All I could find was this:

Quote from: Cicero, Chic and Sandra Tabatha. Secrets of a Golden Temple

"The shape of the Ankh is nearly the same as the symbol of Venus, the only planet whose sigil contains all the spheres of the Tree of Life. This, too, is symbolically very significant to the makeup of the nemyss. To wear an Ankh in the form of a headress signifies the striving for Eternal Life which only spiritual attainment can bring. In the mysteries of Egypt, the initiate encountered all varieties of actual and visualized dangers, holding above his head the Crux Ansata, before which the dark powers fled. In Hebrew trdition, the back of the head (Qoph) is covered so that symbolically no impure or unbalanced energies or thoughts may "slip in." By covering one's head with the sacred emblem of the Ankh, the Golden Dawn Magician puts himself in a magickal state of mind, and calls upon the Forces of Eternal Life and Light. But in addition to this, the initiate is covering the Supernal Sephiroth in his/her Sphere of Sensation for power and protection from all outside influences."

 

But it still doesn't explain how it resembles an akh in shape at all. Any ideas?
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Cammy

Hi Cammy,
93
I can't answer to how the Ankh is drawn over the nemyss; it doesn't seem apparent to me either.  In ancient Egypt the nemyss was a royal headress, but different from the double-crown of the Pharoah.  So the symbolism being attributed to it by the Golden Dawn would be of their own propaganda for the Magick they are teaching.  In other words, it brings one into the sphere of their archtypal mythology in order to produce the Magick.
In similar vein, all magickal systems create such propaganda and build symbols into it that affect the vision of the mind.  If one wants to imagine the head as the circle with the wings and back as the cross, then one can see the symbol of Isis; the goddess of Initiation (cf. the Chemycal Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz) flooding one's mind.  To me, I personally don't see any import in this.
Rather I see the nemyss as an expression of one's regal nature; to paraphrase Crowley's Third Degree O.T.O. ceremony: I am the truth and under my nemyss is nothing but God.
That each practicing mage would adopt this attitude when adorning him or herself with the nemyss in ceremonial practice is a beauty unto itself.  (take the pun in that!)
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93 All,

 

  Not sure if this helps but when I look at someone in a nemyss the negative space looks very Ankh like. I'm referring to the face of the wearer(ring of the Ankh) and the shape made by the nemyss as it defines the neck and chest(tail of the Ankh). If you take into consideration the horizontal lines of the nemyss or the shoulders of the person wearing it, an Ankh form could be seen.

93/93

Chris

Hi Chris,
93
I find that interesting; with the wearing of the Ankh, the mage essentially takes on the god-form of Isis.
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