The Hour of Mercy

By Mark Stavish

I was recently presented with two articles, one in the form of an email with a link to a piece of writing on the human condition in its most brutal form, and one that I am familiar with having had some experience in the field – I suspect that is why it was sent. The second article was in the form of a newspaper notice reminding Catholics to pray this coming December 8th, during the hour of noon until 1:00pm, billing it as the Hour of Mercy, stating that even the worst of sinners could receive grace from prayers said during that time.
 
            Given that we had recently sent out over fifty copies of our Special Report, Wisdom’s Bliss: Developing Compassion in Western Esotericism, I saw these two articles as an opportunity to remind our readers to put what was discussed in the paper into action.  
 
            It also struck another cord, one a bit more mischievous, and I am sure you will appreciate the humor of it, as well as its practicality.  For decades now I’ve heard how the Roman Catholic Church adopted, absorbed, or in some other way, took over pagan forms of worship and christianized them – well, maybe this is a wonderful way to return the favor – all with good intentions of course.
 
            December 8 as many of you know, is the celebration of the Immaculate Conception of Mary (December 9th for Orthodox I am told).  Regardless of the doctrines of the Immaculate Conception, which have some wonderful esoteric possibilities, Mary is for many in the Gnostic and esoteric Christian circles an expression of Sophia, or Wisdom. Her mercy and compassion being the source of human illumination, and the uplifting of souls – caring for us, as a mother would her only child.  As Mary she is often seen in blue robes reflecting the mercy seat of Chesed, or order and expression – all is in harmony as envisioned.  This mercy causes us to give up our own habituations, cherished ideas, and negative habits that stand in our way of progress, or worse, continue to spiral us downward into a hell of our own making.  In his writings, the late alchemist and qabalist Jean Dubuis stated that Chesed was the energetic center in which we ease the burden of daily living, and advocated a meditation on the heart, wherein a grail was imagined – this heart being one burning with profound desire for Illumination.
 
            It is no surprise that the Divine Feminine is often associated with fire, and the Holy Spirit, the creative power of the Holy Trinity, is said to be the feminine force, the Shekinah or Divine Presence in daily life, expressed in Christian terms as Mary.  In Orthodox iconography Mary is often depicted in flaming red robes, as is Mary Magdalene, whom some Gnostics claim was the consort of Jesus.
 
            Eliphas Levi wrote that the future age, using an old Renaissance system of three ages (often referred to by Pico Mirandola I believe) stating that the Age of the Holy Spirit would be the Age of the Paraclete, or Comforter, the age of the femine. Some discussion of this term has recently sprung up on an alchemy list so maybe there is something to coincidence after all. This Comforter or Advocate, for Levi at least, was again associated in some fashion with the presence of God in the form of the Divine Feminine, or a maternal and nurturing force, one that heals through compassion and understanding, bringing things back to their natural harmony.
 
This harmony is one that we need do nothing to experience. In fact, the less we do the better, as it is our doing that created the disharmony to begin with.  We can enter into it in silence, into the sound of the wind or water, or even our own heart.  When touched it feel like fire and burns away our self-created obstructions, that is our own deluded thinking and the as a result, the words and acts that follow from it. We become cleansed in thought, word and deed – even if only for a little while – enough to help us change the course of our life for the better.
 
            Since mercy, compassion, true expressions of the heart, have no sectarian monopoly, I invite you to join the millions who will be praying at this coming hour. To mingle your mind with theirs, and with all those who suffer, that they may have the burden of their ignorance lifted and as the Gospel says, ‘ Sin no more ‘. To sin is as all of you should know, is to miss the point of something, to be ignorant, to be in a state of darkness.  All of us suffer from this, and the removal of this veil is the purpose of initiation – given that this December 8th falls on a Wednesday, it is a wonderful time and day, to meet with others in good thoughts, and maybe lift the Veil of Isis just a little for ourselves and others.
 
###
Hi,

Having some positive experience with the Goddess worship you describe, I have been trying to integrate that with the Thelemic system, and I was wondering if anyone else has any comments on that. Specifically, how does the Goddess worship of mercy, love, compassion, mothering compare with the forces represented by Nuit and Babalon? There doesn't seem to be much Isis worship, or is there?

Thanks.

JR

Hi JR,
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In the past, I’ve written some negative commentary on our friend Mr. Stavish’s often, very non-Thelemic commentary.  And lately, I’ve not even  been sending some of the ridiculous things he writes and does to the list.  Here, it seems, I should make some comments:

You wrote:

Having some positive experience with the Goddess worship you describe, I have been trying to integrate that with the Thelemic system, and I was wondering if anyone else has any comments on that. Specifically, how does the Goddess worship of mercy, love, compassion, mothering compare with the forces represented by Nuit and Babalon? There doesn't seem to be much Isis worship, or is there?

