Hi All,
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Usually, this Qabalah group that I belong to is a real joke; but yesterday and today, the guy has been a bit interesting.  His latest Zohar quote is interesting and is worthy of my comment; though its fascinating that this guy who invents all sorts of Trees, seems to miss so much in this, himself.  But that's besides the point here.  For Thelemites, these verses really highlight and show the wisdom in Grant's connection of Yesod and Da'ath.
 
 
R. Jose discoursed on the verse: "Whereupon were the foundations thereof fastened?" (Job XXXVIII, 6)

He said: When God created the world, He established it on seven pillars, but upon what those pillars rest no one may know, since it is a recondite and inscrutable mystery. [1] 
These seven pillars are obviously the Ruach and into Assiah; including then, Malkuth.  The fact that "no one may know" alludes to this secret Jewish wisdom. 

The world did not come into being until God took a certain stone, which is called the "foundation stone", and cast it into the abyss so that it held fast there, and from it the world was planted. [2] This is the central point of the universe, and the holy of holies. [3] This is the stone referred to in the verses, "Who laid the corner-stone thereof" (Ibid. 6), "the stone of testing, the precious corner-stone" (Is. XXVIII, 16), and "the stone that the builders despised became the head of the corner" (Ps. CXVIII, 22). [4] 
The "foundation stone" is obviously, Yesod; but here we see overtly the connection with the Abyss as the Foundation stone is cast into the Abyss. This is Grant's 'nightside' connection between these two Sefirot; described quite lucidly.  Even the secret mentioned above, can be construed to be hidden or in the dark; as if of the nightside.

This stone is compounded of fire, water, and air, and rests on the abyss. Sometimes water flows from it and fills the deep. [5]  
More overtly, the stone fire, water and air, clearly suggests Chokmah, Binah and Tiphareth, respectively.  Remember, Crowley says in The Wake World, all the work (the higher Magick) is done in this house; Yesod or the Astral being the place where the higher Initiations are performed.

This stone is set as a sign in the centre of the world. It is referred to in the words, "And Jacob took a stone and set it as a pillar" (Gen. XXXI, 45). Not that he took this stone, which was created from the beginning, but he established it above and below, by making there a "house of God". [6] 
Casting Yesod as the "above and below" we have here again, a clear reference to Da'at being the above; with of course, Yesod being the below.  The two are inextricably connected. 


[2] The "abyss" is the chasm that extends between the seven lower sefirot and the three highest sefirot.

[3] The "holy of holies" refers to the three highest sefirot.

[4] The Hebrew word for "stone" used here is eh'-ben (ABN). It also means 'wheel', or 'disk'. There is a connection with the Hebrew root baw-naw' (BNH) meaning 'to build', and binah (BYNH) meaning 'understanding'--the third sefirah. The sefirah Da'at is, in a sense, the Son (ben, BN) of Binah (BYNH). Da'at is associated with the Hebrew Double letter Bayt (B) upon which the whole Creation (Berashit) is established. 
In one of my recent comments on Blavatsky's writings, I note where she also considers Da'at to be a direct reflection of Kether; being a real, though secret Sefirot on the Tree-of-Life (and not the evil Sefirah as most contemporary Occult writers in the Manichaen ideology assign to it).  So the reference to Da'at being the Son (Air) is quite reasonable.  So that as Jesus says in the new testament, 'only through me (the Abyss; his death on the cross) will you get to the father' has some merit here.  But of course, the cross is a clear allusion to the Tiphareth experience.  But both the Tiphareth and Abyss experiences imply a death; Tiphareth of the lower ego and the Abyss of the higher ego and towards a complete immersion in Spirit.

[5] Da'at is a composite of Air (Alef/Keter), Water (Maym/Hockmah), and Fire (Shin/Binah). The "water" that flows from Da'at is the "blessing to the world" mentioned further on in this extract. (See note 7.) 
It is interesting that Pan is noted as the All-begetter and is the Guardian of the Abyss that gives the forms (the signs of N.O.X.) to life and the living creatures. 

[6] The "house" is Bayt (meaning 'house')--the Hebrew Double letter associated with Da'at. Jacob represents the sefirah Tifaret. He "established" it "above" in Da'at, and "below" in "Yesod". 
vide supra 

[7] The Zohar describes the sefirah Yesod (meaning 'foundation') as the source of blessings for the 'lower world' (meaning Malkut). Here Da'at and Yesod are identified with each other. (Da'at is the source of 'blessings' for the 'higher world'--i.e. above Malkut.) Jacob/Tifaret positioned on the Middle Pillar between the Da'at 'foundation' and the Yesod 'foundation'. Jacob (Tifaret) is said to have "established" these two foundations. 
This is as clear a support for Grant's connection of Yesod and Da'at as can be shown.  But what is even more interesting is that these two foundations are established by Tiphareth.  In other words, we as gods, establish the above and below, the higher spiritual and lower physical worlds (the separation of the waters as told in Genesis) by virtue of our consciousness. 
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I've got another segment of Da'at from the AstroQab Qabalist.  I'm beginning to see how he derives his seemingly strange attributions that I have been monitoring.  He's an author and Astrologer that puts out books on Qabalah with attributions outside the consideration of most, if not all in the Occult community.  Perhaps they are somehow culturally Hebrew, but of what sect, I don't know.  The Occult community really doesn't contradict the Hebrew Qabalah in its use.  But rather, there is usually a complementary design to the various cultural manifestations of the Qabalah.
In any event, I'm going to edit what I think are the off-beat attributions that he has; such as assigning Hebrew letters to the Sefirot and putting paths in strange places.  Yet the mere examining of the material he presents, gives me an oppotunity outside the scope of anything he can consider.
 

The Mystery of Da'at (Part Two)

===================================

R. Judah discoursed here on the text: "The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Most High gave forth his voice; hailstones and coals of fire" (Ps. XVIII, 14).

When God, he said, created the world, He constructed for it seven pillars by which it was to be upheld. So scripture says: "Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars" (Prov. IX, 1). These in turn are upheld by one grade from among them called "the Righteous One, the everlasting foundation" (Ibid. X, 25). [1]


[Soncino Zohar, Vayesheb, 186a, Vol. II, pg. 210.]

===================================
 
It is interesting to see the creation of the Heavens (Sefiot) told in an Apocalyptic format.  Qabalism of course, comes out of this shamanistic tradition.  The cultural context displayed in the first verse of course, clearly demonstrates the intimate connection that the Zohar has with this tradition; and one held by a more intellectually sophisticated culture in contrast with the aboriginal context that Shamanism usually evokes.
This consequently was also used to describe Hell by the early American Puritan preachers.  By the time that scripture ages within a culture, its understanding slowly vanishes with it.  And it is why that such 'fresh fever from the skies' must move into the cycles of time.  Without this, superstition reigns and joy is refracted into horror.
In the second verse, it says "Wisdom (Chokmah) hath builded her house".  The source of creation builds for a woman (Binah); keeping the polarity of the Sefirot in their proper assignments.  The 'house' of course, is Beth; the path that leads from Kether to Binah.  It is Binah that is a receptive force to the other two Supernals; Chokman receives from Kether and gives to Binah; and of course, Kether is the positive force that gives to the other two supernals and directly into Da'at as well.
The house is built upon the 7 Pillars that in the previous post, is the lower Sefirot w/Da'at resting on them.  That's why Binah as Saturn is situated on the Da'ath point of the Hexagram.  And it is why it is said that Nuit is a Guardian of the Abyss.
 
  AstroQab  notes :

The seven pillars are the seven lower sefirot (and also the seven Hebrew Double letters). The letter Bayt represents their beginning point as represented by the sefirah Da'at on the Tree of Life diagram. The "grade" that upholds them, "the Righteous One, the everlasting foundation", is the sefirah Yesod. Yesod is the lower 'foundation' of the universe, the sefirah Da'at is the higher 'foundation' (and centre point) of the universe. 
This seed of Kether then is Universal in itself and "everlasting", a reference in the above quotes that details the Aethyr (Foundation) as eternal.  It is directly connected with Da'ath.
 

[2] Here the name Zion is associated with the sefirah Da'at. Da'at (Zion) is the "perfection of beauty", or in other words, Da'at represents the perfection of the sefirah Tifaret (meaning literally 'beauty'). The word "faith" is a reference to the divine 'covenant' which is (according to the Zohar) a covenant of faith. The 'perfection of faith' is thus experienced in Da'at. This is the perfection that was achieved by Jacob (representing Tifaret). He is said (in the Zohar) to have achieved 'perfection' by uniting the Left with the Right, Judgement with Mercy, Geburah and Hesed. Da'at is the central point from which the universe began to be fashioned. Da'at is Bayt, the first Double letter, the first letter of the word 'berashit' (meaning 'in the beginning'). 
And of course, the Magister Templi at Binah, has annihilated all the opposites; doing so in the Abyss (Da'at). 

[3] Mercy (Water) and Judgement (Fire) issue from Da'at towards the two lower sefirot Hesed and Geburah.  
Such is the way that Choronzon as Demon of the Abyss appears in the upward traversal of the Tree. 
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Here's another post I received on Da'at in the Zohar w/my comments.  I'm leaving a few of the original comments in as they are this time, half-way decent.  My comments will be in blue; Patrick's will be in green.
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The Naming of Seth

============================

R. Hizkiah said: '...See now when God created the world, He made this covenant and established the world upon it, as it is written bereshith, which we interpret as bara shith, "he created the foundation", to wit, the covenant on which the world rests, and which is also called shith, because it is a trough from which blessings flow forth to the world.
 

The world is established on the 'higher' covenant as represented by the sefirah Da'at. "Blessings" (i.e. 'Mercy', Maym, 'Water') flow from Da'at to the lower sefirot. The flow of these "blessings" was continuous until the divine covenant was broken by Adam and the 'fall' from the 'garden of Eden' occurred. The flow is now only sporadic as evolving individuals raise their consciousness to Tifaret (Jacob/Israel) and thereby invoke the descent of "blessings" from Da'at.
Da'at in its aspect as Pan (in the Thelemic QBL) is the giver of forms unto the plane of formation; Yetzirah.  This is the downward or involutionary flow of energy of the Monad into Manifestation.

Adam broke this covenant and removed it from its place. This covenant is symbolised by the small letter Yod, the root and foundation of the world.
 

The covenant was "broken" and "removed from its place". This is symbolised for us by the obscuration (or 'veiling') of the sefirah Da'at effected by the removal of the pathways from Da'at to Hesed and Geburah. The 'yod' fell from Da'at to the sefirah Yesod thereby establishing a new covenant. (Note that Yesod is spelled Yod, but with a Sameck inserted.) While the comment here is interesting, this guy constantly makes this type of confusion.  He's using the English transliteration to present a Qabalists Exegesis.  Yesod in Hebrew is spelled: Yod, Samekh, Vau, Daleth.  The 'lower' covenant of Yesod (i.e. the covenant of 'circumcision') was established to draw the consciousness of Adam back up from the depths of matter (as represented by Malkut). The circumcision is symbolic of the control and sublimation of the lower 'material' desires. The sefirah Yesod was female when Adam was in his hermaphroditic state--that is, prior to the formation of Eve (during which Malkut was attached to Yesod). After Malkut became attached to Yesod, it (i.e. Yesod) assumed a male role in relation to the feminine Malkut. Thus, it now symbolises the male member of Adam and is turned toward Malkut.
In terms of the sexual Magick of Thelema, Yesod is the genitals as Da'ath is the throat.  Of course, the pituitary gland located at the Ajna Chakkra and even the lesser Chakkra in the hands is an important part of the work, but the vocalization of the throat and the subsequent vibration of the body connect to the formation of the male and female fluids.
So we see the physical correlation of the Yesod/Da'ath connection.  (cf. Formula of ON in the Gnostic Mass section of the GCL website).

