement that not only survived but thrived after his death; an interesting immortality in itself.  And though Christianity itself, as understood in the past is in its death-throes, so there is also this American mythos that has been debilitated by the Yellow Press.  But as Crowley noted; these are just battles in the war against tyranny and superstition.
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