Here’s some commentary that I hope answers your question; but first, let me say that Isis exists in Thelemic doctrine as the initiating function as displayed in both the Chemical Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz and also, our Gnostic Mass.
I was recently presented with two articles, one in the form of an email with a link to a piece of writing on the human condition in its most brutal form, and one that I am familiar with having had some experience in the field – I suspect that is why it was sent. The second article was in the form of a newspaper notice reminding Catholics to pray this coming December 8th, during the hour of noon until 1:00pm, billing it as the Hour of Mercy, stating that even the worst of sinners could receive grace from prayers said during that time.
Beware of the Pope and the Dalai Lama (and all others) calling for ‘peace’ and in this season: ‘peace on Earth.’  Why would I council you to “beware”?  Doesn’t it seem counter-intuitive?  Don’t we all desire peace?  Well,  without making an argument as to why peace would be the destruction of the human soul, which of course, I could and perhaps if you want me to, I’ll do such later…but more important is this mystic message that true masters fully comprehend: The world and its state of affairs is exactly as it should be.  And indeed, this once very primitive race has evolved to the present to an astonishing degree…we should be proud, as human beings, for what we’ve accomplished…how far we’ve come.

Of course, we have far to go and maybe someday, we’ll work out those mystic energies that bring us to war.  (cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/war.html)  But to seek now, to interrupt this evolutionary path because of nice sounding platitudes ignores the sober realities as to the nature of humanity in this place and time and would ultimately be far more destructive to us as a race.  But these ignorant who contemplate an external god; outside themselves are but sheep in a herd mentality.  God is within and every thought is indeed holy; the world containing eight billions gods at this time…all seeking for their own fullness in a world of contenting forces (duality).  And War&Peace are but the amalgam of all our collective thoughts; the egregore that rules over our society.  And for every peace there is a struggle and for every struggle; peace.

To want one without the other is an attempt to cut the body of God in half…a futile and ugly effort.

Given that we had recently sent out over fifty copies of our Special Report, Wisdom’s Bliss: Developing Compassion in Western Esotericism, I saw these two articles as an opportunity to remind our readers to put what was discussed in the paper into action.  
Compassion of course, is taught by AL to be the vice of kings…but rest assured, a vice and not a virtue.  Why?  Well first, in relation to that Bliss of Wisdom that rings of Buddhism (a major influence on the early Christist movement), it’s a condescension that shows more the separation of the mystic from the herd in a decadent way.  There’s nothing wrong with deciding to practice a vice such as this; vices are service to Hadit.  If the will drives one to an internal force that prompts one to act with compassion towards another, one may choose to play with their toys.  And if one is driven towards compassion for him or herself, one may rather find oneself in a rationalization or in the midst of a self-pity party.  Indeed, in AL: “Wisdom says be strong.”  Compassion is that BECAUSE that prevents one from acting spontaneously…it is the gift of the consoler (“I hate the consoled and the consoler.”)

For those that want to continue suckling on mommy’s teat, there is compassion enough in Christianity…to the point that more macho religions, such as Islam, abhor its lack of self-reliance and self-responsibility.  As Patti Smith says: “Jesus died for somebody’s sins, but not mine; melting pot of thieves; wild card up my sleeve; thick, heart of stone; my sins, my own; they belong to me.”  (And of course, the only sin is restriction.)

December 8 as many of you know, is the celebration of the Immaculate Conception of Mary (December 9th for Orthodox I am told).  Regardless of the doctrines of the Immaculate Conception, which have some wonderful esoteric possibilities, Mary is for many in the Gnostic and esoteric Christian circles an expression of Sophia, or Wisdom. Her mercy and compassion being the source of human illumination, and the uplifting of souls – caring for us, as a mother would her only child.  As Mary she is often seen in blue robes reflecting the mercy seat of Chesed, or order and expression – all is in harmony as envisioned.  This mercy causes us to give up our own habituations, cherished ideas, and negative habits that stand in our way of progress, or worse, continue to spiral us downward into a hell of our own making.  In his writings, the late alchemist and qabalist Jean Dubuis stated that Chesed was the energetic center in which we ease the burden of daily living, and advocated a meditation on the heart, wherein a grail was imagined – this heart being one burning with profound desire for Illumination.
 If the Sophia or Holy Shekinah is degraded and maligned to be twisted into some great archetypal mommy, and the human race takes to this, I imagine it won’t take long for our ultimate extinction.  Chesed is not about mommy…and it’s not a conscious being that cares for you.  Mr. Stavish like so many pretenders is simply re-packaging his Christism to a palatable and profitable writing career.  He’s not interested in his or your development; he’s only so much interested in  you as you are interested in contributing money to his well-being and ventures.  He’s the perfect example as to why the A.’.A.’. under no circumstances will charge money for spiritual instruction.
Besides, imagine how little money you would make teaching them that their cushy little, impossible utopias are more farsical than wise; demonstrative of their ignorance.  People want to spend money being told how marvelous they are…and people like Mark Stavish are all too happy to comply…though very few of them ever really hit the big money and begin sponsoring tours to the ‘holy land.’