When Adam begat a son, he confessed his guilt and called the child Seth; he did not venture to insert a Yod and call him "Shith", because he had broken the covenant so symbolised. In recompense, God propagated mankind from Seth, and made him the forefather of all the righteous who have lived since. 
First, note that Seth was not the first son of Adam, but Abel and Cain were.  Eve named her child Seth because "God has granted me another child in place of Abel" (Abel was killed by Cain).  Now, Seth would be Shin-Tav; Tav is the path from Malkuth to Yesod and Shin is the path from Hod to Malkuth.  Adam's phallus, pointed towards Malkuth (in Patrick's comment, stated above) indicates the continuing involution of the spiritual being into matter.  In the Formula of ON, we see the male energy at Hod, drawing up the energy from Malkuth for its ultimate deposit in Yesod.  This is the act of material creation.  The female draws the energy down from Tiphareth in her part of the operation.

Note also this. When Israel stood before Mount Sinai, there entered between these two letters (shin and tau) a symbol of the covenant, to wit, the letter Beth, and God gave to Israel the word formed of all three letters, which is SaBbaTH, as it is said: "And the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to make the Sabbath throughout their generations a perpetual covenant."
Beth is the letter upon which, according to the QBL, the Universe was built.  Yet, Yod is the Key to the Hebrew alphabet itself.  Most of the letters of the alphabet are formed of arrangements of Yods.  Beth is the Magus in the Tarot and on the Tree, connects Kether with Binah.  Beth is then the act of creation and we see here, the Hebrews giving the creative force to the male.  And so it seems the Hebrew Sabbath is just that, a rememberance of when men discovered they had something to do with human reproduction.

In this way these two letters finally obtained their original potency, which had remained in suspense until the world was brought into its complete state and the holy covenant entered between them.' 
 

The achievement by an individual to the grade of 'Israel' means that the individual has established conscious contact with the sefirah Da'at and thus re-established the missing pathways from Geburah to Da'at (i.e. Shin), and from Hesed to Da'at (i.e. Maym). When these two pathways are opened the divine Name (ShM, Shem) becomes activated (or is once again able to be 'pronounced').
A bit more of Patrick's confusion (resulting in part from his relagating of letters to the Sefirot); not understanding the nature of the stationary and moving paths on the Tree-of-Life.  Israel is not a Grade to be attained; one does not want to dwell in the Abyss.  Israel is the starry heavens themselves.  Yesod is the secret path to Da'at; that's why there's not paths on the Tree connecting to Da'at.  There are no pathways missing, that need to be re-established.
 

From all of this, we glean an understanding of the nature of the Hebrew Sabbath and why it is of no importance or consequence to the Thelemite.  The Jews may have the half, but the Sabbath is not a part of the half they have.  Their mistake was in promoting the patriarchy; whereas Thelema has established the equivalence of the genders.  We cannot celebrate this male superiority.  And interestingly enough, the Sabbath is on the day of Saturn; restriction...and it is a highly restrictive rite for the Jewish orthodoxy.
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[Soncino Zohar, Bereshith, 56a, v1, pg. 178-9.]
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Here's another one from Patrick of AstroQab.  Per a previous post on Blavatsky's writings, the mistake of the Hebrews was in the anthropomorphication of deity, which leads to the idea of the Shekinah to be a woman.  I'm not certain that I fully agree with Blavatsky on this, as it seems simple enough to understand the idea in symbolic and not actual terms; in connotative rather than denotative terms.  However, the brilliant articulation of themes in the Qabalistis literature (Zohar, et al) of the Jews can make it easy for the connotative to become denotative in apprehension as one begins to study these documents.  This is another place where I think the gentleman presenting these posts, has erred.
 
Though in this post, Patrick's comments can be retained completely, as he's not so far afield as he usually is.  My comments will be in blue, in which I will include quotes from the first chapter of Blavatsky's third (of six) volume of her Secret Doctrine.  It seems an interesting coincidence that this post comes to me on the morning that I happen to read some corresponding material in her text.
 
The Holy Covenant

=======================

Ten Sefirot of Nothingness
in the number of ten fingers
five opposite five
with a singular covenant
precisely in the middle
in the circumcision of the tongue
and in the circumcision of the membrum.

[Sefer Yetzirah 1:3]

=======================

And when Abraham our father, may he rest in peace,
looked, saw, understood, probed,
engraved and carved,
He was successful in creation,
as it is written,
"And the souls that they made in Haran" (Genesis 12:5). 
 
 [Patrick's]  comments...

As the Sefer Yetzirah states, the divine 'covenant' is "singular", but it has within it two levels.

The 'lower' level is known as the covenant of the 'circumcision of the male member' and is referred to the sefirah Yesod. It symbolises the control and sublimation of the material desires. As verse 6:7 states, it is placed "between the ten toes of his feet". This has two basic meanings.

The 'legs/feet' of Adam are represented by the sefirot Netzah (right leg) and Hod (left leg), between which is located the sefirah Yesod (i.e. representing the 'male member'). The "ten toes" are a reference to the ten sefirot of the kabbalistic 'world of Assiah' which is associated with the sefirah Malkut. 
 
Of course, here we again see a Qabalistic clue regarding the nature of sexual Magick and the connection with the nightside of the Tree held between Yesod and Da'at.  I would add to this note that it is essentially genderless; in that, the female clitoris is the equivalent of the male penis.  This is where genderization can lead to error. 

The 'higher' level is called the covenant of the 'circumcision of the tongue' and is associated with the sefirah Da'at. It symbolises the control and sublimation of the mental body, and the development of the spiritual intuition. The Sefer Yetzirah locates this level of the covenant "between the ten fingers of his hands" referring to the position of the sefirah Da'at between the right 'arm/hand' (i.e. Hesed), and the left 'arm/hand' (i.e. Geburah). The "ten fingers" allude to the ten sefirot of the kabbalistic 'world of Yetzirah' which is a level above the 'world of Assiah' and which is associated with the seven Double letter sefirot of the Son (Vav). 
 
This sort of logical stretching is all too consistent with Patrick's analyses and throughout his personal Qabalah, which we goes through major sales pitches on the list in order to sell his book.  The ten fingers in the above text are presented as if the hands hang at the sides of the body; between the genitals and the throat.  That is why they represent the Tree that belongs to the world of Yetzirah.  Even that the hands actually hang about the genital area, which is the base of the Yetziratic world.  That he first stretches it to arms is an obvious mistake in that even the shoulders remain below the throad; wherein Da'at is located. 

Another way of interpreting verse 1:3 of the Sefer Yetzirah is as follows...

The sefirot Da'at (Bayt) and Yesod (Tav) are the first and last sefirot of the group of seven Double letter sefirot that constitute the body of the Son. 
 
And he's wrong here; no Qabalist would try to argue that Da'at is a part of Yetzirah.  Plainly, it is hidden in the Abyss, though I believe, not of the Abyss.  And the Abyss itself is at least a Veil if not a bridge between Yetzirah and Briah. 

On one side of the Son (i.e. Vav of YHVH) is the Mother (i.e. Binah, first Heh of YHVH) and on the lower side of him is the Daughter (i.e. Malkut, the second Heh of YHVH). Heh = 5. Thus "five (Heh) opposite five (Heh) with a singular covenant (Vav) precisely in the middle" (i.e. this is because the ten sefirot can be understood in terms of the formula YHVH.) The "middle" referred to in the quote is a reference to the 'middle pillar' of the Tree of Life. 
 
First, no, the middle is not reference to the Middle Pillar; but plainly to Yetzirah.  And now, I'll present Blavatsky's quote in response to this last paragraph of Patrick's commentary.
At the commencement of a great Manvantara, Parabrahm manifests as Mulaprakriti and then as the Logos. This Logos is equivalent to the "Unconscious Universal Mind," etc., of Western Pantheists. It constitutes the Basis of the SUBJECT-side of manifested Being, and is the source of all manifestations of individual consciousness.  
This Universal Mind, the Logos is in Western terms, the Aethyr. 
 Mulaprakriti or Primordial Cosmic Substance, is the foundation of the OBJECT-side of things -- the basis of all objective evolution and Cosmogenesis. Force, then, does not emerge with Primordial Substance from Parabrahmic Latency. It is the transformation into energy of the supra-conscious thought of the Logos, infused, so to speak, into the objectivation of the latter out of potential latency in the One Reality. Hence spring the wondrous laws of matter: hence the "primal impress" so vainly discussed by Bishop Temple. Force thus is not synchronous with the first objectivation of Mulaprakriti. But as, apart from it, the latter is absolutely and necessarily inert -- a mere abstraction -- it is unnecessary to weave too fine a cobweb of subtleties as to the order of succession of the Cosmic Ultimates. Force succeeds Mulaprakriti; but, minus Force, Mulaprakriti is for all practical intents and purposes non-existent.*  
Mulaprakriti is here, the Ain Soph with the Aur being the Logos or Aethyr.  HPB's complicated sentences can be more obscurant than revelational:  "It is the transformation into energy of the supra-conscious thought of the Logos, infused, so to speak, into the objectivation of the latter out of the potential latency in the One Reality."   What she seems to be saying here is that there is a dynamic (or we can even say, electromagnetic) relationship between the 'objective' or Ain Soph and the 'subjective' or Aur that then creates the physical laws of the Universe.
The "Heavenly Man" (Tetragrammaton) who is the Protogonos, Tikkoun, the firstborn from the passive deity and the first manifestation of that deity's shadow, is the universal form and idea, which engenders the manifested Logos, Adam Kadmon, or the four-lettered symbol, in the Kabala, of the Universe itself, also called the second Logos. The second springs from the first and develops the third triangle (see the Sephirothal Tree); from the last of which (the lower host of Angels) MEN are generated. It is with this third aspect that we shall deal at present.  
The Heavenly Man is then the first hologram preceding and involving into human manifestation; per my assertions in Liber Vox Viva Voce vel Video.   The Deity's shadow is the dark (or blue) sky of NUIT.  The manifested Logos or Adam Kadmon is then the archetypal (Atziluth), collective body of the human race, represented as Kether and the Tree-of-Life itself.  Chokmah is then the Yod of Tetragrammaton with Binah, Tiphareth and Malkuth comprising the remaining three letters.
That the "second springs from the first and develops the third triangle" we have to look a little harder into things.  Binah is then the second; her reflection is in Netzach, the first of the astral triad or third triangle to emanate on the Tree; followed of course, by Hod and Yesod.  And from this of course, humanity manifests into Malkuth.
The reader must bear in mind that there is a great difference between the LOGOS and the Demiurgos, for one is Spirit and the other is Soul; or as Dr. Wilder has it: "Dianoia and Logos are synonymous, Nous being superior and closely in affinity with [[To agathon]], one being the superior apprehending, the other the comprehending -- one noetic and the other phrenic."  
The Demiurge is therefore, not the 'evil' being of the ancient Gnostics.  It may only be considered evil if this world (Assiah) and even the Yetziratic world is considered to be evil; as these ancient Gnostics considered it to be.  This has more to do with their relation to their own period of time in the three-fold, spiritual cycle; the first part of which is the denunciation of the material for the spiritual and belonging to the time of these Gnostics.  The second of course, is the opposite; the denunciation of the spiritual for the material (occurring most notably in Europe's 'Age of Reason').
And of course, in our time, there's the 'integral age' where both the spiritual and the material are folded into each other.  This is what makes reading ancient scriptures (from all cultures) so difficult.  First we have to figure out what part of the cycle the ancient writers are hailing from; and various writers come from various parts in that this cycle moves in waves that are recursive in spans of decades, centuries, eras and aeons.  So no prophetic truth is timeless per se and each period of time requires its own prophetic fever.
Moreover, Man was regarded in several systems as the third Logos. The esoteric meaning of the word Logos (speech or word, Verbum) is the rendering in objective expression, as in a photograph, of the concealed thought. The Logos is the mirror reflecting DIVINE MIND, and the Universe is the mirror of the Logos, though the latter is the esse of that Universe. As the Logos reflects all in the Universe of Pleroma, so man reflects in himself all that he sees and finds in his Universe, the Earth. It is the three Heads of the Kabala: "Unum intra alterum, et alterum super alterum" (Zohar, Idra Suta, sec. VII). "Every Universe (world or planet) has its own Logos," says the doctrine. The Sun was always called by the Egyptians "the eye of Osiris," and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or light made manifest to the world, "which is the Mind and divine intellect of the Concealed." It is only by the sevenfold Ray of this light that we can become cognizant of the Logos through the Demi-urge, regarding the latter as the creator of our planet and everything pertaining to it, and the former as the guiding Force of that "Creator" -- good and bad at the same time, the origin of good and the origin of evil. This "Creator" is neither good nor bad per se, but its differentiated aspects in nature make it assume one or the other character. With the invisible and the unknown Universes disseminated through space, none of the sun-gods had anything to do.
Here we can deduce the corruption of the Christians in the formation of the Roman Catholic church (and their later, Protestant counterparts).  The Logos that each one of us actually is, has been relegated to the stature of one particular human-being; the bastardized Jesus.  His stature is then given over to the holographic level that we've denoted above as the Adam Kadmon.  This is a confusion of the original Gnostic idea wherein Jesus was the replacement for the Jewish Adam Kadmon as the latter was of their hated Demiurge.  Here, we can plainly see the confusion of the planes of existence; so aptly described in these verses of Liber Trigrammaton:
 
And the Master of the Temple balancing all things arose; his stature was above the Heaven and below Earth and Hell. 
 
Against him the Brothers of the Left-hand Path, confusing the symbols. They concealed their horror [in this symbol]; for in truth they were 
 
 And the Black Brothers raised their heads; yea, they unveiled themselves without shame or fear. 
 
Also there rose up a soul of filth and of weakness, and it corrupted all the rule of the Tao.
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Here's another from the Astro-Qab group...i.e. Patrick.
Here, Patrick's comments are actually interesting.  And I like the fact that he is looking at the Zohar and giving me the chance to examine certain pieces in terms of the Thelemic Qabalah.  Remember again, the Jews have the half.
The Four Hayyoth

==============================

AND GOD SAID TO NOAH... THIS IS THE TOKEN OF THE COVENANT WHICH I MAKE BETWEEN ME AND YOU... I HAVE SET MY RAINBOW IN THE CLOUD.  
This is a post-deluge account. 

In connection with this passage R. Simeon discoursed on the verse: And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone (Ezek. I, 26).  
The Star-Sapphire is an important Thelemic, sexual-Magick rite that is connected to the formulation of the Holy Guardian Angel.  This verse would then, seem to suggest the the throne as being Tiphareth. 

'Before this verse,' he said, 'we find the words, "And when they went I heard the noise of their wings like the noise of great waters, like the voice of the Almighty" (Ibid. 24). 
< of Ox is of Man, all being comprehended in him. Hence it is written: "As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man" (Ezek. I, 1O).  
Ezekiel is one of the Hekaloth books in the OT; it is an Apocalypse; and here, the visionary nature of this shamanistic tradition is apparent. 

Further, the firmament with its enclosed square contains the gamut of all the colours. Outstanding are four colours, each engraved with four translucent signs, both higher and lower. These when decomposed become twelve. They are green, red, white, and sapphire, which is made up of all these colours. Hence it is written, "As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord" (Ibid. I, 28): containing, that is to say, all shades of all colours. 
The bow is the Veil of Qesheth; adding some weight to my idea about the throne being Tiphareth.  Regarding the Bow, the firmament above, Sagittarius is the path that leads from this firmament to the first apprehension of divinity; that is the divine (or God) within oneself.  Therefore, Tiphareth or ADNI is God for all that we can see at this point, before the Veil of Paroketh.  

[Soncino Zohar, Noah, 71b, v1, pp. 240-241.]

==============================

 [Patrick's] comments...

Rabbi Simeon is here describing the organisation of the Tree of Life diagram from the sefirah Da'at (i.e. the "firmament")to the sefirah Yesod.

The "firmament" of Da'at surrounds and contains the six lower sefirot. Da'at represents the outer limit of the 'firmament, beyond which exist the supernal divine forces of the three highest sefirot. 
We can deduce from this how Da'at connects to the nightside of the Tree; considering the Tree in a 3-dimensional Universe. Both nightside and dayside Trees must be equally accessible from Qesheth; the larger astral Universe.

The 'firmament' is upheld by the "Hayyoth" ("living creatures")--i.e. a Lion (Leo), an Eagle (Scorpio), an Ox (Taurus), and a Man (Aquarius). They symbolise the four 'fixed' signs of the zodiac and are associated with the four directional sefirot: Hesed, Geburah, Netzah, and Hod. The "Man" comprehends them all because he is Adam (as represented by the Tree of Life diagram). 
Per Blavatsky's description of the Occult Science, regarding the Monad: these Cherubs would have to be more than symbolic.  But they are the Watchtowers or fixed Watchers that form the core of the Hekaloth geneology. 

The four directional sefirot form a square, at the four corners of which the firmament is "imprinted". In other words, the twelve Simple letter signs of the zodiac are attached to the four corners of the square as pathways--i.e. three to each corner. They "all revolve in a circle" because this entire square configuration of sefirot and pathways represents the 'circle of the zodiac'. 
AL teaches that the circle squared is a key...a key to what?...the Starry Gnosis. 

There are four colours associated with each of the four directional sefirot, that "when decomposed become twelve"...

========================================
Four Green = Four Mutable Signs (pathways)
Four Red = Four Fixed Signs (pathways)
Four White = Four Cardinal Signs (pathways)
----------------------------------------
Four Sapphire = Four Hayyoth (sefirot)
========================================<      
[Camp of Judah] = Lion (Sapphire) = sefirah 'Hesed'
Judah = Leo (Fixed = Red)
Issachar = Cancer (Cardinal = White)
Zebulun = Gemini (Mutable = Green)

South    
[Camp of Reuben] = Ox (Sapphire) = sefirah 'Netzah'
Reuben = Taurus (Fixed = Red)
Simeon = Aries (Cardinal = White)
Dan = Scorpio (Fixed = Red)
Asher = Libra (Cardinal = White)
Naphtali = Virgo (Mutable = Green)
---------------
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Here's another post from AstroQab... I've included (at the bottom) some of Patrick's comments.  But as usual, it doesn't take long before he gets completely lost in his over-reaching speculations.
My comments will be in blue.
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An exerpt form the Zohar...

--------------
The Holy One, blessed be He, has three words in which He is enshrouded. The
first is a supernal recondite one which is known only to Him who is
concealed therein. (1) The second one is linked with the first and is the
one from which the Holy One, blessed be He, is known. (2) The third is a
lower one in which is found separation, and in this abide the celestial
angels, and the Holy One, blessed be He, is both in it and not in it, so
that all ask, "Where is the place of his glory?" (3)
I am assuming the order of formulae is as presented (in the Subject Line) in the title of the article.  Eheih is then the name of God for the Jews, but in more Occult scientific terms, it is the Monad; the One becoming the All.  The esoteric nature of this is profound, there is no personality nor anything that we could comprehend or pretend to know.  Anthrpomorphosized, it becomes Jehovah; this is the misnomer the ancient Gnostics rebelled against.  But as the shall we say, body of God, it is the Tree-of-Life where Adonai could be its only possible personality center.  But again, this is not anthropomorphosized; but it actually is the various shall we say, Lessor Monads or Astral Beings.  These are then the angels and intelligences (including Planetary Intelligences, et al).  It is these intelligences we make our appeal to in formulating the H.G.A..  And this in itself is a guru-styled relationship with a being of greater virtue than humanity.  This Augeoiades (sp?) first divine contact; designed to foster a communion with the Monad.

Similarly man has three worlds. The first is the one which is called "the
world of separation" [world of Assiah], in which man both is and is not; as
we look at him he departs and vanishes [i.e. he dies]. The second is the
world which is linked with the higher world, being the terrestrial Garden of
Eden [world of Yetzirah], while the third is a hidden, recondite and
unknowable world [world of Beriah].
This is working things from the opposite direction on the Tree.  Assiah does not house either of the three formulae.  But in this 'Garden of Eden' that angels and divinity are openly communicated with.  And herein is housed the Auogoeides (sp?) or ADNI; chief amongst these angels and God as far as we can tell from our perspective coordinates on the Tree.

Now the first world is a stepping stone to the others, and did not man sin
he would not have a taste of death when he is about to enter those other
worlds and when the spirit is divested of the body. But as it is, the spirit
has to be cleansed in the "stream of fire" to receive its punishment, and
then it enters the terrestrial Garden of Eden, and it is furnished with a
robe of light resembling its appearance in this world, and therewith it is
equipped, and then its abode is there continually, and on New Moons and
Sabbaths it attaches itself to the super-soul [neshamah] and ascends aloft.
Here's where the politics enters Zoharic ideology; the concept of Sin is not something built into the metaphysical framework and is impossible unless the concept of an anthropomorphic personality of God is an innate part of the metaphysics.  And it is not; this device is there to do what religion has done for aeons, that is to be used as a tool to control the mass population.

[The Zohar, Soncino Press edition, Vol V, pp. 226-7]
---------------

[Patrick's comments (above) are in brackets.]

[Patrick's ] Notes:
--------

(1) AHIH. It is associated with Kether and the world of Aziluth.
Yes, but what of this?  What does it tell us?  The answer in all superstitious 'faiths' is that then this is at least, the secret personality of God; and usually it is presumed to be this ultimate wizard in robe and with beard; making Magick to build the Universe.  The notion borders on a fairy tale.  And the blind, unquestioned, even unconscious acceptance of this is the true legacy of the 'anti-Christ' and as Thelemites would say, the Black Lodge.

(2) IHVH. It is associated with Hockmah and the world of Beriah. "The second
one is linked with the first" like so: AHIHVH. Here you can see how the name
AHIH and IHVH are connected by IH (Yah).
This is clever; but that's all it is.  Why would the reflection or emanation from one plane of being into another need such a connecting link?  This implies differentiation and not mutual identification.  Perhaps we can argue then that this is Da'ath or Knowledge; the knowledge of equivalents as in pondered in Liber LXV.  But I think this is working it a bit too hard.

(3) ADNI. It is associated with Binah and the world of Yetzirah. "He is both
in it and not in it" when ADNI is pronounced in place of IHVH.
This seems an apt description for the nature of the Augoiades (sp?); a superior angel of the Elohim that comprise the body of the Tree (IHVH).

The relationship between these three names (or formulae) is a fascinating
topic of meditation. For instance...

AHIH + ADNI = 86 = ALHIM
Crowley writes quite appropriately in his notes on the formula of ALHIM in a way that most accurate project the Occult scientific view on the subject:
"ALHIM", (Elohim) is the exoteric word for Gods.<<"Gods" are the Forces of Nature; their "Names" are the Laws of Nature. Thus They are eternal, omnipotent, omnipresent and so on; and thus their "Wills" are immutable and absolute.>> It is the masculine plural of a feminine noun, but its nature is principally feminine.<> It is a perfect hieroglyph of the number 5. This should be studied in "A Note on Genesis" (Equinox I, II).
The Elements are all represented, as in Tetragrammaton, but there is no development from one into the others. They are, as it were, thrown together --- untamed, only sympathising by virtue of their wild and stormy but elastically resistless energy. The Central letter is "He" --- the letter of breath --- and represents Spirit. The first letter "Aleph" is the natural letter of Air, and the Final "Mem" is the natural letter of Water. Together, "Aleph" and "Mem" make "Am" --- the mother within whose womb the Cosmos is conceived. But "Yod" is not the natural letter of Fire. Its juxtaposition with "He" sanctifies that fire to the "Yod" of Tetragrammaton. Similarly we find "Lamed" for Earth, where we should expect Tau --- in order to emphasize the influence of Venus, who rules Libra.