            It is no surprise that the Divine Feminine is often associated with fire, and the Holy Spirit, the creative power of the Holy Trinity, is said to be the feminine force, the Shekinah or Divine Presence in daily life, expressed in Christian terms as Mary.  In Orthodox iconography Mary is often depicted in flaming red robes, as is Mary Magdalene, whom some Gnostics claim was the consort of Jesus.
 No, the creative force started in the Ain Soph Aur, with that desire that we call BABALON (cf. my article: http://www.astronargon.us/A%20Token%20of%20Babalon.doc).  The Shekinah is you and me…that spark in us that is housed by the BEAST that is the developing soul; merging body with spirit in an alchemical transformation of each and every cell of our bodies (part of the mystery of the Gnostic Mass).  What Mr. Stavish is trying to do is to over-simplify complex symbols and reduce them to feel-good, cushy, easy-to-digest, New Age drivel…quite profitable for some (cf. B.Dalton Booksellers and Barnes&Noble … occult books department…or why not take an alchemical tour to Egypt followed by your favorite Guru/Conspiracy Theorist?).
            Eliphas Levi wrote that the future age, using an old Renaissance system of three ages (often referred to by Pico Mirandola I believe) stating that the Age of the Holy Spirit would be the Age of the Paraclete, or Comforter, the age of the femine. Some discussion of this term has recently sprung up on an alchemy list so maybe there is something to coincidence after all. This Comforter or Advocate, for Levi at least, was again associated in some fashion with the presence of God in the form of the Divine Feminine, or a maternal and nurturing force, one that heals through compassion and understanding, bringing things back to their natural harmony.
 And I just love it when Stavish pretends he’s read and actually understands Eliphas Levi…he certainly wouldn’t be pushing half the crap he does had he actually done so.
This harmony is one that we need do nothing to experience. In fact, the less we do the better, as it is our doing that created the disharmony to begin with.  We can enter into it in silence, into the sound of the wind or water, or even our own heart.  When touched it feel like fire and burns away our self-created obstructions, that is our own deluded thinking and the as a result, the words and acts that follow from it. We become cleansed in thought, word and deed – even if only for a little while – enough to help us change the course of our life for the better.
 The above is the fluffy, meaningless word constructs of a pretending guru.  We need to nothing to experience harmony?!!!  ACT! DO!  Will is action.  Our doing creates disharmony?!!!  Oh yes…original sin…BULL DINKIES!
            Since mercy, compassion, true expressions of the heart, have no sectarian monopoly, I invite you to join the millions who will be praying at this coming hour. To mingle your mind with theirs, and with all those who suffer, that they may have the burden of their ignorance lifted and as the Gospel says, ‘ Sin no more ‘. To sin is as all of you should know, is to miss the point of something, to be ignorant, to be in a state of darkness.  All of us suffer from this, and the removal of this veil is the purpose of initiation – given that this December 8th falls on a Wednesday, it is a wonderful time and day, to meet with others in good thoughts, and maybe lift the Veil of Isis just a little for ourselves and others.
Looks like a good day to go hunting…

Per Liber VII, Cap I (my comments added in italic [cf: http://www.astronargon.us/LiberVII%20Commented%20New.doc]):

Chapter I

(Attributed to the sacred planet Mars)
1. My God, how I love Thee!

2. With the vehement appetite of a beast I hunt Thee through the Universe.

            The Shekinah yearning for the nuptial with the god-head.
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The war is between secularization and religion, freedom for all vs. freedom for the believers.

What a bunch of garbage this is. I left Christianity a long time ago - why would I pander to anything a bunch of Catholics are doing? Honestly!! I would not want to tap into that egregore of self-absorbed people. A church full of them is bad enough.

As for the part about not having to do anything, that's like throwing all the hard work one has put into their self-betterment. 

Mary is a pitiful example of a woman and the Christian ideal for life is to not live it. Celebrate a woman that was thought to have never had sex or gone through the pain of childbirth, yeah right. While we're at it, why don't we lump together and muddle all the major world religions into a mess that's even more incoherent than each religion by itself. We can hold hands and sing "Kumbaya" in Portuguesarabianglishindoneswahili.
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55. Let Mary inviolate be torn upon wheels: for her sake let all chaste women be utterly despised among you! 

56. Also for beauty’s sake and love’s! 

 

Liber AL chIII
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