Hi All,
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Here's more from Patrick.  I'm leaving his comments and ideas in-tact and criticizing them directly.  Though he gives himself too readily to flights of fancy and is non-discriminating in his thinking, he does produce some interesting ideas as well.
Again, my comments in Blue.
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As you may know, I recently wrote a short article called "Jacob's Wheel and
the Four Elements" in which I theorised about the Sefer Yetzirah and the
missing Earth element.

http://members.fortunecity.com/patrickm/tree_wheel_appendix2.htm
(included below)

In it I discussed (from a particular angle) the esoteric relationship
between A-M-Sh (alef-mem-shin) and A-M-Th (alef-mem-tav).

It has just occurred to me that perhaps it is because of this special
esoteric relationship between A-M-Sh and A-M-Th that some old kabbalistic
traditions prescribed that the Hebrew word AMTh ('Emet', meaning 'truth')
should be inscribed upon the forehead of a 'golem' (during it's formation).
The Sefer Yetzirah is traditionally reknowned as being a manual for 'golem'
making, and when it was desired that the golem be 'un-made' the word AMTh
was removed from its forehead and it would disintegrate and return to its
basic elements. This is very symbolic and possibly a legend that was
deliberately contrived to communicate a secret of the Sefer Yetzirah.
Perhaps the reason that A-M-Th (and not A-M-Sh as some might expect) was
inscribed upon the golem was because it was made of Air, Water, and Earth,
but was devoid of the spiritual Fire of Shin. Perhaps because a golem was
said to be a kind of 'clay robot', an automaton, it was unable to contain
the Fire of Spirit. Similarly, a human-being remains an imperfect vessel,
unable to fully embody the secret Fire until the purification process (i.e.
of the seven sefiroth) has been undertaken.

 
Here is the webpage from which Patrick based the above post.  My comments will be in blue:
 
Jacob's Wheel & the Four Elements

	
	Tree of Life - A New Perspective


The Sefer Yetzirah states that the three 'mother' letters are Aleph (A), Mem (M), and Shin (Sh), and that these represent the three elements: Air (Aleph), Water (Mem), and Fire (Shin). But where is the Earth element? [image: image4.png]Kether
Air
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The Air element is the 'highest' and is attributed to the sefirah Kether (on the Tree of Life), then comes Water (Hockmah), and then Fire (Binah). 
1. Aleph - Air (Kether)
2. Mem - Water (Hockmah)
3. Shin - Fire (Binah) 
 

 

This would be entirely consistent with the teachings of the Golden Chain of Homer.  The air carries the mystic fire into the water; representing a condensation that ultimately becomes earth.

We can look to the natural world to help us find how the Earth element fits into this hierarchy. Using planet Earth as an analogy we see that it is surrounded by space and its own atmosphere (Air). Air is thus the 'highest' element. Then we notice that water is in the clouds, oceans, and rivers that cover our globe. Thus the element of Water is seen to be second in the descending hierarchy. 
The Fire element is in the centre of the Earth, in its molten core, and the Earth element has congealed around it. Fire is in Earth; Earth is a manifestation (or 'condensation') of Fire. We could say therefore, that the Fire of Binah is concealed by the Earth element, and so attribute the Earth element to the 'outer shell' of Binah. 
This is very typical of Patrick's consistent error...mixing the planes.  For Thelemites, the Earth Plane is Babalon (astride the Beast as the fire of the Sun is within each of us; in our blood.)

The designation of Earth to Binah is appropriate as Binah is the 'Mother of all forms'—that is, it is responsible for the formation of all vessels in our Universe. These vessels are the habitation of the consciousness principle (which is sourced from the second sephirah Hockmah). Binah's vessels provide consciousness with the experience of separation, and also provide a necessary interface that allows for the creative manipulation of matter. [image: image5.png]3. Binah
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Patrick becomes patently ubsurd; Binah provides the consciousness of separation?  In the Supernal Triad?  The Triad itself is unknowable.  You can see why I've edited so many of his comments in my other posts.

The 'condensation' of the Earth element occurred during the genesis of our planet as its fiery mass cooled and formed the outer crust. Similarly, the seven lower sefiroth of the Tree of Life can be thought of as a material manifestation that has condensed (as part of Binah's 'crust') around its fiery centre. Analogously, the seven continents have formed on the surface of mother Earth. 
Again, Babalon, not Binah...Babalon the Shekinah or Scarlet Whore.

1. Aleph - Air (Kether)
2. Mem - Water (Hockmah)
3a. Shin - Fire (Binah's interior)
3b. Tav - Earth (Binah's exterior = seven lower sefiroth)  Just plain wrong.
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Just as the seven lower sephiroth are the extension and differentiation of Binah's exterior 'material' parts, so the 'invisible' sephirah Daath is the extension (or reflection) of Binah's hidden internal fire. 
1. Aleph - Air (Kether)
2. Mem - Water (Hockmah)
3. Tav - Earth (Binah)
[11]. Shin - Fire [Daath] (Binah's interior) 
 

Da'ath becomes the Secret Fire or Dark Light of the Unconscious in the human psyche.  And probably indeed, of the psyche of the Earth herself.

I associate this aspect of Daath with the term sh'thyiah (shin-tav-ha : 'foundation'). One reason I do so is because of the presence in the word sh'thyiah of the letters Shin and Tav (explained further here). 
Here Patrick borders on discovering the Nightside of the Tree and its connection to both Da'ath and Yesod.

Each of the seven lower sefiroth are vessels that contain a spark of the fire of Binah, but it is dormant until the vessels have gone through a purification process. In other words, each sefirah mirrors within itself the basic structure of Binah. The greater 'macrocosmic' purification process of Binah's 'outer manifestation' (Tav/Earth) occurs in parallel to (and is made possible by) the lesser 'micrososmic' purification processes of the lower sefiroth. This is what the Jacob's Wheel cycle is aimed towards achieving—the purification of the seven vessels. The vessels are the seven lower sephiroth, and in another sense, the seven chakras. [image: image7.png]



When Jacob's Wheel is viewed in relation to the seven chakras, the twin currents of JW are analogous to the ida (Moon - counter-clockwise) and pingala (Sun - clockwise) currents that weave their way around and along the vertical sushumna channel that is in the region of the spine and that links the seven chakras. Physically speaking, the ida current predominately effects the left side of the body, while the pingala current mainly effects the right side. The aim of Yoga is to balance these two currents so that the sushumna channel eventually becomes open to the passage of the kundalini fire. There are three 'veils' (called granthis) that are penetrated as the kundalini fire rises along the sushumna channel. (For further information: Click Here.) 
The process is similar in relation to the seven lower sephiroth of the Tree of Life. As we work to balance and refine the energies of the twin current's of Jacob's Wheel, the seven sephiroth within us become strengthened and purified as vessels—suitably prepared to give and receive the spiritual fire that flows from Daath (Binah) to Malkuth, and from Malkuth to Daath (Binah). 
In terms of his justification for his error, he overtly mixes the planes here; obscuring the difference between Da'ath and Binah.  These are two separate Sefirot.

Both the Fire of Daath and the kundalini fire represent the spiritual essence of matter, and its release indicates that the vibration of the matter of our physical bodies has been increased to such an extent that the spiritual fire becomes able to move through it. When I say our physical bodies (plural) I am speaking in terms of the Cosmic Physical Plane—specifically its three lowest sub-planes which are home to our physical, astral and mental bodies. So the matter of these three bodies requires that its vibration be raised so that the spiritual fire can ascend through each level. This process parallels the movement of the kundalini fire as it reaches and passes through each chakra in its ascent to the crown chakra. 
The Cosmic Physical Plane is an apt expression; especially considered in light of Sri Aurobindo and Mother's teachings.  Cf. my notes on Patrizia Norelli-Bachelet in my article:  Gnostic Cycles.

In relation to the Eastern system, the seven spokes of Jacob's Wheel represent the seven chakras, and the three rings have a connection with the three 'veils' within the vertical sushumna channel. These are three barriers that need to be overcome each in turn as the kundalini fire proceeds on its path towards the crown chakra. [image: image8.png]



I do not see the Sefirot of the side pillars on the Tree as being equivalent to certain Hindu Chakkras.

Likewise, the seven sephiroth are also represented by the seven spokes of JW, and similarly they too have three veils that require tearing down during the process of their perfection. This is reflected by the fact that the seven spokes radiate out and touch each of the three rings of JW. Each of these three rings corresponds with one of the elements: Earth, Water, and Air, and each element has a veil (i.e. challenge) associated with it: physical, astral, or mental. As each elemental challenge is overcome, the spiritual fire of Binah/Daath is able to proceed along the 'Path of Return' (and of course, carry our consciousness with it). 
	Outer Ring
	Kether
	Aleph
	Air
	Mental
	Veil of Illusion

	Middle Ring
	Hockmah
	Mem
	Water
	Astral
	Veil of Glamour

	Inner Ring
	Binah
	Tav
	Earth
	Physical
	Veil of Maya

	Key Mandala
	[Daath]
	Shin
	Fire
	Spiritual Fire
	---


Note: The three rings of Jacob's Wheel represent influences (i.e. projected resonances) that are resonating (like 'standing waves') within the manifested 'cosmos', and that emanate from the supernal sefiroth Kether, Hockmah, and Binah. The three supernal sefiroth themselves symbolise aspects of the Creator that exist outside (or beyond) the boundaries of the created Universe. The sefirah Daath (and the key-mandala of Jacob's Wheel) represents the 'entry point' (i.e. into the manifesting Creation) for these 'higher' influences. 
Gematria
Thus, it is my understanding that the elements Fire and Earth should be interpreted as being bound very closely together. The Hebrew letter Tav is symbolic of the Earth element, and appropriately it is positioned as the final letter of the Hebrew alephbet (following directly after Shin)... 
	ALEF (1 - Air) 

beth
gimel
daleth
ha
vav
zain
heth
teth
yod 
kaf
lamed 

MEM (40 - Water) 

nun
sameck
ayin
peh
tzaddie
qof
resh

SHIN (300 - Fire)
TAV (400 - Earth)


[image: image9.png]


Interestingly, when Shin and Tav are combined they add to 700 (i.e. 300 + 400) and this means that we derive the very important 1-4-7 (i.e. from 1-40-700) that is so fundamental to the letter geometry of Jacob's Wheel. 
Aleph - Air (1)
Mem - Water (40)
Tav+Shin - Fire+Earth (700)
When the Fire element is treated as being concealed within the Earth element, then we have... 
Aleph - Air (1)
Mem - Water (40)
Tav - Earth (400)
This equals 441—the number of Gates (or Hebrew letters) that form the 'body' (Earth+Water+Air) of Jacob's Wheel and that surround the central 'key-mandala' (which equates to the concealed Shin, or spiritual Fire). (Remember that the letter Shin sits at the very centre of the key-mandala and thus is the centre of the entire JW master mandala—just as planet Earth's fiery core is located at the centre of her biological system.) 
Perhaps it is because of this special esoteric relationship between A-M-Sh and A-M-Th that some old kabbalistic traditions prescribed that the Hebrew word AMTh ('Emet', meaning 'truth') should be inscribed upon the forehead of a 'golem' (during it's formation). The Sefer Yetzirah is traditionally reknowned as being a manual for 'golem' making, and when it was desired that the golem be un-made the word AMTh was removed from its forehead and it would disintegrate and return to its basic elements. This is very symbolic and possibly a legend that was deliberately contrived to communicate a secret of the Sefer Yetzirah. Perhaps the reason that A-M-Th (and not A-M-Sh as some might expect) was inscribed upon the golem was because it was made of Air, Water, and Earth, but was devoid of the spiritual Fire of Shin. Perhaps because a golem was said to be a kind of 'clay robot', an automaton, it was unable to contain the Fire of Spirit. Similarly, a human-being remains an imperfect vessel, unable to fully embody the secret Fire until the purification process (i.e. of the seven sefiroth) has been undertaken. 
For more on the special significance of the Hebrew letter shin please go here. 

Hi All,
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I have several emails that came from AstroQab that are worth commenting on.  This one particularly pertains to an important part of the Starry Gnosis.  Again, because I really disagree with some of Patrick's assertions, I am editing some of them out...
 
Esau corresponds with Hod

==========================================

R. Issac said: 'It is written: AND THE CHILDREN STRUGGLED TOGETHER WITHIN HER; AND SHE SAID, IF IT BE SO, WHEREFORE DO I LIVE? AND SHE WENT TO ENQUIRE OF THE LORD. 

Whither did she go? To The Academy of Shem and Eber. "And the children struggled together within her", for there already Esau declared war against Jacob. The term vayithrozzu (and they struggled) is akin to a root meaning "to break", and thus it implies that they broke asunder and drifted away from each other. Observe that the one was of the s serpent, whilst the other was of the side of Him who rides on the sacred and perfect throne; of the side of the sun that illumines the moon.  
 
The side of the Sun that illumines the Moon gives us the path of Sagittarius on the Tree-of-Life; Sagittarius leading to the throne of Tiphareth.  If we consider the serpent to be the Devil, we have the Devil Atu that connects Hod w/Tiphareth.  The serpent thus breaks off from Tiphareth and gives us an interesting synchronicity in that the Devil is often depicted as the one that provides reasonable insight, provoking skepticism and doubt.  Note of course, that AL teaches us that reason is a lie.
 
And observe further that because Esau was drawn after that serpent, Jacob dealt with him crookedly like the serpent, who is cunning and goes crookedly, as we read: "And the serpent was more cunning etc." (Gen. III, 1). Jacob then dealt with him after the manner of the serpent in order to draw him further serpentward, so that he should separate further from himself and thus not have any share with him either in this world or in the world to come; and our teachers have said, "When a man comes to kill you, kill him first."  
 
As the serpent or Devil Atu goes off one side of Tiphareth; towards Hod, on the other side, towards Netzach is the Death Atu.  These side paths are the battles of the Aub and Aud or left and right pillars of the Tree.  Sagittarius is of the balanced Middle Pillar.  For the Aspirant it is no good to attempt to pierce the Veil from these side pillars.  Death or Scorpio and the Serpent both fail; being of "this world" and not in "the world to come"; beyond the Veil of Paroketh. 

It is written of Jacob: "In the womb he took his brother by the heel" (Hos. XII, 4), that is, he drew him downwards by the heel [Translator's note: Al. "to the heel", i.e. to the lower grades]. So it says: AND HIS HAND HAD HOLD ON ESAU'S HEEL, i.e. he put his hand on Esau's heel in order thereby to force him down. According to another explanation, the words "and his hand had hold" imply that he could not escape him entirely, but his hand was still clinging to his brother's heel. Esoterically speaking, the moon was obscured through the heel of Esau; hence it was necessary to deal with him cunningly, so as to thrust him downwards and make him adhere to the region assigned to him.' 
 
This brings up the Starry Gnosis and it is worth reading the passage in the Starry Gnosis in its entirety:
 
The Sign Scorpio (The Scorpion)
The Scorpion , the Conflict
 

This Sign is drawn as a gigantic scorpion endeavoring to sting the heel of a mighty man whom is struggling with a serpent that is crushed by the man as he also has his foot placed on the scorpion's heart.  The Hebrews named this constellation 'Akrab', which means 'the scorpion, or the conflict' further explained by the Arabic 'Al Akrab', which means 'wounding him that cometh'.  The Coptic name is 'Isidis', which means 'attack of 
 

the enemy’ or ‘oppress'.  The Greek ‘Scorpios’ and the Latin ‘Scorpio’ mean ‘cleaving in conflict’ or ‘battle’.  This seems to foreshadow the phrase from Liber AL III.59:  "As brothers fight ye!"
 

The Hebrews named a star in the stinger 'Lesath', which means 'the perverse'.  Another star is called by the Arabs, ‘Al Kalb’, meaning ‘the cleaving as in conflict, the enemy’ or ‘dog’.  The brightest star (a) is found in the heart of the scorpion and is given the Arabic name of 'Antares', one of the Cherubic stars, which means 'the wounding' or ‘cutting’.  The star itself shines with a deep red light.  
 

Crowley writes:
 

He is the elemental nature of all things which is not destroyed by ordinary changes which occur in the operations of Nature.  Furthermore, he is crowned with the crown of Osiris; he represents Osiris in the Waters of Amennti.  Yet more, he is the original secret male creative God: see Atu XV.  'Redeunt Saturnia regna.'  It was only the corruption of the Tradition, the confusion with Set, and the Cult of the dying god, misunderstood, deformed and distorted by the Black Lodge, that turned him into a senile and fiendish symbol.

 

Serpens (The Serpent)
The Serpent held by Ophiuchus
 

This is the serpent delineated above, that is crushed by the man's bare hands.  Its effort is to reach forth and seize his crown located just above it.  One star named by the Hebrews is called 'Alyah', which means 'the accursed'.  The brightest star (a) in this constellation is found in the neck and is named 'Unuk', which means 'encompassing'.  And a third star is named in Arabic, 'Al Hay', which means 'the reptile'.  
 

Ophiuchus (The Serpent Bearer)
Or Serpentarius, a human figure grasping the serpent, treading on the scorpion
 

This is the man delineated above, whose heel is being stung by the scorpion.  He is the Serpent (connected to Serpens Cauda and Serpens Caput—tail and head of the snake; Draco, which spans one-third of the constellations from Sagittarius to Virgo) that has been depicted as tempting Eve to eat of the Tree-of-Knowledge.  Note the prophesy by Isaiah, that in the future age, the cobra and viper will become the harmless companions of children.  
 

His Latin name is 'Serpentarius' and he is depicted as seizing the serpent with two hands while treading on the heart of the scorpion.  The Greek name of this man is derivative of the Hebrew and Arabic name 'Afeichus', which means 'the serpent’ or  ‘held'.  The second brightest star (b) in this constellation is found in the jaw and is named in Arabic, 'Cheleb or Chelbalrai', which means 'the serpent enfolding'.  Next comes ‘Triophas’, which means ‘treading under foot’.  ‘Saigh’ is found in the foot and means ‘bruised’.  And ‘Carnebus’ means ‘the wounding’ followed by ‘Megeros’, which means ‘contending’.  The brightest star (a) in this constellation is found in the head and is called 'Ras al Hagus' in Arabic, which means 'head of him who holds'.
In Greek myth, Ophiuchus is referred to as Aesculapius, the son of Apollo.  He is credited with having restored Hippolytus to life and was subsequently worshipped as the god of health.  It is from this that the Cadeucus is derived as a symbol of the practice of medicine.  The Serpent then is that rod, held with both hands, that brings redemption or regeneration to the earth.  This theme is recursively embedded in the story of the stars several times as the story keeps folding in on itself.
 

Hercules (The Strong – The Kneeling Man)
Who cometh to labour, to suffer
 

A human figure, holding a branch with one foot over the head of Draco, this constellation occupies a large part of the heavens an is drawn as a man bending on one knee with his right heel lifted up as if it had been wounded.  The left foot is set directly over the head of the great dragon and in his right hand he wields a great club with the left hand grasping a triple-headed hydra called the Cerberus.  He is depicted with the skin of a lion, which was slain by him and is now thrown about him.  Hercules is depticted as holding Cerberus, the three-headed monster that guards Hades.  In Greek mythology, he is the hero who won his own immortality from the gods.
 

The Arabs called him ‘El Giscale’, which means ‘the strong, wounded’ as the Hebrews called him ‘Marsic’ (k)-‘the wounding, sword’.  His name is 'Bau' in the ancient Zodiac, which means 'who cometh'. The star (w) found in the lower part of his right arm is named 'Caiam' or 'Guiam', which means 'punishing' or ‘chastening’ and in Arabic, 'treading under foot'.  The star (l) found in the upper part of his left arm is named 'Ma'asyn', which means 'the sin-offering'.  Next is the second brightest star (b) is found in his right arm-pit and is named 'Kornephorus', which means 'the branch, kneeling'.  The brightest star (a) in this constellation is found in his head and is named 'Ras al Gethi', which means 'the head of him who bruises' or ‘press’.    Then comes ‘Al Rai’-‘who bruises, breaks’ and the Greek ‘Engonasin’-‘who kneels, goeth’.  Finally, comes the star named by the Greeks that also names the Constellation.
 

We continue our summary with the story of these latest three decans:  The reptile (or serpent) is wholly accursed and trampled as it contends for the crown of the man who possesses him.  It is the chastening punishment that reconciles the humbled crown by way of the yoke unto vigorous labor (or discipline). Hercules is a reflection of Osiris in the Egyptian mythology, who was called Dionysus by the Greeks and Tiphareth in the Qabalah.  He is at the center of the mystery of the transformation or regeneration unto immortality.  Osiris was also known to the Greeks as Ophion; the snake coiled about the world; a member of the sub-order Ophidia.
 

==========================================

[Patrick's]  comments...

After Abraham (Hesed) came Isaac (Geburah), and after Isaac (Geburah) came Jacob (Tifaret) and Esau (Hod).< span>

Observe that Jacob knew that Esau was destined to ally himself to that tortuous serpent, and hence in all his dealings with him he conducted himself like another tortuous serpent, using all cunning devices; and so it was meet.  
 

This destiny is the fact that Esau is Hod and in order to connect with Tiphareth it must take the path of the Devil or Serpent Atu.
 

The same idea was expressed by R. Simeon when, in expounding the verse, "And God created the great fishes, and every living creature that creepeth" (Gen. I, 2I), he said: 'The "great fishes" are symbolic of Jacob and Esau, and "every living creature that creepeth" symbolises all the intermediate grades.' Verily Jacob was endowed with cunning to enable him to hold his own with that other serpent; and so it was meet. [2]  

 
The cunning nature of the Serpent is its reason, which again, is a lie. 

There was however, no need either for Abraham or for Isaac to use such tortuous ways, seeing that Esau, who was of the side of the serpent, had not yet appeared in the world. But Jacob, being the master of the household, had to counter the serpent, and to give him no chance to tarnish the Sanctuary of Jacob. Hence Jacob had need of such shifts more than any other person. Israel, therefore, was chosen as the portion of the heritage of the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written: "For the portion of the Lord is his people, Jacob the lot of his inheritance" (Deut. XXXII, 9). [5] 
 

Israel is the sky of stars. 

==========================================

 [Patrick's]  notes...

[2] In my understanding of the Tree of Life diagram, both Hod and Tifaret represent differing aspects of the mental plane. The sefirah Hod represents the 'lower plane' (i.e. within which resides the 'rational mind') whereas Tifaret represents the 'causal body' located within the 'higher mental plane'. Thus both Esau and Jacob are said to be "endowed with cunning". 
 

Both are connected by the Serpent of Devil Atu.  Hod is the lower plane manifestation of Man, a word whose etymology gives us the idea of the thinker; noted by Blavatsky in the Secret Doctrine. Tiphareth is the higher mentation and the plane of the H.G.A.

[3] The sacrificial "goat" used to "distract" Esau is symbolic of the mental body being given an earthly 'project' to with which to occupy itself (i.e. the 'goat' symbolises the archetype of Capricorn). This 'project' provides the 'rational mind' (i.e. Hod) with a sense of purpose that, ultimately, becomes aligned with the will of the 'causal body' (i.e. Tifaret). 
 

Capricorn is the sign attributed to the Devil Atu.  This entire Zoharic allusion is an Occult description of the Tree-of-Life and the connection of the Astral Triad with the Ethical Triad; veiled in a parable. 

[4] Jacob's actions towards Esau "prevent the serpent from defiling the Sanctuary or even approaching it, and so achieving dominion over the world". In other words, the 'causal body' (or 'solar angel') works to prevent the 'rational mind' from gaining dominion in the world. At our present stage of human evolution the 'rational mind' does have "dominion over the world" because we (as a collective) have not yet transcended the dominating influence of the rational mind, or integrated sufficiently the intuitive faculty of human consciousness (i.e. which exists at a level above the mental plane). (The sefirah Hesed symbolises the 'spiritual intuition'.

[5] Abraham (i.e. Hesed) and Isaac (i.e. Geburah) emerged into existence before Esau (i.e. Hod) and therefore did not have to deal with him. It was only after the 'lower mental' plane (i.e. Hod/Esau) materialised that it was required to be managed and that task was given to Jacob (i.e. Tifaret, the 'causal body'). The sefirah Tifaret is superior to Hod in that it exists within the layer of consciousness 'above' Hod. 
 

This would be akin to the movement of human consciousness from the cerebellum into the corpus collosum as aptly described in Julian Jaynes, The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind.
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[Zohar Extracts: Soncino Zohar, Tol'doth, 137b-138b, v2, pp. 42-45.]
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More on Esau and Capricorn; here finding a connection with Pan and hence to Da'ath. 
Jacob wrestles with Samael

================================

R. Jose further discoursed as follows: "And Esau was a cunning hunter... and Jacob was a perfect man, dwelling in tents" (Gen. XXV, 27). 

'In which way was he "perfect"? In that he was "dwelling in tents", i.e. that he held fast to the two sides, to that of Abraham and that of Isaac. In dealing with Esau he advanced from the side of Isaac, as already said, and in the spirit of the passage: "With the merciful thou dost show thyself merciful... and with the crooked thou dost show thyself subtle" (Ps. XVIII, 26-27). < span all alone. For we have been taught man should not go out alone time; how much less then in when lights were created, since moon defective, on such a night evil serpent is specially powerful.>

Samael thus came and attacked him, in order to destroy him utterly. Jacob, however, had strong support on all sides, on the side of Isaac and on the side of Abraham, both of whom constituted the strength of Jacob. When Samael attacked Jacob's right he saw there Abraham equipped with the strength of day, being of the side of the Right, the same being Mercy (Hesed). When he attacked his left, he saw there Isaac with the strength of stern judgment. When he attacked in front, he found Jacob strong on either side by reason of those surrounding him, and thus we read: "And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh" (Gen. XXXII, 26), that is, a part that is outside of the trunk and one of its supports.  
Connecting Samael with Capricornus or a higher aspect of the Death Atu, we get the one who is lost in the Abyss of Da'ath: Samael.  Again a quote from my Starry Gnosis article should bring things to light...
The Sign Capricornus (The Sea Goat – The Goat Horn; Pan)
The Goat, the Atonement Slain
 

In this constellation, a goat is drawn with a fishes tail; bowing its head with its right leg folded underneath it.  This is clearly an hermaphroditic symbol that is also dualistic like the preceding Sign.  Its Hebrew and Coptic name is 'Gedi', meaning 'the kid or cut off' as does the Arabic is 'Al Gedi'.  The Latin name Capricornus, translates as ‘the goat, the atonement, sinking down’ or ‘bowed’.
 

Bullinger notes five are remarkable stars, (a) and (b) in the horn and head with three (g), (d) and (e) in the fishy tail.  But first comes the star with the Syriac name of ‘Dabih’, meaning ‘the sacrifice slain’, followed by ‘Al Dabih’ and ‘Al Dshabeh’, both meaning ‘the sacrifice slain’.  Next comes ‘Ma'asad’-‘the slaying, destroying’ and ‘Sa'ad al Naschira’, meaning ‘the record of the cutting off’.  And the last star is ‘Deneb’, meaning ‘the Lord or Judge cometh’.
 

Crowley writes:
 

…in the Zodiac, Capricornus occupies the Zenith.  It is the most exalted of the signs; it is the goat leaping with lust upon the summits of earth…representing the god Pan upon the highest and most secret mountains of the earth…it is divinely unscrupulous, sublimely careless of result.

Hence, "the hollow of Jacob's thigh was strained" (Ibid.). When day appeared and night departed, Jacob's strength increased and Samael's waned, so that the latter said: "Let me go, for the moment of the recital of the morning hymn had arrived", and it was therefore necessary for him to depart. He thus confirmed Jacob's blessings and added to them one blessing more, as it says: "And he blessed him there" (Ibid. 30). 
Yesod being the Moon and the gate to the Veil of Qesheth (essentially), has to reckon Luna in her aspects; particularly in this case, the New Moon, which does not reflect the Sun. 

[Soncino Zohar, Tol'doth, 146a, v2, pp. 70-71.]

================================
 Patrick's Notes: 

The 'higher' Shekinah is represented by the first Heh, and the 'lower' Shekinah by the second Heh, of YHVH. Jacob/Israel is represented by the Vav that is placed between them. Jacob/Israel unifies within consciousness the 'higher world' (or the 'world to come' of Beriah) with the 'lower' world (or physical world of Assiah).

This, in a nutshell, describes the evolutionary goal of humanity. It is a 'bridge-building' process that occurs between humanity and the Divine, and human consciousness is the bridge that will eventually span the Abyss of 'unknowing'. 
This unknowing is the mindless, carelessness of Pan.  What comes then from the Nightside of the Tree during the darkness of the New Moon is the onset of the initiatory impulse. 

During the evolutionary process Jacob must bring Esau under control. This means that Tifaret must gain dominion over Hod (i.e. at our physical level of consciousness). Hod represents the 'rational mind' which is 'cunning like a serpent', and it holds us prisoner until we are able to dispel its illusion of supremacy. As long as our conscious focus is firmly fixed in Hod then Hod has dominion over us. Eventually there must occur a shift in polarization to Tifaret, and thence to Geburah and Hesed. The esoteric sciences help us in that process.

This process is symbolised for us in the story of Jacob 'wrestling with a man (or 'angel') during the night'. That angel is called Samael (described as "the chieftain of Esau" by the Zohar). 
Samael then after a certain manner, is Choronzon.  It is interesting that cultic personalities adopt this manner.  And they may initiate those they manage to dupe; inadvertently.  We can say about this that with enough 'reason' or brainwashing, one eventually discovers the key to escape its hold; coming through the brainwashing, full cycle to the light of truth. 

The fight occurs during the "night"--i.e. within the realm of the lower sefirot of 'night' (see my book)--when the "moon is defective", and "the evil serpent is specially powerful". The Moon is 'defective' when it fails to reflect/receive the light of the Sun. In other words, when Yesod (Moon) is not receiving the illumination of Tifaret (Sun). Consequently, this lack of 'light' causes fear in humanity because during that time we are unconscious of the presence of the soul, and therefore we feel completely at the mercy of material forces and the physical world (Malkut). We lose our faith in the power of our soul to redeem us from the illusory chaos of the material world. The rational mind (Hod) has dominion during that dark time. 
This is a perfect allusion to the New Moon aspect and the initial entry into the Veil of Qesheth.  Reason is acting of its own accord as the Aspirant at the beginning of any initiation, enters into darkness.  But then the Sun shines as the Full Moon creates a polarity with the Sun.
In terms of the A.'.A.'. Initiation system, we first get the darkness of the new Zelator as his or her consciousness sits in Yesod at the New Moon.  The Full Zelator connects with the Order in a vital way having come through the occultation of the New Moon and its difficult psychic effects, referred to as the Ordeal of Choronzon.  And the Zeal is manufactured in many diverse natures to the many stars that succeed in Our Order...the colors of the rainbow or refracted light of Sol in the Veil of Qesheth. 

Jacob is wounded by Samael in the "hollow of his thigh" which symbolically refers to the sefirah Hod of the Tree of Life. Hod represents the 'left leg' (and 'thigh') of Adam. 

 I t seems to me the thigh is compromised because of the bite on the heel.  Hercules of the Starry Gnosis is the Greek rendering of the constellation.  For the Jews, this is Adam; the proto-human.
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AstroQab and Patrick continues along with this interesting thread...again, I have to edit out some of his comments as they push too far away from holding any value outside of Patrick's own private re-interpretation of the QBL.
 
Samael... A Further Elaboration  (by Patrick) 

As I mentioned in my previous post, Esau is referred symbolically to the sefirah Hod on the Tree of Life diagram. His "chieftain" is the angel Samael who is referred to the sefirah Geburah. (I thought I should clarify this point.) 
 
Geburah is seemingly the place in the Ruach where Motta acted from in his own cultic undertones; and certainly in those imitative undertones of some of his chief adherents.  Even another cultic leader whose influence is active at this time, adopted the name Samael inititatively.  Those Adept-level instructors, whether by their prowess or clearly presented qualities in their countenance that show initiation, tend to take on these cultic tendencies in my experience.  They bark orders and betray the nature of accepting every Star in its natural course.  This is of course, counter-Thelemic; but it is also imbalanced force, and the nature of Geburah.  The Major Adept who is seated in this Sefirah should refrain from giving any instruction by way of commands or demands upon his or her inferior students in the lineage.  The reason for this is that these students should only be guided by each, their own H.G.A.  Such Major Adepts should only answer technical questions and really overall, keep to themselves and the Task of their Grade, which is itself, the development of Magickal attainment in the High Ceremonial manner.   

The sefirah Geburah represents the 'higher mind' (or 'abstract mental body'). Hod, on the other hand, represents the 'lower mind' (or 'rational mind'). 
 
I strongly disagree here.  Geburah at best is imbalance, the Great Work is barely understaken with its completion forming the nature of the Exempt Adept, whose Task remains but to cross the Abyss.  The higher mind originally represented by Tiphareth remains at the center of the Ethical Triad that includes Geburah and Chesed.  It is the Angel that remains the informing voice or Logos. 

The angel Samael therefore represents the underlying philosophical seed-idea (i.e. a basic 'world view') that holds Esau (i.e. Hod, the rational mind) in its grasp. The angel Samael represents a 'central concept' which is at the core of a 'belief system'. It effects a human-being's basic perception and understanding of the world around him/her. 
 
This is perfectly apt in correlating Samael with Choronzon. 

The angel Samael represents a particularly negative 'idea' that can poison (or delude) the mind of a human-being if we allow it too. If we succumb to the idea that Samael represents, then all of our day-to-day thoughts (that occur in Hod) become coloured by Samael's central underlying negative (or illusory) idea. 
 
Therefore, in the dialogue with Choronzon, the Zelator is especially susceptible to the "I can't do it" attitude and can become completely distracted away from the work; seemingly.  The weighing down of the attitude of the Zelator, is into the darkness of the Nightside of the Tree and the surreal images that emanate from there.  The New Moon is strong here.  Until the Zelator finds his or her Zeal, there is not the uplifting fortification of the light of the [refracted] Sun.  He or she is diverted away from and around Tiphareth in this darkness; though there be intense levels of creativity as offerred by the various surreal imagery that absorbs the mind of the Zelator. 


The battle between Jacob and Samael took place in Hod (i.e. within Esau's domain of the 'rational mind'). The "straining" of Jacob's "thigh" (Hod) by Samael is symbolic of the clash of ideas that occurs (at certain times) within the 'lower mind' of every human-being. 
 
Again, the Ordeal of Choronzon; the clashing ideas becoming confusing, rather than polar-opposites to be annihilated by the Exempt Adept; though equilibrated by the Minor Adept.  The Zeal of the Zelator is to latch onto his or her desire for the H.G.A. experience with emotional ardour.  This is the only way to obtain the magickal power that will pull one out of the intellectual absorption.  Indeed, there's nothing wrong with the intellectual absorption in and of itself...in that it leads to profound intellection.  But alone and without the Zeal, it is imbalanced force and will weigh down the incomplete Zelator with somber results. 

"Jacob, however, had strong support on all sides, on the side of Isaac [Geburah] and on the side of Abraham [Hesed], both of whom constituted the strength of Jacob." In other words, Jacob had filled his consciousness with the Light of divine Knowledge (in Geburah), and had developed an intuitive ability to recognise Truth from falsity (in Hesed). He was thus unshakeably united with the Divine (as represented by Da'at's connection to the supernal sefirot. And so Jacob was confirmed in the name/grade of 'Israel'. 
 
This (Israel or the Starry Gnosis) is the casting of the Star in the heavens that coincides with the attainment of Binah and the Grade of Magister Templi.  The "divine Knowledge" is the pefection of the craft of the Ceremonial Mage or Major Adept.  The recognition of Truth and Falsity for the Exempt Adept is in the annihilation of opposites that ultimately brings one to the brink of the Abyss.  With the shove of the Angel, all phenomena from that point is viewed as a direct dealing of God upon the soul of the Adept...the Oath of the Abyss that upon successful traversal of the Abyss, brings one to the City of the Pyramids; as Patrick says, the attainment of Israel and the casting of one's Star in the heavens. 

=================================

Observe how great Jacob's merit must have been. For as his adversary was intent on destroying him completely, and that night was the night when the moon was created  (the New Moon represents its new creation; the start of a new cycle) , it was doubly unpropitious for Jacob, who remained behind all alone. For we have been taught that a man should not go out alone in the night time; how much less then in the night when the lights were created, since the moon is defective, and on such a night the evil serpent is specially powerful.  
 
For the Zelator, he or she should in every way, strive to fix oneself within and upon the Aspiration.  It is a most direly practical necessity.  The Initiation process is engaged and effectively unstoppable.  The question really is, will the Aspirant fall asleep in the darkness and become an unconscious slave of the Choronzic forces or will he or she perfect one's nature in order to eventually engage the H.G.A.

Samael thus came and attacked him, in order to destroy him utterly. Jacob, however, had strong support on all sides, on the side of Isaac and on the side of Abraham, both of whom constituted the strength of Jacob. When Samael attacked Jacob's right he saw there Abraham equipped with the strength of day, being of the side of the Right, the same being Mercy (Hesed). When he attacked his left, he saw there Isaac with the strength of stern judgment. When he attacked in front, he found Jacob strong on either side by reason of those surrounding him, and thus we read: "And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh" (Gen. XXXII, 26), that is, a part that is outside of the trunk and one of its supports. 

Hence, "the hollow of Jacob's thigh was strained" (Ibid.). When day appeared and night departed, Jacob's strength increased and Samael's waned, so that the latter said: "Let me go, for the moment of the recital of the morning hymn had arrived", and it was therefore necessary for him to depart. He thus confirmed Jacob's blessings and added to them one blessing more, as it says: "And he blessed him there" (Ibid. 30). 
 
The light of the Sun is the way to the King, depicted always by the Egyptians in the form of one hand pointed forward and indicating our true nature; the manner of constantly 'becoming.'  The fruit of the Choronzic communication is valuable and edible; but only nourishes when the Aspiration remains fixed.  It is for this reason that even the Probationer is taught to say 'Will' at meals; that all experience, creativity and intellection become a sacrament unto the Aspiration.  The Zelator must never forget to continue the Neophyte practice of examining all experience as revealing the nature of one's Initiation. 

[Soncino Zohar, Tol'doth, 146a, v2, pp. 70-71.]

================================

 [Patrick's]  Comments...

The Zohar conceals in the symbolism of its Torah exegesis certain principles that govern human evolution, and that describe the special relationship that exists between humanity and the Divine. 
 
The Torah is the source of the Qabalah; beginning with Genesis, but including so much more as shown on the curriculum page of the GCL website. 

For example, in the Zohar, what is termed the "object of true faith" refers to the Shekinah (often symbolised by the Moon). This is the 'higher' Shekinah, or the sefirah Binah on the Tree of Life diagram. The 'higher' Sheckinah can only be experienced 'consciously' through the 'doorway' of the sefirah Da'at. The 'lower' Shekinah is represented by the sefirah Malkut. In essence these are two expressions of the one Shekinah, but this unity can only b consciously realised through Jacob achieving the grade of Israel. 
 
But note, Netzach is the lower manifestation of Binah; though it is off-center on the Tree.  Thus, some of the Grade of Philosophus are deluded into thinking they have attained and are of the Grade of Magister Templi.  I know of one acute example of this.
It is in the opening of oneself up to the higher forces of one's as yet unborn spirit, represented by the work of the Cup for the Philosophus that one practices the humility and ardent desire of the holy reception of the H.G.A.  This emotional Bhakti Yoga is the way of the Philosophus that balances out the work of the intellectual Practicus; that work that the Zelator takes on.  Note that once in the Astral Triad, the Zelator effectively works the entire triad simultaneously, but from different angles in the two succeeding Grades.  In all cases, the latching onto the Aspiration is the only effective hope. 
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Patrick has started another new round of his Zoharic-based lectures on Da'ath.  And again, the comments he makes that don't make any sense are edited out.
 
The 'Well' of Da'at (Part One)

=================================

AND HE REMOVED FROM THENCE, AND DIGGED ANOTHER WELL. R. Hiya discoursed on the verse: "And the Lord will guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in brightness, and make strong thy bones" (Is. LVIII, 11).  
 
I see this as the involution of spirit (Lord) into the body (bones) and soul.

'The true believers', he said, 'have derived strength from this verse, where promise is made to them of the world to come, for the word "continually" includes both this world and the world to come. Again, the term "continually", which seems superfluous, is an allusion to the continual burnt-offering whi and is held firm underneath the arm of Isaac and is symbolic of the world to come. 
 
The "world to come" seems the world seen beyond the Maya; the 'actual' physical universe that Satprem describes in Life of the Cells; and of the teachings of Mother and Sri Aurobindo. Cf. the GCL document: Liber Vox Viva Voce vel Video.

The term "guiding" is similarly used by David in the verse: "He guideth me in straight paths for his name's sake" (Ps. XXIII, 3). "And satisfy thy soul in brightness"; this is the "clear mirror" from the contemplation of which all souls obtain delight and benefit. "And make strong thy bones": these words do not seem to harmonise with what has gone before, which we have interpreted of the souls of the righteous ascending on high. We interpret them, therefore, to allude to the resurrection of the dead, when the Holy One, blessed be He, will reconstitute the bones and restore the body to its former state. The soul will then derive stronger illumination from the "clear mirror", so as to illumine the body to the full extent of which it is capable. Hence: "And thou shalt be like a watered garden" (Is. LVIII, 11), that is, like the celestial garden whose supernal waters never fail, but flow on for ever and ever; "and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not" (ibid.), alluding to the river that issues from Eden and flows on for all eternity. [2] 
 
This is a Hebraic expression of the Roman Catholic concept of the resurrection of the dead.  This Zoharic commentator seems to be using Isaiah in the same way that Roman Catholicism has brought his book into its formal doctrine.  As a child, I remember that Isaiah was the scripture used in the homily of most of the Sunday masses throughout the year.

Observe that the "well of living waters" is a symbol within a symbol for guiding faith. There is the well which is the very source of the waters, and there is the well which is fed by that source of water. There are thus two grades, which are, however, really one with two aspects, male and female, in fitting union. The well and the issue of waters are one, designated by the name of "well", it being at once the supernal never-ceasing fountain and the well that is filled by it. And whoever gazes at that well gazes at the true object of faith. This is the symbol which the patriarchs transmitted in digging the well, in such a way as to indicate that the source and the well are indissoluble. [3] 
The idea presented here is that the traversal of the Abyss, through Da'ath is one of descent, as if jumping off a cliff (Casteneda comes to mind).  And of course, it leads not directly to Chokmah, but to Binah (the City of the Pyramids...or tombs) and the mystery of Sorrow equalling Joy; though the three Supernal Sefirot are essentially ONE and beyond intellectual comprehension.
On the involutionary end, male and female emerge through the Well; these being the nature of the Signs of N.O.X. and the archetypal beings of PAN--the progenitors of the human race (per Blavatsky). 

AND HE CALLED ITS NAME REHOBOTH (lit. streets, broad places). By this he intimated that his descendants would one day tend that well in the fitting manner through the mystical potency of offerings and burnt-offerings (like Adam, when God "put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and keep it" (Gen. II, 15), to wit, by offerings and burnt-offerings), so that its springs should flow forth on every side, as Scripture says: "Let thy springs be dispersed abroad, and courses of water in the streets (rehoboth)" (Prov. V, 16). Hence here the name of Rehoboth (streets, broad places).' [4]

[Soncino Zohar, Tol'doth, 141a-141b, v2, pp. 51-52.]

 Patrick's comments:
 
[2] The "clear mirror" is a reference to the sefirah Tifaret. Like the Sun, it will eventually "illumine the body [of Adam] to the full extent of which it is capable". 
 
In Liber LXV, this is referred to as the 'Smooth Point.' 

The sefirot from Hesed to Yesod  (the Ruach) also represent the 'garden of Eden'. The term "Eden" refers specifically to the sefirah Da'at. A 'river' flows forth from Da'at and 'waters' the 'garden' (i.e. the lower sefirot).  
 
The  . . .  "very source of the waters" and the "supernal never-ceasing fountain" is represented by the sefirah Hockmah on the Tree of Life diagram. 
 
This pertains to the Grade of Magus, which gives the responsibility of creating an Initiatory system. 

 [3] "The well which is fed by that source of water" is symbolised by the sefirah Da'at.

The patriarchs (i.e. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) "dug" the well (of Da'at). This symbolism especially refers to the opening of the pathways from Geburah (Isaac) to Da'at, and from Hesed (Abraham) to Da'at  . . .  from Tifaret (Jacob) to Da'at  . . . and represents the "the river that issues from Eden and flows on for all eternity". 
Da'ath or the successful traversal of the Abyss becomes the key to Immortality. 

[4] The "descendants" of Isaac refer to every human-being who achieves the grade of Israel  (Magister Templi) . The "offerings and burnt-offerings" are made in the sefirot Hesed and Geburah (respectively). Those offerings evoke energies (i.e. Water from Hockmah, and Fire from Binah) that flow to the lower sefirot from Da'at--i.e. such that "its springs should flow forth on every side" (i.e. from Da'at to the side of Hesed, and from Da'at to the side of Geburah).[image: image2.png]


  
Da'ath of course, has no paths, formally on the Tree-of-Life.  Though the Nightside leads from Yesod to Da'ath, these paths are forced consciously with the whole being of the Sefirot on the Dayside.  The Nightside contains unconscious fragments of our being providing the field of work for the Neophyte of the A.'.A.'.
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I can see at some point, the development of a Thelemic Zohar as a necessary way to point towards the generation of New Gnosis and provide the signs of life that will keep Thelema a living (and not dead or closed) philosophical system for some tie to come.
Here continues Patrick's ideas on Da'ath.  And again, I've edited out his less salient points.
 
The 'Well' of Da'at (Part Two)

=================================

R. Simeon here discoursed on the verse: WISDOM CRIETH ALOUD IN THE STREET, SHE UTTERETH HER VOICE IN THE BROAD PLACES (Prov. I, 20). 

'This verse', he said, 'contains a deep mystical teaching. The term hokhmoth (lit. wisdoms) implies the superior Wisdom and the lesser Wisdom which is included in the superior Wisdom and abides therein. The superior Wisdom is an essence most recondite and concealed, unknown and unrevealed, as Scripture says: "Man knoweth not the price thereof, etc." (Job XXVIII, I3); and when it expands into a source of light, its illumination is that come, and that world is created by it: for so we have learned, that the world to come was created by the Yod, and there Wisdom remained hidden, the two being one. [1] 
Liber AL immediately comes to mind along with its commentary:
AL II.3:  "In the sphere I am everywhere the centre, as she, the circumference, is nowhere found."
 

3. Hadit is any Point that may be chosen; He is thus in all places alike; while She, being all that may be, hath no
limit, and cannot be numbered.
 

THE OLD COMMENT
 

A further development of higher meaning.  This verse suggests an old mystical definition of God: "He whose centre is everywhere and Whose circumference nowhere".
 

THE NEW COMMENT
 

   This is again interesting as throwing light on the thesis; Every man and every woman is a star.  There is no place soever that is not a Centre of Light.
   This Truth is to be realised by direct perception, not merely by intellection.  It is axiomatic; it cannot be demonstrated.  It is to be assimilated by experience of the Vision of the "Star-Sponge."
 

 

AL II.4:  "Yet she shall be known & I never."
 

4. She is known, as He goeth on His Way, and doth His Will; each Event adds to His Knowledge of Her Nature.
He cannot be known, for He hath no parts whereby to define Him.
 

THE OLD COMMENT
 

The circumference of Nuit touches Ra-Hoor-Khuit, Kether; but her centre Hadit is forever concealed above Kether.  Is not Nu the Hiding of Hadit, and Had the Manifestation of Nuit?  (I later, Sun in Libra, An. VII, dislike this note; and refer the student to Liber XI and Liber DLV.
 

THE NEW COMMENT
 

   See later, verse 13, "Thou (i.e. the Beast, who is here the Mask, or "per-sona," of Hadit) wast the knower."  Hadit possesses the power to know, Nuit that of being known.  Nuit is not unconnected with the idea of Nibbana, the "Shoreless Sea," in which Knowledge is Not.
   Hadit is hidden in Nuit, and knows Her, She being an object of knowledge; but He is not knowable, for He is merely that part of Her which She formulates in order that She may be known.
 

When God was crowned, it was through the mystery of the future world, as already said. There was joy at this illumination, but all was in silence without a sound being heard abroad. Wisdom then willed it to expand further, so that from that space there issued fire and water and air, as already said, from which there sprang up a voice which issued forth abroad and was heard, as already said. [2] 
Fire and Water are of course, Chokmah and Binah; Air is Tiphareth, the Aethyr that is also the Logos; or that "voice which issued forth abroad and was heard." 

From that point onwards all is exterior (huz), whereas in the interior the voice is silent and not heard abroad. Once, however, the secret force has become audible, it is called "without" (huz). [3]

Hence it is incumbent on man to be zealous in searching after wisdom "in the wide places" (ba-rehoboth). This refers to the firmament, which contains all the luminous stars, and which constitutes the fountain of perennial waters, referred to in the verse: "And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden" (Gen. II, 10). And there "she uttereth her voice", both the superior and the lower Wisdom, which in truth are one.
The Zelator is a hunter for Wisdom; his or her first Duty is to the Aspiration.  And as per the Neophyte direction to adore Nuit, wisdom seeks after the Starry Gnosis.  Per Liber AL:
 
AL I.12:  "Come forth, o children, under the stars, & take your fill of love!"
 

12. The Nature of an Act: its virtue.

All acts are in truth acts of Love. Fulfil all Loves that may be, to the full. Be this in Light, before all Stars, that all may see and rejoice.
12. I exhort men to cease to hide themselves in the refuges which they have constructed in themselves from fear of facing reality. I bid them take cognisance of the existence of their fellow individuals to realise the infinite possibilities of experience open to them & to satisfy their sense that they are incomplete by uniting themselves with all other beings.
 

 

THE OLD COMMENT
 


The Key of the worship of Nu.  The uniting of consciousness with infinite space by the exercise of love, pastoral or pagan love.  But vide infra.
 

THE NEW COMMENT
 



The whole doctrine of 'love' is discussed in the Book "Aleph (Wisdom or Folly)" and should be studied therein.  But note further how this Verse agrees with the comment above, how every Star is to come forth from its veils, that it may revel with the whole World of Stars.  This is again also a call to unite or 'love', thus formulating the Equation 1 (-1) = 0<<The Hon. Bertrand Russell might prefer to write this: 1 (-1) = 0.  For Initiates of the IXth degree of O.T.O. it could be expressed: Phi K - T = 0, where Phi - K = 0, and Phi and K are both positive integers.>>, which is the general magical formula in our Cosmos.
 



"Come forth" -- from what are you hiding? "under the stars", that is, openly.  Also, let love be 'under' or 'unto' the Body of Nuith.  But above all, be open!  What is this shame?  Is Love Hideous, that men should cover him with lies?  Is Love so sacred that others must not intrude? Nay, 'under the stars', at night, what eye but theirs may see?  Or, if one see, should not your worship wake the cloisters of his soul to echo sanctity for that so lovely a deed and gracious you have done? 
Motta's comments: 

The above paragraph will sound a little naïve to most readers born after the Forties.  You must not forget that the Commentaries were written in the Twenties.  At that time, if a pair of lovers were merely to embrace and kiss a ta street corner, this would be a cause for scandal.


Nor should you think that Crowley is necessarily advising you to copulate at midnight in the middle of Main Street.  If you do, in most communities you are likely to interrupt or disturb traffic, thereby interfering with the will of others.  Certain Operations are possible, at least at present, only ‘under laboratory conditions’.  But to make love under a starry sky on a grassy lawn in a public park is not only possible but, at least in this writer’s experience, delicious. 


To watch others ‘doing it’, of course, is not as much fun, but it can be enormously instructive if the others have better technique than you do.  If you can swallow your pride and fear and watch attentively, you may become a finer man—or woman—by it.


There is, of course, a technical sense in this verse, which varies according to the Grade of the reader.  For instance, the numeration of ‘love’ is 111, which is Aleph, The Fool, and which is also a number of Binah, since its sum is 3.  And ‘fill’ is 76, which sums 13, which is Unity, among other things (ACHD), but also Death int he Tarot.  And so forth.  Such sub-meanings may mislead, and their perusal or pursuit is better left ‘to the right Ingenium of the Practicus’—if to investigate them be his Will.

Solomon alluded to this in saying: "Prepare thy work without" (ba-huz), and make it ready for thee in the field" (Prov. XXIV, 27), where the word "without" is used as in the verse "Wisdom crieth out without", indicating the point from which man can commence to inquire and investigate, as it is written: "For ask now of the days past... and from one end of heaven unto another" (Deut. IV, 32). [5] 
This verse from Deuteronomy is obviously referring to the Starry Gnosis.  Cf. my article on the A.'.A.'. page, called: The Starry Gnosis. 

The "field" again is the "field which the Lord hath blessed" (Gen. XXVII, 27). When a man has penetrated into the mystery of Wisdom and perfected himself therein, then Solomon tells him to "build his house" (Prov. XXIV, 27), i.e. to cultivate his soul in his body, so as to attain perfection. 
This is the actual construction of the Soul or Astral Body.  It is the key to our perfection, our evolution and our immortality.
 
Hence, when Isaac digged and prepared the well in peace he called it Rehoboth (wide places), and all was done in the right manner. Happy the righteous by whose works the Holy One sustains the world as it says: "For the upright shall inhabit the land" (Prov. II, 21), where the term yishkenu (they will inhabit) may be read yashkinu (they shall cause to be inhabited).' [6]

[Soncino Zohar, Tol'doth, 141b, v2, pp. 52-53.]

=================================

 [Patrick's]  notes...

[1] "The superior Wisdom" is represented by the sefirah Hockmah. It is also symbolised by the Yud (Y) in YHVH. When Hockmah "expands into a source of light" its "illumination" is the "world to come" (or in other words, it illuminates the sefirah Binah). The sefirah Binah is symbolised by the first Heh (H) of YHVH. Hockmah is 'clothed' by Binah; Wisdom (Yud) is embraced by Understanding (Heh). 
The Tree-of-Life of course, presents symbols that work on many levels.  This symbolism absorbed into the fabric of the psyche holds an ethical affect upon the nature of the mind; at the heart of Yama and Niyama.  It is also the key to the Gnostic Dialogue as it has also subsequent affects upon the dreaming or astral body...the cerebellum.  This is well utilized in the Magick that puts on one the Chariot (cf. Chariot Atu) at the heart of the ancient Merkabah tradition.  Transcriptions of the dreams; the Alchemical dreams of the Gnostic Dialogue, utilizing the symbols, now deeply traced into the psyche, creates true prophecy.  These transcriptions were called in ancient times, Apocalypses. 

The statement: "The world to come was created by the Yod" means that B was created by Hockmah.  
Yod is the foundational letter of the Hebrew alphabet; with all the letters being formed by various combinations of these Yods.  But B or Beth is the letter that God uses to build his creation; also being important in the Enochian system, as pertaining to the Holy Table of Practice and the Ensigns of Creation.
 
[2] The statement: "Wisdom then willed it to expand further" means that Hockmah caused Binah to expand and consequently to manifest the sefirah Da'at. There is only 'silence' above the 'Abyss'. The unpronounced Thought becomes 'verbalised' via the sefirah Da'at. (In the Zohar, Da'at is often symbolised by the 'tongue' or 'throat chakra' of Macroprosopus. In fact, Da'at represents the 'covenant of the tongue'.) The 'Voice' arises within the sefirot of the patriarchs--i.e. within Hesed, Geburah, and Tifaret. 
The Signs of N.O.X., being archetypal and higher beings are the progenitors of humanity, delineated by Blavatsky.  Originating from Da'ath, but in contrast to Patrick's assertion here, they still do not speak.  The Logos is in Tipharaeth, though Da'ath participates plainly as it is essentially the particles of the Aethyr.  Cf. my article and the A.'.A.'. page: Testing the Night of Pan.  The throat (Da'ath) does utter, but the voice emanates from the heart (Tiphareth) that is at the center of being.  

 [3] From Da'at issues "fire and water and air" (or 'Shin, Maym, and Alef). These are emanations of the supernal sefirot: Binah (Shin), Hockmah (Maym), and Keter (Alef). And from these three elements... "there sprang up a voice which issued forth abroad".  
Again, of the typical nature of Patrick's often severe [and edited out in my posts] errors that have him making all sorts of obsequious attributions on the Tree, Da'ath is not the element of Air; but gives the Briatic archetypes. 

[5] It is only via the sefirah Da'at (meaning 'knowledge') that Man can know Wisdom.

[6] The "house" symbolism has been explained in previous posts. The statement: "Happy the righteous by whose works the Holy One sustains the world" refers to those individuals who have attained to the grade of Israel (i.e. Da'at). These individuals (by definition) have 'dug the well', or in other words, have opened up the channels between Hesed and Da'at, and between Geburah and Da'at. Their "works" result as a natural consequence of opening up and establishing these channels. It is only through them (i.e. through the "righteous") that the 'future world' is able to come into manifestation.
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